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COMMUNITY
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Staff Writer
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PA L M E R — P a l m -
er’s annual Easter-ific Egg 
Hunt, a newer community 
tradition, brought families 
together for a day of egg 
hunts, games, treats, and 
plenty of smiles under the 
bright spring sun at Pulaski 
Park. The event was held 
Sunday, April 13, attracted 
hundreds of eager children 
and their families, all look-
ing forward to a day of Eas-
ter fun and surprises.

This year’s Easter-ific 
Egg Hunt marked the fifth 
consecutive year of the 
event, which was born out 
of a need for free, accessi-
ble family activities during 
the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Lori Chiacchia, 
a paraprofessional in a spe-
cial education classroom at 
Old Mill Pond Elementary 
School, has spearheaded 
the event since its inception 

in 2020. What began as a 
way to fill the void left by 
canceled community ac-
tivities has blossomed into 
a much-anticipated annual 

tradition.
The event was made 

possible through the sup-

School 
Committee 
confronts 
fiscal 
challenges 
Pre-K program
adjustments 
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MONSON—The Mon-
son School Committee con-
vened its regularly scheduled 
business meeting on April 9 
where they discussed tuition 
increases and staff reductions 
to long-term planning for the 
school district’s educational 
offerings. The committee also 
engaged with public input, 
deliberated on potential pro-
gram cuts, and examined the 
financial sustainability of its 
preschool services.

During public comment, 
Erica Nissenbaum raised con-
cerns about proposed cuts to 
the preschool program. Spe-
cifically, Nissenbaum sought 
clarification on whether the 
committee was planning to 
reduce a position, restructure 
the program, and how these 
changes might impact the of-
ferings available to families 
in town. No additional com-
ments were made from Zoom 
attendees.

A significant portion of 
the meeting was dedicated 
to discussing the FY26 op-
erating budget, with particu-
lar attention to the preschool 
program. The committee re-
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PALMER—On April 
11, veterans gathered at AM-
VETS Post 74 at 2150 Main 
Street in Three Rivers for the 
first “Building Bridges Vet-
erans Lunch.” The lunch was 
organized by Tina Brohman, 
the Palmer Veteran Service 
Officer, and Reverend Chris 
from Northampton, who is 
the current leader behind the 
Building Bridges program.

The lunch is free for vet-
erans and one guest. RSVP is 
required by calling 413-283-
2610 and leaving a voicemail 
with your name and number. 
The next confirmed lunches 
will be held on May 9 and 
June 13. These lunches take 
place on the second Friday of 
each month.

The first lunch welcomed 
around 35 to 40 attendees, 

with one or two new people 
joining each time. Nine round 
tables were set up for guests 
to sit and connect. Each table 
had jugs with ice water. At the 
front of the room, there was 
a coffee station with assorted 
milk, cream, and sugar for 
guests to help themselves.

In addition to the lunch, 
Tina Brohman also organiz-
es a coffee hour every third 
Wednesday of the month from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. The goal of 
the coffee hour is to introduce 
veterans to different vendors 
and programs that can assist 
veterans and seniors in living 
to their full potential. There 
will also be a “Know It Be-
fore You Need It” event hap-
pening in September at the li-
brary. This event will include 
multiple people who can help 
veterans and seniors with es-
tate planning, Medicare, and 

Building Bridges for 
Veterans at AMVETS

Easter-riffic Egg Hunt
held at Pulaski Park

EDUCATION

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Volunteers putting together the lunch made for the group, 
(from left to right) John Sasur, Tina Brohman, Ann Ryan, and 
Mike Matthews.

The first kids running 
to gather eggs in the 

age 1 to 5 area.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

A young girl crouching down to pick up an egg while her 
parent carries her basket.
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BRIMFIELD - The Brim-
field Historical Commission 
conducted a historical walking 
tour of the Brimfield Center 
Village, beginning in front of 
St. Christopher’s Church and 
ending at the First Congrega-
tional Church, with the tour 
reviewing several properties 
like the Civil War Monument, 
the Brimfield Hotel, the Bliss 

Tavern and much more. Plans 
for future walking tours and 
self-guided tours created by 
the historical commission, 
over a dozen projects in the 
works and a love for the town 
of Brimfield, this walking tour 
is only the beginning on Apr. 
13.

Talking with Historical 
Commission Member Mike 
DeFalco about the walking 
tour and his involvement with-
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MONSON—On a sunny 
Sunday afternoon, the Keep 
Homestead Museum in Mon-
son hosted its season-opening 
event, “Stories from the Quar-
ry,” a captivating look into the 
history and craftsmanship of 
the Flynt Quarry. The event 
offered the public an oppor-
tunity to learn about the his-
toric quarrying industry that 

shaped much of Monson’s 
architectural landscape. The 
program featured the Pascale 
family, who have been inte-
gral to the stone cutting trade 
for over a century.

The Pascale family’s in-
volvement in the quarry be-
gan when Salvatore Pasquale, 
the patriarch, immigrated 
to the United States from a 
small town near Naples, Ita-
ly, in 1890. Salvatore settled 
near the Flynt Quarry and, 
already a mason by trade, 
began working at the quarry 
while raising his family. Sal-
vatore’s story is a testament 
to the enduring legacy of Ital-

ian-American craftsmanship 
that continues to resonate in 
Monson today.

Bob Meacham, director 
of the Keep Homestead Mu-
seum, kicked off the event by 
introducing the Pascale fam-
ily. “The Pascales have been 
part of this town’s history 
for generations,” Meacham 
said. “They’ve contributed 
not only to the buildings you 
see around you but to the very 

character of Monson itself.”
Randy Pascale, 63, a 

fourth-generation stone ma-
son, then took the stage to 
share stories of his family’s 
work and the quarrying tech-
niques they’ve passed down. 
Randy recounted how his 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

The walking tour was led by Mike DeFalco who was passion-
ate about keeping history alive in the town and answering 
questions from curious attendees.

STORIES FROM THE QUARRY: 

The Pascale family legacy in
Monson’s granite industry

Historical Comm. conducts 
village walking tour

BRIMFIELD PUBLIC SAFETY
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The blessing from the Pope, 
Salvatore Pasquale received 
in order to carve crosses for 

churches.

Storytime with 
Smokey the Bear

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com

THREE RIVERS—On 
the morning of Wednesday, 
Apr. 9, the Three Rivers Fire 
Dept. held a storytime with 
Smokey the Bear for fami-
lies from the Palmer Mon-
son Family Center, celebrat-
ing the Week of the Young 
Child, an annual celebration 

sponsored by the National 
Association for the Educa-
tion of Young Children. 

The Palmer Monson 
Family Center mission is 
having a place that parents 
and their children can learn 
and play together. 

The fire department 
wanted to show how a fire-
fighter would enter a fire 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

A family photo of Gabby, Gia, and Benny Nasiatka after 
listening to a story.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

PHONE
413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com
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Subscriptions
www.turley.com
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($40 out of state)

Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

        @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Corrections
The Journal Register will glad-

ly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send 
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393, 
extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069.

DEADLINE
The Journal Register 
has changed its firm 
deadline for public 
submissions to 
Mondays. To get your 
submission in for 
that week’s edition 
space permitting, 
email Editor at 
journalregster@
turley.com or call 
the office at 413-
283-8393 by noon 
on Mondays. We 
appreciate the 
cooperation of our 
readers.

EASTER HAMS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST
RIB END or LOIN END ........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK HAM (LEG) ..................

USDA INSP. $199
lb

SALE DATES: 
4/17-4/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PREMIUM 
CLEANED PORK 
FROM CHITTERING 5 LB BAG 

$1999

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BUTTERBALL
TURKEYS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KING FISH STEAKS
W/ HEAD OR TAIL ...................

$5999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CONCH MEAT
CLEANED 5 LB BOX..........................

$159
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM ...............

$369
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$499

$133
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

SALMON FILLETS ...................... ea
$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF 
TENDERLOIN

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPERS, 

BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
BUTCHER WAGON 
DINNER HAM .........................$179

lb

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
KAYEM OLD TIME 
SMOKED HAM .......................$199

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$1088
lb

$689
lb

CUT
FREE

AVG. 
WGT. 
12 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
3 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
14 LB

Summer Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

BLUE 

Blue is a six-year-old Siberian husky. We took Blue 
in as our own when his owner had to go overseas for 
the military. Some of you may have inadvertently met 
Blue on his escape travels throughout Three Rivers. 
Thankfully, he prefers staying home now. We feature 
your pets here. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, 
lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get the point. Is there a 
pet you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are 
welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with a 
little information to journalregister@turley.com. 

of theof the
MONSON—The Jazz 

Bones under the direction of 
David Neill will perform at 
First Church Monson, 5 High 
Street, on Sunday, April 27, at 
3 p.m.   The concert is free and 
open to the public.

A cookies and punch re-
ception in Fellowship Hall will 
follow the performance.  

The Jazz Bones is the only 
jazz trombone ensemble in the 
area.  The ensemble delivers a 

dynamic sound for four tenor 
trombones, one bass trombone, 
guitar, bass and drums. 

This rhythmic presenta-
tion will appeal to persons of 
all ages.

The concert is underwrit-
ten by the Monson Cultural 
Council, a local agency which 
is supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

Jazz Bones to perform at 
first Church April 27

MONSON—The United 
Methodist Church of Enfield, 
41 Brainard Road, Enfield, in 
cooperation with area church-
es, is offering Holy Week ser-
vices for everyone.

 
Holy Week Schedule 

Apr 17  Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. at Monson-Glen-

dale UMC, 162 Main Street, 
Monson, MA 
Apr 18  Good Friday

7 p.m. at UMC Enfield, 
41 Brainard Road, Enfield, 
CT

Apr 20  Easter Sunrise
6 a.m. at Monson-Glen-

dale UMC, 162 Main Street, 
Monson, MA 
Apr 20  Easter Service

9:30 a.m. at UMC 
Enfield, 41 Brainard Road, 
Enfield, CT

Apr 20  Easter Service
11 a.m. at Monson-Glen-

dale UMC, 162 Main Street, 
Monson, MA

For more information, 
call the church office at 860-
745-6241 or visit the church’s 
website at umce.org

Founded in 1791, The 
United Methodist Church of 
Enfield is a family of Chris-
tians striving to grow in faith, 
love, and service.

United Methodist Church Holy 
Week schedule

H A R D W I C K — T h e 
Tri-Parish Community 
Church is pleased to an-
nounce they will be holding 
their 19th Annual Plant, Bake 
Sale, Craft & Tag Sale on the 
Hardwick Common Saturday 
and Sunday, May 17th  and 
18th  from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day.   This popular East 
Quabbin area event will fea-
ture traditional, favorite, and 
connoisseur perennials, plus 
selected annuals, heirloom 
vegetable plants, and herbs in 
time for spring planting.

There is a wonderful va-
riety in plants offered through 
several local vendors in-
cluding Stillman’s Farm and 
Howe’s Farm and Garden of 

New Braintree, Inishowen 
Farms of North Brookfield, 
and “home-grown lovelies” 
from private gardens.   A de-
licious assortment of home-
baked desserts and breads 
will also be sold.  The event is 
held rain or shine. 

The Church is also seek-
ing vendors for their annual 
Tag and Craft sale to coin-
cide with the Plant and Bake 
Sale.   Spaces on the Hard-
wick Common will be offered 
for $35 each.   Applications 
may be obtained by contact-
ing Marguerite at:  mcrevier1.
mc@gmail.com  or 413-477-
6942

Please reserve your space 
early.  All are welcome!

Annual Plant, Bake Sale, Craft & 
Tag Sale on the Hardwick Common

The Roadhouse Cafe is Now 
Under New Management

Enjoy your old favorites with some new touches

NOW OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AM TO 1 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

RC
Local ingredients
Fresh creations

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

MONSON—Monson 
Garden Club will hold its 
Annual Plant Sale on Satur-
day, May 10 at Dave Grieve 
Park Gazebo on Main St. in 
Monson starting at 9 a.m.  A 
wide selection of perennials 
in addition to wildflowers, 
vegetables, shrubs, house 
plants, bulbs and herbs will 
be available.  Prices range 
from $3 and up. There will 
also be an assortment of 

special gift planters for 
Mother’s Day gifts.  

The plants come from 
members’ gardens, and 
members will be available 
to answer questions about 
the plants they enjoy.

Proceeds from the sale 
are used for local commu-
nity projects such as the 
downtown plantings, hol-
iday greens, and scholar-
ships.

Monson annual 
plant sale May 10

Friday, April 18
Closing at Noon No Lunch 

Monday, April 21
Closed - Patriot’s Day!
Tuesday, April 22
Egg, ham, cheese crois-

sant 
Wednesday, April 23

Potato Pollock filet, 
coleslaw, steamed corn, tar-
tar, WW bread, applesauce 

Thursday, April 24
Egg, sausage, cheese 

croissant 
Friday, April 25

Ravioli w/meat sauce, 
tossed salad w/Italian, garlic 
bread, fresh fruit 

Monday, April 28

Beef stroganoff, brus-
sels sprouts, egg noodles, 
wheat roll, cookie 

Wednesday, April 30
Turkey breakfast sau-

sage, spiced applesauce, po-
tatoes O’Brien, French toast 
w/syrup, fresh fruit, orange 
juice 

Lunch $3.00 suggested 
donation  Please note the 
suggested donation has in-
creased. 

Breakfast cost is $3.00 
Please note: You must 

sign up for breakfast If you 
don’t no meal will be or-
dered for you.

Palmer Senior
Center Menu
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VFW AND AUXILIARY
POST 9397

FUNDRAISER

BINGO
PURSE AND T OOLSPURSE AND T OOLS

Night
Get ready to shout “BINGO!” and win some amazing prizes 

at this fun-filled event. Bring your own food ONLY. 
Drinks available for purchase

$40 PER PERSON
INCLUDES 10 BINGO CARDS 

(1 FOR EACH ROUND).
ADDITIONAL CARDS CAN BE BOUGHT.

190 Main Street
Hampden, MA 01035

FRIDAY,
MAY 9, 2025
FIRST GAME

STARTS AT 6PM

SCAN TO 

PURCHASE

TICKETS

RAFFLE 
RAFFLE 

PRIZES
PRIZES

10 BINGO
10 BINGOGAMES
GAMES

www.lusofederal.com 
844-LUSO-FCU
NMLS #255907

With LUSO’s Rate Improver Mortgage, anyone can
take advantage! Secure a great rate today, and if
rates drop within the first 5 years, you can lower

yours—with NO refinancing fees or closing costs!*

Visit Our Website to Learn More 

Lock in a Great Rate Now

*Restrictions Apply.

Buying a new home? 
Purchasing a second home?

TRIM it down later with LUSO’s
NEW Rate Improver Mortgage

MONSON—We are fea-
turing town employees to 
recognize and thank them for 
their hard work and dedica-
tion. 

These town employees 
are what help keep our com-
munities running, providing 
resources, help, information, 
fun events, organization, and 
more for us to enjoy. 

Here is an interview with 
Hailee Fullen, Monson’s Vet-
eran Service Officer.

What is your favorite thing 
about the town? 

“My favorite thing about 
Monson is how friendly and 
welcoming everyone has 
been! I also enjoy how sup-
portive Monson is to their 
small businesses and I am a 
huge fan of the local small 
businesses located in Mon-
son.”

What do you do in your 
position?

“My primary job as a 
Veterans Service Officer is 
Chapter 115. It is a program 
that helps veterans who need 
financial assistance stay 
above the federal poverty 
line. My other duties include 
assisting veterans or their 

families taking care of veter-
ans with other local services 
or benefits that they might be 
entitled to.” 
Describe an average day at 

the office? 
“An average day at the 

office includes checking my 
emails and listening to any 
voicemails I may have. Then 
ensure that the chapter 115 
checks have been completed. 
Next, I would process any 
chapter 115 applications I 
have including running inves-
tigations on the evidence pro-
vided with the applications. I 
would also host any veteran 
that has come in to see me 
or has an appointment sched-
uled.” 

 Tell me a bit about you. 
Are you a resident? What’s 

your education? 
“I grew up in Western 

MA and graduated from 
Belchertown High School. 
After high school, I joined 
the Air Force and was active 
duty for six years. I was sta-
tioned at Ramstein Air Base 
in Germany and Hanscom 
Air Force Base in Lexington, 
MA. While I was active duty, 
I went to college full time 
and obtained my associates 

in criminal justice from the 
Community College of the 
Air Force and a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology with a 
concentration in forensics. I 
decided to pursue a civilian 
career using my psychology 
degree in 2021 and left active 
duty and joined the Massa-
chusetts National Guard at 
the 104th Fighter Wing in 
Westfield, MA. I ultimately 
decided to leave my military 
career after a total of 7.5 years 
when I became a mother.”
What other departments or 
committees/boards do you 

work closely with?
“I closely work with the 

Executive Office of Veterans 
Services with the state. I also 
work closely with other Vet-
erans Service Officers in the 
area.”
What is the most fulfilling 

part of your job? 
“The most fulfilling part 

of my job is helping veterans 
who have given so much for 
their community and country. 
I missed the comradery that 
I felt while I was serving so 
this job gives me that sense of 
comradery back.”
What inspired you to take 

on the position? 

“My mother inspired me 
to take on the position. She 
is the VSO for the Town of 
Palmer and I saw just how 
much she loved it and loved 
working with the veterans in 
her community.” 
Where is your office locat-
ed? What are your office 

hours? 
“My office is located at 

the Monson Town Offices at 
110 Main Street, Monson. 
I am part time and my of-
fice hours vary from week to 
week, but I can be reached by 
email and phone. hfullen@
monson-ma.gov /413-267-
4140”
What is the history of your 
department? What makes 

it unique from others? 
“The history of my de-

partment dates back to the 
Civil War. At the beginning of 
the war, the state established 
the Department of Veterans 
Services as well as Chapter 
115 to provide financial as-
sistance to the veterans in the 
community.”  
What do you want the com-
munity to know about your 

position? 
“I want the community to 

know that I am employed by 

All About Town
MONSON

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Monson Veteran Service Officer Hailee Fullen.

Hailee Fullen, Monson’s Veteran Service Officer
Getting to Know your Town Employees

the town and I work in collab-
oration with the state but I do 
not work for the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. They are 
an entirely different agency 
that handles different types of 
benefits for veterans than my 

office does.” 

Compiled by Abigail Mc-
Coy, staff writer, if you know 
of a town employee that we 
could feature please email 
amccoy@turley.com. 

Monson
Garden Club 
scholarship 
MONSON—The Mon-

son Garden Club has an-
nounced that two $500 schol-
arships are available to  high 
school seniors who reside in 
Monson and plan to continue 
school at a 2 or 4 year college 
to study in any branch of the 
life, natural, or environmental 
sciences. Applications with 
instructions may be obtained 
through their school guidance 
office and are due by April 
29, 2025.

 

THREE RIVERS—A 
free lunch for veterans and 
one guest will be available 
on Fridays May 9 and June 
13 from noon to 1 p.m. The 
lunch will be served at the 

Amvets Post 74 located 
at 2150 Main St. in Three 
Rivers. Reservations are 
needed, call 413-283-2610 
and leave voicemail.

THREE RIVERS—
The Second Annual Sock 
Hop Dance featuring New 
Englands Premier Oldies 
Band “Decades” will be on 
Friday, April 25 from 6 to 
10 p.m. at Amvets, 2150 
Main Street in Three Riv-
ers. 

Tickets are $5 (12 and 

under are free). Tickets are 
available at Amvets or call 
413-316-0597. There will 
be raffle prizes and a 50/50. 
Food and milkshakes avail-
able for purchase.

Money will benefit 
the local Veterans activity 
fund.

Sock Hop Dance April 25

PALMER—The Palm-
er Veterans Service Depart-
ment is proud to announce 
a bus trip to the American 
Heritage Museum on April 
30. Pick up will be at 8:30 
a.m. and drop-off will be 
at 4:15 at the Amvets Post 
74 at 2150 Main Street in 

Three Rivers.
Veterans are free with 

an ID, guests are $20 each 
this includes bus, admis-
sion and lunch.

Call 413-316-0597 to 
make reservations, seats 
are limited.

American Heritage 
Museum trip April 30

LUDLOW—Dine for a 
cause on Wednesday, May 7 
at Villa Rose Restaurant on 
1428 Center St. in Ludlow. 
Dine all day and 20 percent 
of all food receipts will be do-
nated to the Amvets Post 74 
Scholarship Fund.

Dine for a
Cause May 7Building Bridges 

FREE Veterans lunch May 9
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com
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liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
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returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.
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Viewpoints

Many people plan trips 
over April vacation! 
Not me, I am plan-

ning an escape to the garden.  
I have been chomping at 

the bit to do some 
gardening in spite of 
this crazy, post-win-
ter weather we are 
having. Can you be-
lieve it snowed twice 
last week?  

Maybe a dust-
ing at your house, 
but Saturday’s snow-
fall was a despicable 
four inches! At least 
forecasts for this upcoming 
week are improving, and I’m 
hoping that vacation week’s 
are even better.  

While it’s best to wait 
until Memorial Day to sow 
bean and squash seeds, as 
well as transplant your toma-
to and pepper seedlings into 
the garden, there are many 
veggies that thrive in cooler 
spring temperatures. Here is 
a re-cap of a column from a 
few years back, outlining the 
veggie seeds that can be sown 
in the garden now:

Beet seeds can be plant-
ed as soon as the soil can be 
worked. Sow them close to-
gether and thin to three inches 
apart for full size beets – use 
the culled greens in salad.  
For a pretty beet try Chiogga 
for its alternating stripes of 
pink and white; pick early for 
best quality.  

More interested in beet 
greens than beets themselves? 
Beautiful Bull’s Blood grows 
well throughout the summer 
months without getting bitter.

Carrots will also grow 
well under cool conditions, 
although they may take lon-
ger to come up. Keep them 
moist to hasten germination. 
Experts recommend sowing 
fast-growing radish seeds to 
mark carrot rows as well as 
provide shade (and therefore 
moisture retention).  

I’ve also heard of folks 
covering rows of carrot seeds 
with burlap or straw for the 
same reason.  For the longest, 
straightest roots, be sure the 
seed bed is deep and rock-
free. Thin twice, with an ul-

timate spacing of one inch 
apart.  

Amazingly enough, car-
rots come in all shades of 
yellow and orange, purple 

and red, even white. Try Yel-
lowstone, Atomic Red, Purple 
Haze and White Satin for an 
extremely colorful coleslaw.

Lettuce is one of the best 
crops to start now. In fact, it 
won’t germinate at all when 
soil temperatures top 75 de-
grees.  

Sow your seeds every 
couple of weeks for a contin-
uous supply throughout the 
summer. Get creative with 
lattice or interplant with other 
crops to give lettuce a break 
from sun and heat.  

When all your friends are 
complaining that their salads 
are bitter, you’ll be rewarded 
for your efforts with sweet 
greens. Look for seeds that 
suit your season. Consid-
er New Red Fire or Slobolt 
for growing in the summer 
months; Tango or Lollo Ros-
sa for fall and winter season 
extension.

Parsnips, like carrots, 
take a long time to come up 
and need consistent moisture 
in order to germinate. Try 
some of the tricks I mentioned 
above or just be diligent with 
the hose.  

Old Sturbridge Village 
grows two great heirloom va-
rieties – Hollow Crown and 
Student. Harvest some after a 
few hard frosts in the fall, but 
hold on harvesting the rest 
until early spring.  

You will be in for a sweet 
surprise.

Peas have been a favorite 
plant of mine for the last sev-
eral years. Sow them now and 
provide support for all but 
the dwarfest varieties. I plant 

them around the perimeter 
of my garden up against the 
fence, and will utilize “pea 
brush” for another row or two 
within the garden. 

Be on the lookout 
for cut worms – in my 
garden they nearly al-
ways decimated my 
crop. If you see pea 
seedlings cut off at the 
soil line, gently culti-
vate around your plant 
and dispose of the 
chubby green or gold-
en caterpillars.  

Oregon Giant is 
a great snow pea, with flat 
pods perfect for stir fries. Tall 
Telephone (aka Alderman) is 
nearly six feet tall under op-
timal conditions, and yields 
upwards of 30 pounds of peas 
per one hundred foot row.

Spinach is another crop 
that must be started early to 
ensure success, and a crop I 
can’t quite seem to master. 
I was never satisfied with 
the meal or two I ate before 
the plants bolted – I wanted 
more!  

So instead of grow-
ing regular spinach, I now 
grow New Zealand Spinach. 
It isn’t a true spinach, nor 
does it resemble one, but it 
can be grown throughout the 
summer and substituted for 
cooked spinach in nearly any 
recipe. 

Soak the large seeds 
overnight before sowing to 
hasten germination. Pinch off 
and use the waxy leaves when 
they reach two or three inches 
long. New Zealand spinach 
also freezes extremely well.

Enjoy these earliest days 
in the garden; I know I will! 
The best vacation ever spent.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Vacation plans, anyone?

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) 
Frykenberg, RN

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am going to be 67 in 

a few weeks and I plan on 
working for another year or 
two. 

According to Social 
Security, they count the 
best 35 years to come up 
with your benefit. I cur-
rently have 30 years, with 
2024 and 2025 taxes yet to 
be filed. If I take my benefit 
now, will I get an upward 
adjustment after filing my 
taxes for those years or 
do I need to wait to apply 
for SS until after filing my 
taxes to get credit for those 
years? 

Signed: Still Working 
 

Dear Still Working: 
Whenever you claim 

your Social Security ben-
efit, SSA will look at your 
lifetime earnings record on 
file at the time as received 
from the IRS and calculate 
your “Primary Insurance 
Amount” using that record 
on file. They will use your 
highest earning 35 years 
to do that calculation and, 
if you do not yet have 35 
years, they will use “zero 
$$” enough times to make 
it 35 years. In other words, 
your benefit will always be 
calculated using 35 years, 
whether you actually have 
35 years of earnings on re-
cord or not.   

However, Social Secu-
rity revisits your earnings 
record whenever addition-
al information is received 
from the IRS, so if file 
your taxes and add the ad-
ditional year’s income after 
you start your Social Secu-
rity benefits, you will get 
credit for those additional 
earnings. Essentially, you 
will be replacing one of the 
“zero $$” years original-
ly used to calculate your 
benefit amount and Social 
Security will recalculate 
your monthly amount to 
reflect that, resulting in an 
increase to your monthly 
benefit.   

Thus, as long as you 
work and earn and report 
your earnings to the IRS, 
Social Security will update 
your record and automati-
cally give you a higher ben-
efit if warranted by your 
more recent earnings. That 
recalculation usually hap-
pens later in the year after 
April 15, but Social Secu-
rity will make any increase 
retroactive to the beginning 
of the calendar year, so you 
will get any higher benefit 
effective with January.  

So, since you have 
already reached your Full 
Retirement Age, you can 
(if you wish) apply for So-
cial Security now and be 
confident that Social Secu-
rity will give you credit for 
any additional earnings af-
ter you apply. And for clar-
ity, if you choose to wait 
beyond your full retirement 
age to claim, you will earn 
Delayed Retirement Cred-
its (DRCs), which will 
continue to increase your 
monthly benefit amount 
until you are 70 years of 
age. DRCs will add 8% to 
your PIA for each full year 
you delay (.667% for each 
month you delay past your 
FRA). 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article 
is intended for information 
purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Associa-
tion  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Will my Social Security 
increase if I keep working 
after applying?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

What you need (and 
don’t need) in the 
medicine cabinet

Time for spring clean-
ing! National Clean Out Your 
Medicine Cabinet Day falls 
annually on the third Friday 
of April – on April 18 this 
year. It’s a good reminder to 
not only get rid of expired 
or no-longer needed supplies 
and meds, but also make sure 
you have what you need when 
you need it.

This observance was 
started by a company called 
DisposeRx, which is in the 
business of (as the name 
implies) of helping people 
safely discard medications. 
Whether or not they intended 
it as a promotion of their ser-
vices, they’ve done us a favor 
by reminding us each year of 
this important task.

First, though, let’s look at 
what it means when a medi-

cation is ex-
pired.

S i n c e 
1979, drug manufacturers 
have been required to stamp 
an expiration date on their 
products. This is the date at 
which the manufacturer guar-
antees the full potency and 
safety of the medication. With 
the exception of nitroglycer-
in, insulin and liquid antibi-
otics, most drugs are OK to 
use well after their “expira-
tion date”; they may just lose 
some potency.

So you can save money 
by not automatically throw-
ing out “expired” aspirin or 
acetaminophen. You can also 
make medications last longer 
by keeping them in a cool, 
dry place away from pets, 
kids and adolescents. The 
bathroom medicine cabinet, 
despite its name, is about the 
worst place to keep them be-
cause of warmth, humidity 
and accessibility.

OK, time to restock. 

What should your medicine 
cabinet contain? The most 
useful medications are those 
that help deal with common 
aches, allergies and illnesses.

Pain relievers/fever re-
ducers: Acetaminophen (i.e. 
Tylenol), ibuprofen (i.e. Mo-
trin) or aspirin. Have a ther-
mometer (a non-contact dig-
ital one is fine) to check for 
fever before giving fever-re-
ducers to children.

Antihistamines: Medica-
tions such as Benadryl, Clar-
itin, Zyrtec or their generic 
equivalents.

Antacids: This can in-
clude tablets like Tums or 
liquids like milk of magnesia.

Decongestants: Com-
mon ones include Sudafed 
and Neo-Synephrine. Be 
careful using nasal decon-
gestants, as they can cause 
rebound congestion.

Cough suppressants: Re-
search has found that these 
products aren’t all that effec-
tive, but if you’re troubled by 
a dry cough, you can keep 
dextromethorphan or throat 

lozenges on hand.
Eye drops: Artificial 

tears, moisturizing drops or 
allergy relief drops can ease 
irritations.

Antidiarrheal: Don’t be 
caught without some Imodi-
um, Pepto-Bismol or their ge-
neric cousins.

Beyond medications, 
make sure you keep some 
sunscreen (SPF 30 or higher) 
and insect repellent – those 
containing DEET maintain 
effectiveness for up to three 
years. You also should have 
for first aid some antibacteri-
al ointment, bandages, gauze 
pads, antiseptic wipes and al-
cohol swabs. Keep a kit like 
this in the car, too.

Tweezers will help ex-
tract slivers or ticks. Small 
scissors are helpful some-
times in removing bandages.

If you do end up with 
out-of-date or unneeded pre-
scriptions (including pre-
scriptions that a pet may have 
had), dispose of them safely. 
The next National Prescrip-
tion Take-Back Day is April 

26. Since 2010, nearly 10,000 
tons of drugs have been col-
lected. For information, visit 
dea.gov/takebackday.

To find a participating 
site in Massachusetts, vis-
it mass.gov/info-details/
find-a-waste-medication-ki-
osk.

If you need to dispose of 
medications at home, here are 
some tips.

 1) Trash what you can 
trash. It’s not a good idea to 
throw pill bottles – empty or 
containing medications – into 
the trash.

First, take the drugs out 
of their containers. Don’t 
crush pills or open capsules.

Next, mix the drugs with 
kitty litter, coffee grounds or 
some other yucky material. 
Put the mixture into a sealed 
container or sealable plastic 
bag and place it in the gar-
bage.

Before tossing prescrip-
tion bottles, remove the labels 
or use a permanent marker to 

YOUR HEALTH   ❙   page 5
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Golf Course
NOW OPEN

Golf Memberships
Check Our Website & Facebook for Specials

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Upcoming
April 22, May 6 & 20, June 3

SIP AND PAINT
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available

See Website 
for More 

Information

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

cover up personally identifi-
able information (name, ad-
dress, etc).

2) Flush unneeded opi-
oids. If a take-back option 
isn’t available, the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration rec-
ommends flushing opioids to 
get them out of the home im-
mediately. Go to fda.gov and 
search “flush list” for the eli-
gible drugs.

 3) Deal with sharps. Be-
cause of the boom in inject-
able weight-loss drugs, more 

sharps are being discard-
ed. Immediately place used 
sharps in an approved col-
lection container, available at 
pharmacies. When it’s about 
three-fourths full, seal and 
dispose of it at a pharmacy, 
hazardous waste collection 
facility or through a mail-
back program. For state-spe-
cific guidance, the FDA rec-
ommends contacting  info@
safeneedledisposal.org.

When we handle and dis-
pose of medications properly, 
we’re not only keeping our-
selves and our families safe 
– we are also helping keep 

our communities safe. This 
spring, let’s all do our part.

 
Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg, 

is a registered nurse and board 
certified patient advocate and 
founder of www.NurseAdvo-
cateEntrepreneur.com, which 
trains medical professionals 
to become successful private 
patient advocates. Teri offers 
a free phone consultation to 
Turley Newspaper readers as 
well as to nurses interested in 
becoming advocates.   Reach 
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com 

great-grandfather, Salvatore, 
was granted permission by 
the Pope in 1890 to carve 
properly blessed crosses for 
churches, a privilege that 
has followed the family ever 
since. 

“This works for all Pas-
cales,” Randy joked. “We’re 
all going to heaven with this 
thing.”

Despite the often gritty 
nature of their work, Randy 
emphasized the importance of 
stone cutting. “It’s not glam-
orous work, but it’s vital,” he 
explained. “We’re creating 
things that last; buildings, 
bridges, and memorials that 
stand the test of time. It’s dan-
gerous work, too. There’s the 
constant risk of injury, and 
then there’s Stone Cutter’s 
Consumption, a lung disease 
that affected my grandfather. 
My great-grandfather Salva-
tore died from it in his 50s.”

Granite, the material that 
defines the Flynt Quarry, is 
dense and heavy, with varia-
tions that range from 165 to 
175 pounds per cubic foot. 
The granite from the Monson 
quarry, known for its dark 
grey color with quartz veins, 
can be especially hazardous 
due to the sharp rocks and 
dust that get into the air when 
stone is split. 

Randy reminisced about 
learning the craft alongside 
his grandfather and father. 
“I remember watching them 
split giant rocks with simple 
tools when I was a kid. It was 
amazing.”

The Pascale family’s 
deep connection to the craft 
is further exemplified by their 
possession of the late Ezio 
DeSantis’ original stone carv-
ing tools. The family acquired 
nearly 400 tools at a tag sale 
hosted by the DeSantis family 
years ago. DeSantis, a cele-
brated stone carver, is known 
for sculpting the tribute statue 
of a World War I soldier lo-
cated on the corner of Main & 
Chapin St in Hampden, MA. 
Randy recalled meeting Ezio 
during the sculpting process. 
“It was a hot summer day, 
and the model, Tony Alanzo, 
was getting uncomfortable 
in his military jacket. Ezio 

told him, ‘You can’t sculpt 
someone who doesn’t want to 
be sculpted. Sometimes you 
need breaks.’ That stuck with 
me.”

In addition to their 
hands-on skills, the Pascales 
are also custodians of history. 
Randy shared that the family 
continues to build new struc-
tures, such as the Granite Bul-
letin Board in front of the new 
Town Hall, while also restor-
ing and maintaining the old-
er granite landmarks built by 
previous generations. “We’re 
lucky and thankful we can 
still do our work generations 
later,” Randy said. “There’s a 
real sense of pride in it.”

For those unfamiliar with 
the techniques of stone cut-
ting, Randy offered a glimpse 
into the traditional methods 
still employed by the Pas-
cales. 

“The main way to split gi-

ant stones is by drilling holes 
and using shims and wedges,” 
Randy explained. “Once you 
get the holes drilled and the 
shims in place, that’s 90% of 
the work done.” He also noted 
that while modern machinery 
has taken over many aspects 
of quarrying, there are still 
a few things that require the 
steady hand and patience of a 
seasoned mason.

The Flynt Quarry, which 
shut down in 1940 due to 
competition from modern ma-
chinery, once employed many 
local families. The site even-
tually became the Monson 
Dump, but the legacy of the 
quarry lives on in the town’s 
architecture and the stories of 
the people who worked there.

Granite, known for its 
strength and durability, out-
lasts other materials like con-
crete, making it the preferred 

choice for long-lasting mon-
uments and buildings. How-
ever, Randy pointed out that 
using granite is far more la-
bor-intensive and costly than 
more modern building mate-
rials. “Concrete is easier and 
cheaper, but granite wears 
like iron. It lasts forever,” he 
said.

The Pascale family’s 
work remains a cornerstone of 
Monson’s identity, and their 
story is a testament to the grit 
and perseverance of a family 
that has been shaping stone, 
and shaping the community, 
for over a century. For those 
interested in learning more, 
the Keep Homestead Mu-
seum’s website, keephome-

steadmuseum.org,  offers 
details about upcoming pro-
grams, and the Pascale fam-
ily’s work can be found on 
their Facebook page, where 
they book projects and share 
their craftsmanship with the 
community.

The event provided a fas-
cinating and intimate glimpse 
into the past and present of 
Monson’s granite industry, 
and as Randy Pascale so aptly 
put it, “We’re lucky we can 
still do our work generations 
later.” It’s a sentiment that 
will likely resonate with the 
community for generations to 
come.

PASCALE  ❙  from page 1
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Randy (right) and Joe (left) Pasquale, father and son working 
together in the stone cutting business.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Joe (right) and his son Leo (left) demonstrating how to split a 
rock with shims and wedges.

Ezio Desantis, the famous sculpture tools that were bought by 
a Pasquale family member during a Desantis yard sale.

The Bethany Cemetery Chapel that Ezio Destantis carved from 
materials from the Flynt Quarry.

MONSON—The Keep 
Homestead Museum, located 
at 35 Ely Road in Monson, is 
excited to welcome back tal-
ented actress Sheryl Faye as 
she portrays RUTH BADER 
GINSBURG on Sunday, May 
4 at 1:30 p.m. during our open 
house. 

This immersive 
multi-media one woman per-
formance is the inspiring sto-
ry of Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 
life as a lawyer, professor, 
judge, and Supreme Court 

justice.  She was a leading 
voice for gender equality, 
women’s interests, and civil 
rights.

Sheryl, who has a  Bache-
lor of Fine Arts in acting from 
Emerson College in Boston, 
presents live historical per-
formances that help audienc-
es understand the positive 
impact women have made in 
history.  She portrays women 
whom she admires because of 
their courage, determination, 
strength, and caring.  

This event is funded by a 
grant from the Monson Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
of the Mass. Cultural Councl.  
There is no admission fee; do-
nations are always welcome.  
The museum will be open 
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. with light 
refreshments.  For more in-
formation about the museum 
visit www.keephomestead-
museum.org.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg comes to Keep Homestead
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BRIMFIELD—Braving 
a surprise dusting of snow 
and a brisk spring chill, hun-
dreds of craft beer aficiona-
dos and food lovers gathered 
behind the New England Mo-
tel on Route 20 for the 2nd 
Brimfield Brewfest on Satur-
day, April 12. The festival ran 
from 12 to 4 p.m., showcas-
ing over 40 craft breweries, 
16 home brewers, and more 
than a dozen unique food and 
artisan vendors under three 
expansive, covered pavilions.

Freelance event plan-
ner Matt Skowyra, the cre-
ative force behind the event, 
once again brought together 
brewers, bakers, and bev-
erage-makers for a spirit-
ed afternoon of local flavor 
and community connection. 
Known for organizing events 
like the Made In New En-
gland Artisan Fair and the 
Good Time Family Festival, 
Skowyra has established a 
successful partnership with 
the owners of the New En-
gland Motel, transforming the 
space into a vibrant seasonal 
venue.

“This is about communi-
ty,” said Skowyra. “Absolute-
ly everyone here is awesome, 
but I especially admire the 
creativity and ingenuity of the 
home brewers. I’m so grate-
ful to all the vendors, visitors, 
and the Town of Brimfield for 

making this happen.” Despite 
early morning snow, the mood 
remained festive. One vendor, 
Hop Hollow Bear Soap, cap-
tured the New England spirit 
in a Facebook post just hours 
before the event: “We’re New 
Englanders! We don’t let a 
little rain dictate our precious 
weekend! Find your raincoat, 
grab your Beer Bestie and 
we’ll see you at the Brimfield 
Brewfest.”

The food and artisan sec-
tion of the Brewfest buzzed 
with local entrepreneurs of-
fering everything from gour-
met sauces to freeze-dried 
candy. Bucha Bro’s In Gut 
We Trust, a kombucha com-
pany co-owned by Edward 
Fisher Jr. and Ryan Laurie, 
marked one of their first pub-
lic events since launching 
in October 2024. Alongside 
them, Fisher’s wife, Emma, 
helped pour seasonal brews 
like Cardamom Pear and 
Honey Chamomile. Arctic 
Bites, based in East Hampton, 
Connecticut and founded by 
Lori Chapman, drew curious 
customers with her colorful 
array of freeze-dried treats, 
including puffed Skittles and 
raspberries that transformed 
in texture thanks to her unique 
preparation method.

In the pet-friendly lane, 
Brew Biscuit’s founder Chris 
Yurkus showcased healthy, af-
fordable dog treats made from 
spent brewing grains. He also 
partnered with Illinois-based 
“Shady Cat” to sell cat toys 

infused with catnip. Stur-
bridge Coffee House, run by 
Pia Rogers and her daughters 
Brittany and Claire, attracted 
attention with their new food 
truck and their standout item: 
a creamy, coffee-flavored Ti-
ramisu Mocktini. Fry’d Guys, 
a beloved fried food truck op-
erated by Derek Belisle with 
help from siblings Meg and 
Nate Fortune, satisfied savory 
cravings with their best-sell-
ing Cheeseburger Balls.

Monson-based cookie 
entrepreneur Ray Mengel, 
working alongside her life 
partner known only as “Mr. 
Cookie,” served up her latest 
sensation, “The Pub Cook-
ies,” offering a perfect mix 
of sweet, salty, and crunchy. 
Meanwhile, Lori LeBlanc 
of Wickedly Wild Gourmet 
Sauces celebrated a decade in 
business by sharing her line of 
gluten-free sauces. Her pride 
and joy remains the Wild Tur-
key Bourbon BBQ sauce, the 
very creation that inspired her 
journey. Joan Simpson, cre-
ator of Pig Candy, also cele-
brated a ten-year milestone, 
serving up her signature can-
died bacon glazed with beer-
based reductions from local 
breweries. “It’s so easy to sell 
bacon to drunk people,” she 
joked with a grin.

Kate Lapworth, the cre-
ator of Hop Hollow Bear 
Soap, offered handmade 
soaps crafted with beer as 
the primary liquid ingredi-
ent. Some even used “trub,” 

the nutrient-rich castoffs of 
beer production, believed to 
benefit the skin. Addition-
al food offerings included 
BT’s Smokehouse and Cote’s 
Cooks, a German-inspired 
food truck owned by Isaiah 
Cote serving schnitzel and 
sauerkraut dogs. Rounding 
out the vendor section was 
CoastART, a creative wood-
working booth run by Kevin 
Mocci, offering handmade 
coasters and keychains made 
from salvaged materials.

On the beverage 
front, Brimfield Brew-
fest welcomed an im-
pressive slate of craft 
beer and cider vendors. 
Narragansett Lager, rep-
resented by Regional 
Sales Director Dennis 
Rochford, highlighted 
its legacy as New En-
gland’s oldest brewery, 
while Counterweight 
Brewing’s Jaclyn Gunn 
hinted at celebrations 
for their upcoming eighth 
anniversary. Seven Railroads 
Brewery, represented by bar-
tender Lexie Watts, poured 
a robust Doppelbock and a 
crisp West Coast Pale Ale. 
Spyglass Brewing Compa-
ny’s Erika Anderson recom-
mended their standout Citra 
Singularity IPA, while Nate 
Perry of Incandescent Brew-
ing, who only opened his tap-
room in late March, poured 
alongside his friend Josh Ma-
louin.

Greater Good Imperial 

Brewing’s brand ambassa-
dor Heatherly Rooke show-
cased their popular “Pulp 
Daddy” ale, along with their 
full line of hard seltzers and 
ales. Teirney Batista of Soul 
Purpose Brewing offered up 
their Crush Groove IPA, a 
lighter option at 5% ABV. At 
the Wormtown table, Monson 
town employee Hope Bod-
well brought humor to the 
event, joking, “the town has 
her days, while beer has her 

nights.” Nearby, Jack’s Abby 
Craft Lagers presented their 
seasonal favorite, Porch Fest, 
poured by Cami Gervais.

Carlson Orchards’ cider 
chef, Paul Corrently, served 
both hard and non-alcoholic 
apple ciders, enthusiastically 
recommending the upcoming 
Cider Days Festival in Frank-
lin County for those wanting 
to explore the region’s ci-

der-making heritage. Chris-
tina Carpenter-Zevska repre-
sented Northampton-based 
Progression Brewing Com-
pany, while Pam and Jim 
Spurrell of Lost Towns Brew-
ing served up their popular 
Flannels & Blankets Brown 
Ale, inspired by the history 
and character of local towns. 
Keith Kisslinger of Paradox 
Brewery offered their clean, 
refreshing Pilsner, and Jason 
Vandeusen of In Tolerance 

Brewing shared the col-
orful and fruity “Rain-
bow Raspberry Beer” 
with help from friends 
and family.

As the event 
wrapped up, Skowyra 
reflected on the Brew-
fest’s rapid growth and 
its enthusiastic recep-
tion from the communi-
ty. “We hosted our first 
Brewfest last October, 
and the community has 
embraced it. We hope 

to keep it going every fall and 
spring,” he said.

Whether guests came for 
the hoppy IPAs, fruity kom-
bucha, sizzling schnitzel, or 
handcrafted soap, the Brim-
field Brewfest offered some-
thing for everyone; showcas-
ing not only the talent and 
flavor of local creators but 
the deep-rooted camaraderie 
of a New England town that 
knows how to come together, 
no matter the weather.

Brimfield BrewFest with a Spring Snow

“Bucha Bro’s In Gut We Trust” (from left to right) Emma Fisher, Edward Fisher Jr., and Ryan 
Laurie.

In Tolerance Brewing brought loads of family to help with their table, (from left to right) Rick 
Carter, Laura Van Deusen, Russ Van Deusen, Owner Jason Van Deusen, and Dan Godek.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Brand Ambassador, Teirney Batista, recom-
mending their Crush Groove IPA.

Jaclyn Gunn, one of the brand ambassa-
dors for Counterweight Brewing, showing 
off the two brews they were pouring at 
their table.

Joan Simpson, owner of Pig Candy, 
sells her homemade glazed and 
candied bacon.

Ray Mengel, owner of Cookies by Ray, ran her own cookie 
truck at the brew fest.

Owner, Lori Chapman, of Arctic Bites, poses behind the sign 
proclaiming what she sells.

Sturbridge Coffee House family business, (from left to right) 
Pia, Brittany, and Claire Rogers.

Carlson Orchards personal Cider Chef, Paul Correnty, poured 
alcoholic and nonalcoholic ciders for his table.

Bartender Lexie Watts and Co-owner Rachel Rosenbloom 
of the Seven Railroads Brewery pour two of their brews for 
people.

Fry’d Guys, fried food truck with its workers, (from left to right) 
Derek Belisle (owner) and siblings Meg and Nate Fortune.

Kevin Mocci, owner of CoastART, a series of coaster themed 
art products he produces.

Bunny the Dog supporting 
the local Wormtown Brewery 
with her owner.
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TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Contact Us 
For More Information

    413-544-6600
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to 
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue. 

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 14th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Honor Your Graduate
2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

SPECIAL $55.00Regular Price 
$76.00

Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER—In the sce-
nic hills of Hardwick, where 
tradition meets modernity, 
the women of the Palmer 
Women’s Tuesday Club came 
together for an afternoon 
steeped in friendship, educa-
tion, and a touch of refine-
ment. 

Their destination: the 
Hardwick Vineyard & Win-
ery, a rustic gem nestled at 
3305 Greenwich Road. This 
month’s event, hosted by Su-
san Bussell, marked another 
step in the club’s yearlong 
journey exploring the theme 
of Style: A Journey Through 
Time.

The Palmer Women’s 
Tuesday Club has been a 
cherished fixture of the town 
of Palmer since around 1889. 
With a current roster of 12 
members, the group selects 
an annual theme, then rotates 
hosting duties; each member 
presenting a topic that ties 
into the theme in creative, of-
ten unexpected ways. 

While some meetings 
lean formal, with structured 
presentations and official 
note-taking, others, like this 
one, favor a relaxed and so-
cial approach. Still, club tra-
ditions persist: Nancy Bauer, 
who hosted the last meeting, 
read the previous session’s 
minutes and recorded notes 
from this event, preserving 
the club’s shared history.

Arriving around 12:30 
p.m., the members began the 
afternoon with a casual lunch 
of sandwiches and chips in-
doors, surrounded by the rus-
tic beams and decorations of 
the winery as well as lively 
conversation. Soon after, their 
food was put away and the 
table was adorned with  two 
bountiful platters of cheeses, 
grapes, crackers, dried fruits, 
and nuts, all selected to pair 
with six locally produced 
wines. 

The tasting was led by 
winery employee Kaitlin 
Young, who poured each 
wine while guiding the group 

through flavor profiles, pair-
ing tips, and insights into the 
challenges of winemaking in 
Massachusetts’ unpredictable 
climate.

The tasting began with 
Reservoir White, a dry Ries-
ling made from 100% Ries-
ling grapes sourced from 

New York and Massachu-
setts. Crisp and refreshing, 
it offered notes of citrus and 
stone fruit and was suggested 
to pair especially well with 
dried apricot or a light salad. 
It quickly became a favorite 
among the group.

Next came Lavender 
Lookout, an aromatic white 
with an off-dry finish and a 
subtle infusion of lavender, 
sourced through a partnership 
with Summer Winds Farm in 
Holden. Young described it as 
an elegant spring wine, ideal-
ly served with brie, cheddar 
or honey goat cheese. 

Its floral character 
sparked much discussion at 
the table.

The third wine, Enfield 
Apricot, featured a semi-
sweet white blend laced with 
apricot, making it a fitting 
choice for Easter meals or 
a grilled chicken dinner. Its 
bright, fruity flavor was an-
other crowd-pleaser.

Following that was Hard-
wick Honey, another semi-
sweet white, this one enriched 
with a touch of local honey. 
Its versatile flavor made it 

easy to pair, whether with 
honey-glazed ham, salmon, 
or a range of cheeses from 
sharp cheddar to creamy goat.

The first red of the day 
was Dana Black Cherry, an 
off-dry wine that balanced 
boldness with nuance. Made 
by blending hybrid grapes 
and black cherries, it was best 
suited for more robust dishes 
like duck, pork roast, or other 
game meats.

Finally, the tasting con-
cluded on a sweet note with 
Sweet Strawberry, a dessert 
wine blending white hybrid 
grapes with fresh strawber-
ries. Paired with cheesecake, 
chocolate, or cream puffs, it 
left a lasting impression, es-
pecially when Young suggest-
ed it could be transformed 
into a unique mimosa with 
just a splash of orange juice.

As the tasting progressed, 
Young also offered advice on 
food and wine pairing: al-
ways match the weight of the 
wine to the weight of the dish. 
Light wines suit lighter fare, 
while heavier reds pair better 
with rich, hearty meals. Her 
approachable expertise gave 
the tasting an educational flair 
while keeping the atmosphere 
lively and informal.

While wine was the fo-
cus, the afternoon was ulti-
mately about connection. The 
women laughed, swapped 
stories and soaked in both the 
knowledge and the sunshine. 
The event was a perfect re-
flection of the club’s mission: 
to explore, to learn and to 
grow together.

This year’s Style theme 
will continue with a series 
of creative and thought-pro-
voking sessions, including 
“Styles of Poetry” by Cynthia 
Piechota, “Hearing and Deaf 
Worlds: Different Styles” by 
Deb Christensen, “Stylish or 
Scandalous? Fashions That 
Rocked History” by Nancy 
Bauer, “Shoe Styles Through 
the Ages” by Barbara Larkin, 
and “The Styles and Trends of 

Palmer Women’s Tuesday Club meet up at Hardwick Vineyard & Winery

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

The current members of the Palmer Women’s Tuesday Club barring two who couldn’t make it 
that day. (From left to right) Donna Opper, Cheryl Theofane, Deb Christensen, Nancy Bauer, Susan 
Bussell, Gloria Byrnes, Deborah Thompson, Marie Lamoine, Barbara Larkin, Teresa Abbate.

The Hardwick Winery Employee, Kaitlin Young, who served all of 
the ladies and told them the wines and their pairings.

Stress Reduction” by Donna 
Opper.

The history of women’s 

clubs in America is a power-
ful story of grassroots lead-
ership and quiet revolution. 

Emerging in the mid-19th 
century, these clubs began as 
spaces where women, (large-
ly white, middle-class, and 
Protestant), gathered to read, 
learn, and discuss culture. 

Over time, they evolved 
into major engines of civic re-
form. During the Progressive 
Era, women’s clubs played a 
central role in movements to 
improve public education, es-
tablish libraries, advocate for 
child labor laws, and push for 
women’s suffrage. 

Though often excluded 
from these white-led organi-
zations, Black women formed 
their own robust networks, 
such as the National Asso-
ciation of Colored Women’s 
Clubs, addressing both racial 
and gender injustice. These 
clubs helped women develop 
leadership skills, form po-
litical identities, and leave a 
lasting imprint on American 
society, long before they had 
the right to vote. 

The legacy of these orga-
nizations lives on in modern 
clubs like the Palmer Wom-
en’s Tuesday Club, which 
continue the tradition of 
learning, community service, 
and collective empowerment.

The program for the year, 
proclaiming their theme and 
how to interpret it, designed 
and put together by Deborah 
Thompson.

THREE RIVERS—The 
Massachusetts State Button 
Society’s spring meeting  will 
be hosted by the Monson But-
ton Club on Saturday, May 
3, at the Amvets Post 74 on 
Main St. in Three Rivers, 
MA. from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The public is invited to 
attend the day’s activities 
and to purchase buttons and 
button related items from 9 
a.m. to noon and from 1:30 
p.m.  to 3 p.m.  There will 

be no button sales during the 
break from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
as lunch, a business meeting, 
and program “Dolls – Embel-
lished with Buttons” will take 
place.  

Morning visitors will be 
treated to coffee and refresh-
ments provided by the hosting 
club; bring your own brown 
bag lunch, and dessert will be 
provided. 

There is no admission 
fee, and all are welcome.  

Button Show spring 
meeting May 3

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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port of a variety of commu-
nity organizations and vol-
unteers, including the Santa 
Elves of Palmer, the Palmer 
Lions Club, Demore’s Auto, 
Palmer Boy Scout Troop 64, 
and many other local vol-
unteers. Chiacchia, who has 
overseen the planning and 
execution of the event in re-
cent years, expressed grati-
tude for the collective efforts 
of the community, noting that 
the event could not have hap-
pened without their help.

“Over the years, the 
Palmer Lions Club has 
stepped back, allowing me to 
take full control of the event, 
and it’s been an honor,” Chi-
acchia said. “I couldn’t have 
done it without the help of so 
many volunteers, including 
the Boy Scouts, local busi-

nesses, and Pulaski Park for 
providing us with such a won-
derful space.”

Though the event re-
mains free for all, attendees 
were encouraged to make do-
nations. The funds raised help 
cover the costs of the event 
and contribute to the Palmer 
Lions Club Scholarship Fund, 
which awards scholarships to 
local students. “Every little 
bit helps, and we appreciate 
everyone who donated,” Chi-
acchia added.

As promised, the day’s 
main event was the much-an-
ticipated egg hunt. To accom-
modate as many children as 
possible, the egg hunts were 
divided into two separate time 
slots, each featuring two dis-
tinct age groups.

The first egg hunt ca-
tered to children in the 1-5 
age group and the 6-10 age 
group. While the younger 
children enjoyed a relatively 
simple hunt in a grassy area 
near the pavilion, the older 
kids faced a more challenging 
adventure. Eggs for the older 
children were hidden in more 
creative spots, like tucked un-
der piles of leaves, inside bro-
ken cinder blocks, perched on 
windowsills, and even hidden 

in the rafters of the pavilion.
The second hunt split 

into two age groups: 1-5 and 
6-10. The egg hunt for the 
younger children remained 
in the front grassy area, while 
the older children had their 
turn at the more difficult hunt 
locations.

Golden eggs, which con-
tained special prizes, added 
an extra layer of excitement 
to the hunt. “The golden eggs 
are always a fun surprise 
for the kids,” Chiacchia re-
marked. “It’s great to see their 
faces light up when they find 
one.”

While the kids were busy 
hunting for eggs, parents 
and other family members 
were able to enjoy a variety 
of snacks and treats, cour-
tesy of local businesses and 
volunteers. Demore’s Auto 
stepped in to provide coffee, 
munchkins, and donuts from 
Dunkin’ for those in atten-
dance.

Additionally, PCM Party 
Rentals set up a booth selling 
freshly made cotton candy 
and popcorn for cheap. “It’s 
all about bringing the com-
munity together, and we love 

EGG HUNT  ❙  from page 1

The Lion Club members and volunteers who organized this event. (From left to right) Vinnie 
Placanico, Cheryl Theofane, Mel Chase, Lori Chiacchia, Tami Genholt, and Tabi Genholt.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The Palmer Boy Scout Troop 64, volunteering their time that day to help with the egg hunt.

Adults helping kids find enough eggs to get to their 24 total.

Joziah Martinez, participating in his family’s business, PCM 
Party Rentals, please check out their facebook page for more 
information.

A young boy climbing the counter to get eggs down from the 
rafters in the 6 to 10 age area.

Charvy Andrews and her daughter Ari Andrews posing with 
the Easter Bunny.

Emily Masterson posing with the Easter Bunny.

Kids running around trying to find the most visible eggs before 
they’re gone.

Eggs being found in piles of leaves and underneath counters.

The coffee, donuts, and munchkins table, Demore’s Auto, 
provided for everyone.

An egg hidden in the rafters as someone jumps up to knock it 
down.A young boy finding a secret stash of eggs inside a broken 

cinder block.

EGG HUNT   ❙   page 9
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supporting our people,” said a 
member of PCM Party Rent-
als.

The Easter Bunny was 
also on hand for free photos, 
posing for pictures with chil-
dren and families throughout 
the day. In true Easter spirit, 
the bunny handed out age-ap-
propriate toys and treats, fur-
ther adding to the joy of the 
occasion.

One group that was no-
tably present at the event was 
Palmer Boy Scout Troop 64. 
While Troop Leader Pierre 
Chevalier was unable to attend 
due to work commitments, 
his wife, Erin Chevalier, was 
there to support the troop and 
ensure that everything ran 
smoothly. The scouts, ages 11 
to 17, volunteered their time 
to help set up, manage the egg 
hunts, and assist with various 
other tasks.

Troop 64, which focuses 
on leadership development 
and community service, reg-
ularly participates in local 
events and volunteer efforts. 
“We’re always looking for 
new members,” said Erin 
Chevalier. “If you’re inter-
ested in getting your child 
involved in an amazing pro-
gram, please check out our 
Facebook page, Scouts BSA 
Troop 64 Palmer.”

As the event drew to a 
close, Chiacchia expressed 
her gratitude to everyone in-
volved and shared her hopes 
for next year. “I’m so thankful 
to everyone who volunteered 
their time, donated, and par-
ticipated in this year’s event. 
We hope to make it even big-
ger and better next year.”

The event’s success 
would not have been possi-
ble without the hard work of 
Chiacchia and the many com-
munity members and organi-
zations that helped make it a 
reality. The Palmer Easter-ific 
Egg Hunt continues to serve 
as a testament to the spirit of 
community and collaboration 
that defines Palmer.

For more information 
about future events, dona-
tions, or how to volunteer, 
visit the Palmer Easter-ific 
Egg Hunt Facebook page.

53rd Western 
Massachusetts 
County Correctional 
Officer Academy

SPRINGFIELD—On 
Friday, April 4, the Hamp-
den County Sheriff’s Office 
proudly celebrated the grad-
uation of the 53rd Western 
Massachusetts County Cor-
rectional Officer Academy at 
Western New England Uni-
versity’s Rivers Memorial 
Hall. The ceremony marked 
the successful completion of 
an intensive 13-week train-
ing program designed to pre-
pare recruits for critical roles 

in law enforcement and cor-
rections.

Sheriff Nick Coc-
chi praised the graduating 
class, emphasizing their 
discipline, compassion, and 
commitment to public ser-
vice. “These graduates have 
shown heart and integrity 
from day one,” Sheriff Coc-
chi said. “They’re ready to 
step into these critical roles 
and make a real difference in 
our communities.”

Throughout the course, 
recruits underwent rigor-
ous training at Westover Air 
Reserve Base, where they 
developed essential skills 
in defensive tactics, de-es-
calation techniques, stress 
management, and more. The 

academy also included a 
meaningful community ser-
vice project, where graduates 
helped to beautify public 
spaces in the towns of Bland-
ford and Chester, demon-
strating their commitment 
to serving both inside and 
outside of their professional 
roles.

The ceremony also rec-
ognized outstanding achieve-
ments within the class:

Class Executives:
President: Olivia DePace
Vice President: Dahiana 
Gonzalez
Treasurer: Yanize Quinones
Secretary: Kevin Kelly

Special Honors:
Academic Award: Cameron 

Keating
Physical Fitness Awards:
Male: Miguel Torres
Female: Wanda Carresquillo
Sheriff’s Award: Victor 
Colon-Nieves

“We commend each 
graduate for their dedication, 
perseverance, and passion for 
public service,” said Sheriff 
Cocchi. “Today marks the 
beginning of a new chapter 
in their careers, and we’re 
excited to welcome them to 
our team.”

The Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office congratu-
lates the graduates and looks 
forward to the continued pos-
itive impact they will have on 
their communities.

Submitted photo

Hampden County Sheriffs Department recent graduates.

Hampden County Sheriff ’s
office celebrates recent graduation 
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A wide view of the pavilion as everyone opens their eggs and 
exchanges golden eggs at the toy table.

One of the Boy Scout boys holding a box so people can return 
the egg cases so they can be recycled and reused again po-
tentially next year.

The table where you can 
exchange a golden egg for a 
toy of your choosing.
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

24/7 Emergency Service
(413) 374-1322

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

elder care.
Reverend Chris is 

the current leader be-
hind Building Bridges. 
He is a reverend from an 
Episcopalian church in 
Northampton. The idea 
for Building Bridges came 
from a bishop who once 
worked near West Point 
Military Academy in New 
York. The bishop served 
many young cadets and 
believed that if the cadets 
needed support, then vet-
erans certainly did as well. 
He brought the idea back to 
Reverend Chris, who has 
since helped it grow.

Building Bridges 
began in Northampton 
ten years ago. The pro-
gram started with outdoor 
preaching, often to home-
less people and homeless 
veterans. The idea of hold-
ing lunches and creating 
community spaces came 
later. Reverend Chris be-
lieves that sharing food is 
an important way to bring 
people together. He said, 
“Jesus brought people to-
gether with food and that is 
what we will do too.”

Building Bridges now 
has locations in Northamp-
ton, Greenfield, Chicop-
ee, and Palmer. They also 
have two locations in New 
Hampshire, one in Ver-
mont, several in Eastern 
Massachusetts, and are 
currently in the process 
of opening one in Rhode 
Island. All of this is made 
possible through donations. 
Reverend Chris explained 
that donations are always 
appreciated but never re-
quired. The donations help 
cover the cost of activities, 
and when there is a surplus, 
it helps them open new lo-
cations. “There is more 
demand than supply these 
days,” he said.

Currently, Building 
Bridges serves fourteen 
communities and is always 
looking to help more. Rev-
erend Chris said, “Building 
Bridges is about you, and 
how you can build bridges 
within your community. 
Enabling a space and time 
to organize a place to en-
gage in healing between 
fellow veterans.” He also 
emphasized that “Tina’s 
leadership and the local 
volunteers is what made 
this happen… Building 

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

EASTER TURKEYS

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW
 

14 to 18 lbs. 

TAKING ORDERS

through April 18 

pickup April 18-19

more details on  

LibertyTurkeys.com 
cash only

Call or text 

413-426-6636 
to reserve

———————
—————

THANKSGIVING REVIEW

“Hi Paul, she was great! Lots of plump 

meat and just enough fat to help prevent 

her from drying out. We will be having 

leftovers for a very long time.”

— Beth from Belchertown

———————
—————

———————
—————

HAND FED, PASTURE RAISED 

No added salt or additives 

Raised on a Ludlow farm, our turkeys run 

freely, hand fed on healthful grains and 

extra vegetables. Minimally processed, they 

have more meat, less water, and extra taste 

found only in tradition. No antibiotics, animal 

by‑products, hormones, or additives are used. 

IDEAL FOR RESTRICTED DIETS!

— Jeanette & Paul Johnson

COOKS 30% FASTER 

than commerical birds

LUDLOW – PV Finan-
cial Group is thrilled to an-
nounce the launch of its 8th 
annual Plan With A Purpose 
Scholarship, dedicated to 
Ludlow, Belchertown, Wil-
braham and Pathfinder Tech 
graduating seniors. This year, 
PV Financial will award a 
scholarship of $2,000 to each 
town’s recipient.

At PV Financial, the phi-
losophy is centered around 
the belief that one does good 
by doing good. They measure 
their success not by trans-
actions, but by the positive 
impact they have on people’s 
lives. The Plan with a Purpose 
Scholarship aims to recognize 
a graduating senior who is ac-

tively planning a purposeful 
future, utilizing their academ-
ic achievements to make a 
meaningful difference in their 
community.

“We are seeking students 
with compelling narratives, 
showcasing how they intend 
to leverage their academic 
pursuits to effect change and 
become integral community 
members,” says Managing 
Partner Ed Sokolowski. “We 
are privileged to invest in 
their future and ongoing suc-
cess as they embark on their 
college journey.”

Applications for Ludlow, 
Belchertown, and Pathfinder 
seniors remains open until 
May 1, 2025. Interested stu-

dents are encouraged to in-
quire at their local Guidance 
Departments for application 
details.

If you would like to learn 
more about PV Financial 
Group or wish to locate and 
speak with an experienced 
advisor to help develop and 
cultivate your financial goals, 
please visit www.pvfinancial.
com or call (413) 589-1500. 
Securities and advisory ser-
vices offered through Com-
monwealth Financial Net-
work®, Member FINRA/
SIPC, a Registered Invest-
ment Adviser. PV Financial 
Group is located at 535 East 
Street, Ludlow, MA 01056.

VETERANS 
❙  from page 1PV Financial Group unveils 8th Annual 

Plan with a Purpose Scholarship

Tina Brohman giving a speech on how the event came together 
to the gathered group.

Reverend Chris giving the background of Building Bridges to 
the crowd.

People enjoyed the lunch and the company.

There was quite the crowd who joined for lunch.

Bridges helps just enable it but 
the heart is the local commu-
nities that push our program.”

For more information, 

visit their Facebook page: 
Building Bridges for Veter-
ans.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

The people who made this event happen. (from left to right) Mike Matthews, Reverend Chris, 
Tina Brohman, Tony Silva, and John Sasur.

PALMER—Hey 1975 
PHS classmates! It’s time 
to reconnect reminisce and 
make new memories.

Come catch up with old 
friends, share stories and cel-
ebrate the journey we’ve all 
been on since graduation.

We are planning a fall 

reunion. The venue is yet to 
be determined according to 
response.

Email Cindy at: CCo-
lburn172@comcast.net or 
visit our Facebook page at: 
Palmer High Class of 75 Re-
union Page

PHS Class of 1975 ReunionNOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—
The Pathfinder Tech and 
Belchertown softball teams 
are both hoping to finish in 
first place in the Tri-Coun-
ty League standings this 
spring.

Belchertown, who 
scored five runs in the sec-
ond inning, defeated the 
Lady Pioneers, 7-2, at home 
on a sunny and cool after-
noon, last Wednesday.

“We’re hoping to con-
tend for the league title this 
year, so this is a very excit-
ing win for us against one 
of our biggest rivals,” said 
Belchertown head coach 
Michael Lafayette. “We 
lost both games we played 
against Pathfinder last year.

The Lady Orioles (1-

1) began the regular season 
with a 7-5 non-league home 
loss to Monson on April 2.

Pathfinder Tech, who 
played their season opener 
versus Belchertown, won 
both meetings a year ago by 

the final scores of 13-5 and 
11-7.

“We were a little bit 
rusty in today’s game,” said 
first-year Pathfinder Tech 
head coach Phil Gallo. 

Orioles score opening 
win over Pioneers

MONSON – Last 
Wednesday afternoon, Mon-
son boys lacrosse, which 
co-ops with Pathfinder Tech, 
fell at home to Granby 12-2. 
Monson suffered its fourth 
loss of the season without a 

win. The Mustangs search 
for their first win in their 
next matchup on April 18 at 
home against Northampton at 
5 p.m. They host Central on 
Apr. 22 at 4 p.m.

Offense struggles 
in fourth loss

The Mustangs attempt to recover a ball on defense.

Talon Clarke emerges with 
the ball.

Tyler Rodrigues goes for the 
goal.

Brennan Pederson makes a 
pass.

Players on both 
teams go after a 
loose ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Goalie Riley Hurst goes low for a save.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kendra Burke winds and fires to the plate.

Aubrey Ortiz fires a throw home.

SOFTBALL BASEBALL

HOLYOKE – Last 
Friday, the Palmer High 
School softball team 
defeated Holyoke 8-5 
thanks to a five-run 
fourth inning. Holyoke 
rallied with runs in the 
sixth and seventh, but it 
was not enough to make 
the comeback. Abigail 
Lee had two hits and an 
RBI in the matchup while 
Brookelyn Peloquin had 
a pair of hits and two 
runs scored. Kylie Blaha 
had a hit and run scored 
for Holyoke. Marialis 
Camacho reached base 
twice with walks for the 
Knights.

Palmer 
softball 

bests 
Holyoke

Avigail Lee sends a throw 
across the diamond.

Ava Swist catches an out at first. Anna King makes the long 
throw to first.

Amhia McElreavy slides in to second.

Jayda Pardo 
delivers a 
pitch for the 
Panthers.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Palmer 
falls at 
home

PALMER – Last Thurs-
day evening, Palmer High 
School baseball fell 14-2 
against Ware. The Panthers 
are now 1-5 on the season.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Matt Santos fields a 
grounder.

Liam McKee makes a 
throw to first.

Sebastian 
Mayberry 
delivers a 

pitch.

PATHFINDER   ❙   page 12
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Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Avigail Lee
Palmer

In Palmer’s win over Holyoke last Friday, Lee con-
tributed a pair of hits for the Panthers.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, con-
tact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 
413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gsci-
belli@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bogey Doubles

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The Bogey Doubles on Mon-
day nights met for the first 
time in April as the season is 
about to end. 

During the second round 
of matches, the team of Clau-
son & Santora bowled against 
Renaud & Ward. In game 
one, Renaud & Ward defeated 
Clauson & Santora by a score 
of 307-255. Steve Renaud Sr. 
started the match with a 135 
and his partner Tina Ward 
bowled 126. 

In game two, Renaud & 
Ward won again by a score 
of 254-243. Both Renaud & 
Ward slowed down in game 
two with scores of 94 and 
114, but it was enough to win. 

In game three, Clauson & 
Santora won the last game by 
a score of 265-260. Gary San-
tora bowled a 120 to help his 
team win one game. The final 
score was 821-763 in favor of 
Renaud & Ward. 

Next match was Murphy 
& Kenneson bowled against 
Pellett & Nester. In game one, 

Murphy & Kenneson won by 
just three pins, 249-246. In 
game two, both teams tied at 
264. In game three, the two 
teams tied again by scoring 
245 each. Murphy & Kenne-
son held on to a three-point 
lead and won total pinfall, 
758-755. 

Gauthier & Clough 
bowled against Mondor & 
Brayton. In game one, Gauth-
ier & Clough won by a score 
of 258-251. Dan “Shoe” 
Gauthier bowled 114 to get 
the first game victory. 

In game two, Mondor 
& Brayton won by a score 
of 260-254. Jesse Mondor 
bowled a 105 to help win 
game two for his team. In 
game three, Mondor & Bray-
ton won again by a score of 
267-245. Mondor broke the 
century mark again with a 
102. 

The final score was 778-
757 in favor of Mondor & 
Brayton. 

Aaron Halbedel & Aaron 
Fontaine bowled against Tala-
mini & Gravel. In game one, 
Talamini & Gravel won by a 
score of 264-252. The high 
game was bowled by Aaron 
Fontaine with 128. 

In game two, Talamini & 

Gravel won again by a score 
of 275-240. In game three, Ta-
lamini & Gravel won the last 
game for a three-game sweep 
over Halbedel & Fontaine, 
800-739. In the first match, 
Fontaine scored a series of 
410; this round he scored 126, 
102 and 107 for 337. 

Sandman & Marvin 
bowled against Rando & Mac-
Dougall. In game one, Rando 
& MacDougall won the first 
game by a score of 277-274. 
Duncan MacDougall began 
the match with 120. 

In game two, Sandman 
& Marvin won by a score 
of 277-270. Luke Marvin 
bowled his own 120 game to 
get his team the win. Mac-
Dougall slowed down in 
game two and bowled 106. 

In game three, Sandman 
& Marvin won by a score of 
279-261. Marvin finished 
with 121 and a series of 347. 
His teammate, Travis Sand-
man, had a series of 321. 
MacDougall had a series of 
324 in a losing effort. 

The final score was 830-
808 in favor of Sandman & 
Marvin. The Monday Dou-
bles at Bogey Lanes will con-
clude in four weeks. 

“They just made the plays, 
and we didn’t.”

The winning pitcher in 
last Wednesday’s contest 
was Belchertown freshman 
righthander Madeline Wil-
liams. It was also her first ca-
reer varsity victory.

“It’s very special to win 
my first varsity softball game 
today” Williams said. “We 
played very well as a team. I 
was a lot more nervous in our 
first game of the season.”   

Williams allowed two 
runs on just three hits, which 
were all singles, with six 
walks and seven strikeouts 
against the Lady Pioneers.

“I’ve been coaching 
Madeline since she played 
softball at the youth level. She 
pitched very well in today’s 
game,” Lafayette said. “She’s 
a very consistent pitcher who 
always throws strikes. We 
also have a solid defense be-
hind her.” 

The Lady Pioneers man-

aged to take a 1-0 lead with 
one-out in the top of the first 
inning.

Junior catcher Emily 
McNeaney reached first base 
following a walk. Then senior 
centerfielder Greenly Lagi-
moniere grounded a single 
between the shortstop and the 
third baseman into left field. 
Senior third baseman Lianna 
Carrasquillo drove home the 
game’s first run by hitting a 
line-drive single into right 
field. Williams retired the 
next two batters on a strikeout 
and flyball ending the Lady 
Pioneers rally. 

After Pathfinder Tech 
stranded another runner in 
scoring position in the top of 
the second, the home team 
scored five runs in the bot-
tom half of the frame against 
senior righty Kendra Burke, 
who didn’t get very much 
support from her defense. 

Sophomore leftfielder 
Sophia Mitus (2-for-3), who 

leadoff the inning with an 
infield hit, scored the tying 
run on a wild pitch. The ball 
bounced back to McNeaney 
off the backstop and Mitus 
slid into homeplate just before 
being tagged. Senior second 
baseman Valerie Williams, 
who walked, also scored the 
go-ahead run on another wild 
pitch. The Lady Orioles final 
three runs of the frame scored 
following throwing errors. 
Belchertown’s only other hit 

during the second inning was 
a bunt single by senior first 
baseman Vivian Ross.  

“We just capitalized on 
their mistakes in the sec-
ond inning,” Lafayette said. 
“We’re also aggressive on the 
bases.”  

Burke, who has record-
ed more than 750 K’s during 
her varsity career, allowed 
seven runs on just four base 
hits. She walked four and had 
eight strikeouts.

With one-out in the third 
inning, Mitus delivered an 
RBI single to center giving 
the home team a 6-1 advan-
tage.

Ross led off the fourth 
with a walk before stealing 
both second and third. She 
scored the Lady Orioles fi-
nal run when sophomore 
third baseman Emily Waller 
grounded out to the second 
baseman.

Overall, Belchertown 
stole eleven bases in the home 
win.

The Lady Pioneers 
scored an unearned run in the 
fifth with the help of a couple 
of fielding errors.

The two league rivals are 
scheduled to meet for the sec-
ond time at Pathfinder Tech at 
3:30 p.m. on April 29.

Candlepin League News

READING, PA  – The 
Worcester Railers HC (34-
29-76pts) fall to the Reading 
Royals (32-29-9-2, 75pts), on 
Friday night in shootout loss by 
a final score of 4-3 in front of a 
crowd of 3,509 at the Santand-
er Arena. The Railers are back 
on the ice next at the Santander 
Arena on Friday, April 11th at 
7:00 p.m. EST.

Reading quickly got on 
the board and made it a 3-0 
game before the end of the first 
off the sticks of Matt Miller (1-
0-1), Shane Sellar (1-0-1) and 
Mason Primeau (1-0-1). The 
Railers finally netted one off 
the stick of Anthony Repaci 
(2-0-2) about halfway through 
the game. Lincoln Hatten (1-
0-1) and Repaci each tacked 
on goals in the third to tie the 
game up 3-3. As neither team 
scored in OT, the game went to 
a shootout where Matt Brown 
potted the only goal to give 
the Royals a 4-3 shootout win 
over the Railers. The loss for 

Worcester forces a winner-take-
all game on Saturday night for 
the fourth and final playoff spot 
in the North Division.

The Royals got to work 
quickly with a goal from Matt 
Miller (14) just 11 seconds af-
ter puck drop giving the Roy-
als a 1-0 lead over the Railers. 
Reading added to their lead off 
the goal from Shane Sellar (12) 
on a busy scrum out in front 
of the net of Michael Bullion 
in net for Worcester 7:32 into 
the first period. Mason Primeau 
(12) deflected a point-shot off 
of his skates on the power-play 
to give Reading a 3-0 lead over 
Worcester 16:42 into the first 
period.

The first action of the sec-
ond period came from Railers 
captain Anthony Repaci (28) 
who found the back of the net 
9:57 into the second period 
making it a 3-1 game. His goal 
came from a one-timer on the 
power play atop the right circle. 
The Railers outshot Reading 

9-7 in the second period while 
Reading lead in shots overall 
23-17.

Lincoln Hatten (9) got the 
third period started with a goal 
on a broken play out in front, 
finishing off a puck from Tan-
ner Schachle and Connor Welsh 
to get back within one. Antho-
ny Repaci (29) banged home a 
goal past Keith Petruzzelli in 
net for Reading on the coat-
tails of Cole Donhauser rush-
ing the puck into the attacking 
zone and brought Worcester all 
the way back with his second 
goal of the night. 60 minutes 
of hockey wasn’t enough as 
the game headed into overtime. 
Bullion and Petruzzelli each 
made five saves in the overtime 
period as neither team could 
score in OT. Royals forward 
Matt Brown scored the lone 
goal in the bottom of the first 
round of the shootout to hand 
the Railers the 4-3 loss.

W I L K E S - B A R R E , 
PA  — The  Springfield 
Thunderbirds (34-30-2-4) 
could not get their offense 
in rhythm in a 4-1 loss to the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Pen-
guins, who rebranded as the 
Carbondale UFOs (38-22-7-
1) on Saturday night inside 
Mohegan Arena at Casey 
Plaza.

In his AHL debut, 
rookie forward Jacob Hud-
son could not have 
dreamt of a bet-
ter script for his 
first shift with the 
T-Birds just 1:45 into 
the contest. He jumped 
on the ice, picked off the 
puck from fellow rookie 
Harrison Brunicke at the 
Penguin line, and snapped 
a perfect wrist shot past the 
glove of Joel Blomqvist to 
give Springfield the 1-0 ad-
vantage.

From that point for-
ward, though, the Penguins, 
rebranded on this night as 
the Carbondale UFOs, kept 
the pressure on inside the 
Springfield defensive zone. 
At 13:32, Tristan Broz broke 
through on an odd-man rush, 
taking a beautiful drop pass 

from Sam Poulin and beating 
Colten Ellis to tie the game. 
The rookie's 19th goal of the 
year turned out to be just the 
first of two in a 20-second 
blitz for the UFOs, as fel-
low ookie Nolan Renwick 
cashed in for his first pro 
tally at the goal crease fol-
lowing a center- ing pass 
f r o m 

C h a s e St i l lman 
at 13:52.   The two strikes 
gave the home team the 2-1 
lead heading into intermis-
sion. 

Ellis continued to be the 
busiest man on the ice in the 
second period. The T-Bird 
netminder saw his save to-
tal rise to 30 through just 
40 minutes of game action. 
Among his best work in the 
period were splendid close-

in shots from Emil Bem-
strom and Broz.

Offense continued to be 
hard to find for the visitors, 
and the UFOs eventually 
added to their lead at 16:44, 
just seconds after a power 
play had concluded. Owen 
Pickering sent the puck to 
the back door from the right 
circle, where Atley Calvert 
wedged it through Ellis to 
extend the lead to 3-1. 

The story did 
not change much 
in the third, as 

W i l k e s - B a r r e /
Scranton continued 

outpacing Springfield 
in the shot department, 
finishing the night with a 
44-23 advantage in shot 
attempts. Ellis's terrific 

night would not be enough 
despite his 40-save effort. 
Bemstrom sealed the night 
with his 22nd of the season 
into an empty net with 1:31 
remaining. 

Springfield returns 
home to close the regular 
season for a two-game set 
against the Charlotte Check-
ers at the Thunderdome next 
Friday and Saturday.

Railers drop decision to Royals

T-Birds offense 
falters in loss to Penguins

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Lianna Carrasquillo fields a throw to third. Isabella Nompleggi gets an out at first.
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State Committee races also bring out voters
By Douglas FarmerStaff Writer

REGION — Voters came out in 

larger-than-average numbers in  the 

region for the Presidential Primary 

Election and both national and state 

races on the ballots seemed to garner 

signifi cant interest.As he did in several other states 

on the so-called “Super Tuesday” of 

the primary season, Donald Trump 

far outpaced his competitors on the

Republican ticket for p i
even tho

Church Parish Center. “We’re not affi liated with any 

campaign, but we just decided to do 

this ourselves,” said Sexton. “I really 

like what Bernie has to say about tax 

reforms and foreign policy. He’s been 

calling things out that people don’t 

want to talk about, but should.”
Elsewhere, races for State Com-

mittee Man and Woman on the Re-

publican and Democratic ballots also 

brought out their supporters to polling 

locations throughout the region.
Turnout was reported steady in 

Palmer, with 2,983 of 11,091 – or j
under 27 percent far i i

PRIMARY

✓✓ FUNDRAISER

Sanctuary taking root throughfoundationFundraiser forpreservation efforts March 12
B

Trump, Sanders win big in Journal towns

Making their choices count

It’s easier than ever to SUBSCRIBE to your hometown paper.
Visit journalregister.turley.com and click on SUBSCRIPTIONS!

You can also browse our archives, submit your news and view our facebook feed all from the same page!

$35/Year | $40 Out-of-State
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Journal Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Mustangs 
can’t keep up 
with Pacers

CHICOPEE – Last 
Wednesday evening, Chicop-
ee scored 12 goals in the first 
half and rode the offensive 
momentum to a 16-2 win over 

Monson. Nevaeh Chiacchia 
had the lone two goals for the 
Mustangs. Monson is now 
1-3 on the regular season.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Elliana Garneau picks up a loose ball.

Nevaeh Chiacchia go after a ball in the air.

Claire Wahlund attempts to make a recovery on defense.

Lyla Strycharz passes up the field.Sedona Arbour hustles up the field.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame is pleased to announce 
the completion of its Board 
of Governors reconfigura-
tion to include the addition 
of Ms. Sheila Johnson, Ms. 
Cynthia (“Cynt”) Marshall, 
and Hall of Fame Coach 
Tara VanDerveer, bringing 
the Board of Governors to its 
maximum of 23 leadership 
positions. 

The Naismith Hall of 
Fame is in the best financial 
condition since its inception 
in 1959, and continues to 
grow, along with basketball, 
in significance to constitu-
encies within and outside of 
the game. The Hall’s Board 
reconfiguration is designed to 
leverage this strong position 
to further enhance the organi-
zation’s business plan, global 
reach, and positive impact. 

The Naismith Hall’s 
three newest Governors are 
powerhouses in business and 
basketball. 

Sheila  Johnson  joins the 
Board with a wealth of exper-
tise and experience, including 
at the intersection of tour-
ism and hospitality, sports, 
arts and entertainment, and 
philanthropy. Johnson  is the 
founder and CEO of Sala-
mander Collection, a grow-
ing luxury hotel company, 
which includes Salamander 
Middleburg – one of only 
five properties in the U.S. to 
earn separate Forbes Travel 

Guide Five-Star Awards for 
its accommodations, restau-
rant, and spa. As a Partner 
of Monumental Sports and 
Entertainment,  Johnson  is 
an owner of three Washing-
ton, DC professional sports 
teams: the Wizards, Mystics, 
and Capitals. Among  John-
son’s other leadership roles 
include:  board member of 
the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences; College 
of Performing Arts at The 
New School; Trust for the 
National Mall; The Metro-
politan Opera; Jackie Rob-
inson Foundation; Simon & 
Schuster Publishing Advisory 
Board, and founder and chair 
of the Middleburg Film Festi-
val. In partnership with James 
Beard Award-winning Chef 
and Restaurateur Kwame 
Onwuachi, she founded the 
Family Reunion – a celebra-
tion of culinary excellence 
and diversity in the hospital-
ity community.  On her elec-
tion to the Naismith Basket-
ball Hall of Fame Board of 
Governors,  Johnson  stated: 
“I look forward to helping to 
elevate and broaden the pos-
itive reach of this important 
organization in its many fac-
ets – from sports museum, to 
cultural institution, to com-
munity and leadership build-
er, and more.”

Cynt Marshall brings 
visionary leadership and 
mastery in creating positive 
cultural transformation in 

organizations through a peo-
ple-centered approach. Mar-
shall is the founder and CEO 
of Marshalling Resources, a 
premier consulting firm fo-
cused on leadership and or-
ganizational development. 
Marshall served as CEO of 
the Dallas Mavericks from 
March 2018 through Decem-
ber 2024, and previously as 
a leader in operations, legis-
lative affairs, and human re-
sources at AT&T, where her 
roles included president of 
AT&T’s North Carolina di-
vision, and senior vice pres-
ident of human resources 
and chief diversity officer. At 
both organizations, Marshall 
spearheaded transformational 
work to improve operational 
effectiveness, organizational 
culture, and employee and 
stakeholder engagement – in 
the case of AT&T, helping 
the company for the first time 
ever reach Fortune’s 100 Best 
Companies to Work For list 

(one of only two Fortune 50 
companies on that list). Mar-
shall, who serves on sever-
al corporate and nonprofit 
boards, reflected on her new-
est Governor role: “I am de-
lighted to join the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
Board at this momentous time 
in the organization’s and bas-
ketball’s history. I am excited 
to get to work to help deepen 
the Hall’s connections to the 
many audiences basketball 
touches. The opportunities 
are boundless.”

Tara VanDerveer joins 
the Naismith Hall of Fame 
Board – herself a 2011 in-
ductee. VanDerveer retired 
as the winningest coach in 
NCAA Division I history, 
and enjoyed an unprecedent-
ed level of success through 
an energetic and positive 
approach to the game, and 
through genuine and lasting 
connection to her players. As 
National Coach of the Year 

five times over three decades, 
and 18-time Pac-12 Coach 
of the Year, VanDerveer ac-
cumulated an impressive 
1,216-271  (.818) record in 
her 45  years as a collegiate 
head coach (Stanford, Ohio 
State, Idaho), and a  1,064-
220 (.829) record over 38 sea-
sons at Stanford. Since retir-
ing from her coaching career 
in 2024, VanDerveer now 
serves as Special Adviser 
to the Athletic Director at 
Stanford University. An am-
bassador for the sport, and 
now teaching a Masterclass 
for Continuing Education at 
Stanford, Coach VanDerveer 
is poised to add tremendous 
perspective and leadership to 
the Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame. “I am honored to 
serve on the Naismith Hall of 
Fame Board of Governors,” 
VanDerveer reflected.  “It is 

an opportunity for me to give 
back to the game that has giv-
en so much to me.”

Chairman Jerry Colange-
lo remarked on the addition of 
these three new Governors: “I 
could not be more proud and 
grateful to welcome Shei-
la Johnson, Cynt Marshall, 
and Tara VanDerveer to the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame Board of Governors. 
I have long admired each’s 
tremendous accomplishments 
and ability to lead any organi-
zation they have been involved 
with to the highest levels of 
achievement, with integrity 
and universal acclaim. Sheila, 
Cynt, and Tara epitomize the 
leadership we need to take the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame to its next level at a time 
we are poised for significant 
growth.”

HoopHall announces new governors

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379
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Monson Police 
Department

The Monson Police Depart-
ment reported 314 incidents 
and arrests on its logs from 
March 23 through April 5.

Sunday, March 23
5:27 p.m. – Ryan Mo-

chon, 37, of 19 Harrison 
Ave, Monson, was arrested 
on charges of a subsequent 
offense of operating without 
a license, unregistered mo-
tor vehicle and no inspection 
sticker after a motor vehicle 
stop. 

Monday, March 24
9:15 a.m. – William Os-

good III, 35, of 48 Greenwich 
Road, East Longmeadow, 
was arrested on charges of 
negligent operation of a mo-
tor vehicle, leaving the scene 
of property damage and a 
marked lanes violation after 
officers responded to a traffic 
incident/crash. 

12:44 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call. 

Tuesday, March 25
1:54 p.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a traffic incident/
crash.

4:51 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call. 

8:59 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call. 

11:22 p.m. – Lance 
Hopkins, 33, of 87 May Hill 
Road, Monson, was arrested 
on charges of operating with a 
suspended license and using a 
motor vehicle without author-
ity after officers responded to 
a report of a theft/larceny in 
progress.

Wednesday, March 26
7:46 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

10:01 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

11:04 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

2:15 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

6:18 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an urgent wellbe-
ing check. 

7:08 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a traffic incident/
crash. 

Thursday, March 27
11:35 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

2:34 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a traffic incident/
crash.

Friday, March 28 
2:58 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

7:09 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a missing/run-
ning/found person report.

Saturday, March 29
6:51 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

5:33 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call.

11:23 p.m. – Ben-
jamin Kuca, 25, of 122 
West Main Street, Stafford 
Springs Conn., was arrested 
on charges of operating un-
der the influence of alcohol, 
negligent operation of a mo-
tor vehicle, possession of an 
open container of alcohol in 
a motor vehicle, unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle 
and speeding. Officers con-
ducted a motor vehicle stop 
and a suspect was arrested 
and charged accordingly. 

Sunday, March 30
12:14 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

1:14 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

3:31 p.m. – Officers 
responded to a report of a 
breaking and entering/bur-
glary in progress.

5:09 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

Monday, March 30
6:32 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

9:38 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to DART team fol-

low up. 
9:46 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

9:50 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

11:25 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a traffic incident/
crash. 

11:28 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call.

6:58 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

Tuesday, April 1
6:22 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

3 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a traffic incident/
crash.

3:03 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a traffic incident/
crash. 

3:11 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call. 

9:29 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a domestic distur-
bance in progress.

9:30 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a domestic distur-
bance in progress.

Wednesday, April 2
2:47 p.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a disturbance/nui-
sance in progress. 

5:11 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a breaking and 
entering/burglary call. 

6:34 p.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

7:32 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a traffic incident/
crash. 

Thursday, April 3
1:59 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency. 

7:07 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

9:03 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a disturbance/nui-
sance in progress. 

10:03 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

11:39 a.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a DART team fol-
low up. 

1:46 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to a fraud/deception 
report.

3:37 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call. 

Friday, April 4
11:35 a.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a medical emer-
gency.

5:03 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid call. 

Saturday, April 5
1:19 p.m. – Officers re-

sponded to a traffic incident/
crash.

7:46 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to an EMS mutual 
aid request.

Palmer Police 
Department

The Palmer Police Depart-
ment reported 178 incidents 

on its logs from April 1 
through April 8.

 
Tuesday, April 1

6:30 a.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Peterson Road for 
a report of an accident with 
property damage. 

9:45 a.m. – An officer 
took a report of an incident of 
larceny. 

10:59 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Main Street and 
State Street for report of a 
motor vehicle violation.

11:30 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Main Street for 
a report of a motor vehicle vi-
olation.

1:55 p.m. – Officers re-
sponded to Boston Road to 

assist another agency.
2:33 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a Main Street 
business for a report of a mo-
tor vehicle violation.

4:07 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Main Steet and 
State Steet for a report of a 
motor vehicle violation. 

4:41 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Church Street 
for a report of a motor vehicle 
violation. 

5:39 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of fraud.

7:39 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Peterson Road 
for a report of an animal com-
plaint. 

10:38 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Baptist Hill 
Road for a report of a suspi-
cious person.

10:47 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Shearer Street 
for a report of an animal com-
plaint.

Wednesday, April 2
12:52 p.m. – An officer 

responded to Park Street busi-
ness for a report of a breaking 
and entering into a motor ve-
hicle. 

8:26 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Sykes Stret for 
a report of hazardous condi-
tions.

8:34 a.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Palmer Road and 
Front Street to assist another 
agency. 

9:50 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Anderson Road 
for a report of an animal com-
plaint. 

11:04 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Main Street for 
a report of a medical emer-
gency with injuries. 

11:09 a.m. – An officer 
responded to mt Dumplin 
Road for a report of a suspi-
cious person. 

2:16 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of a harassment 
incident. 

3:28 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a Springfield 
Street business for a report of 
hazardous conditions.

3:57 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Ware Street and 
High Street for a report of an 
accident with injuries. 

5:35 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Springfield Street 
for a report of a weapons vi-
olation. 

7:30 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Breckenridge 
Street for a report of a forest/
brush fire.

Thursday, April 3
7:35 a.m. – An officer 

responded to Main Street for 

a report of an accident with 
property damage. 

8:36 a.m. – An officer 
took a report of a missing per-
son from a Park Street busi-
ness.

8:37 a.m. – An officer 
took a report of harassment.

10:30 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a Wilbraham 
Street business for a report of 
a motor vehicle violation. 

2:04 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to the Mass Turnpike 
for a report of an accident 
with personal injury. 

5:06 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a Park Street 
business for a report of a sus-
picious person.

5:23 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Bumstead Road 
for an animal complaint.  

Friday, April 4
1:20 a.m. – An officer 

responded to Maple Terrace 
for a report of a disturbance/
loud noise. Enrico Pance, 57, 
of 4048 High Street, Thornd-
ike, was arrested on operating 
under the influence of alco-
hol. 4:15 a.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Cherry Street for a 
mutual aid request. 

7:36 a.m. – An officer re-
sponded to a State Street busi-
ness for an animal complaint. 

8:04 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Three Rivers 
Road for a report of hazard-
ous conditions.

9:14 a.m. – An officer re-
sponded to State Street for an 
animal complaint.

10:22 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Wright Street 
for a report of vandalism.

12:28 p.m. – An officer 

responded to Peterson Road 
for a report of a medical 
emergency with injuries.

12:33 p.m. – An officer 
responded to State Street for 
an animal complaint.

11:26 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Pleasant Street 
for a report of a hit and run 
accident.

Saturday, April 5
2:50 p.m. – An officer re-

sponded to a report of an ani-
mal complaint.

11:16 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a report mutual 
aid request for a report of a 
fire.

11:35 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Elisabeth Street 
for a report of harassment. 

1:05 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to High Street for a 
report of fraud.

 3:32 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a mutual aid re-
quest for medical assistance.

7:42 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street business for a report of 
disorderly conduct.

Sunday, April 6
9:50 a.m. – An officer re-

sponded to a report of an ani-
mal complaint.

10:23 a.m. – An officer 
responded to report of an ani-
mal complaint.

11:53 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Church Street 
for a report of a structure fire. 

4:21 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to a Thorndike Street 
business for a report of suspi-
cious person.

4:46 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Church Street 

for a report of a motor vehi-
cle violation. Chelsea Lopes, 
26, of 128 South High Street, 
Bondsville, was arrested on 
operating a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license and 
unlicensed operation of a mo-
tor vehicle. 

4:49 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to a Thorndike Street 
business for a report of a sus-
picious person. 

5:29 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Laurel Road for a 
report of a threat. 

8:53 p.m. – An officer 
responded to St John Street 
for a report of an animal com-
plaint. 

9:36 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Palmer Road for a 
report of a disturbance. 

Monday, April 7
5:57 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a motor vehi-
cle stop. David Brewster, 
28, of 9D Crawford Street, 
Bondsville, was charged with 
speeding and a passing viola-
tion as well as on a warrant. 

7:57 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a mutual assist 
call. 

12:27 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a Breckenridge 
Street business for a report 
of an accident with property 
damage.

1:16 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Laurel Street for a 
report of fraud. 

1:56 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Bridge Street and 
Main Street for a report of an 
accident with person injuries.

7:12 p.m. – An officer re-
sponded to Allen Street for a 
report of fraud. 

Police/Fire

POLICE LOGS FIRE LOGS

MONSON
M O N S O N — T h e 

Monson Fire Department 
responded to 3 fire calls 
and 25 medical calls for 
the week of Monday, April 
7th through Sunday, April 
13th.

On Monday, April 7 at 
11:19 a.m., the Department 
responded to Bethany 
Road for the smoke inves-
tigation. The Department 
returned back in service at 
11:29 a.m.

On Thursday, April 
10 at 5:39 p.m., the De-
partment responded to 
Cedar Swamp Road to as-
sist EMS with patient ex-
trication. The Department 
returned back in service at 
6:12 p.m.

On Sunday, April 13 
at 5:23 p.m., the Depart-
ment responded to Bliss 
Street for the commercial 
fire alarms sounding. The 
Department returned back 
in service at 5:41 p.m.

 

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

S T U R B R I D G E — O l d 
Sturbridge Village invites fam-
ilies to make the most of April 
by enjoying special seasonal 
experiences and savings. Now 
through April 30, 2025, fami-
lies can take advantage of the 
final month of the museum’s 
Kids Free March and April 
promotion, while also celebrat-
ing Village Earth Days, April 
23–27. From watching potters 
and blacksmiths at work to 
meeting heritage breed animals 
and seeing the fields being pre-
pared for planting, every cor-
ner of the Village comes alive 
in April.

Throughout April, up to 
two children ages 17 and un-
der will receive free standard 
daytime admission with each 

paid adult ticket. It’s the per-
fect time to reconnect with his-
tory and the outdoors, explore 
hands-on activities, and make 
memories. 

Plus, April is Family Field 
Trip Month at the Village! This 
month, families can receive a 
free bag filled with activities 
to do while visiting the Village 
(one bag per family, first come, 
first served, while supplies 
last).

Village Earth Days, April 
23 through April 27 invites 
visitors to be inspired by early 
New Englanders’ deep con-
nection to the land. Activities 
include drop-in kids’ programs 
(included with admission) 
and hands-on workshops (ad-
ditional fee and registration 

is required) which vary daily 
during Village Earth Days. For 
a complete list of programs 
visit https://www.osv.org/
event/village-earth-days/.

To make the most of your 
visit, purchase tickets online 
and save an additional $3 off 
adult admission compared to 
at-the-door pricing. For full 
details, restrictions, and to 
reserve tickets, visit: https://
www.osv.org/event/kids-free-
march-april/

Spring Hours: Old Stur-
bridge Village is open Wednes-
day through Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.

For a full calendar of 
spring events, visit: https://
www.osv.org/spring/

Kids Free April & Village Earth days at OSV
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MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

DEATH
NOTICES

Henry J. Kelly, 74
Died April 14, 2025
Services April 22, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Journal Register

Obituaries

MONSON—Henry J. Kelly, 74, 
passed away peacefully at his home 
in Monson on April 14, 2025.  Born 
on Jan. 10, 1951 Henry lived a full 
and vibrant life.  He loved being on 
the water in his boat and was an avid 
f i she rman .  
Henry kept 
himself busy 
with projects 
around the 
house, he 
was a mem-
ber of the Di-
vine Mercy 
parish and a 
lifelong New 
England Pa-
triots fan.

H e n r y 
will be dear-
ly missed by his loving wife of 52 
years, Phyllis (Koziol) Kelly; son Ja-
son Kelly and wife Valerie and their 
stepson Jordan of Southbridge, MA; 
daughter Jamie Pinto and husband 
David and Henry’s loving grand-
son Dylan Pinto of Bondsville, MA.  
Henry enjoyed watching Dylan play 
many sports including soccer, bas-
ketball and lacrosse.  His love for his 
cat Walter was ever present and he 
affectionately called him Big Buddy.

A visitation will be held Tues-
day April 22, 2025 at Beers & Story 
Palmer Funeral Home from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. with prayers at 10 a.m.  In-
terment will follow at Saints Peter 
& Paul Cemetery in Bondsville.  In 
lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations be made to Divine Mercy 
Parish, the ASPCA or Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow in Brimfield.  

Henry J. Kelly, 74

viewed several proposed bud-
get scenarios, some of which 
included cuts to staff, adjust-
ments to preschool classroom 
structures, and potential tui-
tion increases to close budget 
gaps. The focus was on deter-
mining how to sustain the pre-
school program while manag-
ing financial constraints.

Preschool Classrooms
One of the most debat-

ed issues was whether to re-
duce the number of preschool 
classrooms. The committee 
considered a proposal to cut 
one of the five preschool 
classrooms, which would re-
sult in the elimination of one 
teacher and one paraprofes-
sional. This reduction was 
projected to save approxi-
mately $75,000, but the com-
mittee expressed concern that 
this savings would be offset 
by reduced tuition income, as 
fewer student slots would be 
available. The net gain from 
this option would only be 
about $30,000, leading some 
members to question whether 
the cuts would be worth the 
reduction in services for fam-
ilies. The alternative was to 
maintain all five classrooms, 
including full staffing for the 
2025-2026 school year, but 
this option would require an 
increase in tuition to help 
cover the additional costs.

In terms of tuition, the 
committee acknowledged that 
the current rates for preschool 
were below market value. The 
full-day preschool tuition is 
currently $445 per month, or 
$4,450 annually, but a mar-
ket analysis suggested that an 
appropriate tuition rate would 
be closer to $600 per month, 
or $6,000 annually. Although 
the tuition increase had not 
yet been formally voted on, 
committee members recog-
nized that it was necessary 
to ensure the sustainability 
of the preschool program. 
Discussions also touched on 
adjustments for part-day or 
income-based tuition mod-
els, which would aim to make 
the program more accessi-
ble while meeting budgetary 
needs.

Another key discussion 
point was the structure of 
the preschool classrooms. At 
present, the program includes 
three full-day classrooms 
and two half-day “Nine-to-
One” classrooms. There was 
considerable debate about 

the instructional value of the 
“Nine-to-One” model, which 
is designed to provide a more 
individualized approach but 
was found to offer less in-
structional time compared 
to the full-day classrooms. 
Some members questioned 
whether this model was tru-
ly effective for students, par-
ticularly given the lack of 
demand for afternoon pre-K 
sessions. In response, the 
committee explored shifting 
to an a.m./p.m. model, where 
the program would offer two 
half-day sessions, such as 9 to 
11:30 a.m. and 12:15 to 2:45 
p.m., which would reduce the 
number of classrooms while 
accommodating families in 
need of part-time options.

Committee member 
Roland Joyal addressed the 
broader theme of communi-
cation and alignment between 
the board and administration. 
“And not that we’re trying 
to tell you what to do, right, 
or do your jobs,” Joyal said. 
“But, we thought politely 
that you were, I don’t wanna 
say telling us, but directing 

us by a lot of the conversa-
tions we’ve heard over the 
last month about what people 
wanted, valued. I mean, we 
value everything.”

The committee also 
acknowledged that the pre-
school program had increas-
ingly become subsidized by 
the district, as more students 
were receiving services at no 
cost due to special education 
needs or eligibility for free/
reduced lunch. The program, 
which was once considered 
“self-funded,” now required 
additional financial support to 
maintain the current level of 
service.

Looking ahead, the com-
mittee also discussed long-
term goals for the preschool 
program, including the pos-
sibility of offering free full-
day preschool for all 3 and 
4-year-olds. This ambitious 
vision would involve elim-
inating tuition fees for one 
year, at a projected cost of 
about $200,000, but the dis-
trict hoped to recover this 
loss through Chapter 70 state 
funding the following year. 

Under this plan, preschool 
students would count as 0.5 
students toward state aid, 
which could potentially bring 
in more revenue than the tu-
ition fees currently generate. 
This proposal was seen as a 
way to address the district’s 
significant preschool wait-
list, while also providing a 
high-quality educational ex-
perience for all families in 
town.

Cost Saving Measures 
The committee also 

reviewed broader staffing 
changes and other adjust-
ments across the district. One 
of the most notable changes 
was the elimination of the 
Curriculum Director position, 
which had been reinstated 
only recently in 2022. The 
duties associated with this 
role, including curriculum 
planning and grant writing, 

would now be redistributed 
to principals and other district 
staff. Additionally, the com-
mittee voted to reduce pre-
school staffing by eliminating 
one teacher and one parapro-
fessional, saving an estimated 
$80,000.

Several smaller cost-sav-
ing measures were discussed, 
including switching from 
Zoom to Google Meet for 
meetings, which saved ap-
proximately $3,200 annually. 
These changes, along with 
adjustments to staffing and 
salary lines, helped the com-
mittee balance the FY26 bud-
get, which was set at a total 
of $10,839,619. The budget 
did not include an increase in 
town appropriations, but it re-
flected necessary adjustments 
in order to meet fiscal goals.

School choice was an-
other topic of discussion. The 

committee noted an increase 
in school choice revenue, but 
clarified that this was large-
ly due to more transparent 
accounting practices rather 
than a significant influx of 
new school choice students. 
The committee raised con-
cerns that reducing class sec-
tions could limit the district’s 
ability to accommodate new 
school choice students, and 
noted that a formal deci-
sion on school choice num-
bers would need to be made 
by June 1. The committee 
also recognized that enroll-
ment trends were declining, 
meaning the number of new 
students coming in through 
school choice might be limit-
ed unless there is space avail-
able in existing classrooms.

in the board, DeFalco described his 
love for history and emphasized the 
importance of preserving local histo-
ry, starting with the Brimfield Public 
Library.

“I was just about getting ready to 
retire so it sounded like a good idea 
to join the board. I was a biology 
major in college and then worked at 
MassMutual for almost 40 years, so 
my background really didn’t have 
much to do with history but I always 
enjoyed local history. I grew up in 
Springfield and I used to go to the his-
tory and genealogy museum to look 
up the house I lived in and the neigh-
borhood. When I moved to Brimfield, 
it was only natural to start looking 
into Brimfield history and find out 
things about the town. Little by little I 
got involved in more and more things. 
I spent probably about nine years at 
the Brimfield library scanning about 
25,000 pages of information in the 
history room. That was my hobby on 
the side.”

Creating a database with all the 
information at the library, DeFalco 
said the locals started realizing his 
involvement and history knowledge 
and people began going directly to 
him for questions. Eventually learn-
ing more and more about the town, 
one of the many projects that DeFalco 
has been involved with was the book 
titled 101 Things to Know About 
Brimfield by the Brimfield Historical 
Commission. 

“There was more research in-
volved in that so I learned even more 
things so that’s why I enjoy it. It’s 
fun, it’s like a puzzle. You do research 
and dig out information. Over the 
years, there’s been a number of peo-
ple in Brimfield who were really into 
the town’s history, a lot of stuff had 
been done. There was a Brimfield 
Historical Society back in the 1960s 
and 1970s that did a lot of investi-
gating themselves. One of the things 

about the tour was the old Brimfield 
Hotel and a lot of the people who 
have moved into town in the last 15 
to 20 years or so never knew it exist-
ed. It actually lasted for almost 130 
years and it was a very popular spot, 
heavily trafficked, and very popular. 
It was kind of an eye-opener when we 
started doing some talking about the 
hotel and telling people about it, so 
that’s just one example that the public 
hasn’t been educated on and that will 

be covered in the tour.”
The Brimfield Historical Com-

mission began the walking tour last 
Fall and managed to have a tour in 
November before it started to get 
cold, which focused on the Center 
Village of Brimfield that’s on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and 
surrounded with multiple properties. 
Last Sunday, DeFalco led the group 
to a variety of locations such as St. 
Christophers Church, John Wyles 
House, windmill, Civil War Monu-
ment, Elias Carter Bed and Breakfast, 
with the old location of the Old Brim-
field Hotel, and much more. 

If interested in learning more 
about Brimfield history, visit the 
Brimfield Historical Commission 
website. 

MONSON  ❙  from page 1

BRIMFIELD  ❙  from page 1

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

The Elias Carter House Bed and 
Breakfast was the 11th stop on the 
walking tour, where the tour was 
able to explore inside and learned 
about the addition to the 200-year-
old historic house.

Submitted photo

An old photo of the Brimfield Hotel 
which served 130 years as a hotel 
that attracted people to the town 
in the late 1870’s. The Hitchcock 
Academy’s parking lot is where the 
hotel used to be. 
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless 
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
TAG SALE: 63 WALKER ROAD, 
WALES. Friday, April 25th & Sat-
urday, April 26th, 8am-4pm. Rain or 
shine. 45 years of accumulation, antiques, 
art, housewares, plants, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN-
ING. Professional, courteous service. All 
calls returned. Free estimates. New En-
gland Carpet  & Upholstery. Eddie, 
(413)240-4266.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall, 
painting and decks. Competitive pricing. 
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties. Call 413-
536-3697.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. 
Call 978-257-8237

Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing in 
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs. 
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

Palmer Water District #1 
is looking to hire a

 FULL-TIME 
ASSISTANT 

SUPERINTENDENT 
Full description on

Indeed. Please apply at 
10 Walnut Street, 

Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 

AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS

•Heat and hot water included
•Ample Closets
•Fully Applianced
•Community Room
•Laundry Facilities
•Cats Welcome
•Extra Storage
•24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

Find us online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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 Town of Monson 
 Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 

40A M.G. L. §.11, the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing Thurs-
day, April 24th, 2025 at 7:05 
P.M. in the Select Board meeting 
room at the Town Administration 
Building, 110 Main Street on the 
application of Ronald Florek 149 
Stafford Road, Monson, MA for 
a special permit as provided by 
§6.6 Earth Removal of the Mon-
son Zoning Bylaws to conduct 
an Earth Removal operation. The 
property is zoned Rural Residen-
tial and located at 149 Stafford 
Road, Map 80, Parcel 21 and 
Map 101 Parcel 2. A copy of the 
application is on file in the Office 
of the Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and is available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
Case No: ZBA2025-02

04/10, 04/17/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No.

HD25P0781EA
Estate of: 

Donald Clinton Barry 
Date of Death: 11/18/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Rebecca A Barry 
of Indian Orchard MA and 
Darcy L Barry of Monson, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Rebecca A Barry of Indian Or-
chard MA and Darcy L Barry 
of Monson, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 05/19/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 14, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/17/2025

Section 00 11 13 
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID 
MGL c.30 §39M Over $50K 
The BRIMFIELD HOUS-

ING AUTHORITY, the Award-
ing Authority, invites sealed bids 
from Contractors for the Pave-
ment Improvements at State Aid-
ed Development: Colonial Park 
(667-1) in Brimfield, Massachu-
setts, in accordance with the doc-
uments prepared by GRAVES 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

The Project consists of but not 
limited to: 

Resurfacing of a parking area 
and a section of walkways, and 
crack seal/repair of bituminous 
asphalt surfaces. 

The work is estimated to cost 
$77,800.00. 

All bidding Requests for Infor-
mation (RFls) shall be submitted 
online by 05/01/2025 at 5:00PM 
EDT for general bids. 

Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.30§39M and to minimum wage 
rates as required by M.G.L. c.149 
§§26 to 27H inclusive.

THIS PROJECT IS BE-
ING ELECTRONICALLY 
BID AND HARD COPY BIDS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
Please review the instructions 
in the bid documents on how to 
register as an electronic bidder. 
All Bids shall be submitted on-
line at biddocs.com and received 
no later than the date and time 
specified. 

General Bids will be received 
until 07 May 2025 at 1:00PM 
EDT and publicly opened online, 
forthwith. 

General bids and sub-bids 
shall be accompanied by a bid 
deposit that is not less than five 
(5%) of the greatest possible bid 
amount (including all alternates) 
and made payable to the BRIM-
FIELD HOUSING AUTHOR-
ITY. Note: A bid deposit is not 
required for Projects advertised 
under $50,000. 

Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments will be available for review 
at biddocs.com (may be viewed 
and downloaded electronically at 
no cost). 

PRE-BID CONFERENCE / 
SITE VISIT: Scheduled 

Date and Time: 04/30/2025 at 
1:00PM EDT 

Address: Community Build-
ing, 20 Colonial Park, Brimfield, 
MA 01010 

Instructions: None 
The hard copy Contract Docu-

ments may be seen at: 
 Brimfield Housing Authority 

Pavement Improvements Project 
#043050

Nashoba Blue Inc. 
433 Main Street 

Hudson, MA 01749 
978-568-1167

04/17, 04/24, 05/01/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P0782EA
Estate of: 

Kenneth Alan Klisiewicz 
Date of Death: 02/09/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Richard E Klisiewicz of Mon-
son, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Richard E Klisiewicz of Mon-
son, MA be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of  05/12/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 14, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/17/2025

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
PUBLIC HEARING

The Brimfield Select Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
following pole and wire locations 
petition filed by National Grid on 
Monday, May 5, 2025 at 6:00 
p.m. for the following:

Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a National Grid. re-
quests permission to locate poles, 
wires, and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along and across the 
following public way:

Warren Road: #31103564
Reason: Warren Road – Na-

tional Grid to install 1 JO pole 
on Warren Road beginning at a 
point approximately 2168 feet 
North of the centerline of the in-
tersection of North Main Street. 
At approximately 2168 feet 
North of the centerline of North 
Main Street, National Grid pro-
poses to install pole# 24-84 and 
anchor, Brimfield, MA.

Persons with an interest in this 
public hearing are asked to ap-
pear at the Brimfield Elementary 
School, 22 Wales Road, Brim-
field, MA on the date and time 
affixed to this notice.

Martin J. Kelly
Select Board, Chairperson

Town of Brimfield 
04/17, 04/24/2025

MONSON 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE

PUBLIC HEARING
The Monson School Commit-

tee will hold a Public Hearing to 
discuss the proposed 2025-2026 
School Department budget, as re-
quired by law, on April 30, 2025 
at 5:00 p.m. at Quarry Hill Com-
munity School-School Commit-
tee Room # 428, 43 Margaret 
Street, Monson, MA 01057 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https:/ /us06web.zoom.us/

j / 4 6 4 8 5 2 1 4 6 2 ? o m n =
85174466758

Meeting ID: 464 852 1462
One tap mobile: 

+13017158592,,4648521462# 
US 
+13052241968,,4648521462# 
US 
04/17/2025

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 
M.G.L. the Planning Board will 
hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, April 28th, 2025 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Town Hall Admin-
istration Building 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA to consider 
amending the Town of Palm-
er Zoning Map for a change of 
zoning districts from the Ru-
ral Residential District to the 
Neighborhood Business District. 
Two parcels are affected by this 
zoning amendment, specifically 
3090-3092 Palmer Street (Map 
29 Lot 1) and 3098 Palmer Street 
(Map 24 Lot 4).

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

 This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Michael Marciniec, Chairman 
04/10, 04/17/2025

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 
M.G.L. the Planning Board will 
hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, April 28th, 2025 at 7:15 
p.m. in the Town Hall Admin-
istration Building 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA to consider 
amending the Town of Palmer 
Zoning Map for a change of zon-
ing districts from the Town Res-
idential District to the Highway 
Business District. Two parcels on 
Park St. are affected by this zon-
ing amendment, specifically Map 
55 Lot 143 and Map 55 Lot 145.

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

 This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Michael Marciniec, Chairman 
04/10, 04/17/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain Mortgage given by 
Thomas K. Tighe to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for Mortgage 
Lenders Network USA, Inc., its 
successors and assigns, dated 
September 23, 2005 and record-
ed with the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book 
15373, Page 409 as affected by 
a Loan Modification recorded on 
July 20, 2017 in Said Registry of 
Deeds at Book 21772, Page 247, 
subsequently assigned to U.S. 
Bank National Association, as 
Trustee by Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 17853, Page 178, subse-
quently assigned to U.S. Bank, 
National Association, as Trustee 
for RASC 2006-EMX4 by Mort-
gage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for Mort-
gage Lenders Network USA, 

Incorporated, its successors and 
assigns by assignment recorded 
in said Hampden County Regis-
try of Deeds at Book 19116, Page 
177, subsequently assigned to 
U.S. Bank National Association, 
as Trustee, for Residential Asset 
Securities Corporation, Home 
Equity Mortgage Asset-Backed 
Pass-Through Certificates, Se-
ries 2006-EMX4 by U.S. Bank 
National Association, as Trustee 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 21074, Page 303 
for breach of the conditions of 
said Mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 11:00 
AM on May 8, 2025 at 84 Beth-
any Road, Monson, MA, all and 
singular the premises described 
in said Mortgage, to wit: The 
land on the westerly side of Beth-
any Road in Monson, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, being 
shown and designated as Lot 2 
on a plan by Sherman & Woods, 
dated May 2, 2000, entitled “Plan 
of land in Monson, MA Prepared 
for Brian F. O’Shea and Patricia 
M. Carr-O’Shea,” recorded with 
the Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 317, Page 
38, and being more particularly 
bounded and described as fol-
lows: 

NORTHERLY by Lot 3, as 
shown on said plan, 399.13 feet; 

EASTERLY by Bethany 
Road, as shown on said plan, 
200.50 feet; 

WESTERLY by remaining 
land of O’Shea, 200.15 feet; 

and SOUTHERLY by Lot 1, 
as shown on said plan, 400.06 
feet. 

Containing 1.821 acres and 
being a portion of the premises 
conveyed by deed of Patricia M. 
Carr-O’Shea, dated December 
13, 2001 and recorded at said 
Registry in Book 12135, Page 
324. For further reference, see 
deed dated March 21, 1996 and 
recorded at said Registry in Book 
9468, Page 597. 

The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal 
liens and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in possession, 
and attorney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will be 
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered. 
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure 

Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the 
form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms 
of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or 
during the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in 
this publication. TIME WILL BE 
OF THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 
U.S. Bank National Association, 
as Trustee, for Residential Asset 

Securities Corporation, 
Home Equity Mortgage 

Asset-Backed Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2006-EMX4 

Present Holder of said Mort-
gage, 

By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 

PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: (781) 790-7800 
19-007818 

04/17, 04/24, 05/01/2025

Commonwealth Of Massachusetts
Town of Palmer

Special District Meeting
Three Rivers Fire District 2025

Submitted to the voters of the Three Rivers Fire District
at the Meeting to be held in the Fire Station on 

April 28 , 2025 at 7:00 P.M.
To the voters of the Three Rivers Fire District of the 

Town of Palmer
Your Prudential Committee respectfully submits the following 

articles as recommended by the Finance Committee 
for your approval

Chairman Ex Officio
Article 1. To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting.

Article 2. To see whether the District will vote to transfer from Free 
Cash a Sum of money pending reimbursement of same amount which 
will be moved back to Free Cash once received from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency ( FEMA ) for the purchasing of a New 
Brush Truck or take any other actions relative thereto.

The Finance Committee Recommends Favorable Action on this Ar-
ticle.

With no further business, do I hear a motion to dissolve this warrant?
And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting up attested cop-

ies in said District, Fourteen ( 14 ) days at least before the holding of 
said meeting, and publishing one not less than Seven ( 7 ) Days preced-
ing the date of the meeting in a newspaper published in Palmer.

Hereof fail not, and make due return of this warrant,with your doings 
thereon, to the Prudential Committee of the District at or before the 
holding of said meeting.

Given under this hand and seal April 2025
True Copy Attest by:  
Guy Bellefleur, Clerk Prudential Committee
Date: April 17, 2025 Norman Czech, Chairman
 Andera Sullivan, Vice Chairman
 Mark Bogacz, Clerk
04/17/2025

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393
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      HOME, YARD, GARAGEROOFING 3

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles

Gutters • Historical Restoration 
Flat Roofs • SNOW REMOVAL

A Trusted Name Since 1982

413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com 

 Roberts Roofs
2 4 INSURANCE

LOGGING1

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

scene, ensuring the kids 
wouldn’t get scared of them, 
if in an emergency. 

Held inside the fire sta-
tion, fire trucks and a variety 
of gear sprawled around, the 
families and kids were able 
to ask questions and become 
comfortable with the fire-
fighters around them. 

Three Rivers Fire Dept. 
Private Hoy, who is also a 
Fire and Life Safety Educa-
tor, was able to put on her full 
turnout gear and explain what 
the equipment is used for. 

After reading a story for 
the kids, Hoy talked with the 
families and answered their 
questions about fire safety 
and educated them as well 
with the updated proper safe-
ty precautions. Three Rivers 
Fire Dept. held this event in 

hopes it educates the young 
children and makes them 
comfortable if they ever have 
to interact with a firefighter in 
the future. 

Three Rivers Fire Dept. 

Chief Stephen Nodurf was in 
attendance, who was happy 
to see how many people at-
tended the reading event and 
learned about fire safety.

STORYTIME  ❙  from page 1

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Three Rivers Fire Department held a storytime for the families of the Palmer Monson Family 
Center, celebrating “the week of the young child” with Smokey Bear. 

Private Hoy with kids who wanted to know how the gear 
looked up close. 

Shawn, Ryan, and Tamara pose in front of the Three Rivers 
Brush Truck. 

Curious kids were able to go up to Private Hoy in full turnout 
gear and see up close who’s behind the mask.

Left to right, Amanda and Max DeMaio take a group photo with 
Smokey Bear, Gabby, Gia, and Benny Nasiatka. 

Families of the Palmer and Monson area had a blast meeting 
the fire department crew.

Valerie and Maverick Bailey smile in front of the Three Rivers 
Fire Truck on Wednesday morning.


