
GOVERNMENT

PET OF THE WEEK COMMUNITY SPORTS

Mustangs beat
Panthers

Church members
honored

Meet 
Lucy & Hank
Page 2 Page 2 Page 9

S E R V I N G  P A L M E R ,  M O N S O N ,  B R I M F I E L D ,  H O L L A N D  &  W A L E S

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com www.journalregister.turley.com

The Journal Register 
60

CELEBRATING

TURLEY PUBLICATIO
N

S

years April 27, 2023   ❙   Vol. CLXXII,  No. 13  ❙   $1.00

LIONS CLUB PANCAKE
SAUSAGE BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 6th, 9-11am
Veterans Park, Ware
Tickets: Nat Falk 
or Call 413-967-6721

$7 Adults • $4 Kids

WARE SPRING SHOP HOP
Saturday, May 6th
10am to 2pm
Downtown Ware

DRAWING, GIVE-AWAYS, 
KIDS CRAFTS
SALES, SALES, SALES warebca.com
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By Michael Harrison
Correspondent

MONSON — Residents have 
two opportunities next week to 
participate in planning for strate-
gies to help protect the area around 
Chicopee Brook from flooding.

The first is from 10:15 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, May 2, and 
begins in the parking lot of Mon-
son’s Town Hall, where residents 
are invited to a “public walkshop.”

“Join us rain or shine for an 
on-site public walkshop where 

we’ll develop ideas to mitigate 
flood impacts and determine cli-
mate resilient solutions for prop-
erties adjacent to the Chicopee 
Brook,” according to a flyer from 
the office of Town Conservation 
Agent Toni Uliana.

That will be followed by a 
community meeting scheduled for 
6-7 p.m. on Thursday, May 4, at 
Town Hall. That meeting, Uliana 
said, is an opportunity for resi-
dents to be part of a discussion on 
Monson’s fiscal year 2023 Munic-

MassWildlife hosts 
Earth Day celebration 
with forest cleanup, 
fishing lessons

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

PALMER– The local natural 
environment was preserved and 
appreciated by community mem-
bers of all ages last week during 
an outdoor event held in honor of 
Earth Day.

On April 19, the Massachu-
setts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife invited the public to take 
part in a town wide cleanup and 

service event. This Earth Day Cel-
ebration emphasized the preserva-
tion of wildlife in the area, specif-
ically in the woods around Forest 
Lake. 

Volunteers met up at the 
boat ramp near the lake wearing 
gloves and sturdy boots to begin 
the cleanup process, and were as-
sisted in the cleanup process by 

MassWildlife employees. Even 
young children were seen taking 
part in the cleanup, and volunteers 
commented on how wonderful it 
was that kids were eager to help 
preserve the wilderness.

MassWildlife brought their 
trout stocking truck to the site to 
replenish the lake with fish for the 

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

PALMER– Following the 
success of the recent Easter egg 
hunt at the Midura family con-
servation area, the Conservation 
Commission hopes to provide 
the community with another fun-
filled family event right before the 
next school year begins.

The commission met with 

Recreation Director Andrew Saint 
George at their meeting on April 
18 to discuss the possibility of 
hosting a late-summer historical 
scavenger hunt. Saint George said 
he wanted to continue increasing 
public awareness of the Midura 
trails.

“We had 69 registrations for 
the Easter egg hunt, with some 
registrations including groups or 
full families,” Saint George said. 

Celebrating Earth Day

NATURE

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

PALMER– Several businesses 
in the community came together 
and gave back last weekend during 
a food drive donating to the non-
profit organization Palmer Food 
Share.

The food drive was hosted at 
the Ocean State Job Lot parking 
lot on Thorndike St. by J. Stolar In-
surance Agency, North Brookfield 

Savings Bank, Monson Savings 
Bank, Classic Hits 97.7 and Turley 
Publications. Tents were set up in 
the parking lot by each company to 
promote their own services while 
also helping those in need. 

J. Stolar President Renee Nied-
ziela said her agency matched the 
first $500 in donations to the food 
pantry. Community members were 
encouraged to drop off both food 
and monetary donations. 

“It was fantastic to see every-
one come out and donate,” Niedzie-
la said. “We think that this fundrais-

Submitted photo

The J. Stolar Insurance team and family at the food drive.

Businesses host food drive 
to help those in need

Turley Publications photos by Rebecca Wehner 

The MassWildlife trout stocking truck, with volunteers passing nets of trout down into buckets.

COMMUNITY CHAMBER

Town seeks ideas to address 
climate-induced disasters

Conservation commission to 
host summer scavenger hunt
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – This past Saturday, 
town residents and members of the 
Conservation Commission gathered 
at Lavoilette Field in Three Rivers to 
celebrate Earth Day by cleaning up 
some of our town’s public spaces.

Commission Chair Donald Blais 
said that the Commission holds the 
event every year. The Commission 
greeted participants at the field by the 
Quaboag River, who left from there 
to clean up other parts of town, armed 
with trash bags and gloves provided 

by the Commission.
Among the participants were a 

group of students from Pathfinder, 
who returned from the area around 
Bridge St. with full bags. Student 
Tyler Doran explained that they were 
part of the Future Farmers of Amer-
ica, an organization that prepares its 
members for careers in the science, 
business, and technology of agricul-
ture.

Senator Jake Oliveira was also 
at the field, dressed down in a hoodie 
and jeans, in between visits to other 
Earth Day clean-ups. 

“Last year, Jake brought his 

Staff photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Pathfinder Tech students who assisted in the clean-up (from left) Tyler Doran, 
Ava Raines, Jade Libera, Mackenzie Fulton, Jack Mayham, Shane Logan, and 
Bryant Bressette.

Students and families join Conservation
Commission for Earth Day clean-up

CLEAN UP   ❙   page 7

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Members of the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce met last Wednesday night 
at Diamond Junction Bowling, 
North Main St., for a casual dinner 
and some friendly competition.

A dinner of stuffed shells and 
meatballs was provided by Apollo 
1 Pizza. TJ’s Pop offered gourmet 
popcorn samples and Easthamp-
ton Cider Project had a hard cider 

tasting. 
The Chamber exists to pro-

mote economic growth and tour-
ism across the 15 towns it serves. 
The Chamber advocates for pol-
icies to develop the community, 
and to advance the interests of its 
members.

According to the Chamber’s 
website, the “Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce offers 
more than just networking op-
portunities. We help our business 
community from the smallest en-

Staff photos by Marcelo Gusmao

Chris O’Connor of Edward Jones Financial Services bowled a few rounds 
at Diamond Junction.

Chamber bowling event 
rolls a strike

CHAMBER   ❙   page 13
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Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request-
ed in writing at:  Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069.

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED
PORK CHOP ......................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

USDA INSP. 

$188
lb

SALE DATES: 4/27/23-5/3/23

$299

$199
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ................

$298

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$477
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN TIP STEAKS ........

59¢

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS
WHOLE 1O LB BAG .............................

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAP PACK ..........

USDA INSP.

WINNISIMMET
SLOW COOKED BACON 2 LB ........

$325
lb

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

ea

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

OCEAN GOURMET
STUFFED CLAMS 20 OZ. ................

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$799

$1299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ......
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS .......
USDA INSP. FRESH

LAMB RIB CHOPS ............

$669
lb

CUT 
FREE

$155
lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ..............

$399
lb

$299

WHOLE 
OR 
HALF

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

$466
lb

Tracie’s Greenhouses
 OPEN SEVEN DAYS      9:00AM-5:00PM
Open For Season Saturday, April 29

BEAUTIFUL MOTHER'S DAY
Baskets & Flowers
HANGING BASKETS
Wide Selection of Colors & Sizes

VEGETABLE PLANTS  •  HERBS

Memorial Days Pots For Your Loved Ones
1,000’S OF ANNUALS IN MANY VARIETIES
Tracie’s Greenhouses • 3 Ashley Street, Ware, MA

Look for signs off of Homecrest, next to Big Y

of theof the

LUCY AND HANK

Tammy Warren lives in Monson, and sent this 
picture of Lucy (little brown dog) and Hank (little 
black dog) for our Pet of the Week.

Lucy is the Warrens’ fourth therapy dog. She 
has been working as a therapy dog for about four 
years, including some volunteer work during COVID, 
though not as much as after. Lucy works one day a 
week at Encompass Rehab in Ludlow. Hank is the 
Warrens’ newbie, now in training to be a therapy 
dog. He was adopted just two months before this 
photo was submitted, and is looking forward to 
following in his little big sister’s paw prints. 

Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, 
horse, bird, mouse…you get the point. Is there a pet 
you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are 
welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet 
with a little information to mharrison@turley.com. 

PALMER — The Amherst Rail-
way Society here is getting ready to 
kick off a must-see event this weekend 
for anybody interested in big model 
trains.

The Society sponsors the North-
east Large Scale Train ShowApril 
28-29 at the Eastern State Exposition 
fairgrounds in West Springfield. Large 
scale trains include S-scale, O-scale 
(Lionel size), G-scale (often found in 
garden railroads), F-scale, 7 ¼ gauge, 
and 7 ½ gauge models.

According to a news release, in ad-
dition to operating large scale railroads 
and exhibits by major model railroad 
manufacturers, the show offers some 
special features:

Live Steam-Up: The New Hamp-
shire Garden Railroad Society is setting 
up a 44 x 22-foot layout specifically for 
steam powered model trains. Miniature 
versions of real steam locomotives will 
be generating steam power to pull their 
trains. And with that steam power will 
comes the “chuff-chuff” sound of the 
locomotives and the beautiful steam 

whistles.
Drag & Brag: This section is one 

of the most popular attractions at large 
scale train shows. It’s an opportunity 
for modelers to bring in projects and 
show them to an admiring audience. 
Show visitors, in turn, get to see some 
really creative modeling and ask ques-
tions about how the work was done.

Clinics: The show offers clinics on 
a variety of subjects, and all are includ-
ed with show admission. Everything 
from garden railroads to battery-pow-
ered engines to large scale operations 
are on the clinic’s agenda.

White Elephant Table: If you have 
any large scale model railroad gear, you 
are welcome to bring the items to the 
show and sell them at the White Ele-
phant section.

The Amherst Railway Society also 
sponsors the Railroad Hobby Show 
–  America’s largest railroad-themed 
trade show – every January at Eastern 
States Exposition. 

For more information, go to nelsts.
org.

Monson water
reports available

MONSON – The town’s Water and Sewer De-
partment enclosed the 2022 consumer confidence 
report in the mailing of the April 24 bills. 

Anyone who did not receive a copy can access 
it on the town’s website at monson-ma.gov, or pick 
one up at the Water and Sewer Department at 198 
Main Street, the Town Office Building, 110 Main 
Street, or the Monson Free Library at 2 High Street.

Submitted photo

Church Members Honored
PALMER — As part of its 175th anniversary, Second Congregational Church 

recognized its faithful who have been members for over 50 years during the Sun-
day, April 23 worship service. Shown here (from left) are: Keith Hooton 52 years; 
Joyce Sizer (standing in for Marjorie Mancuso, 53 years); Irene Sherman, 58 years; 
Wendy Story, 55 years; Shirley Christensen, 52 years; Janet Sullivan, 61 years; June 
Haendiges, 63 years; Janice Lovell, 72 years; Peter Izyk, 58 years; Barbara Hooton, 
78 years; and Len Hooton, 66 years. Noah and Ben Les, the youngest members of the 
congregation, presented them with gifts from the church.  Missing from the photo are 
Roberta Biron, 73 years; Archie Biron, 60 years; and Suzanne Gray, 64 years.

Town of Palmer
taxes due next week

PALMER — The town’s tax collector would 
like to remind all taxpayers that fiscal year 2023 
fourth quarter real estate and personal property tax 
bills are due and payable by Monday, May 1. 

The Tax Collector’s office is accepting credit 
and debit card payments for property taxes either on 
the town website at townofpalmer.com or at the tax 
office inside the town office building at 4417 Main 
Street. No telephone payments can be accepted. 
Credit cards accepted are Master Card, VISA, Dis-
cover and American Express.

Call the collector’s office at 283-2601 with 
any questions. Office hours are: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday 
(closed Friday).

Contributed photo

The Northeast Large Scale Train Show will be held April 28-29 at the Eastern State 
Exposition fairgrounds.   

Model train enthusiasts 
all-aboard for weekend 
railway show

SPRINGFIELD  — Rachel’s Ta-
ble, a program of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Western Massachusetts, recently 
received a federal grant of more than 
$300,000 over three years from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture to help the 
program expand its Bea’s Harvest and 
Growing Gardens initiatives. 

According to a press release, the 
grant is part of the USDA’s Regional 
Food System Partnerships program and 
will also enable Rachel’s Table to ex-
plore economic incentives for farmers 
and employment pathways for people 
impacted by food insecurity.

“We are grateful to the USDA for 
this grant, which will allow us to infuse 
more fresh produce into food insecure 
communities in Western Massachusetts 
through our Growing Gardens and Bea’s 
Harvest initiatives,” said Jodi Falk, di-
rector of Rachel’s Table.

“This grant will also help us to con-
tribute and collaborate with local leaders 
on food system resiliency experiments 
and explore economic incentives for 
farmers that encourage regenerative and 
equitable farming practices that benefit 
the land and community.”  

The USDA grant will help Rachel’s 
Table maintain its Growing Gardens and 
Bea’s Harvest initiatives, the release 
states. This Summer, Bea’s Harvest, 
Rachel’s Table’s 15-year-old gleaning 
initiative, will be able to develop and 
launch countywide “glean teams” of vol-
unteers who will harvest produce from 

local farms and deliver it to partner agen-
cies every week.

These new teams are expected to 
help Rachel’s Table increase poundage 
gleaned from approximately 10,000 to 
54,000 pounds per year.

For Growing Gardens, the grant will 
secure the continuation of this initiative 
through 2025 and support partnerships 
with local organizations like NOFA-MA 
(providing urban garden expertise) and 
FOCUS Springfield (providing youth-
led documentary filmmaking). It will 
also support development of a sustain-
ability plan for Growing Gardens mov-
ing forward and provide seed funds to 
participating agencies to maintain their 
garden projects after they graduate from 
this initiative.

The organization said Rachel’s Ta-
ble will explore and collaborate with 
other local organizations, agencies and 
training programs to provide Growing 
Gardens alumni with more opportuni-
ties to expand their food independence 
efforts. For example, Growing Gardens 
alumni could work with other local pro-
grams to access business planning cours-
es or participate in culinary education 
programs.

To learn more about Rachel’s Table’s 
food rescue initiatives and volunteering 
opportunities visit rachelstablepv.org.

USDA grant helps Rachel’s Table 
expand fresh food initiatives

Elmira College
Alexis Barnes of Palmer was named to the 

Dean’s List at Elmira College for the 2023 win-
ter Term. Full-time undergraduate students reg-
istered for at least 12 computable credit hours 
and earning a term grade-point average of 3.6 or 
higher at the end of Term I or Term II are placed 
on the Dean’s List at the college.

Campus 
N o t e s

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

• Basic Computer Use — 

• Resumé Building & Updating

• English Language Learning

• GED/HiSET Preparation

• Reading, Writing, Math

• Citizenship Exam

• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

• Basic Computer Use — 

• Resumé Building & Updating

• English Language Learning

• GED/HiSET Preparation

• Reading, Writing, Math

• Citizenship Exam

• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORS NEEDED
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional & educational 

needs. English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, Resume writing

Computer Security Class in conjuction 
with POST Computer Systems on

Wednesday, May 24th at 1pm
May Basket Raffle begins May 1

Awesome Selection of Items, Museum Passes, 
Restaurant Gift Certificates, Handmade Quilts, 

Baskets, Candles and Soaps.
All baskets will be on display beginning May 1st

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $300/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

ipal Vulnerability Preparedness project and “con-
cepts for implementing nature-based flood resilience 
measures along Chicopee Brook,” the flyer from Uli-
ana’s office states.

Another related meeting, this one hybrid, is 
scheduled for 6-7 p.m. on Thursday, May 11. The 
town is updating its climate vulnerability and hazard 
mitigation plans and again wants public input. Hav-
ing an updated plan allows towns and cities to apply 
for state and federal agencies that could yield $1 mil-
lion or more in public grants to implement plans and 
help pay for recovery efforts if needed.

This meeting can be attended in-person at Town 
Hall or over Zoom by accessing a link available on 
the town’s website.

Whatever amount of money that flows to the 
town through the effort, it could be used in a variety 
of ways, from shoring up infrastructure, to working 
with partner organizations tasked with informing 
and aiding residents during floods, power outages 
and other weather-induced events. 

This type of planning and pre-emptive work has 
built-in cost effectiveness. FEMA estimates that for 
every $1 invested in mitigation and planning, munic-
ipalities can save $6 in the wake of a flood or other 
natural disaster.

Most of the Commonwealth’s focus has been 
on coastal areas, but Western and Central Massachu-
setts are starting to get some attention, too.

FEMA and other agencies correlate to increas-
ingly violent and disruptive weather events, such as:

•	 Sea level rise of 11 inches over the past 100 
years

•	 The average temperature increased 2.9 de-
grees in the Commonwealth since 1895

•	 Warmer weather extending the growing sea-
son by 15 days since 1950

•	 Fewer days below freezing during winter
•	 Incidents of heavy precipitation increased 

55% since 1958
•	 Nearly a week’s worth of more “high-heat 

days – over 90 degrees – in the Commonwealth.

For more information, contact Uliana by call-
ing 688-0022 or by emailing her at tuliana@mon-
son-ma.gov. 

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Members of the Quaboag 
Valley Food Policy Council met for the 
second time since its formation, and be-
gan brainstorming the Council’s vision 
and mission statements.

At the April 19 meeting, Project Co-
ordinator for Community Health Emily 
Coderre had members break down into 
small discussion groups to come up with 
ideas for the statements, before coming 
back together as a whole to share their 
ideas.

“We will draft a vision and mission 
and bring it back to everybody for fur-
ther input,” she said.

Coderre explained that a vision 
statement is what the Council wants to 
accomplish in a perfect world, and the 
mission is more action oriented.

“A mission statement is concise, 
outcome oriented and inclusive,” she 
said.

The Council was divided into two 
groups; in-person attendees and remote 
attendees.

Coderre asked them to create a vi-
sion for where they see the Council in 
the next year, three years and even five 
years.

For the first year, members said they 
would like to identify the nutritional 
needs and food security issues people in 
the Quaboag Valley are faced with.

“Wouldn’t it be great if we had a 
really good picture of food efforts go-
ing on?” asked Gail Gramarossa of the 
Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance. 
“Where are gaps?”

One member of the Council, Jean 

Smith, said she sees the need in the 
towns her food pantry services each day.

“Every day I have new families 
calling me because they are in trouble,” 
Smith said.

Smith’s food pantry covers three 
towns that are located miles from the 
nearest grocery store, limiting the avail-
ability of fresh and healthy food.

Not everyone has the means to trav-
el either, she said.

“There’s no public transportation, 
no public housing, or you’re a senior liv-
ing in a housing authority. There’s one 
bank and two stop lights in three towns. 
If they want to grocery shop, it’s 11 miles 
one direction or 12 the other,” she said. 
“I’m fighting every day to keep it going.”

Government assistance, such as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, can offer relief for people on fixed 
or low incomes, but many are unaware if 
they qualify or not.

The amount of SNAP benefits peo-
ple receive each month has fluctuated 
greatly since the start of the pandemic as 
well, making it difficult to rely on.

One issue, Smith said, was giving 
too many SNAP benefits during COVID.

“It’s a yo-yo,” Smith said. “They cut 
it back so far [after COVID] that it’s less 
than they were getting pre-COVID.”  

With the cost of groceries and other 
necessary items going up, along with the 
cost of utilities and medicine, seniors es-
pecially can’t afford to meet their basic 
needs.

“They’re living on what I’m giving 
them,” Smith said. “The food pantry is 
supposed to supplement what they can’t 
afford to buy. Now they rely on me…I’ve 
basically become their entire food bud-

get and that’s sad.”
Smith shared some ways she has 

pushed back against this rising need in 
her towns, by contacting legislators, and 
also organizing a growing program with 
the local school along with a canned 
soup drive.

High school students grow plants 
in greenhouses and then give them out 
to bring home and plant. Whatever that 
plant produces, the grower gives to the 
food pantry. 

“We get a lot of fruits and vegeta-
bles all summer long with that program,” 
Smith said.

Smith has also sent postcards to leg-
islators, advocating for change.

Group members also looked at cre-
ating connections between food sources 
and building a volunteer base in the com-
ing years.

“We should have a good picture of 
what is available now,” Council member 
and Senior Outreach Program Coordina-
tor with the Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation Carol Zins 
said. 

Members also talked about hosting 
cooking classes that focus on creating 
healthy and affordable meals, as well as 
increasing community dinners, similar 
to the Knights of Columbus’s monthly 
meal delivery program.

The nutritional and food needs will 
need to be understood, as well as the bar-
riers preventing people from access.

Farmers markets are another way to 
bring fresh food directly to residents.

For the mission statement, Coderre 
asked the members why the Council 
exists, who will it serve and how it will 
serve them.

Gramarossa said this is the first time 
this kind of group has been organized in 
the Quaboag Valley and she saw it as an 
opportunity to speak for the needs of the 
region.

“This is a chance to represent this 
often-overlooked area,” she said. “They 
[the Council] can be the voice.”

The focus of the mission would be 
to connect people to existing resources, 
access to healthy food, share best prac-
tices among food pantries and improve 
on what already works.

“We have both the urgent needs, as 
well as some longer term improvements 
to work on,” Gramarossa said.

The next hybrid meeting of the 
QVFPC will be held on Wednesday, May 
10 from 9-10 a.m. at E2E, 79 Main St., 
with Zoom access available.

About QVFPC
The Quaboag Valley Food Policy 

Council is funded through a grant re-
ceived by the Town of Ware in partner-
ship with Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation, covering 
the towns of Ware, Belchertown, Palm-
er, Monson, Wales, Holland, Brimfield, 
Warren, Brookfield, West Brookfield, 
North Brookfield and East Brookfield.

The Council is open to all, and ev-
eryone is welcome to join in the discus-
sion. 

For more information, people may 
email the Council Coordinator, Caitlin 
Geaghan at cgeaghan@townofware.com 
or Project Coordinator for Communi-
ty Health, Emily Coderre at ecoderre@
townofware.com.

 

Food policy council looks at short and long-term needs

CLIMATE  ❙  from page 1

PALMER — The Baystate 
Wing Hospital Physical Therapy, 
Audiology and Rehabilitation team 
will be relocating into the Griswold 
Building located on the Baystate 
Wing campus effective Monday, 
May 8. 

“Improving access for patients 
to the physical therapy and rehabil-
itation team is essential,” said Tim 
Murphy, clinical rehabilitation su-
pervisor at Baystate Rehabilitation 
Care – Palmer, located in Baystate 
Wing Hospital.

“The same great team our 
community has come to know and 
depend on will continue to deliver 
exceptional care in this new space,” 
said Murphy. 

“Audiology is looking forward 
to providing state of the art care 
in our new wheelchair accessible 
sound booth that is equipped with 
the latest technology for hearing 
care for patients of all ages,” said 
Jeanne Coburn, the facility’s audi-
ology supervisor. 

“The relocation and renova-
tions to the new space for rehabil-
itation services was a $1.7 million 
dollar investment,” Baystate Health 
Regional Hospitals President Ron 
Bryant said. 

According to a news release, 
moving into the Griswold building 
will improve access to services for 
community members in need of re-
habilitation and audiology care. In 
the hospital, the rehabilita-
tion clinic was located on 
the second floor – a long 

walk for patients – many of whom 
already had mobility issues and 
were seeking physical therapy for 
that reason, the release states.

The Griswold building has am-
ple parking and easy access to the 
entrance of the building and to our 
care team. 

“The move to the new loca-
tion includes renovating the space 
with new walls, flooring, cabinets, 
signage, furniture, and equipment,” 
Murphy said.

According to Coburn, “Anoth-
er benefit of the move is the extra 
space for our team and patients, 
in addition to the open gym space 
there are five private treatment 
rooms. There are two private audi-
ology rooms, each equipped with 
a sound booth and hearing aid pro-
gramming equipment.” “Our reha-
bilitation team is ready to provide 
care to an array of patients of all 
ages and abilities and brings a pas-
sion for providing sports and stroke 
rehabilitation as well as amputee 
and prosthetic rehabilitation to the 
region,” Murphy said.

“We provide care with an un-
derstanding for the physical, emo-
tional, and rehabilitative aspects 
of getting our patients back to the 
highest quality of life and an athlete 
back in the game or on the field. We 
offer early morning and late eve-
ning appointment hours to accom-
modate all schedules and are open 

Monday through Thursday from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m.” 

The Baystate Rehabilitation 
Care team at Baystate Wing Hospi-
tal in Palmer provides a full range 
of rehabilitation and audiology ser-
vices which help patients regain 
function and achieve recovery.

“Our team of experienced phys-
ical and occupational therapists will 
work with you and your referring 
physician to develop an individu-
alized treatment plan designed to 
reach your goals,” the release states.

“Our team of audiologists will 
work with patients and their fami-
lies to enhance communication so 
that all will enjoy their lives to the 
fullest. Additionally, the team offers 
rehabilitation services including; a 
certified hand program, vestibular 
disorders (balance, dizziness, and 
gait problems), and hearing aid dis-
pensing services.”

For more information about 
Rehabilitation Services, including 
Occupational and Hand Therapy 
Services and Audiology at Baystate 
Rehabilitation Care - Palmer ,call 
413-370-5254.

Submitted photo

The Baystate Rehabilitation Care team at Baystate Wing 
Hospital in Palmer provides a full range of rehabilitation  
and audiology services which help patients regain func-
tion and achieve recovery. 

Baystate Wing Rehabilitation team moves to new campus space
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Wilbraham Troop 359 to hold 
Annual Mother’s Day Plant 

Sale May 13
WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 359 will 

have their annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale on Sat-
urday, May 13  in St. Cecilia’s Church parking lot 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sales 
and donations help pay for 
camping equipment, sup-
plies, program materials, 
registration and activity 
fees throughout the year. 
People come and shop at 
the troop’s plant sale year 
after year. The generous 
community support is 
greatly appreciated. Thank 
you from Troop 359. For 
more info, contact Lorna 
Lawrence 413-214-8771.
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Viewpoints

I received a pruning question from a 
reader as a follow-up to my recent article 
on the subject of what to prune when in 
terms of spring flowering bushes.  

The question was directly related to 
pruning a white magnolia bush. Without 
knowing the species exactly, I would ven-
ture to guess that because it is white the 
question relates to Magnolia stellata, or the 
Star Magnolia and not it’s cousin, the large 
pinkish-purple flowered Saucer Magnolia.  

The Star Magnolia is a shrub or small 
tree that is high-
ly adaptable to 
various soils and 
heat/cold condi-
tions spanning 
from Maine to 
Georgia, to Min-
nesota and even 
the West Coast.  

F r a g r a n t 
flowers are 
3-5-inches wide 
and typically 
made up of 12-18 tepals (a term for pet-
als and sepals together) but depending on 
which cultivar or variety chosen, there may 
be upwards of 30-50 of these per flower.  

What makes this bush extra showy (if 
double flowers weren’t enough!) is that it 
blooms prior to leaf break, and the flowers 
show up beautifully against smooth gray 
bark.  

Because it can stay in bloom long - if 
conditions are right, almost three weeks, 
sometimes there is an overlap of unfurling 
leaves alongside flowers.  

It’s a beauty alright.  
Sometimes a heat wave, then a cold 

wave can turn the flowers to mush over-
night, but it is a chance we gardeners take.  
This year the show is a glorious one, in-
deed.  

Our reader wrote in that his Magnolia 
has suffered some damage in the late snow-
storm we had.  Branches were bent and bro-
ken and some corrective pruning needed to 
happen, but when?  Typically, regular prun-
ing would take place after flowering so as 
not to compromise upcoming blooms, but 
this type of pruning can be accomplished 
as needed to prevent further injury. 

Prune back to limbs that show no sign 
of injury. 

Regular training of the tree should be 
done within the first five years - magnolias 
are notoriously slow healers; so bigger cuts 
could take a long time to heal.  

Thank you for your question.  I hope 
this helps.

The following question came from 
Marvin, who is wondering how to acclima-
tize overwintered geraniums back into the 
garden.  

“I potted some geraniums from the 
garden last fall and took them into the 
house.   They have been blooming since 
late February and bring sunshine and joy to 
the room!!! I would like to put them back 
into the garden this spring.What steps do 
I need to take to make this transition suc-
cessful?  Cut them back? etc.”

Yay!  I am so happy that you had suc-
cess with your geraniums.  

Like you, I have been doing this same 
process for a few years now and agree with 

you that they do 
indeed add “sun-
shine and joy” to 
our indoor spaces 
at a time when 
we need it.  

You are 
smart to think 
about the transi-
tion back into the 
garden.  If you 
were to simply 
move them out-

side on the first nice day, no doubt you’d be 
met with disappointment.  

First off, I would gradually start re-
ducing the amount of fertilizer you are 
giving them, if any.  We don’t want a lot 
of tender new growth that could be suscep-
tible to damage from the elements.  Next, 
give the plants a good grooming. Lift up 
foliage to reveal any brown leaves or spent 
flowers and pinch these away.  

Now comes shaping.  
If the plants have grown lopsided 

prune them back to a good overall shape 
by cutting stems to right above a node (the 
place where the stems of the leaves attach).  
If you are happy, stop here and begin to 
harden them off.  

I would try this beginning around 
Mother’s Day Weekend barring there is no 
frost in the forecast. Find a sheltered spot 
(from wind and sun) and set them outside 
for a few hours then bring them in for the 
night. 

Gradually expose the plants to more 
and more sun until they are outside all day 
and night.  The process should take a week 
to 10 days.  

By following these steps, you will 
hopefully avoid sun scald and other issues.  
Best of luck to you!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Garden Lady questions for a 
rainy Sunday

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

Balance the federal 
budget? Sure, but 
it’s tougher than 
you think

There is a lot of discussion in Washington 
these days on what to do about the federal defi-
cit. It continues to grow, and House Republi-
cans in particular have made addressing it a key 
part of their agenda. 

Early on, House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
told his caucus that it would get a chance to 
vote on a 10-year pathway to a balanced budget 
at some point this year. More recently, though, 
GOP leaders have downplayed that expecta-
tion, instead arguing that they should focus on 
how to keep spending down as a short-term 
goal. And rank-and-file members are weighing 
in with their own plans, hoping to gain traction 
in the splintered GOP caucus.

None of this, though, takes into account 
the rough sledding Republican-favored propos-
als will face in the Democratic-led Senate, let 
alone negotiations with the White House. 

While a balanced budget remains a po-
tent talking point for many politicians, as well 
as for voters who worry about the impact of 
growing deficits, there’s a reason that coalesc-
ing around a plan to make significant budget 
cuts – let alone reach a balance between federal 
revenues and expenditures – has proven so dif-
ficult. That’s because it’s not just brutally hard 
to achieve, but may be politically impossible. 
Especially if, as both Democrats and Republi-
cans have declared, cuts to Social Security and 
Medicare and possibly defense are off the table.

To understand why this is, I’ve found a 
New York Times article from the beginning of 
March quite helpful. In it, Alicia Parlapiano, 
Margot Sanger-Katz, and Josh Katz, reporters 
and graphics experts, lay out what it would 
take to reach a balanced budget in 10 years. For 
starters, they point out that taking things off the 
table – tax increases, say, or cuts to Social Se-
curity, Medicare, or the military – makes things 
exponentially more difficult. 

If all of those were to be considered 
non-starters, then balancing the budget would 
require cutting everything else by 70%. That’s 
everything from food assistance to retirement 
benefits for the military to transportation and 
agriculture subsidies and spending on law en-
forcement and education. 

“Cuts of that magnitude,” the trio write, 
“would mean the firings of most federal work-
ers in agencies like the F.B.I., the Parks Service 
and the State Department, and huge reductions 
in food assistance and military retirement.”

It’s hard to imagine something like that 
could get through Congress.

But of course that means tax increases and 
changes to Social Security, Medicare and mil-
itary spending would need to be part of budget 
discussions. And every one of them is politi-
cally tricky.

This hasn’t stopped Republicans in Con-
gress from making a stab at it. The Republican 
Study Committee, which gathers together most 
of the GOP caucus in the House, has a plan 
that relies on deep cuts to Medicaid and other 
non-defense spending, along with raising the 
Medicare eligibility age over time to 70, doing 
the same with Social Security, and reducing So-
cial Security payments to higher-wage earners. 
The House Freedom Caucus, meanwhile, has 
its own plan, which involves capping spending 
at 2022 levels for the next decade, instituting 
new work requirements for welfare recipients, 
requiring a congressional OK on all major fed-
eral regulations and other changes.

If you try to look at the issue in a non-par-
tisan manner, it doesn’t appear any more pal-
atable. The Times article notes that the Con-
gressional Budget Office has a list of over 100 
steps that could make a meaningful dent in the 
deficit. These range from increasing payroll 
taxes or creating a new tax on consumption to 
eliminating itemized tax deductions altogether 
to deferring spending on military hardware and 
eliminating some agriculture programs. 

Each would spark a pitched congressional 
battle.

My point here is not to say that a balanced 
budget, or even significant steps to cut the defi-
cit, is impossible. But as members of the House 
and Senate and President Biden stake out their 
positions and then get deep into negotiations, it 
will help to understand why those negotiations 
are likely to become tense and difficult. 

The budget, after all, is the blueprint for 
how the government affects life in the U.S. Ev-
eryone wants to balance it, but making serious 
steps in that direction will require true sacrifice.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and Interna-
tional Studies; and a Professor of Practice at 
the IU O’Neill School of Public and Environ-
mental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years.
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Why can’t I get Social 
Security Disability on 
my own or my
husband’s record?

Dear Rusty: I am considered disabled by State of 
Washington doctors, but Social Security has turned me 
down three times when I applied for disability saying 
I don’t have enough work points. I am the wife of a 
retired, disabled veteran who served over 20 years in 
the U.S. Navy. I raised three children, one of which is 
disabled. How do I get Social Security to accept my 
disability? 

Signed: Frustrated and Disabled

Dear Frustrated and Disabled: Social Security’s 
criteria for disability eligibility are separate and dis-
tinctly different from any other authority such as the 
State of Washington. To be eligible for Social Security 
Disability Insurance benefits, you must have earned a 
minimum number of credits on your own from working 
and contributing to Social Security and that work must 
have occurred recently (you must have worked at least 
five of the last ten years). If you did not personally earn 
the required credits through recent work, you cannot 
get SSDI benefits. I presume that is what Social Securi-
ty has determined to be the case for you. And to clarify, 
you must be totally disabled (rendering you unable to 
work for at least one year) and that must be confirmed 
by your medical service providers, who will be contact-
ed by Social Security’s representatives.

For information, SSDI is an individually earned 
entitlement, thus your husband’s lifetime earnings his-
tory applies only to him, and his earnings record does 
not extend to you for SSDI purposes (in other words, 
he might be eligible for early SSDI benefits on his own, 
but his eligibility for those benefits does not make you 
eligible too). Nevertheless, if your husband is collecting 
SSDI benefits and you are caring for your child who 
became disabled before age 22, or if your husband is 
collecting SS and any of your children are under age 
16, you may be eligible for “child-in-care” spousal 
benefits. Child-in-care spouse benefits are available at 
any age, but your husband would need to be collecting 
either SSDI or his regular SS retirement benefit for you 
to be eligible for those benefits. And if your husband 
is collecting SS of any kind, his disabled child (or any 
minor children under 18) may also be eligible for de-
pendent child benefits from him, subject to the Family 
Maximum. 

So, to answer your specific question about how to 
get Social Security to “accept your disability,” unless 
you meet the recent work test and have earned the need-
ed credits on your own as described above, and are to-
tally disabled, you cannot. You may wish to confirm this 
by discussing your situation with an attorney who spe-
cializes in SSDI matters. You can find such an attorney 
online by searching for “SSDI attorney near me” - just 
be sure to fully vet any firm you are considering. SSDI 
attorneys should not charge for an initial consultation 
and they will only take your case if they believe you can 
win (they take their fees from any back SSDI benefits 
they can secure for you). SSDI attorney fees are also 
limited by federal law, and seeking such counsel should 
not result in any out-of-pocket expense for you. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature American Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other governmental en-
tity. To submit a question, visit their website amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Focusing on the growing need 
for living donors

SPRINGFIELD  – The need for donated 
organs and tissues in the United States and 
here in New England is great.

There are currently over 100,000 men, 
women and children on the national transplant 
waiting list. Every 10 minutes another person 
is added to the list. Despite the fact that some 
170 million people in the United States have 
registered as organ donors, 17 people still die 
each day waiting for an organ transplant.

While that may sound like a large num-
ber of registered donors, the fact is that not 
everyone who registers is able to donate, and 
many more people are left waiting for a trans-
plant than there are organs available, according 
to  Dr. Kenneth McPartland, surgical director 
of Kidney Transplantation,  Transplant Divi-
sion, Baystate Medical Center.

“That is why more donors, especially liv-
ing donors, are needed. Becoming a living do-
nor is a growing option today for altruistic per-
sons who want to give the gift of life,” he said.

April is National Donate Life Month, a 
time when Donate Life organizations across 
the country strive to make life possible by edu-

cating and motivating individuals to register to 
become an organ, eye and tissue donor.

As part of Donate Life Month, the public 
is encouraged to sign organ donor cards. Po-
tential donors need only to sign a donor card, 
indicate his or her wishes on a driver’s license, 
or register online at Donate Life America (reg-
isterme.org).

However, while a signed donor card, on-
line registration and driver’s license  with an 
“organ donor” designation are legal docu-
ments, organ and tissue donation is best dis-
cussed with family members prior to any dona-
tion so that one’s wishes are known in advance, 
noted Dr. McPartland.

As a deceased donor, you can help mul-
tiple people in need of life saving organs and 
tissues. One person can donate their heart, 
lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, and intestines 
for organ transplantation. In addition, cornea 
donation can give the gift of sight, and tissue 
donation can change the lives of many people 
in need.

Baystate Medical Center offers the only 
Transplant Services in western Massachusetts 
for adults requiring kidney transplantation, 
with some 160 patients currently on its waiting 
list.

Approximately 85% of patients on the 

national waiting list are in need of a kidney. 
The average waiting time for a kidney from a 
deceased donor is often over five years. A kid-
ney from a living donor, then, offers a patient 
an alternative to years of dialysis and the na-
tional transplant waitlist and is a safer option 
for the recipient. Donors can live healthy lives 
with one kidney and the act of donating can be 
extremely rewarding.

All potential donors must be in good 
health and undergo some medical testing be-
fore being accepted as a living donor by Bay-
state Medical Center’s Transplant Team to 
make sure they are an acceptable candidate for 
donation. Living kidney donors must be over 
the age of 18 and in good health.

Barbara Kelleher of Belchertown became 
a living kidney donor on March 30, 2022.

She knew that a fellow parishioner was on 
dialysis and in need of a kidney. She friended 
his wife on Facebook asking if he was still in 
need. 

She replied, “He does still need a kidney. 
It’s been 2 ½ years on dialysis, which keeps 
him alive but is grueling. Your prayers would 
be appreciated.”

Kelleher responded: “God’s been telling 
me to offer a kidney to him, and I’m happy to 

National Donate Life Month in April brings
attention to the need for more organ donors
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April 27, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 5

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

CLUES ACROSS
1. It’s all over the 

beach
5. A cirque
8. Corpuscle count 

(abbr.)
11. Influential report 

author
13. Satisfaction
14. Recurring only at 

long intervals
15. Islamic calendar 

month
16. Neither
17. Gelatinous 

substance
18. American 

electronic music 
producer

20. Old computer 
system

21. Professional 
organization

22. Malaria 
mosquitoes

25. Not composed of 
matter

30. It’s in the ocean

31. Peyton’s little 
brother

32. French commune
33. Eyelashes
38. Equal (prefix)
41. Quality of little or 

no rain
43. One who beheads
45. Sung to
48. Influential punk 

artist
49. Amount of time
50. Polio vaccine 

developer
55. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
56. Job
57. Flat-bottomed 

sailboat
59. Japanese wooden 

clog
60. Folk singer 

DiFranco
61. FL city
62. Naturally occurring 

solid
63. Language of 

indigenous Asian 

people
64. Dark brown

CLUES DOWN
1. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
2. Zoroastrian concept 

of holy fire
3. Venomous snake 

genus
4. Uninteresting
5. Straightforwardness
6. Expression of wild 

excitement
7. Arrange in order
8. East Indian cereal 

grass
9. Hillsides
10. Bird beak covering
12. Baseball stat
14. Edge of a 

surfboard
19. Wrapping 

accessory
23. Express approval
24. Deduce
25. Similar
26. Born  of

27. Automobile
28. Obliged to repay
29. Live in
34. Influential 

journalist Tarbell
35. Set aflame
36. OJ trial judge
37. Scottish town
39. African nation
40. Egg-shaped wind 

instrument
41. Mimic
42. Frees
44. In slow tempo
45. Sword
46. Related on the 

mother’s side
47. Mars crater
48. Plant of the lily 

family
51. Suitable in the 

circumstances
52. Hillside
53. Metrical foot
54. Amazon river 

tributary
58. Adult male human

“I heard comments from people who have lived in town 
forever and had never known about it, so that tells me 
we need to promote it more.”

Conservation Commission Chairman Donald 
Blaise also expressed a desire to put together a new 
event at the previous meeting, and hoped to continue 
the discussion with Saint George. Blaise said that years 
ago, a successful community event was put on, and 
that he wanted to bring it back after coming out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The scavenger hunt will be dispersed throughout 
the conservation trails around town, with clues of his-
torical and cultural relevance to the town. Commission 
member Dorothy Lawrence suggested the inclusion of 
different skill levels of clues, so that both children and 
adults of all learning levels can participate.

“Turning it into an all-day event across the entire 
town could be really fun,” Lawrence said. “I think 
blowing it up into a big event and having some kind of 
a grand prize would be great.”

Saint George and the commission members dis-
cussed different choices for the obtaining of clues 
throughout the hunt, such as individuals stationed at 
each location to provide a clue. It was also suggested 
that printed QR codes could be used for participants to 
scan and view the clues on their cell phones. 

The scavenger hunt will take place on August 26, 
with times and more details to follow after further plan-
ning between Blaise and Saint George. The event will 
serve as a fundraiser to acquire a kiosk and more sig-
nage for the Midura conservation area. 

“This will be a great opportunity for the town to 
really get to know our land,” Blaise said. “A lot of peo-
ple were out on the trails in 
2020, wondering what this 
place is and what the histo-
ry is and having no idea.”

“Well, I think we can 
say through this event, 
come to learn more about 
this land and why we on 
the commission strive to 
preserve it.”

For more information 
about the Conservation 
Commission, meetings can 
be found at m-pact.tv.

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – The Chicopee 
4Rivers Watershed Council held its 
spring kick-off meeting, highlight-
ing the work that’s been done since 
it was formed almost 10 years ago, 
and plans going forward.

River enthusiasts from the 
towns within the commonwealth’s 
largest watershed filled the Palmer 
Historical and Cultural Center in 
Three Rivers on April 20, discuss-
ing ways they can work together to 
bring awareness to the Council’s 
work.

The purpose of the Council is to 
give a voice for the four rivers that 
make up the watershed, the Swift, 
Ware, Quaboag and Chicopee, said 
C4R Coordinator Keith Davies. 

All four of those rivers con-
verge in Palmer. 

“A lot of communities are re-
connecting with their river,” Da-
vies said. “We’ve kind of become 
the voice to get neighboring towns 
talking to each other.”

Water sampling
Davies talked about some of 

the Council’s focuses last year, in-
cluding expanding the Blue Trails 
and continued bacteria monitoring.

Davies and a crew of volun-
teers take water samples at 15 loca-
tions to monitor the bacteria count, 
to determine if the water is safe for 
recreational activities. 

“Sampling for bacteria is a sim-
ple way to do that,” he said. “This 
helps river users know water is 
safe.”

If bacteria counts are high, this 
speaks to the health of the river, 
and possible areas of concern.

“If you want to enjoy the riv-
ers, you want to know it’s healthy,” 
Davies said.

Three out of four Americans 
participate in outdoor recreation 
each year, Davies said, and paddle 
sports are among the fastest grow-
ing segments of the industry. 

“More people go fishing each 
year than go to Disney World,” Da-
vies said.

Samples are collected at the 
sites twice a month on Thursday 
mornings, June through Septem-
ber. These sites are paddling access 
points along the Blue Trails

A Blue Trail is just like a hik-
ing trail, but for paddlers, Davies 
said. 

“We’re used to trails in the 
woods, in this case, the river is the 
path,” he said.

Blue Trails
The Blue Trails cover 34 miles 

and are broken up into four sec-
tions, the Upper Ware River, Lower 
Ware River, Upper Quaboag River 
and Upper Chicopee River.

Most of the Blue Trails are 
on calm water, except for a sec-
tion of the Upper Ware River 
Blue Trail where there is white-
water. This section starts at the 
Ware River Park access in Gilbert-
ville and continues for three miles 
to the Church Street access.

The Ware River Park access 
was added to the Blue Trail last year 
after Davies approached the town 
of Hardwick about putting one up-

stream from the existing access at 
New Furnace.

“It reignited their park project,” 
Davies said.

Now Ware River Park has two 
access points for paddlers, a kiosk 
with Blue Trails map, more parking, 
and a nearly finished segment of 
rail trail, with more improvements 
planned. 

C4R created another new ac-
cess point on the Upper Ware River 
Blue Trail, along the newest section 
of Mass Central Rail Trail managed 
by the East Quabbin Land Trust on 
Church Street in Ware.

“It didn’t exist before, and will 

now be available to people,” Davies 
said. 

Further down the Ware River, a 
new kiosk with Blue Trail sign was 
added at the Banas Farm access off 
Robbins Road. 

Davies described it as a “rus-
tic” launch, which runs to the Ben-
net Street Bridge Abutments access 
behind Forest Lake.

Restoration
In addition to bacteria moni-

toring and expansion of the Blue 
Trails, C4R also works to remove 
invasive water chestnut plants. 

These aquatic plants need to be 

pulled from the water by hand regu-
larly a few times a year to limit their 
growth.

The next water chestnut pulls 
will be held at Oxford Marsh in 
Chicopee on Saturday, June 24 at 9 
a.m. (rain date June 25 at 1 p.m.); 
Saturday, July 15 at 9 a.m. (rain 
date Sunday, July 16 at 1 p.m.); Sat-
urday, Aug. 12 at 9 a.m. (rain date 
Sunday, Aug. 13 at 1 p.m.); with a 
final pull in late August. 

Water chestnut pulls will also 
begin at the Red Bridge access 
sometime in mid-June.

Other restoration work C4R 
takes part in are general cleanups to 
remove litter and debris.

Going forward in 2023
“Volunteers are always great to 

have,” Davies said, adding that C4R 
needs a core team of people to con-
tinue moving forward.

“Sampling and trail work 
wouldn’t be possible without vol-
unteers,” he said.

C4R is also hosting fun and 
educational events to bring more 
attention to the rivers, including a 
poetry and photo contest held over 
the summer. 

The theme of the Haiku & Pic-
ture Contest is “Our Local Rivers,” 
with entries accepted beginning 
June 1. Deadline for submissions is 
Sept. 18. 

People can capture a Haiku 
moment or an image of a river or 
tributary in the C4R watershed. 
There is a limit of three Haiku po-
ems per entry; preferably original, 
unpublished work.

Photos should be 5 by 7-inch 

copies or jpeg format. 
Poems and photos need to cap-

ture a sense of the local rivers or 
watershed, and a river or tributary 
in the C4R watershed should be the 
focus.

Electronic Haiku copies should 
be sent as a Microsoft Word docu-
ment, and paper submission should 
have two copies, one with the au-
thor’s name and one without.

Categories include youth under 
18 and adults. Please note your age 
on the submission.

Winners will be announced at 
C4R’s annual summit in early No-
vember.

How to help
People can also help support 

the work of C4R by becoming a 
member.

Memberships and donations 
help C4R with resources for basic 
operations, including preparing 
events, creating and maintaining 
Blue Trails, collecting samples, 
writing reports and performing 
community outreach.

C4R has established a nonprof-
it relationship with the Connecticut 
River Conservancy, which holds 
and manages C4R funds for tax ex-
empt purposes for all donors who 
want this coverage.

To become a member, visit 
c4rivers.org and click on “Member-
ship – Join/Support C4R.”

For more information or to get 
involved, visit c4rivers.org, email 
chicopeewatershed@gmail.com or 
find Chicopee4Rivers on Facebook.

C4R Watershed Council holds kick-off meeting
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LUDLOW -- For the first time 
ever, the Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office will be hosting an interna-
tionally renowned jazz musician 
and his band at a special concert for 
the justice-involved population at 
the Main Institution in Ludlow. 

Avery Sharpe and his band will 
be debuting his new album, “I Am 
My Neighbor’s Keeper,” at the jail 
starting at 1 p.m. Friday, April 21 in 
one of three shows aimed at spread-
ing the album’s message about 
people doing a better job recogniz-
ing that we aren’t as different as it 
seems at times and that we’re all in 
this together. 

“The U.S political climate has 
drastically changed in the past 40 
plus years. In this age of greed, 
basic human compassion has been 
eroded. There is a need to remind 

people that each of us is here on 
this planet for a very short period of 
time,” Sharpe said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter if one has a religious approach 
or a secular approach, it all comes 
down to concern and compassion 
for each other. It is my hope and 
mission as an artist to remind us 
that we all are interconnected and 
that we are our neighbor’s keepers. 
When we help to uplift one, we up-
lift everyone.” 

Sheriff Nick Cocchi, when pre-
sented with the concept of hosting 
such a concert for the justice-in-
volved, was excited to welcome 
Sharpe and his music. 

“Any time we can give the peo-
ple in our care and custody some-
thing in addition to the wide range 
of programming and educational 
opportunities we provide, we jump 

at it,” Cocchi said. “And to have 
someone as well-known and re-
vered as Avery Sharpe offer to play 
at our institution is amazing. We are 
truly thankful and very much look-
ing forward to the concert as music 
has the power to transcend all the 
things that separate us and bring 
people together.”

Sharpe was born in Valdosta, 
GA, but later moved with his fam-
ily to Springfield, where he attend-
ed high school. He attended UMass 
Amherst and currently holds several 
roles at Williams College. Sharpe’s 
musical credits include sideman 
stints and recordings with jazz 
greats like Dizzy Gillespie, Wynton 
Marsalis, Yusef Lateef, Bobby Mc-
Ferrin, Pat Metheny, Billy Taylor 
and many more. 

In 1994 he started his own art-

ist record label, JKNM Records, 
under which he has recorded more 
than a dozen albums to date. In-
terested media should arrive at the 
facility, 627 Randall Road, Ludlow, 
by 12:45 p.m. and text message Rob 
Rizzuto upon arrival. Entrance is 
through the public visitation lobby, 
and cellphones are not allowed and 
can be securely stored by staff prior 
to entering the secure facility. Vi-
suals will include the full band and 
around 100 inmates (please shoot 
from behind to anonymize) as well 
as uniformed staff. More informa-
tion on Avery Sharpe can be found 
here and with a full press kit avail-
able here.

Hampden County Sheriff ’s Office to host
Internationally renowned jazz musician Avery Sharpe

Planning for Medicare – 
Countdown to 65

WILBRAHAM – Need help understanding your Medicare health 
insurance options?  Planning for Medicare-Countdown to 65 is a no-
cost seminar taking place at the Wilbraham Public Library in the Brooks 
Room on Monday, May 8 at 3:30-4:30 p.m. The seminar helps you un-
derstand your Medicare health insurance options outside of your em-
ployer-sponsored coverage, whether or not you’re planning to retire.

This is a presentation and discussion led by Luisa Lewis, a Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts representative in collaboration with 
the Wilbraham Public Library. Topics include Medicare Parts A & B, 
Medicare enrollment timeline, Medicare Part D prescription drug plans, 
and plans and programs available to early retirees, such as COBRA. 
Please register on the library website: www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, and pork along with a variety of other farm store staples. Also serving homemade meals from our farm kitchen.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

If you enjoyed seeing Farmer Matt at the indoor farmers market on Wednesdays, don’t worry. You can catch him at the farm on Wednesdays from 3:00 - 7:00 PM with your favorite items and so much more.

NOW OPEN WEDNESDAY 3:00 - 7:00 PM

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – One 
of the biggest challenges of 
self-defense isn’t using your 
physical strength, it’s finding 
your voice.

During one of their recent 
Sunday afternoon meetings, 
girls in Scouts BSA Troop 163 
did just that, with the help of 
Tantasqua school district’s 
school resource officer and 
Sturbridge Police Officer Nich-
olas Mardirosian, and the high 
school’s health educator Nicole 
Evanski.

Both Mardirosian and 
Evanski are Rape Aggression 
Defense System trainers.

Yelling “no,” was something 
many of the Scouts felt hesitant 

to do, until they joined together 
to shout the Scout Law as loud 
as they could.

Mardirosian, who is also an 
Eagle Scout, explained the dif-
ference between screaming and 
yelling.

“Yelling projects confi-
dence,” he said. “Yell – it is 
okay to be vocal…learn to love 
your voice.”

Repeating the same word 
or phrase over and over again 
while yelling can also help fend 
off an attack by alerting others, 
and sending a strong message 
to any potential attackers. 

Verbal communication is 
just one aspect of self-defense, 
Mardirosian said. 

“We only communicate ver-
bally 20%,” he said. The rest 

Scouts BSA helps girls find their voice

Troop 163 closing in on five-year anniversary

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – On what 
should have been a joyous cel-
ebration of love, Bathsheba 
Ruggles took a vow which ulti-
mately sealed her fate; earning 
her a place in history as one of 
our country’s most notorious 
women.

Last Thursday evening at 
Sturbridge Historical Society’s 
first event of the year, Warren 
author Ed Londergan, shared 
information about Bathsheba 
Ruggles Spooner, the focus of 
his recent novel, “Unlike Any 
Other”.

Spooner was the first wom-
an executed in the U.S. fol-
lowing the Declaration of In-
dependence for the crime of 
having her husband murdered. 

On Jan. 15, 1766, just shy 
of her 20th birthday, Bathsheba 
was married to Joshua Spoon-

Author Ed Londergan talked about his re-search into the life of Bathsheba Spooner for his novel, “Unlike Any Other”. (COURTE-SY IMAGE)

Unlike Any Other

Author shares story of 
Bathsheba Spooner

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WARE – Last Thursday 
morning, people gathered in 
the dining room Cedarbrook 
Village at Ware to enjoy a 
hearty breakfast buffet while 
socializing. 

The repast, however pleas-
ant, was not the reason for at-
tendance. Guests and members 
of the Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce were there for a 
Legislative Breakfast, hosted 

Chamber’s Legislative Breakfast looks at region’s needs

State Sen. Anne Gobi spoke about the East-West Rail project, and issues employers face recruiting and retaining employees. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

By Dallas Gagnon
dgagnon@turley.com

WARREN – Interim Super-
intendent Maureen Binienda 
announced Casey Hanfield as 
the next principal of Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School.

“[We] are proud to present 

tonight that we had a very ex-
tensive process for looking for 
a principal as Mr. Duff moves 
into the superintendent’s role. 
We’re really looking for a prin-
cipal to continue to carry on 
the good work,” said Binienda 
at the March 20 meeting. 

Department heads, teach-

ers and district representatives 
were involved in the commit-
tee’s search. 

Hanfield will begin his role 
as principal as of July 1. 

A separate committee was 
tasked to find a replacement 

New principal and IT director named at Quaboag

See CHAMBER   I   PAGE 8

er, a wealthy merchant and 
farmer who was described as 
“meek” and “mild” by many, 
Londergan said.

See TROOP 163   I   PAGE 7

See AUTHOR   I   PAGE 12
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Sturbridge Police Officer Nicholas Mardirosian demonstrates how to block a strike with Scouts Eibhlin C., left, and Ella P.  (TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

Call Dan today for a
2 ad special at 413-297-5886

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

TOTAL
MARKET COVERAGE
WEEKS

THERE’S NO BETTER 
TIME TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR SERVICES THAN 
DURING

Memorial Day 
Special

Edition May 26th

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

The Mission of the Palmer 
COA/Senior Center is to identi-
fy the total needs of the senior 
population, to promote & en-
courage new & existing activi-
ties, to provide services & edu-
cation to enhance the quality of 
life for elders & to assist elders 
to age with dignity 

 
Outreach 

Cindy Jasak, Outreach Co-
ordinator, Monday-Friday 8:30-
4:00,283-2670 Press 2 when 
prompted 

HELP PAYING YOUR 
MEDICARE PART B PRE-

MIUM 
Assistance with Medicare 

costs are referred to as Medi-
care Savings Programs. What 
may be covered depends on 
your and your spouse’s (if you 
are married) income and assets. 
If MassHealth determines that 
you are eligible for payment of 
the Medicare Part B premium, 
they will notify Medicare. The 
most you can have in income & 
assets are as follows: Monthly 
income limit of $2,734 (indi-
vidual) & $3,698 (couple) and 
assets limit of $18,180 (indi-
vidual) & $27,260 (couple). For 
further info & an application, 
see Cindy at the senior center. 

Transportation Services 
Van 1 is available Monday 

thru Friday from 8:00 AM till 
3:30 PM to and from the cen-
ter, transpor-tation to the bank, 
medical appointments and oth-
er appointments as needed. (no 
van service from 11:30 AM. – 
12:00 PM). The van comes off 
the road at 3:30 so plan accord-
ingly. 

Van 2 is available Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 8:30-3:00 for all medical 
appoint-ments, shopping, trips 
and general errands. Please call 
for appointment 24 hours be-
fore, at (413-283-2670) Press 3 

when prompted. Van comes off 
the road at 3:30 so plan accord-
ingly 

Volunteer Drivers are also 
available Monday-Friday 8:00 
AM till 3:30 PM, when the reg-
ular vans are in use for medi-
cal appointments or any other 
transportation needs. Please call 
the center to schedule your ap-
pointment. 

Medical Advocate: We 
have a driver who can help you 
at the Dr.’s office. This advo-
cate will accom-pany you into 
the office & be your ears & 
eyes. This program is only for 
those who need the help be-
cause they do not hear well or 
do not understand what the Dr. 
is telling them. If needed call 
& sched-ule an appointment. 
We also will have you sign off 
that you give permission for this 
person to accom-pany you into 
the office. All information is 
completely confidential for this 
service. 

Interested in volunteering? 
Join RSVP (the Retired 

and Senior Volunteer Program) 
and help to support non-profits 
in your commu-nity. If you are 
over 55 and have a few hours 
each week or month to volunteer 
your time, experience, interests 
and talents, we have dozens of 
opportunities with area orga-
nizations that need you. RSVP 
of-fers free liability insurance 
to all volunteers, mileage reim-
bursement if needed and other 
benefits. 

RSVP is a federal Senior 
Corps program, sponsored lo-
cally by the Hampshire Council 
of Governments, working with 
58 non-profits and over 600 vol-
unteers in Hampshire, Frank-
lin and expanding to Hampden 
Counties. Sandra Mongeon, 
Program Assistant, RSVP of 
the Pioneer Valley,smongeon@
communityaction.us (413) 387-

1298 

Support Services 
Breakfast: Tues & Thurs-

day @ 9:15. $ 3 donation is 
requested. Congregate Lunches 
by GSSSI: Mon, Wed & Friday 
@ 11:30-12:30. Please call be-
fore 10:00 the day before. A $ 
2.00 donation re-quested 

Brown Bag: Second Friday 
of the month from 1-3 for pick 
up. See front desk for applica-
tion if inter-ested. 

SHINE Representative, 
Cindy Jasak Available Mon-Fri-
day 8:30-4:00 or by appoint-
ment to answer insurance/
healthcare questions. 

Highlights for May 
Cinco De Mayo Lunch – 

Join us for lunch May 5th (beef 
taco salad, zesty corn salad, 
yellow rice, tortilla chips, fresh 
fruit) provided by GSSSI. We 
will have festive music and 
mocktail Margaritas. This event 
takes place during our regular 
lunch at 11:30. Call to sign up. 
$2 suggested donation 

Movie “A Man Called 
Otto” - May 5th - Otto is a grump 
who's given up on life following 
the loss of his wife and wants to 
end it all. When a young family 
moves in nearby, he meets his 
match in quick-witted Marisol, 
leading to a friendship that will 
turn his world around. 

Ice Cream Trips – For the 
summer will be taking trips 
to different ice cream shops 
watch the calendar for where 
we will be going. Call to sign 
up as space is limited. Westview 
Creamery May 9th at 1 pm, 
June 16th Cindy’s 12:30 pm 

Mass EDP – Marguerite 
will be here to provide informa-
tion on accessibility programs 
such as the Massachusetts 
Equipment Distribution Pro-
gram (Mass EDP). May 11th at 
9am. This will be during break-

fast if you want to join us to eat 
breakfast please call to sign up. 

Trip to Atkins & Target – 
We will be going to Atkins and 
Target to shop and have lunch. 
May 16th at 10:30 am, call to 
sign up. 

Book Reading – Join An-
drew Noone for a reading of 
his book “Bathsheba Spooner 
A Revolutionary Murder Con-
spiracy” His book details the 
most sensational crime of the 
Revolution, events occurring 
in Brookfield and Worcester. 
The title character, when five 
months pregnant, was hanged 
alongside her three British and 
American accomplices. Spoon-
er, John Adams’ second cousin, 
was the first woman executed in 
the new U.S., the instigator be-
hind the nation’s premier capital 
case. May 19th at 1 pm 

Movie “Wild Hogs” – May 
26th - A group of suburban biker 
wannabes looking for adventure 
hit the open road, but get more 
than they bargained for when 
they encounter a New Mexico 
gang called the Del Fuegos. 

Orchard Valley Memo-
ry Screening – May 31st 12-2 
pm - A memory screening is a 
simple, safe, face-to-face eval-
uation tool that checks memory 
and other thinking skills. The 
screening consists of a series of 
questions and/or tasks designed 
to test memory, language skills, 
thinking ability, and other in-
tellectual functions. Memory 
screenings are appropriate for 
anyone concerned about mem-
ory loss or experiencing warn-
ing signs of dementia, whose 
family and friends have noticed 
changes in them, or who believe 
they are at risk due to a family 
history of Alzheimer’s disease 
or a related illness. 

ACTIVITIES
Mondays

8:30 Cards; 8:30 Zumba ; 

10:00 Chair Yoga (new pro-
gram); 11:30 Lunch; 12:15 

Pool Table

Tuesdays
9:00 Knit & Crochet; 9:00 

Walking 
9:30 Breakfast; 10:00 Arthritis/
ROM; 12:30 Pitch; 1:00 Paint-

ing with Grant

Wednesdays
8:30 Cards; 10:00 Strength 

Training; 11:30 Lunch

Thursdays
9:00 Walking; 9:30 Breakfast; 

10:00 Tai Chi; 12:15 Pool Table 
1:00 Big Y

Fridays
10:00 Line Dancing; 11:30 

Lunch

MAY MENU
May 1

Seasoned Pork 
California Blend Veggies, Rice 

and beans, WW roll, mixed 
fruits

May 2
Breakfast TBD

May 3
May Birthday Cele-bration 

Chx & Sausage Gra-vy, Green 
Beans, Mashed Potatoes, 

Buttermilk Biscuit, Cupcake/
Dt. cake

May 4
Breakfast TBD

May 5
Cinco De Mayo 

Beef taco salad, zesty corn sal-
ad, yellow rice, tortil-la chips, 

fresh fruit

All Breakfast are served with 
Coffee, Milk and Juice $3.00
Lunch: suggested donation 

$2.00 
Menu subject to change 

without notice

ACTIVITIES
May 1

Pictionary 1 p.m.
May 3

Wii Bowling 1 p.m.
May 4

Lunch Bunch - 
Figlio’s in Palmer 12 

p.m.
May 5

Cinco De Mayo
Lunch 11:30 a.m.

Movie “ A Man Called 
Otto 1 p.m.

Palmer Senior Center
1029 Central Street , Palmer, MA 01069, (413) 283-2670 Fax (413) 283-2649 
Open Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Seniors

Senior Center Hours:
Mon.- Fri. 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Closed Holidays; By Appointment only!
106 Main Street, Monson, MA 01057

413-267-4121
www.monson-ma.gov

The mission of the Monson Council on Aging 
is to identify and provide comprehensive programs 
and social and support services that enrich the qual-
ity of life for Monson’s older adults and their fami-
lies while also benefitting the well-being of the gen-
eral community.

 
WHAT DOES THE MONSON COA DO FOR 

THE TOWN OF MONSON?
•	  We provide an infrastructure of support for 

older adults within the community.
•	 We help older adults to age with dignity and 

independence.
•	 We are usually the first responders in time of 

need.
•	 We provide an opportunity for socialization 

and growth.

ACTIVITIES

May 1
Strength Training 10:00; Art Class 1:00; Gar-

den Club 6:00
May 2

Foot Care 9:00; Canasta 12:30; Line Dancing 
4:00

May 3
Strength Training 10:00; Card Making 6:00; 

Crafts & Laughs 6:00
May 4

Lt. Gasparini 10:30; Chair Massage 11:00; 
Yoga 4:30

May 5
Strength Training 10:00; Wii Bowling 12:30; 

BP Clinic 1:00; Pitch 6:00

UPCOMING EVENTS

This month the Bunch will meet:
May 11th at Tables at the Farm; 3092 Palmer 

St, Three Rivers at 11:30. Call the Center by Tues-
day, May 9th to make your reservation

Mother’s Day Celebration
“Memory Lane”; Mike Tourville And Danny 

Roy; Friday May 12th, 12:00pm; Call For Reserva-
tions 267-4121, Cost Is $5.00

iPad 101
Tuesday, May 13th, 11 am – 12 noon

Monson Free Library/ Offered in Partnership 
with the Monson Senior Center; Join Rebecca 
from the Monson Free Library for: Call to regis-
ter—267-3866

THE FRIENDS CORNER
NEXT FRIENDS MEETING TO BE HELD:

May 18th at 10:00
Come on out, all are welcome! See what we are 

all about and what forthcoming activities could be 
coming your way.

Interested in joining our Group? Please contact 
us. Membership Dues are $5.00 - June 2022 - May 
2023

VOLUNTEERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Monson
Senior Center
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Special 
Memorial Day 

edition 
May 26, 2023

Honor those who served 
our country 

All businesses, 
civic groups and individuals 

all welcome to place 
an remembrance ad today! 

Special ad rates for this edition. 

Ad deadline is 
May 18, 2023

Contact Dan Flynn at: 
dflynn@turley.com

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM 

2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR 

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity,  homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX of the 
1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5. 

 
School Choice openings for the 

2023-2024 school year:  
Grade 1 ......................... 2 
Grade 2 ........................ 2 
Grade 3 ........................ 2 
Grade 6 ........................ 4 
Grade 7 ....................... 10 
Grade 9 ........................ 5 
Grade 10 ...................... 15 
Grade 11 ...................... 12 
Grade 12 ...................... 15 

The School Choice application can be downloaded at 
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office 

239 West Street, Ware, MA  01082 
 

Deadline to submit applications is 
May 11, 2023 

 
The selection of non-resident students for admission will 
be in the form of a random drawing, when the number of 

requests exceed the number of available spaces. 
The drawing, if needed, will take place on May 12, 2023. 

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community 
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement, instills respect and 

fosters civic responsibility.  We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as 
successful lifelong learners. 

Join us WARE you can prepare for your future career! 
Programs at Ware Junior Senior High School 

MAKERSPACE 
Our Makerspace features innovative rooms that 
provide students with a hands-on experience. 
Whether working on our Milling Machine or working 
with a variety of hand equipment/technology, each 
student will have the opportunity to put together a 
number of finished products in one of our seven 
innovative workstations.  Through teamwork, 
research and development, students will develop 
problem solving and critical thinking skills, which 
will help prepare them for the real world. 
 

CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT 
This advanced course for direct healthcare workers 
consists of academic and interactive, hands-on 
coursework.  Foundational competency skills will be 
taught along with Healthcare Professionalism, 
Common Chronic Diseases, Patient-Caretaker Skills 
in a simulated home-care setting, Emergency 
Communication Procedures and two courses that 
lead to national certification:  CPR/AED and 
Supportive Aide for Alzheimer’s and Dementia.  After 
taking this course, students can apply for their license 
to be eligible to work as a CNA. 

WORK-BASED LEARNING 
This opportunity allows juniors and seniors to enter 
an unpaid, educational work experience with an 
individual, company, or community organization.  
The purpose of the Work Based Learning Experience 
is to gain meaningful work skills and practices as 
related to the student’s future career interests. 
 

DUAL ENROLLMENT 
The Dual Enrollment Program allows juniors and 
seniors the opportunity to earn academic credit at 
both the college and high school level simultaneously.  
Dual Enrollment students enjoy the connection to 
their high school as well as the challenging and 
independent setting of the college. 
 

VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL 
Virtual High School offers a catalog of full semester 
courses in the Arts, Foreign Language, Language 
Arts, Life Skills, Math, Science, Social Studies, 
Technology and AP1 Study to students in VHS 
member schools. 

To learn more about the programs offered at WJSHS, visit:  
https://whs.wareps.org/for_parents/guidance/course_catalog 

 

season. Chief of Hatcheries Dr. Ca-
leb Slater said that nearly 470,000 
trout will be stocked throughout 
the state in early spring, and that 
the fish are taken care of by staff 
throughout the year for the best size 
and quality. 

The children in attendance 
were invited to participate in the 
trout stocking portion of the event, 
carrying buckets of fish from the 
truck down to the lake and releasing 
them into the water. The kids enthu-
siastically bid farewell to each batch 
of fish they set free, and were seen 
scrambling back up the hill to fill 
their buckets again. 

“The fish we just put in are go-
ing to be pretty hungry,” MassWild-
life Aquatic Biologist Jim Legacy 
said. “We take them off of eating for 
about a week, so once they get ac-
climated to the water we give them 

time to eat before they’re settled in 
and get to be caught.”

The trout stocking at For-
est Lake was one stop in a week-
end-long initiative by MassWildlife 
to bring the fish back to bodies of 
water in the area, including Pitts-
field, Westfield, Woburn, and Plym-
outh. Many young people were able 
to participate at these events during 
the weekend due to their schools’ 
April break.

After the trout stocking truck 
was emptied, the volunteers were 
given the chance to receive fish-
ing lessons along the Forest Lake 
beachfront. Legacy instructed a be-
ginner’s fishing group of both adults 
and children and gave a lesson on 
the different types of rods, rigs, and 
hooks. 

“There are plenty of fish oth-
er than the trout in the lake for us 

to catch as well,” Legacy said. 
“There’s pumpkinseed, bluegill, 
bass, and American eel, so when we 
catch them we can take a look as a 
group and identify them.”

The volunteers fished through-
out the afternoon, and were joined 
by several local fishers who had 
heard about the batch of trout that 
had been released into the lake. 
Both MassWildlife volunteers and 
members of the public came togeth-
er to learn different techniques and 
work together.

The Massachusetts Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife hosts volun-
teer events throughout the year to 
educate others on how to care for 
the planet and its inhabitants. More 
information can be found at mass.
gov/masswildlife. 

Turley Publications photos by Rebecca Wehner 

The cleanup crew in the woods at Forest Lake.

Jim Legacy teaching volunteers about the different 
types of fishing rods.

A bucket of trout being thrown into the lake by a young 
volunteer. 

EARTH DAY  ❙  from page 1

mom,” Blais said, though 
this year the Senator said 
she was at home.

Earth Day has been 
celebrated since 1970, as 
a way to inspire commu-
nities across the nation to 
participate in protecting 
their environment. This 
aligns with the Conserva-
tion Commission’s stat-
ed mission to protect the 
town’s natural resources, 
and events like this week’s 
Earth Day clean-up repre-
sent a great initiative.

Blais and Commis-
sion Agent Heidi Man-
narino discussed that the 
Commission’s meetings 
are among the town’s 
most viewed, and it’s 
likely because of their 
enthusiastic community 
engagement, as seen at 
Saturday’s event.

Hand sanitizer was 
provided for the event by 
Country Bank, and Big 
Y provided boxes of do-
nuts, and the event drew 
families to help clean up 
the park and its surround-
ing area. Seven-year-old 
Gabe was seen picking up 
trash around the park with 
his parents, Dan and Kate, 
while Lauren’s son Elijah, 
age five, insisted on get-
ting a second bag before 
returning to pick up more 
trash.

CLEAN UP
 ❙  from page 1

Submitted photo

Girl Scouts of Palmer got together on Saturday for Earth Day to clean up along the Swift River in Bondsville.

Pathfinder students trek through the grass to clean 
up Quaboag River.

Girl Scout Alexa Gould looks around the area for 
more trash to pick up.

Girl Scout Amelia Labarre reaches for an empty bottle.

Submitted photos

Girl Scout Troop 64913 and family members help in the 
clean-up along the Swift River.
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JOIN US FOR OUR

Daily Specials!Daily Specials!
MONDAY - Classic Burger $10

Kids Eat for $2.99

TUESDAY  - Taco Tuesday
2 Tacos $5

2 Tacos, Chips & Salsa $8

WEDNESDAY - 1/2 Price 14” Pizza

THURSDAY - 75¢ Wings and
BOGO Tenders

FRIDAY - Fish Fryday $12 Fish & Chips

SATURDAY - Sampler Saturday $12
Mozzarella Sticks, Nachos, 

Wings & Bacon Tots

SUNDAY - $15 Prime Rib Dinner

2823 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

413-279-1899
• Open 12pm-12am •

Taproombarandgrill.com

Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!
er was by far the best one 
yet.”

Niedziela said that 
with recent increases in 
cost of living prices and 
inflation, a food drive to 
assist those in the com-
munity is more important 
than ever. The SERVPRO 
of Hampshire County van 
collected non-perishable 
items and personal care 
items throughout the day. 

The radio station 97.7 
broadcasted live through-
out the food drive promot-
ing the cause, and auc-
tioned off a pair of Mother’s Day tickets 
to a Red Sox game. Radio host Bruce 
Marshall congratulated “Mary from 
Ware” upon winning the tickets. 

By the end of the fundraiser, Palmer 
Food Share received $2200 in monetary 
donations and gift cards that were donat-
ed by Ocean State. Niedziela said that 
the store was integral in helping the food 
pantry receive donations, as they made 
announcements about the event over 

their intercom so that customers could 
be aware.  

“Ocean State was a huge help in our 
progress,” Niedziela said. “When we had 
this event at previous locations, I think 
people felt as if they had to bring a full 
bag of donations even if they couldn’t 
afford it.”

“With the announcements in the 
store, customers that were leaving could 
pick up one or two things that they could 
give to us on their way out.”

700 pounds of goods 
were additionally loaded 
into the van as donations.

For those who 
couldn’t attend the event 
but still want to donate, 
items can be dropped off 
at J. Stolar’s headquarters 
in Three Rivers. Donations 
can also be made through 
the GoFundMe page in 
Renee Niedziela’s name. 

Local businesses host food drive to help those in need

FOOD DRIVE
❙  from page 1

Staff photos by Dan Flynn

The team from Monson Savings Bank working the event. 

ServPro of Belchertown readying for the food collection. 

Renee and Grace Niedziela of J. Stolar Insurance and 
Lena Buteau of Monson Savings Bank.

The team at J Stolar Insurance of Three Rivers.

North Brookfield Savings Bank supporting the day’s event. 

Bruce Marshall and Lisa 
Marulli of classic hits 
97.7 Radio.

Bruce Marshall, Classic Hits 97.7 and Kevin Fall, ServPro 
promoting the event.

Donations were piled up into the Serv-Pro van to be tak-
en for distribution.

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

ROBIN 
DANE

Cutting and 
Styling

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA

Color & Cut $72 
in a quiet and private atmosphere

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register



April 27, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 9

SOFTBALL SOCCER

SPORTS
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON— Palmer varsi-
ty softball coach Heather Korzec 
probably wishes that the first meet-
ing of the regular season with Sub-
urban West Division rival Monson 
wasn’t held during the April school 
vacation week. 

With five starters in Iceland 
on a school trip, the Lady Panthers 
gave up ten runs in the first inning. 
Things didn’t get any better, as the 
Lady Mustangs coasted to a 17-1 
home victory on a chilly morning, 
last Wednesday. The contest ended 
after 4 ½ innings due to the 12-run 
mercy rule.  

“We’ve been in almost every 
game so far this season, but we 
were missing five of our starters, 
including our normal starting pitch-
er today,” Korzec said. “We called 
up a couple of j.v. players and it 
was a good learning experience for 
them. They learned that it’s a much 
different tempo at this level. We’re 
hoping that it’s going to be a much 
closer game when we play Monson 
again at our field.”  

Despite the final outcome of 
the first meeting, Korzec, who lives 
in Monson, has always enjoyed fac-
ing the Lady Mustangs on the soft-
ball diamond.   

“It’s always a lot of fun when-
ever we do play Monson,” she said. 
“I’ve coached a couple of the Mon-
son players in a summer league and 
the kids know each other very well. 
It’s a fun rivalry game.”   

Nine years ago, Korzec was the 
Monson varsity softball coach.  

It was a memorable season, as 
the Lady Mustangs captured the 
league title and played in the West-
ern Mass. Division 3 semifinals at 
UMass Amherst.  They finished the 
2014 season with a 20-3 overall re-

cord.  
The current Monson varsity 

players have also been very suc-
cessful during the past couple of 
years.

After winning the Suburban 
West league title a year ago with an 
undefeated league record, the Lady 

Mustangs (7-1, 5-0) won their sixth 
game in a row against the Lady 
Panthers last Wednesday morning. 
It was also their 15th consecutive 
league victory since the beginning 
of last season. 

“All of the players have been 
working very hard this year,” said 

Monson head coach Jill Carneglia, 
who grew up in Connecticut. “We 
always enjoy playing against Palm-
er. We’re looking forward to play-
ing them again in a couple of weeks 
under the lights.” 

One of the reasons why the 
Lady Mustangs (7-1,5-0) have been 
so successful during the past couple 
of years is because they have two 
outstanding pitchers.

Left hander Chelsea Hull, 
who’s in the eighth grade, made the 
start against the Lady Panthers (1-
5,1-5) in last Wednesday’s contest. 
She allowed one run, which was un-
earned, on two base hits. She struck 
out four and didn’t issue any walks.

“Even though it was a cold day, 
Chelsea did a great job,” Carneglia 
added. “She threw strikes, and the 
defense made the plays behind her.” 

Monson’s other starting pitch-
er is sophomore Molly Szado, who 
plays first base when Hull is pitch-
ing. 

Mustangs beat shorthanded Panthers

MONSON – The Monson 
High School Athletic Boosters are 
planning another fan-friendly event 
coming up next Saturday, May 6.

There will be a day full of ac-
tivity and home games galore for 
locals. The booster club is planning 
games and raffles, food trucks, and 
a slate of four games to enjoy in the 

community.
There will be activity and 

games going on concurrently, so 
there will be a lot of activity.

The activity will start at 10:30 
a.m. with the first game set to begin 
at 11 a.m.

Monson boys lacrosse, which 
co-ops now with Pathfinder Region-

al, will be hosting Central at 11 a.m. 
That game takes place at the field at 
Monson High School.

Nearby at Quarry Hill School, 
Monson softball will take the field 
at 12 noon and face Springfield In-
ternational Charter School.

Girls lacrosse will then be in 
action at 1 p.m. back at the high 

school. Like the boys, the girls will 
also be facing Central High School.

The final game on the slate will 
be at 2 p.m. with the baseball team 
hosting Granby High School.

The MHS Booster Club hopes 
fans will come out and enjoy one or 
more of the games and bring their 
families to enjoy all the activity.

Chelsea Hull pitches 
for the Mustangs.

Lily White fields a grounder to 
short.

Photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

Brady St Martin looks to pass.

Sam Lauzier watches his shot go in the net.

MONSON – Last Thursday 
afternoon, Monson High School 
boys lacrosse, which co-ops with 
Pathfinder Regional, fell against 
St. Mary’s 10-5. The Mustangs 
have had a rough go so far this 
season, and have yet to win 
their first game. Monson hopes 
to rebound on Friday, April 28 
against Smith Vocational.

Mustangs struggles 
continue

Brayden Pratt eyes the 
field as he looks to 

pass.

Kyle Beaudry fires it down field.

Matt Murphy 
makes a great 

defensive move 
at goal.

Athletic booster planning spring homecoming
MONSON

MUSTANGS   ❙   page 10

Four-run fourth lifts Pioneers

PALMER – Last Tuesday 
morning, Pathfinder scored eight 
runs in the first four innings en route 
to an 8-5 win over visiting Putnam 
Vocational. Jesse Cygan had a 2-for-
3 game with two doubles. Brayden 
Mega had a hit and two RBI in the 
game. The Pioneers are up to 5-2 
this season.

Tim Russell fires in a pitch during 
early action. Catcher Jarett Skowyra runs down a Putnam player for the tag.

Brayden Mega tags second base for 
the out.

Trevor Millet readies to grab this 
pop up.

Tage Valliere gets ready to catch the out at second.

Photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
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143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

More companies,
more choices,

BETTER RATES!

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327

“I’ve been splitting our pitchers 
so far this season,” Carneglia said. 
“It’s always very nice to have two 
very good pitchers. 

After Hull retired the Lady 
Panthers on two infield pop-ups and 
a flyball out, the Lady Mustangs 
offense went to work in the bottom 
of the first inning against Palmer 
freshman righty Avi Lee, who made 
her first varsity start. 

Hull, who drew a leadoff walk, 

scored the game’s first run follow-
ing a throwing error by the catcher. 
Szado, who went 2-for-2 with a pair 
of walks, knocked home another run 
with a flyball double to left field. 
After eighth grade second baseman 
Veronica Ouimet scored on a wild 
pitch, a sacrifice fly by sophomore 
centerfielder Ella Corthell (3-for-4) 
gave the home team a 4-0 lead.  

Three more runs crossed the 
plate following a passed ball and 

two wild pitches.
In her second at-bat of the in-

ning, Ouimet (2-for-3) gave her 
team a 9-0 advantage by hitting a a 
two-run double. She capped off the 
long inning by scoring on a wild 
pitch.

Palmer junior Lily White, who 
started the game at shortstop before 
moving behind the plate, blasted 
a triple to left field leading off the 
top of the second inning. She came 

home with two outs following a 
throwing error by the catcher. 

The Lady Panthers only other 
base hit was a two-out single in the 
top of the third by junior left fielder 
Fallon Lynch. 

At that point, the Lady Mus-
tangs, who banged out 15 base hits, 
was leading 13-0. They scored three 
more runs in the bottom of the sec-
ond on RBI singles by senior right 
fielder Ailis Kealy, seventh grade 

third baseman Maya Summers, and 
junior shortstop Carlee Meacham.      

Kealy, who also had a two-run 
single in the third, is the only senior 
listed on the Monson varsity soft-
ball roster. Kealy and junior catcher 
Mia Matthieu are the Lady Mus-
tangs co-captains. 

“Ailis always plays the game 
with a lot of energy. She’ll have her 
own senior day, which will be excit-
ing,” Carneglia said. “She and Mia 

are also very good captains.”   
Matthieu chipped in with an 

RBI single and Hull contributed 
with a sacrifice fly in the third in-
ning, as the home team scored four 
more runs. 

The two neighboring high 
schools are scheduled to meet again 
under the lights at Palmer High 
School on May 12.

MUSTANGS  ❙  from page 9

MONSON – With a split prior to 
spring break, Monson girls lacrosse is 
even at 3-3 for the regular season.

On April 14, the Mustangs were 
handily defeated by Amherst 19-2. The 
Mustangs struggled on offense while 
Amherst excelled at winning faceoffs 
and retaining possession.

Monson’s win was on April 12, de-
feating McCann Tech 19-2. That was 

Monson’s first big offensive explosion of 
the season, as the team had not scored 
more than 10 goals prior to that.

The Mustangs had two contests ear-
lier this week, facing Hampshire Region-
al and Chicopee Comprehensive. Mon-
son has a tough challenge coming up on 
Monday, May 1 when they face Hoosac 
Valley followed by a rematch on May 3 
against Amherst.

THOMPSON, CT  — With the 
weather conditions cooperating one 
week later than expected, the 49th 
Icebreaker Weekend April 8 and 9 at 
Thompson Speedway successfully 
opened the 2023 New England racing 
season with plenty of heart-pounding 
thrills to set up the summer to come at 
the Big-T. The Thompson Outlaw Open 
Modified Icebreaker 125 came down to a 
stunning green-white-checker in one of 
the most spectacular open wheeled races 
in recent memory while winners in the 
Pro All Stars Series (PASS) Super Late 
Models and the Thompson local divi-
sions proved themselves as the class of 
the field.

The 49th Icebreaker 125 included 
some of the Northeast’s best Modified 
pilots ready to tackle the highbanks 
for the $10,000 winner’s share of the 
$46,000 guaranteed purse. Keith Rocco 
and Matt Swanson brought the twenty-
two-car field to green with Swanson get-
ting the jump in the Gary Casella-owned 
#25. Swanson would hang tough before a 
hard charging Ronnie Williams overtook 
the lead on lap 25 followed by Woody 
Pitkat and Chris Pasteryak as Swanson 
slid to fourth. Carl Medeiros Jr. brought 
out the first major caution on lap 55 with 
several mid-pack teams taking advantage 
and heading pit-side for adjustments.

Realigned side-by-side to return the 
field to green, Ronnie Williams got the 
jump on a slip-sliding Pitkat with Roc-
co coming around to steal second. While 

Williams, Pitkat and Rocco battled hard 
in the top-three, 2022 NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour champion Jon McKenney 
joined the top-five. McKennedy would 
make it to third with Anthony Nocella 
also joining the top-five before Anthony 
Bello’s spin on lap 72 would bring the 
first crucial caution. While all the top 
runners jumped pit side for fresh Hoo-
sier Race Tires, Williams and McKenne-
dy elected to stay on the field to lead the 
impending restart.

RJ Marcotte stole away the lead 
from McKennedy and Williams as the 
tire strategy helped Swanson and Nocel-
la battle for second. Nocella would take 
the lead on lap 78 with Pitkat following 
and stretching out their lead before the 
caution flag flew on lap 107 as the engine 
expired on Teddy Hodgdon’s machine. 
Nocella kept  the lead while a four-way 
battle for second saw Pitkat, McKenne-
dy, Williams and Mike Christopher, Jr. 
toss and turn for position. Pitkat brought 
out the final caution on lap 123 after 
backing into the turn one wall to set up 
a green-white-checker between Nocella, 
Williams, McKennedy, Christopher Jr. 
and Chris Pasteryak. Nocella gave it all 
he could, but Ronnie Williams rounded 
the long-standing leader to claim the 
$10,000 49th Icebreaker 125 over Jon 
McKennedy and Anthony Nocella. Mike 
Christopher Jr. brought the Baldwin Rac-
ing 7NY home in fourth and Todd Owen 
powered up to round out the top-five.

Brayden Mega
Pathfinder

Mega would help Pathfinder in a win 
over Putnam with a hit and two RBI. The 
Pioneers defeated Putnam 8-5.

To nominate someone for Athlete of 
the Week, contact Managing Sports Edi-
tor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 
ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@
turley.com.

Williams wins Icebreaker event

T-Birds lose 
first game of 
playoff series

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thunderbirds 
were unable to quell a ferocious Hartford Wolf Pack 
attack, as  the visitors skated off with a 6-1 win  on 
Wednesday night in Game 1 of the Atlantic Division 
First Round of the Calder Cup Playoffs inside the 
MassMutual Center.

Despite holding the home ice, the T-Birds did 
not get off to a flying start, and the Wolf Pack made 
Springfield pay for it just 3:37 into the contest. Tan-
ner Fritz picked up a puck near the left-wing wall and 
slipped a pass through the slot to a waiting Lauri Pa-
juniemi on the right-wing side. Pajuniemi took care of 
the rest, lifting a wrist shot over Joel Hofer to give the 
visitors the opening goal of the series and a 1-0 lead.

Hartford continued to have the better of the offen-
sive play all period, and Hofer was tasked with mul-
tiple stellar saves. Some of his best included a block-
er-side denial on Pajuniemi in the slot, as well as  a 
left-to-right pad save on a breaking Bobby Trivigno at 
the edge of the paint. Pajuniemi nearly extended the 
lead with a long flip shot that glanced off the crossbar 
with precious seconds remaining on the clock.

The second period was marred by Springfield 
mishaps, beginning with a lapse in coverage following 
an unsuccessful power play. After serving a two-min-
ute minor, Wolf Pack All-Star defenseman Zac Jones 
stepped out of the box and went backhand-to-forehand 
to beat Hofer on a breakaway at 6:02 to make it 2-0.

Another Springfield power play generated more 
offense, but after Dylan Garand the Wolf Pack PK got 
the job done, Pajuniemi sneaked out of the box and 
got a breakaway of his own, beating Hofer on the stick 
side to make it 3-0.

After nearly scoring at the end of the first, Hart-
ford did get on the board at the tail end of the second, 
as defenseman Blake Hillman crashed the far post to 
tap home a feed behind Hofer to make it 4-0 with less 
than six seconds on the clock.

Things continued to come up roses for the Wolf 
Pack when Ryan Carpenter connected on a one-timer 
at point-blank range at the 3:42 marker of the third. 
Springfield finally broke up Garand's shutout bid 
when Adam Gaudette rifled a one-time power play 
slap shot to the upper corner at 11:44, but that's all 
the T-Birds would get on this night, as Ty Emberson 
added his third point and first goal of the night with an 
empty-netter in the final two minutes.

Girls lacrosse holding even

WILBRAHAM – The 11th annual 
“Run for Rice’s 5K Road Race” will be 
held on Saturday, June 3 at 9 a.m.  This 
popular, family-friendly 5K road race 
begins at Christ the King – Epiphany 
Church, 758 Main Street, Wilbraham, 
and winds through a flat, fast course in 
surrounding neighborhoods, ending at 
Rice Fruit Farm across the street from 
the start.  Pre-registration fee for run-
ners and walkers is $20, while day-of-
race registration is $25.  Ages 18 and 
under registration is $15 including day-
of registration. The first 150 registered 
runners by May 20 will receive our 
famous race t-shirt featuring the “Run-

ning Apple” logo, and all registered 
runners will receive a free Rice Fruit 
Farm ice cream with their bib number 
on day of race only.  Cash prizes will 
be awarded in several categories, and 
all proceeds benefit the Rice Nature 
Preserve maintenance fund of the Min-
nechaug Land Trust.  Race day regis-
tration will be open from 7:30 a.m. 
until 8:45 a.m. On-line registration 
now available at RunSignUp.com, and 
paper registration forms can be down-
loaded at the Minnechaug Land Trust 
website www.minnechauglandtrust.org 
.

Run for Rice’s 5K Road 
Race set for June 3

WOBURN  –  Registration 
for the 41st  annual Bay State 
Summer Games is now open. 
The 2023 Summer Games will 
include thirty sports with com-
petitions from June 3 to July 29 
at venues throughout eastern and 
central Massachusetts including 
Game On in Fitchburg, Boston 
Sports Institute in Wellesley, 
Union Point Sports Complex in 
Weymouth, and New England 
Sports Center in Marlborough. 
Bay State Games participants 
range in age from 5 to over age 
75 and represent more than 300 
Massachusetts communities as 
well as surrounding New En-
gland States in some sports. From 
grassroots participants to accom-
plished amateur athletes, the Bay 
State Games provide opportuni-
ties for the athlete in all of us.

Eight high school showcase 
sports will take place for a va-
riety of sports, including base-

ball, basketball, field hockey, ice 
hockey, lacrosse, soccer, softball, 
and volleyball. Athletes currently 
in grade 8-11 who live or go to 
school in Massachusetts are el-
igible to attend regional tryouts 
during the month of June. These 
tryouts will determine teams 
representing the various regions 
of the Commonwealth that will 
compete against each other in 
July. Check each sport page for 
specific eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games in-
clude a wide variety of individual 
sports including swimming, track 
& field, figure skating, pickleball, 
wrestling, weightlifting, archery, 
judo, badminton, and more. 
These sports are open to a wide 
range of ages and skill levels 
from youth participants to mas-
ters-aged athletes. Adaptive sport 
divisions in archery, swimming, 
and track & field are offered, as 
well. Bay State Games also orga-

nizes tournaments for pre-exist-
ing teams in girls lacrosse, rugby, 
and 6v6 field hockey.

The 2023 Summer Games 
will feature Game On in Fitch-
burg as the host venue for 8 
sports. Bay State Games expects 
1,500 athletes and their families 
to attend competitions at Game 
On during the second week of 
July. “We are excited to expand 
the roster of sports being held at 
Game On this year,” said Kevin 
Cummings, Executive Director 
of the Bay State Games. “This 
state-of-the-art facility allows us 
to enhance the athlete and specta-
tor experience and provide a true 
Olympic-style multi-sport atmo-
sphere for our participants.”

An additional feature in 
2023 is that in over a dozen 
sports, athletes who win a gold, 
silver, or bronze medal at the 
2023 Bay State Games will qual-
ify to participate in the 2024 State 

Games of America in San Diego, 
California. The State Games of 
America feature more than 8,000 
athletes from over 30 different 
state games programs nation-
wide. To see the list of qualifying 
sports, please visit www.state-
gamesofamerica.com.

In addition to sports pro-
gramming, Bay State Games 
offer college scholarships, a 
sportsmanship initiative, college 
internship opportunities, and a 
High School Ambassador pro-
gram.

For more information on 
all sports in the 2023 Summer 
Games, links to online registra-
tion, and information on other 
programs, go to  www.baystate-
games.org.

For questions, email  info@
baystategames.org  or call  781-
932-6555.

Registration open for 2023 Bay State Games

Palmer’s Fallon Lynch eyes a catch in center. Hannah Roy makes a quick underhand flip to first for 
the out.

Veronica Ouimet fields a slow grounder.

Carlee Meacham throws over to first.

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley.
com.
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Hundreds of classic 
cars will drive to Wil-
braham for car show, 
race

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – For the 
past nine months, preparations 
have been ongoing to make 
this year’s Wilbraham Hill 
Climb race one for the ages.

Festivities will occur on 
May 12 and 13 throughout 
the town, as drivers coming 
from as far away from Colo-
rado will race their vintage, 
million-dollar cars up the no-
toriously steep hill on Mon-
son Road. The town will shut 
down the road while the driv-
ing commences. 

Jeffrey DeMarey, the or-
ganizer, explained the history 
of the site, which was regu-
larly used to test new vehicles 
well into the 1950s. 

He said vehicles from the 
Duryea Motor Wagon Compa-
ny, the first American firm to 
build gasoline automobiles, 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars and 
the Knox Automobile Compa-
ny, among others, tested their 
state-of-the-art machines on 
the hill. 

“All the different vehi-
cles that were manufactured 
in Western Massachusetts 
and Connecticut (would use 
the hill) as a proving ground. 
Mechanics and engineers 
would build their prototypes 
and bring them to the bottom 
of the hill. They’d run them 
to the top of the hill and time 
them. Then, it was bragging 
rights,” DeMarey said. 

Bragging rights will be up 
for grabs again next month, 
as Mercers, Bearcats, Blower 
Bentleys, Bugeye Sprites and 
MGs will turn left off Main 
Street, race up the hill, slow 
down enough to turn left onto 
Ridge Road, take another left 
onto Mountain Road and re-
turn to Main Street. 

“It’s a 23% grade so it’s 
a steep, steep hill that they go 
up,” DeMarey said. 

The most fun will occur 
on May 13, which will be full 
of activities such as a car show 

at Minnechaug Regional High 
School from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
that will include between 300 
and 400 classic cars. Inside 
the high school, a craft fair 
will occur simultaneously. 

Food trucks will be sta-
tioned at Gazebo Park and the 
high school. Five shuttle buses 
will be available to take resi-
dents from the high school to 
viewing spots posted at the be-
ginning and halfway points of 
the Monson Road hill.

DeMarey has also been in 
contact with several New En-
gland-based vintage car mu-
seums and collectors. Repre-
sented will be auto museums 
from Bar Harbor, Seal Cove 
and Owls Head, ME, as well 
as others from Newport, RI 
and Springfield, which will 
bring an actual Duryea. 

“It’s pretty great to be 
able to have that particular car. 
It looks more like a horse and 

buggy with no horse, but it’s 
a very historic piece to have 
there at the climb,” DeMarey 
said. 

DeMarey is in commu-
nication with the abutters on 
Monson Road and has set up 
a hotline that will allow them 

to safely leave and enter their 
properties. He’s also been in 
consistent communication 
with the Board of Selectmen, 
the Department of Public 
Works and the police depart-
ment. 

Several renowned auto-
motive experts will be present 
at the event. These include 
Wayne Carinin, host of “Chas-
ing Classic Cars”, former NA-
SCAR crew chief and team 
owner Ray Evernham, and 
Wilbraham native and former 
NASCAR driver, team own-
er and TV personality Erin 
Evernham. 

Thousands of spectators 
are expected to make the trip 
to Wilbraham from across 
the country. All proceeds will 
benefit the Springfield to Bos-

ton Education Foundation, 
which helps young adults find 
their passion in the automotive 
industry. 

“The charity does just 
that. We find cars, we help 
people get involved in auto-
motive because, like any oth-
er industry, we’re losing all 
of our craftsmen,” DeMarey 
said. 

As the event approaches, 
DeMarey took the opportunity 
to thank LUSO Federal Credit 
Union for its support.

“They are an integral part 
and sponsor of the event. With-
out them, we really wouldn’t 
have the funds to actually put 
it together. They’re a huge part 
of the whole organization,” he 
said.

Local newspapers play vital roles 
in communities across the globe. 
The Information Age has changed 

the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

• Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu-
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in-
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc-
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what’s going on in their own commu-
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own-
ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength-
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities.

• Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc-
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu-
nities and build stronger communi-
ties as a result.

• Local newspapers can benefit chil-
dren. National newspapers may have 

little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa-
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri-
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 
in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 

than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa-
pers in class.

Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners.

The benefits of local newspapers
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A bridal chest crafted and constructed by Madeline Yale 
Wynne will be on display in the Flynt Center at Historic 
Deerfield beginning April 15.

Recently discovered 
rare wedding chest 
will be on display

DEERFIELD — Historic Deerfield recently an-
nounced its acquisition of the remarkable Garden of 
Hearts, a bridal chest crafted and constructed by Made-
line Yale Wynne, who restored the grandest 18th-cen-
tury house in Deerfield and spent her summers there 
starting in 1886, a press release states.

This chest, with finely crafted, forged, hammered, 
carved, and painted elements, was made in 1903 and is 
an important example of Arts and Crafts furniture by a 
groundbreaking female artist. It is now on display in the 
Flynt Center at Historic Deerfield.

Last photographed in 1903 before it was shipped 
to an unknown owner in England, the chest was lost for 
much of the 20th and early 21st centuries. 

It is in an excellent state of preservation, with the 
colors and gilt paint of the carved inner lid still bright 
and intense, and all of its hammered copper panels and 
inset cabochons, or semi-precious stones, intact, ac-
cording to the news release.

“This is an exquisite example of creativity and his-
torically informed craftsmanship by the leader of an im-
portant circle of local women who combined Colonial 
Revival precepts with Arts and Crafts aesthetics to put 
Deerfield on the map in the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies,” said John Davis, president of Historic Deerfield. 

“In doing so, they reinvigorated the town’s strug-
gling economic fortunes and enabled dozens of women 
living on farms to bring some extra earnings into their 
families.”

In 1903, Madeline Yale Wynne (1847-1918), a 
leader in the American Arts and Crafts movement, 
constructed an oak bride’s chest and proudly carved 
“MADE IN AMERICA” on its back panel in rounded, 
flowing capital letters. Known as the “Garden of Hearts” 
for its low-relief painted scene of three inverted heart-
shaped trees standing alongside a winding river, the 
chest is a tour-de-force of Arts and Crafts design-which 
favored hand craftsmanship over mechanized produc-
tion-and showcases Wynne’s many talents as a painter, 
metalsmith, jeweler, and woodworker. Wynne’s Garden 
of Hearts chest will be exhibited for the first time at 
Historic Deerfield’s Flynt Center of Early England Life 
from April 15 through March 3, 2024, in an exhibition 
entitled “Garden of Hearts: Madeline Yale Wynne and 
Deerfield’s Arts and Crafts Movement.”

According to Suzanne Flynt, lead curator of the 
exhibition, author of “Poetry to the Earth: The Arts 
and Crafts Movement in Deerfield” and Historic Deer-
field trustee, “Wynne’s creativity and artistry, at their 
best in her extraordinary Garden of Hearts, inspired her 
Deerfield neighbors to share her ‘joy in labor’ through 
self-expression in crafts. Through Wynne’s knowledge 
of Arts and Crafts ideals-honest materials, simple de-
signs, and hand craftsmanship-and an abundance of 
manual skills, Deerfield residents created crafts that 
were exhibited and sold nationally.”

Dan Sousa, assistant curator at Historic Deerfield 
and co-curator of the show, said, “We are proud to have 
acquired Wynne’s Garden of Hearts masterpiece. Not 
only is it a stunning example of Arts and Crafts furni-
ture, but it is also the museum’s first piece of furniture 
made by a woman woodworker. Its acquisition is signif-
icant, and will allow the museum to further strengthen 
and diversify its extensive collection of American furni-
ture, as well as to share new narratives involving wom-
en’s contributions to Arts and Crafts furniture design.”

The chest will be featured alongside important 
examples of her metalwork such as hand-hammered 
bowls, jewelry, and belt buckles, as well as other hand-
crafted baskets, textiles and ironwork produced in 
Deerfield at the time. Many of the objects in the exhibi-
tion are on loan from the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association’s Memorial Hall Museum.

Wynne, who divided her time between Deerfield 
and Chicago, founded the Deerfield Society of Arts and 
Crafts in 1901 and served as its president throughout 
her life. Her charismatic leadership, prolific writing, 
and advocacy for Arts and Crafts principles resulted in 
Deerfield becoming highly regarded as one of the na-
tion’s earliest craft communities. 

Inspired by 17th- and 18th-century Connecticut 
Valley joined chests, known as Hadley chests, Wynne 
considered the Garden of Hearts her greatest artistic ac-
complishment. This exhibition will celebrate the return 
of Wynne’s masterpiece.

Historic Deerfield’s acquisition of the Garden of 
Hearts chest would not have been possible without the 
generous support of the Deerfield Collectors Guild. 
Donors who contributed $500 or more toward the ac-
quisition of the chest are recognized as members of the 
Deerfield Collectors Guild, a group of supporters who 
are committed to Historic Deerfield’s acquisition of 
significant objects of art, culture and history made or 
owned in Old Deerfield from the 17th to the early-18th 
centuries. 100% of contributions from Guild members 
provide financial support to help the museum secure 
important Deerfield objects that might otherwise escape 
preservation.

Approximately 100 individuals contributed the 
funds that allowed Historic Deerfield to acquire the 
chest and mount the related exhibition. Historic Deer-
field opens for the season on Saturday, April 15.

More information on the exhibit and exhibition and 
Historic Deerfield, go to historic-deerfield.org.

Around the Region

Historic Wilbraham Hill Climb returns next month

GRH Plymouth Car#4 at the Start Line of the 2015 Wilbraham Hill Climb. (Photo courtesy of the Boston to 
Springfield Education Foundation) 

Jon Lee Windy City Spec #10 START of the 2015 Wilbraham Hill 
Climb. 

Reed Blower cockpit, starting line of the Wilbraham Hill Climb, 
2013. (Photos courtesy of the Boston to Springfield Education Foundation)

Dozens of drivers are waiting to see the green flag at the 
Wilbraham Hill Climb next month. 
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BRIMFIELD — In less than 
three weeks, the show that almost 
wasn’t gets underway. The first in-
stallment of Brimfield Antique Flea 
Markets 2001 kicks off May 11. 
After the 2020 show was cancelled 
because of the pandemic, it was un-
certain if this year’s would start on 
time. 

Opening season is a trial run 
of sorts. Brimfield Auction Acres, 
owned by Kate and Rusty Cor-
riveau, will be the lone field – albeit 
with 250 dealers – with the rest of 
the shows planning to join them for 
the summer and fall weeks. This 
will be the first show under pan-
demic guidelines and Auction Acres 
will be a model for their peers.

In the meantime, we’re high-

lighting some of the more notable 
dealers you’ll see at Auction Acres 
this spring. The Corriveaus helped 
provide the information below:

Dealer name: Dan Seldin 

What sets him apart 
17th century through mid 20th 

century decorative arts furniture. 
Also known as “mid-century mod-
ern.” Known for finding the unusual 
things. Stays current as possible. 
On top of what’s trending, such 
as antique architectural decorative 
garden-related items, including fur-
niture, statues, and yard art, “par-
ticularly because people are doing 
much more home improvement 
it’s much more popular today than 
years ago.”

History with
Brimfield Auction Acres
Has been at Brimfield Auction 

Acres (J&J) for over 20 years.
The Corriveaus say: “One thing 

he loves about the Brimfield Auc-
tion Acres Show is that usually it is 
two days on Friday and Saturday, 
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By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

PALMER – Some parents ex-
pressed disappointment after Palm-
er High School Superintendent 
Patricia Gardner said graduation 
exercises will be held in front of the 
school like last year rather than on 
Legion Field. 

The issue was front and center 
during an April 14 Palmer School 
Committee meeting. Gardner said 
Massachusetts Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Commissioner 
Jeffrey Riley advocates for a small-
er, more easily controlled venue. 

“We thought our graduation 
last year went really well,” Gardner 
said.

“It was very nice and hopeful-

ly this will be the last year that we 
have to do it.” 

She also said graduates will be 
given six tickets for family mem-
bers who can watch the ceremony 
from the parking lot while observ-
ing social distancing protocols in 
place because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Gardner said she understands 
everyone is ready for things to re-
turn to normal, but must continue 
to move cautiously throughout the 
pandemic given the recent raise in 
cases.

“It’s not a perfect situation,” 
she said.

“Last year we had a gradua-
tion early with the commission-
er’s blessing and we had one when 
many people did not,” Gardner said.

“It’s not the perfect venue, but 
we feel like in working with the 
heath department, it is our best bet 
to do it there again this year.”

Following the meeting, some 
parents said they want a better send-
off for their students. Some com-
plained that it was difficult to view 
commencement last year and that 
Legion Field not only offers better 
viewing but is large enough to allow 
social distancing. 

The grads are “missing out on 
every single thing,” parent Lynn 
Brown said.

“I don’t understand why we 
can’t have graduation on Legion 
field,” she said.

“At first it was because the 
bleachers were going to be under 
construction and now, they’re not. 

You’re not going to tell me the 
parking lot of faculty parking lot at 
Palmer High School is bigger than 
Legion Field. At Legion Field, you 
could spread out and we’d all be on 
the same level. There is a big slope 
in the parking lot, so if you’re in the 
back, you’re not going to see any-
thing going on at graduation.” 

Another parent, Ranae Lom-
bardi, said they have dealt with 
multiple restrictions for the past 
year-and-a-half and this would have 
been a good opportunity to give stu-
dents – and parents – one last, great 
memory. 

“It’s sad,” Lombardi said. 
“These are their best years of 

their lives and the chance to make 

Parents want commencement held on Legion Field 

Turley Publications staff photo by Jonah Snowden

Some parents of Palmer High School seniors said they prefer graduation for 
the Class of 2021 be held on Legion Field rather than in front of the school 
like last year. 

PALMER — Resilience has 
been the theme for students and 
educators in all communities for 
the past year, but that doesn’t mean 
celebrating excellence has fallen 
by the wayside.

In about a month, one of sev-
en Palmer High School seniors 
nominated for the annual Super-
intendent’s Award will be feted at 
a banquet to be held outdoors un-
der a tent. The name of the student 
selected for the prestigious honor 
will be kept under wraps until the 
May 26 banquet. Supt. Patricia 
Gardner said the seven nominees 
considered for the award are the 
most ever, which says quite a bit 
about the depth of the Class of ’21.

In the meantime, here’s some 
insight about the seven nominees 
–  Kendall Levasseur, Jacob Mas-
talerz, Hannah Mega, Miyah Mega, 
Abby Rathbone, Olivia Sloat, and 
Karissa Woods. We sent each one 
a questionnaire intended to help 
them express their feelings about 
Palmer High and share a little bit 
about who they are as individuals. 
Here are their responses:

 
Kendall LeVasseur

Age:   18
College/post-high school 

plans: Study environmental sci-
ence at Siena College 

Who has influenced you 
most during high school?

My mom, Denise LeVasseur, 
was always my biggest supporter 
who pushed me to be my best self 
everyday.

What’s something you were 
nervous about when first starting 
high school that turned out to be 
something you can laugh about 
now?

 Being able to get all my cred-
its to graduate, I thought it was so 
much harder to do than it was.

Favorite class/subject? Year-
book.

Name one class/subject you 
never thought you’d like, but 
came to appreciate:

 Yearbook. I tried it out as a 
filled class, but it turned out that i 
loved it.

 What’s one thing you 
learned in high school that 
changed your life?

Choosing self happiness will 
lead you to an honest and better 
overall life.

 The best thing about high 
school was…:

The relationships with teach-
ers and WEEKENDS!

The best thing about senior 
year was…:

Getting the opportunity to live 
out our last year with the people it 
all began with.

Which emoji best sums up 
your senior year?

 

What’s the first song on your 
go-to playlist? “Simple” by Flori-
da Georgia Line

Last book read (or currently 
reading): “Of Mice and Men.”

In 100 words or fewer, please 
discuss what Palmer High School 
means to you and/or how you 
would like to be remembered:

Palmer High has been a great 
experience with endless memories 
with people I will never forget. 
The experiences this school has 
provided like Costa Rica, sport ral-
lies, and outside opportunities has 
changed my life forever, and I will 
cherish these past four years forev-
er. PHS has always been a safe en-
vironment with understanding staff 
that was always there for a person 
no matter how close they are with 
them. I have always tried to be a 
passionate student who makes oth-
ers laugh and smile, while includ-
ing everyone around me. Being 
into every sports game with my 
loud mouth while also a role model 
for underclassmen.

 Jacob Mastalerz
Age: 18
College/post-high school 

plans: UMass Amherst - Biomed-
ical Engineering

Who has influenced you most 
during high school? Ms. Chapin, 
PHS English Teacher.

What’s something you were 
nervous about when first starting 
high school that turned out to be 
something you can laugh about 
now? Scheduling my classes.

Favorite class/subject? Math.
Name one class/subject you 

never thought you’d like, but 
came to appreciate: American 
Government.

What’s one thing you learned 
in high school that changed your 
life?

SPRINGFIELD – The Amer-
ican International College men’s 
basketball team locker room will 
enjoy a much-needed makeover 
with help from friends in the com-
munity and have a new name. 

The facility will be named in 
honor of the late Frank Oppedisa-
no, a fixture in Palmer for decades 
and a member of the AIC Class of 
1967. Oppedisano played basket-
ball for AIC, where he majored in 
history. He went on to teach history 
at Palmer High for nearly 40 years 
and coached the basketball team 
there for a quarter century.

Oppedisano, a Springfield na-
tive, passed away unexpectedly on 
March 3, 2020. He was 74.

In addition to their fundraising 
effort, last March, AIC Athletics en-
gaged alumni and supporters during 
Athletics Giving Week. Donors 
were asked to consider giving to a 
general fund or team of their choice 
with proceeds from the campaign 
earmarked to benefit student-ath-
letes and athletic programs at the 
College.

Head Men’s Basketball Coach 
Andy Burkholder knew exactly 
where funds raised for men’s bas-
ketball could best be used.

“If you have ever been part of 
a team, you know that the wins are 
great and the losses hurt. The things 
you remember most are the times 
spent with teammates, in the dorms, 
at the dining commons, and in the 
locker room,” he said.

“For more than fifteen years, 
our team has had the same lock-

er room. Athletics Giving Week 
success for men’s basketball will 
not only give our student-athletes 
much needed equipment and gear 
to represent AIC while they are on 
the road, but – in conjunction with 
funds set aside by friends of Frank 
– it will provide them with a desti-
nation of their own when they are 
home: A place of pride on campus 
where they can hang out and build 
important bonds.”

The new locker room will of-
fer additional locker space, new 
flooring, Yellow Jacket branding 
throughout, and will be named in 
honor of Oppedisano, who was a 
four-year member of the AIC bas-

REMEMBRANCE

Palmer High legend 
honored by alma mater

Courtesy photos

Frank Oppedisano, Class of ’67, 
during his college days at AIC.

One on One with the PHS Superintendent’s
Academic Award of Excellence nominees

Courtesy photo

Dan Seldin, shown with one of his 
better known shoppers, Angelica 
Huston (left), loves the Brimfield 
Auction Acres Show.

COUNTDOWN TO THE SHOW

Never know who you’ll run into at this 
antique dealer’s tent

By Michael Harrison
mharrison@turley.com

REGION — A couple of 
months ago, I started chronicling 
my wanderings around the Jour-
nal’s coverage area since moving 
to Western Mass. nine months ago. 
Even with the restrictions of life 
during a pandemic, I said I was de-
termined to learn my way around, 
experience life as a local resident, 
and discover some “hidden” trea-
sures.

The challenge I gave myself 
was to see what I can find and do 
within an hour of my home base in 
Holland. In that first outing, I re-
ally tried to cram in as much as I 
could in an hour and I’ll probably 
do something like that again but 
this time, I let myself savor the 
moment a little longer than last 
time. It’s no coincidence that last 
time, it was the middle of winter 
(though to be fair, one of the nicer 

days) and more recently, a pretty 
nice spring day.

There wasn’t a particular plan, 
but the day had “scenery” and 
“sun” written all over it. With my 

partner, Megan, and our Chihua-
huas, Libby and Chickpea along 
for the ride, we just followed the 
sun. The first stop was Lake Siog 

DAY TRIPPING

Finding the finer things in Holland 
and Monson

Turley Publications photos by Michael Harrison

Westview Farms Creamery offers artisan ice cream, a fantastic view – 
and baby goats!

Kendall LeVasseur
Jacob Mastalerz
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Dedication ceremony
will be held June 4

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – At the close of last year, ef-
forts to rename the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation’s Quabbin Visitor Center were successful

Now, the Visitor Center is named in memory of two 
people who dedicated much of their lives to the Quab-
bin Reservoir, and were key in the creation of the Vis-
itor Center.

The Visitor Center will now be called the Les and 
Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center, and it will be 
dedicated in their memory at a ceremony on Sunday, 
June 4 at 1 p.m.

This honor comes two years after Les’ death in 
2020 at the age of 95. His wife Terry, died in 2007 at 
the age of 66. 

“We’ve been working on this for two years,” said 
Paul Godfrey, board member of the Friends of Quabbin, 
Inc., a nonprofit organization with over 300 members 

across the country.
Godfrey said the Friends, along with Pioneer Val-

ley Photographic Artists and Quabbin Photo Group 
(photography clubs started by Les), contacted state rep-
resentatives and senators to help them create a bill to 
rename the Visitor Center. Both state Sen. Anne Gobi 
and state Rep. Susannah Whipps were instrumental in 
bringing this to reality.

“They both pushed to get this through,” Godfrey 
said. 

As the end of the session neared, the groups were 
uncertain if their bill would become a law in time, es-
pecially as the world was dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

On Dec. 28, 2022, the bill became law when Gov-
ernor Charlie Baker put his signature on it.

It seems only natural to name the Visitor Center 
after the Campbells, as they both had a prominent role 
in making it what it is today.

Les was born in Ware and spent most of his life in 
Belchertown.

His involvement with the Quabbin Reservoir began 
when he was still in high school, and started working 
for the Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission 
in 1944 as a laborer. 

After he graduated from Ware High School, Les 
became a Junior Civil Engineer.

He later went on to work in the Water Quality Lab-
oratory upstairs in the Quabbin Administration Build-
ing where he stayed for 44 years, retiring in 1988.

Les was also an award-winning photographer, be-
coming nationally and internationally known for his 
wildlife photography.

“His photography came from his love of birds,” 
said Anne Ely, board member of the Friends and mem-
ber of both the PVPA and Quabbin Photo Group. 

Ely spoke about how Les would welcome photog-
raphers to his home and taught classes on how to matte 
and frame their photographs. 

“There’s a number of photographers in the Val-
ley that now frame their work because Les taught that 
class,” she said.

“He’d help any photographer,” Godfrey added. 
Les was also a pioneer in photography techniques 

including the innovative use of flash. He also developed 
lap dissolve multiprojector slide presentations. 

“He had an international road show set to music,” 
said Mark Lindhult. This show included the use of 12 
projectors.

Lindhult is also a board member of the Friends 
group and a member of the photography clubs, and he 
remembered how warm and welcoming Les was to club 
members.

“The notion of a ‘friendly critique’…it’s really per-
vaded both photography groups,” he said.

Ely and Lindhult said that while Les was responsi-
ble for many slide and photographic advancements, he 
never patented his work. 

Ely said Les brought photography groups to the 
Quabbin Reservoir from all over the country, and he 
was instrumental in bringing the New England Cam-
era Club Council to the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst. 

“He was very giving, his house was always open,” 
she said. 

Godfrey said Les was involved with the master 
plan committee at MDC in 1975 and he proposed the 
creation of the Visitor Center, which didn’t immediately 
come to fruition.

By the 1980s, his proposal had piqued the interest 
of MDC Commissioner William Geary and state Sen. 
Robert Wetmore.

“They liked the idea and between the two of them, 
they made it real,” Godfrey said.

Les and Terry then formed the Friends group, com-
prised of a diverse group of people from around the re-
gion. 

Terry quickly moved into the volunteer position of 
keeping the Visitor Center manned by a staff of Friends 
group volunteers for several years until she was hired as 
a Program Coordinator in 1988.

Terry started holding Tuesday Teas, a gathering for 
those displaced by the reservoir to talk about their feel-
ings and get to know each other as they would have if 
they still lived in their original towns. 

Tuesday Teas continue to be held the first Tuesday 
of each month at the Visitor Center.

Les amassed a large collection of photos taken of 
the towns lost to the Quabbin Reservoir, and he made 
stunning triptychs which are displayed in the Visitor 
Center.

These triptychs show views of the same place over 
time in a three-photo series, starting with photos taken 
by engineers before and during the construction of the 
reservoir, followed by a recent photo taken by Les. 

“Everywhere you look, there’s a Les or Terry 
touch,” Godfrey said, gesturing around the Visitor Cen-
ter.

Both Les and Terry were passionate about educat-
ing people about the Quabbin Reservoir, Godfrey said.

“There’s so much more here than just water,” he 
said.

The dedication ceremony will be held at the Visitor 
Center, 485 Ware Road, on Sunday, June 4 at 1 p.m. 
There will be guest speakers and refreshments.

A former student of Les’ will be videotaping the 
ceremony. 

Those wishing to attend need to register by May 
12.

People can register by visiting https://app.
smartsheet.com/b/form/8813b059a7d6416dad1c-
f461453a55c1, calling the Visitor Center at 413-323-
7221, emailing godfrey@umass.edu or mailing Paul 
Godfrey, 47 Harkness Road, Pelham, MA 01002.

When calling, emailing or mailing, please include 
your name, address, phone number, email, number of 
guests joining you, as well as any special needs you or 
your guests may have. 

About Friends of Quabbin, Inc.
The Friends of Quabbin, Inc. is a nonprofit volun-

teer organization dedicated to protecting and enhancing 
public enjoyment and appreciation of the unique natu-
ral and historical resources of the Quabbin Reservation. 

Through annual membership dues and donations, 
the Friends are able to continue this work, as well as 
preserve key pieces of the landscape, including the 
Keystone Bridge in New Salem. The stone bridge has 
suffered damage and needs extensive repairs in order to 
be enjoyed for generations to come.

Donation forms are available on foquabbin.org 
and can be mailed along with checks made payable to 
“Friends of Quabbin, Inc” to Friends of Quabbin, Inc., 
485 Ware Road, Belchertown, MA 01007. 

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)

Shown from left are Paul Godfrey, Anne Ely and Mark 
Lindhult standing next to a poster Lindhult made using 
photos of Les and Terry Campbell, and some of Les’ pho-
tos of the Quabbin Reservoir. 

Quabbin Visitor Center renaming 
honors Campbells



April 27, 2023    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 13

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

  Fire Logs

BONDSVILLE
The Bondsville Fire Department 

responded to one call from April 18-24.
April 23 at 5:54 a.m. Responded 

to Palmer Road for a telephone pole on 
fire. Returned to service at 6:22 a.m.

MONSON
The Monson Fire Department re-

sponded to three fire calls and 14 medi-
cal assist calls from April 17-23.

April 19 at 5:41 p.m. Responded 
to State Avenue for a smoke investiga-
tion. Returned to service at 5:52 p.m.

April 22 at 3:02 p.m. Responded 
to Highland Avenue to assist EMS. Re-
turned to service at 4:50 p.m.

April 23 at 9:22 a.m. Responded to 
Main Street for an odor investigation. 
Returned to service at 12:10 p.m.

PALMER
The Palmer Fire Department re-

sponded to 12 calls from April 18-25:
April 19 at 5:47 p.m. Responded 

to Bridge Street for an unauthorized 
burning. Returned to service at 6:14 
p.m.

April 20 at 3:41 p.m. Responded 
to Wilbraham Street for a motor vehi-
cle accident with injury. Returned to 

service at 4:35 p.m.
April 20 at 4:26 p.m. Responded 

to Hill Street in Thorndike for an unau-
thorized burning. Returned to service 
at 4:44 p.m.

April 23 at 2:01 p.m. Responded 
to Wilbraham Street for a lock-out. Re-
turned to service at 2:54 p.m.

April 25 at 7:32 a.m. Responded to 
North Main Street for a motor vehicle 
accident with no injury. Returned to 
service at 10:20 a.m.

April 25 at 10:06 a.m. Responded 
to North Main Street for an alarm ac-
tivation. Returned to service at 10:20 
a.m.

THREE RIVERS
The Three Rivers Fire Department 

logged four calls from April 18-24:
April 21 at 9:15 a.m. Responded to 

Pine St for an EMS incident. Returned 
to service at 9:40 a.m.

April 21 at 11:48 a.m. Responded 
to Overlook Drive for an EMS inci-
dent. Returned to service at 12:12 p.m.

April 21 at 1:36 p.m. Responded 
to Palmer Road for an unauthorized 
burning. Returned to service at 1:50 
p.m.

April 23 at 10:24 p.m. Responded 
to Belanger Street for a propane leak. 
Returned to service at 11:07 p.m.

PALMER
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 543 incidents on its log for 
April 18-25, including:

April 20
Emanuel Diaz, 18, of 2042 Main 

Street apt. 7 in Three Rivers was 
charged with domestic assault and 
battery. No other details were provid-
ed.

April 22
Officers responded to Baystate 

Wing Hospital after a call about a 

missing person. No other details were 
provided.

Also that day, Ryan E. Coolidge, 
30, of 9 Silva Street in Monson, was 
arrested and charged with OUI liquor, 
negligent operation of a motor vehi-
cle and a number plate violation fol-
lowing a traffic stop in the vicinity of 
Breckenridge Street.

April 24
Officers responded to a complaint 

of assault and battery at Baystate 
Wing Hospital. No other details were 
provided.

trepreneurs to the largest corporations.”
The Chamber offers training and 

seminars to help small businesses im-
prove and expand, and boost business 

visibility throughout the region.
For more information about the 

Chamber, visit qhma.com.

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce goes 
bowling at Diamond  Junction

Jan McCoy speaks animatedly with Anthony Surprise.

do so. I have a feeling I’ll be a match. If 
you’re both OK with it, point me in the 
right direction for the next step.” That 
direction was to Baystate Medical Cen-
ter where she learned she was indeed a 
match.

One year later, Kelleher noted she 
“still walks 10,000 steps a day, and re-
cently started playing Pickleball.”

“I am as active as ever, life is good, 
and one kidney is definitely enough for 
me. Whenever I share my story, people 
are amazed. My hope is that, down the 
road, one of them will also say ‘Yes’ 
to becoming a living organ donor. The 
need is great, but the reward is even 
greater,” Kelleher said.

Baystate Medical Center partic-
ipates in a national kidney exchange 
program, the National Kidney Regis-
try, commonly referred to as a ‘swap’ 
program. National exchanges facilitate 
more kidney donations and more trans-
plants with the goal being to find the 
right kidney for the right person. The 
struggle of compatibility is no longer a 
worry for a donor and recipient because 
the exchange program allows pairs the 
opportunity to move forward in the 
process, even if not compatible. A do-
nor and his or her recipient can choose 

a path of direct donation, if compati-
ble, or a kidney swap by way of paired 
exchange or voucher program. The 
voucher program allows donors to give 
now, and the intended recipient to re-
ceive a voucher that guarantees a living 
donor kidney when one is needed.

Living kidney donation has be-
come more accessible and possible 
than ever before. Those who wish to 
learn about living kidney donation are 
encouraged to reach out to the Baystate 
Transplant Living Donor Nurse Coor-
dinator.

“It is a pleasure and honor to work 
with those who even just consider liv-
ing donation,” said Nancy Dias, BSN, 
RN, Baystate’s living donor coordina-
tor.

To learn more about becoming 
a living kidney donor, call Baystate 
Medical Center’s Transplant Services 
at 413-794-2321. To learn more about 
organ and tissue donation, contact New 
England Donor Services at 1-800-
466-6362 or visit  neds.org.  Also, for 
more information on Baystate Medical 
Center’s Kidney Transplant Program, 
visithttps://www.baystatehealth.org/
services/surgery/specialties/transplant.

 

DONATE LIFE  ❙  from page 4

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce members enjoyed a night of bowling at Dia-
mond Junction Bowling.

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce members enjoyed bowling and socializing.

Photo submitted by Jan McCoy

Diamond Junction Manager Kristen Havens greeted 
members.

In between bowling, members enjoyed food provided by Apollo 1 Pizza and TJ’s Pop, 
as well as cider from Easthampton Cider Project.

Photo submitted by Jan McCoy

Cindy Skowyra and teammates wait their turn to bowl.

Photo submitted by Jan McCoy

TJ’s Pop brought gourmet popcorn. 

Municipal employees take aim at the pins.

Chamber members enjoy social outings throughout the 
year. 

Andrew Surprise pulls the winning ticket for the Red Sox ticket giveaway.

CHAMBER  ❙  from page 1

MONSON — Thanks to support 
from the Mass Cultural Council, Trav-
elnitch will be hosting Spring into Ad-
venture: A Family Travel Fair on Satur-
day, June 10, at Silver Bell Farm. 

This event, which is supported 
by a Mass Cultural Council Festivals 
Grant, is open to the public and  free to 
attend. Travel vendors will be on site to 
provide information – and inspiration 
– for families looking to get out and 
explore locally this summer, a press re-
lease states.

“With help from our friends in the 
travel community, we are introducing 
our neighbors to the wonders of West-
ern Mass –  and backyard travel,” ac-
cording to Amanda Renna, founder and 
CEO at Travelnitch. 

The Monson-based nonprofit al-
ready has a commitment from local 
partners such as Springfield Museums, 
Storrowton Village Museum, Treetop 
Adventures, and Zoar Outdoors, but re-

mains open to new partnerships. 
Renna said she hopes Spring into 

Adventure will become the organiza-
tion’s signature event, bringing togeth-
er local businesses and families who 
love to travel. 

“This family travel fair is an op-
portunity to provide parents with ev-
erything they need to plan their sum-
mer-from free outdoor activities to 
family-friendly, rainy-day fun,” she 
said.

The fun begins on-site with an al-
paca meet and greet courtesy of Windy 
Crow Farm and stuff-your-own trav-
el pals courtesy of Capt’n Cod’s Bear 
Cove. The Silver Bell Farm food and 
ice cream truck will offer up tasty treats 
and the World on Wheels will be open 
for business. Travelnitch will even be 
raffling off tickets to Old Sturbridge 
Village, Six Flags, Storyland and more. 
For more information, go to travel-
nitch.org.

Monson nonprofit invites 
public to family travel fair
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ESTATE SALE
109 DAYTON STREET CHICOPEE 
MA SATURDAY APRIL 29 8AM-
2PM CONTENTS OF HOUSE TO BE 
SOLD. HOUSEWARES, GARDEN 
TOOLS, HO TRAIN SET, FURNI-
TURE, KITCHEN. RAIN OR SHINE 
DON’T MISS IT.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
DOUBLE RECLINER SOFA, SIN-
GLE RECLINER CHAIR both all 
leather and excellent condition sofa 
$400 chair $200 call (413)245-3000 
must see

GOULDS SHALLOW WELL 
PUMP 3/4 h.p. 115, 230 vaults, 
14.8 amps. used one week like new 
$400.00 (413)967-3083.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 

basements, demo services, 10% 
discount with this ad off services. 

Dumpster Rentals available fro rent.
All Major CC’s

CALL NOW (413)531-1936
acallwehaul@gmail.com

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

EVENTS
WINTERGARDEN FARMS AN-
TIQUES AT WINTERGARDEN 
FARMS JUST 15 MINUTES FROM 
THE HEART OF BRIMFIELD MAY 
3RD THROUGH MAY 9TH 9:00 AM 
TO 5:00 PM DAILY BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY INCLUDING EVENINGS 
359 STAFFORD ROAD (RTE 32), 
MONSON, MASS CALL (413)539-
1472 TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 
OR STOP BY. THE BARN IS PACKED 
WITH GREAT MERCHANDISE!! 
KEEP WATCHING FOR UPDAT-
ED PHOTOS AT www.antique-
satwintergardenfarm.com

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl 
Fence Tim (413) 563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior and exterior, resi-
dential,commercial and new construc-
tion, wallpaper removal, sheetrock and 
plaster repairs. Quality products. Since 
1985. Free estimates. Fully Insured.  
Call Brad at B>413-887-1987.

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323-
6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413) 344-
6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

BEAUTIFUL HEALTHY GER-
MAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES FOR 
SALE, READY TO GO $1,200.00 FOR 
MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
LORI (508)864-4712

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WARREN HOUSING 

AUTHORITY
WARREN, MA The Warren Housing 
Authority seeks an experienced hous-
ing administrator or managing agent 
to lead and manage its programs, 
properties, and contracts. The Warren 
Housing Authority owns and operates 
60 units of state-aided elderly/hand-
icapped public housing, 4 units of 
state-aided family housing, 11 MRVP, 
six Section 8 new construction units, 
and 66 HCV currently administrated 
through a third party.
Required Minimum Qualifications: A 
minimum of two years’ experience in 
housing management, community de-
velopment, public administration, or a 
closely related field; knowledge of the 
principles and practices of housing 
management, finances, and mainte-
nance systems in public and private 
housing; excellent written and verbal 
communication skills; knowledge of 
laws regulating State and Federal 
housing programs; clearly demon-
strated management and organization 
skills, and; experience working with 
people of various socio-economic 
backgrounds. Certification as a Public 
Housing Manager from a HUD/DHCD 
approved accrediting organization is 
desired or must be obtained within 
one year of employment. The success-
ful candidate must be able to pass a 
criminal background check prior to final 
selection.
The annual salary range is up to 
$62,775.00 depending upon experi-
ence, certifications, and in accordance 
with the DHCD Executive Director Sal-
ary Schedule/Calculation worksheet. 
The work week is 26 hrs. per week and 
includes a generous benefit portfolio.
Candidates should apply in confidence 
by submitting cover letter and resume 
to G. Matthew Pike, MassNAHRO, 990 
Washington Street, Suite 209, Ded-
ham, MA 02026, ATTN: Warren E.D. 
Search. For a complete job description 
go to: https://files.constantcontact.com/
a08b9b0e001/042de6b4-8e7b-4f6b-
ad76-4321183847e9.docx
Managing agent respondents should 
submit a proposal to that same ad-
dress.
Closing date is close of business on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2023. Late sub-
missions will not be accepted.
The Warren Housing Authority is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. Minori-
ties, women, veterans, and people with 
disabilities are strongly encouraged to 
apply.

WARREN PARKS & RECRE-
ATION DEPT. is accepting applica-
tions for seasonal positions of Sum-
mer Recreation Supervisor/ Summer 
Recreation Counselor and Lifeguards.  
Job description and applications avail-
able at www.warren-ma.gov or Town 
Clerk’s Office, Charles E. Shepard 
Bld., 48 High Street, Warren, MA.  Mail 
applications to Warren Parks & Rec., 
P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA  01083.  
Deadline: June 1, 2023.  Town of War-
ren is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOOD CONCESSION SEEKS 
HELP May 10-13, cleaning, sandwich 
making, serving. Position requires long 
days standing, walking. email Ellen for 
more information @ realm4712@aol.
com

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

COMMERCIAL STORAGE UNIT 
FOR RENT.  20’ WIDE BY 30’ 
DEEP. 11’ CEILINGS. Each unit 
has one garage door 10’ wide by 9’ 
high and one man door. 
Units have electricity, but no heat or 
plumbing.  Perfect for an electrician, 
landscaper or tradesman.
Located in Belchertown, MA
Please call or text Tim  (413) 315-
1614

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED

SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

WANTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under  the  r equ i re -
ments of M.G.L. Chapter 
131 §40,  the  Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, May 10, 
2023 at 7:50 P.M. in the 
Large Meeting Room, Town 
Office Building, 110 Main 
St. Under consideration is a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability to determine 
if the work associated with 
the installation of a new sep-
tic system for the property 
located at 218 Wilbraham 
Rd, Assessors Map 028, 
Parcel 024, is subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act. The 
property owners are William 
& Amanda Skinner.

Submitted by:
Monson Conservation 

Commission
04/27/2023

Town of Monson 
Planning Board

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

In  accordance  wi th 
the provisions of M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Section 5, the 
Monson Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, May 16, 2023 
at 7:10 P.M. in the Select 
Board Meeting Room , Town 
Administration Building 110 
Main Street. It is proposed to 
Amend the Monson Zoning 
Bylaws by adding new sec-
tions to 1.7 Definitions 
and make modifications as 
drafted to §4.1 Floodplain. 
A copy of the complete text 
of the proposed bylaw is on 
file with the Monson Town 
Clerk, the Planning Board 
and is available on the Town 
website. 

Craig Sweitzer, Chairman
Monson Planning Board 

04/27, 05/04/2023

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions Pursuant to the provisions 

of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 
255, Sec. 39A, the follow-255, Sec. 39A, the follow-
ing vehicles will be sold at ing vehicles will be sold at 
public auction for towing and public auction for towing and 
storage charges due:storage charges due:

N I S S A N ,  V I N : N I S S A N ,  V I N : 
JN8AZ18W49W147526 JN8AZ18W49W147526 
Megan Fortune 30 Flynt Megan Fortune 30 Flynt 
Ave Monson, MA; NISSAN Ave Monson, MA; NISSAN 
VIN:5N1ED28462C515047 VIN:5N1ED28462C515047 
Juliet  Powell  23 Echo Juliet  Powell  23 Echo 
Lane East Hartford, CT; Lane East Hartford, CT; 
VO L K S WAG O N  V I N :VO L K S WAG O N  V I N :
3VWSK69MX2M103645 3VWSK69MX2M103645 
Donald LaFleur 2214 Main Donald LaFleur 2214 Main 
St. Three Rivers, MA; JEEP St. Three Rivers, MA; JEEP 
VIN:1J4NF1FB2BD211032 VIN:1J4NF1FB2BD211032 
J i l l  L o v e l y  2 6 J i l l  L o v e l y  2 6 
N o r t h a m p t o n  A v e . N o r t h a m p t o n  A v e . 
Springfield, MA; FORD Springfield, MA; FORD 
VIN:3FA6P0K9XGR319293 VIN:3FA6P0K9XGR319293 
Adam Atwell 146 College Adam Atwell 146 College 
Hwy Apt 3 Southampton, Hwy Apt 3 Southampton, 
MA. This auction is to MA. This auction is to 
take place on May 5, 2023, take place on May 5, 2023, 
10:00 A.M. at LaBontes & 10:00 A.M. at LaBontes & 
Son LLC, 241 Wilbraham Son LLC, 241 Wilbraham 
St., Palmer, MA 01069.St., Palmer, MA 01069.
04/20, 04/27, 05/04/202304/20, 04/27, 05/04/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD175469EP1 
Estate of: 

Julia K Midura
Date of Death: 02/05/1978

CITATION ON GENERAL 
PROBATE PETITION
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been 

filed by: Brad M Dimiero 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the Court Ratify and 
Confirm a Doubtful Act of 
the Fiduciary all as more 
fully set forth in said petition. 

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
05/31/2023. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 

written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken with-
out further notice to you. 

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 14, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/27/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under  the  r equ i re -
ments of M.G.L. Chapter 
131 §40,  the  Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, May 10, 
2023 at 8:00 P.M. in the 
Large Meeting Room, Town 
Office Building, 110 Main 
St. Under consideration is a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability to determine if 
the activity associated with 
the manual removal, cutting, 
and treating of invasive spe-
cies along Lakeshore Dr and 
lake access R.O.W.’s for the 
properties located at Pulpit 
Rock Lake, Assessors Map 
005, Parcel 034Q, is subject 
to the Wetlands Protection 
Act. The property owners 
are the Pulpit Rock Pond 
Preservation Trust.

Submitted by:
Monson Conservation 

Commission
04/27/2023

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
Mortgage given by Jason R. 
Voyik and Kaitlyn M. Voyik 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Prospect 
Mortgage, LLC, a limited 
liability company, its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated 
April 14, 2011 and recorded 
with the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds at Book 
18737, Page 373 as affect-
ed by a Loan Modification 
recorded on March 17, 
2016 in Said Registry of 
Deeds at Book 21099, Page 
474, subsequently assigned 
to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
by Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Prospect 
Mortgage, LLC, a limit-
ed liability company, its 
successors and assigns by 
assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds at Book 20530, 
Page 476 for breach of the 
conditions of said Mortgage 
and for the purpose of fore-
closing same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 10:00 
AM on May 11, 2023 at 1 
Lakeshore Drive, Monson, 
MA, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
Mortgage, to wit: 

The land, with buildings 
thereon located on the west-
erly side of Silver Street, 
Monson, Hampden County, 
being shown and designat-
ed as Lot 1 on a plan by 
Sherman & Woods dated 
September 5, 2001 entitled 
“Plan of Land in Monson, 
Prepared for Lemon & 
Lemon Land Development” 
recorded with Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 322 Page 50, 
being more particularly 
bounded and described as 
follows: 

NORTHERLY by Lot 
2 as shown on said plan, 
372.22 feet; 

EASTERLY by Silver 
Street as shown on said plan, 
201.00 feet; 

SOUTHERLY by Lake 
Shore Drive as shown on said 
plan, 154.54 feet; 

And WESTERLY by land 
now or formerly of Paul M. 
Brodeur et ux, 378.94 feet. 

Containing 1,377 acres 
and being a portion of the 
premises described in deed 
dated July 17,2001 record-
ed in Book 11802 Page 305 
and in Book 11802 Page 308. 

Being the same premises 
conveyed to the Mortgagors 
herein by Deed of David P. 
Paradis, and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds, simultaneously here-
with. 

The premises are to be 
sold subject to and with the 
benefit of all easements, 
restrictions, encroachments, 
building and zoning laws, 
liens, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in posses-
sion, and attorney’s fees and 
costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
A  d e p o s i t  o f  F I V E 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will 
be required to be delivered 
at or before the time the bid 
is offered. The successful 
bidder will be required to 
execute a Foreclosure Sale 
Agreement immediately 
after the close of the bidding. 
The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within 
thirty (30) days from the sale 
date in the form of a certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satis-
factory to Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, 
to reject any and all bids, 
to continue the sale and to 
amend the terms of the sale 
by written or oral announce-
ment made before or during 
the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid. 
The purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney. The description of the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this pub-
lication. 

TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
Present Holder of said 

Mortgage, 
By Its Attorneys, 

ORLANS PC 
PO Box 540540 

Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 

17-002171 
04/20, 04/27, 05/04/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P0773EA

Estate of: 
James Jacob Hard

Also Known As: 
James J. Hard
Date of Death: 

October 04, 2022
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interest-

ed in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Petit
ioner Kristen Casucci of 
Brookfield, MA.

Kristen Casucci  of 
Brookfield, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate  is  being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.
04/27/2023

Public Notices

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 17th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

The Journal Register encourages readers to con-
tact event coordinators and organizers for updated 
event times. Have an event to promote? Email the infor-
mation (in sentence form and as a Word doc or  plain 
email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – to mharrison@
turley.com.

NEXT WEEK
FIRST LADY OF THE WORLD: The Keep Home-

stead Museum, located at 35 Ely Road in Monson, pres-
ents actress Sheryl Faye as she portrays Eleanor Roos-
evelt in a program, “First Lady Of The World” at 1:30 
p.m. on Sunday, May 7, during an open house event. 
Using costumes, audio, slides and attention to detail, 
Faye tells Roosevelt’s story as a child, wife, mother, 
first lady and widow. Free, but donations appreciated.

UPCOMING
PLANT SALE: The Monson Garden Club will 

hold its annual plant sale at 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 
13, at Dave Grieve Park Gazebo on Main Street. A wide 
selection of perennials in addition to wildflowers, veg-
etables, shrubs, house plants, bulbs and herbs will be 
available starting at $3. Rain date is May 20.

PLANT SALE: Down To Earth Gardeners holds its 
25th annual Plant Sale 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, May 
20, at the United Methodist Church, 162 Main Street 
Monson (across from Dunkin’ Donuts).  There will be a 
large selection of plants for shade or for sun, including 
perennials, ground cover, shrubs, herbs and more. For 
more information, call Debi at 267-5207.

DINNER AND CONCERT: The Music Committee 
of First Church of Monson, 5 High Street, will host a 
dinner and concert On Saturday, May 20. Dinner, at 5 
p.m., will consist of chicken parmigiana, pasta, salad, 
Italian bread and dessert. At 7 p.m., West Mass Brass 
will present a concert featuring its all-volunteer brass 
band performing in the British tradition. Tickets for the 
dinner and concert are $20 and can be purchased by 
calling Gail at 413-267-4818.  Concert tickets only are 
$5 and will be available at the door.

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the 

Holland Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Rd. to learn or 
practice different crafts. New crafts every Wednesday. 
For more information, call 413-245-3607.

 
KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 

Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until 
dusk for hiking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. 
Trail maps can be found in the parking lot. The Phil-
lips Sculpture Garden is open year-round (handouts in 
box on one of the sign posts). For more information call 
413-267-4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.
org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

 
QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Mem-

bers meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of 
the month  in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three 
Rivers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with varying 
degrees of accomplishments, from novice to Big E 
“Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a year. For more 
information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or 
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on 
Facebook for more.

ONGOING
LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-

8:30 p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 
7 Bliss St, Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include 
absolute beginners and beginners, and participants get 
to dance to all types of music. $10 per class. Please 
wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday 
of every month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of 
the Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open 
to the public. Play available board and card games or 
bring your own. Must be 16 or older unless accompa-
nied by an adult. No Registration Required – just show 
up!  Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email 
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WIN-
TER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. 
The center is located on Rt 116, at the center of the 
Holyoke Range State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will 
be available for visitors. Coming in January, programs 
will also be offered to highlight the Range’s special na-
ture in winter, see the park web site for details. 

BINGO: 6:25 p.m., Mondays. Kitchen opens at 
4:30 p.m. At Amvets Post 74, 2150 Main St., Three 
Rivers.

 
QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night at Memori-

al Hall with Randy Emerson. Free, no registration. Pre-
sented by Monson Parks & Rec and the Monson Free 
Library, 

Calendar
of Events

E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to
Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

DEATH  NOTICES
O B I T U A R I E S

PALMER – Chester R. Be-
dard, 79 passed away peacefully 
on April 22,2023 at Encompass 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Lud-
low with his family by his side. 
Born January 28, 1944, in Ware, 
Massachusetts. He was the son 
of the late Hector J. Bedard and 
Sophie V. (Lech) Bedard. Af-
ter graduating from Hardwick 
High School, he went on to en-
list in the Navy, and served as a 
Corpsman in Vietnam. After his 
service to his country, he worked 
for Pratt & Whitney, then went 
on to work and retire from the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts. Chet also served for 42 
years as a fire fighter with the 
Hardwick, Monson and Palmer 
Fire Departments, along with 
being an EMT for Monson and 
Palmer Ambulance. He enjoyed 
traveling, watching the Red Sox 
and if he had the time, the beach 
or coastline was the places he 
loved to be the most. Nothing 
better than waking up seeing the 

sun and heading for a 
drive to the beach for 
the day. He was hap-
py just sitting on the 
rocks listening to the 
waves. To end the day, 
he would stop at one 
of his many seafood 
restaurants to enjoy 
some steamers and 
lobster. Looking back, 
it was clear how important those 
trips with him would become for 
anyone that went along. We all 
knew that it didn’t matter what 
the map or GPS said was the 
best route to get there, he had his 
way and would take the “scenic 
route”. When you had the plea-
sure of taking the scenic route 
with Chet, you had to come to 
terms with the fact that time no 
longer mattered. You just had to 
enjoy the trip itself and not just 
the destinations partnered with 
nonstop polka music which he 
loved to listen to. Besides his 
parents, he was predeceased by 

his stepmother, Mary 
(Lanou) Bedard. Chet 
leaves his wife of 26 
years, Sandy Bedard 
of Bondsville, his 
daughter Kym Perry 
and David of Palmer, 
son, Jason Bedard and 
Chevelle of Brimfield, 
stepson’s Chris Ler-
oux and Tina of Palm-

er and Joe Leroux and Lori of 
Barre. He also leaves his grand-
children Tiffany and Clay Be-
dard, Brett Miller, and Chris Le-
roux. Along with his 2 beloved 
dogs Bailey and Lola. The fam-
ily would like to thank the won-
derful staff at Encompass for the 
great care they gave Chet. Call-
ing hours will be Tuesday May 2 
from 5:00-7:00 PM at Beers & 
Story Funeral Home in Palmer. 
In lieu of flowers donations can 
be made to Pawsafe.org. For 
more information or to sign the 
online guest book, please visit 
www. beers and story.com 

Chester R. Bedard, 79

Brimfield – Judith J. (Caron) 
Hitchcock, 84, was surrounded 
by her loving family when she 
died peacefully at her home on 
Wednesday, April 19, 2023.  

Judy was predeceased by 
her husband of nearly 60 years, 
Charles Robert “Bob” Hitch-
cock, who died May 13, 2021.  
They were married September 
2, 1961.  She is survived by her 
sons, Robert Hitchcock of Charl-
ton, and Jonathan Hitchcock of 
Brimfield, and by her daughter, 
Mary Jane Gaumond of War-
ren; her grandchildren, Marcel 
Gaumond of Warren, Macey 
Gaumond of Worcester, and G. 
Beck Gaumond of West Brook-
field; her brother, Roger Caron 
of West Brookfield; and by many 
nieces and nephews.  Judy was 
predeceased by her grandson, 
Charles “Chas” Hitchcock, who 
died July 22, 2015, and by a 
brother, Phil Caron who died in 
2016.

Born in South-
bridge on May 14, 
1938, Judy was the 
daughter of the late 
Philias and Marie 
Jeanne (Tetreault) 
Caron.  She was a grad-
uate with the class of 
1956 from the former 
Mary E. Wells High 
School in Southbridge.  
She graduated with the 
class of 1959 from the 
former Worcester Me-
morial Hospital School 
of Nursing, and worked 
for 50 years as a Reg-
istered Nurse at Har-
rington Memorial Hos-
pital in Southbridge.  
Judy was a member of 
the St. Christopher’s Women’s 
Club, and also of the Brimfield 
Senior Center.  She enjoyed gar-
dening, flea markets, and most 
of all, her friends and her family.  

A calling hour will be held 

at St. Christopher’s 
Church, 16 Stur-
bridge Road, Brim-
field, MA on Saturday, 
May 20, 2023, from 
11AM-12:15PM prior 
to Judy’s funeral Mass.   
Her Mass will begin at 
12:30PM. Burial will 
immediately follow at 
Brimfield Cemetery.    
The family requests in 
lieu of flowers that you 
kindly consider mak-
ing a memorial dona-
tion to the St. Christo-
pher’s Women’s Club, 
16 Sturbridge Road, 
Brimfield, MA 01010 
or to Hitchcock Free 
Academy, P.O. Box 

155, Brimfield, MA 01010.  San-
soucy Funeral Home, 40 Marcy 
Street, Southbridge, MA is han-
dling arrangements.  www.san-
soucyfuneral.com 

Judith J. (Caron) Hitchcock, 84

Bedard, Chester R.
Died April 22, 2023
Services May 2, 2023

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360
MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Hitchcock (Caron),
Judith J.
Died April 19, 202
Funeral May 20, 2023

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley.
com.
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Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

Sun. 12-8pm
Reservations Recommended! 

Every Friday & Saturday
5th Charlie Bongiovi
6th Freddie Marion
12th Luther
13th Luther
19th Irv Lewis
20th Freddie Marion 
26th TBA
27th Charlie Bongiovi

413.271.1208

Luther

Charlie Bongiovi

Freddie Marion

Live Music
MAY LINE UPJoin Us 

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 14th
Featuring a Special Menu

Reservations 
Recommended!

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 14TH
Serving Full Service PLATED Brunch 11am-3pm 

Dinner Menus With Specials Available 11am-10pm

Build Your Own Bloody Mary Bar & Much More! 

CALL FOR FULL MENU
Reservations Available Now - Call Early!

di Hampden House

Showers, Christenings, First Communions, 
Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

OUR PATIO IS NOW OPEN!
See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

Weather 
Permitting

CALL TODAY!
413-566-8015

GIO’S LOUNGE
Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails

COME DINE WITH US!
Gourmet Pizzas • Grinders
Giant Calzones • Seafood
Salads • Wings & More

Extended Hours for Lounge
Keno & Lottery Available

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
Open 5 Days | www.giospizzeria.com

Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

Mother’s Day
is May 14th

MOM HAS HER 
HANDS FULL!

Call Gio’s for 
dinner more often 

& treat her to 
lunch or dinner 
in Gio’s Lounge!

Closed Mon. & Tues.

3 COURSE MEAL $25
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUESDAY-THURSDAY 4-9PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY11:30AM-9:30PM • SUNDAY 11:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT

$15 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Fridays & Saturdays 
11:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

Dine in Only • While supplies last

LIVE MUSIC!

Meet up Meet up with friends with friends at Route 20!at Route 20!

Thursday 4/27
Frank Serafino

Friday 4/28
Matt Gibbs

Saturday 4/29
Baird Souls

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 11:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

Join Us 
MOTHER’S DAY 

Brunch or Dinner
Sunday, May 14th 

SPECIAL MENU FOR MOM
Accepting Reservations 

for parties of 6 or more only.

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

29th Annual Spring Monson Art Show
By Mya Walker

Intern correspondent

“One of the best [shows] we have ever had!” says 
Alan Morin, a Committee Member and entered artist 
of the 29th Annual Spring Monson Arts Show. Located 
in the center of Monson and spread between two ven-
ues, the House of Art and Memorial Hall, this event 
shouldn’t be missed. 

The show features multiple different types of art 
that can fit into four different categories: Painting, Pho-
tography, Graphic Arts, and Three Dimensional Arts. 
Once in attendance, the art speaks for itself, ranging 
from methodically put-together sculptures to beautiful 
landscape paintings. Not only can you view great art, 
but you can buy some, too; the House of Art is also 
home to a gift shop, The Gallery Store, showcasing 
many handmade trinkets and accessories.

For most artists, it may not be a leisurely place to 
present their art, though. The Council holds a contest 
with multiple different awards every year, like the Pres-
ident’s Award, the Committee Choice Award, and, for 
the first time, the Edward and Shirley Lastoff Prize, an 
award in the name of artist Linda Lastoff’s parents.

This small but mighty display also gives a “ con-
temporary city meets quaint hometown,” feel and is 

just what the locals of Monson and surrounding areas 
needed for a weekend endeavor. Many felt pride in the 
fact that the area contains so many artistically talented 
people.

For example, Lisa Anderson of Belchertown stat-
ed, “We’re fortunate to live in an area that has so many 
talented people in it… I appreciate the fact that I can 
just pop in easily and enjoy some art locally, and not 
have to go into the city”. If you’re in the area on April 
29 or 30, you should attend the Spring Monson Arts 
Show- you wouldn’t regret it.

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Second Chance Animal Services 
is caring for a sweet 8-month-old 
shelter pup who suffered serious 
trauma to his leg.  

Natty came to Second 
Chance in great pain, enduring 
one of the most serious injuries a 
dog can face - a degloving injury 
to his leg. Skin and tissue were 
torn from the bone and muscle, 
leaving his limb exposed and vul-
nerable.

Second Chance veterinarians 
attempted to save Natty’s leg, but 
unfortunately, the injury was too 
severe. Despite pain meds and 
monitoring, he was in so much 
distress and pain that he was try-
ing to chew his leg off.  

Doctors had no choice but to 
amputate his leg to provide him 
with comfort.

“Natty was rushed into sur-
gery this morning. We couldn’t 
let him wait another moment in 
pain, but now we’re asking for 
help. The costs for Natty’s care 
and surgery are great due to the 
severity of his injury,” said Sec-
ond Chance Chief Development 
Officer Lindsay Doray in a press 
release. “We estimate his care 
may be close to $2,500 and we’re 
grateful for any help for this 
sweet pup. Donations will help 
give Natty and pets like him who 
come to Second Chance with ma-
jor medical needs.”

Those interested in helping 
can visit secondchanceanimals.
org/natty to make a donation.  
Checks can also be mailed to 
Second Chance, P.O. Box 136, 
East Brookfield, MA 01515.

Second Chance asks for help with
injured 8-month old puppy

Courtesy Photo

Natty is an 8-month-old puppy suffer-
ing from serious leg trauma. 

(left to right): Hannah Harvester, Matthew Cowles, Mat-
thew Mattingly, Tom Ouellete, Gail Bacon “Drying Flow-
ers” (The Edward and Shirley Lastoff Memorial Prize), 
Brian McQuillan “Molly” (Committee Choice Award)

Alan Morin and his painting, “Snow Dog”

Artists shown from left to right: Catherine Smith, In Sun 
Russell, Joe St. John, Cynthia Andrews, Rachel Clark

Artists shown from left to right: Frank J. Bly (Both Clown 
Pictures), Maurita Eaton, Maggie Hodges, Carol Dunn, 
Peter “Root Tree Portraits II: La Chapelle Baloue (Hon-
orable Mentions)

The Gallery Store located on Main St., Monson.


