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MONSON

Schools
seek
grants

School
Committee hears
Superintendent
Report, votes on
Yellowstone trip

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - The School
Committee met on April 8
to discuss a number of is-
sues, including potential new
grants, and a trip to Yellow-
stone National Park in 2027.

Superintendent
Report

Superintendent Paul
Foster opened the meeting
by thanking the school’s ath-
letes and their families for its
patience during the spring
sports season, as the weather
“has not been cooperative” as
the school works to schedule
its necessary games.

Foster announced that
the school will apply for two
new grants being offered by
the state department, PRISM
II, for Pre-K to third grade,
and PRISM III, for grades
four-12. “Those are grants
that support literacy instruc-
tion, and we’re going to apply
for both,” Foster said. “We’ve
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The Palmer High School
football program is coming
off its first victory in more

than a decade over Ware.

field varsity football team

100th game with
Ware now off

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER - The Palmer
varsity football team, despite
having only 15 players suited
up, concluded a successful
2025 season with a 20-6 vic-
tory over the Ludlow Lions
at historic Legion Field on
Thanksgiving morning.

Due to anticipated low

player numbers, the Panthers
will be competing solely at
the junior varsity level during
the 2026 fall season.

“We only had 16 players
sign up for next year’s foot-
ball team. Twelve of those
players are incoming fresh-
men, who have never played
high school football” said
Palmer High School Athlet-
ic Director Matt Marciniec.
“After holding a couple of
meetings, we’ve decided to
move to J.V. only next year.
We just want to keep the

players safe and rebuild our
football program. Competing
at the J.V. level for one year
is probably the best option
for us. Our boy’s enrollment
at the high school is a little
bit lower than it has been in
the past.”

Marciniec, who graduat-
ed from Palmer High School
in 2006, was the head coach
of the Panthers varsity foot-
ball team between 2019 and
2026. He stepped down from
his coaching duties following
the 78th meeting on the grid-

iron against the Lions.

Marciniec is hoping to
hire a new football coach
before the end of the school
year.

“I think it’s very im-
portant that our next football
coach is someone who wants
to build a program,” Mar-
ciniec said. “If we can get
our numbers back up to 25 or
30 players, I think we’ll have
a lot of success at the varsity
level.”

The seniors listed on the
2025 Palmer football ros-

ter and who’ll be receiving
their diplomas on May 31 are
Hunter White, Kodah Lavio-
lette, Kaleb Hayes, Landon
Couture, Gavin Smola, Jared
Perry, and Dylan Doherty,
who recently committed to
playing college football at
Westfield State University.
“Without the seniors, we
probably wouldn’t have been
able to finish last season,”
Marciniec said. “The seniors
were the driving force and
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School Committee agrees to international travel for students

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

MONSON - At this
week’s School Committee
meeting, the committee dis-
cussed several upcoming
school trips, including a trip
to Spain scheduled for this
year, a trip to Mexico next
year, and trips to Central
America scheduled for 2028.

The committee voted
unanimously to approve the
2026 trip to Spain, which
was up for final approval.
Scheduled for April 18, the
trip will involve 12 students
and seven chaperones, with
stops in Barcelona, Madrid,
Andalusia, and Morocco.

Paula Garces, a teacher
at the high school for eight
years, is the faculty member
coordinating the trip. She has

been taking students on trips
overseas since 2023, when
she took a group to Costa
Rica.

The trip is through EF
Educational Tours, with
all expenses included, and
no charge to the district.
The parents pay for the trip
through EF, totalling $4,289
per student and $5,189 for
the parents, with options for
bi-weekly payment plans.

Garces described the joy
of seeing how much students
learn from visiting a different
country, and said that she has
observed students grow and
mature from the experience.

“The six students I took,
that was the first time for all
of them travelling overseas,
without their parents, and, for
some of them, even their first
time taking a plane,” Garc-
es said. It is very rewarding

to see how they make new
friends and start valuing the
culture.”

One benefit for the stu-
dents, beyond the experience
of the trip itself, is that they
can get college credit for the
trip, if they register before-
hand with a college.

“If they do work related
to the trip, they can get up to
three college credits,” Garces
said. “They have to take some

online classes and they do a
project while they’re travel-
ing, so that when they come
back and present it, they can
get three credits for it.”
Garces went into de-
tail about the different trips
that the school has planned,
including this year’s trip to
Spain, a trip to Mexico for
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Tri-Board Committee
votes to approve level
funding for the town

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - At last
week’s Tri-Board Com-
mittee Meeting, a vote was
held to maintain level fund-
ing throughout the town
departments, and offer a
1.9% increase to the school
budget.

The Tri-Board Com-
mittee met on Monday,
April 6, made up of the Se-
lect Board, Finance Com-
mittee, and School Com-
mittee, as well as relevant
town personnel including
the Town Administrator.
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presented with several doc-

previous year. These pro-
jected budgets left the town

The meeting involved dis-
cussion of various line
items for the proposed bud-
get, which seeks to offer
level funding to the various
departments in town.

The committees were

uments that included poten-
tial budgets depicting level
funding for departments,
where all departments are
able to offer the same ser-
vices to the town as the

with a shortfall of close to
$20,000.

Some of these costs
were described as largely
“non-negotiable,” as dic-
tated by contracts. One
example is Community
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Students clean up for

Submitted photo
Students spent their Saturday morning cleaning up the trail and campus at Palmer High School.

Earth Day

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - This week-
end, students from the high
school sacrificed their Satur-
day morning to clean up the
school’s trail and grounds
for the annual Trail and
Campus Clean-Up Day.

David Triozzi, a biology
and environmental science
teacher, met the students at
the front steps of the high
school at 9 a.m. on Saturday,
April 11, for the annual trail
and campus clean-up. He
starts the day off with what
he hesitates to describe as a
“pep talk.”

“I thank them for com-
ing, and emphasize the im-
portance of volunteer work,
contributing to the commu-
nity, and taking care of the
environment,” Triozzi said.
“Especially as they’re going
to be adults entering the real
world pretty soon.”

The students are encour-

CLEANUP 1 page 8
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Songs & tales of community
coming to Brimfield Senior Center

BRIMFIELD - Folk-
singer and storyteller Tim
Van Egmond will perform
for a free public concert at
the Brimfield Senior Center
on Friday, May 8 at 10:30
a.m. This program is sup-
ported by a grant from the
Brimfield Cultural Council,
a local agency which are
supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, a state
agency.

Entitled “Landscapes of
Hope,” Van Egmond’s pro-
gram will be a collection of
traditional and contemporary
songs as well as tales about
what draws a community to-
gether. Themes will include
a shared sense of belonging
and inspiration drawn from
the land around us, the fabric
of family, friends and neigh-
bors, and the hope everyone
shares for peace and plenty.

Van Egmond’s will accom-
pany himself with guitar,
hammered dulcimer, and
mountain dulcimer.

A resident of Montague,
Van Egmond has performed
for over 40 years through-
out the country, appearing at
hundreds of schools, librar-
ies, and community centers,
and on television and radio.
He’s been chosen for the New
England States Touring Pro-

concert

gram, and the Massachusetts
Cultural Council’s STARS
Residency Programs. His
dynamic talent, warmth, and
humor create a moving and
enjoyable experience for all.
Renowned author and sto-
ryteller Jane Yolen has said,
“Tim is a triple treat. He can
sing, he can play a variety of
wonderful instruments, and
he can tell whopping good
tales!”

Town of Holland
notice of caucus

HOLLAND - Notice is
hereby given to the residents
of the Town of Holland,
Massachusetts, County of
Hampden, that the Annual
Citizen’s Caucus is to be
held at the Holland Ele-
mentary School on Tuesday,
April 21 at 7 p.m.

Meeting is being called
by the Selectmen and will
be called to order by the
Town Clerk.

The following positions
are open for the length stat-
ed and nominations will be

taken for them:
Selectboard
1 Three-year expired term
Assessor
1 Three-year expired term

Board of Health
1 Three-year expired term
Cemetery Commission
1 Three-year expired term
Constable
1 Three-year expired term
Holland
School Committee
1 Three-year expired term
Holland
School Committee
1 Three-year expired term
Tantasqua
School Committee
I Three-year expired term
Library Trustee
1 Three-year expired term
Tree Warden
1 Three-year expired term
Planning Board
1 Five-year expired term
Water Commissioner
1 Three-year expired term

Annual Pioneer Valley
wine festival June 6 and 7

BRIMFIELD - Brim-
field Auction Acres, Birth-
place of the world-famous
Brimfield Antique Shows
will host the 6th annual Pio-
neer Valley wine festival on
Saturday, June 6 and Sunday,
June 7 from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

2026 Marks the 7th year
of the Pioneer Valley Wine
and Food festival. This ex-
citing event brings togeth-
er New England Wineries,
Cideries, Distilleries, and
Meaderies from across the
Pioneer Valley and Farmers
of many sorts selling their
wares.

The event started in
2018 by the collaboration
with farm wineries through-
out New England and local

farmers to create a festival
to highlight the magnificent
products Massachusetts pro-
vides all in unison and sup-
port of Massachusetts Agri-
cultural Department.

The festival will feature
local vintners and craft brew-
ers ready to spill their secrets,
Live Art demonstrations,
sizzling chef panel starring
culinary celebs - to be an-
nounced soon. Last year ce-
lebrity guests include Brynn
Gibson, the youngest Black
Jacket finalist from Fox’s
Hell’s Kitchen with Gordon
Ramsay. We also have Jared
Forman, the culinary master-
mind behind Deadhorse Hill,
who brought the heat on Food
Network’s Beat Bobby Flay.

Bargain Clothing
Sale on April 25

MONSON - Bargain
Clothing Sale on Saturday,
April 25 at Monson-Glen-
dale  United Methodist
Church, 162 Main Street,
Monson from 9 a.m. to 2
p-m.

We’re serving our com-
munity in many ways... our
clothing is $1.00 per bag.

Time to find some
clothing for the entire fam-
ily. Bring your friends too.

Everyone is welcome.

Alzheimer talk April 28

REGION - Join us for
an inspiring talk at the Ar-
bors of Chicopee on April
28 at 6 p.m. with Sean Ter-
williger.

This event is free and
open to the public. Sean
Terwilliger, a former tech-
nology leader and teacher,
will share his own inspiring
story about how being diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s led
to writing, advocacy and a
sense of purpose.

Learn about how his

Friday, Movie Matinee
12:30 p.m.

drinks and popcorn

April 17: “Killers of the
Flower Moon” — Based on a
true story, Mollie Burkhart, a
member of the Osage Nation,
fight to survive and save her
community from a spree of
greed-fueled murders com-
mitted against them in 1920’s
Oklahoma after oil was dis-
covered on their land.

experiences with  clini-
cal trials, newly approved
medications and lifestyle
change led to his belief that
he could outpace the pro-
gression of the disease, and
how he is now an advocate
through foundations like the
Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

This event is free and
open to the public, but
space is limited.

Please register by call-
ing or texting 413-530-5916
to reserve your spot.

Palmer

April 24 “Forrest
Gump” — Tom Hanks gives an
astonishing performance as
Forrest, an everyman whose
simple innocence comes to
embody a generation. Along-
side his mamma, his best
friend Bubba, and his favorite
girl Jenny, Forrest has a ring-
side seat for the most mem-
orable events of the second
half of the 20th Century.

Monday Evening
Programs
4:30 p.m.

CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications
will always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393.
Corrections may also be requested in writing at: Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069
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PIZZA, BAR &
RESTAURANT

1618-1620 NORTH MAIN ST.
(RT. 20) PALMER

(413) 283-5955

SUN.-THURS. 11AM-9PM
FRL.-SAT. 11AM-10PM

20% OFF
DINE-IN SPECIALS

Excludes Drink, Dine In Only. Excludes Daily Special

MONDAY:

Any Grinder w/fries & a beer $14.95
TUESDAY:

All Dinner 50% Off
WEDNESDAY:
8 pc. Wing w/ Fries & A Beer $14.95
THURSDAY:
Burger w/Fries & A Beer $14.95
FRIDAY:
Any Large Pizza, 10 Wings &
A Bottle of Wine $39.95

PARAMOUNTPIZZAPALMER.COM

Shed,, Pool. &
HHot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Anthun “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

—

of Real Estate

a(:ehn()k .com/FCPconsult

~C &P

Consulting all Matters

Art Ferrara
(413) 348-5827

k WWW.FCPCONSULT.COM

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Knox Trail event
set for April 18

PALMER - Knox Trail
250 Event will be held Sat-
urday, April 18 at the Palmer
Public Library.

1976 Quilt on Display -
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Students from Palmer
High School Class of 1978, as
well as other Massachusetts
towns along the Henry Knox
Trail, submitted embroidered
squares to become part of this
commemorative quilt project.
This venture was organized
by Palmer’s Bicentennial
Committee. The quilt will re-
main on display until library
closing at 2 p.m.

Dennis Picard
Knox Trail Presentation
11 am. to 12 p.m.

Local Historian, Dennis
Picard will share details of
the 1775/1776 Henry Knox

wintry expedition as it passed
from the Massachusetts town
of North Egremont through
Springfield, Palmer, and on
to Boston. Though a piece of
our local lore, some parts of
this saga are still debated and
remain controversial. Dennis
has a personal connection
with this event in our history,
as he participated in one por-
tion of the recreation of this
trek during the bicentennial
of 1976. Please join us for
this special presentation and
learn more about this daring
mission.

These programs are free
to the public, but space is
limited and registration is
requested. Register by visit-
ing: www.palmerlibrary.org/
events Drop-ins welcome if
space allows.

Annual Tri-Parish Sale

HARDWICK — The
Tri-Parish Community
Church is pleased to an-
nounce they will be holding
their 20th Annual Plant, Bake
Sale, Craft & Tag Sale on the
Hardwick Common Saturday
and Sunday, May 16 and 17
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each
day.

This popular East Quab-
bin area event will feature
traditional, favorite, and
connoisseur perennials, plus
selected annuals, heirloom
vegetable plants, and herbs
in time for spring planting!
There is a wonderful variety
in plants offered through sev-
eral local vendors including
Stillman’s Farm and Howe’s

Senior

April 27: “Construction
of the Windsor Dam”

Activities

April 16 at 9:30 a.m. -
Kim with Power Back Rehab
Informational

April 16 at 12:30 p.m. -
Fairy Lantern w/ Kim Keaton

April 21 at 12:30 p.m.,
Let Us learn together - Water-
color painting.

April 22 and 29 Fruit
and Veggie Stand

April 22 at 12 pm. -
Staying Connected to Nature

Farm and Garden of New
Braintree, Inishowen Farms
of North Brookfield, and
“home-grown lovelies” from
private gardens. A delicious
assortment of home-baked
desserts and breads will also
be sold. The event is held rain
or shine. All are welcome!

The Church is also seek-
ing vendors for their annual
Tag and Craft sale to coincide
with the Plant and Bake Sale.
Please reserve your space on
the Hardwick Common ear-
ly. Spaces will be offered for
$35.00 each. Applications
may be obtained by contact-
ing Marguerite at: mcrevierl.
mc@gmail.com or 413-477-
6942.

Center

— In recognition of Earth Day,
we will ex-plore the many
physical and emotional ben-
efits of spending time in na-
ture, along with simple ways
to bring more of the outdoors
into everyday life. Partici-
pants will plant herb seeds to
take home with them.

April 23 at 1 p.m. - Sun-
shine Village Painting

Quabbin Series
Monday, April 27, May
11, and May 18

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

e Bobcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services
e Firewood $265/cord

McNeely Tree Service
Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

« 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
¢ 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

DEADLINE

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays.
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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St. Paul’s to host
‘Dance Night’

PALMER - St. Paul’s
Church will host “Dance
Night! with DJ Seagull” for
students in grades 6 through
9 on Friday, April 17 from 7
p-m. to 8:30 p.m. The event is
designed to offer a safe, wel-
coming, and engaging space
for middle school youth to
gather, socialize, and enjoy an
evening of music and fun.

The dance will feature
music by DJ Seagull of Berk-
shire Hills Music Academy,
along with refreshments and
a relaxed, well-supervised en-
vironment. Organizers hope
the evening will provide an
opportunity for young people
in the greater Palmer area to
connect with friends, meet
new peers, and simply enjoy
being together in a positive
setting.

The event is sponsored
by All Young Voices: Circle of
Friends, a new twice-monthly
teen gathering being devel-
oped at St. Paul’s. The initia-
tive is focused on creating a
safe and welcoming space for
connection, belonging, and
personal growth. Open to all
youth, All Young Voices will
include elements of mindful-

ness, creative expression—in-
cluding music—and thought-
ful exploration of life’s deeper
questions in an inclusive, in-
terfaith spirit. The group espe-
cially hopes to support youth
who may feel marginalized
or lonely, while remaining
open and engaging for all. As
part of its growing outreach,
All Young Voices plans to
offer youth dance nights and
similar events multiple times
throughout the year.

“All young people need
spaces where they can feel
comfortable, included, and
free to have fun,” said orga-
nizers of All Young Voices.

Admission is $5 at the
door. For the safety of all par-
ticipants, students must be
signed in and signed out by
a parent or guardian. Partici-
pants will remain on site for
the duration of the event and
will not be permitted to leave
and re-enter.

The dance is open to all
students in grades 6-9 from
Palmer and surrounding com-
munities.

For more information,
visit www.StPaulsPalmer.org
or call 413-283-8185.

Wales Public Library happenings

WALES -  Celebrate
National Library Week at the
Wales Public Library during
National Library Week, April
19-25, 2026.

Costume Making
for the Brimfield
Spirit of 250th Parade

Calling all Wales Pub-
lic Library users to join the
250th Anniversary Parade
on June 13. Creation Ses-
sions at the Wales Library
with Ms. Sue Gregory. Pick
your favorite book to create
for the parade. Together we
can draw, paint and make it
fit you.

During April vacation:

April 21, 22, 23 2:30
p.m.-4 p.m. Please preregis-
ter so we can prepare. 413-
245-9072. If anyone wishes
to dress as a favorite book
character, decorate a stroll-
er... you may do that on your
own & join the Wales Library
crew in the parade. The pa-
rade route will run from the
Brimfield Safety Complex
to the north side of the com-
mon and end at the Brimfield
Winery. To register, call, stop
by, email or message. NOW
AVAILABLE: Online regis-
tration:  https://engagedpa-

P
N
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trons.org/EventsExtended.
cfm?SiteID=2496&Even-
tID=585989&PK=952765,
Sponsored by the Friends of
the Wales Public Library
Wales Tales Story Time
with Ms. Adrineh
Wednesday, April 22 at
12:15 p.m.
Rock Painting
Wednesday, April 22 at
1 p.m.
Patriots & Potters
New England’s Pottery
History: Delve into the capti-
vating stories of brave potters
who fought valiantly during
the Revolutionary War as
demonstrated by Master
Potter Rick Hamelin. Fund-
ing generously provided by
the Wales Cultural Coun-
cil. All ages. Registration re-
quired. To register call, stop
by, email or message. NOW
AVAILABLE: Online reg-
istration: http://engagedpa-
trons.org/EventsExtended.
cfm?SiteID=2496&Even-
tID=585800
Militia, Minutemen, and
the Preparation for War
Historical Presentation
In honor of the 250th
anniversary of the United
States, Colonial Reenactor
Guy Morin will offer a pre-
sentation on Militia, Min-

utemen, and the Preparation
for War. Guy will provide
an engaging overview of
the events leading up to the
Revolutionary War, focusing
on the crucial role played by
local militia and minutemen.
His talk will cover what these
citizen-soldiers carried, the
weapons and tactics they
used, how they trained, and
the contributions of Worces-
ter County as tensions esca-
lated toward open rebellion.
Dressed as a typical militia-
man, Guy will bring history
to life with authentic gear
and equipment. Attendees
will have the opportunity
to closely examine the ma-
terials, tools, and weapons
used by colonial fighters.
The presentation, including
a Q&A session, typically
runs about an hour-but Guy
will remain on hand until
every question is answered.
All ages welcome. Regis-
tration required. Funding
generously provided by
the Wales Cultural Coun-
cil. Call, stop by, email, or
message to register. NOW
AVAILABLE: Online reg-
istration: http://engagedpa-
trons.org/EventsExtended.
cfm?SiteID=2496&Even-
tID=585801.

Monson nomination papers
available for town election

MONSON - The Mon-
son Town Clerk’s Office an-
nounces that nomination pa-
pers are now available for the
Annual Town Election to be
held on June 9, 2026.

The following slate of
offices are available:
Select Board, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
Town Clerk, 1 Seat,
term 3 years

Board of Assessors, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
School Committee, 2 Seats,
one term 2 years
one term 3 years
Water/Sewer Commission,
1 Seat,
term 3 years
Cemetery Commission,
1 Seat,
term 3 years

Parks and Recreation

Housing Authority, 1 Seat,

Commission, 1 Seat,
term 3 years

term 5 years
The deadline to obtain

nomination papers is Thurs-
day, April 16.

For inquiries contact the
Monson Town Clerk’s office
at 413-267-4115 or email:
townclerk @monson-ma.gov.

Nomination papers available

PALMER - The Town
Clerk of Palmer will have
nomination papers available
the week of March 9.

The available seats on the
June 9, 2026 town election
are as follows:

Councilor at Large

1 seat
3-year term
Councilor at Large
1 seat
1-year term

District Councilor PCT#1
Iseat
3-year term
Planning Board

2 seats

3-year term

School Committee

2 seats

3-year term

Last day to obtain Nom-
ination papers is April 16,
2026. Nomination papers
must be filed with the Reg-

istrar, no later than April 21,
2026. Fifty valid signatures
are required. The fifty signa-
tures must be registered vot-
ers in the Town of Palmer; the
District Councilor Precinct #
1 seat requires fifty signatures
of registered voters from Pre-
cinct #1.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding filing require-
ments on above seats, please
reach out to the Palmer Town
Clerk’s office.

ORTHOPEDIC URGENT CAR

Expert Orthopedic Care. Right When You Need It.

Wilbraham Clinic - NOW OPEN!
35 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA

413-83-ORTHO

Westfield Clinic

53 Southampton Road
Westfield, MA

MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM - 8PM
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 8AM - 1IPM

ORTHOMA.ORG
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Viewpoints

What I did last weekend SOCIAL SECURITY

was so looking forward
to last Saturday, a

and there was
proof of that no mat-
ter where I turned.

Read on to learn which
outdoor and indoor gardening
activities kept me busy.

First I decided to tackle
the perennial and shrub bor-
ders that I walk by the most
often. Half of the reason we
garden is because we like to
stand back in admiration, so
I figured if I cleaned those
up I’d have something to feel
good about on my way to the
car or the chicken coop.

I leave many perennials
standing through the winter,
especially those with seed
heads the birds might like to
dine on.

So, before T got out the
rake, I went plant by plant
with my hedge clippers, cut-
ting the dead and brown stalks
to about “fist” height from the
ground. Hedge clippers make
fast work of this task. After
that came the rake, with which
I carefully cleaned the bed of
matted leaves and the plant
parts I just cut back. As I was
working, I weeded out clover,
and some perennial grasses
that appeared within the bed,
and although I am nowhere
near ready to apply bark
mulch, I got out the spade and
did my best to put a crisp edge
on the border with the lawn.
Looking good.

While I was putting tools
away I found (gasp) some hy-
acinth and daffodil bulbs that
never got planted in the fall. I

Roberta Meluaid

cannot even believe that there
were green tips on these bulbs
that sat in a empty pot in my
unheated subarctic garden
shed over the winter months.

I figured that after that
torture they deserved to be
planted. I sunk them twice
their height deep and watered
them in. Say a prayer.

My “Redbud garden”
shares a stone wall with some
thornless blackberry bushes.
It may not have been smart on
my account to have an orna-
mental garden opposite plants
that like to sucker like crazy
but such is life when you want
to squeeze in as many plants
as you can into the space
you’ve got...Anyway, ten foot
long canes jumped the wall
into the bed where I have a
few bulbs and biennials at the
base of the Redbud.

I was able to give the
canes a strong yank and lo
and behold I have three new
blackberry bushes free for the
taking. I separated them from
the mother plant, potted them
up and will delight a friend
with them, just as my friend
Kelly’s husband had done for
me some years back.

These berries are so
wonderful. Even with a small
patch I am always able to
freeze a couple of quarts for
use in the offseason. Yum!

With stems cut back,
leaves raked, weeds and
suckers removed and the

ah.da

day in which
I did not have
to drive any-
where. I could
simply stay put
and work on
getting the yard
in shape.

Boy, was
it a long winter,

beds given a crisp edge, I felt
good enough about leaving
outlying gardens for
another day. It
was time to turn

my attention to
tomato seed-
lings that had
long  since

outgrown the

seed packs the seeds

were sown in the third
week of March.

Typically we trans-

plant when the first true leaves

form. I am maybe a week late.

Carefully I lifted out the
clumps of seedlings and gen-
tly pried the roots apart. To-
mato seedlings can be sunk
deeply, almost up to their
leaves; new roots will form
on the stems.

After a gentle watering
they will go back under the
grow lights they until they are
big enough to be moved from
the six packs to a four inch
pot. Probably by May 1.

What is next on the agen-
da? Next weekend I have to
assess my potato patch. I'll
probably pull up old red rasp-
berry canes nearby to expand
the bed.

Blueberry bushes need
some fertilizer. Asparagus
could use lime and compost,
probably some weeding as
well.

There is never a dull mo-
ment this time of year, and |
am not sure I'd want it any
other way.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com  with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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ALMOST AS
CRYPTIC AS IRS
TAX FORMS...

Dear Rusty:

I am 79. My husband
is also 79 and we both re-
ceive Social Security bene-
fits. We were both married
before and we married
each other at the age of 58.
Am [ to understand cor-
rectly that when either of us
dies, the surviving spouse
is not eligible to collect the
deceased spouse’s Social
Security benefits? Please
correct me if I am wrong.

Signed: Curious Spouse

Dear Curious Spouse:

A surviving spouse
only gets one benefit - ei-
ther their own SS retire-
ment amount, or their de-
ceased spouse’s amount,
whichever is more. So, the
Social Security benefit that
the deceased was receiving
at death will be paid to the
surviving spouse, replacing
any smaller SS payment
the survivor was already
collecting. To be sure you
are aware, the surviving
spouse will also be eligi-
ble for a one-time lump
sum death benefit of $255
(I know it isn’t much, but
it should be claimed any-
way).

Also, unless the sur-
viving spouse was already
receiving a spousal ben-
efit while both partners
were living, the surviving
spouse will need to contact
Social Security at 1-800-
772-1213 or at the local
SS field office to make an
appointment to apply for
their survivor benefit.

One other thing to be
aware of since you were
both married before: if ei-
ther of you die, and your
first marriage lasted at
least 10 years and your ex-
spouse has also died, the
surviving spouse will have
a choice to collect a sur-
vivor benefit from either

When a spouse dies
will the other get a
Social Security
Survivor Benefit?

the ex-spouse or the most
recently deceased spouse,
whichever amount is more.
But, again, you can only
collect one benefit pay-
ment as a surviving spouse
either from your ex-spouse
or from your recently de-
ceased spouse, whichever
benefit is higher.

FYI1, survivor benefits
are a confusing area of So-
cial Security, so you might
also find informative this
article I recently published,
as it goes more deeply into
surviving spouse benefits
including benefits for sur-
viving minor children and
surviving adult disabled
children. Read the arti-
cle titled “Demystifying
Social Security Survivor
Benefits” at www.amac-
foundation.org/demystify-
ing-social-security-survi-
vor-benefits/. Of course, if
you have any further ques-
tions, please contact us at
1-888-750-2622 or email
us at SSadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. There is
never a fee for our services.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

esearch has found
that 80% of house-
holds have unused

or expired medications on
a shelf somewhere, proba-
bly in the medicine cabinet.
Now that April is here, you
can do your part to reduce
that percentage.

There are several rea-
sons for the build-up of un-
used and expired meds. A
doctor may change a dose
or switch a patient to a dif-
ferent drug before the first
prescription is finished. We

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

often stop taking a medica-
tion once our symptoms go
away, such as with antibiot-
ics or painkillers.

Unpleasant side effects
may cause us to stop taking
something. And providers
may prescribe more medi-
cation than we actually need
for a recovery period.

The third Friday of
April — April 17 this year —
is National Clean Out Your
Medicine Cabinet Day, a
reminder that keeping old
or unused medications is

Spring cleaning for your medicine cabinet

potentially dangerous to us
and our environment. On
April 25, National Drug
Take-Back Day will give
you the opportunity to get
rid of those drugs in a free
and safe way.

Here are some things to
look for:

Expiration dates

Since 1979, drug manu-
facturers have been required
to stamp an expiration date
on their products, the date
at which the manufacturer
guarantees the full poten-
cy and safety of the medi-
cation. With the exception
of nitroglycerin, insulin
and liquid antibiotics, most
drugs are OK to use well af-
ter their “expiration date”;
they may just lose some po-
tency.

So, you can save money
by not automatically throw-
ing out “expired” aspirin
or acetaminophen. You can
also make medications last
longer by keeping them in
a cool, dry place away from
pets, kids and adolescents.

The bathroom medicine
cabinet, despite its name,

more Serious.

Flushing them or put-

is about the worst place
to keep them because of
warmth, humidity and ac-
cessibility.
Opioids

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention, approximately
105,000 people died from
drug overdose in 2023, and
more than three-quarters of
the deaths involved opioids.

These powerful pain-
killers are potentially ad-
dictive and dangerous, even
deadly. If your dentist gave
you a few Oxycodone or Vi-
codin tablets to take after a
procedure, and if you kept a
few “just in case,” get rid of
them.

Antibiotics

Keeping antibiotics
past their expiration date
and disposing them wil-
ly-nilly is a recipe for di-
saster. Old antibiotics don’t
perform as well, which may
cause a bacterial infection
to last longer and become

ting them down the drain

puts them into the environ-

ment and can encourage

antibiotic resistance or “su-

perbugs,” making infections

harder to treat in the future.
Liquids

Liquid medications like
cough syrups are especially
prone to bacterial growth
once they have been opened.
The preservatives that keep
ingredients sterile degrade
over time.

When that happens,
bacteria can multiply inside
the bottle. Using these prod-
ucts can introduce bacteria
into a person’s eyes, ears or
digestive system, progress-
ing to an infection.

Old eye drops, for ex-
ample, pose a major con-
tamination risk. Bacteria
can grow in an opened bot-
tle of preservative-free eye
drops. Putting them in your
eyes, an organ that is con-
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Letters to the
editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm
authorship prior to publication.
We reserve the right to edit

or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous,
unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, or defamation
of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor

24 Water St.

Palmer MA 01069

or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline
for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL
GIFT SHOPPE

April Vendors
April 16 - Weleful Weavers
April 21 - Wicked Good Treats
April 23 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
April 30 - Jewelry for Diane

May Vendors
May 5 - Crystal Clear Emotions
May 6 - How Charming
May 13 - Generations of Cookies
May 19 - Wicked Good Treats
May 27 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
April 30 - Jewelry for Diane

April 18
Brimfield Farmers Market opens on Saturday, April 18,
9 a.m. — | p.m. Save these dates: May 9 is the annual Hitch-
cock Plant Sale, and this year’s Town-Wide Tag Sale will take
place on May 30.

ONGOING

WALES CHURCH FARMER’S MARKET - Located in

the church pavilion across from the post office on the corner
of Route 19 and Monson Road. We will be open every Satur-
day morning from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. beginning on Memorial
Day weekend and running throughout the summer until Labor
Day weekend. We offer homemade baked goods, local honey,
crafts, flea market items, antiques, and fruits and vegetables
when in season. Vendors are welcome and there is no charge
to set up a table.

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class students
can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested ahead
of time. Contact: trulytorie2000 @ gmail.com for more info and
to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice dif-
ferent crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For more
information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely
Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hik-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-

homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own.
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors.
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for
details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.
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nected to the bloodstream,
can cause all kinds of havoc
from mild irritations to eye
ulcers.

Keep on hand...

The most useful med-
ications are those that help
deal with common aches,
allergies and illnesses.
These include:

e Pain relievers/fever
reducers:  Acetaminophen
(i.e. Tylenol), ibuprofen
(i.e. Motrin) or aspirin.

* Antihistamines: Med-
ications such as Benadryl,
Claritin, Zyrtec or their ge-
neric equivalents.

Antacids: This can
include tablets like Tums or
liquids like milk of mag-
nesia.

* Decongestants: Com-
mon ones include Sudafed
and Neo-Synephrine. Be
careful using nasal decon-

gestants, as they can cause
rebound congestion.

* Antidiarrheals: Don’t
be caught without some
Imodium, Pepto-Bismol or
their generic cousins.

If you do end up
with out-of-date
or unneeded pre-
scriptions (includ-
ing prescriptions
that a pet may have
had), you have
an opportunity to |/
get rid of ’
them
during
N a -
tional
Pre-

Send Us
Your Community
Summer Events

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Summer Fest Supplement
which will be published June 3, 2026.

Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name

¢

scription Take-Back Day on
April 25. Since 2010, more
than 200 million pounds of
drugs have been collected.
For information and loca-
tions, visit dea.gov/take-
backday, where you can
search by
1 = city, coun-
E ty, state or
zip code.
Unused
medications
thrown in
the trash
can be re-

I - ——
Tl

trieved
_"!!SL a n d
{8 2 abuged,

———

-

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:

Deadline
for Calendar

submissions
~ is May 6.

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer Event”

in the subject line of your email.

If they are flushed, they can
contaminate the water sup-
ply. Proper disposal of un-
used drugs saves lives and
protects the environment.
Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered
nurse and board-certified
patient advocate, is the
founder of www.NurseAd-
vocateEntrepreneur.com,
which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become suc-
cessful private patient ad-
vocates. A Monson, MA
resident, she is the author
of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself
& Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Find-
ing Strength and Under-
standing in Health Care,”
available at Amazon.com.
Contact her at Teri@Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone
consultation.

POETRY CORNER
Roughspun
And The Blue

Oaks take on a quiet gray,
Roughspun over limbs and waist;
The fairest blue the bluebird shows,
With. inimitable taste.

The gray can last a thousand years,
Unseen on a deep forest’s floor;
Or there to support a millenium,

And still have time for more.

The blue appears a bare hour
From a branch of melting spring;
With tender freshets from the sky ~

That a fragile voice can sing.

Beauty of strength — strength of beauty,
Could seem an unrelated thing;
But one endures for all — the silence,
Those times that die, and wait, for wing.

— Charles Barnes

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

PALMER

PUBLIC AUCTION

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 at 11:00 AM

i

A

THREE FAMILY HOME

4112 - 4116 HIGH STREET

This three family investment property
sits on *.11 acres in an established
neighborhood. The dwelling has *

2,868 sq. ft. of living area and features

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, vinyl siding,

porch and replacement windows.

zekosgroup.com

VISIT WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

ZEKOS GROUP AUCTIONEERS
508-842-9000
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Wilbraham Women’s
Club Fashion Show

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Women’s Club
is sponsoring a Fashion
Show Luncheon on Thurs-
day, April 23, at the St.
Cecilia Parish Center, 42
Main St., Wilbraham.

Clothing from Chico’s
in the Longmeadow Shops

The donation is $42 and is
a fundraiser for the club’s
scholarships and charita-
ble donations to needy or-
ganizations in the area.

please make checks pay-
able to Wilbraham Wom-
en’s Club and mail to

For reservations,

Victorian Tea Room to be
hosted by First Church

LUDLOW - Returning
this year, First Church in
Ludlow 859 Center St. Lud-
low is offering a day of ele-
gance with our popular Vic-
torian Tea Room. Join us on
Saturday, May 2 from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. for a relaxing time
with friends and family.

from $3 to $7 per teapot or
variety plate of treats. Cash
only, No reservations. Dress
casually or fancy with a
whimsical hat or fascinator.
A photo memory space
available to take pictures.
Surprise Mom with a pre-
Mother’s Day treat. Try your

Puplic safety

Monson Fire Logs

Fire log for Monson Fire
Department for the week of
April 6 through April 12,
2026. The department re-
sponded to 21 EMS calls and
5 Fire calls.

On Monday, April 6 at
9:25 a.m. the department re-

6:05 p.m.

On Thursday, April 9 at
5:33 p.m. the department re-
sponded to 32 Hospital Road
for the stove fire. The depart-
ment returned to service at
6:25 p.m.

On Sunday, April 12 at

will be featured. The ca- Sue Agnew, 7 Aspen Dr., Enjoy an elegantly luck with a special raffle.Call sponded to 178 Hovey Road  11:05 a.m. the department re-
tered luncheon choices are ~ Wilbraham 01095.  For served variety of or text 413-237-4062 for the smoke investigation. sponded to Cote Road for the
Salmon with dill sauce or questions, call Sue at 596- teas, finger or message First The department returned to brush fire. The department re-
Chicken Francaise. 94380. sandwiches, Church in Ludlow service at 9:55 a.m. turned to service at 11:49 a.m.

There will also be a Be sure to include scones and % “__at https:// On Tuesday, April 7 at On Sunday, April 12 at
raffle for many prizes and meal choice in memo of dainty - S www.facebook. 3:36 p.m. the department re-  6:39 p.m. the department re-
gift certificates. Join us check. Also, include with sweet {!:2\ % . . com/first- sponded to the area of 13 Old  sponded to Bogan Road for
at 11:30 for a social time whom you wish to sit. treats. | *5“ " ) churchludlow Stafford Road for the motor the brush fire. The depart-
with hors d’oeuvres fol- Thank you for your sup- Prices \\ _j/ e for more in- vehicle crash. The depart- ment returned to service at
lowed by lunch at Noon. port. range y formation. ment returned to service at 7:04 p.m.

Legion Field in 2021. you to play a J.V. schedule for next fall. The rivalry series
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I’'m going to remember those
guys for a very long time.”

Perry received the pres-
tigious Leornard J. Bailey
Award at halftime of the Lud-
low game on Thanksgiving
morning.

“As long as we have a
football team here at Palmer
High School, we’ll continue
to have the Bailey Award,”
Marciniec said. “It’s a very
important award for the mem-
bers of the Bailey Award com-
mittee, our school, and com-
munity.”

The Panthers, who fin-
ished with a 6-5 overall record
last season, defeated Ludlow
for the first time since they
posted a 34-0 shutout win at

On the first Saturday of
November, the Panthers made
the short trip to Veterans’ Field
in Ware and defeated the Indi-
ans,21-6, for the first time in
a decade. They also squeaked
out a 7-6 win against cross-
town Pathfinder Tech in the
2025 season opening game at
Legion Field.

While Palmer High
School has co-ops with sev-
eral other high schools in the
area, that route wasn’t an op-
tion for the football team.

“The administration
wants to keep the football
program here at Palmer High
School,” Marciniec said. “If
we did form a co-op, it would
be almost impossible to restart
our own program in a couple
of years. The PVIAC wants

a season before moving back
up to the varsity ranks. You
must show them that you can
sustain a program.”

Most of the Panthers ju-
nior varsity games will be
played on Monday’s.

Marciniec is hoping to
schedule at least one night
game at Legion Field.

“I’'m hoping to schedule
eight or nine games for the
J.V. team,” Marciniec said.
“We could play the same team
twice. My goal is to schedule
competitive games, which
will help us improve as a
team. The record doesn’t mat-
ter very much to me.”

The Palmer and Ware
football teams were scheduled
to meet on the gridiron for the
100th time at Legion Field

14. Dark olive black

15. Light, crinkled fabric

16. Notre Dame has a golden
one

17. Leaked blood

18. Confronted

19. Negligible amount

20. Facilitated

22. Hill or rocky peak

23. Minneapolis suburb

24. Songs to one’s beloved

27. Brake horsepower

30. Angry

title

40. Slang for time off

44, Philly footballers

49, Scientific instrument
52. Pages may be dog-__
55. Israeli city __ Aviv

56. Type of sword

60. Middle Eastern military

61. Wise individuals
63. French Polynesian island

69. Romanian city

CLUES ACROSS 41, Fabric CLUES DOWN
1. Greek goddess of marriage  42. Ancient kingdom near 1. Greek cupbearer of the Gods
5. Tropical American blue Dead Sea 2. Ancient Syrian city
jay-like bird 43. Defunct regional economic 3. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
10. Abba __, Israeli politician organization 4, Range of mountains

45, Female sibling (abbr.)

46. Peter Griffin’s daughter 6. Spoke

47. Digital audiotape 7. City in Georgia
48, Insecticide 8. Theatrical

9. CNN's founder
10. Icelandic poems

12. Bowfin genus

Greece

31. Children’s game Bora__ 25. Cool! constellation
32. Spelling is a type of one 64, Popular shoe type 26. Male parent 57. Weapon
35. Obtained in return for 65. One of 50 21. Where some gymnasts 58. Amounts of time

labor 66. Divulge a secret work 59. Isodor __, American Nobel
37. Indicates center 67. Dish of cooked meat 28. Capital of Vietnam physicist
38. Chinese dynasty mixed with potatoes 29. Sailboats 61. Soviet Socialist Republic
39. 01d World buffaloes 68. Actress Zellweger 32. Shelter (Scottish) 62. Witness

33. Completed

5. One thousand cubic feet

11. Bjorn __, tennis player

13. One point north of northeast
21. Political divisions in ancient

23. Electroencephalograph

34. Discharge

36. Arrest

37. Partner to cheese

38. Coffee receptacle

40. Stagnate

41, Satisfies

43, Snakelike fish

44, Consume food

46. Type of school

47, Erase

49, Inform

50. Girl's given name

51. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation

52. Every one of two or more
things

53. Northern India city

54. Seventeenth stars in a

will be put on hold for a year.

“I’ve been involved in
the Ware and Palmer football
game as either a player or a
coach for more than twenty
years,” Marciniec said. “Not
playing that game this year is
going to be bittersweet. I'm
sure people in both commu-
nities are disappointed about
it. I hope they understand our
situation.”

The Panthers were also
scheduled to battle the Lud-
low Lions for the 79th time at
the Ludlow Sports Complex
on Thanksgiving morning.

Marciniec and Ludlow
Athletic Director Tim Bril-
lo are trying to plan a fund-
raiser during Thanksgiving
week, which will benefit both
schools.

Hopefully, the Panthers
football team will have a suc-
cessful season competing at
the J.V. level and will be re-
turning as a varsity team in the
fall of 2027.

File photo
The 100th meeting between Palmer and Ware is now on hold
with the news that Palmer will not have varsity football this fall.

STUDENTS 1 from page 1

next year, and a trip to Cos-
ta Rica and Panama, which
she described as “a perfect
combination or integration of
the tropical rainforest and the
coastal part of the continent.”

This trip will involve
visits to the capital of Cos-
ta Rica, San José, as well as
Guanacaste, Sarapiqui, and
national parks. She also went
into detail about what the stu-
dents would see in Panama.

“We’re going to go to
Gatun Lake, which is an ar-
tificial lake that provides the
water for the Panama Canal,”
Garces said, and added that
the itinerary also includes
visits to the canal, and to Pan-
ama City, “which is a beauti-
ful city that combines the old
city with the new one.”

The 2028 trip is expect-
ed to take place between
March 22 and March 30, so
that it won’t interfere with
sports and to save money.

Vice Chair Karen No-
the-Valley asked how the
travel company was respond-
ing to recent travel advisories
relating to “anything happen-
ing in the world right now.”
Garces assured the commit-
tee that the travel company is
taking precautions in case of
global unrest.

“Spain, right now, is
Level Two,” Garces said. “If
you look at the map, most
countries, in the basic sce-
nario, are Level Two.”

The committee voted
unanimously to approve the
trip to Spain. This led into
a discussion about the 2027
trip to Mexico, which already
had its initial vote, but will
be up for another vote later
in the process.

“There were some head-
lines, a month or so ago,
about violence in Mexico,”
said Superintendent Paul
Foster. “T just wanted to
have an opportunity, if there
were questions about what
the process is when there are
concerns about a particular
country after we’re in the
middle of planning a trip.”

Garces said that she
met with the families of the
students that are going, not-
ing that half of them will
be accompanied by a parent
as chaperone. “They feel
very comfortable,” she said.
“They have been checking,
every day, how things are
going with Mexico. (...) With
the research that we have
done, the parts where we’re
going to stay — which are
Campeche and the Jucantan
Peninsula — are the safest in
Latin America.”

“Mexico is like the Unit-
ed States; it’s a huge country
that’s divided into states,”
Garces continued. “Mexico
is a very rich country, there
is too much to learn about
the culture and about every-
thing there, and the activities
they’ll be doing are wonder-
ful. I think that it’s going to

The Jack Rome Memorial

SK & Fun Walk

+

Foundation ‘” u
for rimals

Thomas J. O‘Connor
Animal Control & Adoption Center
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May 2, 2026 » 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Fountain Park, 883 Tinkham Road, Wilbraham

A community event to raise funds for TJO Animals in need. ToBenefit The Foundation

Fun family activities and goodies for the pups.

Their Second Chance Begins With You!

Register at TUJOFoundation.org

be a great experience.”

Garces described how
different the separate regions
of Mexico are. She explained
that the riskiest place the trip
would pass through would
be Mexico City, where they
will arrive, which is at Level
Two, comparable to Spain,
France, or Portugal.

Garces said that the
groups are very comfortable,
but intend to keep the group
small. She said that she is
working on securing funding
to cover part of the trip and
lower the cost.

Garces emphasized that
the trip is still a year out, and
said that the travel company
had offered a deal if the po-
litical situation changes in
a way that might affect the
trip.

“They have no problem
just rescheduling, or giving
us other choices,” Garces
said, mentioning that Peru,
Belize, or the Dominican
Republic were suggested as
possible alternatives. How-
ever, when she brought this
to the families, they still
wanted to go to Mexico.

“If it’s for the families,
if it’s for me, that’s still my
choice,” Garces said.

After voting unanimous-
ly on final approval of the
trip to Spain on April 18, and
with no vote pending on the
trip to Mexico, the commit-
tee voted unanimously to ap-
prove the trip to Costa Rica
and Panama in 2028.

for TJO Animals
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IN the classroom

Schools districts met with legislators about funding

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District host-
ed a “Conversation with our
Legislators” this past Mon-
day, with representation from
across the district’s five towns,
as well as from neighboring
school districts and commu-
nities.

State Sen. Peter Durant,
along with State Reps. Todd
Smola, Donnie Berthiaume
and John Marsi attended the
meeting to hear concerns
about Rural School Aid fund-
ing, Chapter 70 funding, de-
clining enrollment and more.

Also attending  were
Massachusetts Association of
Regional Schools President
Paul Haughey, who is also the
superintendent of the Spen-
cer-East Brookfield Regional
School District; North Brook-
field Public Schools Super-
intendent Tim McCormick;
Quaboag Regional School
District Superintendent Ste-
phen Duff; and Tantasqua Re-
gional School District Super-
intendent Deborah Boyd.

Quabbin Regional School
District Superintendent Col-
leen Mucha said this was an
opportunity to speak directly
to the area’s legislators, and
share their concerns.

“The goal of today is we
really wanted to have a united
front,” she said. “We are trying
to work together.”

Haughey spoke on behalf
of the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Regional Schools, and
said there are a “lot of com-
mon threads” between all of
the schools districts, including
the rising costs of being a peo-
ple-driven field.

“We’re human resources
heavy and as a result, there’s a
lot of expense in that,” he said.

Haughey said the per pu-
pil funding in Minimum Aid
needs to be increased to at
least $150, but that a more ac-
curate number would be much
higher.

“It’s still not enough,” he
said. “We need $200-250 to
make this run right.”

Haughey said the cost of
transportation for both general
education and special educa-
tion is “quite concerning.” He
said many school districts only
receive one or two quotes for
transportation to choose from
when they go out to bid, which
backs them in a corner finan-
cially.

Transportation costs

Massachusetts Association
of Regional Schools Presi-
dent and Superintendent of
the Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District,
Paul Haughey

should be fully reimbursed to
regional school districts by the
state, he said. As of right now,
the reimbursement rate is pro-
jected to be between 80-90%.

He said a glitch in the
Chapter 70 funding formula
is hurting rural schools across
the commonwealth.

“The rural factor is not
built into 70 at this point and
it’s a major concern,” he said.

Haughey said school ad-
ministrators are all pushing
to have Rural School Aid in-
creased to $60 million, and
to create a “pothole” fund for
school districts with declining
enrollment, as well as an in-
crease in charter school reim-
bursements and covering the
expenses of new, state-man-
dated graduation require-
ments.

“We need to do better,”
Haughey said. “If graduation
requirements are to change...
there needs to be funding to
support that as well.”

Haughey said the work
administrators and legislators
have ahead of them is import-
ant and needs to be a priority.

“These are our children,”
he said. “We need people
working together to get this
done.”

Efforts at efficiency

Mucha invited the super-
intendents and town officials
to share efforts they have taken
to gain efficiencies when faced
with the uncertainty of state
funding.

She said the Quabbin Re-
gional School District used
COVID funding to purchase
vans, which are used for stu-
dent and athletic transporta-
tion.

“That has saved us a tre-
mendous amount of funding,”

(]
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41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094
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appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
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or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
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OPPORTUNITY
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Quabbin Regional School
District Superintendent
Colleen Mucha

she said.

Boyd said the Tantasqua
Regional School District pur-
chased its own fleet of 45 vehi-
cles to provide all transporta-
tion, include special education
transportation, in house. While
this has helped to regulate the
increasing cost of transporta-
tion, the school district is still
impacted by the labor force,
and the cost of fuel.

Boyd said being desig-
nated “Hold Harmless” isn’t
enough for rural school dis-
tricts anymore.

“That fact that so many
of us are in Hold Harmless. ..
means something’s wrong
with the formula,” she said.

Boyd added that, “some-
thing feels broken on the state
level, not just Chapter 70, but
local aid.”

“The pittance of money
going to the towns is truly put-
ting the burden on the towns,”
she said.

West Brookfield Town
Administrator Theresa Cofske
said that health insurance is a
major cost driver in the town’s
budget, and that they are in the
process of enacting an “opt
out” program.

“It’s a process, but we’re
hoping it will be helpful,” she
said.

Mucha said the way that
Rural School Aid is admin-
istered poses a challenge to
school districts when they are
trying to build and present
their budgets to towns. She
said it is awarded like a grant,
and school districts don’t
know when they’ll receive it,
and that this year the aid was
late.

“It’s really hard to plan on
that aid,” she said.

Retired Quabbin Region-
al School District Superinten-
dent and Barre Select Board
Chair, Dr. Maureen Marshall,

o
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North Brookfield Public
Schools Superintendent
Tim McCormick

said Rural School Aid should
be awarded the same way that
transportation reimbursements
are — up front — so that school
districts can plan more effec-
tively.

“We're really concerned
about something that’s really a
simple fix,” she said.

Boyd agreed and said that
Rural School Aid has become
a “financial cliff” for school
districts.

McCormick said rural
school districts “really need a
consistent number to plan with
every year.”

The uncertainty of Rural
School Aid has had a negative
impact on other services in
towns, Marshall said, includ-
ing police, fire and the mainte-
nance of infrastructure.

“The impact on the local
communities is significant,”
she said.

Clare Hendra, an Oakham
representative on the Quabbin
Regional School Committee,
said the school’s budget makes
up about two-thirds of her
town’s budget. She said this
has put other departments in
town at real risk.

“Some departments are
barely functioning and near
disaster,” she said. “If they
[schools] are in trouble, it fil-
ters right down.”

Response from legislators

Berthiaume said the com-
monwealth’s budget will be
released this week, and leg-
islators will have a brief op-
portunity to file amendments.
He said that unfortunately, the
process can’t be completed
any sooner than it is.

Smola said himself and
the other legislators present at
the meeting were all on board
with the recommendations put
forward by the various town
officials and administrators.

Smola said he has been
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State Rep. Todd Smola

pushing for the Chapter 70 for-
mula to be fixed for some time.

“We should have been
prepping for this two years
ago,” he said. “We should al-
ready be here with a solution.
We should already have a fix
to the Chapter 70 formula.”

He said the formula needs
to be wiped out and rebuilt,
in order for it to be beneficial
to the school districts and the
towns.

Smola also raised con-
cerns about the financial cliff
created by the Student Oppor-
tunity Act, which is set to run
out in fiscal year 2027. He also
talked about the “unprecedent-
ed” number of communities
seeking overrides.

“Education is the big
one,” he said in terms of costs
in the budget. “It has the big-
gest impact on municipalities.”

Smola said school dis-
tricts are facing declining
enrollment across the com-
monwealth, and they are now
fighting over the same people.
He said many school districts
are also holding on to brick
and mortar infrastructure that
should not be in service.

“That’s not pragmat-
ic and it’s not practical,” he
said. “We’ve got to look at
this through a different set of
eyes.”

Berthiaume said pressure
from school administrators

State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume

and town officials on State
House leadership would have
more of an impact than just
from him and the other legis-
lators.

Smola said they should
ask legislators to take roll call
votes before an amendment,
and “get them on the record.”

“If you want this short-
term fix, that would be my
recommendation,” Smola said.
“Your voice is going to be im-
portant to this process.”

Marsi said it’s the words
and actions of citizens that
“turns the wheel” of change at
the State House.

Durant said legislators
face an uphill battle on Beacon
Hill, and he also advocated for
the need for roll call votes.

“Because that’s where
people publicly announce their
priorities,” he said.

A unified voice

Mucha passed around a
letter for administrators and
town officials to sign, showing
their unified commitment to
advocate for funding changes
for rural schools.

Haughey said school
districts cannot continue to
meet state mandates without a
change in funding.

“We can only work with
what we’re given. We’re going
backwards, nor forward, with
resources...the Band-Aids are
done,” he said.

MONSON - The Mon-
son Garden Club has an-
nounced that two $500
scholarships are available
to high school seniors who
reside in Monson and plan
to continue school at a 2- or
4-year college to study in

Monson Garden Club
scholarship deadline

any branch of the life, nat-
ural, or environmental sci-
ences.

Applications with in-
structions may be obtained
through their school guid-
ance office and are due by
April 28, 2026.

Wednesday, April 22
7pm-?
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PRIZES! Blngﬂ
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CLEAN UP 1 from page 1

aged to bring their own rakes
and equipment, but Triozzi
provides a few extras for
them as they go out to the
cross-country and hiking
trails that connect the high
school to Old Mill Pond
School to clear winter de-
bris, like fallen branches and
leaf litter that athletes could
slip on.

“That doesn’t take too
long,” Triozzi said. He and
a faculty member — this year
it was Erik Brennan — then
meet the students in the
parking lot to hand out con-
tractor bags and split up to
go to the various parts of the
school where trash tends to
gather.

“Usually around the ball
fields, and the little creeks
that meander through be-
tween OMP and the other
side of PHS, those spots
tend to get a lot of debris,”
Triozzi said. He said that
plastic bottles and foil chip
bags are the big offenders.

“We go in there, and the
kids collect as much as they
can,” Triozzi said. “When
it’s done, we bring it out to
the dumpster, and that’s it.”

After the students finish,
those with their own cars
drive themselves, or they
call home for a ride. Triozzi
said that the clean-up usual-
ly finishes on-schedule, so
the parents know when to
pick up the students.

“It’s nothing spectac-
ular,” Triozzi said, “just
walking around the campus
and cleaning up some of the
stuff that should’ve been in a
garbage can but isn’t.”

Triozzi started this pro-
gram six years ago during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
taking his Environmental
Science students for field
work in the woods.

“The big issue there was
that there were so many used
face masks that had blown
all over the place, and they
were painfully visible in the
bushes and the creek and ev-
erywhere,” Triozzi remem-
bered. “The nice thing is that
for students that don’t have

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
DEPENDABLE

Submitted photos

Holding bags of trash they collected, (from left) Eldi A., Amhia M., Katie M., Madelyn R., Kelsey C., Erick R., Anthony E., Kylie W., Erik Brennan., Liam B., Isabella L.,

Alli L.,Lorena D.L.,and Jonas T. _

transportation options, it’s a
familiar place, on campus,
where they can give a little
back to their school commu-
nity.”

This event provides an
opportunity for the school
to instill responsible behav-
iors in the students, teach-
ing them to take care of the
environment and building
them up to be good citizens,
according to Triozzi.

“As they get to be
adults, they’re learning there
are bigger things out there,
rather than just monetary
awards,” Triozzi said.

Triozzi also takes the
opportunity to encourage the
students to pursue further
environmental volunteering,
and mentioned a few organi-
zations he often points them
to, including the Connecti-
cut River Conservancy’s
Source to Sea Clean-Up, and
the Appalachian Mountain
Club’s Trail Maintenance.

The high school re-
quires students to do 10
hours of community service
across four years. Triozzi
said that the Campus Clean-
Up counts toward that re-
quirement, knocking off two
hours for every year that the
student participates.

The event is open to all
the high school students,
from freshmen to seniors.
Triozzi said that the majori-
ty of students come back the

following year. This year he
had 12 volunteers, and he
said that last year he saw 17.

“I just put a notice out
telling students to pick up a
permission slip, and to bring
rakes and gloves,” Triozzi
said.

Triozzi was very grate-
ful to the school staff and the
community for its support
for this event. He thanked
Erik Brennan, the advisor
for Student Council who as-
sisted him this year, as well
as Principal Sue North for
her support.

“I couldn’t do this with-
out the support of the ad-
ministration and the overall
school community and stu-
dent council,” Triozzi said.
“I deeply appreciate that
they help put out the mes-

Students were able to fill seven trash bags with trash and de-
bris that was collected from the school grounds.

sage and help get as many
students involved as possi-
ble.”

Triozzi said that the
school’s custodial depart-
ment often provides tools
and cleaning materials, and
so he’s not looking for any
donations, but appreciates
the community’s continued
support for his work.

“The hope is that they
feel good about what they
do, and as they grow up,
they volunteer for other
things that may contribute to
helping out their community
and taking care of the envi-
ronment,” Triozzi said.

If you’d like to learn
more about what’s going on
at the high school, you can
visit their website at Palmer-
Schools.org/PalmerHS.

Gloves and other equipment for the campus
provided by the school.

Students were instructed to bring their own rakes to clean up
the trail during the annual Trail and Campus Clean-Up.
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Indians beat Palmer
in marathon matchup

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER - The rivalry
between Ware and Palm-
) er High

o School’s

Thursday afternoon,

as the two varsity soft-

ball teams faced off in a

hard-fought battle that last-
ed four hours.

Undeterred by a 14-run
deficit entering the fourth in-
ning, Ware launched an im-
pressive rally.

After the top of the sev-
enth inning, the Lady Indi-
ans were holding a 19-18
lead.

Palmer responded with
a run in the bottom half of
the frame, which forced
the Suburban East League
match-up into extra innings.

Turley photo by Maddox Bear
Amhia McElreavy catches an out at first.

PALMER 1 page 11

Mustangs fall to Indlans
at Dunkin’ Park

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HARTFORD, CT
— Over the past couple of
years, Shane Szado and Kyle
Kaczuwka were teammates
on the Monson Post 241 Le-
gion baseball team.

Last Saturday night, Sza-
do and Kaczuwka, who are
both seniors, opposed each
other for the first time at the
varsity level as starting pitch-
ers.

The matchup between
the Monson and Ware varsi-
ty baseball teams took place
under the bright lights of
Dunkin Park in Hartford,
Connecticut.

Just like during the past
two seasons, Kyle Kaczuwka
and his Indians teammates
were able to celebrate a 19-5
victory over the Mustangs at
the home field of the Yard
Goats, who are the Double A
affiliate of the Colo-
rado Rockies. -~ The
non-league
contest end-
ed after 41/2
innings due
to the 10-run
mercy rule. \

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Owen Pear makes
contact to
send the ball
over the net.

“1T7 ve
known Shane
since 1 at-
tended
his  dad’s
(Craig) base-
ball camps at Monson High
School. He’s one of my best
friends,” said Kaczuwka fol-
lowing the game. “This was
also the first time that I was
a starting pitcher during my
varsity career. It was an awe-
some experience competing
against friends on a Minor
League Field. We would like
to thank the parents and the
sponsors for making this op-
portunity possible for us.”

The Indians, who had
a 4-1 overall record, have
now won all three games that
they’ve played against the
Mustangs (2-2) at Dunkin
Park.

Kyle’s older brother, Na-
than was the winning pitcher
in last year’s game at Dunkin
Park, which was al4-3 Ware
win. The Indians won the in-

MUSTANGS 1 page 10

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Anthony Tullouch makes a
throw to first.

Panthers edge
Pacers in
tennis action

PALMER - In a three-
match contest between Chi-
copee and Palmer boys ten-
nis, Palmer scored a 2-1 win
over the Pacers.

Owen Pear and the
f pair of Dexter Luce and
Owen Kupiec-Fox scored
wins for the Panthers.

Tyler Hoar won a three-
set matchup for Chicopee
High School.

The Panthers are 1-2 and
Chicopee is 1-4.

Pioneers
fall to Comp

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Julieta Tweedell
hustles home
on a hit.

PALMER -
Pathfinder softball
was able to push
across a couple of
runs early, but Chi-
copee Comprehensive
came roaring back and
ended up turning the
game around, defeat-
ing Pathfinder 25-9
5T = last Thursday at

s = Pathfinder Tech. The
Pioneers fell to 0-4 on
the season while Chicop-
ee Comprehensive rose
above .500 to 3-2.

y

Addison Doktor swings and
connects on a base hit.

Shane Normoyle
makes a serve.

Dexter Luce serves in doubles action.
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Owen Pear
Palmer High School

Pear scored a win in singles action last
Thursday to help lead Palmer to a team win

over Chicopee.
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augural game, 11-3, in 2024.

Kaczuwka, who’s nor-
mally the Indians starting
catcher, wasn’t informed
that he would be the start-
ing pitcher in last Saturday’s
game until prior to the start of
the game.”

“I wasn’t really sure who
would be our starting pitch-
er in tonight’s game until
we arrived here,” said Ware
interim head coach Shawn
Clark. “We have three games
this week and we wanted to
save both Brady (Guimond)
and Jack (Gaudreau). I talk-
ed with my assistant coaches
about it. We decided to give
the ball to Kyle. He was ready
to go and pitched very well.”

Kaczuwka, = Guimond,
and Gaudreau are three of the
Ware seniors. The other four
seniors listed on the Indians
varsity roster are centerfield-
er Troy Dufresne, second
baseman Brodie Koczur, first
baseman Alex Orszulak and
Marek Luongo, who’s a re-
serve player.

Kaczuwka, who’s a
righthander, pitched the first
four innings. He allowed one
run on four hits with three
strikeouts and just one walk.

Szado, who’s also a
catcher, has pitched a couple
of innings at the varsity lev-
el in the past. He made his
first start of the season on the

o
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mound.

The other three Monson
seniors are shortstop Jack
Beaupre, centerfielder Ben
Pignone, and right fielder
Austin Meacham.

“Even though we lost the
game, it’s always very spe-
cial getting the opportunity
to play a game here, especial-
ly for our four seniors” said
Monson head coach Curtis
Orlik. “Those guys have put
together a pretty good varsity
baseball career.”

Beaupre (2-for-3) tripled
to rightfield leading off the
top of the first inning.

“I played on the same
travel baseball team with Jake
in Worcester last summer,”’

How to contact the Sports Editor

Have the scoop on a local sports story? Want to
submit a team photo, pass along a potential story idea,
or just find out how to get a copy of that great photo of
your young athlete? Please send all sports-related press
releases and information to Sports Editor Greg Scibelli
at: sports @turley.com or call, 1-413-283-8393.

Shortstop Jake Beaupre makes a great play on a grounder.

Kaczuwka said. “I threw him
a high curve ball, and he hit
it hard to rightfield. I kept
throwing strikes after that and
trusted my defense to make
the plays.”

With runners on first and
second with no outs in the
bottom of the first, Kaczuwka
blasted a Szado pitch to deep
centerfielder for a two-run
double. It was also his 100th
career base hit.

“It just felt awesome
to get my 100th career base
hit in tonight’s game,” said
Kaczuwka, who went 3-for-
4 at the plate with four RBIs.
“I've worked so hard to
achieve that milestone.”

The last member of the
Ware varsity baseball team
to record 100 career hits was
Dylan Sutkaitis, who graduat-
ed in 2024.

“Dylan was one of my
role models when I was
younger,” Kaczuwka said.
“He was an outstanding hitter
and catcher.”

The Indians wound up
scoring eight runs in the first

Candlepinleague News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Thursday Night
Mixed at Bogey

EAST BROOKFIELD -
The Thursday Night Mixed
League at Bogey Lanes is
nearing the end of the bowl-
ing season.

Holding onto first place
is the four-person team
(Team Four) of Kaelin Skye,
Ryley Burdett, Nate Fon-
taine, and Aaron Fontaine
with a record of 66-22. Team
Four has six-point lead over
the second-place team, Walk-
ing my Goldfish (60-28).

Team  Four bowled
against the Scorpion Bowlers
during the first week in April.
In game one, Team Four de-
feated Scorpion Bowlers by
a score of 416-402. Ryley
Burdett of Team Four bowled
well with 119.

In game two, Team
Four held onto the lead long
enough to win 440-434. Aar-
on Fontaine of Team Four

bowled well with 154 to
clinch the second win for his
team.

In game three, Team
Four clinched the sweep over
Scorpion Bowlers by win-
ning the last game 447-385.
Nate Fontaine led the team
with 141 to finish. His broth-
er finished with 116 and a
series of 380 while Burdett
finished with 114 and a se-
ries of 327. The final score
was 1303-1221 in favor of
Team Four.

Spare Bears bowled
against The B Team at Bogey
Lanes. In game one, Spare
Bears and the B Team tied
385-385. In game two, the B
Team won by a score of 408-
369. Joe Mullen of B Team
was over his average by scor-
ing 102.

In game three, B Team
won by a score of 395-361.
Mullen broke the century
mark again with 100 in the
final game. Final score was
1188-1115 in favor of B
Team.

Walking my Goldfish
bowled against Music Man.
In game one, Walking my

Goldfish won by a score of
388-381. Game two was
also won by Walking my
Goldfish, 436-390. 124 was
bowled by Aaron of Walking
my Goldfish. The team also
won the last game, 425-398.
Steve Burritt of Music Man
finished with 107.

Team Twelve bowled
against the Bowling Hogs. In
game one, Team Twelve won
by a score of 410-383. John
Miller of Team Twelve began
the match with 111.

In game two, Bowl-
ing Hogs won by a score of
389-387. Game three was
won by the Bowling Hogs,
409-405. The final score was
1202-1181 in favor of Team
Twelve.

Slide or Die bowled
against Glen Echo Rollers. In
game one, Glen Echo Rollers
defeated Slide or Die by a
score of 407-377. In game
two, Glen Echo Rollers won
again by a score of 398-376.

In game three, Slide of
Die won by a score of 407-
392. The final score was
1197-1160 in favor of Glen
Echo Rollers.
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Tommy Murphy sends a throw to second.

inning.

Freshman Joe Cygan,
who started the game at third
baseman, knocked in two
runs with a single to cen-
ter. He also scored on a wild
pitch. Orszulak also had an
RBI single. The Indians other
two runs came home on a bas-
es loaded walk and a ground-
ball out.

“It was very important
to take an early lead,” Clark

said. “It took a lot of pressure
off Kyle.”

Ware scored two runs in
the second, four in the third,
and five in the fourth.

Junior Niko Mathieu,
who started the game at sec-
ond base, pitched the final
two innings for the Mustangs.

Monson eighth grade
first baseman Tommy Mur-
phy recorded his first career
varsity base hit leading off the
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DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSION MAY 29th <Y I H [ K.
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: $55.00

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!
CongratulateYOUR Graduate

We are offering a great deal for you to
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE
in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

* &

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper,
Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

9
you and your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

Shane Szado pitches for the Mustangs.
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

third inning.

Szado also contributed
with a pair of singles in his
three trips to the plate.

The Mustangs’ other
hits came from Ben Pig-
none, sophomore third base-
man Anthony Tulloch, and
Mathieu.

Monson scored four runs
in their final at-bats against
Cygan, who’s a hard throw-
ing righty.

ik

Love, Mom ¢ Dad
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Warriors softball grabs huge win over Hampshire

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE - Seven of
the 15 players listed on the
Tantasqua varsity softball
roster are freshmen. Two of
the Lady Warriors first-year
varsity players are starting
catcher Brynn Boucher and
starting third baseman Na-
talie Carson.

The freshman duo, along
with  sophomore starting
pitcher Keira McCord, played
key roles in Tantasqua’s first
ever meeting on the softball
diamond against Hampshire
Regional.

The score was tied 1-1
with one-out in the bottom
of the seventh inning when
Carson blasted a laser shot
over the centerfield fence giv-
ing her team an exciting 2-1
walk-off victory, last Friday
afternoon.

“It was the first time
that I hit a home run in a
varsity game,” Carson said.
“I’ve been struggling at the
plate during the past couple

of games, but to be able to
support my teammates really
means a lot to me. Hopefully,
this victory will give us some
momentum for the rest of the
season.”

The walk off homer by
Carson improved Tantasqua’s
overall season record to a per-
fect 5-0. The Lady Warriors
have also won 27 of their last
28 games since the beginning
of last season. Their only set-
back during that span was a
3-0 home loss to Nipmuc Re-
gional in last year’s Division
3 state tournament.

The Raiders (3-1) made
the trip to Fiskdale from
Westhampton on their luxu-
ry bus having outscored their
first three opponents, 50-13.

After beginning her high
school athletic career by
playing for the Lady Warriors
junior varsity volleyball and
basketball teams, Carson was
hoping to make the varsity
softball team.

“One of my goals was
to make the varsity softball
team,” she said. “I worked

very hard and it was an amaz-
ing feeling when I found
out that I had actually made
team.”

Boucher, who was a per-
fect 3-for-3 in last Friday’s
contest, also hit her first var-
sity home run over the right
field fence leading off the
fourth inning.

“It was very exciting
hitting my first home run in
today’s game,” said Bouch-
er, who also contributed of-
fensively with a single and a
double. “It just gave us a lot
of energy.”

Boucher, who was a
member of the Lady Warriors
swim team this past winter,
also performed very well be-
hind the plate.

“Brynn is an amazing
catcher,” McCord said. “This
is the first time we’ve been
teammates and we work very
well together.”

McCord allowed one run
on just three hits. She issued
three walks and recorded 13
strikeouts.

Things didn’t start out

very well, as McCord walked
junior centerfielder Rachael
Hickox leading off the first
inning. After Hickox stole
second base, eighth grade
shortstop Lucy Trombley
also drew a walk.

McCord got out of the
jam by striking out the next
three batters. She then retired
12 of the next 13 batters. The
only blemish was a bunt hit
by Hickox with one-out in
the third.

“I became more focused
after walking the first two
batters of the game,” McCord
said. “This was one of my
better pitching performances
so far this season. I just love
being a member of this team.”

The Lady  Warriors
threatened to take the lead
in the second inning against
junior righty Ryanne Dubay.

Boucher lined a sin-
gle off the shortstop’s glove
leading off the frame. She
was replaced at first base by
freshman courtesy runner
Kendall Boivin, who prompt-
ly stole second base. Then

sophomore DP Olivia Fiske
walked. Dubay got out of the
jam by striking out the next
three batters.

With two outs in the
following inning, Tantasqua
senior second baseman Ju-
lieAnne Petersen smacked a
ground rule double over the
rightfield fence. The next bat-
ter flied out to right ending
the threat.

The only other senior
listed on Tantasqua’s varsity
softball roster is Kiara Gon-
zaalez, who’s the starting
centerfielder.

The Lady Warriors took
a 1-0 lead following Bouch-
er’s leadoff home run in the
fourth.

With one-out in the sixth
inning, Trombley grounded
a single into left field. After
McCord struck out the next
batter, Dubay hit a pop-up,
which was dropped by the
third baseman for an error.
Eighth grade third baseman
Mariah Pacinella walked,
which loaded the bases. The
next batter hit a hard ground

ball back to McCord. She
tossed the ball to Boucher
who stepped on the plate to
record the final out of the in-
ning.

Hampshire eighth grade
designated player Reygan
Horstmann doubled to right
field leading off the top of the
seventh inning. Senior third
baseman Chelsea Vanasse
followed with a bunt hit just
out of the reach of freshman
first baseman Kaelyn Pelli-
cane, who made a diving at-
tempt to catch the ball. Then
a sacrifice bunt by sopho-
more second baseman Kalin
Dubay moved both runners
into scoring position. The
game tying run crossed the
plate when Hickox hit into a
fielder’s choice play hit. The
Lady Warriors managed to
keep the game tied with the
help of an inning ending dou-
ble play.

Carson then ended the
fast paced game with one
swing of the bat with one-out
in the bottom half of the sev-
enth inning.

PALMER 1 from page 9

Following a scoreless
eighth inning, Ware scored
seven more runs in the ninth
and managed to secure a 26-
24 victory at Albin Slesinski
Field in Palmer.

The contest began in
bright sunshine and finished
under the lights.

During the four hours in
between, the two neighboring
rivals combined to score 50
runs on 33 base hits.

“We have a young squad,
and we’ve trailed in every
game so far this season,” said
Ware head coach Charlene
Vallee. “The girls finally re-
alized they have the ability of
making a comeback. Every-
one contributed.”

The Lady Indians (1-3),
who had lost their first three
regular season games by 12
runs, celebrated a win for the
first time since defeating Pi-
oneer Valley Regional High
School, 13-5, in a non-playoff
road game last May.

Leading the offensive
attack for Ware was junior
shortstop Aubrianna Gilmore,
who had six of her team’s 21
base hits and drove in three
runs. She had two singles,
three triples and hit a two run
inside the park home run in
the seventh inning. She only
needed a double to hit for the
cycle.

“Aubrianna played ex-
tremely well,” Vallee said.
“She’s a first-year member of
our softball team. She plays
the game with a lot of energy,
and it lit a fire for the rest of
the players.”

Ware freshman catcher
Naomi Torres chipped in of-
fensively with four singles
and a walk. She also threw
out a runner trying to steal
second base.

The trio of freshman
third baseman Gabby Kaczu-
wka, senior second baseman
Maddy Slattery, and freshman
starting pitcher Lucy Herbert
finished the contest with two
base hits apiece.

Herbert, who hurled all
nine innings, won her first ca-
reer varsity game.

“This is Lucy’s first sea-
son as a starting pitcher for
the varsity team,” Vallee said.
“I thought she grew a lot in
today’s game.”

NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

/ Become a Private Patient Advocate

 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule :
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance | 5
 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

U ADVOCATE
ENTREPRENEUR

After scoring 16 runs in
the first two innings, the Lady
Panthers (1-3) only scored
three runs on three hits be-
tween the third and eighth
innings. It gave the Lady In-
dians an opportunity to make
a comeback.

“We sometimes fall into
complacency,” said Palmer
head coach Heather Korzec.
“We also should’ve made a
few more plays defensively.
We’re still a work in prog-
ress.”

Senior centerfielder Han-
nah Roy and eighth grade
leftfielder Harper Brouillette
led the home team with three
hits.

Senior first baseman Am-
hia Mcelreavy and freshman
Jill Holbrook, who was the

Avigail Lee slides safely into home plate.

starting pitcher, chipped in
with two hits.

Holbrook allowed 21
runs on 21 hits during the
eight innings that she was
standing in the middle of the
circle.

Eighth grader Emily
Provost, who took over for
Holbrook in the fifth inning,
allowed five runs on just one
base hit. Holbrook returned to
the pitcher’s circle at the start
of the sixth inning.

“We have two very good
pitcher’s this year,” Korzec

said. “Both of them need ex-
perience pitching at this level.
Their pitching styles are also
a little bit different.”

Brouillette capped off the
Lady Panthers seven run first
inning with a two-run single
into right field.

After Ware scored three
runs in the top of the second,
Roy had a three-run triple, as
the Lady Panthers exploded
for nine runs.

Roy added a two-run
single in the third and it was
beginning to look like Palm-
er wouldn’t have very much

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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Eldi Arroyo tosses the ball to first.

trouble defeating Ware for the
first time since 2024.

Trailing, 18-4, the Lady
Indians scored three runs in
the fourth, five in the fifth,
and added two more in the
sixth.

With two outs in the
seventh inning, Gilmore hit
a two run inside the park ho-
mer slicing the Lady Indians
deficit to 18-17. Ware tied the
score when freshman Than-
ishka Cordero, who was a de-
fensive replacement, smacked
arun scoring double down the
left field line. Torres drove

home the go-ahead run with a
line-drive single to center.

Palmer scored the ty-
ing run when eighth grade
shortstop Jaclyn Swiatlows-
ki, who drew a leadoff walk
in the bottom of the seventh,
crossed the plate following a
wild pitch.

Ware retook the lead two
innings later by scoring seven
more runs

Palmer rallied for five
runs in the bottom half of the
frame before Herbert ended
the marathon with a strikeout.

The two softball teams

Turley photos by Maddox Bear

are scheduled to meet for the
second time on May 11 at
Ware High School.

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register
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$1200/week

207-607-9333

FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx**xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

(]

~Walker

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33; 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS.
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines.
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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Obituaries

Janice G. Gouvin

1946-2026

helping others.
Janice was an ex-
tremely sweet soul
who touched the
lives of many.

Janice G. Gou-
vin, of Monson,
passed away peace-
fully on April 7,
2026, after a brief

vin; her brother, John “Jack”
Talmadge, and his wife
Kim; her grandson, Jared H.
Gouvin; and her cherished
great-granddaughter, Presley,

PALMER - Annabelle Mary
(Hunt) Turley, of Palmer, Massa-
chusetts, passed away peace-
fully, surrounded by family,

programs.

Annabelle Mary (Hunt) Turley
1941 - 2026

store whose proceeds support library
She also touched the
lives of many through her ded-
icated service at Trinity Epis-

4y copal Church. Her inclusive

illness. She was
born Janice Tal-
madge on August
23, 1946, in Ware,
Massachusetts.
Janice was a
devoted and caring
woman who spent
many years working at the
Monson Developmental Cen-
ter as kitchen staff and a di-
rect care attendant. Her ded-
ication to her work reflected
her deep kindness, compas-
sion, and commitment to

Though she
had no sisters by
birth, she was
blessed with sev-
eral women who
loved her as one.
Janice was an avid
reader, a lover of
animals, and found great
comfort and strength in her
faith.

Janice is survived by her
loving family, including her
sons, Kyle J. Gouvin and his
wife Julie, and Jody R. Gou-

whom she loved and adored.
She was predeceased by her
parents, John and Bernice I.
(Graham) Talmadge.

A small gathering for
local friends and family to
celebrate Janice’s life will
be held on April 25 from 12
to 2 p.m. in the Community
Room at Colonial Village in
Monson.

Services are private and
have been entrusted to Lom-
bard Funeral Home of Mon-
son.

MONSON - Teri M.
(Madison)Thomas, 66, passed
away on April 8, 2026, at
Baystate Medical Center in
Springfield after a short period
of declining health. Born on
September 5, 1959, in Palm-
er, Massachusetts, to Charles
W. and Constance M. (Dow)
Madison. Teri was a lifelong
resident of Monson. She was
a proud graduate of Pathfinder
Regional Vocational Techni-
cal High School.

Throughout her life, Teri
demonstrated an unwavering
commitment to her work and
community. She began her
career at Galas Drug Store
before moving on to positions
at Rite Aid and Walgreens in
Monson. At the time of her
passing, she was employed
by Adams Hometown Mar-
ket in Monson, where she
was known not only for her
diligence but for the genuine
kindness, she extended to all
around her. Teri is remem-
bered as a hard worker with a
kind and genuine spirit.

Teri’s devotion extended
deeply into her personal life.

Teri M. Thomas

1959-2026

She loved her fam-
ily, friends, work
family, and the
Monson communi-
ty beyond measure.
Her warm person-
ality and caring
nature  endeared
her to many, and
she leaves behind a
legacy of love and

dedication.

Teri is sur-
vived by her sisters: Mar-
tha-Jean Madison, Garrie

Stoutimore, Robin Johnson
and her husband Stewart, Me-
lissa Rowell and her husband
Gordon; her brothers: Scott
Madison and his wife Laurie,
Kevin Madison, Eric Madison
and his wife Colleen; as well
as her bonus siblings, Francis
Lombard and Lissee Lom-
bard. She also leaves many
nieces, nephews, great nieces,
and great nephews, as well
as her favorite pup “Nellie”,
all of whom she adored and
cherished. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Tom
Thomas; her partner, Rich-
ard Graveline; her parents,

Charles W. and Con-
stance M. (Dow)
Madison; and her
brother in-law Rob-
ert Madison.

Visitation  for
family and friends
will be held Thurs-
day, April 16, 2026,
from 4 pm. to 6
p.m. at the Lom-
bard Funeral Home,
located at 3 Bridge
Street, Monson, MA 01057.

Teri will be remembered
fondly as a devoted family
member, a trusted friend, and
a compassionate soul whose
spirit will continue to inspire
all who knew her. Her legacy
of kindness and dedication re-
mains an enduring gift to the
community of Monson and
beyond.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial donations may be made
in loving memory of Teri M.
Thomas to Baystate Hospice
280 Chestnut St., Springfield,
MA 01199 or to a charity of
your choice. For online con-
dolences please visit www.
lombardfuneralhome.com.

PALMER - Ran-
dall L. Vaill, Sr., 69,
passed away sudden-
ly on April 4, 2026,
at Baystate Wing
Hospital in Palmer,
MA. Born on July 22,
1956, in Springfield,
MA, he was the son
of the late Stanley H.
and Barbara M. (Mar-
coullier) Brown Vaill.

Randy was
the loving husband of Terry
(Smith) Vaill for 50 years and
father to Randall Vaill, Jr. and
his wife Amber of Palmer,
and Jennifer McNally and her
husband Brian of Brimfield.
He also leaves behind his four
grandchildren: Julian Vaill,
Lauren Vaill, Morgan McNal-
ly, and Mackenzie McNally.
He is survived by his siblings,
Russell Brown and his wife
Ronda of Palmer, and Darlene
Gregoire and her husband
Richard of Brimfield.

Randy was a gradu-
ate of Tantasqua Regional

Randall L. Vaill

1956-2026

‘. High School and
earned a degree
in Machine and
Tool Design at
Springfield Tech-
nical Community
College. In his
youth he worked
alongside his fa-
ther on the milk
route for Vaill’s
Dairy. He re-
tired from Sav-
age Arms in 2019, where he
worked in quality control.
Randy was a 55-year
member of the Grange, orig-
inally joining Palmer Grange
and was a member of Ware
Grange at the time of his pass-
ing. His involvement in the
Grange played an important
part in his life; he met his wife,
Terry, when they were youth
members of Palmer Grange.
He was involved in his com-
munity in many ways over the
years. In his youth he served
as an altar boy at St. Chris-
topher’s Church in Brimfield
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1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 267-4555

Sat., April 4th
CLOSED
Sat., April 11th ~ 9am-1pm
WORK DAY & KIDS ON TRACK
Sat., April 11th ~ 9am-noon
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALE
West Hartford, CT
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WORK DAYS

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org
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and was a Boy Scout. Later in
life, he volunteered his time as
a Cub Scout leader, served as
an instructor with a blind ski-
ing program, and was a mem-
ber of St. Thomas the Apostle
Church in Palmer.

Randy loved nature and
the outdoors. He enjoyed
hunting, going on beach va-
cations with his family, and
collecting sand dollars and
seashells at the beach. He reg-
ularly enjoyed spending time
gardening and caring for his
yard and houseplants.

Calling hours were held
on Wednesday, April 15,
from 9 am. to 11 a.m. at the
Beers & Story Palmer Funeral
Home, followed by a Funer-
al Mass at 11:30 a.m. at St.
Thomas Church. Burial fol-
lowed at Brimfield Cemetery.

The family requests that
those wishing to honor Ran-
dy’s memory plant a tree or
bush, reflecting his love for
gardening and the beauty of
nature.

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET!
GENTER GUT

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST S 202

on April 3, 2026. Born in ‘
Brooklyn, New York, on
May 20, 1941, and raised
in Rhode Island, she was
the only child of the late
Horace and Mary Hunt.

Annabelle was the
beloved wife of Patrick
Turley for nearly 64 years.
She was also the loving mother
of Keith Turley (Holly), Doug
Turley (Jeanne), and Beth Turley
Ellis (Cory), and a proud grandmother to
seven: Robert Turley (Bethany), David Turley,
Andrew Turley, Gordon Turley, Connor
Turley, Carter Ellis, and Althea Ellis.

A gifted artist, Annabelle expressed her
creativity through watercolor painting and the
pieces she created as a member of a nation-
al tole painting guild. She was also an avid
gardener who filled her yard with vibrant,
carefully tended flower and herb gardens, and
she delighted in preparing delicious meals for
family and friends. Her passion for history
and lifelong learning shaped her work in mu-
seum education at Old Sturbridge Village, her
famous “10-cent tours” of King Brook Farm,
and the papers she presented as a member of
Tuesday Club.

Annabelle was deeply committed to her
community where she served on the Board
of Directors of the Palmer Public Library and
helped found the Library Loft, a used book-

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the
name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended
death notice information of their own choice
(with a word limit of up to 500 words) and may
include a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should
be submitted through a funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the familyprovides
a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

|} nature made her home a gath-

ering place full of warmth,
love, and laughter, and her
generous spirit ensured that
everyone felt welcomed and

valued.

Whether playing tennis at

the Farm, stepping in as goal-
tender during pond hockey games
when her children were young,
or searching the woods for the perfect
Christmas tree, Annabelle was game for any-
thing. A good sport in every setting, she val-
ued the company of others over competition
itself. She cherished time sailing in Maine and
visiting Grand Cayman Island with friends
and family, but her greatest joys were often the
simplest moments: sharing good food, laugh-
ter, and the beauty of nature with loved ones.

Calling hours will be held on April 23,
2026, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Beers & Sto-
ry Palmer Funeral Home, 1475 North Main
Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Her funeral will
follow on April 24, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at
Trinity Episcopal Church, 20 Park Street,
Ware, Massachusetts, 01082.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to the Palmer Public Library or Trinity Epis-
copal Church in her memory.

Annabelle will be deeply missed and re-
membered for the love, warmth, and joy she
brought into all of the lives she touched.

DEATH NOTICES

Janice G. Gouvin
Died April 7, 2026
Service April 25, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home

Teri M. Thomas

Died April 8, 2026
Services April 16, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home

Annabelle Mary (Hunt)
Turley

Annabelle Mary (Hunt) Turley
Died April 3, 2026

Service April 24, 2026
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Randall L. Vaill, Sr.
Died April 4, 2026
Services April 15, 2026
Beers & Story Palmer
Funeral Home
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Y haluchsmemorials.com
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RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St I Ludlow, MA I 583-6508

the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

their ad representatives.

ATURLEY PUBLICATION

Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing,

under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through

For more information on business coverage for The Journal Register, please email journalregister@turley.com.

www.turley.com
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VOTES 1 from page 1

Development and Planning,
which is a contractual amount
that cannot be reduced.

Town Administrator Jen-
nifer Wolowicz explained one
such increase in the budget
as being caused by the town
no longer having a full-time
Town Planner.

“Pioneer Valley Plan-
ning Commission has a Se-
nior Planner that assists the
Planning Board and the town
with any work that they’re
doing,” Wolowicz said. “This
past year, when we finished
the work, it was decided that
they needed additional funds
to assist them with what they
were doing.”

Wolowicz estimated that

the cost, compared to the full-
time position of $90,000 with
benefits, was now closer to
$32,000.

After Select Board Mem-
ber John Morrell praised
the School Committee and
Superintendent Paul Foster
for a letter they drafted, Fi-
nance Committee Chair Peter
Fimognari asked about the
school’s transportation bud-
get.

“I know you needed
more, and they have it down
here as last year’s level fund-
ing,” Fimognari said. “My
question is, can you do it with
that?”

Foster said that the
changes made to the school
budget were made with the
assumption of a funding in-
crease to transportation, be-

cause the school can’t lev-
el-fund transportation. Leah
Zippin, the school’s Director
of Business and Operations
added that the bus contract is
ending in June, and the town
has put the contract out to
bid, though the vans are on a
separate contract.

“Our  current dollar
amount that was in our origi-
nal request, which was about,
I think, a 10% increase in
transportation,” Foster said,
“there are some assumptions
in there based on having to
get the bids back before we
know what the actual dollar
number is.”

Fimognari brought atten-
tion to the budget for the Po-
lice Department, noting that
there were contract negoti-
ations underway when the

committee last met with the
department, and expressing a
concern with the pay raise to
the Police Chief.

“When he presented his
pay at $149,000 for the year,
and now it goes to $168,000,
that’s a $20,000 difference,”
Fimognari said. ‘“Looking
at the Police Chief from last
year who was retiring, so he
was here for 20 years, leav-
ing at top pay, I just question
how a new chief coming in is
higher than that.”

Wolowicz explained that
the previous chief had com-
pensation items that were
not in his police salary line.
“It was my decision, with
the new chief, that we would
change the budget so the
compensation is reflective of
what he’s really receiving,’

Wolowicz said.

The change to the chief’s
salary reflects the education
incentive and holiday pay
that were already offered to
the chief, but are now listed
under the position’s budgeted
salary. “It’s sitting in the line
to be transparent to what the
chief is making,” Wolowicz
said.

Because of the increase
in insurance prices, Fi-
mognari mentioned that the
school will be more affected
by cuts than the town will. It
was argued that 73% of the
town’s health insurance par-
ticipants are in the school, but
it’s all paid through the town.

In order to meet the re-
quested increase to the school
budget, the committee dis-
cussed cutting costs on the

town side and passing a Debt
Exclusion, which would then
be voted on at Town Meeting.

“It sounds like we’re
going to need a combination
of the debt exclusion and a
couple of cuts,” Select Board
Chair Peter Warren said. “I
think that’s the path to go
down, at least as one of the
options.”

At the end of the meet-
ing, a vote was held on a
consensus to support level
funding on the town side,
with a 1.9% increase to the
school budget, plus the esti-
mated 10% increase for the
school’s transportation. The
vote passed unanimously.

Wolowicz said that a
draft of the warrant will be
presented to the next Tri-
Board Committee meeting.

MEETING 1 from page 1

talked about pursuing a new
(English Language Arts)
curriculum. This would help
us defray some of the cost
of the purchase but, more
importantly, pay for more
professional  development
coaching to help our teach-
ers with the implementation
of that curriculum.”

Foster also praised the
school’s communication on
social media, announcing
that the school has made
240 posts over the school
year, amassing 730 follow-
ers. “They’re doing a really
good job of getting the story
out about our schools, and
I want to shout that out,”
Foster said. “There was a
post about Career Day at the
high school that was viewed
7,000 times, so we're defi-
nitely getting some attention
on the good things happen-
ing at Monson schools.”

Yellowstone Trip

The committee dis-
cussed an upcoming trip to
Yellowstone in 2027. The
students will fly out of Brad-
ley International Airport
to fly to Bozeman, where
the students will stay at the
Overlook Campus. The trip
is being offered to sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors.

“Yesterday, I had 15
kids coming up to me asking
‘is the rumor true?’” shared
Science Teacher Michelle,
who’s arranging the trip.
“I don’t think I'm going to
have any problems getting
(the minimum of) 24 kids
to go, and I'm not going to
have any problems finding
four chaperones, either.”

Michelle explained that
in her ninth-grade science
class, there was a discus-
sion about the “caring ca-
pacity” of Yellowstone, and
how wolves in the area were
hunted.

“Then in 1995, they

re-entered 14 wolves, and
it changed the entire park,’
Michelle said. “The kids
started talking about how it
would be neat to see Yellow-
stone.”

Vice Chair Karen No-
the-Valley described it as
an “excellent idea,” and the
committee noted that the
only domestic trip the district
regularly offers to students
is to Disney or Washington,
D.C. Michelle suggested
taking students to a different
national park every year.

“The country is so gor-
geous,” Michelle said, “and
these kids have never seen
it”

There was some dis-
cussion as to the price of
the tickets, which is still
uncertain. The committee
went back and forth on what
would happen to any left-
over funds if the trip came in
under budget, and Michelle
said that, depending on the
amount, it would either be

reimbursed to the families,
could be used as a slush fund
for emergencies, or could go
toward a trip next year.

“I feel like if parents
are paying money, the mon-
ey should go to the students
who the parents are paying
for,” said Committee Chair
Alison Morgan.

Nothe-Valley  agreed
with Morgan, but added
that it’s understandable to
overestimate the price of the
tickets, as this is the first trip
of its kind that the district is
making.

“This is next May, so
your final vote is probably
next March or April,” said
Foster. “That’s actually why
we do two votes, I think, is
so that once things are ac-
tually booked, you can see
what it looks like.”

The committee voted
unanimously to approve the
trip to Yellowstone, pending
a final vote before May of
2027.

FPublic Nnotices

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PASSAGE

On April 13, 2026, the Palm-
er Town Council passed Ordi-
nance 2026-03, adding Article
IV, Chapter 40U — Adoption of
Fines to the Code of Ordinanc-
es. This ordinance authorizes
the noncriminal disposition of
sanitary-code-related violations
under M.G.L. c. 40U, §§ 1-18,
establishes procedures for is-
suing violation notices, sets a
first fine of $300, and provides
that unpaid fines may become
an additional assessment on the

property tax bill and a lien on the
real estate pursuant to M.G.L. c.
40, § 42B. By accepting Chapter
40U of the General Laws, this
chapter shall supersede any local
ordinances or bylaws to the con-
trary including but not limited to
§§ 90-1 to 90-7 and §§ 90-16 to
90-22 of the Code of Ordinances
of the Town of Palmer.

A complete text of this Ordi-
nance is available at the office
of the Town Manager and Town
Clerk, 4417 Main Street, Palmer,
MA 01069.

Town Council of Palmer, MA
04/16/2026
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newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in

Massachusetts newspapers.

HELPING YOU FIND HELP
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South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified professional E/A/SIE|D T|O|R E/AIGIAIN
professional to fill the part-time (19-24 hour) position of to fill the fulltime (40 hour) position of Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/ S| E E|[N|A s
Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/Treasurer maintains oversight of Treasurer serves as the District’s Financial Manager. The Clerk/ M D T
the District’s financial health, under the policy direction of the Treasurer is responsible for district funds, accounts payable,
Prudential Committee. The Clerk/Treasurer is responsible for payroll, employee benefits, debt management, cash flow, N|E
AlS

receipt and disbursement of district funds, payroll processes,
employee benefits, debt management, cash flow, the annual
district election, ensuring compliance with state and federal
regulations and reporting requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of
progressive experience in financial management, administration
of payroll, employee benefits and other human resource functions,
and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial software
platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable, and must
attain Certified Massachusetts Municipal Treasurer (CMMT) status
within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance,
business administration, accounting or public administration,
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience.
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPO designation additionally advantageous.
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

The successful candidate will work under a three-year,
renewable memorandum of agreement. The hiring range is
$35.00 to $39.00 hourly. The top step exceeds the hiring range.
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:

Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,

20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075

Electronic submissions in PDF format BMiller@shdistrict2.org

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity
employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender

the annual district election, annual district meeting, budget
preparation, publishing the Annual Report of Officers and ensuring
compliance with state and federal regulations and reporting
requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of
progressive accounting and financial management experience,
experience managing a budget of 2.5 million; payroll processes,
auditing and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial
software platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable,
and must attain CMMT designation within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance,
business administration, accounting or public administration,
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience.
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPO designation additionally advantageous.
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

This fully benefited position works under a three-year,
renewable memorandum of agreement. Hiring salary range is
$75,000 to $82,000. The top salary step exceeds the hiring range.
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:

Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,

20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075

Electronic submissions in PDF format: BMiller@shdistrict2.org

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity
employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin,
age, disability or veteran status.

HELP WANTED

* Produce

news and/or sambples with Previous print sales experience is preferred

feature §tories J 0 U R N A I_ I S TS regume to: but we will train the right candidate.

?f Ioca_l '“tetreSt ) Turley Publications, a locally owned family
or various towns PAULA OUIMETTE business, offers a competitive commission

and cities. 24 Water Street

» Must be dependable,
professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

+ Salary based on
a flat rate by story and photo.

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &

) /Turley?)

Send writing

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:
pouimette@turley.com

Publications, Inc,
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www.turley.com

o|z|>»|I

W | T > T
W | > |D

IT(O|(>»|m

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications

Turley?)
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local businesses connect with their customers?
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Publications, Inc.
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Public notices

Notice of Public Bonded
Warehouse
Atlas Armament
Mark J Caci
4 Springfield Street

Bldg 3, Suite 210

Three Rivers, MA 01080
04/09, 04/16/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

The Town of Palmer is seeking
respondents to an RFP for the
sale of property at 24 Converse
Street, Palmer, MA. The parcel is
approx. 2.66 acres and includes
a school building of approx.
84,749 sq ft. The Town Council
has declared the building avail-
able through surplus with a deed
restriction of 55+ housing. The
RFP requires a minimum bid
of $1.5M and is now available
by emailing: bbrothers @townof
palmer.com or for pickup in the
Town Managers office. The Town
Manager shall select the most
advantageous Proposal from a
responsive and responsible pro-
poser, taking into consideration
the price and all other evaluation
criteria set forth in the RFP. Bids
are due on May 15th, 2026 at
12:00PM and will be opened
immediately after.

04/09, 04/16/2026

INVITATION FOR BID
FOR
Food Service Line for
Cafeteria
#2026-Cold Spring

Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical High
School District
Kitchen Equipment for
Cold Spring School
240 Sykes Street
Palmer, Massachusetts 01069

The Pathfinder Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School
District Committee will receive
sealed BIDS for the purchase of
a new Kitchen Equipment for
Cold Spring School.

Bids will be due, publicly
opened and read on Wednesday,
May 6, 2026 at 10:00 AM in the
Business Office of Pathfinder
Regional  Vocational-Technical
High School.

Bids must be addressed to
Gregory Falcone, District Busi-
ness Manager, Pathfinder Re-
gional  Vocational Technical
High School District, 240 Sykes
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 se-
curely sealed, showing the name
and address of the bidder. Sealed
bids should be marked on the
outside lower, left-hand corner
of the Bidder’s envelope “Kitch-
en Equipment for Cold Spring
School”. Proposals received after
the due date and time will not be
accepted under any conditions.

The Project will include the
equipment purchase, delivery,
and set-up for the new Kitchen
Equipment for Cold Spring
School The estimated total es-
timated cost of all equipment
purchased, delivery and set-up is
$310,000.00

Bid Documents may be re-
quested electronically at csbid@
pathfindertech.org on Monday,
April 13, 2026 at 9:00 AM thru
Monday, April 27, 2026 9:00
AM. All electronic bid requests
must include the company name,
address, telephone number, main
contact and main contact email.
Bidders that request a physical
hardcopy bid package by mail
shall include a fifteen ($15.00)
dollar check (per each set re-
quested) payable to the Pathfind-
er Regional Vocational Technical
High School District, to cov-
er mailing costs. This cost is
non-refundable.

The Pathfinder Regional Vo-
cational-Technical High School
District Committee reserves the
right to waive any informalities,
to reject any and all bids or any
part thereof, and to take whatever
action it believes to be in the best
interest of the School District.
04/16/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by NAN-
CY A. BOLDUC and PAUL R.
BASTIEN to SOUTHBRIDGE
SAVINGS BANK, dated Sep-
tember 26, 2008 and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds (the “Registry”)
in Book 17493, Page 115 (the
“Mortgage”), of which Mortgage
the undersigned (the “Mortgag-
ee”) is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of the
Mortgage and for the purpose of

foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m.
on Wednesday, May 6, 2026 at
the mortgaged premises locat-
ed on or near 4112-4116 High
Street, Palmer, Massachusetts
(the “Premises”), all and singu-
lar the premises described in the
Mortgage, to wit:

“Certain real estate situated in
Thorndike (Palmer), Hampden
County, Massachusetts on the
northeasterly side of High Street,
being known and designated as
Parcel B on a plan entitled

‘Plan of Land in Thorndike,
Palmer, Mass Surveyed for
Grayson G. MclIntyre, March 4,
1993, Sherman and Woods, Sur-
veyors’ which plan is recorded
in Hampden County Registry of
Deeds Book of Plans 284, Page
50 more particularly bound-
ed and described as follows:

Beginning at an iron pin on the
northeasterly side of said High
Street, 1925 Layout, at the south-
westerly corner of land now or
formerly of Paul A. Regan et ux,;
and running thence

N. 39° 40’ W. twenty one and
05/100 (21.05) feet along said
High Street to a highway stone
bound; thence turning and run-
ning

N. 36° 28’ W. forty one and
79/100 (41.79) feet along said
High Street to an iron pin at land
formerly of Minnie B. Marcinek,
now or formerly of Grayson G.
Mclntyre; thence turning and
running

N. 54° 11’ E. seventy one and
71/100 (71.71) feet along said
last named land to an iron pin
at land formerly of the Estate of
Peter Drogon, now or formerly
of said Mclntyre; thence turning
and running

S. 31° 29’ E. forty and 75/100
(40.75) feet along said last
named land passing through a
drill hole in a concrete step to a
point; thence turning and running

N. 59° 42” E. eighteen and
83/100 (18.83) feet along last
named land to a point; thence
turning and running

S. 24° 01’ E. twenty and
70/100 (20.70) feet along last
named land to a point at land
now or formerly of said Regan;
thence turning and running

S. 54° 09’ W. eighty one and
31/100 (81.31) feet along land of
said Regan to the iron pin at the
point of beginning, containing
4,690 square feet of land, all as
shown on said plan.

Together with easement rights
across Parcel A as shown on said
plan.

BEING the same premises
conveyed to the Mortgagor here-
in by deed of Nancy A. Bolduc
dated September 26, 2008 and
recorded in Hampden County
Registry of Deeds herewith.”

The description of the Prem-
ises contained in the Mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

The Premises, together with
all improvements encumbered
by the Mortgage, are to be sold
and conveyed subject to all leas-
es, tenancies, occupancies, mort-
gages, restrictions, covenants,
orders of conditions, easements,
encroachments, outstanding tax
titles, municipal or other pub-
lic taxes, assessments or liens,
federal and state tax liens, other
liens or claims in the nature of
liens and existing encumbrances
recorded prior to the Mortgage
and/or otherwise having priority
over the Mortgage, if there be
any.

TERMS OF SALE: A non-re-
fundable deposit of TEN THOU-
SAND ($10,000.00) DOLLARS
is to be paid by certified or bank
cashier’s check by the purchaser
at the time and place of sale, the
balance to be paid by certified or
bank cashier’s check and deed
to be taken by purchaser with-
in thirty (30) days of the sale at
the offices of Seder & Chandler,
LLP, 339 Main Street, Worcester,
Massachusetts, attorneys for the
Mortgagee.

The Mortgagee reserves the
right to postpone the sale to a
later date by public proclama-
tion on the date and at the time
and place appointed for the sale
and to further postpone at any
adjourned sale date by public
proclamation on the date and at
the time and place appointed for
the adjourned sale.

In the event of the failure or
inability of the purchaser to per-
form and to purchase the Prem-
ises in accordance herewith, the
Mortgagee reserves the right (but
is not obligated) to accept, sub-
ject to the Memorandum of Sale,
the second highest bid for the

Premises, without further adver-
tisement and without further no-
tice to other bidders or persons.
In the event that the Mortgagee
offers the Premises to the second
highest bidder and such person
declines either to purchase the
Premises at the second highest
bid price or to sign the Memoran-
dum of Sale, then the Mortgagee
may elect (but is not obligated) to
exercise the rights of the second
highest bidder under this para-
graph and to purchase the Prem-
ises at the second highest bid
price, without further advertise-
ment and without further notice
to other bidders or persons.
Other terms to be announced
at the time and place of sale.
CORNERSTONE BANK,
successor by merger to SOUTH-
BRIDGE SAVINGS BANK
Present holder of said Mortgage

Jennifer L. Conrad, Esq.
SEDER & CHANDLER, LLP
339 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 757-7721

Attorneys for the Mortgagee

THE ZEKOS GROUP

P.O. Box 549

Shrewsbury, MA 01545

(508)842-9000

Auctioneer, License No. 104
04/09, 04/16, 04/23/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
HAMPDEN, ss.
SUPERIOR COURT
DEPARTMENT
OF THE TRIAL COURT
CIVIL ACTION NO.
2579CV00352
JOSHUA DELAND
Plaintiff
V.
LAURIE A. GELINAS,
MARY L. PETROLATI,
LOUISE R. MAUTER,
JOHN FRATINI, and the heirs
or legal representatives of
ELIZABETH M. GELINAS,
PHILIP R. GELINAS a/k/a
Phillip R. Gelinas and ANGE-
LO FRATINI, who may claim
an interest in certain land
in Wales, Hampden County,
Massachusetts by purchase,
descent or otherwise

Defendants
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: the Defendants, the

heirs or legal representatives of
Elizabeth M. Gelinas; the heirs
or legal representatives of Phil-
ip R. Gelinas a/k/a Phillip R.
Gelinas; and the heirs or legal
representatives of Angelo Frati-
ni who may claim an interest in
the Premises at Lot 7R Reed Hill
Road, a/k/a 4 Reed Hill Road,
Wales, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts (the ‘“Premises”) by
purchase, descent or otherwise
JOSHUA DELAND
claiming to have an interest
in the Premises by virtue of that
certain Quitclaim Deed made by
Guy C. Lucia, Jr., and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 23456,
page 255 has filed with this Court
a First Amended Complaint to
Quiet Title pursuant to M.G.L. c.
240, §86 to 10 and for Adverse
Possession.
If you object to the Plaintiff’s
First Amended Complaint, then
you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and answer
or other responsive pleading with
the Hampden County Superior
Court, 50 State St., P.O. Box
559, Springfield, MA on or be-
fore May 15, 2026 (the “Return
Date”), or you may be forev-
er barred from objecting to the
Plaintiff’s claims.
Witness: Townsend, J.
Attest: Laura S. Gentile,
Clerk, Hampden County
Superior Court

04/16, 04/23, 04/30/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Department
Hampden Division
Docket No. HD03P156948TPI
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S
ACCOUNT

To all persons interested in the
estate of Kevin Doyle of Palmer,
Hampden County, MA, a pro-
tected person.

You are hereby notified pursu-
ant to Mass. R. Civ. P. Rule 72
that the Thirtieth Account(s) in-
clusive of TD Bank and Thomas
Doyle, Trustees under a written
instrument for the benefit of said
Thomas Doyle have been pre-
sented to said Court for allow-
ance.

If you desire to preserve your
right to file an objection to said
account(s), you or your attorney

must file a written appearance in
said court at Springfield on or be-
fore the 21st day of May, 2026,
the return day of this citation.
You may upon written request
by registered or certified mail to
the fiduciary, or to the attorney
for the fiduciary, obtain without
a cost a copy of said accounts. If
you desire to object to any item
of said accounts, you must, in
addition to filing a written ap-
pearance as aforesaid, file within
thirty days after said return day
or within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order a
written statement of such item
together with the grounds for
each objection thereto, a copy to
be served upon the fiduciary pur-
suant to Mass. R. Civ. P. Rule 5.
WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of said
Court at Springfield this 9th day
of April, 2026.
Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/16/2026

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 26 SM 000278
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Dawn F. Evans

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
c. 50 § 3901 (et seq)

Massachusetts Housing Fi-
nance Agency

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Palmer (Bondsville), num-
bered 3126 Main Street, Unit No.
14 of the Riverbend at Bonds-
ville, given by Dawn F. Evans to
“MERS”, Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., a
separate corporation that is
acting solely as nominee for
“Lender”, Academy Mortgage
Corporation and its succes-
sors and assigns, dated April 12,
2019, and recorded in the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in
Book 22622, Page 450, and now
held by Plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a
complaint for determination of
Defendant’s/Defendants’  Ser-
vicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on _that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 5/11/2026 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper,
Chief Justice of this Court on
3/25/2026

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
04/16/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0752EA
Estate of:
Vincent E Gray, Jr.

Also known as:
Vincent Earle Gray, Jr.
Date of Death: 12/29/2025

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Kenneth N Gray
of Brookfield, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Kenneth N Gray of Brookfield,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-

ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/13/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 08, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/16/2026

Legal Advertisement
TOWN OF HOLLAND
Guardrail Replacement

Project

The Town of Holland invites
sealed Bids for the Guardrail Re-
placement Project. The project
includes the removal and replace-
ment of existing guardrails and
posts on portions of the 5 major
town roads. Sturbridge Road,
approximately 2,690 linear feet.
Mashapaug Road, approximate-
ly 3,530 linear feet. Stafford Road,
approximately 1,850 linear feet.
Brimfield Road, approximately
80 linear feet and East Brimfield
Road, approximately 3,820 linear
feet. The total distance needed is
approximately 11,970 linear feet.
The work shall consist of furnish-
ing and installation of Highway
Guard Steel Beam Type SS sin-
gle faced as well as removal and
disposal of current guardrails and
posts. The project includes fur-
nishing all labor, equipment and
materials required to perform the
Guardrail Replacement Project.
All work shall conform to: Mass-
DOT Standard Specifications for
Highways and Bridges (latest edi-
tion) Section M8.07.0; Sections
601.60-601.82.

This project is being admin-
istered by the Town of Holland
and is funded through the Mas-
sachusetts Executive Office of
Economic Development (EOED)
One Stop Program, Rural Devel-
opment Fund.

Bids will be received at the Pi-
oneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion, 60 Congress Street, Spring-
field, MA until 2:00pm Thursday,
May 7, 2026, at which time they
will be publicly opened.

Contract Documents, includ-
ing plans and specifications will
be available electronically begin-
ning April 15, 2026, from 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM through the Pio-
neer Valley Planning Commission
(PVPC), 60 Congress Street, 1st
Floor, Springfield, MA 01104,
phone: 413-781-6045. Electronic
copies may be obtained by con-
tacting Sue Ortiz at sortiz@pvpc.
org

Bids shall be accompanied by
a bid deposit in the amount of
five (5%) of the greatest possible
bid amount, considering all alter-
nates, and made payable to the
Town of Holland.

All bids for this project are
subject to the provisions and
minimum wage rates required by
M.G.L. ¢.30, §39M as amended,
and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to 27H,
inclusive. All bidders supplying
services under this request for
bids must be MassDOT. High-
way Division certified. MassDOT
requalification of contractors with
the class of work as, Highway —
Construction, for the project with
an estimated value of $400,000
will be required.

Bids may be changed or with-
drawn prior to the bid opening,
but not within the sixty (60) days
subsequent to the bid opening,
by submission of such a change
in writing in a sealed envelope,
identifying the submitting par-
ty and indicating that it contains
a correction of the bid for the
Holland Guardrail Replacement
Project.

The lowest qualified responsi-
ble bidder shall be awarded the
contract subject to availability of
funds under the Rural Develop-
ment Fund Program. The Town
of Holland the Awarding and
Contracting Authority, may can-
cel this Invitation for Bid (IFB),
in whole or in part, at any time
that such an act is deemed in its
best interest, reserves the right
to waive any informality in the
bidding or to reject any and all
bids in total or in part as may be
deemed to serve the best interest
of the Town, and will not be re-
sponsible for any costs incurred
by a bidder in preparing and sub-
mitting a bid in response to this
IFB.

Questions regarding the bid
specifications or procedures
should be directed to Sarah Ma-
roney, smaroney@pvpc.org no
later than May 1, 2026, at 4:00
PM.

Bids must be received at
the office of the Pioneer Val-
ley Planning Commission no
later than 2:00 PM on Thurs-
day, May 7, 2026. Bids will be
opened and read at that time.
04/16, 04/23/2026

LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provisions
of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 255,
Sec. 39A, the following vehi-
cles will be sold at public auc-
tion for towing and storage
charges due: FORD VIN:1FAH-
P37N57W127003 Luisa Bonilla
Alvarado 203 Essex ST Apt 1
Marlborough, MA; FORD VIN:-
3FA6POH79FR301257 Carmen
Pastranasolo 147  Hampden
ST Chicopee, MA; SUBARU
VIN:JFIGHA65AH809001
Megan Szwarckop 13 Dale ST
Apt. 2 Ware, MA; TOYOTA
VIN:JTDKB20U693514335
Mayco Silva 25 Ames ST Apt.
1 Worcester, MA; CHEVY
VIN:2GCEK13T251352438
Ryan Martinek 16 Elm ST Mon-
son, MA; FORD VIN:1FTPX-
12V67FA51924 Dustin Veroneci
85 North View DR Rockport,
TX. This auction is to take place
on May 1, 2026 10:00 A.M. at
LaBontes & Son LLC, 241 Wil-
braham St., Palmer, MA 01069
04/16, 04/23, 04/30/2026

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
26 SM 001129
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:

Jaime M Miner

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
c. 50 § 3901 et seq.:

Lakeview Loan Servicing,
LLC

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering real
property in Palmer, numbered
1 Meadowbrook Lane, given
by Jaime M. Miner to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgagee, as
nominee for PHH Home Loans,
LLC, its successors and assigns,
dated June 30, 2017, and re-
corded or filed in the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 21748, Page 140, and now
held by Plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a
complaint for determination of
Defendant’s/Defendants”  Ser-
vicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure
of the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on
or before 5/18/2026 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground of
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of this Court

on 4/6/2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
04/16/2026
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BEERS GIN = BOXWINE

*all beers have deposits : 1.75 Itr

Heineken 24 pk ....................... 528.99 g Bombay Sapphire ......... $36.99 § Fl'aI'IZia .................................... $1 8.99
Corona 24 pK........coccceverrenenne. $28.99 : Tanqueray............ $34.99 : Bota......... $18.99
BUd & BUd Light 30 pk ............ 325-99 S Gordon’s Gin ................. $22.99 E Bla(:k ....................................... $1 8.99

Coors & Coors Light 30 pk.....$25.99 :  Fleischmann’s Gin........ $12.99

e 0 ~ READY-TO-
Natural Ice & Lite 30 pk......... 219.99 TEQUILA . DRINK (RTD)

: 1.75 Ir :
Vonm © Patron Silver.............. $79.99 : A LGO””L
. Espolon Blanco ............ $49.99
1.75 Itr 3 E 26,95
Grey GOOSE................ccoooeeernnnee. $44.99 . Sun Cruzzers 18 pKk................. :
V-0NE€......ooveeeeeeeeeeeeee e $39.99 R "M Surfside 718 pk......................... $29.99
ABSOIUL..........ovvvveeerrerrirneeen $29.99 — . White Claw 24 pk............... $29.99
THO'S. o $28.99 . BSSY o $79.99 Cutwater All Flavors 4 pK......... $12.99
Smirnoff ..., $19.99 Gaptain Morgan........... $26.99
SKYY....oooiiece e $19.99 . Baccardi ... $19.99 '
New Amsterdam...................... $19.99 :
Pinnacle ...............c.ccocvrnnnee, $14.99
Platinum............cccooovvvvenn. $11.99 W HISKE Y
Taaka.........ccooooovniine, $7.99 1.75 Itr :
Knob Creek................... $54.99
CREAM LIQUOR : rsincraig............ $54.99
1.75 lir J.W. Blacklable............. $54.99
: . Basil Hayden ................ $49.99 :
Makers Mark................ $44.99 oun I'ARGE
Bulleit .................ccc....... $44.99 COLLECTIONS
Crown Royal................. $44.99 OF WINES
LOTTERY, TOBACCO 5:::("32;%;; """"""""" 544.99
& SNAGKS A"A"'ABI'E Dewars............cc.o........
I:ou-ow us oN FAcEBooK Jim Beam .....................
FOR UPDATES: : Evan Williams...............

LIQUORTOWNPALMER :  Canadian Club

NODRY - THRSDRT 9 AR TOSER. B EER, WINE & SPIRITS “® =R &
y 4

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 9:30 P.M.

SUNDAY 10 AM. - 6 PM. 1010 Park Street, Palmer P




