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PALMER

Asst. principals
share journey

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER - Assistant
Principals Week was Apr. 6
to 10, and the high school
celebrated by honoring its
two Assistant Principals,
Amy Herring and Enrique
Sanchez.

The school celebrated
by presenting gifts to the As-
sistant Principals throughout
the week, including daily
tokens from Principal Sue
North, and notes that had
been written by students.
Herring said that the best
gifts were the notes from
students, thanking the As-
sistant Principals for being
there for them during rough
periods of their life, helping
them sort things out in dif-
ficult classes, or just under-
standing them.

“It’s a small, close-knit
community,” Herring said.
“We get to know the kids,
their siblings, their fami-
lies, the good and bad and
everything in between. It’s
a really great environment
to work in, because we have

that connection with all our
students. Not only do we
know students by name, but
a little bit about them, which
is unique, I think, to being in
a small town.”

Herring has been an ed-
ucator in town for 32 years,
having grown up in Palmer
and graduated from the high
school in 1990. She gradu-
ated from Westfield State in
1994 and got her Master’s
from Cambridge College in
2005, then got her admin-
istrator licensure through
Performance Assessment for
Leaders, followed by an ap-
prenticeship under Principal
Sue North prior to becoming
Assistant Principal.

“Talways planned on be-
ing a teacher,” Herring said.
“T always took a lot of lead-
ership roles within teaching,
and Principal North said,
‘you really should look to
be administrator, it would
be really helpful to have a
larger impact on the school
and all of the students.” An
opportunity came about
when the principal at OMP
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Submitted photo
Assistant Principals Amy Herring and Enrique Sanchez.

MONSON

Select

Board

notes

Nine-year-old
recognized
for bravery
auring fire

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - Last week’s
Select Board meeting fea-
tured an appeal from the
Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor, upcoming road warnings
from the Highway Depart-
ment, and the recognition of
a very brave resident.

The Tuesday, April 14
meeting began with Chair
Peter Warren announcing
that assisted listening devices
were available for members
of the public to request from
the staff.

During the meeting, Fire
Chief Brian Harris and the Se-
lect Board recognized Anna-
leah Buffington for her brav-
ery in alerting her family and
evacuating her house during a
fire. She was awarded a Fire
Department Coin, which is
given out when someone does
something exceptional, and a
gift bag from Better Bean.

Public Comments

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Tim Pasco approached
the board during Public Com-
ments to address the vote on
closing down the Parks and
Recreation Department and
Cemetery Department. Pasco
mentioned that Parks and Rec
was formed in 1976, and that
his father had worked on it
before he did.

“The thought of just
eliminating the Parks and Rec
Department and not main-
taining to a certain standard
our fields and having any
programs for kids, not only
breaks my heart for the kids
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - On Thurs-
day, April 16, at 9 a.m., the
high school held a Mock Ac-
cident demonstration to show
its students the importance of
practicing safe driving.

If you spotted a group
of teenagers with blood and
bruises on their faces, crawl-
ing out of a wrecked car on
the high school campus,
there’s no need for alarm; it
was just a part of the school’s
annual Mock Accident,
which is held every year to
raise awareness of the dan-
gers of reckless driving.

“This event is so im-
portant to educate our stu-
dents on the importance of
driving safely, and to not be
distracted by drunken driv-
ing, being impaired, or using
cell phones,” said Principal
Sue North. “It helps students
realize the severe conse-
quences of reckless driving
behavior, and allows aware-
ness for responsible decision
making.”

The event is made pos-
sible through collaboration
with the fire departments of
Palmer, Three Rivers, and
Bondsville, the police de-
partment, Beers Story Fu-
neral Home, Gary Labonte
Towing, Pathfinder Techni-
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Submitted Photos

Top photo, Firefighters were on the scene to demonstrate how
to safely remove victims from the wrecked car. Kodah, under
heavy makeup, took the driver’s seat of the wrecked van for

the mock accident.

cal Vocational School, and
UMass LifeFlight.

“Unfortunately, due
to weather, the helicopter
couldn’t fly in,” North said.

Volunteers for the event
included Abigail Labier, Ko-
dah Laviolette, Avigail Lee,
Chris Stapleton, and Wyatt
Tindlund. The EMTs were
Kelsey Coyle, Garrett La-
fond, and Paige Venneri.

“I think it’s an incredible
opportunity that our students
get to take part in, as well as
observe,” said Assistant Prin-
cipal Amy Herring. “Some
of our students are victims,

while some, the students that
take EMT course, are actual-
ly first responders.”

Herring quoted Princi-
pal North saying, “if it im-
pacts one life and one deci-
sion that a student makes,
then it’s worth it.”

“We have kids that say
that they’ve thought of that
accident when they’ve made
certain decisions,” Herring
said. ““You’re not always sure
how seriously they take it in
the moment, because it’s all
dramatized.”
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THREE RIVERS

Goodspeed Entertainment returns for
Pitch Please Karaoke Ni

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

THREE RIVERS - Last
week, the St. Stanislaus Pol-
ish Club held a “Pitch Please”
Karaoke Night in partnership
with the Domestic Violence
Task Force.

Kathy Goodspeed has
recently returned to the area
to re-open her entertainment
business, Goodspeed Enter-
tainment.

“I haven’t done it in a
while, so I’'m just starting to
get back into it,” Goodspeed
said. “I had moved to New
York for about eight years,
but before that I was booked
steadily about six nights a
week. Sometimes I had three
or four shows a night, so I had
people that worked for me
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Dominique performed several songs for the crowd, ranging from hits by Ariana Grande to the
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soundtrack from Disney’s Mulan.

Photo by Marcelo Gusmao

PALMER

Bid goes out for
Converse Middle School

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - The Town
Council met last Monday to
address some old business,
vote on previous discussions,
and make an appointment to
the Redevelopment Author-
ity, as well as providing an
update to the sale of Con-
verse Middle School.

Old Business

The council voted on
adopting the provisions from
Massachusetts General Law
Chapter 40u. Town Manag-
er Brad Brothers provided a
legal follow-up from a previ-
ous discussion.

“The key driver on this
is that ‘they do not feel like
a separate fee schedule’
means that we can avoid the
ordinance review process,’
Brothers said. “Their recom-
mendation was to leave that

in there as is.”

As for concerns that
the process might need to
be started over with a Pub-
lic Hearing Notice, Broth-
ers said, “they did not feel
like any changes that are put
forth in this were substantive
enough to start the process
over again.”

The last change from the
prior meeting was to remove
a revolving fund. “After dis-
cussion with legal and the
Department of Revenue, it’s
recommended to increase
our revenue projections and
add a budget line into our
expense lines to off-set that,”
Brothers said.

“Rather than create a
special revenue fund that has
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Oliveira secures targeted fair share investments

BOSTON - State Sena-
tor Jake Oliveira (Ludlow-D)
announced today that he has
secured targeted investments
for local schools and infra-
structure across the Hamp-
den, Hampshire, and Worces-
ter District as part of the
Massachusetts Senate’s $1.57
billion Fair Share supplemen-
tal budget.

The legislation com-
bines direct investments in
education and transportation
with policy changes to lower
housing costs, strengthen the
primary care workforce, and
provide relief to cities and
towns facing rising costs.

“Communities across
our district and the Common-
wealth are feeling the pres-
sure every day - school dis-
tricts trying to keep up with

rising special education costs,
families navigating higher
health care expenses, com-
munities managing aging in-
frastructure,” said Senator Ol-
iveira. “This funding is about
responding to those realities
in a targeted, practical way.”

As part of the broader
statewide package, Senator
Oliveira secured funding for
projects identified through di-
rect conversations with local
officials, educators, and com-
munity leaders:

Education Investments

e $125,000 for Pathfind-
er Regional Vocational Tech-
nical High School to pur-
chase EKG machines and
related equipment for Health
Assisting and Medical Assist-
ing programs

e $120,000 for Hamp-

den-Wilbraham

Regional  School
District for dis-
trict-wide ~ com-

puter replacement
and upgrades to
computer graphics
classrooms

*  $110,000
for Longmeadow
Public Schools for
access control sys-
tem replacement,
expanded surveillance, and
instructional technology up-
grades

* $200,000 for Sgt. Rob-
ert R. Litwin School to re-
place the gymnasium floor

e $40,000 for Henry J.
Skala School for playground
improvements

¢ $15,000 for South Had-
ley High School to upgrade

Jake Oliveira

auditorium
board systems

e $7,500 for
Michael Smith
Middle School for
digital communi-
cation screens

e $25,000 for
Ludlow Public
Schools to help
offset rising spe-
cial education
costs

Local Infrastructure

* $100,000 for road im-
provements in Belchertown,
including design work on the
Main Street and North Main

light

Street project
“These are practical in-
vestments; equipment stu-

dents will use, facilities that
need repair, and infrastructure
communities rely on,” Olivei-

ra added. “They’re targeted
because that’s how you make
real impact at the local level.”

The Senate’s supplemen-
tal budget also makes signif-
icant Fair Share investments
across Massachusetts, includ-
ing:
* $618 million for edu-
cation, including increased
special education reimburse-
ments and new investments in
early education, literacy, and
higher education research

* $763 million for trans-
portation, including funding
for municipal road repairs,
regional transit, and MBTA
improvements

¢ $100 million in munic-
ipal relief to help cities and
towns respond to extraordi-
nary winter costs from the
2026 blizzards

The legislation also in-
cludes policy initiatives that
incentivize new housing con-
struction by exempting cer-
tain building materials from
the sales tax, and expand ac-
cess to primary care through
scholarships for UMass Chan
Medical School students who
commit to serving under-
served communities.

These investments are
funded through the voter-ap-
proved Fair Share surtax on
annual incomes over $1 mil-
lion, which continues to gen-
erate revenue for education
and transportation priorities
across the Commonwealth.

The Senate passed the
bill with a 35-4 roll call vote
and sent it to the House of
Representatives for further
review.

Songs & tales of community
coming to Senior Center

BRIMFIELD - Folk-
singer and storyteller Tim
Van Egmond will perform for
a free public concert at the
Brimfield Senior Center on
Friday, May 8 at 10:30 a.m.
This program is supported
by a grant from the Brim-
field Cultural Council, a local
agency which are supported
by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

Entitled “Landscapes of
Hope,” Van Egmond’s pro-
gram will be a collection of
traditional and contemporary
songs as well as tales about
what draws a community to-

gether. Themes will include
a shared sense of belonging
and inspiration drawn from
the land around us, the fabric
of family, friends and neigh-
bors, and the hope everyone
shares for peace and plenty.
Van Egmond’s presentation
will range from the rib-tick-
ling to the spine-tingling to
the heart-warming. He’ll ac-
company himself with gui-
tar, hammered dulcimer, and
mountain dulcimer

A resident of Mon-
tague, MA, Van Egmond
has performed for over 40
years throughout the coun-

try, appearing at hundreds of
schools, libraries, and com-
munity centers, and on tele-
vision and radio. He’s been
chosen for the New England
States Touring Program, and
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council’s STARS Residency
Programs. His dynamic tal-
ent, warmth, and humor cre-
ate a moving and enjoyable
experience for all. Renowned
author and storyteller Jane
Yolen has said, “Tim is a tri-
ple treat. He can sing, he can
play a variety of wonderful
instruments, and he can tell
whopping good tales!”

location in front of Me-
morial Hall on Main St.
in Monson starting at 9
a.m. 4
A wide se- g -
lection of peren-
nials in addition s
to wildflowers,
vegetables, shrubs,
house plants,
bulbs and herbs
will be available.
Prices range from
$3 and up. There

a
S the sale are used

Plant sale to be
held on May 9

MONSON - Monson
Garden Club will hold its
annual plant sale on Sat-
urday, May 9 at a new

will also be an assortment
of special gift planters for
Mother’s Day gifts.
The plants
come from mem-
bers’ gardens,
and members will
be available to an-
swer questions about
the plants they en-
joy.
Proceeds from

for local communi-
ty projects such as the
downtown plantings,
holiday greens, and
scholarships.

IN the classroom

COLLEGE NOTES

Demartino named to Montclair
State University’s Dean’s List

MONTCLAIR, NJ — Sofia Demartino a student at Mont-

Friday, Movie Matinee
12:30 p.m.
with drinks and popcorn

clair State University was recently named to the Fall 2025
Dean’s List.
Demartino is from Holland, Mass and is a Dance major.
Demartino was among more than 7,000 students named to
the Fall 2025 Dean’s List. To qualify, students must earn a GPA
of 3.5 or higher.

April 24: “Forrest
Gump” — Tom Hanks gives
an astonishing performance
as Forrest, an everyman
whose simple innocence

Palmer Senior Center

comes to embody a genera-
tion. Alongside his mamma,
his best friend Bubba, and
his favorite girl Jenny, For-
rest has a ringside seat for
the most memorable events
of the second half of the
20th Century.

Quabbin Series
April 27, May 11, and
May 18

Monday Evening
Programs
4:30 p.m.

Monday, April 27:
“Construction of the Wind-
sor Dam”

Activities

April 29 Fruit and Veg-
gie Stand

Scholarship
deadline
April 28

MONSON - The
Monson Garden Club has
announced that two $500
scholarships are available
to high school seniors who
reside in Monson and plan
to continue school at a 2- or
4-year college to study in
any branch of the life, nat-
ural, or environmental sci-
ences. Applications with
instructions may be ob-
tained through their school
guidance office and are due
by April 28, 2026.

Spring Fest
on May 1

LUDLOW - The Pa-
trons of the Ludlow Cul-
tural Council are hosting
“Spring Fest, A Silent
Auction Fundraiser” on
Friday, May 1 from 6 to 9
p.m. at the Polish Ameri-
can Citizen’s Club on East
Street in Ludlow.

Auction items include
tickets to Tanglewood for
James Taylor, WooSox
VIP ticket package and a
$100 gift card to McCar-
thy’s Pub in Belchertown.

Two Locations:
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Rep. Puppolo pleased to announce
passage of Monson Select Board Bill

MONSON - State Rep-
resentative Angelo J. Pup-
polo Jr. and State Repre-
sentative Brian M. Ashe are
pleased to announce that
the Massachusetts House
of  Representatives  has
passed H.4602 - An Act Rel-
ative to the Monson Select
Board, a local bill that will
enhance governance in the
Town of Monson.

The legislation autho-
rizes the expansion of Mon-
son’s Select Board from
three members to five mem-
bers, allowing for broader
representation and improved

decision-making for the
community. The bill was
filed following approval at
the local level and reflects
the will of Monson residents.

Representative Puppo-
lo and Representative Ashe
were approached to co-file
this bill after receiving local
approval to expand the num-
ber of members on the Mon-
son select board from 3 to 5

“This is an important
step forward for the Town
of Monson,” said Represen-
tative Puppolo. “Expanding
the Select Board will pro-
vide greater representation

and strengthen the town’s
ability to effectively serve its
residents.”

Both  Representatives
Puppolo and Ashe expressed
their satisfaction with the
bill’s progress in the House
and emphasized the collab-
orative effort behind its ad-
vancement.

Having  passed the
House, H.4602 is now ex-
pected to head to the Gover-
nor’s desk to be signed.

For further information,
please contact Representa-
tive Puppolo directly at 413-
596-4333.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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Senator Oliveira applauds
Senate Passage of FARM Bill

BOSTON - State Sena-
tor Jake Oliveira (Ludlow-D)
is applauding the Massachu-
setts Senate’s unanimous pas-
sage of S.3029, An Act foster-
ing agricultural resilience in
Massachusetts, emphasizing
its importance for Western
Massachusetts and the re-
gion’s agricultural economy.

The legislation, com-
monly referred to as the
FARM Bill, passed during
the Senate’s formal session
on Wednesday and makes sig-
nificant investments in local
farms, strengthens food ac-
cess programs, and supports
long-term agricultural sus-
tainability across the Com-
monwealth.

“For Western Massachu-
setts, agriculture is not just an
industry, it is a cornerstone
of our regional economy and
identity,” said Senator OI-

iveira. “This bill recognizes
that reality and makes mean-
ingful investments to ensure
our farms, families, and food
systems can thrive for genera-
tions to come.”

Western Massachusetts
is home to a large share of
the Commonwealth’s farm-
land, including family-owned
farms, dairy operations, and
specialty crop producers.
Senator Oliveira highlighted
that the FARM Bill delivers
targeted support for these op-
erations by:

e Expanding opportu-
nities for agritourism, help-
ing farms diversify revenue
through activities like farm
stands and pick-your-own op-
erations

* Establishing a local op-
tion property tax exemption
for new agricultural build-
ings, reducing costs for farm-

ers looking to grow

e Making permanent the
Food Security Infrastructure
Grant program, which sup-
ports critical investments in
farm and food system infra-
structure

“These provisions help
level the playing field for
farms in Western Massachu-
setts, where operating costs
are high, and margins are of-
ten tight,” Oliveira said. “This
is about keeping farms viable
and ensuring our rural com-
munities remain economical-
ly strong.”

The bill also permanently
codifies key food access pro-
grams, including the Healthy
Incentives Program (HIP) and
Farm to School initiatives,
which connect families and
students with fresh, locally
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Plant, Bake Sale, Cratft,
Tag Sale set for May 16

HARDWICK - The
Tri-Parish Community
Church is pleased to an-
nounce they will be hold-
ing their 20th Annual Plant,
Bake Sale, Craft & Tag Sale
on the Hardwick Common
Saturday and Sunday, May
16 and 17 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. each day. This popu-
lar East Quabbin area event
will feature traditional, fa-
vorite, and connoisseur pe-
rennials, plus selected an-
nuals, heirloom vegetable
plants, and herbs in time for
spring planting! There is a
wonderful variety in plants
offered through several lo-
cal vendors including Still-
man’s Farm and Howe’s
Farm and Garden of New
Braintree, Inishowen Farms
of North Brookfield, and
“home-grown lovelies”
from private gardens. A de-
licious assortment of home-
baked desserts and breads

will also be sold. The event
is held rain or shine. All are

welcome.

The Church is also
seeking vendors for their
annual Tag and Craft sale to
coincide with the Plant and
Bake Sale. Please reserve
your space on the Hardwick
Common early. Spaces will
be offered for $35.00 each.
Applications may be ob-
tained by contacting Mar-
guerite at: mcrevierl.mc@
gmail.com or 413-477-
6942.

Tax bills
due May 1

PALMER - The Palmer
Town Collector would like to
remind all taxpayers of the fol-
lowing:

Fiscal Year 2026 4th quar-
ter real estate and personal
property tax bills are due and
payable by May 1, 2026.

Please call the Collector’s
office at (413) 283-2601 with
any questions pertaining to tax
payments. Office hours: Mon-
day 8:30 am. to 7 p.m., Tues-
day thru Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.; Friday the Town Ad-
ministration Building is closed.

Residents invited to visit new
exhibit by local photographer

BOSTON - State Sena-
tor Jake Oliveira (Ludlow-D)
is inviting residents to visit a
new exhibit now on display
in the Massachusetts State
House Senate Gallery, titled
“Quabbin — Yesterday and
Today,” which highlights the
history, legacy, and natural
beauty of the Quabbin Res-
ervoir region.

“Whether you’re plan-
ning a trip to the State House
during school vacation week
or just looking for a reason
to stop by Beacon Hill, this
exhibit offers a terrific op-
portunity to connect with a
defining piece of Western
Massachusetts history,” said
Senator Jake Oliveira.

The exhibit features
contemporary photography
from Belchertown-based
nature photographer Ed Co-
meau, showcasing the land-
scapes and wildlife that make
the Quabbin one of the most
unique and protected nat-
ural resources in the Com-
monwealth. These images
are paired with historical
photographs from the Digi-
tal Commonwealth Massa-
chusetts State Archives, as
well as rare late-1800s im-
ages from the Friends of the
Quabbin collection, offering
a window into the communi-
ties that once thrived in the
Swift River Valley before
the reservoir was created.
This exhibit was made possi-
ble through a grant from the
Mass Cultural Council to the
Friends of the Quabbin.

For many in the region,
the story of the Quabbin is
both deeply personal and

first gardening workshop of
the year, “Hands on with Sum-
mer Annual Flowers,” will
be held on Friday, May 1 at 7
p-m. at the Grange Hall at 297
Belchertown Road in Ware.

Our presenter will be Ro-
berta McQuaid, author of the
weekly “In the Garden” col-
umn for Turley Publications.
Participants will learn about
easy to grow summer annu-
als and get to try their hand at

Gardening workshop offered May 1

WARE - Ware Grange’s seed starting. Such favorites as

Marigolds, Zinnias, Cosmos
and Bachelor’s Buttons will be
covered.

Visit Ware Grange on
Facebook or at waregrange.org
for more information.

historically significant. The
creation of the reservoir
in the early 20th century
displaced entire towns—
Dana, Enfield, Greenwich,
and Prescott—and forever
changed the landscape of
Central and Western Massa-
chusetts.

“The Quabbin is such
a wonderful place to visit,”
said Comeau. “Along with
its beauty, it is an incredible
engineering feat that brings
millions of gallons of water
from Western Massachusetts
to the metro Boston area. |
greatly appreciate that Sen-
ator Oliveira asked me to
share my photographs in this
exhibit to help tell the story
of the Quabbin, yesterday
and today.”

Today, the Quabbin pro-
vides clean drinking water
to approximately 2.7 million
people across the Common-
wealth and remains one of
the largest unfiltered public
water supplies in the country,
protected through the careful
stewardship of the 12 towns
in the Quabbin Region and
the Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation’s Di-
vision of Water Supply Pro-
tection. That stewardship has

also preserved thousands of
acres of open space that con-
tinue to support recreation,
conservation, and a strong
connection to the outdoors.

If you’re visiting the
State House in the coming
weeks, Senator Oliveira en-
courages you to take a few
moments to stop by the Sen-
ate Gallery and experience
this exhibit. “It’s a powerful
reminder that Massachu-
setts” story extends well be-
yond Boston, and that the
history and contributions of
Western Massachusetts com-
munities continue to shape
the Commonwealth today,”
said Oliveira.

The photographs will
be on exhibit until the end of
May.

About the Artist: Ed
Comeau is a nature photog-
rapher based in Belcher-
town, Massachusetts. He
frequently photographs the
landscapes and wildlife of
the Quabbin Reservoir and
serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Friends of the
Quabbin. His work can be
viewed at www.Comeau-
Photography.com and on
Instagram @edcomeaupho-
tography.

Bargain
Clothing
Sale
April 25

MONSON - Bargain
Clothing Sale takes place
on Saturday, April 25 at
Monson-Glendale Unit-
ed Methodist Church,
162 Main Street, Monson
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Time to find some
clothing for the entire
family. Everyone is wel-
come. Clothing is $1.00
per bag.

Plant sale
May 16

MONSON - The
Down of Earth Gardeners
will hold their 28th An-
nual Plant Sale on Satur-
day, May 16th, 9 a.m. to
noon, rain or shine, next
to the United Methodist
Church located at 162 Main
Street, Monson across from
Dunkin® Donuts. Many
plants for shade or sun plus
a large selection of perenni-
als, ground covers, shrubs,
herbs, vegetables and more.
For more information call
Debi at 267-5207.

Monson nomination papers
available for town election

MONSON - The Mon-
son Town Clerk’s Office an-
nounces that nomination pa-
pers are now available for the
Annual Town Election to be
held on June 9, 2026.

The following slate of
offices are available:
Select Board, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
Town Clerk, 1 Seat,
term 3 years

Board of Assessors, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
School Committee, 2 Seats,
one term 2 years
one term 3 years
Water/Sewer Commission,
1 Seat,

Parks and Recreation
Commission, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
Housing Authority, 1 Seat,
term 5 years

The deadline to obtain
nomination papers is Thurs-

term 3 years
Cemetery Commission,
1 Seat,
term 3 years

day, April 16.

Monson Town Clerk’s office
at 413-267-4115 or email:
townclerk @monson-ma.gov.

For inquiries contact the

Nomination papers available

PALMER - The Town
Clerk of Palmer will have
nomination papers available
the week of March 9.

The available seats on the
June 9, 2026 town election
are as follows:

Councilor at Large

1 seat
3-year term
Councilor at Large
1 seat
1-year term

Shed,, Pool &
Hot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Anthun “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

We are celebrating our

Hours:

HoPE 10 SEE YOU THERE
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The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Tues. T0am - 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. T0am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

L L Jullie==10 It

District Councilor PCT#1
Iseat
3-year term
Planning Board

2 seats

3-year term

School Commiittee

2 seats

3-year term

Last day to obtain Nom-

ination papers is April 16,
2026.
must be filed with the Reg-

Nomination papers

istrar, no later than April 21,
2026. Fifty valid signatures
are required. The fifty signa-
tures must be registered vot-
ers in the Town of Palmer; the
District Councilor Precinct #
1 seat requires fifty signatures
of registered voters from Pre-
cinct #1.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding filing require-
ments on above seats, please
reach out to the Palmer Town
Clerk’s office.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

IKEEP YOUR

- BASEMENT DRY! =G
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor )

Dear Rusty:

I turn 65 this Novem-
ber 2026. Someone told me
I need to set up a Social
Security account at least
three months ahead of time
before applying for Medi-
care for the first time. I do
not intend to take any So-
cial Security benefits until,
perhaps, age 67 or later.
Please advise and thank
you.

Signed: Looking Ahead

Dear Looking Ahead:

You don’t technically
need to “set up” an online
SSA account to enroll in
Medicare, but it would be
more efficient to do so.
We always recommend
creating your online “my
Social Security” account
at WWW.ssa.gov/myac-
count well before you are
ready to claim your Social
Security benefits. That’s
because you can monitor
your projected Social Se-
curity benefits to help you
decide when to claim, but it
also facilitates other things
you might need to do at the
Social Security Adminis-
tration such as claiming
your SS retirement bene-
fits online and enrolling in
Medicare online.

As for Medicare, you
can enroll in Medicare up
to three months before the
month you turn 65, and
you can contact the Social
Security Administration by
phone up to three months
prior in order to schedule
an appointment to enroll
over the phone (call 1-800-
772-1213 to make the ap-
pointment). You can enroll
via telephone, even if you
don’t have your “my Social
Security” online account
set up.

However, an advan-
tage to creating your per-
sonal online Social Securi-
ty account Is that you could
then enroll in Medicare
online as described at this
link:  www.ssa.gov/medi-
care/sign-up. And you can,
as you wish to do, enroll
only in Medicare without
also taking your Social Se-
curity benefits at this time.

Must I set up a Social
Security account to
enroll in Medicare?

I want to also make
you aware that if you are
still working and have
“creditable” healthcare
coverage from your em-
ployer (“creditable” is an
employer group plan with
at least 20 participants),
then you can delay en-
rolling in Medicare until
your employer coverage
ends (thus saving the usual
Medicare Part B monthly
premium). When your em-
ployer’s healthcare cover-
age ends, you will enter a
Special Enrollment Period
during which you can en-
roll in Medicare without
incurring a Late Enroll-
ment Penalty.

Finally, please be
aware that whenever you
claim your Social Security
benefits, you will be auto-
matically enrolled in Medi-
care Part A (inpatient hos-
pitalization coverage) and
Part B (coverage for out-
patient medical services).
Since there is a monthly
premium associated with
Medicare Part B (but not
with Part A), you can
choose to decline Part B if
you are still working and
covered by your employ-
er’s creditable healthcare
plan, until your employer’s
healthcare coverage ends.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

l ast Wednesday, April
8 while waiting at the
bus stop for my grand-

son, I saw two red-breasted

nuthatches in a small grove
of pine trees near the road.

They were going up and
down several pine trees most
likely in search of insects.
The red-breasted nuthatch
is about 4.3 to 4.7 inches
long and exhibits the typi-
cal head-down nuthatch be-
havior of its larger cousin,
the white-breasted nuthatch.
Male and females are similar
with a black eye stripe, white
eyebrow and buff orange un-
derparts. It has a blue-gray
back.

They inhabit conifer
forests and in winter may be
found in other trees. They
nest mostly in conifers such
as spruce, fir, hemlock.

Both sexes excavate a
nest cavity in a rotten stub
or snag, usually five to 40

feet about the ground. Sticky
pitch is smeared around the

CKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

¢

Red-breasted
nuthatch

entrance of the nest hole pos-
sibly to prevent other crea-
tures from entering. Adults
avoid getting stuck in the
pitch by flying straight into
the hole. Sometimes they are
seen with pitch on their feath-
ers.

The female lays five to
six white, spotted eggs. The
female incubates the eggs
and the male brings food to
her. Both parents feed the
nestlings. Young nuthatches
leave the nest about two to
three weeks after hatching.

They have a soft, musi-
cal song used especially in

O©TAVEERANLUND.COM

In honor of Mother Earth

his week, we
I celebrate

Earth
Day. Lots of
towns  host
bulk  waste
days or a
town-wide
clean up as
ways to note
the day.

While most

of us garden with

great intentions such as beau-
tifying our yards or produc-
ing home grown vegetables,
it is important to note that the
gardening/greenhouse indus-
try hasn’t always been what
you'd call “earth-friendly.”
From mountains of plastic
pots not rotting away in our
landfills to story after story of
chemical misuse, we inadver-
tently hurt the very source of
our pleasure.

So, in honor of Earth
Day, read from the archives
eight easy things we can do as
gardeners to tread a bit more
lightly on ‘ole Mother.

Feed the soil, not the
plant. Have your soil test-
ed and ask for organic rec-
ommendations to correct
nutrient  deficiencies. Re-
plenishing your garden with
amendments like rock phos-
phate and greensand will help
to create long-lasting nutrient
storehouses.

Healthy soil will produce
plants that are less prone to
insect and disease problems.

Start a compost pile.
Layer your vegetable and
yard waste, keep it moist and
give it a turn. After a short
time it will decompose, leav-
ing behind a great source of
organic matter.

No matter how you gar-
den, be it vegetables, flowers,
herbs, fruits or even shrubs,
each benefit from a yearly top
dressing of “black gold.”

Make compost tea.Are
your transplants looking a
little pale? Rather than sprin-
kling them with “blue water,”
perk them up with home-

*
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TRoberta MicQuaid

brewed compost tea.

Mix one part well-rotted
compost or manure to five
parts water and allow it to sit
for a week or more. Strain
before foliar feeding your
plants.

Shop Mom and Pop.
Buying local, directly from
the grower usually means a
knowledgeable sales team!
Form relationships and learn
from their expertise.

Ask them to carry organ-
ic seeds, potting soils and pest
control options.

Reduce, reuse, recy-
cle! I first became familiar
with this catch phrase back
in 1990, when Earth Day cel-
ebrations went global. In the
context of plastic pots and
other containers used to grow
or move plants, I'd like to
think that the local Mom and
Pop shop would take back the
pots you bought their plants
in and use them to grow next
years crop.

If not, maybe you could
reuse them to start some
homegrown seedlings and re-
cycle the rest. An even better
solution for earth conscious
growers would be to replace
plastic with fiber (stronger
than peat and made from re-
cycled materials to boot).

Use least toxic mea-
sures to control bugs and
other garden thugs. Beer to
trap slugs, and baking soda for
black spot — the list of reme-
dies to fight garden maladies
is numerous and not always
a stretch of the imagination.
If you must choose a chemi-
cal option follow the manu-

facturer’s recommendations.
Assuming that more
is better is outdated
and dangerous
thinking!
Conserve
water. We
all  know
that water-
ing during the
heat of the day re-
sults in lots of mois-
ture lost to evapora-
tion while watering in
the evening can make plants
more prone to disease. What
to do?

For happy, hydrated
plants water in the early
morning hours instead. Hand
watering at the base of each
plant or using soaker hoses
or drip irrigation is far bet-
ter than overhead sprinklers
when it comes to conserva-
tion and disease prevention.

Extend the harvest.Do
you know how far most fruits
and vegetables have to travel
to reach the local supermar-
ket? Probably far more than
the average American travels
in a year’s time. Frustrat-
ed? Then read up on various
methods of extending the use
of your own garden bounty
past the growing season.

This could mean grow-
ing a few veggies like winter
squash, onions or garlic — all
of which store well. It could
also mean trying your hand
at freezing or drying some of
your produce for use in the
offseason.

Few of us can feed our-
selves entirely, but whatever
we can grow offsets the rest.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email it
to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

)

courtship by the male. These
nuthatches eat insects, spi-
ders and seeds in summer. In
winter they eat many seeds
especially those of conifers.

Nesting bluebirds

On Saturday, April 11
I received an email from a
Hampden resident. She said,
“Our bluebirds are back and
have completed their nest.
We are awaiting the first egg.
I’'m surprised they use mostly
pine needles constructing the
nest.

Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident said

he saw a female brown-head-

ed cowbird in his yard. He
said it was unusual as he usu-
ally sees the male before the
female.

He said, “On Sunday
I did a tour of local ponds.
There was a pair of ring-
necked ducks on Sherman
Pond in Brimfield and sever-
al on a pond in Warren. Also
in Warren I saw an osprey
at the pond where they have
nested for several years. I've
been checking the pond since
early March and this is the
first sighing of an osprey this
year. | hope its partner shows
up soon.”

He also said, in Warren,
there was a bald eagle at a
pond on New Reed Street.
There has been one or two
there  frequently  during
March. A pair of eastern
bluebirds was seen perched
on two different trees with
holes possibly suitable for
a nest. I often see bluebirds
using nesting boxes, but have
never seen them using a nat-
ural cavity. I’ll keep checking
to see it they nest in either
tree.”

Non-bird sighting

The Brimfield resident

reported a non-bird sighting.
He said “while driving out
of the driveway yesterday I
saw a small frog hopping off
of the driveway. Probably a
spring peeper. I'll have to
check a nearby small pond
in the woods nearby to see if
there are peepers there. The
frog could have been a pick-
erel frog, we see those every
year in the yard. They come
in three sizes; small, medium
and large. I try to be careful
when I mow or weed whack
to avoid them.”
Raven

My granddaughter while
walking her dogs on Sat-
urday, April 11 heard the
crooking sound of a raven.
It startled both the dogs and
her.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005. The Palm-
er office has a new phone
system and I will be getting
an extension where messages
may be left. I will publish the
number as soon as it is set up.
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Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL
GIFT SHOPPE

April Vendors
April 30 - Jewelry for Diane

May Vendors
May 5 - Crystal Clear Emotions
May 6 - How Charming
May 13 - Generations of Cookies
May 19 - Wicked Good Treats
May 27 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
April 30 - Jewelry for Diane

May 9
Brimfield Farmers Market save these dates: May 9 is the
annual Hitchcock Plant Sale, and this year’s Town-Wide Tag
Sale will take place on May 30.

ONGOING

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in
the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner
of Route 19 and Monson Road. We will be open every Satur-
day morning from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. beginning on Memorial
Day weekend and running throughout the summer until Labor

Day weekend. We offer homemade baked goods, local honey,
crafts, flea market items, antiques, and fruits and vegetables
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge
to set up a table.

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000 @ gmail.com for more
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd.,
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking,
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own.
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park.
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

Nurse warns COVID isn't done with us yet

"N

-
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

ere we go again! A
new, “highly mutat-
ed” COVID  strain

is quickly gaining ground
around the country, according
to new data. This time, unlike
in 2020, it’s barely causing a
ripple in the headlines - and
that’s a good thing.

Still, it pays to be aware
of itif you’re in one of the vul-
nerable populations - over 65,

Vour
health

immunocompromised, under-
lying health conditions such
as diabetes or heart disease. If
it’s been six months or more
since your last immunization,
roll up your sleeve again for
your 412th COVID shot. (An
exaggeration, but isn’t that
what it feels like?)

This variant, BA.3.2, is
nicknamed “Cicada” because,
like the rarely emerging in-

sect, it has largely remained
undetected or “underground”
since its discovery, Dr. Robert
H. Hopkins Jr., medical direc-
tor of the National Foundation
for Infectious Diseases, told
USA Today.

It’s considered highly
mutated because its 70 or so
mutations distinguish it from
the JN.1 strain, which has pre-
dominated over the last two
years.

Most people are ei-
ther vaccinated or have had
COVID, so there’s a fair
amount of immunity out there.
Cicada may be able to evade
current immunity; however,
public health officials say that
the vaccine in current use,
which was based on JN.1, will
very likely keep you out of the
hospital with a serious illness
even if you do get COVID.

Other people who should
consider a vaccine, according
to public health experts, are
health-care workers, caregiv-
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ers, those in high-contact en-
vironments (teachers, college
students) and pregnant wom-
en. Of course, you should go
with your doctor’s recommen-
dations.

The symptoms are what
we’ve come to expect:

* Joint and muscle aches

* Fever

* Coughing

* Sore throat

COVID tests on the mar-
ket are considered highly ef-
fective at detecting the virus,
even Cicada, especially if you
take it within 24 to 48 hours
of noticing symptoms. If you
do have COVID, you’ll want
to steer clear of those who are
unvaccinated or who have un-
derlying medical conditions.

While COVID is no

longer as serious as it was
during the pandemic’s hey-
day, it nonetheless caused an
estimated 390,000 to 550,000
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POETRY CORNER

Concord:
A Springtime Adress

Concord River in the rising Spring, —
Knee deep in the song of the flood;
History has been carried through these fields,
And the Mothers blood the drum beat moved

Onward, long ago under the bridge to the sea,
When Patriot muskets supported freedoms cause:
To keep the Earth was the destiny,

In response to ancient laws.

Dear river, the past comes back again,
Each year as it has before;
Those that assemble upon the green banks,
Come in remembrance of what others bore.

And here to speak the April hope —
To live ever — and its life to bring:
Harmony around the land for as long
As Concord flows and rushing voices sing.

— Charles Barnes

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at
journalregister.turley.com

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

PALMER

PUBLIC AUCTION

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 at 11:00 AM

THREE FAMILY HOME
4112 - 4116 HIGH STREET

This three family investment property
sits on *.11 acres in an established
neighborhood. The dwelling has *

2,868 sq. ft. of living area and features

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, vinyl siding,

porch and replacement windows.

r—
A

zekosgroup.com

VISIT WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

ZEKQOS GROUP AUCTIONEERS
508-842-9000
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grown food.

The legislation also en-
hances data tracking across
food assistance programs,
helping the state better under-
stand and respond to food in-
security, particularly in light

of federal cuts to nutrition
and local food purchasing
programs.

Recognizing the long-
term challenges facing ag-
riculture, the FARM Bill
includes forward-looking
measures to protect farmland
and improve planning, such
as creating a statewide agri-

cultural land database and up-
dating the Agricultural Pres-
ervation Restriction (APR)
program.

Senator Oliveira empha-
sized that these provisions are
critical for Western Massa-
chusetts, where development
pressures and land costs can
threaten the future of farming.

“When we talk about re-
gional equity, we are talking
about making sure Western
Massachusetts has the tools
and resources to preserve its
agricultural land and support
the next generation of farm-
ers,” Oliveira said. “This bill
takes an important step in that
direction.”

Senator Oliveira empha-
sized that the FARM Bill re-
flects a broader commitment
to ensuring that state policy
recognizes the unique needs
of regions outside Greater
Boston.

“Massachusetts goes past
Worcester, and this legislation
reflects that,” Oliveira said.

“By investing in agriculture,
food access, and rural in-
frastructure, we are making
sure Western Massachusetts
receives its fair share and re-
mains a vital part of the Com-
monwealth’s future.”

The bill now moves to
the House of Representatives
for further consideration.

NOTES 1 from page 1

in town, but the kids at the
high school,” Pasco said. “I
feel bad for the kids in town,
mostly, but I can’t help but
make this personal.”

Pasco said that in addi-
tion to dedicating his whole
life to the Parks and Recre-
ation department, he was
four years away from retire-
ment.

“We’ve always made
it work, we’ve been cut be-
fore, and we just try to get
through,” Pasco said. “To
hear that you were going to
cut, completely, Parks and
Rec and Cemetery, breaks
my heart.”

Carolyn Whitmore read
a letter from the Monson
Democratic Town Commit-
tee, thanking Senator Ed
Markey for his “instrumen-
tal” work in securing a $1
million grant for the town
for the repairs and expan-
sion of the fire department.

“Your participation on
March 6 confirms an ongo-
ing commitment to support-
ing rural communities like
ours, with a relatively small
population, limited resourc-
es, and voice,” Whitmore
read. “Grants such as these

are fundamental to main-

taining the infrastructure
necessary to sustain a com-
munity.

“What struck us the
most about the visit was
how comprehensively (Mar-
key) addressed the broader
issues affecting small towns
beyond this transaction,”
Whitmore continued, prais-
ing Markey’s articulation of
the roles and responsibilities
of the principles, as well as
situational awareness of cur-
rent policies and the need
for forward-looking per-
spective.

“The non-partisan ex-
pression of appreciation
for those directly involved
in this collaborative effort
encourages the cooperative
spirit so necessary in cop-
ing with the financial issues
faced by our rural communi-
ties,” Whitmore said. “The
tenor and tone were partic-
ularly poignant, given that
this is an election year.”

Bob Lamb then fol-
lowed up by announcing
that the Monson Republican
Town Committee will host
its Candidates’ Night on
Saturday, May 9, at 5 p.m.
at the Polish American Citi-
zens Club at 7 Bliss St, and
will host the M-Pact candi-

dates forum this year.

Road and Highway
Surveyor Ben Murphy an-
nounced that the state will
continue paving on Route
32, starting on April 20,
from King Avenue to the
bridge at Green Street.

“Expect delays from
April 20,” Murphy warned.
“It’s going to be a two-week
period. The milling goes
down first, and then it’s go-
ing to be the paving.”

Murphy also warned
that during the milling and
paving of the Wales Road
intersection, traffic will have
to be shut down.

“They cannot have traf-
fic coming through it, it will
probably be a two- to three-
hour period,” Murphy said.
“They’re going to be de-
toured from Munn Road and
around East Hill.”

Murphy finished by
announcing that the bridge
on Old Wales Road that has
been getting work done over
the last two years, had been
recently paved, and the rest
of the road would be paved
over the course of the week.

“Next week, if anyone’s
ever been up there,” Murphy
said, “check it out after-
wards, it’s going to be pretty
nice.”

JOURNEY 1 from page 1

left and our Assistant Princi-
pal moved over to that role, so
I took her role as an interim
basis and was eventually hired
permanently in the role.”

Sanchez was born in
Puerto Rico and moved to the
United States when he was
five years old. After attending
Worcester Public Schools, he
graduated from the College of
the Holy Cross with a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Spanish and
Latin American Studies, and
attained Master’s Degrees
from Worcester State Univer-
sity and Merrimack College.

“I did not initially plan
to become a teacher,” San-
chez said. “I began my ca-
reer as a substitute in Web-
ster Public Schools, where 1
accepted a long-term Spanish
teaching position for grades
7-12. During my time there,
I discovered my passion for
education and for helping stu-
dents develop a love of learn-
ing.”

Herring was a teacher
for 28 years, and taught in
all three school buildings in
the district; Old Mill Pond,
Converse Middle School un-
til it closed, and then the high
school, before becoming an

assistant principal. She credit-
ed Principal North as pushing
her to take leadership roles,
working as Department Head
for Math, then as Team Lead-
er, and President of the Par-
ent/Teacher Alliance.

Herring said that a unique
part of being in the district is
watching whole generations
of families grow up in the sys-
tem. She and her husband live
in town, and have two daugh-
ters of her own who teach in
town; Beky O’Brien, who
teaches fifth grade, and Sa-
mantha Herring, who is a pre-
school teacher, both at OMP.

Sanchez took on leader-
ship roles as a lead mentor and
lead teacher, before eventual-
ly becoming an assistant prin-
cipal in the Worcester Public
Schools. He then transitioned
to Palmer Public Schools,
where he has been for the past
two years, saying he has “tru-
ly love(s) being part of this
community.”

“My journey into educa-
tion has been driven by two
core motivations,” Sanchez
said, “my love for working
with young people, and my
deep belief in the power of
education.

“My parents were unable
to complete middle school
due to economic hardships in

Puerto Rico, not by choice but
by circumstance,” Sanchez
said. “Their experiences have
profoundly shaped my com-
mitment to ensuring that all
students have access to oppor-
tunities and support.”

Herring described her
passion for education and
finding new and innovative
teaching strategies. “What I
love about my job is working
with our amazing kids every
day,” Herring said. “I feel tru-
ly lucky and blessed to have
worked with the incredible
students and staff of Palmer
over these years. I am dedi-
cated to this community and
am a resident as well.”

As an assistant princi-
pal, Sanchez said he values
the opportunity to collaborate
with students, families, edu-
cators, and the community. “I
am passionate about helping
create a school environment
where students feel support-
ed, inspired, and empowered
to become future leaders.”

“Each day, I leave work
knowing that I am contribut-
ing to something meaningful,
not only within Palmer, but in
shaping the future through our
students,” Sanchez said. “That
sense of purpose continues to
drive my passion and commit-
ment to this work.”

CONVERSE 1 from page 1

to then be re-appropriated by
council, this would be ap-
proved during the budget pro-
cess for a certain limit, and if
we need more funds for what-
ever reason — let’s say the ac-
count ran short — we would
go request a transfer from the
council,” Brothers said.

The council voted unan-
imously in favor of adopting
the provisions. Brothers then
updated the town on the Re-
quest for Proposal regarding
Converse Middle School.

“The RFP is available,”
Brothers announced. “There’s
a minimum bid price of $1.5
million. It will have the 55-
plus restriction the council
voted on, and bids are due
May 15 at noon, and I'll be
opening the bids right after,
and the sole criteria on the bid
proposal was the price point.”

New Business

The town appointed Paul
Hennick to the Redevelop-
ment Authority, to a term end-
ing on June 30, of 2028.

“I moved here about a
year ago with my fiancee,
closer to a year-and-a-half
now,” Hennick said. “I love
this town, I think it’s beauti-
ful.”

Hennick said that he
grew up in a small town be-
fore moving to the city for
much of his life, but that the
town reminds him of where
he grew up.

“My fiancee’s part of the
PRA, and she’s had a great
experience with it,” Hennick
said. “I just think I'd really
like to give back to the com-
munity and put my best foot
forward and see how I can
help everyone. I think I can
bring a fresh set of eyes, and
am very open to helping out

in the community.”
Public Comments

A member of the public
approached the council to ask

about $5 million reported by
the DOR as being “given to
the town in the form of Avail-
able Funds, or Free Cash.”

“Through the budget
process, we outline projected
revenues and projected ex-
penses,” Brothers explained.
“When we close out the books
for the fiscal year, usually — in
Palmer’s case, I think, always
— we’ve never had a shortage
of revenues. There’s always a
surplus.”

Brothers explained that if
the town projected an amount
of revenue and the town took
in that amount with a surplus,
that surplus would flow into
the Free Cash fund. He said
that just from turnbacks, the
town made approximately $2
million.

‘‘‘‘‘‘
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“One of the key ones
was the police department,”
Brothers said. “We had a
turnback of, I think, about
$150,000 from that depart-
ment solely, because we
didn’t fill all of the vacant of-
ficers’ positions.”

Brothers cited vacancies
in other departments as oth-
er sources of turnback fund-
age. “When you combined
all of those, they were in the
$2 million range,” Brothers
said, and explained that when
combined with the school de-
partment, “when you look at
those, that’s what gives you
the $5 million total.”

Brothers added that the
town has a financial policy
is to automatically roll over
$500,000 in Free Cash. “That
way, it gives us a little bit of
blanket if we have a down
year,” Brothers said.

The resident asked if the

0

@ theroadhousecafe

theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

money would be used to fund
any particular project, or if it
would be held onto it in an-
ticipation of upcoming costs.

“DLS recommends that
the town maintain 5-7% over-
all of Free Cash in our re-
serves — basically, a rainy day
fund,” said Council President
Barbara Barry.

Barry explained that Free
Cash would be used to fund
the capital budget, and that the
council served a similar role
in the yearly budget process
to Annual Town Meetings in
many neighboring towns.

“To maintain 5-7%,”
Barry explained, “you have
to generate more than 5-7%,
or you have nothing to spend.
We have historically used
Free Cash to fund our Capi-
tal Improvement Projects, our
Capital Improvement Budget.
We also use Free Cash to fund
the Snow and Ice Deficit ev-
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ery year.”

Barry said that over the
course of the year, the coun-
cil might vote to use the funds
to purchase vehicles or cover
shortfalls in operating bud-
gets.

“We have been very
aware, as a Town Council, that
we have a lot of capital needs
in this community, so we are
being very conservative with
what we spend.” Barry said.
“We’re putting money aside,
because we know that there
are a lot of big-ticket items
coming up, and we, including
our Town Manager, would
rather use those funds than
to have to borrow and incur
additional interest on loans,
which then takes away from
operations.”

The community member
thanked the Town Manager
and council for the explana-
tion on behalf of the town.
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Obituaries

1952-2026

MONSON - Paul E. Sulli-
van, 73, passed away peaceful-
ly on Saturday, April 18, 2026,
after an eight-year battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.

Paul was born in Palmer,
Massachusetts, to the late Fred-
erick and Marjorie (Dearden)
Sullivan, and spent most of his
life in Monson, a community he
loved and remained deeply con-
nected to throughout his life.
A proud graduate of Monson
High School, Class of 1970,
Paul was among the last young
men drafted during the Vietnam
War era. He served honorably
in the United States Army for
two years.

After his service, Paul
worked for several years at the
Monson Developmental Center
before continuing his educa-
tion. Through determination
and hard work, he graduated
with honors from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Ambherst
in 1983 with a degree in Engi-
neering.

Paul began his profession-
al career at Sikorsky Aircraft
in southern Connecticut before
returning home to Massachu-
setts, where he joined Massa-
chusetts Mutual Life Insurance
Company in Springfield. Over a
24-year career, he rose through
the ranks, working in both sys-
tems and management within
Retirement Services. He retired
in 2012, leaving behind many

Paul E. Sullzvan e

valued friendships
and professional ac-
complishments.

Paul had a life-
long passion for
sports and the out-
doors. Whether golf-
ing, running, skiing,
hiking, or cycling, he
found joy in staying
active. In his twen-
ties, Paul earned a
brown belt in karate.
He was especially proud of his
years coaching children’s bas-
ketball and baseball in Monson,
sharing not only skills but en-
couragement and enthusiasm.
A devoted UMass basketball
fan, Paul cherished his years
as a season ticket holder, often
sharing the experience with
close friends-especially his
longtime friend, Rich Defoe.

In later years, cycling be-
came Paul’s greatest passion.
Inspired by personal loss-his
brother’s passing and his step-
son’s childhood cancer-he par-
ticipated in the Pan-Mass Chal-
lenge for several years, raising
money for the Jimmy Fund.
This effort reflected Paul’s qui-
et strength, compassion, and
desire to give back.

Paul was also an active
member of the Monson Rotary
Club, where he served for many
years, including four years as
president. He especially loved
the community events, with a
particular fondness for the an-
nual Lucky Duck Race. Many

\\\\

will remember him
proudly driving his
truck-decorated
with bright yellow
ducks-in the Monson
Fourth of July parade
to promote the event.
Above all, Paul
was a devoted family
man and loyal friend.
He is survived
by his beloved wife
of 29 years, Dawn
(Russell) Sullivan; his step-
daughter, Rebecca Fetty and
her husband Matthew, and
granddaughter Clara of Fort
Worth, Texas; his stepdaughter,
Katharine Blais, and grand-
daughter Abigail Churma of
Ledyard, Connecticut; and his
stepson, Stephen Blais and his
wife Dyan, along with grand-
children Quinn and Bryson of
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Paul also leaves his sis-
ter, Jane (Sullivan) Arthur and
her husband Damien of Mon-
son, whose unwavering care
and support meant so much to
him throughout his illness. He
is fondly remembered by his
niece and nephew, Johanna
(Arthur) Alvarado and Jesse
Arthur along with their fami-
lies, who were very special to
him. He also leaves his extend-
ed Colorado family, including
his brother-in-law Mark Galla-
gher, nephew Nate Cowing, and
niece Emily Roussel and their
families.
Paul is survived as well by

Michael J. Wojnilowicz

1937-2026

Michael J. Wojnilowicz,
89, passed away April 18,
2026, at Baystate Medical
Center in Springfield, sur-
rounded by his loving fami-
ly. Born in Three Rivers, MA
February 4, 1937. He was the
son of the late Michael H. and
Mary (Cichon) Wojnilowicz.
He was employed at Wm. E.
Wright Co. in West Warren,
MA, and retired after many
years as a Distribution Manag-
er. He was a communicant of
Divine Mercy Parish in Three

The Journal Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Rivers, MA. Michael loved his
Polka dancing for many years
and enjoyed his Polka trips to
the Catskills on weekends, and
also to Ocean City, Maryland.
He enjoyed many trips to the
casino with his friends. Mi-
chael was predeceased by his 4
brothers, John, Stanley, Walter,
and Chester Wojnilowicz; and
his 4 sisters, Emily Palmero,
‘Wanda Kwasnik, Veronica Wo-
jnilowicz, and Mary Conant.
He is survived by his sister
Stephanie Jensen of North
Carolina; his godchild, Debo-
rah O’Connor of Belchertown,
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MA, many nieces and neph-
ews, and many loving friends.
Services will be Monday, April
27, 2026, beginning from the
Motyka Funeral Home, 2186
Main St., Three Rivers, MA
at 9:15 am., followed by a
Liturgy of Christian Burial
in Divine Mercy Parish, 2267
Main St., Three Rivers, MA at
10 a.m. Calling hours will be
Sunday, April 26, 2026, from 4
p-m. to 6 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Divine
Mercy Parish, 2267 Main St.,
Three Rivers, MA 01080.

DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!

SALE!

his oldest and dearest friend of
69 years, Jack Talmadge and
his wife Kim of Lehigh Acres,
Florida, along with many cous-
ins and close friends whose
lives he touched.

He was predeceased by his
brother, Frederick (Ricky) Sul-
livan in 1964, and his sister-in-
law, Lissa (Russell) Gallagher
earlier this year.

Visitation will be held
on Monday, April 27 from 4
to 6 p.m. at Lombard Funer-
al Home, located at 3 Bridge
Street, Monson, MA 01057.
The funeral service will take
place at the funeral home on
Tuesday, April 28 at 10 a.m.
Burial will follow at Bethany
Cemetery in Monson.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made in
Paul’s memory to the Alzhei-
mer’s Foundation of America,
PO Box 96011, Washington,
DC 20090-6011; the Veterans
Home in Holyoke, 110 Cherry
Street, Holyoke, MA 01040; or
the Dana-Farber Cancer Insti-
tute and Jimmy Fund, PO Box
849168, Boston, MA 02284.

The family would like
to express their heartfelt grat-
itude to the nurses and staff
of 1 North and 2 North at the
Veterans Home in Holyoke for
the exceptional loving care,
kindness, and compassion they
provided to Paul.

For online condolences
please visit www.lombardfu-
neralhome.com

Visit us at

www.

turley

.com

DEATH NOTICES

Paul E. Sullivan

Died April 18, 2026
Services April 28, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home

Michael J. Wojnilowicz
Died April 18, 2026
Services April 27, 2026
Motyka Funeral Home
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that were doing my shows as
well.”

The “long overdue night
out,” as the event was ad-
vertised, was made possible
through collaboration with
the Domestic Violence Task
Force. After the Task Force’s
regular meeting, the members
were encouraged to hang out
and sing karaoke on Good-
speed’s machines.

Crystal Rondeau works
with the Task Force, and said
the group is committed to
helping survivors of domes-
tic violence to relocate to the
area, and to help raise aware-
ness of the issues of domestic
violence.

“I’ve known Kathy per-
sonally for many years,” Ron-
deau said. “She previously let
us know she was setting up
her karaoke business, and the
Task Force wanted to support
by advertising. We have our
quarterly meetings and one
event at St. Stan’s per month,
so we invited the Task Force
to stay.”

Goodspeed said that col-
laborating with groups like
the Polish Club and the Task
Force is usually a matter of
talking to organizers and
seeing if they’re interested in
working together. People like
to hear that she had a strong
following previously, and are
eager to help her build it back
up again.

Rondeau said that Good-
speed is eager for her business
to reach its previous numbers,
and that she hopes to get a
regular crowd coming in.

“Crystal (Rondeau) is
great, she’s very very nice,’
Goodspeed said. “Hopefully
we can get the word out there
a little bit more. We would
love for people to spread the
word and start building up the
crowd again.”

Goodspeed  mentioned
that between the machines

Photos by Marcelo Gusmao
Kathy Goodspeed has returned to the area to re-open her
business, Goodspeed Entertainment.

Watching Ember
pictured) sing, (from
Dominique Libera,

Sharon Fry.

Song” by HARDY.

she regularly uses, she has a
collection of over 100,000

songs.
“I've always had a su-
per large inventory of songs.
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Chad Henry wowed the crowd with his rendition of “Radio

c

ALIVER

I have pretty much any song
that’s out there in karaoke,”
Goodspeed said. “T also have a
really good sound system. I'm
not using just any speakers, I
bring professional equipment.
People like to sound good
when they’re singing.”

If you'd like to book
Goodspeed Entertainment for
use of their high-quality kara-
oke equipment, you can reach
out to Kathy Goodspeed on
Facebook, or call her cell
phone at 413-364-0277.

To get in touch with
the Domestic Violence Task
Force, you can call their num-
ber at 413-324-8585, or send
an email to PalmerDVTF@

/
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Joe Kennedy enjoyed a sandwich (pictured) while listening

to the performers with his wife, Kim.

Kathy got up in front of the crowd and performed from her collection of more than 100,000 songs.

gmail.com.

The St. Stanislaus
Polish Club is located at
2114 Main St. in Three
Rivers, and can be reached
by phone at 413-283-
4596.

1-800-232-6132

PALMER, MA 01069  (413) 544-9022

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

@

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE (413) 283-8393

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
MAY 8, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE:
JUNE 2026

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL
Summer Activities & Vacation Destinations

Distributed in ALL
12 Turley Community
Newspapers!
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hospitalizations and 45,000
to 64,000 deaths during the
2024-2025 respiratory  vi-
rus season, according to data
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. So,
it’s nothing to be trifled with.
Cases are not overwhelm-
ing right now, but they are
surging in parts of the country.
How do officials know this?
Poop. The viruses that
cause COVID and other infec-
tious diseases are shed through
a person’s stool. Public waste-
water treatment facilities ac-
tively monitor wastewater for
signs of not just COVID but
also RSV, flu and measles.
The purpose is to keep health
officials informed of disease
trends; help determine testing
and treatment plans; decide
locations of vaccination clin-
ics or testing locations; and
help hospitals plan for possi-
ble surges in admissions.
CDC’s wastewater mon-
itoring program, also known
as the National Wastewater
Surveillance System (NWSS),
monitors infectious diseases
through wastewater across the
country at more than 1,200
sites. There’s even an on-
line dashboard, WasteWater-
SCAN, which was started by
Stanford University (waste-

waterscan.org).

Through wastewater,
CDC tracked the presence of
Cicada in 25 states, including
Massachusetts.

In Massachusetts, the De-
partment of Public Health col-
lects COVID data from more
than 20 wastewater treatment
plants around the state.

These folks work hard to
help improve the health of our
communities and our fellow
citizens. We can help their
effort by getting a COVID
vaccine if our doctor recom-
mends it and staying alert
to the symptoms to avoid
spreading it.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered nurse
and board-certified patient
advocate, is the founder of
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the au-
thor of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself
& Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Finding
Strength and Understanding
in Health Care,” available at
Amazon.com. Contact her at
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free
phone consultation.
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Tough
start for
Pathfinder
baseball

PALMER - Last Monday
afternoon, Pathfinder baseball
fell to 0-5 on the season with
a 15-1 loss against visiting
St. Mary’s. The Saints scored
10 times in the first inning
to pace win. Pathfinder just
managed two hits, including a
Brody Wetnicka RBI hit. The
Pioneers are now 0-6 on the
season.

Turley photos by
Maddox Baer

Emerson Boronski
catches a pop fly.

Brody Wetnicka winds back for a
pitch.

G @turleysports

RT

[i acehook.com/turleysports

> SUBMISSIONS

Sebastian

Mayberry
delivers a
pitch.

» day afternoon, Palmer High
School baseball did not have
a lot offense, but defense and
pitching led the Panthers to a

BASEBALL

Panthers grab
win over Saints

PALMER - Last Wednes-

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Brendan Hess slings a throw to first.

www.sports.turley.com

4-1 win over St. Mary’s. Sebas-
tian Mayberry went 6 2-3 in-
nings, allowing a run and three
hits while striking out seven and
walking three. The Panthers are
up to 5-2 on the regular season.

Santos
takes a

Josiel Ortiz takes a swing.

BASEBALL

MHS overcomes sluggish start to beat Ludlow

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - Making his
first home start of the 2026
regular season, Ludlow soph-
omore lefthander Ryan Sar-
gent was nearly unhittable
during the first three innings
against the Monson Mus-
tangs.

Sargent struck out eight
of the first 11 batters that he
faced, but the momentum
changed sides in the top of the
fourth inning. The Mustangs
erupted for seven runs during
that frame, which led to a
12-3 victory at the Ludlow
Sports Complex, last Tuesday
afternoon.

“The Ludlow starting
pitcher did a very good job of
keeping us off-balance early
in the game,” said Monson
head coach Curtis Orlik. “Our
bats finally came alive in the
fourth inning, and we didn’t
let up after that.”

Sargent, who finished
his outing with 10 strikeouts,
made several relief appear-
ances for the Lions varsity
team a year ago. He hurled
a one-hit shutout in his first
start of this season which was
an 11-0 win at Mahar Region-
al on April 1. He recorded
nine strikeouts and issued
four walks in the complete
game performance.

“Ryan has the poten-
tial to be a very good pitch-
er,” said Ludlow head coach
Cam Rivest. “He just needs

to continue working on his
craft. I'm looking forward to
watching him develop over
the next couple of years. He
has a very high baseball 1Q.”

It was a homecoming
game for Orlik, who spent a
couple of summers playing
baseball at Whitney Park,
which used to be the home
field of the Lions varsity
baseball team. Two of Orlik’s
baseball coaches were Bob
Bohl and Lou Casagrande,
who attended the Bi-County
North League match-up.

“Those were some of
the best summers of my life,”
recalled Orlik, who graduat-
ed from Tantasqua Regional
High School in Fiskdale. “I
still keep in touch with Bob,
but I haven’t seen Lou since
we played here last year. He’s
one of my all-time favorite
baseball coaches. I'm very
glad that he was able to come
to today’s game.”

A year ago, Orlik guid-
ed the Mustangs to an 11-1
victory over the Lions in the
first ever varsity game played
on the baseball field located
behind Ludlow High School.

Monson (3-2) has now
won the last six meetings
against Ludlow (3-2).

Things didn’t start out
very well for the Mustangs in
their first meeting with the Li-
ons this spring.

Sargent struck out the
first two batters that he faced
before senior Austin Mea-
cham, who was Monson’s

€€ Our bats finally came alive
in the fourth inning,
and we didn’t let up after that. )

Curtis Orlik

Monson High School head coach

starting pitcher, hit a pop-up
that landed in shallow left
field for a single. Senior first
baseman Shane Szado fol-
lowed with a walk. Sargent
quickly ended the threat with
another strikeout. He then
struck out six of the next sev-
en batters.

The Lions took a 1-0
lead against Meacham in the
bottom half of the opening
frame.

Senior second baseman
Mason Morace hit ground rule
double to left field leading off
the inning. Senior centerfield-
er Alex Spurlock (2-for-3)
then smacked the first pitch
that he saw to center field for
a run scoring triple. After the
next batter struck out, junior
third baseman Christian Ko-
chanek drew a walk putting
runners at the corners. Mea-
cham managed to get out of
the jam by recording back-to-
back strikeouts.

“I did get off to a rough
start in today’s game,” said
Meacham, who recorded
eight strikeouts. “I threw two
fastballs over the plate in the

first inning, and their first two
hitters hit it hard. I pitched
well after the second inning.
This is a big comeback win
for us and we’re looking to
keep it going now.”

With two outs in the fol-
lowing inning, an infield hit
by junior first baseman Nick
Dion(2-for-3) scored junior
right fielder Connor Castro
(walk) which gave the home
team a 2-0 advantage.

Meacham, who was also
the winning pitcher in last
year’s game played at the
Ludlow Sports Complex,
settled down after that. The
righthander, who gave up two
runs on four hits in the first
two innings, only allowed one
run on just two base hits be-
fore trading places with soph-
omore third baseman Antho-
ny Tulloch with two outs in
the seventh inning.

The only reason why
Orlik was forced to make a
pitching change was because
Meacham had reached the
115 pitch limit.

MHS I page 10

LACROSSE

Warriors get late
surge to beat Orioles

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN -
The non-league girl’s la-
crosse match-up between
the Tantasqua Lady War-
riors and the Belchertown
Lady Orioles was a tightly
contested affair until the
middle of the third quarter.

With the score tied,
7-7, the Lady Warriors out-
scored the Lady Orioles,
8-1, over the final 18 min-
utes of the contest leading
to a 15-8 road victory last
Friday afternoon.

“I thought my team
played very well, especial-
ly during the second half,”
said Tantasqua head coach
Heather Egan. “We lost a
tough game yesterday and it
feels very good to enter the
vacation week with a victo-

Tantasqua (5-4), who
aren’t scheduled to play
any games during the April
vacation week, suffered an
8-3 road loss against North-
bridge High School twenty
four hours earlier.

The Lady Warriors have
now won five of the last six
meetings against Belcher-
town, which includes a 15-7
home win a year ago.

The only time that the
Lady Orioles (5-3), cele-
brated a win in the series

was a 14-9 victory on their
home grass field two years
ago.

“We did win at Chicop-
ee High School (19-9) yes-
terday,” said Belchertown
head coach Jarrod Lem-
ke. “This has always been
a tough match-up game.
They’re just a fundamental-
ly sound team.”

Belchertown, who nev-
er held the lead against Tan-
tasqua, is scheduled to play
two home games this week.

The Lady Warriors,
who play their home match-
es on a turf field, played
their second game on a
grass field this spring. They
posted a 21-9 win at Notre
Dame of Worcester on April
14.

“We’ve practiced on
grass to get ready for our
two grass games,” Egan
said. “It’s a lot slower game
on grass.”

The duo of senior Tess
Alexander and sophomore
Maeve O’Neil combined
to score eight of the Lady
Warriors 15 goals in the
only meeting of the regu-
lar season against the Lady
Orioles.

O’Neil scored five
goals, which tied her career
high. She was also credited
with an assist.

WARRIORS I page 10
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for the win.
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Alete of Uhe Week

Sebastian Mayberry
Palmer High School

Mayberry scored the win for Palmer baseball
over St. Mary’s. He went the first 6 2-3 innings

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

MouLton

Insurance Agency \

HOME - AUTO -

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

BUSINESS - LIFE

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

www.moultoninsurance.com

A
7; Safety Insurance’

AUTO ¢ HOME < BUSINESS

Amia Mcelreavy catches the out at first.

Cici Reed secures the ball.

Pioneers still
searching for first win

PALMER - Last Thurs-
day afternoon, Pathfinder fell
to host Palmer 8-3 at Palmer
High School.

For Pathfinder, Taylor

Thorton and Addison Dok-

-

tor had two hits each. Doktor
drove in two of Pathfinder’s
runs. Hannah Roy, Kylee Lu-
kas and Amhia McFElreavy
had three hits each. Jaclyn
Swiatowski had three RBI.

Jill Holbrook pitched a com-
plete game, allowing three
runs and eight hits, striking
out five. The Pioneers are 0-7
while Palmer improved to 2-5
for the year.

Turley photos by Maddox Baer
Ellisyn Gelinas pulls back for the throw.

Taylor Thornton sets to swing.

Harper Brouillette hits the ball into play.

plate.

Taylor Thornton throws a strike over home

Harper Brouillette throws the ball across the
infield.

WARRIORS 1 from page 9

“I'm playing with a
lot more confidence so far
this season,” said O’Neil,
who’s a second-year varsity
player. “I'm also one of the
leaders on the field.”

O’Neil’s older sister,
Kaydie, is a first year mem-
ber of the Wheaton College
women’s lacrosse team.

Alexander also record-
ed a hat-trick with three
goals and three assists.

“Both of them have
been our leaders offensive-
ly so far this season,” Egan
said. “They always make
good decisions and are al-
ways in the right places on
the field.”

Alexander, who holds
the school record for career
assists, is one of the re-
maining Tantasqua players
who lost to Belchertown in
2024.

“It definitely feels a lot
better than the last time we

played a game on this field,”
said Alexander, who’s plan-
ning to play both soccer
and lacrosse at Framingham
State University. “I really
enjoy assisting a little more
than I do scoring a goal.”

Senior Fiona Knott,
who’s the Lady Warriors
starting goalie, will be play-
ing lacrosse at Bridgewater
State University, which is
Egan’s alma mater.

“We’ll have three play-
ers playing college lacrosse
next year,” Egan said. “It’s
always nice to see your
players go on and play a
sport at the next level.”

Knott made several key
saves, especially during the
opening half, which helped
the Lady Warriors keep the
lead. She gave her thoughts
on following in her coach-
es’ footsteps.

“l decided to go to
Bridgewater because it
was a good fit for me,”
Knott said. “I think it’s

cool that I'll be following
in my coaches’ footsteps.
I’m excited to play college
lacrosse. We were able to
score a bunch of goals in
today’s game, which took a
lot of the pressure off me.”

Freshman Liza Alex-
ander scored two goals and
sophomore Liv Kearns add-
ed another goal during the
final four minutes of the
third period, which helped
the Lady Warriors build an
11-7 lead entering the fi-
nal twelve minutes of the
match.

The trio of junior Bryn
Carey, junior Liana Mec-
Carthy, and senior Abbie
Wotten also chipped in with
goals for the visiting team
from Fiskdale.

The only other senior
listed on the Tantasqua
girl’s lacrosse roster is Ella
Kearns, who’s a starting de-
fender.

Belchertown senior
goalie Emma Almeida, who

didn’t play in the home
game versus Tantasqua, is
planning to play lacrosse at
Elms College.

Freshman Vivienza
Haggerty made her first ca-
reer home start in goal for
the Lady Orioles.

“Vivienza
well in her first home
game,” Lemke said. “Be-
cause Emma is a senior, |
just want Vivienza to get
some experience this year.
They’re probably going to
split playing time.”

Junior Lia Pikul post-
ed a hat-trick for the Lady
Orioles. Her third goal of
the game tied the score for
the final time at 7-7 with
six minutes left in the third
quarter.

Junior’s Lily Tellier
and Aubrey McCain both
scored two goals for the
Lady Orioles.

Junior Maddy Philpott
added a goal and two assists
for the home team.

played
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“I  thought  Austin
pitched outstanding after the
second inning,” Orlik said. “T
can’t say enough good things
about his performance.”

The Mustangs took a
7-2 lead in the fourth inning
when they sent 13 batters to
the plate.

Meacham, Szado, and
senior centerfielder Ben Pig-
none drew walks against Sar-
gent, which loaded the bases
with one out. The Mustangs
got on the scoreboard when
Tulloch hit a bloop single
down the left field line. Ju-
nior second baseman Niko
Matthieu followed by pok-
ing a two-run single into
right field, which gave the
visiting team the lead for the
first time. Senior shortstop
Jake Beaupre (2-for-4) drove
home another run with a line-
drive single to right. The bas-
es were loaded again when
an infield hit by Meacham

(3-for-4) drove in another run
making the score 5-2. Fresh-
man catcher Mason Rollet,
who was hit-by-a-pitch, also
crossed the plate on the play
following a throwing error.
Szado contributed with an
RBI single to left.

At that point, Sargent
was relieved by senior righty
Lucas Quiterio.

With two outs in the
fifth, Beaupre (2-for-4) blast-
ed a run scoring double to
center field before Meacham
knocked home two more
runs with another double, as
the Mustangs reached double
digits (10-2).

Ludlow scored a run in
the bottom of the fifth on an
RBI single by senior catcher
Ethan Steigmeyer.

The Mustangs put two
more runs on the scoreboard
in the sixth following a Mat-
thieu sacrifice fly and an RBI
double down the left field
line by junior right fielder
Ray Sheffer.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

TAG SALE

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE.
MAY 2 AND MAY 3, 9AM-3PM.
63 Charon Terrace, South Hadley.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE****%*x

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

Home Improvement

“Walker
(]

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry
Framing » Drywall =
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY
Spring Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor
carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways. Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

BUY
LOCALLY

Auppoht oun co |

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and

Call us at 413.283.8393

The Town Oakham is seeking
an experienced
LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
to join the Highway department.
Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr
depending on experience.

For a full job description
and job application please visit:
ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department
or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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Village Hills

Circulation:
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
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in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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2026 TOWN OF PALMER formation or wishing to be heard BEING the same premises con-  den County, Massachusetts (the
Commonwealth Of Massachusetts PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  on the application can contact the  veyed to the Mortgagor herein by ~ “Premises”) by purchase, descent
TOWN OF PALMER ZONING Planning Department at 413-283-  deed of Nancy A. Bolduc dated or otherwise
ANNUAL MEETING BOARD OF APPEALS 2605 or appear at the time and  September 26, 2008 and recorded JOSHUA DELAND

THREE RIVERS FIRE DISTRICT
Submitted to the voters of the Three Rivers Fire District
at the Meeting to be held in the Fire Station
on May 5, 2026 at 7:00 P.M.
To the voters of the Three Rivers Fire District of the
Town of Palmer
Your Prudential Committee respectfully submits the following
articles as recommended by the Finance Committee for your
approval of the operations of the Fire District for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026
Chairman Ex Officio

Article 1. To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting.

Article 2. To Submit reports of the Treasurer, Prudential Commit-
tee, Fire Chief Water Superintendent, and any Special Committee’s
and act on same.

Article 3. To see whether the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate such sums of money as may be necessary to pay the salaries of
it’s officers and members of the fire department for the physical year
commencing on July 1, 2026 or take any other action relative thereto.

Article 4. To see whether the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate such sums of money as may be necessary to pay the salaries of
the District for the fiscal year commencing on July 1, 2026 or take any
other action relative thereto.

Article 5. To see whether the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the expenses
of the Fire Department and District for the Fiscal Year commencing on
July 1, 2026 or take any action relative thereto.

Article 6. To see whether the District will vote to authorize the
Water Department to defray it’s expenses, through the use of it’s water
receipts and revenues for the Fiscal Year commencing on July 1, 2026
or take any other action hereto.

Article 7. To see whether the District will vote to transfer any sum
of money from Free Cash to reduce the Fiscal Year 2026 tax levy, or
take any other action relative thereto.

Article 8. To see whether the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate a sum of Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars. ($2,500.00) for
the Reserve Fund, or transfer and sum of money from Free Cash to the
Reserve Fund, or take any other action relative thereto.

Article 9. To see whether the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate a sum of money to purchase new Fire Department equipment,
repair and or replace any parts of the present equipment or take any
other action relative thereto.

Article 10. To see whether the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate such sums of money to be added to the Stabilization Account
for Capital Expenditures in the Fire Department or take any other ac-
tion relative thereto.

The Finance Committee Recommends the sum of Fifty Thousand
Dollars ($50,000.00) be raised and appropriated under this article.

Article 11. To see whether the District will vote to Transfer from
Free Cash the sum of Seventeen Thousand One Hundred and Fourteen
Dollars and Fourteen Cents ($17,114.14) to pay off the balance of the
Station Lighting Upgrades or take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends the sum of Seventeen
Thousand One Hundred and Fourteen Dollars and Fourteen Cents
($17,114.14) be transferred from free cash under this article.

Article 12. To see whether the District will vote to Transfer the
sum of Fourteen Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($14,700.00) from
the Water Meter Bank account to Account # 6370 Meter Replacement

The Finance Committee recommends the sum of Fourteen Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Dollars ($14,700.00) be transferred from the
Water Meter Bank Account to Account # 6370 Meter Replacement
under this article.

Article 13. To see whether the District will vote to transfer from
Water Surplus the Sum of Eighteen Thousand Two Hundred Dollars.
($18,200.00) to perform a Hydraulic Study as required by the DEP or
take any other actions relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends the sum of Eighteen Thou-
sand Two Hundred Dollars ($18,200.00) be transferred from Water
Surplus under this article.

Article 14. To see whether the District will vote to authorize the
Treasurer, with the approval of the Prudential Committee, to borrow
money in anticipation of revenue for the Fiscal Year commencing on
July 1, 2026 in accordance with M.G.L., Chapter 44, Section 4, and to
issue a note or notes as may be given for a period of less than (1) one
year, in accordance with M.G.L., Chapter 44, Section 17, or take any
other action relative thereto.

Article 15. To see whether the District will vote to authorize the
Treasure, with the approval of the Prudential Committee, to borrow
money as permitted by law, to meet any appropriations or expenses
incurred under any articles of the Warrant or take any action relative
thereto.

Article 16. To Choose committees and give them instructions.

With no further business, do I hear a motion to dissolve this war-
rant?

And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting up attested
copies in said District, Fourteen (14) days at least before the holding
of said meeting, and publishing one not less than Seven (7) Days pre-
ceding the date of the meeting in a newspaper published in Palmer.

Hereof fail not, and make due return of this warrant,with your do-
ings thereon, to the Prudential Committee of the District at or before
the holding of said meeting.

Given under this hand and seal April 2026

True Copy Attest by:

Guy Bellefleur, Clerk
Date: April 23, 2026
Prudential Committee
Andrea Sullivan, Chairman
Norman Czech, Vice Chairman

Mark B , Clerk
04/23/2026 ark Bogacz, Cler

Saturday, April 25th
7pm-11pm

Caboodle

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Section 15
M.G.L. the Palmer Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Monday, May 11th,
2026 at 6:45 PM at the Police
Department Meeting Room, 4419
Main Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Fred Ferguson,
is requesting an administrative
appeal from a cease & desist
made by the Building Inspec-
tor dated February 17th, 2026 to
cease operations due to violation
of the special permit SP16-07.
The property is located at 58 West
Ware Road. This parcel is also
known as Assessor’s Map 49, Lot
4; Map 44 Lots 33 & 35

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Adminis-
trative Building from 8:30 AM to
4:30 PM Monday through Thurs-
day.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact the
Planning Department at 413-283-
2605 or appear at the time and
place designated above.

This notice shall also be posted
on the Massachusetts Newspaper
Publishers Association’s (MNPA)
website  (http://masspublicnotic-
€s.01g).

Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals
04/23, 04/30/2026

Palmer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act, MGL c.131 .40,
and the Town of Palmer Wet-
lands Bylaws, the Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing at 6:40 PM, Tuesday,
May 5, 2026 at the Town Ad-
ministration Building, 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider a
Request for Determination of
Applicability for proposed activ-
ities associated with demolition
of an existing mobile home and
construction of a new residence.
Work is proposed to occur within
the 100-foot buffer of vegetated
wetlands. The project address is
253 Ware Street in Palmer (As-
sessors Map 81, Lot 21). The
applicant making the request is
Nelmarie Core.

Any interested person wishing
to be heard on the application
should appear at the time and
place designated.

Donald Blais, Jr., Chair
Palmer Conservation
Commission

04/23/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Sections
6 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday,
May 11th, 2026 at 6:30PM at
the Palmer Police Meeting Room,
4419 Main Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant Max Bock is re-
questing a Finding under §171.83J
of the Palmer Zoning Ordinance
to allow for the construction of
an addition in the front and side
setback. The property is located
at 4037 Hill Street, Palmer. This
parcel is also known as Assessor’s
Map 25, Lot 10-6.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-

place designated above.

This notice shall also be posted
on the Massachusetts Newspaper
Publishers Association’s (MNPA)
website  (http://masspublicnotic-
€s.org).

Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals
04/23, 04/30/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by NAN-
CY A. BOLDUC and PAUL R.
BASTIEN to SOUTHBRIDGE
SAVINGS BANK, dated Sep-
tember 26, 2008 and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds (the “Registry”)
in Book 17493, Page 115 (the
“Mortgage”), of which Mortgage
the undersigned (the “Mortgag-
ee”) is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of the
Mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m.
on Wednesday, May 6, 2026 at
the mortgaged premises locat-
ed on or near 4112-4116 High
Street, Palmer, Massachusetts (the
“Premises”), all and singular the
premises described in the Mort-
gage, to wit:

“Certain real estate situated in
Thorndike (Palmer), Hampden
County, Massachusetts on the
northeasterly side of High Street,
being known and designated as
Parcel B on a plan entitled

‘Plan of Land in Thorndike,
Palmer, Mass Surveyed for
Grayson G. McIntyre, March 4,
1993, Sherman and Woods, Sur-
veyors’ which plan is recorded
in Hampden County Registry of
Deeds Book of Plans 284, Page
50 more particularly bound-
ed and described as follows:

Beginning at an iron pin on the
northeasterly side of said High
Street, 1925 Layout, at the south-
westerly corner of land now or
formerly of Paul A. Regan et ux,;
and running thence

N. 39° 40 W. twenty one and
05/100 (21.05) feet along said
High Street to a highway stone
bound; thence turning and run-
ning

N. 36° 28" W. forty one and
79/100 (41.79) feet along said
High Street to an iron pin at land
formerly of Minnie B. Marcinek,
now or formerly of Grayson G.
Mclntyre; thence turning and run-
ning

N. 54° 11’ E. seventy one and
71/100 (71.71) feet along said last
named land to an iron pin at land
formerly of the Estate of Peter
Drogon, now or formerly of said
Mclntyre; thence turning and run-
ning

S. 31° 29’ E. forty and 75/100
(40.75) feet along said last named
land passing through a drill hole
in a concrete step to a point;
thence turning and running

N. 59° 42” E. eighteen and
83/100 (18.83) feet along last
named land to a point; thence
turning and running

S.24°01” E. twenty and 70/100
(20.70) feet along last named land
to a point at land now or formerly
of said Regan; thence turning and
running

S. 54° 09° W. eighty one and
31/100 (81.31) feet along land of
said Regan to the iron pin at the
point of beginning, containing
4,690 square feet of land, all as
shown on said plan.

Together with easement rights
across Parcel A as shown on said
plan.

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

N
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Uncle
Country -

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491

in Hampden County Registry of
Deeds herewith.”

The description of the Premis-
es contained in the Mortgage shall
control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.

The Premises, together with
all improvements encumbered
by the Mortgage, are to be sold
and conveyed subject to all leas-
es, tenancies, occupancies, mort-
gages, restrictions, covenants,
orders of conditions, easements,
encroachments, outstanding tax
titles, municipal or other public
taxes, assessments or liens, feder-
al and state tax liens, other liens
or claims in the nature of liens and
existing encumbrances recorded
prior to the Mortgage and/or oth-
erwise having priority over the
Mortgage, if there be any.

TERMS OF SALE: A non-re-
fundable deposit of TEN THOU-
SAND ($10,000.00) DOLLARS
is to be paid by certified or bank
cashier’s check by the purchaser
at the time and place of sale, the
balance to be paid by certified or
bank cashier’s check and deed
to be taken by purchaser with-
in thirty (30) days of the sale at
the offices of Seder & Chandler,
LLP, 339 Main Street, Worcester,
Massachusetts, attorneys for the
Mortgagee.

The Mortgagee reserves the
right to postpone the sale to a lat-
er date by public proclamation on
the date and at the time and place
appointed for the sale and to fur-
ther postpone at any adjourned
sale date by public proclamation
on the date and at the time and
place appointed for the adjourned
sale.

In the event of the failure or
inability of the purchaser to per-
form and to purchase the Prem-
ises in accordance herewith, the
Mortgagee reserves the right (but
is not obligated) to accept, subject
to the Memorandum of Sale, the
second highest bid for the Premis-
es, without further advertisement
and without further notice to other
bidders or persons. In the event
that the Mortgagee offers the
Premises to the second highest
bidder and such person declines
either to purchase the Premises
at the second highest bid price or
to sign the Memorandum of Sale,
then the Mortgagee may elect
(but is not obligated) to exercise
the rights of the second highest
bidder under this paragraph and
to purchase the Premises at the
second highest bid price, without
further advertisement and without
further notice to other bidders or
persons.

Other terms to be announced at
the time and place of sale.

CORNERSTONE BANK,
successor by merger to SOUTH-
BRIDGE SAVINGS BANK
Present holder of said Mortgage

Jennifer L. Conrad, Esq.
SEDER & CHANDLER, LLP
339 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 757-7721

Attorneys for the Mortgagee

THE ZEKOS GROUP

P.O. Box 549

Shrewsbury, MA 01545

(508)842-9000

Auctioneer, License No. 104
04/09, 04/16, 04/23/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
HAMPDEN, ss.
SUPERIOR COURT
DEPARTMENT
OF THE TRIAL COURT
CIVIL ACTION NO.
2579CV00352

JOSHUA DELAND
Plaintiff
V.
LAURIE A. GELINAS, MARY
L. PETROLATI, LOUISE R.
MAUTER,
JOHN FRATINI, and the heirs
or legal representatives of
ELIZABETH M. GELINAS,
PHILIP R. GELINAS a/k/a
Phillip R. Gelinas and ANGE-
LO FRATINI, who may claim
an interest in certain land in
Wales, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts by purchase, descent
or otherwise

Defendants
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: the Defendants, the

heirs or legal representatives of
Elizabeth M. Gelinas; the heirs or
legal representatives of Philip R.
Gelinas a/k/a Phillip R. Gelinas;
and the heirs or legal representa-
tives of Angelo Fratini who may
claim an interest in the Premises
at Lot 7R Reed Hill Road, a/k/a
4 Reed Hill Road, Wales, Hamp-

claiming to have an interest
in the Premises by virtue of that
certain Quitclaim Deed made by
Guy C. Lucia, Jr., and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 23456,
page 255 has filed with this Court
a First Amended Complaint to
Quiet Title pursuant to M.G.L. c.
240, 8§86 to 10 and for Adverse
Possession.
If you object to the Plaintiff’s
First Amended Complaint, then
you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and answer
or other responsive pleading with
the Hampden County Superior
Court, 50 State St., P.O. Box
559, Springfield, MA on or be-
fore May 15, 2026 (the “Return
Date”), or you may be forev-
er barred from objecting to the
Plaintiff’s claims.
Witness: Townsend, J.
Attest: Laura S. Gentile,
Clerk, Hampden County
Superior Court

04/16, 04/23, 04/30/2026

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
Emergency Ambulance Service
Towns of Brimfield, Holland
and Wales

The Towns of Brimfield, Hol-
land and Wales, Massachusetts
(the “Towns”) request proposals
from qualified ambulance service
providers to provide emergency
medical services (“EMS”), in-
cluding ambulance transport ser-
vices, to persons in need within
the Towns’ limits and within the
regional mutual aid community.
A contract award is contingent
on the availability of appropriated
funds. Qualified means providers
licensed to provide ambulance
services in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts in accordance
with Massachusetts General Law
Chapter 111C and 150 CMR
170.00.

Proposal documents may be
obtained beginning at 9AM on
Monday, April 27, 2026 on the
Towns’ websites at www.brim-
fieldma.org, www.town.holland.
ma.us or www.townofwales.net.
The request for proposals is is-
sued by the Ambulance Oversight
Committee (“Committee”) on
behalf of the Brimfield and Hol-
land Select Boards and the Wales
Board of Selectmen. Questions
can be sent to Ms. Pamela Leduc,
Wales Executive Secretary at
select@townofwales.net.

The contract will be awarded
upon evaluation of the respons-
es and the due diligence of the
Towns. No provider may with-
draw their proposal for a period
of ninety (90) days after the sub-
mission deadline.

Proposals will be received by
Ms. Pamela Leduc at the Office
of the Wales Board of Select-
men located at 3 Hollow Road,
Wales, MA 01081 until 3PM on
Monday, May 11, 2026. Submis-
sions must be sealed and clearly
marked “Proposal — Emergency
Ambulance Service” and must
include the proposing firm’s
business name and address. All
labels must be on the exterior of
the packaging. Proposals will re-
main confidential until the evalu-
ation process is complete and the
contract award has been made, at
which time submissions will be-
come part of the public record.

All proposals shall be submit-
ted as one (1) original, six (6)
copies, and one (1) digital copy
via USB storage device.

Contracts for ambulance ser-
vice are expressly exempt from
the public bidding requirements
of the Uniform Procurement Act
(M.G.L. c. 30B, § 1(b)(24)). Ac-
cordingly, the Towns shall not
evaluate proposals nor award this
contract pursuant to the provisions
of Chapter 30B of the Uniform
Procurement Act. The Towns re-
serve the right to reject any and
all proposals, or to accept pro-
posals either in whole or in part,
to award contracts by individual
items or by lump sum total, or to
waive any minor informalities or
defects in any proposal should it
be deemed in the best interest of
the Towns of Brimfield, Holland
and Wales. The Towns reserve
the right to negotiate any and all
contract terms with the successful
provider, including the price, if it
is determined to be in the best in-
terest of the Towns to do so.
Towns of Brimfield, Holland
and Wales
Ambulance Oversight Committee
04/23/2026
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Legal Advertisement
TOWN OF HOLLAND
Guardrail Replacement Project

The Town of Holland invites
sealed Bids for the Guardrail Re-
placement Project. The project
includes the removal and replace-
ment of existing guardrails and
posts on portions of the 5 major
town roads. Sturbridge Road,
approximately 2,690 linear feet.
Mashapaug Road, approximate-
ly 3,530 linear feet. Stafford Road,
approximately 1,850 linear feet.
Brimfield Road, approximately
80 linear feet and East Brimfield
Road, approximately 3,820 linear
feet. The total distance needed is
approximately 11,970 linear feet.
The work shall consist of furnish-
ing and installation of Highway
Guard Steel Beam Type SS sin-
gle faced as well as removal and
disposal of current guardrails and
posts. The project includes fur-
nishing all labor, equipment and
materials required to perform the
Guardrail Replacement Project.
All work shall conform to: Mass-
DOT Standard Specifications for
Highways and Bridges (latest edi-
tion) Section M8.07.0; Sections
601.60-601.82.

This project is being admin-
istered by the Town of Holland
and is funded through the Mas-
sachusetts Executive Office of
Economic Development (EOED)
One Stop Program, Rural Devel-
opment Fund.

Bids will be received at the Pi-
oneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion, 60 Congress Street, Spring-
field, MA until 2:00pm Thursday,
May 7, 2026, at which time they
will be publicly opened.

Contract Documents, including
plans and specifications will be
available electronically beginning
April 15, 2026, from 9:00 AM
to 4:00 PM through the Pioneer
Valley Planning Commission
(PVPC), 60 Congress Street, 1st
Floor, Springfield, MA 01104,
phone: 413-781-6045. Electronic
copies may be obtained by con-
tacting Sue Ortiz at sortiz@pvpc.
org

Bids shall be accompanied by
a bid deposit in the amount of
five (5%) of the greatest possible
bid amount, considering all alter-
nates, and made payable to the
Town of Holland.

All bids for this project are
subject to the provisions and
minimum wage rates required by
M.G.L. ¢.30, §39M as amended,
and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to 27H,
inclusive. All bidders supplying
services under this request for
bids must be MassDOT. High-
way Division certified. MassDOT
requalification of contractors with

the class of work as, Highway —
Construction, for the project with
an estimated value of $400,000
will be required.

Bids may be changed or with-
drawn prior to the bid opening,
but not within the sixty (60) days
subsequent to the bid opening, by
submission of such a change in
writing in a sealed envelope, iden-
tifying the submitting party and
indicating that it contains a cor-
rection of the bid for the Holland
Guardrail Replacement Project.

The lowest qualified responsi-
ble bidder shall be awarded the
contract subject to availability of
funds under the Rural Develop-
ment Fund Program. The Town
of Holland the Awarding and
Contracting Authority, may can-
cel this Invitation for Bid (IFB),
in whole or in part, at any time
that such an act is deemed in its
best interest, reserves the right to
waive any informality in the bid-
ding or to reject any and all bids in
total or in part as may be deemed
to serve the best interest of the
Town, and will not be responsible
for any costs incurred by a bidder
in preparing and submitting a bid
in response to this IFB.

Questions regarding the bid
specifications or  procedures
should be directed to Sarah Ma-
roney, smaroney@pvpc.org no
later than May 1, 2026, at 4:00
PM.

Bids must be received at the
office of the Pioneer Valley Plan-
ning Commission no later than
2:00 PM on Thursday, May 7,
2026. Bids will be opened and
read at that time.

04/16, 04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0436EA
Estate of:
Roslyn Edna Harrington
Also known as:
Roslyn E Harrington

Date of Death: 11/29/2025

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Rebecca Schof-
ield of Monson, MA and James
Reed Newland of Monson, MA
requesting that the Court enter a

formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Rebecca Schofield of Monson,
MA and James Reed Newland
of Monson, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/13/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts with
the Court. Persons interested in
the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration
directly from the Personal Rep-
resentative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to
the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 15, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0346CA
In the matter of:
Jayden Paige Jackson
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change

LET’S

Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic
person interested in selling
advertising for our community
newspapers plus more! The
right candidate will assume an
established territory with

a portfolio of customers.

WORK
TOGETHER

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

]oumal Reglster

Representative

wellneg

Name of Adult has been filed
by Jayden Paige of Bondsville,
MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their
name to:

Mareceline Paige Jackson

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at:
Hampden Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 05/13/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: April 15, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0S00EA
Estate of:

Adam David Julian
Also known as:
Adam D Julian

Date of Death: 03/31/2026

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Raymond A Julian of Holland,
MA requesting that the Court en-
ter a formal Decree and Order and
for such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Raymond A Julian of Holland,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/13/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and

objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts with
the Court. Persons interested in
the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration
directly from the Personal Rep-
resentative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to
the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 14, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/23/2024

LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provisions
of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 255,
Sec. 39A, the following vehi-
cles will be sold at public auc-
tion for towing and storage
charges due: FORD VIN:1FAH-
P37N57W127003 Luisa Bonil-
la Alvarado 203 Essex ST Apt
1 Marlborough, MA; FORD
VIN:3FA6POH79FR301257 Car-
men Pastranasolo 147 Hampden
ST Chicopee, MA; SUBARU
VIN:JFIGHA65AH809001
Megan Szwarckop 13 Dale ST
Apt. 2 Ware, MA; TOYOTA
VIN:JTDKB20U693514335
Mayco Silva 25 Ames ST Apt.
1 Worcester, MA; CHEVY
VIN:2GCEK13T251352438
Ryan Martinek 16 Elm ST Mon-
son, MA; FORD VIN:1FTPX-
12V67FA51924 Dustin Veroneci
85 North View DR Rockport, TX.
This auction is to take place on
May 1, 2026 10:00 A.M. at La-
Bontes & Son LLC, 241 Wilbra-
ham St., Palmer, MA 01069
04/16, 04/23, 04/30/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No.
HD26P0S1SEA
Estate of:
Gloria A LaFlamme
Also known as:

Gloria G LaFlamme
Date of Death: 10/23/2025
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Marie-Claire A
Foley of Belchertown, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that Marie-Claire A Foley of
Belchertown, MA be appoint-
ed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/14/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administration
is not required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts with
the Court. Persons interested in
the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration
directly from the Personal Rep-
resentative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to
the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 15, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/23/2026
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NOW
HIRING:

Advertising

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

hour,18 hours per week.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENINGS

>» Part-Time Administrative Assistant
Part-time Administrative Assistant in the Treasurer/Collector’s Office. Duties and responsibilities
include but are not limited to performing a variety of administrative and financial support
functions for the Collector’s Office, including processing payments, issuing receipts, preparing and
reconciling daily deposits, and maintaining records. Provides customer service by responding to
inquiries and resolving account issues. Part-time, non-benefited, non-union, $22.80-$23.49 per

>» Assistant Treasurer/Collector
Assistant Treasurer/Collector. Duties and responsibilities include but are not limited to a variety of
accounting and administrative functions to assist the Treasurer/Collector in all financial operations
of the office. The Assistant provides skilled accounting and computer banking support, including
billing and collection activities, account reconciliation, cash management, reporting, and research,
as well as other municipal procedures and functions as required. Full-time, benefited, union
position, $25.53-$26.29 per hour, 35 hours per week

> Equipment Operator/Truck Driver
Equipment Operator/Truck Driver in the Department of Public Works. Duties and responsibilities
include but are not limited to Operating various types of motorized vehicles, trucks, dump trucks,
sweepers, excavators, snow and ice removal equipment and other miscellaneous equipment,
such as loaders, mowers, and chippers; Participating in emergency operations including but not

Join Our Team!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Offering a

Turley Publications e
competitive

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

* Check Out Our For Sale, Services,
Pets and Other Classifieds

* Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent
& Vacation Rentals

e Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time
Career Opportunities

Call to place your
classified ad:

413-283-8393

limited to snowplowing, road sanding, snow and ice removal, hazardous materials mitigation, and
natural disasters; Assisting with preparation of trucks and other equipment for different seasonal
jobs including repairing and maintaining sanders and snow plows; Repairing roadways, sidewalks,
pavements, and other surface areas and drainage structures, including excavating trenches,

and chain saw operation. Full-time, 40 hours per week average, union position, $23.32-$25.26.
Applicants are required to have a Class B CDL License with Air Brake endorsement endorsements.

For full job descriptions visit- https://www.townofware.com/ Interested applicants please send
resume to: Human Resources Department, Town of Ware, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082 or
e-mail resumes@townofware.com. AA/EOE
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MOCK 1 from page 1

The school utilizes part-
nerships throughout the com-
munity to offer this event to
the students. Herring was
grateful to the work done by
the police and fire depart-
ments and Labonte’s dona-
tion of the wrecked car, and
praised the work of Pathfind-
er’s cosmetology department.

“I saw one of the girls
walk around the corner and
was shocked at how realistic
the makeup was,” she said.
“They all work together to
help us, because they all have
a stake in it as well, to show
how important it is to take
driving safety.

“Our kids this year did a
really good job of acting as
well, they were very believ-
able in their roles,” Herring
said. “There’s a victim that

Everyone is all right. Students in make-up pose on top of wrecked cars donated for the mock accident by Gary Labonte Towing.

‘dies” in the accident and
one that’s very injured, and
the screams very believable.
A few of the kids were tak-
en aback by it, and it made it
seem more realistic.”

Herring said the event
shows how the community
can come together to support
its youths, donating time and
materials to educate them on
the dangers of distracted driv-
ing.

“I find it very impactful,”
Herring said. “Looking at it
as an adult, we take it even
more seriously than the teen-
agers, but they usually come
in and talk about how impact-
ful it was, especially when it’s
really well done.”

If you’d like to keep
up with all the things go-
ing on at the high school,
look them up on Facebook,
or visit their website at
PalmerSchools.org.

ot

First responders brought a stretcher out for the victims of the mock accident.

FPublic safety

Monson Fire Logs

Fire log for the Monson
Fire Department for the week
of April 13 through April 19,
2026. The department re-
sponded to 26 EMS calls and
4 Fire calls.

On Monday, April 13 at
4:39 p.m., the department re-
sponded to 232 State Ave for
the fire alarm. The department

o KOR

returned to service at 4:51pm.

On Tuesday, April 14
at 6:04 p.m., the department
responded to 196 Bumstead
Road for the tree on pow-
erlines. The department re-
turned to service at 6:40 p.m.

On Wednesday, April
15 at 8:36 a.m., the depart-
ment responded to the area of

& Gift Shop

160 EAST HILL ROAD

MONSON, MA

413-267-4035

OPENING MAY 1ST

HOURS: FRIDAY 9-4 ¢ SATURDAY 9-4 < SUNDAY 9-4

We have beautiful flowers,
hanging baskets, deck pots and more.

We Have Wave Petunias, Million Bells, Geraniums,
(:oleus, Da|5|es, Angelonia, Bidens, Verbena,
Silver Falls, Lobella, Marigolds,

AN'STEARM

Thunbergia, Torenia, Scaevola,
Spikes, Vinca Vine & More.

We look
forward to
seeing you!

110 Upper Palmer Road for
the motor vehicle accident.
The department returned to
service at 9:36 a.m.

On Thursday, April 16
at 2:30 p.m., the department
responded to 222 Hovey Road
for the outside burn investiga-
tion. The department returned
to service at 3:05 p.m.

Submitted photos ~ The EMTs for last Thursday’s mock accident were Paige V.,

Kelsey C., and Garrett L.

Palmer Ballers win tournament

Submitted photos
The Palmer Ballers take first place in the 7th/8th grade boys division of the ‘Mack’ Donnelly
Basketball Tournament hosted by Ludlow Boys & Girls Club April 12.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays.
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

T T
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/CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual\

errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will

always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an

email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393.
Corrections may also be requested in writing at:

\ Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069 Y,

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References

e Hazardous Tree Removal

e Bobcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services

e Firewood $265/cord

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693




