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Mass. Association of 
School Superintendents 
present Academic 
Excellence Awards at 
dinner on Pathfinder 
Tech campus

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

Pathfinder Technical Voca-
tional School hosted a dinner on 
March 27 to recognize the winners 
of the Massachusetts Association 
of School Superintendents’ Aca-
demic Excellence Award.

“This is the second time I’ve 
hosted this since I’ve been Super-

intendent,” Eric Duda said. “There 
was a history prior to COVID of 
this being an annual event, so I try 
to carry on that important tradi-
tion.”

The MASS Academic Excel-
lence Award is given to the stu-
dent with the highest academic 
achievement as selected by the 
superintendents.

“For the nine towns we serve, 
there is no event to recognize that 
particular award in Western Mas-
sachusetts,” Duda said. “A couple 
decades ago, as is my understand-
ing, there was a tradition started 
by a former superintendent that 
we would do a recognition here. 
It’s turned into a really special 
event.”

The event was attended by 
the superintendents, the students 
and their families, and was host-

ed in Pathfinder’s Perso Restau-
rant, with a table for each school 
district. The superintendents each 
submitted write-ups for the stu-
dents they had awarded, which 
were featured in the event’s pro-
gram.

From the Belchertown Pub-
lic Schools, Superintendent Brian 
Cameron presented an award to 
Rainer Kristensen.

“From his earliest days at 
Belchertown High School, Rain-
er has distinguished himself as a 
first-rate scholar as well as a tire-
less worker in the arena of athletic 
competition,” Cameron said. “Add 
to this a wry and knowing sense 
of humor coupled with an affable 
personality, and a picture of Rain-
er Kristensen begins to emerge.”

“In a recent conversation with 
the educator who has facilitated 

Rainer’s Advisory section over the 
past four years, he shared the fol-
lowing observation: ‘As teachers, 
we are always looking for students 
who ‘get’ what we are putting out 
there in class exercises and dis-
cussions. Rainer epitomizes that 
exemplar; engaged and engaging, 
wise and witty, understated and 
unparalleled. It has been my privi-
lege to work with him.’”

From Granby Public Schools, 
Superintendent Stephen Sullivan 
presented an award to Cindy Ku-
somo.

“Academically, Cindy strives 
for perfection,” Sullivan said. 
“Teachers say her strength is her 
attention to detail. This keeps her 
focused in and out of school and 
has contributed to her currently 

Street pipe 
repaired, 
Commission
still has
questions

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At the Conserva-
tion Commission’s April 2 meeting, 
the members discussed the after-
math of an emergency incident on 
Palmer St.

“This past Thursday there was 
a little bit of a situation that hap-
pened on Palmer St. down in Three 
Rivers,” Enright said.

Enright went on to describe an 
employee from the Department of 
Public Works informing him about a 
then-ongoing sinkhole situation that 
had formed on the straightaway by 
the rail line. He said that a 15-inch 
drain line used for stormwater had 
succumbed to age and over-taxation 
and failed, causing a spurt of water 
which compromised the integrity of 
the road and made a pathway under 
the rail line, before exiting into the 
Quaboag River.

“With this, there was a lot of 
silt deposition into the river,” En-
right said. “As soon as those details 
were told to us, we got on the tele-
phone line with the Department of 
Environmental Protection and im-
mediately began formulating condi-
tions for an emergency certification 
form so all the outfits that would be 
involved with the project, between 
town, private excavation and the rail 
line body itself, because everybody 
would have to act on it for them to 
be able to enter the area and per-
form the necessary work to abate 
the emergency and start making re-
pairs to the area as a whole.”

By the time the meeting was 
held, however, Enright was able to 
confirm that the rail line had been 
repaired and was once again active. 
The drain line had been taken care 
of and filled and the riverbank had 
undergone treatment in order to 
restabilize it after the event.

“We’re on the back end of the 

School 
Comm. 
discusses
cuts to 
proposed 
budget

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The School Com-
mittee discussed the proposed bud-
get with the superintendent at its 
March 27 meeting.

Superintendent Dr. Cheryl 
Clarke said that the town required 
the school to submit a budget of 
$10,600,000, as opposed to the $11 
million dollar budget the school had 
previously submitted.

“So we went back to the draw-
ing board,” Clarke said. “And after 
many, many hours, the changes are: 
at the Early Childhood Center, there 
would be one less preschool class-
room; at Granite Valley, the two 
classroom teachers, an administra-
tive assistant and a building age, 
and then the ESSER positions of 
math and reading interventionists 
would also be eliminated but we 
would fill those intervention spots 
in other ways.”

“The addition of a part-time 
health teacher at Granite Valley is in 
the budget, class sizes still remain 
20 or fewer for our students, grades 
1-6.”

At the high school, one science 
teacher, one elective teaching posi-
tion, one virtual class teacher over-
sight, and two part-time positions 
for grades 7 and 8 have been pro-
posed to be eliminated, and a guid-
ance counselor who is retiring will 
not be replaced.

“We are also exploring the idea 
of a Dean of Students/Director of 
Counseling as opposed to a strict 
Assistant Principal,” Clarke contin-
ued. “Impacts would be, we would 
have instructional aid to supervise 
our virtual learning students, some 
electives and science classes would 
be reassigned, but not lost, and in 
Special Education we are adding a 
teacher so that grades 1-6 all have a 

Students honored with Academic
Excellence Awards from Superintendents

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

PALMER – The voice echo-
ing through Legion Field at Palmer 
High School is that of public ad-
dress announcer Mike Wadas. 

Growing up in the village of 
Thorndike and Palmer, Wadas is a 
Panther by heart. 

Starting off as a student at 
Palmer High School, Wadas was 
heavily involved in sports. As a high 
school athlete, Wadas participated 
in baseball, football and hockey. 

As a hockey player, Wadas had 
85 career points in high school. The 
highlight of playing hockey was be-
ing a part of a high school all star 
team, Team USA New England. 

Wadas alongside his USA New 
England team got play in the Euro-
pean countries of Switzerland, Italy 
and France. 

Wadas shared the fact that 
playing in Europe and representing 
the U.S. was one of the best memo-
ries he had as a Panther.

It was “a thrill to have USA on 
my jersey,” Wadas said. “Represent-
ing my country as a teenager.”

In his junior year of high 
school, Wadas was the alternate 
captain of his team and later captain 
in his senior year. Wadas played 
center as a hockey player and sport-
ed #22 on his jersey. 

Wadas is still in contact with 
his former hockey coach, Jim Cer-
bo, to this day. 

As a football player, Wadas 
played as a wide receiver, corner-
back and linebacker. 

In the years 1985 and 1986 Wa-
das experienced tremendous suc-
cess with the Panthers. The football 
team went back-to-back years unde-
feated, 11-0 and won two consecu-
tive Western Massachusetts High 
School Super Bowl championships. 

Wadas also played baseball 

throughout his entire high school 
years. The positions he played were 
pitcher, shortstop and center field. 

After high school, Wadas did 
have interest in further pursuing 
sports and attending college. How-
ever, at some point he decided not to 
pursue college and start a new life 
outside of Palmer. 

In the 1990s, Wadas resided in 
Katy, Texas, a small town outside 
of Houston. A promotion at work 
brought him to Texas and his son 
Will attended school in Katy. 

Will played baseball in high 
school and Wadas soon came across 
an opportunity that would get him 
involved in sports again. 

Will’s school was looking to 
assign parents as volunteers to help 
out throughout the school year, es-
pecially during sporting events. The 
school was looking for an announc-
er during the games and it was a 
role Wadas never originally thought 
of taking. 

The idea of announcing re-
minded Wadas of one of his favorite 
New England Sports teams growing 
up, the Boston Red Sox. 

For years, Wadas always en-
joyed listening to Sherm Feller, a 
radio personality and PA announcer 
for the Red Sox. Feller announced 
for the Red Sox at Fenway Park for 
over 20 years. 

Meet the voice of the Palmer Panthers
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Mike Wadas is the public address 
announcer for the Palmer Panthers. 
His journey with the Panthers 
began when he was a student and 
athlete. 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Recreation 
Department and Veterans Services 
are collaborating with 
Wreaths Across Amer-
ica and Amvets Post 74 
to put on a 1950s style 
Sock Hop this weekend.

On April 12, a nos-
talgic dance party will 
be held at the AmVets 
Center on Main Street in 
Three Rivers. The Sock 
Hop will start at 5 p.m. 
and will feature dancing, 
trivia, food, and raffles 
lasting all the way to 9 
p.m.

Recreation Direc-
tor Andrew St. George, 
who had previously done 
a nostalgic party with last 
summer’s 1980s party at 
Hryniewicz Park, credited Veterans 
Services Agent Tina Brohman as 
having the idea of a ‘50s nostalgia 
night to collaborate with Wreaths 
Across America.

“We’re trying to mix things 
up,” St. George said. “We’re going 
to have food, dancing, it’s going to 
be a lot of fun.”

As a lifetime member of the 
organization, Brohman made ar-

rangements with Post 74 to hold 
the party at the hall.

The big draw of the dance, 
of course, will be the live musical 
entertainment. As a musician him-
self, St. George was able to use 
his connections to find a musical 
act that would embody the style of 
rock and roll from the 1950s and 

‘60s.
“The band is called Decades,” 

St. George said. “Because I’m ac-
tive in the music community, I put 
it out on a Facebook group for lo-
cal musicians that I was looking 

for recommendations. 
Decades came highly 
recommended by sev-
eral other musicians as 
the ones we wanted to 
hire.”

On their website, 
Decades has a list of 
songs that they regular-
ly perform, including 
hits by Elvis Presley, 
The Beatles, The Mon-
kees, Chuck Berry, 
Creedence Clearwater 
Revival, The Founda-
tions, Roy Orbison, and 
many, many more.

“Since 1993, Decades has 
been entertaining audiences all 
over New England and beyond with 
their energetic cover renditions of 
all your favorite songs from the 
1950s and 1960s,” the Decades of-
ficial website says. “The members 
of Decades have been entertaining 
audiences young and old together 
for over 31 years, from the most 

Sock Hop at Amvets Post to support 
Wreaths Across America
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Superintendent Matthew Francis and Principal Sue North honored Shawn Troche, Jr., alongside his family, at the Academic Excellence Award dinner 
at Pathfinder’s Perso Restaurant.
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Corrections
The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 2 

or 3. To request a correction, send information to Editor at journalregister@turley.com, or call 283-8393, extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

MINOU 

Minou is the Murphy-Stark family’s second cat. 
She is 6 years old. She is a black shorthair cat. She 
is feisty and funny. She likes chasing her tail playing 
with toys and eating everything in sight. She gets the 
zoomies way too often, crashing through doors and 
yelling and waking up the entire house. However, she 
does have a sweet side. She loves to climb on top of 
sleeping people and go to sleep on them.

We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a 
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get 
the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying to 
re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-resolution 
jpg of your pet with a little information to journalregis-
ter@turley.com. 

of theof the

Please join the Quaboag Valley Food Policy Council (QVFPC) for a training provided by the 
Collaborative for Educational Services (CES). Help us implement our Community Food Assessment 

by joining the data collection team and interviewing your neighbors through community chats! 
This training is focused on how important building trust is when collecting data from community members who are sharing 

personal stories. You will learn how to respectfully approach people’s lived experience, record their responses, and provide support.

For more information please contact Caitlin at cgeaghan@townofware.com.

Pre-Registration is required. Register today at https://forms.gle/dfH6F9CbAkCzfSej9 or scan the QR Code below.

www.healthyquaboag.org
TOWNS SERVED BY HEALTHY QUABOAG:
Barre | Belchertown | Brimfield | Brookfield | East Brookfield | Hardwick | Holland | Ludlow | Monson 
New Braintree | North Brookfield | Palmer | Spencer | Wales | Ware | Warren | West Brookfield | Wilbraham REGISTER NOWfacebook.com/healthyquaboag

Effective Community Interviewing Training

Who
Open to community members

 and organization partners

When
Monday, April 29, 2024

5-8 pm  /  Dinner will be provided

Where
Education to Employment

79 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

or via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87040636216?

pwd=Q0c4MmVxUTZzck91eDIyYzFQdHB5Zz09

Receive a $75 gift card for 
completing the training! 
Receive additional gift cards 
for conducting interviews!
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Robert DeSteph
to wed Sandra
Savage Jan. 2025

Ginny and Remo Pizzichemi of Monson, are 
pleased to announce the Dec. 9, 2023 engagement of 
their son Robert DeSteph of Englewood, Florida, to 
Sandra Savage of Northport, Florida. Robert is a Re-
tail Store Associate and Sandra is a Pre-School Teacher. 
They are planning a January 2025 wedding at Heron 
Creek Golf and Country Club in Florida. 

by Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 
 
MONSON – The Keep Home-

stead Museum hosted historian 
Pamela Weeks over the weekend 
to share the stories the quilts tell 
within their stitches. 

Debbie Harris, a member 
of the museum, wanted to create 
something for the community to 
enjoy and learn about the hsitories 
and stories that quilts can share. 

“I am a part of a quilters guild 
and I have heard Pamela was teach-
ing on quilts and wanted to have a 
program here,” Harris explained. 
“I was amazed at how she was able 
to look at how a quilt was made.” 

The program had over 45 peo-
ple in attendance, and attendees 
got to learn about and see many 
differetn quilts from across New 
England as they heard their stories. 

“As an artist, I love tactile 
things… working with fabric 
makes me happy,” Pamela said. 
“Quilts can be many things.”

Weeks is the Binney Family 
Curator of the New England Quilt 
Museum in Lowell. There, she is 
responsible for several exhibits, 
and takes care of the collection. 

“(My favorite is) a silk quilt 
made into a very unusual quilt, as 
in fashion, and its dated at 1847,” 
Weeks said. “It was probably made 
in Manchester, New Hampshire, 
and the research surrounding it is 
what really launched my serious 
interest in textile history.” 

The event was filled with 

unique and beautiful pieces, and it 
was there that history was laid out 
in the delicate stitches, and the sto-

ries of those who made them came 
to life.

Finding the stories
within quilts of many colors

Turley photo by Emily-Rose Pappas

Pamela Weeks holding up one of the many quilts in her collection.$500 scholarships available
MONSON— The Monson Garden Club has an-

nounced that two $500 scholarships are available to 
high school seniors who reside in Monson and plan 
to continue school at a 2 or 4 year college to study 
in any branch of the life, natural, or environmental 
sciences. Applications with instructions may be ob-
tained through their school guidance office and are 
due by April 23.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
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DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for 
the following School Choice openings for the 2024-2025 school year: 

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to 
provide positive educational experiences for all of our students through 
quality programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.

The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, May 10, 2024.

The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of 
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of 
available spaces.   There will be two drawings for this purpose.  The first 
will take place on May 10, 2024, and in the event of unexpected additional 
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 9, 2024.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at 
www.belchertownps.org 

or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.  

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any 
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national 

origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap, 
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English 

language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Grade K                       7

Grade 1                      10

Grade 2                       6

Grade 4                       3 

Grade 5                       5

Grade 6                         2 

Grade 7                         10  

Grade 8                         10  

Grade 9                         5  

Grade 10                       5  

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

DAZED CANNABIS MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
Dazed Cannabis is a local dispensary that is offering a mentorship program to a select 

number of residents from Monson, MA and surrounding areas. Applicants must be at least 
21 years old. Preferred applicants either reside in the Town of Monson, or have a past drug 
conviction, but all applications are accepted. 

The program will provide training across one or more of the following topics: job 
readiness and skill development, resume development and interviewing, cannabis retail 
business training, and compliance with MA cannabis regulations. 

Dazed will assess the area/skill-set that would best assist each candidate. The program 
will last 90 days, and would require the candidate to meet with their mentor at least twice 
per month. 

Qualified candidates who complete the mentoring program have the ability to apply 
for available job positions at either the Monson or Holyoke dispensaries, or Dazed will 
provide references for candidates looking for employment with other MA marijuana 
establishments. 

Candidate slots are limited, so please inquire quickly by contacting: rich@dazed.fun.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Palmer Town
election on June 11

PALMER— Palmer Annual Town Election Tues-
day, June 11. Term to start on July 1.

Nomination papers available at the Clerk’s office 
for the available seats:

Councilor At Large,1seat, 3 year term
Councilor At Large, 1 seat, 2 year term
District Council Prct. #2, 1 seat, 3 year term
District Council Prct. #3,1seat, 3 year term
Planning Board, 1 seat, 3 year term
School Committee,1 seat, 3 year term
All nomination papers must be returned to the 

Clerk by April 23, or further information please contact 
the Town Clerk at 413-283-2608.

Monson Town 
election June 11

Nomination papers are now available in the Mon-
son Town Clerk’s office for the Annual Town Election 
to be held on June 11 for following slate of offices:

Select Board -3 years
Board of Assessors-3 years
School Committee-3 years (2 seats available)
Highway Surveyor- 3 years.
Water/Sewer Commission-3 years
Cemetery Commission-3 years
Parks and Recreation Commission-3 years
Housing Authority- 1 year
The deadline to pick up papers is April 19. For 

inquiries contact the Monson Town Clerk’s office 413-
267-4115 or email us: townclerk@monson-ma.gov.

MONSON — All Monson res-
idents are invited to participate in 
the upcoming Monson Town wide 
clean up scheduled for Saturday, 
April 27,  at 8 a.m. and continuing 
throughout the day.  This is an op-
portunity for everyone to pitch in 
and help beautify the town. 

Any amount of time that can 
be contributed to this worthwhile 
effort will be greatly appreciated. 
Collection bags, gloves, and safe-
ty vests will be distributed at the 
Dave Grieve Gazebo Park on Main 
Street  starting at 8 a.m. and con-
tinuing to 1 p.m.  

For those in the north part of 
the town, they can opt to pick up 
supplies at the Silver Street Chap-
el from 8 to 9:30 am. Individuals 
may choose to clean up thier own 
street or a street assignment can be 
provided.  

Members of the Monson 
Board of Health are coordinating 
this event. Please register at the 
following link https://forms.gle/
Wy5KwbUc83KhZfAC9, or on 
the Monson Board of Health web-
site www.monson-ma.gov/312/

Board-of-Health.  Questions can 
be directed to Joan Simmons at 
jsimmons@springfieldcollege.edu 
or (413) 366-1147.

For anyone needing communi-
ty service hours, this is a great way 
to fulfill that requirement. A letter 
showing proof of participation will 

be provided.  This event is also a 
wonderful activity for teams and 
clubs to do together.  The organiz-
ers will be sure to assign the clubs/
teams with young children to low 
traffic areas, such as schools and 
parks.

Monson town wide clean up April 27

Collection bags, gloves, and safety vests will be distributed at the Dave 
Grieve Gazebo Park on Main Street  starting at 8 a.m. and continuing to 1 
p.m.

Special Education teacher at each level.”
Clarke said that some of the specialized pro-

gramming would be shuffled around to better meet 
the needs of the students. She then listed other ways 
that the school will seek to save money in order to 
lower the budget.

“For the summer bus tour, we’re going to be 
looking to seek donations instead of having it come 
from our budget,” Clarke said. “Some overtime and 
stipend eliminations, conferences, and The Loop 
will become a high school elective.”

After Clarke’s presentation of the budget 
changes, the Committee opened the discussion up 
to public comments and a resident attending the 
meeting via the Zoom online interface asked what 
the $400,000 that was eliminated from the budget 
would have been used for.

“A secretary, we would put that one back,” 
Clarke said. “And grades 1, 2, and 3, our class sizes 
are 19 and 20, so we would look at maybe putting 
a teacher back to one or both of those grade levels. 
That’s probably it.”

Clarke added that enrollment for grades 9-12 
is approximately 130 students, so the school may 
have pursued a part-time position at the high school 
to make arranging electives easier, as well as an in-
terventionist, as there is space for interventions pro-
posed for next year’s budget.

Committee member Karen Nothe-Valley pro-
vided context to the budget process.

“We put forth a budget with a modest increase 
when we were told that we were looking at poten-
tially having a level services budget this year in-
stead of level-funded like we had over a number of 
years,” Nothe-Valley said. “That was the direction 
we were originally told, then we were told that we 
had to come in at a specific number.”

Nothe-Valley described this as “not particular-
ly fair to the school’s process,” but said that as a 
school committee, its responsibility is to talk things 
through and hold budget subcommittee meetings, 
and make some tough decisions to put forth the 
budget.

“I am not in favor of some of the teacher cuts 
and some of the obstacles that we had to accept,” 
Nothe-Valley said. “We obviously had to be collab-
orative with the town and everyone, but I think that 
all this belt-tightening, suspender-tightening, and 
all this creativity that we do, we have kept Monson 
Public Schools afloat and doing well for all these 
years, but there are consequences.”

N o t h e - Va l l e y 
pledged to do her part 
to advocate for a level 
services budget next 
year. Committee Chair 
Emily Graves-Harri-
son added that this is a 
proposed budget, and 
still needs to be ap-
proved by the Finance 
Committee and be vot-
ed on by the town.

intimate of gatherings to crowds of over 
10,000 at fireworks festivals.”

St. George said that residents have 
been asking for the town to get involved 
with Wreaths Across America, the orga-
nization that created the national event 
where town officials and members of the 
military place wreaths on the graves of 
veterans during the holiday season. He 
described as many as hundreds of veter-
ans in the public and religious cemeter-
ies in town, and that he hopes to get that 
event kicked off in town soon.

“We’re going to have a representa-
tive from Wreaths Across America there 
collecting donations,” St. George said. 

“The event itself is totally free, so people 
are welcome to donate if they want to.”

There will also be food sold at the 
event. St. George predicted that pric-
es will range between $5 and $10 for a 
meal, and that “basic food” like burgers 
and hot dogs would be provided.

To get a preview for the music, you 
can look up “Decades Experience” on 
Facebook, or go to their website at De-
cadesExperience.com.

If you’d like to take a trip to the past 
and support Wreaths Across America, 
you can do so by attending the ‘50s Sock 
Hop at 2150 Main St. from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. on Friday, April 12.

Monson
Democrats to 
award scholarship 

MONSON— The Monson Democratic Town 
Committee is once again pleased to award a $1,000 
scholarship to a graduating high school senior who is a 
resident of the Town of Monson and pursuing post-sec-
ondary education. This scholarship opportunity is not 
limited to students who attend Monson High School. 
Students who reside in the Town of Monson and attend 
Monson High School, or other high schools, including 
Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical High School, 
are encouraged to apply.

The scholarship selection committee gives signif-
icant added weight to community service or extending 
service to others and takes into account extracurricular 
activities, strength of recommendations, personal state-
ment, and academic/vocational achievement.There is 
no requirement that the student be an enrolled Demo-
crat to be considered for this scholarship award.

The application for the Monson Democratic Town 
Committee scholarship award is submitted through the 
2024 Monson High School Common Scholarship Ap-
plication with a deadline listed on the application as 
all materials being submitted and postmarked by Tues-
day, April 23. For more information about the Monson 
Democratic Town Committee Scholarship, specifically, 
questions may be emailed to karen_monsondems@ya-
hoo.com.

Drum circle in April 
MONSON— Hearts Willing Club will be spon-

soring a Drum Circle at First Church of Monson on 
Wednesday, April 24, at 7 p.m. Dave Curry will be 
the drum facilitator. If you have a drum, please feel 
free to bring it; if not, drums will be available to rent 
for the evening for $3.00, payable at the door. Be 
prepared for a fun and informative evening of gentle 
drumming.

Reservations are required. To reserve a place, 
please call Lee at First Church of Monson and/or 
leave a message at 413 267 3312 or email Lee at 
First Church at office@firstchurchmonson.org be-
fore Sunday, April 21. Please be sure to let her know 
whether you will be bringing your own drum or if 
you’ll be needing to rent one. The evening is free if 
you bring your own drum.

Celebrate Earth Day in April
STURBRIDGE— Grassroots Central Mass  will 

continue its tradition of celebrating Earth Day with 
its fourth “Trees Are Treasures” event on Saturday, 
April 20, at Wells State Park  from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

GCM, a local affiliate of Indivisible Mass Coali-
tion (IMC), is again co-sponsoring this year’s events 
with Brookfields Fight Fear. Both GCM and BFF are 
local groups dedicated to serving the communities 
they live in through finding and supporting solutions 
to issues in the communities, the state, and the nation.

The event includes a short, level walk along the 
Mill Pond Trail at Wells State Park, where costumed 
interpreters are stationed to discuss the importance 
of wetlands and forest ecosystems, at both child and 
adult levels. This is a family friendly stroll.

This free event will also include children’s crafts 
under the pavilion, storytelling, and a free tree seed-
ling giveaway. Join us to celebrate and appreciate the 
beauty of our native forest. For more information vis-
it our webpage:https://grassrootscentralmass.org/.

Baystate Wing Hospital 
Auxiliary seeks scholarship 

applicants
PALMER – The Baystate Wing Hospital Auxil-

iary is making scholarship applications available for 
the 2023-24 academic year. 

The Auxiliary will award scholarships of $1,000 
to seniors graduating from Belchertown, Ludlow, 
Monson, Palmer, Pathfinder, Minnechaug, and Ware 
High Schools who are pursuing higher education in 
a healthcare field. The students will be chosen based 
on their academic excellence, volunteer efforts and 
related community service, work experience, and 
dedication to their goals.

Applications and instructions for completing 
the application forms are available in each school’s 
guidance department and must be completed and 
submitted by April 12. The Auxiliary Scholarship 
Committee will select student recipients and recom-
mend them to the Auxiliary board for final approval.

Throughout the years, a wide variety of health-
care fields have been represented by area students 
who have received these scholarships, including pre-
medical, dental hygiene, health system management, 
nursing, pharmacy, and radiology.

“Growing careers in healthcare is now more im-
portant than ever,” said Evelyn Glabicky, president of 
the Baystate Wing Auxiliary in a press release. “We 
are so proud when we hear from our former schol-
arship recipients who are now providing healthcare 
throughout the region and Massachusetts.”

For over 65 years, the Auxiliary has been ac-
tively supporting Baystate Wing Hospital through 
its sponsorship of special events and management of 
the gift shop. This diverse group of women and men 
includes teachers, nurses, and business owners, both 
young and retirees, who live in many different com-
munities and are united by a shared commitment to 
support the mission of the hospital.

SOCK HOP  ❙  from page 1

MONSON  ❙  from page 1
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Viewpoints

I bet there are a few garden enthusiasts 
out there with seedlings up and grow-
ing indoors.  
My tomatoes are just poking through, 

but my peppers are ready for transplant-
ing. Why transplant you ask? It’s import-
ant that we give our young plants room to 
spread out!  

If seeds 
were sown in 
rows, chances 
are that several 
seedlings have 
sprouted and 
are now grow-
ing within a 
close proximity 
to one anoth-
er. They are 
competing for 
nutrients and 
moisture. 

Even if two seeds were sown in a 
single cell of a six-pack and both germi-
nated, they too are competing with one 
another in that tiny of a space. So, if we 
want garden center quality seedlings, we 
must transplant them to their own cell or 
small pot.

You know a seedling is ready for 
transplant when it has its “true leaves,” 
not the cotyledon leaves that were first 
to sprout from the seed, but those that 
come right after.  At this point in growth 
plant roots aren’t tangled up and there-
fore transplant shock can be kept to a 
minimum.

Although the seedlings may be tiny 
and appear fragile, transplanting them is 
quite simple. 

First, take a wooden plant label or 
dull butter knife and “cut” into the row 
of seedlings. Then, use your implement 
“spatula-style” to remove a small cluster 
of plants from the bottom up.  

I always tell folks to “think brown-
ies!” Be careful to get as many roots as 
you can.  

Once you’ve done this it is time to 
separate them from one another. Gently 
pull on a leaf, not the stem, to pry them 
apart.  

Think of it this way:  the plant has 
two leaves but only one stem. If it should 
snap, that’s it! Leaves on the other hand, 
can and will be replaced if accidentally 
torn off.

Individual seedlings can be planted 
in small containers or cell packs filled 
with soilless growing medium. We steer 
clear of garden soil because of the patho-
gens and weed seeds it may contain as 
well as its tendency not to drain very 
well.  

Soilless mix is sterile, and has the 
ability to retain moisture yet drain free-
ly- just what the young seedling needs as 
it grows additional roots and top growth.  

Make a hole in the moistened grow-

ing medium with your finger, a pencil or 
wooden dibble. Insert the seedling to the 
correct depth then firm around it with 
your fingers.  

Most are transplanted to the same 
depth they were growing in the pack. 

One exception is tomatoes; they can 
be buried deeper 
than they started 
out. This is be-
cause tomatoes 
have the ability 
to make roots 
along the length 
of their stem.   

A n o t h -
er exception 
are marigolds. 
More roots 
mean healthier 
shoots!  

Water the transplants well with a 
gentle spray.  They can now be put back 
under the artificial lights you’ve rigged 
up.  

Continue to keep the lights with-
in inches of the plants for the stockiest 
growth. Or, if you’re lucky enough to 
have a sunroom or hobby greenhouse, 
the seedlings will thrive there!  

Shade them from direct sun for a 
few days after transplant to prevent wilt-
ing. Soon the roots will recover from the 
shock of transplant and will again be able 
to sustain the plant.   

Night time temperatures can dip as 
low as 50 degrees for most plants. In fact, 
lower night temps will help to ensure the 
stocky specimen we desire. 

Fertilize with half-strength liquid 
plant food every 10 days to two weeks. 
Begin to “harden-off” your transplants a 
couple of weeks prior to putting in the 
ground. 

Thus far they have been kept in a 
carefully controlled environment. Plant-
ing them without a period of acclimati-
zation may mean disaster!   

Place them outdoors in a shady spot 
protected from the wind for only a few 
hours each day. As the days progress 
keep them out longer and increase their 
exposure to bright sun and wind.  

Don’t forget to water during this 
process, but forgo all fertilizer. 

With less than two months to go un-
til the danger of frost is officially passed, 
our home grown seedlings won’t have 
long to wait, and neither will we!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Transplanting your
homegrown seedlings

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

When should my 
wife claim her 
Social Security 
benefit?
Dear Rusty 

I just saw an article which said that certain 
spousal options were going away, but there are 
still good options for when a spouse can claim. 
I am filing for my Social Security to start in 
October when I turn 70. My wife’s Full Retire-
ment Age is in December, and she now plans to 
file then for half of what my FRA benefit would 
have been (our original plan was for both to file 
in August). My wife’s main reason for delaying 
until her FRA is to lock her into my maximum 
benefit if she has to someday change to Survi-
vor’s Benefit. Will this be gone for us? Neither 
of us was born before Jan. 1, 1954. Please ad-
vise. 

Signed: Planning for Both

Dear Planning
I expect that the article you refer to was 

speaking of the option to claim only a spousal 
benefit first and allow one’s personal SS retire-
ment benefit to grow. That option was available 
only to those who were born before 1954 and 
had reached full retirement age. As you now 
know that option is not available to you. 

Assuming your wife’s highest benefit en-
titlement will be as your spouse, your current 
strategy – you claim your maximum benefit to 
start in October at age 70 and your wife starts 
her benefit in December at her FRA is a good 
one which will yield the maximum possible 
monthly benefit for both of you. But for clarity, 
your wife’s survivor benefit as your widow has 
nothing to do with when she claims her spouse 
benefits now.  

The only thing which will affect your 
wife’s benefit as your surviving spouse is her 
age when she claims the survivor benefit. If she 
has already reached her FRA of 66 years and 
8 months when you pass, she will get 100% of 
the amount you were receiving when you died, 
instead of the smaller spousal amount she was 
receiving while you were living. Her survivor 
benefit would only be less than 100% of yours 
if she claimed it before reaching her full retire-
ment age (which, of course, we hope would not 
to be the case).  

Just so you have the complete picture, your 
wife could, if desired, claim her Social Security 
to start at the same time as you in October but, 
since that would be earlier than her FRA, the 
amount she would get would be less than 50% 
of your FRA entitlement. Her spouse benefit 
would be reduced by 0.694% for each month 
earlier than her FRA it starts. 

For example, if your wife starts her spou-
sal benefit in October when your benefit starts, 
she will get about 98.6% of the amount she 
would get if she waited until December to start 
her benefits. That’s a permanent reduction, so 
if your wife’s life expectancy is at least average 
about 87, it’s likely still wisest for her to wait 
until her FRA to start benefits. But in any case, 
when your wife claims her spousal benefit now 
will have no effect on the survivor benefit she 
will get as your future widow. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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Northern Flicker

A Blandford resident saw a male northern flicker 
during the April 4 snowstorm among other birds 
at her snowbound feeding station. 

I saw a male northern flicker before the snow storm 
last week near the Barre line. The day after the snow, I 
saw one  by the edge of the road at the ball-field in the 
center of Oakham, the only bare spot.

The northern flicker is about 13 inches long. Dis-
tinguishing marks include a black bid or necklace under 
its throat, black spots on its breast, gray head and long 
beak. The male has has a black line at the base of its 
bill, which the female lacks. Both have a red patch on 
the neck and a white rump, clearly visible in flight. 

The flicker is the only ground feeding woodpecker. 
Ants make up almost half of its diet. It also catches in-
sects in the air and eats fruit, berries and seeds. It will 
come to feeders like the one in Blandford. 

Flickers are cavity nesters and excavate a hole in a 
tree, fence post or cactus. They will use a nest box. The 
female lays seven to nine white eggs. They make a loud 
“kekekekeke” for territorial display and a “woikawoik-
awoka” during courtship. They also do muffled volleys 
of drumming.

Flocks of robins
The Blandford resident also had a flock of about 

25 robins in her yard. She said they departed before she 
could shovel clear strip of grass for them and put out 
mealworms. I saw many robins along the side of the af-
ter last Thursdays snowstorm and the day after as there 
was no other area clear of snow. 

Pileated woodpecker holes
I received a photo from a Charlton resident show-

ing a tree with numerous holes made by a pileated 
woodpecker. It was impressive.

I usually hear the pileated woodpecker more than I 
see them. Recently, I heard one and looked for it in the 
area of its hammering. I saw this one and it kept up its 
excavating as I watched it.

More snowstorm bird
A Brimfield resident, who sends me frequent bird 

sightings, said, “During the snow storm last week in 
addition to the usual suspects we had a field sparrow, 
a Carolina wren and about 36 goldfinch visit the yard. 
Some of the male goldfinch were beginning to show 
some yellow plumage.”

Black vultures
The Brimfield resident said his wife saw two black 

vultures in the center of Brimfield feeding on a dead 
opossum. He said, “They are showing up in western 
Massachusetts more often recently.”

Turkey vultures
A favorite roost for turkey vultures is near the 

transfer station in Barre on Depot Road. I saw several 
vultures circling over the area, several perched on lamp 
posts and a shed at the transfer station. One on the lamp 
post had its wings spread out. It was quite a sight to see.

I saw a turkey vulture spreading its wings like that 
several years ago on one of the high tension line poles 
in Oakham. It almost looked like it flew into the post.

Ospreys and herons
This Brimfield resident makes regular trips to sev-

eral ponds. He said in his most recent email, “In Warren 
at the pond on South Street the osprey pair that have 
nested there the past three years have returned. Last 
year there were three great blue heron nests there that 
produced young. This year only one pair of herons has 
returned so far. At my last visit it looked like a heron 
was incubating eggs or maybe just sitting down?”

He also said, “At the great blue heron rookery at 
Conant Brook Dam in Monson there are four nest this 
year. On a visit last week the four nests had birds incu-
bating eggs. There were six nest here last year but one 
of the trees with a nest looked like it was in danger of 
falling over, guess it did. And another nest has disap-
peared.” He said there is an osprey pair at the playing 
fields in Wilbraham by the YMCA/Spec Pond. He saw 
one of osprey bring sticks to the nest and at another visit 
one was sitting on the nest.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

repair phase right now,” En-
right said. “Mark Stinson from 
DEP also put in a suggestion 
that some restoration planting 
should be enacted down the line 
in between certain spots of the 
ripwrap to further improve sta-
bilization of the riverbank that 
was affected by this event.”

Commission member Da-
vid Cotter asked if DEP had 
specified what kind of vegeta-
tion should be planted, but En-
right said that this was still to be 
discussed.

“I’m going to make con-
tact with some of the parties 
that are in charge of the repairs 
currently to make sure that we 
find the time and the appropri-
ate window to be able to make 
that potential solution feasible,” 
Enright said, adding, “Now that 
the rail line’s active again, it is 
going to be a little hard trying 
to navigate an avenue for acces-
sibility to make those improve-
ments, but we’ll navigate that.”

The Commission had sev-
eral questions about the material 
of the pipe and what caused it to 
break, but Enright said that this 
information was the purview 
of the DPW, and Commission 
Chair Donald Blais lamented 
that a representative of the DPW 
did not attend the meeting.

“Since I had a front-row 
seat to all of this, because I live 
literally a few houses away, this 
is one of the many questions 
that I had, because this was a 
major disruption for the last few 
days,” Blais said. “How much 
of this was weather-related from 
all the rain we had?”

The commissioners agreed 
that the heavy rainfall from the 
last week was likely related, as 
the water passing through the 
pipe would inevitably deterio-
rate it.

Blais spoke with a meteo-
rologist friend who was able to 
provide the approximate rain 
volume over the last few years 

in the region. He reported that in 
2021, the region saw 55.4 inch-
es of rain, 42.84 in 2022, 55.43 
in 2023, and then 15.57 in the 
first three months of this year.

Commission member Peter 
Izyk compared this to his own 
measurements, which included 
7.65 inches in March, which he 
described as three times what’s 
normal.

“You add all that togeth-
er, it comes to 169.24 inches 
of rain in three years and three 
months,” Blais said. “The rea-
son I asked for the numbers here 
is just to reiterate the point that 
what we have been seeing in the 
last three years, and now the 
beginning of this year, is well 
above normal, and I have con-
cerns that we could see more in-
cidents like this happen.”

Blais said that he would still 
like to speak with someone from 
DPW about how to prepare for 
and prevent further incidents 
like this in the future.

“The first priority is the sit-
uation at hand, though,” Enright 
said. “The immediate emergen-
cy of the entire half of the road 
washing away, that part has been 
dealt with, but with all the stuff 
that still has to be done and the 
closing phases, you still need a 
lot of the people that are on that 
project to remain diligent on the 
project itself.”

“A lot of the major work 
is done,” Enright concluded. 
“They’re still ironing out some 
of the closing phases of some of 
the more minor fixes and repairs 
that have to be made.”

Commission member Nich-
olas Zeo thanked Enright and 
the DPW for their prompt re-
sponse to the emergency, and 
member Lucas McDiarmid rec-
ommended that questions be 
sent to the DPW in writing, and 
a follow-up interview could be 
scheduled afterwards.

PALMER  ❙  from page 1
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. 

$299
lb

SALE DATES: 4/11/24-4/17/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES 
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ................$279

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ROASTER CHICKEN ......................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

$209
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
POLISH LOAF .........................$444

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICKEN (FOWL) for SOUP 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK STOMACH ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ....................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FULLY COOKED 
BREADED CHICKEN WINGS ....... lb

$349

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

AMERICAN
LAMB SHOULDER CHOPS

$444

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAKS or ROAST ........................

$799
lb

$999

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

nboonstra@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – State 
Rep. Aaron Saunders (D-Belcher-
town) spoke at a meeting of the 
Friends of Quabbin on April 7, 
to promote a bill that aims to 
improve regional equity for the 
communities that host the Quab-
bin Reservoir.

House Bill 897, also known 
as An Act Relative to the Quab-
bin Watershed and Regional Eq-
uity, would create a trust fund to 
benefit Quabbin Reservoir Water-
shed Communities, which would 
be funded by a fee based on the 
amount of water used by supplied 
municipalities. 

The fee proposed by the bill 
would be set at five cents per 
1,000 gallons drawn, and would 
be expected to raise $3.5 million 
for the fund, according to a sum-
mary document for the bill pro-
vided by Saunders. The bill also 
proposes to adjust how communi-
ties would be paid from the Mas-
sachusetts Water Resources Au-
thority, basing payments on total 
state land acreage as opposed 
to acreage above the high water 
mark as is currently mandated.

Additionally, the bill would 
ensure that three members on the 
MWRA Board of Directors were 
residents of Connecticut River 
Basin communities. Currently, 

Monson Town Administrator Jen-
nifer Wolowicz is the only one of 
the board’s 11 members repre-
senting a community outside of 
the I-495 corridor.

Saunders explained that this 
bill, the first of its kind to be in-
troduced in the House, was one 
that he proposed with a focus on 
the future of the region, rather 
than its past. However, he made 
clear that it was the history of the 
region and its stewardship of the 
reservoir that made a bill like this 
necessary.

“When the Quabbin was 
built, when the four towns were 
taken from us, there were a num-
ber of communities that were also 
impacted forever,” he said. 

Saunders went on to detail 
how many of the towns that con-
tain the reservoir are left to rely 
primarily on property taxes over 
commercial development for 
raising municipal revenues, lead-
ing to both buildings and services 
that were beginning to degrade as 
a result of those lower figures. He 
said that this state of affairs was 
directly a result of the fact that 
these communities host the res-
ervoir for other parts of the state.

“The lands that we protect 
for the Quabbin have foreclosed 
the ability for these communi-
ties to do anything else that may 
generate the type of revenue that 
funds public safety, that funds ba-
sic services that we expect from 

our communities,” he said.
Providing one example of 

suffering public facilities, Saun-
ders said, “There is one usable 
room in the New Salem Town 
Hall; it’s in the basement. The 
rest of the building is not fit for 
human consumption.”

He said that this bill was not 
concerned with seeking repay-
ment for these impacts histori-
cally, but rather was merely an 
attempt to recognize the worth 
of the region’s protection of the 
reservoir, as well as to assure that 
the region will continue to be able 
to protect it going forward.

“The water provides such 
innumerable value to the people 
and the businesses and the com-
munities of eastern Mass that 
there ought to be some consid-
eration given to the communities 
that steward this resource,” he 
said. He added that this consid-
eration would come at a minimal 
cost to MWRA ratepayers, pro-
viding an estimated figure of an 
additional six cents per month 
for the average Boston water and 
sewer customer.

Saunders also said this pro-
posed bill was coming at a time 
when the burden placed on the 
Quabbin Reservoir may soon be 
increasing. 

“There are a great number of 
communities in the eastern part 
of the state who are dealing with 
very serious water quality issues,” 

he said. “These are communities 
that need a reliable source of wa-
ter, and they are looking to us to 
provide that.”

He later added that he also 
wanted to make sure there would 
still be water left should commu-
nities in western Massachusetts 
also show an interest in joining 
the MWRA system.

Saunders admitted that he 
had encountered difficulty in 
trying to help those from differ-
ent parts of the state understand 
why a bill like this would be so 
important.

“Oftentimes, the initial re-
sponse I get back is, ‘Yes, it’s sad 
that four towns were drowned, 
but it was a necessary step in the 
Commonwealth’s future’ – so 
on and so forth,” Saunders said. 
However, he stated that it was 
possible to push back against 
this line of thinking. “The way 
this is combatted is through the 
voice of the folks who live here 
in the region,” he said. “Not only 
recounting the past, but talking 
about what life is like in western 
Mass now.”

For this reason, Saunders 
emphasized the importance of in-
dividuals to speak out about the 
matter of regional equity as well 
as related topics such as water 
quality and public access to nat-
ural resources.

“The more that we can have 
these voices heard outside of just 
rooms like this, the more effec-
tive it is,” he said.

Wadas took up the 
role of PA announcer at 
his son’s high school and 
was fascinated by the work 
behind the whole process. 
It was a learning curve he 
figured out almost imme-
diately. 

“I figured it out on the 
fly,” Wadas said. “Got re-
ally good at it.”

Wadas was a PA an-
nouncer during his son’s 
time in high school and did 
it for a total of seven years. 

One memorable mo-
ment while announcing in 
Texas was one of his son’s 
baseball games. 

Wadas happened 
to check the results of a 
Red Sox game that was 
happening that same day. 
Even though he was in a 
small Texas town, Wadas 
still briefly announced the 
results of the Red Sox game during 
a high school baseball game. 

His son’s baseball coach 
found it amusing and let Will 
know of his father’s random an-
nouncement.

“Your dad just announced the 
Red Sox score,” Wadas said para-
phrasing what the coach said to 
Will that day. 

For the most part, other than 
that brief Red Sox announcement, 
Wadas kept his PA announcing on a 
professional level during his whole 
time in Katy, Texas. Wadas was the PA 
announcer for seven years and stopped 
until another parent came in and want-
ed to take over the role of announcer. 

In 2015, Wadas left Texas and re-
turned to his hometown of Palmer. The 
Athletic Director and Palmer Football 
Coach at the time Peter Farr reached 
out to Wadas regarding a new oppor-
tunity. 

Farr found out about Wadas’ an-
nouncing experience down in Texas 
and was searching for someone to an-
nounce during the football games. Wa-
das was intrigued by the offer but was 
a bit hesitant since he only announced 
for baseball and not football.

“Theres a little more work in foot-
ball announcing,” Wadas said. “But I’ll 
give it a shot.”

Wadas carefully studied the new 
tasks for his new announcing role for 
the Panthers. The tasks included get-
ting a schedule of the football season, 
look up the opposing team’s roster, the 
players’ grade level and name memo-
rization. 

Wadas would study and prep be-
fore every game at Legion Field. At 
the press box, Wadas would have his 
whole counter flooded with notes and 
would always do a pre-game prep. 

When it came to covering foot-
ball games Wadas admitted he was ex-
tremely nervous. However, with a lot 
of announcing experience to his credit 
he just did what came naturally. 

“It just kind of clicked,” Wadas 
said. “I have this figured out.” 

All came together as Wadas re-
turned to the PA announcing role but 
did it for the very team he was once a 
part of. After the game, Wadas would 
get to connect with the players and 
they always express their appreciation 
for Wadas announcing during the game 
and making it so much fun for them 
and the crowd.   

As an announcer for the Panthers, 
Wadas recalls many memorable mo-
ments that happened at Legion Field. 

One of his favorite years as the PA 
announcer was witnessing the Panthers 
make the State semi-finals. The team 
lost in a close game and were beat by 
Oxford, 19-17. 

Wadas is a solo announcer and is a 
Panther at heart. 

His passion for the team is cer-
tainly heard through his announcing. 
Many players and crowds can hear it 
echo all across Legion Field. 

A lot of this passion comes from 
Wadas’ time as a player and he recalls 
many competitive moments on the 
field. Wadas reflects moments when he 

was a high school football player, and 
the Panthers would have very competi-
tive games with Ware High School. 

Wadas believes both Palmer and 
Ware were big rivalries when it came 
to sports.

“This rivalry is a lot like the Red 
Sox and the Yankees,” Wadas said. “As 
a player, it was all business.”

That passion was even more at a 
higher rate when Wadas alongside his 
fellow teammates were always focused 
on beating Ware when it was time to 
play them in a football game. 

As an announcer, the passion of 
being a Panther is still there for Wa-
das, but according to him, the rivalry 
with Ware is not as bitter as it was back 
when he was in high school. 

Another well-known rivalry Wa-
das remembers was games against 
Frontier Regional in Deerfield. That 
high school team was also very com-
petitive with Palmer when Wadas was 
a Panther. 

As an announcer, no matter who 
played against the Panthers, Wadas 
would stay focused and never get emo-
tional behind the microphone. The pas-
sion of being a Panther remains with 
Wadas today. 

“I’m very passionate about my 
Palmer Panthers,” Wadas said. 

Wadas does the announcing for 
the Panthers from September until No-
vember. During the off season, Wadas 
hosts raffles and is also the MC for the 
annual soup cookoff at Tailgate Tavern 
in Palmer. 

Occasionally, Palmer Legion 
Baseball would ask Wadas to announce 
their baseball games during the sum-
mer. 

Wadas always looks forward to 
announcing for the Panthers every sea-
son but is open to more opportunities 
to announce in multiple places.

“I would love to go someplace 
bigger,” Wadas said. 

As of now, Wadas will continue 
to be the voice of the Panthers at Le-
gion Field and will do it until he may 
be asked not to do it anymore. Wadas 
loves his gig as a PA announcer and 
enjoys hearing the townies of Palmer 
just simply call him or know him as 
“Wadas,” a name he has gone by his 
whole life. 

When you attend a Panther game 
at Legion Field, and hear the voice 
echoing across the field, it is the voice 
of the Palmer Panther, Mike Wadas.  

WADAS  ❙  from page 1 State Representativ Saunders speaks 
about need for Quabbin bill

State Rep. Aaron Saunders spoke 
at a meeting of the Friends of 
Quabbin held at the Belchertown 
United Church of Christ Fellow-
ship Hall this past Sunday.

Turley Photos by Nick Boonstra

A view of the Quabbin Reservoir from atop Winsor Dam.

Submitted Photos

The press box in view of Legion Field in Palmer sits 
the public address announcer, Mike Wadas. 

A patch highlighting one of Mike 
Wadas’ victories with the Palmer Pan-
thers. The team won the 1985 Western 
Mass High School Super Bowl. 

Sheryl Faye portrays 
Queen Elizabeth II at 
Keep Homestead

The Keep Homestead Museum, located at 35 Ely 
Road in Monson, is excited to welcome back talented 
actress Sheryl Faye as she portrays Queen Elizabeth II 
– “Her Majesty” on Sunday, May 5, at 1:30 pm.  during 
our open house. 

This immersive one-woman performance will be 
engaging, educational, and entertaining as Queen Eliz-
abeth comes to life.  Using numerous costume changes 
and high-tech multi-media, Sheryl tells Elizabeth’s sto-
ry as British monarch for over 70 years starting Febru-
ary 6, 1952.  In a world of constant change, she was a 
steadying presence and a source of pride.

This event is funded by a grant from the Monson 
Cultural Council, a local agency of the Mass. Cultural 
Council.  There is no admission fee; donations are al-
ways welcome.  The museum will be open from 1:00 
– 3:30 pm. with light refreshments.  For more infor-
mation about the museum 
visit www.keephome-
steadmuseum.org.
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The Recovery Center of HOPE 
(RCH) is a community run for and by people in recovery. 

We welcome those in or seeking recovery from 
alcohol, drugs, or any other addiction, 

whether that be personally and/or with a loved one. 
Our community recognizes 

Multiple Pathways because we understand 
that one size does not fit all. 

RCH is open Monday through Friday, 
with occasional weekend events.

52 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
(413) 277 6290 • RCHinfo@wmtcinfo.org

For current
hours and
offerings:

RCH strives to create a safe, inclusive
environment conducive to healing and 
growth. Our families and allies are 
valued members of our community.

Recovery on Main, a cozy and 
comfortable space with plenty of 
roomfor everyone to enjoy.

Join us in community for:
-Daily All Recovery Meetings

-Flapjack Fridays
-Art Hour

-Game Nights
-Holiday events

-Wellness planning
-Recovery Coaching

Coming soon..
-Recovery Dharma

-Yoga
-Nutrition in Recovery

-Meeting exploration trips
…and more!

Building your recovery capital? Need a ride to move forward. 
We’re here to help! RCH is also home to Guiding Rides, a free recovery transportation 
support. This includes Monday through Friday transportation to nearby methadone clinics, 
as well as rides to treatment, providers, and other recovery supports.

Building your recovery capital? Need a ride to move forward. We’re here to help!
RCH is also home to Guiding Rides, a free recovery transportation support. This includes
Monday through Friday transportation to nearby methadone clinics, as well as rides to
treatment, providers, and other recovery supports.

Join us in community for:
-Daily All Recovery Meetings

-Flapjack Fridays
-Art Hour

-Game Nights
-Holiday events

-Wellness planning
-Recovery Coaching

Coming soon..
-Recovery Dharma

-Yoga
-Nutrition in Recovery

-Meeting exploration trips
…and more!

RCH strives to create a safe, inclusive
environment conducive to healing and
growth. Our families and allies are valued
members of our community.

Recovery on Main, a cozy and
comfortable space with plenty of room
for everyone to enjoy.

being ranked number one in her 
class.”

Sullivan said that Kusomo has 
received awards in various academ-
ic subjects, as well as maintaining 
a position on the Principal’s List 
and Honor Roll for four years, tak-
ing part in the student council, and 
HOPE Community Service Club.

“Her ability to maintain her ex-
ceptional grades with a rigorous ac-
ademic courseload and allow time 
for extracurricular activities and 
volunteering is outstanding,” Sulli-
van said. “Her willingness to help 
others is an inspiration.”

From Palmer Public Schools, 
Superintendent Matthew Francis 
presented an award to Shawn Tro-
che, Jr.

“Shawn is a young man who 
is well-known to students and fac-
ulty alike for his outstanding ac-
ademic prowess and his passion 
for everything PHS,” Francis said. 
“Shawn has stated that he values 
the myriad of opportunities that 
Palmer has to offer and the rela-
tionships that he was able to fos-
ter during his time as a student. It 
is this mindset of making the most 
of every occasion that has allowed 
him to be such a success story.” 
Francis described Troche as excel-
ling in honors level courses and Ad-
vanced Placement classes, as well as 
participating in the School to Career 
Externship program at Palmer Town 
Hall as an assistant to the Commu-
nity Development Department.

“In each of these classes, 

Shawn has been, and continues 
to be, the epitome of success, not 
because he earned an A – which 
he did, and does – but because he 
invests in learning in order to seek 
knowledge and better himself.”

For Pathfinder, Duda presented 
his award to Victoria Watkins.

“Victoria is exceptional, and 
stands out amongst her peers as a 
bright, professional, and tenacious 
student both in and out of the class-
room,” Duda said. “Her courteous, 
well-spoken manner makes a last-
ing impression.”

Duda said that Watkins is a top 
student in the Programming and 
Web Development program, and 
has taken seven AP classes and 12 
honors classes, as well as being a 
Student Ambassador for her depart-

ment, in a role that she was chosen 
for back in the 9th grade.

“Her instructors saw early on 
that she possessed all of the neces-
sary characteristics for such a role,” 
Duda said. “Ambassadors represent 
their technical program to prospec-
tive eighth graders and their fami-
lies and act as a liaison between 
students and the school personnel 
during the Summer Bridge Orienta-
tion program.”

Duda described Watkins as 
“a problem solver, an inquisitive 
thinker, a team player, and a humble 
young woman of integrity.”

From Quaboag Regional 
School District, Superintendent 
Stephen Duff presented an award to 
Kenady Sloan.

“Kenady Sloan is one of the 
hardest working and most polite 
students that you’ll ever meet,” 
Duff said. “When a teacher recent-
ly learned of Kenady’s selection for 
this and another award, the teacher 
said that ‘she so deserves it.’”

Duff said that Sloan earned 1st 
Honors in each marking period since 
she was in the 7th grade, and has 
taken almost every honors and AP 
class offered by Quaboag Regional 
High School. Duff also praised her 
athletic accomplishments, including 
soccer and both indoor and outdoor 
track teams.

“Outside of Quaboag, Kenady 
has been able to secure an intern-
ship at Old Sturbridge Village 
which runs throughout the calen-
dar year,” Duff said. “As part of her 
responsibilities for the internship 

that focuses on Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Access, she assists 
with department projects and also 
conducting her own research from 
which she plans her own projects.”

From Ware Public Schools, Su-
perintendent Michael Lovato pre-
sented an award to Noah Fales.

“Noah is a remarkable young 
man who excels academically, 
socially, and athletically at Ware 
Junior Senior High School,” Lo-
vato said. “Noah was unanimously 
chosen to receive this prestigious 
award.”

Lovato said that Fales served as 
Class President for all four years at 
high school, as well as being Cap-
tain of the football team this past 
year. He is also a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, in addition to 
participating in community service 
projects.

“What stands out the most 
about him is the strength of his 
character,” Lovato said. “Noah is 
sincerely kind and one of our most 
charismatic students. He adds so 
much enthusiasm and positivity to 
the Ware community and is a plea-
sure to be around.”

In addition to the honor of re-
ceiving their awards, the students 
were treated to a dinner prepared by 
Pathfinder students.

Duda said that in addition to the 
opportunity to honor the students, 
it was also a great opportunity for 
members of the community to come 
together and share their accom-
plishments.

“It was nice to see everybody 

show up, family members here hon-
oring their kids, all working toward 
a common theme, saying we all 
hold success in high regard,” Duda 
said. “Success is also us helping 
create model individuals in local 
communities. We all want that.

“I think it’s fair to say that’s 
exactly why all the superintendents, 
ultimately, were there, because we 
want to see kids be the best they 
can be, we all want our school dis-
tricts to thrive,” Duda said. “I’m just 
happy that we all always have that 
mindset. That’s powerful.”

AWARDS  ❙  from page 1

Discover the Delightful Treats 
at Farmer Matt’s Bakery

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com • 508-980-7085.

Every delicious treat is crafted fresh 
by Brandi in our farm kitchen. From 
tempting sweets to fresh bagels, savor the 
homemade goodness in every bite. Visit 
us today and experience the irresistible 
flavors of our bakery delights

Superintendent Eric Duda, Interim Principal Brenda Turner, and Academic 
Director Daniel Whalley honored Victoria Watkins and her family with the 
award. 

The students selected for this year’s MASS Academic Excellence Award, 
(from left) Shawn Troche, Jr., Kenady Sloan, Victoria Watkins, Rainer Kris-
tensen, Cindy Kusomo, and Noah Fales.

Pathfinder Superintendent Eric Duda 
presented the Academic Excellence 
Award to Victoria Watkins (right). 

Eric Duda was proud to preside over 
the dinner, which was held at Path-
finder Tech’s Perso Restaurant. 

Superintendent Michael Lovato 
honored Noah Fales (right) with the 
Academic Excellence Award, and 
spoke highly of his strength of char-
acter.
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Palmer 
track 
competes 
in first 
meet

PALMER – Earlier this 
week, Palmer track faced off with 
South Hadley. The Panthers held 
their meet at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School in neighbor-
ing Wilbraham. Palmer’s track is 
being renovated and will not be 
ready until next season. Results 
of Monday’s meet were not made 
available as of press time. The 
Panthers next face Hampshire Re-
gional on Monday, April 15 on the 
road at 4 p.m.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON-- Ella Laliberte, 
who graduated from Granby High 
School last June, scored near-
ly 300 career goals for the Lady 
Rams girls’ lacrosse team. 

With Laliberte no longer 
wearing a Granby uniform, the 
trio of junior Kelly-Lynne Kenne-
dy, freshman Brenna Moreno, and 
freshman Kalli White led the way 
offensively in the Lady Rams 16-6 
season opening victory at Monson 
High School on April 1.

“We’re certainly going to 
miss Ella a lot, but I think we’ll 
have several different goal scorers 
in each game this year,” said Gran-
by head coach Gary O’Grady. “It 
feels very good to start the regu-
lar season with a win. One of our 
goals this season is to qualify for 
the state tournament. It was disap-
pointing not making the state tour-
nament last year.”

While the Lady Rams, who 
finished with a 9-10 overall record 
last year, lost to Pope Francis in 
the Western Mass. Class C semi-
finals, they just missed qualifying 
for the Division 4 state tourna-
ment.       During her senior sea-
son, Laliberte scored 99 goals and 
had 16 assists for a total of 115 
points.  

Her younger sister, Mylin, 
who’s a sophomore, contributed 
with a pair of assists against the 
Lady Mustangs.  

Kennedy, who scored a total 
of 22 goals as a sophomore, fin-
ished the season opening victory 
with a career-high six goals. 

“I thought Kelly-Lynne 
played very well in today’s game,” 

O’Grady said. “We’ve been work-
ing on several different things 
with her.”  

Moreno and White scored 
four goals apiece, while sopho-
more Ava-Elizabeth Loughman 
chipped in with the other two 
goals for the visiting team.

The only senior listed on the 
Granby roster is Abigail Landry, 
who was credited with an assist.  

“We’re a very young team this 
year,” O’Grady said. “We start-
ed two eighth graders in today’s 
game. We should keep improving 
during the next couple of years.” 

O’Grady also gave a lot of 
credit to his defense unit, which is 
led by junior Ava Saunders, junior 
Lydia Kicza, eighth grader Kae-
lynn Slapski, and eighth grader 
Emily Durham.

“The defense played really 
well,” he said. “I’m very happy 
with their performance.”   

Granby sophomore goalie 
Faith Ramos was credited with 
only two saves. 

A year ago, the Lady Rams 
outscored the Lady Mustangs, 
34-14, in the two games that they 
played against each other during 
the first week of April. 

“I thought we played a lot 
better against Granby in today’s 
game than we did in both of the 
games that we played against 
them last year,” said Monson head 
coach Mickey Novak. “Everyone 
got some playing time.” 

The Lady Mustangs, who fin-
ished with a 7-11 overall record in 
2023, are also a very young squad 
this spring.

“The majority of our play-
ers are either freshmen or soph-

Vanessa Baer tries to 
clear the high jump.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Annabella Ladue fires the discus away. Aria Nompleggi competes in the long jump. Basom Yaseen sends the shot put on the field.

LACROSSE

Monson suffers 
loss in opener

LACROSSE

Mustangs 
fall at 
Comp

CHICOPEE – On Monday 
night, Monson girls lacrosse suf-
fered a defeat on the road at Chi-
copee Comprehensive 10-4. The 
Mustangs got two goals each from 
Nevaeh Chiacchia and Sedona 
Arbour. Olivia Clemons made 15 
saves in a busy evening in goal. 
Monson will face Tantasqua in a 
makeup game on Friday, April 12 
at 4 p.m.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
 

Claire Wahlund picks up a loose ball. After making a pickup on defense, Sedona Arbour heads up the field.

Nevaeh Chiacchia sprints up the field after collecting 
a pass.Goalie Olivia Clemons makes a save.

Pioneers 
look for 
another 
win

PALMER – Pathfinder 
Regional baseball got the 
win in their first matchup 
of the season against the 
High School of Science and 
Technology last Monday af-
ternoon 10-9. But the action 
has been limited for the Pi-
oneers since then thanks to 
poor weather. The Pioneers 

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brayden Mega cleanly fields a ground ball.

Zander Auffrey reaches up to 
make a catch.

PIONEERS   ❙   page 8

MONSON   ❙   page 8
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143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327 ®

www.moultoninsurance.com

Submitted photo

Palmer 5/6 boys Subur-
ban team Palmer Blue 
Devils finished the 2023-
2024 blue/green division 
with a 14-2 record for 
a three-way tie for first 
place with Greenfield 
and Turner Falls. Pictured 
above left back row Noel 
Mckee, Jase Daley, Seth 
Peets, Max Wilkerson, 
Josiel Ortiz, Riley Presho, 
Mason Cowher, Levi Za-
jac. Front row: Luke Haley, 
Dominic Venneri and 
their biggest fan Jacobe 
Jackson. Coaches were 
Aaron Mckee, coach Tim 
Jackson and coach Mike 
Cowher.

Palmer boys 
tennis out to 
0-2 start

PALMER – The Palmer High School boys tennis 
team started out the regular season 0-2. The Panthers 
suffered a pair of 4-1 defeats. The first came against 
Quaboag on Apr. 1. The second was earlier this week 
against Frontier. The Panthers were rained out of one 
other match last week.

Owen Pear in 
singles action for 
Palmer.

The boys faced 
off with Quaboag 
in their season 
opener.

Shane Normoyle 
sends a hit away 
in third singles.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

Palmer youth team takes first place

Nevaeh Chiacchia
Monson High School

In Monson’s most recent girls lacrosse 
matchup, Chiacchia had two goals for the 
Mustangs.
To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.
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Registration now 
open for Quabbin 
Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to infuse new talent into its league for the 2024 
season.

Registration for the 2024 season is now open and 
any interested players can go to www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org to get registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about the league. The league 
website will also be updated over the next month with 
information about the upcoming season.

There are many open roster spots available in the 
league for the 2024 season, which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin on Sunday, April 21. The league plays 
most Sunday from late April through late August with 
playoffs following that. The league plays a 15-game 
schedule and typically fields six teams each year. Games 
are usually played at 10 a.m. with fields in Easthampton 
and South Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abilities league 
and all are welcome to join. Eligibility is players who 
are age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligible to 
pitch in the league. Your age for eligibility is whatever 
age you will turn in 2024. The league is also able to 
entertaining taking in an entire group as a team to add to 
the league. Please email the league board for to inquire 
about entering a team.

The league is currently in the process of preparing 
for the 2024 season and held a meeting on March 24 
to discussion plans for the upcoming season. The next 
meeting will be held after the league’s open practice for 
all players, including players interested in joining the 
league. The open practice will be at Beachgrounds Park 
in South Hadley at 10 a.m. on April 14.

have had one game postponed by rainy 
weather and poor field conditions, and 
despite warmer temperatures, the Pi-
oneers game against SICS earlier this 
week was also in danger of being post-
poned. The Pioneers are supposed to 
have their home opener against Com-
merce on Friday, April 12 at 2 p.m. at 
St. Joe’s Field.

PIONEERS  ❙  from page 7

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Tim Russell makes his way down the 
first base line.

Hunter Griswold comes in to score a 
run.

Derek Castro 
Rivera makes 
a catch in left 

field.

omores,” Novak added. “We only have one senior 
and one junior.” 

Monson freshman goalie Olivia Clemons made 
12 saves in her first-career varsity start.

“This was Olivia’s first start in goal. She did 
see action in a couple of games last year,” Novak 
said. “It was an outstanding performance by her.” 

Down at the other end of the field, junior Ne-
vaeh Chiacchia scored five of the Lady Mustangs 
six goals.

As a sophomore, Chiacchia scored 28 goals, 
which was the most goals scored by a Monson play-
er.  

“Nevaeh was our leading scorer last year,” No-
vak said. “I think she has the potential to play la-
crosse in college. She’s an outstanding player.”  

Freshman Lyla Strycharz scored the Lady Mus-
tangs other goal during the second period against 
the Lady Rams. She scored 15 goals last season.

With 9:56 left in the first period, White streaked 
down the middle of the field and scored the first 
goal of the new season.

The Lady Mustangs first goal was scored by 
Chiacchia 19 seconds later, which tied the score for 
the only time.

The Lady Rams, who held a 4-2 lead after the 
first period and a 9-4 lead at halftime, outscored the 
Lady Mustangs, 7-2, during the second half.

It was the only meeting of the regular season 
between the two squads.

MONSON  ❙  from page 7
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DEATH  NOTICES

O B I T U A R I E S

MONSON—Kenneth A. 
“Ken” Corbett, 68, passed away 
after a brief illness, Friday April 
5, 2024 surrounded by his loving 
family. Ken was born in Alex-
andria, Virginia December 20, 
1955 to the late Arthur J. and 
Karen V. (Hansen) Corbett. He 
has been a lifelong resident of 
Monson. Ken was a graduate of 
Monson High School where he 
excelled in athletics, especially 
soccer and baseball. He he was a 
professional truck driver most of 
his life. Ken was an avid softball 
player, playing in various soft-
ball leagues in the area. He had a 
love of golf and was a past mem-
ber of Quaboag Country Club 
where he became a club cham-
pion. Ken enjoyed spending time 
at the beach, hiking various na-
ture trails and had a deep love 
for grandchildren. He loved the 
Lord and enjoyed attending ser-
vices. He will be deeply missed 

by family and friends.
Ken leaves the 

love of his life of 42 
years, Christine (Bo-
jarski) Mitchell Cor-
bett ; children, David 
D. Mitchell (Rebec-
ca), Cory Chapdelaine 
(Pierre/ “Rocky”), 
Heather Savage 
(Mike), Shannon Ca-
navan (Vinnie), Jason Corbett 
(Melissa), Kenny Corbett (Adri-
an), Mary Kane (Matt); siblings, 
Arthur Corbett, Gene Corbett 
(Sue), Mark Corbett (Helen), 
Dennis Corbett, Glen Corbett, 
Cheryl Hatch, Alice Clark, Gary 
Corbett (Carrie Sue), Donna Lay 
(Gerry); fourteen grandchildren, 
Abygail, Emily and Benjamin 
Chapdelaine, Taylor, Megan, 
Luke and Seth Mitchell, Natalie 
Jordan, Mia Canavan, Isabella 
Cortez, (Nehemiah) Isaac, Ian 
and Amelia Corbett, and Nic-

co Alves as well as 
many nieces, neph-
ews, friends and his 
dog “Brady”. Ken was 
predeceased by his 
siblings, Dotty Cohen, 
Douglas Corbett and 
sister in-law, Dawn 
Corbett.

Services have 
been entrusted to 

Lombard Funeral Home 3 
Bridge St in Monson. Visiting 
hours will be held at the funeral 
home, Monday April 15, 2024 
from 5-8 p.m. A funeral service 
will be held Tuesday, April 16, 
2024 at 11 a.m. at the Evangel 
Assembly of God 348 Stony Hill 
Road Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
Burial will be at the convenience 
of the family. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to Baystate 
Hospice 30 Capital Drive West 
Springfield, MA 01089.

Kenneth A. Corbett, 1955-2024

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

  Fire Logs

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

MONSON—Elizabeth R. 
(Adams) Raymond, 84, passed 
away Friday March 29, 2024. 
Elizabeth was born in Athol, MA 
August 6, 1939 to the late Collis 
and Paulina (Stone) Adams. She 
was a graduate of Athol High 
School and retired from Zero 
Manufacturing in Monson after 
more than 20 years.  Elizabeth 
attended the Monson-Glendale 
United Methodist Church over 
the years. She enjoyed play-
ing cards, especially pitch. She 

loved animals and always had a 
cat. Elizabeth was supportive of 
the Day Spring Masonic Lodge 
in Monson. 

She leaves her daughter 
Faith Raymond and her husband 
Joseph Strafach of Springfield, 
VT, her stepdaughter Linda Har-
riman and her husband Gary of 
Enosburg Falls, VT, brothers 
Tom (Jane) of NH, and John of 
MA, a sister Barbara of FL, and 
a very large extended family and 
many friends. 

She was predeceased by her 
husband Kenneth, two stepsons 
Paul and Randy, and brothers 
Collis, James, Clifford, Robert, 
George, Paul, and David.”

Services are private. In lieu 
of flowers memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Here To-
day Adopted Tomorrow Animal 
Sanctuary 180 Sturbridge Rd 
Brimfield, MA 01010. For on-
line condolences please visit 
www.lombardfuneralhome.com

  Elizabeth Raymond, 1939-2024

MONSON—Catherine A. 
(McCauley) Watts, 80, passed 
away April 3, 2024 at home sur-
rounded by the love of family.  
Catherine was born in Moriah, 
NY to the late Doris McCauley. 
She was a graduate of Port Hen-
ry High School class of 1962 
and Plattsburgh State University 
class of 1966.  Catherine taught 
in numerous schools in New 
York State and Massachusetts. 
She was a resident of Springfield 
for many years before moving to 
Monson.

Catherine leaves her lov-
ing husband Charles L Watts; 
a son Charles L Watts, Jr of E. 

Longmeadow; daugh-
ters, Becky Hicks and 
her husband Kevin 
of Monson, Heath-
er Wanczyk and her 
husband David of W. 
Springfield; a brother, 
Walter McCauley and 
his wife Diane of Ti-
conderoga, NY; four 
grandchildren, Conner 
Hicks (Ally), Hannah 
Hicks (Kyle), Adam Herbert 
(Tori), Alison Herbert (John) 
and a great granddaughter, Re-
ese Herbert. Catherine was pre-
deceased by her mother and a 
sister, Dori Michener.

A r r a n g e m e n t s 
have been entrusted 
to Lombard Funer-
al Home of Monson. 
Services will be held 
at the convenience 
of the family.  In lieu 
of flowers memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the Monson 
Fire Dept. Ambulance 

Fund PO Box 335, Mon-
son MA 01057 or to the Nation-
al Multiple Sclerosis Society PO 
BOX 289 Canton, MA 02021.  
For online condolences please 
visit http://www.lombardfuner-
alhome.com

Catherine A. Watts, 1944-2024

Kenneth A. “Ken” 
Corbett
Died April 5, 2024
Services April 15-16, 2024
Lombard Funeral Home

Elizabeth R. 
(Adams) Raymond
Died March 29, 2024
Services are private
Lombard Funeral Home

Catherine A. 
(McCauley) Watts
Died April 3, 2024
Lombard Funeral Home

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Palmer
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 465 incidents on its logs 
for March 26 – April 1.

March 26
At 1:43 p.m. police pulled over 

and gave summons to Keytman 
Vaerio Pinto, 23, of 56 Hubbard St., 
Ludlow, for no inspection sticker 
and unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle. 

At 4:32 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property dam-
age at the corner of State Street and 
Emery Street. 

At 8:44 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

March 27
At 8:18 a.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Shearer Street. 

At 2:30 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property dam-
age on Sykes Street. 

At 5:12 p.m. police pulled 
over and gave summons to Kevin 
Dale Brosman, 67, of 315 Plumtree 
Road, Springfield, for possession of 
class B drug, no inspection sticker 
and not in possession of registra-
tion. Susan R Duxbury, 57, of 38 
New Ludlow Road, Granby, was 
also given a summons for posses-
sion of class B and failure to wear 
a seat belt. 

At 10:26 p.m. police pulled 

over and gave summons to Anibal 
Ramiro Bernardo Domingo, 49, of 
56 Jefferson Ave., Springfield, for 
uninsured motor vehicle, unregis-
tered motor vehicle, marked lanes 
violation and unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle. 

March 28
At 8:57 a.m. police pulled over 

and gave summons to Rebecca 
Anne Seibold, 31, for operating a 
motor vehicle with suspended reg-
istration, uninsured motor vehicle 
and no inspection sticker. 

At 3:50 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property dam-
age on Thorndike Street. 

At 5:38 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

March 30
At 9:46 a.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Bourne Street. 

At 2:35 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner of Boston Road 
and Old Warren Road. 

At 4:02 p.m. police arrested 
Veronica L. McRobbie, 46, of 100 
Middle St., Springfield, for shop-
lifting by concealing merchandise. 

8:19 p.m. police arrested Philip 
Emile Leblanc Jr., 55, of 44 Hast-
ings St., Springfield, for OUI liquor 
and possession of open container of 
alcohol. 

March 31
At 1:38 p.m. police arrested 

Michael S. Murphy, 49, of 4 Quabo-
ag Valley Co-op, Three Rivers, for 
possession of a class A drug and a 
warrant. 

At 2:54 p.m. police arrested 
Daniel Scott Mari, 41, of 12 Spring 
St., Ware, for trespass. 

At 8:48 p.m. police arrested 
Belicha Lee Gonzalez, 26, of 75A 
Terrace Dr., Leominster, OUI li-
quor, assault and battery on a police 
officer, resisting arrest, assault and 
battery with a dangerous weapon, 
no inspection sticker, child endan-
germent while OUI, disorderly 
conduct and assault and battery on 
family/household member. 

At 10:30 p.m. police gave 
summons to Shane Andrew Chase, 
26, of 29 River St., Thorndike, 
for disorderly conduct, exploding 
fireworks without bond, unlawful 
possession of fireworks, reckless 
operation of a motor vehicle and 
throwing an object on a public way. 
Justin M. Nadoliski, 28, of 16 Lath-
rop St., Palmer, was also given a 
summons for disorderly conduct, 
exploding fireworks without bond, 
unlawful possession of fireworks, 
reckless operation of a motor ve-
hicle and throwing an object on a 
public way.  

April 1
At 3:02 p.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on S. Main Street. 

Bondsville 
Fire Log

For the period March 26 
through April 1, Bonds-
ville fire responded to 3 

calls.

Tuesday, March 26 
at 7:40 p.m., the depart-
ment responded to High 
Street for the outside fire 
burning complaint. The 
department returned to 
service at 7:50 p.m.

Wednesday, March 
27 at 6:12 p.m., the de-
partment responded to 
Thorndike Street for an 
alarm activation.  The de-
partment returned to ser-
vice at 6:18 p.m.

Saturday, March 30 
at 2:31 p.m., the depart-
ment responded to Foster 
Street for medical assis-
tance.   The department 
returned to service at 2:55 
p.m.

THREE RIVERS— Massachu-
setts State Button Society spring meet-
ing will be hosted by the Monson But-
ton Club on Saturday, April 13, at the 
Amvets Post 74 on Main St., from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

The public is invited to attend the 
day’s activities and to purchase buttons 
and button related items from 9 a.m. 
to noon and from 1:30 to 3 p.m. There 

will be no button sales during the break 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. as lunch, a 
business meeting, and auction will take 
place.

Morning visitors will be treated to 
coffee and refreshments provided by 
the hosting club; bring your own brown 
bag lunch, and dessert will be provided. 
There is no admission fee, and all are 
welcome.

Button show April 13

The Advertising club of Western 
Massachusetts Scholarship Committee 
is pleased to announce applications are 
now available for a $1,000 scholarship 
to be awarded to a deserving western 
Massachusetts high school graduate 
pursuing higher education in the com-
munication arts in 2024. Guidelines 
and application form can be found at 
www.adclubwm.org/scholarships or by 
contacting David Cecchi, Scholarship 
Committee chairman at cecco@david-
cecchi.com or (413) 786-3236.

Completed scholarship applica-
tions and all support materials must be 
submitted to the Ad Club, postmarked 
by April 15. Scholarship decisions are 
made by the Scholarship 
Committee of The Ad-
vertising Club of West-
ern Massachusetts and 
are considered final. The 
scholarship will be award-
ed in May.

Western Massachu-
setts high school seniors 
who plan to attend an ac-
credited college or techni-
cal school to study adver-
tising, communications, 
marketing, or graphic de-
sign and will be attending 
school in September 2024 

are encouraged to apply. The schol-
arship must be applied against tuition 
and fees at the school. Candidates will 
be judged on academic performance, 
extracurricular activities, communi-
ty service and/or work experience, a 
demonstrated interest in advertising, 
communications, marketing or graphic 
design, personal recommendations, and 
a letter of introduction outlining future 
plans.

The Advertising Club promotes a 
tradition of excellence, and with this 
annual scholarship, looks forward to 
making an important contribution to 
future generations of communications 
professionals.

Ad club scholarship now available

Fashion show
held on April 25

WILBRAHAM— A Fashion Show Luncheon fea-
turing Chico’s is being sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Women’s Club, Thursday, April 25, at the St. Cecilia 
Parish Center, 42 Main St. The event begins at 11:30 
a.m. with a social hour and lunch will follow at noon. 
The meal choices are chicken francaise or salmon with 
dill sauce. The $35 donation helps to fund the club’s 
scholarships and community service projects. In addi-
tion, there will be a raffle for many prizes. For reserva-
tions please contact Norma Bandarra at 596-8173 by 
April 17.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Police Supervisor’s Position 
Warren Police Department 

The Warren Police Department is currently accepting applications 
for the position of full time Police Lieutenant.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency calls for 
Police, Fire and Ambulance services, supervision of staff and maintain discipline 

and moral within the Department. It is required that applicants currently possess 
valid certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must have strong interpersonal, 

verbal, and written communication skills. Preferred candidates will have the 
following: an associate degree or higher in criminal justice, 

10 years of Law Enforcement experience and experience as a supervisor. 
For further position description please go to www.warren-ma.gov.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned 
no later than Tuesday April 16th, 2024, 

to the attention of Chief Gerald Millette, WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 
or Millette@warren-ma.gov. The Town of Warren is an EOE.



April 11, 2024    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTERPAGE 10

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

 Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of 
the art equipment. We remove grime 
and mold from homes, patios, fences, 
walkways, all decks, concrete & drive-
ways . Senior Discounts. For free esti-
mates call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING 
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured 
& certified. Senior discounts. Call Dave 
413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets. Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

GRANT WRITER/
FACILITATOR 

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a 
part-time (15 hours per week) 
Grant Writer/Facilitator.  See job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary is commensurate with 
experience, Current appropria-
tion is $30.28 per hour. Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us Open until filled.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per 
week. Must be dependable and have 
flexible schedule. Podiatry office. Por-
tuguese or Spanish speaking helpful. 
If interested send CV to podbill@
aol.com or pickup application at 77 
Winsor St., Ludlow, MA; 413-
589-7287.

TOWN TREASURER:

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the 
full- time (40-hour week) position 
of Town Treasurer. Full job de-
scription at brookfieldma.us. 
Salary commensurate with ex-
perience. Current appropriation 
is $80,498.62.  Submit cover let-
ter and resume to: selectmen@
brookfieldma.us.  Reviews begin 
week of April 15th.  Open until 
filled.  The Town of Brookfield is 
an Equal Opportunity/ Affirma-
tive Action Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

SERVICES

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

TAX SERVICES

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

ADVERTISE TODAY!

WE ARE THE REAL DEAL!

12 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving the Local Communities

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette 
Chicopee Register • Country Journal
Journal Register • Quaboag Current

The Register • Sentinel • The Holyoke Sun 
Town Reminder • Ware River News 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

413.283.8393
www.newspapers.turley.com
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TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class 
in conjunction with 

POST Computer Systems
 of Wilbraham

 Wednesday, April 17
at 1pm– cost is $20

Contact Us 
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: 

info@topfloorlearning.org

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
In  accordance  wi th 

the provisions of M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 
& 11, the Palmer Planning 
Board will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 
22, 2024 at 7:15PM in the 
Town Hall Meeting Room, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA.

Truss Pine is seeking a 
Special Permit and Site Plan 
Approval as required by 
sections 171-28, 171-29, & 
171-67 of the Palmer Zoning 
Ordinance to convert the 
existing building into a wood 
truss manufacturing facility 
with outdoor storage of wood 
and truss materials on the 
property located at 25 Ware 
Street, Palmer, MA. This par-
cel is known as Assessor’s 
Map 73, Lot 57.

A copy of the applica-
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in the Town Administration 
Building from 8:30 AM to 
4:30 PM, Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica-
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above.

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper  Pub l i she r s 
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
es.org).
Michael Marciniec, Chairma 

04/04, 04/11/2024 

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
In  accordance  wi th 

the provisions of M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 
& 11, the Palmer Planning 
Board will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 
22, 2024 at 7:00PM in the 
Town Hall Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Triana 
Marrero, is seeking a Special 
Permit under sections 171.28 
& 171.81 of the Palmer 
Zoning Ordinance for the 
operation of a home occupa-
tion nail salon.  The property 
is located at 89 Ford Street, 
Three Rivers, MA and is also 
known as Assessors Map 67 
Lot 43.

A copy of the applica-
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in Town Hall from 8:30 AM 
to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica-
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 283-2605 or 
appear at the time and place 
designated above.

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper  Pub l i she r s 
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
es.org).
Michael Marciniec, Chairma 

04/04, 04/11/2024 

  Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In  accordance  wi th 

Chapter 40A M.G. L. §.11, 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing Thursday, April 
25, 2024 at 7:10 P.M. in the 
Select Board meeting room 
at the Town Administration 
Building, 110 Main Street on 
the application of Bradford 
Medeiros 149 Bumstead 
Road, Monson, MA for a 
special permit as provided by 
§6.6 Earth Removal of the 
Monson Zoning Bylaws to 
conduct an Earth Removal 
operation. The property is 
zoned General Commercial 
and located on Bliss Street, 
Map 116, Parcel 055. A copy 
of the application is on file in 
the Office of the Town Clerk, 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
and is available for viewing 
during regular office hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
04/04, 04/11/2024 

 Bondsville 
Fire and Water District 

3174 Main Street, 
P O Box 179 

Bondsville MA 01009
NOTICE OF INTENT TO 

FILE FOR FEDERAL 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANC

The  Bondsville Fire 
& Water District locat-
ed in the Town of Palmer, 
Massachusetts proposes 
to file an Application for 
Federal Financial Assistance 
with the USDA, Rural 
Development. This applica-
tion for financial assistance 
will be for funding under 
the Rural Utilities Service, 
Part 1780 Water and Waste 
Loans and Grants (CFDA 
10.760) and is anticipat-
ed to be submitted by April 
12, 2024. The specific ele-
ments of the project are 
to  remove and replace the 
water storage tank, and to 
make all necessary modi-
fications to connect it with 
the existing system.  The 
project is anticipated to 
cost  $6,478,900.00.  Any 
comments regarding this 
application should be sub-
mitted to the  Bondsville 
Fire & Water District by 
email bfwd3174@comcast.
net or by calling 413-284-
1627 within fifteen (15) days 
of this publication.
04/11/2024 

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Gerard 
H. Briggs to Ameriquest 
Mortgage Company, dated 
May 13, 2005 and record-
ed in Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
15035,  Page 238 ( the 
“Mortgage”)  of  which 
mortgage Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, 
as Trustee of Ameriquest 
Mortgage Securities, Inc. 
Asset Backed Pass Through 

Certificates, Series 2005-
R6 under the Pooling and 
Servicing Agreement dated 
as of July 1, 2005 is the pres-
ent holder by Assignment 
from Ameriquest Mortgage 
Company to Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, 
as Trustee of Ameriquest 
Mortgage Securities, Inc. 
Asset Backed Pass Through 
Certificates, Series 2005-
R6 under the Pooling and 
Servicing Agreement dated 
as of July 1, 2005 dated 
August 30, 2006 and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 16210, Page 523, for 
breach of conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same, the 
mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 51 Brookfield Road, 
Brimfield, MA 01010 will be 
sold at a Public Auction at 
2:00 PM on April 25, 2024, 
at the mortgaged premises, 
more particularly described 
below, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:

The land with the build-
ing thereon situated in 
Brimfield, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, on Brookfield 
Road, shown as Lot No. 3 
on a plan entitled “Plan of 
Lots in Brimfield, Mass. sur-
veyed for Bogart Builders, 
Inc., Scale 1” = 60’, April 4, 
1972, Kenneth C. Sherman, 
Engineer-Surveyor, Palmer, 
Mass.” recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds, 
in Book of Plans 135, Page 
48, bounded and described as 
follows:

Beginning at an iron 
pin in the westerly line of 
Brookfield Road, which pin 
is three hundred and 68/100 
(300.68) feet northerly mea-
sured on the westerly line of 
Brookfield Road from a con-
crete bound as shown on said 
plan;

Thence N. 76° 42’ W. 
seven hundred eighty-one 
and 11/100 (781.11) feet on 
line of land now or formerly 
of Estate of Martha K. Reed 
to an iron pin;

Thence N. 7° 53’ 10” 
E. one hundred three and 
00/100 (103.00) feet on line 
of land now or formerly of 
Shirley E. Frye, Carolyn H. 
Adams and Julia F. Adams to 
an iron pin;

Thence S. 78° 64’ E. 
seven hundred thirty seven 
and 97/100 (737.97) feet 
on the line of Lot No. 2 as 
shown on said plan to an iron 
pin in the westerly line of 
Brookfield Road;

Thence southerly one 
hundred forty-one and 
41/100 (141.41) feet on the 
westerly line of Brookfield 
Road to the iron pin at the 
point of beginning.

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 11851, Page 
180.

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub-
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 

tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession.

Terms of  the  Sale :  
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the 
sale in order to qualify as a 
bidder (the mortgage hold-
er and its designee(s) are 
exempt from this require-
ment); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of 
Sale upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check 
in thirty (30) days from the 
date of the sale at the offic-
es of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be des-
ignated by mortgagee.  The 
description for the premises 
contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of 
a typographical error in this 
publication.

O the r  t e rms  to  be 
announced at the sale.

Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee 
of Ameriquest Mortgage 
Securities, Inc. Asset Backed 
Pass Through Certificates, 
Series 2005-R6 under the 
Pooling and Servicing 
Agreement dated as of July 
1, 2005

Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street

Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500
Briggs, Gerard H., 

09-054799
03/28, 04/04, 04/11/2024 

 TOWN OF PALMER
LICENSING 

COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
LIQUOR LICENSE
Notice is hereby given 

to all parties interested that 
the Licensing Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
in the Meeting Room of the 
Palmer Town Building 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA on 
Monday, April 22, 2024, 
at 6:30 P. M. on the appli-
cation from Bruso Liquor 
Mart located at 1240 Park St.  
Palmer MA, for a transfer of 
license from Daniel Bruso to 
Pragnesh Patel.

Licensing Commission, 
Town of Palmer

04/11, 04/18/2024 

 Monson Housing Authority
Insulation & Air Sealing

Project #191072
Section 00 11 13

ADVERTISEMENT TO 
BID

MGL c.149 Over $150K
T h e  M O N S O N 

HOUSING AUTHORITY, 
the Awarding Authority, 
invites sealed bids from 
Contractors for the Insulation 
& Air Sealing at State Aided 
Development:

Colonial Village (667-2)
31 State Street, Monson, 

MA 01057
290 Main Street (705-1)
290 Main Street, Monson, 

MA 01057
Colonial Village (667-1)
31 State Street, Monson, 

MA 01057

Colonial Village (705-2)
70-72 Main Street / 21 

Flynt Street, Monson, MA 
01057

in  accordance  wi th 
the documents prepared 
by LEONARDI ARAY 
ARCHITECTS LLC.

The Project consists of 
but not limited to:

Insulation and air sealing 
of Colonial Village 667-1 & 
2, 290 Main St 705-1, & 70 
Main St

705-2.
The work is estimated to 

cost $185,000.00.
All bidding Requests 

for Information (RFIs) shall 
be submitted online by 
05/02/2024 at 5:00PM EDT 
for general bids.

Bids are  subject  to 
M.G.L. c.149 §44A-J & 
to minimum wage rates as 
required by M.G.L. c.149 
§§26 to 27H inclusive.

T H I S  P R O J E C T 
I S  B E I N G 
E L E C T R O N I C A L LY 
BID AND HARD COPY 
BIDS WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. Please review 
the instructions in the bid 
documents on how to regis-
ter as an electronic bidder. 
All Bids shall be submitted 
online at biddocs.com and 
received no later than the 
date and time specified.

General bidders must be 
certified by the Division of 
Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance (DCAMM) 
in the following category 
of work, General Building 
Construction, and must 
submit a current DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility and 
signed DCAMM Prime/
General Contractor Update 
Statement.

General Bids will be 
received until 09 May 2024 
on 2:00PM EDT and public-
ly opened online, forthwith.

General bids and sub-bids 
shall be accompanied by a 
bid deposit that is not less 
than five (5%) of the greatest 
possible bid amount (includ-
ing all alternates) and made 
payable to the MONSON 
HOUSING AUTHORITY. 
Note: A bid deposit is not 
required for Projects adver-
tised under $50,000.

Bid Forms and Contract 
Documents will be available 
for review at biddocs.com 
(may be viewed and down-
loaded electronically at no 
cost).

General bidders must 
agree to contract  with 
minority and women busi-
ness enterprises as certified 
by the Supplier Diversity 
Office (SDO), formerly 
known as SOMWBA. The 
combined part icipat ion 
benchmark reserved for such 
enterprises shall not be less 
than 13% of the final con-
tract price including accepted 
alternates. Request for waiv-
ers must be sent to EOHLC 
(david.mcclave@mass.
gov) 5 calendar days prior 
to the General Bid date. 
NO WAIVERS WILL BE 
GRANTED AFTER THE 
GENERAL BIDS ARE 
OPENED.

P R E - B I D 
CONFERENCE /  SITE 
VISIT: Scheduled

D a t e  a n d  T i m e : 
04/30/2024 at 10:00AM EDT

Address: 31 State Street, 
Monson, MA 01057

Instructions: None
The hard copy Contract 

Documents may be seen at:
Nashoba Blue Inc.
433 Main Street

Hudson, MA 01749
978-568-1167

04/11, 04/18/2024 

 COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE 

TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 24 SM 000295

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: George F Roe II 

and Heidi Roe
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 
(et seq):

The Secretary, United 
States Department of 
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  R u r a l 
Development

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in 2 Deyo 
Drive Holland, MA 01521, 
given by United States of 
America acting through the 
Rural Housing Service. to 
The Secretary, United States 
Department of Agriculture, 
Rural Development dated 
December 23, 2008, and 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 17587, Page 453, has/
have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination 
of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active 
military service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above -mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 
05/06/2024 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground 
of noncompliance with the 
Act.

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER Chief Justice of this 
Court on 3/19/2024

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson, 

Recorder
04/11/2024 

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSIONE

Under  the  r equ i re -
ments of M.G.L. Chapter 
131,  §40,  the Monson 
Conservation Commission 

will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, April 
24, 2024 at 7:30 PM in the 
Large Meeting Room, Town 
Office Building, 110 Main 
St. Under consideration is a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability to deter-
mine if the area of the work 
associated with the con-
struction of a driveway for 
a new single-family home 
and grading in the buffer 
zone for the property locat-
ed on Shaw Rd in the Town 
of Wales for the portion that 
falls within the boundaries 
of the Town Monson, iden-
tified as Assessor’s Map 
174  Parcel 005, is subject 
to the Wetlands Protection 
Act. The Applicant is Ronald 
Stevenson.

Monson Conservation 
Commission

04/11/2024 

 Town of Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In  accordance  wi th 

Chapter 40A M.G. L. §.11, 
the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing Thursday, April 
25, 2024 at 7:20 P.M. in the 
Select Board meeting room 
at the Town Administration 
Building, 110 Main Street 
on the application of Ronald 
Florek 149 Stafford Road, 
Monson, MA for a spe-
cial permit as provided by 
§6.6 Earth Removal of the 
Monson Zoning Bylaws to 
conduct an Earth Removal 
operation. The property is 
zoned Rural Residential 
and located on 149 Stafford 
Road, Map 80, Parcel 21 and 
Map 101 Parcel 2. A copy of 
the application is on file in 
the Office of the Town Clerk, 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
and is available for viewing 
during regular office hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
04/04, 04/11/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0724EA
Estate of: 

Anthony P Oveka
Date of Death: 02/24/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Kathleen 
T Oveka of Wales, MA 
requesting that the Court 

enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Kathleen T Oveka of 
Wales, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/30/2024. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal  Repre-
sentative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 02, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/11/2024

Public Notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 
BUSINESSBUSINESS
CONNECTIONCONNECTION

Locally owned 
businesses 

here to 
serve you!

Everything You Need to
Complete Your Project

✓ Interior/Exterior Paint ✓ Wallpaper
✓ Hardwood Flooring ✓ Carpeting
✓ Tile & Vinyl Flooring ✓ Window Treatments
✓ Interior/Exterior Stains ✓...and more

46 Years and Counting...

JohnsPaintStore.com • 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 4 ..........Kennedy Library ....................... $95
June 11-14 ...Boothbay Harbor Vacation .. $799
July 13 .........Cape Cod Canal & Lunch ...... $130
July 20 .........Perkins Cove, Ogunquit .......... $99
July 27 .........Block Island ............................. $110

4-DAY BOOTHBAY 
HARBOR VACATION 

June 11-14
Call now – 
Availability 

Limited!

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
McNeely Tree Service

Insured • References
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
LOCAL KETONE 

PROMOTER
Call For Information

413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

STURBRIDGE – The Tantasqua Region-
al School District Committee met to discuss 
the budget for the next fiscal year.

Superintendent Deborah Boyd provided 
a presentation of slides to discuss the budget. 
“This will be to talk about what is in the bud-
get, and how we plan to pay for it,” Boyd said.

The budget is organized into six cate-
gories or “series”. The 2000 series includes 
a budget for paying for administration and 
teachers, professional development, special 
education, technology, library and medias, 
guidance counselling, and technical division 
teaching. 

When it comes to where the revenue 
comes from to pay for the budget, it comes 
mostly from out-of-district tuition and school 
choice tuition.

According to a provided graph, 51.41% of 
students are enrolled from Sturbridge, 15.79% 
from Brimfield, 14.62% from Brookfield, 
8.92% from Holland, and 9.27% from Wales.

“We are super proud to present a budget 
that takes care of student needs, but also keeps 
up with technology,” Boyd explained.

The main goal of the budget, according to 
the summary, is “to present a budget affordable 
to all five member towns while addressing an-
ticipated student need in the areas of academ-
ics and mental health as well as other target 
areas in the District Involvement Plan.”

The presentation detailed the ways the 
budget will benefit and work for the students, 
whether from low-income families, English 
Language Learners, special education, or any-
one else who comes to the school. 

Student Representative report 
The student representative provided a re-

port about what the seniors are up to and the 
ways they are serving the community and what 

they are learning in their classes. 
He also shared what the other high school-

ers and junior high schoolers are doing, in-
cluding field trips, fundraisers, and a few new 
menu items at the cafeteria including pulled 
pork macaroni and cheese. 

He also shared various service projects, as 
well as a CPR and health course students are 
taking, as well as a way to bring meals to the 
local seniors.

School choice slots 
Boyd discussed the current number of ap-

plicants for junior high grades, and how many 
slots to put into place for new students to come 
in over the summer. 

She brought to the committee, based off 
of numbers of the number of student appli-
cations, a number of suggested slots to make 
available for grades seven through nine.

Staff reports
Members of the school staff came forward 

to talk about the various achievements and fun 
things that the students of the junior and senior 
high school have accomplished.

Sports, extracurricular activities, and 
more were discussed, as well as shared re-
marks about how close it is already to the end 
of the school year. 

School absences and tardiness was gone 
over, and which cases were to have specific 
rules in place, and what protocols needed to 
be implemented for controlling and absences. 

They also discussed student discipline, 
including discussing ways to alter the way sus-
pension has been used in the past as a form of 
discipline.

Student publications policies were dis-
cussed, as well as the facts of rights and free-
dom of expression, and how to ensure students 
have that right. They also covered reporting for 
students to be able to speak up. 

They also discussed and revised various 
additions and edits to the student handbook.

School Committee
discusses Tantasqua budget

UPCOMING
FIRST CHURCH OF MONSON 

invites all interested singers in the area to 
attend rehearsals for a Taize service. These 
will be held in the Julia Sprague Chapel at 
First Church on April 10, 17, and 24 under 
the direction of Kiel Krommer, Director of 
Music Ministries at First Church. To regis-
ter, email pmatrow@icloud.com . Include 
your name, phone, and email. The Taize 
service will be held at First Church at 7 
p.m. on Sunday, April 28 and is free and 
open to the public.

BOTTLE AND CAN DRIVE -Sat-
urday,  April 27, from 9 to 11:30 a.m. at 
Hyrniewicz Park sponsored by the Three 
Rivers Firefighters Ladies Auxiliary. All 
proceeds will benefit the local Firefighters 
Association.  

 
PALMER HISTORICAL AND 

CULTURAL CENTER APRIL 
EVENTS. For more information or ques-
tions please email Palmerhcc@gmail.
com. SantinWood Trio will be performing 
Saturday, April 13, at 7:30 p.m. 

Family Travel Vision Boarding will 
be held on April 20, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Songs of Ireland by the Healys will be 
on Sunday, April 21, at 3 p.m. 

Triple Creek open mic night will be 
on Thursday, April 25, at 6:30 p.m. If indi-
viduals would like to preform please email 
PHCC in advance at Palmerhcc@gmail.
com in advance as there are limited spots. 

THE PIONEER VALLEY QUILT 
GUILD will be presenting their “Up, Up 
and Away” quilt show Saturday, May 4, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sunday, May 
5, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The show will be 
held at the Elks #61 Lodge at 440 Tiffany 
St., Springfield, MA and is handicapped 
accessible.  In addition to beautiful quilts 
and an 8’ quilted balloon on display, there 
will be vendors, an appraiser, raffle bas-
kets, a raffle quilt, and a food vendor.  We 
will also be selling handmade items from 
our members at our PVQG Boutique.  Ad-
mission is $10.  Groups of 10 or more can 

receive a discount by 
asking for Janet Foy 
upon arrival.   Please 
come and join for a day 
or two of fun.

ONGOING
THE SWIFT RIVER SPORTS-

MAN’S CLUB, 350 Cold Spring Road, is 
announcing their Friday fish fry is return-
ing on Fridays, starting Feb. 16 and run-
ning through April 5. Prices range from 
$14 for fish and chips to $18 for a fish, 
shrimp and chip combo. Clam Chowder 
will also be available. Come out and enjoy 
one of the best fish dinners in the area with 
generous portions. For more information, 
please call the club at 413-323-9387.

INTERESTS 
FARMER’S MARKETS: The 

Brimfield Farmers Market at Hitchcock 
Academy is a fun place to find cool, 
unique products, plants and seasonal pro-
duce every Saturday while you meet your 
neighbors and support Hitchcock and lo-
cal businesses. The market starts on April 
13, and runs from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

PIONEER VALLEY QUILTERS 
Guild meets at the Elks Lodge #61 at 440 
Tiffany St., Springfield. Meetings are held 
on the first Wednesday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. and all are welcome.  The mis-
sion of the guild is two-fold: to share the 
joy of quilting with others and to work for 
the betterment of the community.   Mon-
ies raised (as in the biannual quilt show) 
support various workshops and speak-
ers for the meetings, as well as allow the 
guild to buy materials that are then used 
to create donated items.   The guild has 
donated quilts, baby bibs, cardiac pillows, 
and Christmas stockings for veterans to a 
variety of community agencies, including 
but not limited to the Springfield Rescue 
Mission and the Gray House.  

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 
p.m. daily at the Holland Public Library, 
23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice 
different crafts. There are new crafts every 
Wednesday. For more information, call 
413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: 
Located at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature 
trails are open daily until dusk for hiking, 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. 
Trail maps can be found in the parking 
lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box on one of the 
signposts). For more information call 413-
267-4137, email khm@keephomestead-

museum.org or visit keephomesteadmu-
seum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three 
Rivers. The Guild is a no-pressure group 
with varying degrees of accomplishments, 
from novice to Big E “Best In Show” 
winners. Dues are $55 a year. For more 
information, contact Barbara Beaulieu 
at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 
283-7577. Follow them on Facebook for 
more.

BINGO IS BACK at Amvets Post 
74, 2150 Main St., Three Rivers, on Mon-
days. The kitchen opens at 4:30 p.m. Ear-
ly Bird starts at 6:25 p.m. Call the Post at 
413-283-4518 for further information.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday 
at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, 
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes in-
clude absolute beginners and beginners, 
and participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear com-
fortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at Top Floor 
Learning (third floor of the Palmer Library 
at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to 
the public. Play available board and card 
games or bring your own. Must be 16 or 
older unless accompanied by an adult. 
No Registration Required – just show up! 
Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER 
OPEN FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center 
is located on Rt 116, at the center of the 
Holyoke Range State Park. DCR Inter-
pretive staff will be available for visitors. 
Coming in January, programs will also be 
offered to highlight the Range’s special 
nature in winter, see the park web site for 
details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday 
night at Memorial Hall with Randy Em-
erson. Free, no registration. Presented by 
Monson Parks & Rec and the Monson 
Free Library, 

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

REGIONAL

US Fish & Wildlife Service and the Allen 
Bird Club of Springfield, MA invite beginning 
birders of all ages to participate in a free, in-
troductory bird walk to be held Saturday, April 
20, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Springfield’s For-
est Park. 

Geared toward those curious about bird-
ing, this introductory walk will focus on com-
mon local birds, identification tips, and appre-
ciating the joy of birding. Participants must be 

able to walk 1.5 - 2 miles on even footing with 
one, moderately steep hill. Please bring water, 
bug repellent, and comfortable footwear. Spare 
binoculars will be available for those who need 
them. 

The Family Bird Walk will begin at the 
Picknelly Field parking lot at Forest Park’s 
Route 5/Longmeadow entrance and will take 
place rain or shine.

Family & Beginner Bird Walk


