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MONSON

School
Comm.

trudges
through
budget
season

Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON—The Mon-
son School Committee con-
vened for an essential meet-
ing on April 2, addressing
key issues, including surplus
equipment from Monson
High School’s defunct shop,
the district’s FY 2026 budget
and administrative restructur-
ing.

Several important deci-
sions were made regarding the
surplus items, potential cuts
to school staff, and changes
in the school schedule. The
meeting also featured discus-
sions on funding challenges
and future planning.

Surplus Equipment: A
Necessary Cleanout
The meeting continued

with a discussion on the sur-
plus equipment left behind
in the Monson High School
shop, which has been out of
use for years. According to
the committee, the equipment
is no longer functional, with
much of it being rusted and
outdated.
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An Easter Bunny
family photo with
Lucy, Emilia, Addie,
and Raeya with the
Easter Bunny.
Turley photos

by Amanda
Munson

Faster 1S on

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson @ turley.com

PALMER - “It’s a fun
morning out!” The Three Riv-
ers Fire Department in collab-
oration with the Three Rivers
Fire Department Association
Ladies Auxiliary, held an
Easter Bunny Breakfast event
for the community, provid-

nal Register

www.journalregister.turley.com

ing a pancake breakfast and
Easter celebration. Held in-
side the station, the T.R.E.D.
Association Ladies Auxilia-
ry volunteers and members
of the fire department were
flipping pancakes, pouring
coffee, and reconnecting with
community members early in

IS way

Association Ladies Auxilia-
ry has been with the group
for around 10 years, joining
when her son Chief Scott
Turner was working as the
past fire chief and he institut-
ed the ladies auxiliary.
“Chief Stephen Nodurf,
our current chief, definitely

the morning of Apr. 6.

Treasurer Joanne Turn-

er Chiacchia of the T.R.F.D.

supports us and carries on
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EDUCATION
Policy and
procedures
discussed
for Monson
schools

Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer
amccoy @turley.com

MONSON—The Mon-
son School Committee met
on Tuesday evening for a pro-
ductive session that touched
on various key topics from
important community events
to significant policy updates.

The meeting was led by
Superintendent Roland Joyal.

Spring Sports
and Community Initiatives

Joyal took the opportu-
nity to update the public on a
variety of upcoming events.
He reminded attendees that
the spring sports season is well
underway, with games now in
full swing.

He encouraged everyone
to check the school’s website
for the latest athletic sched-
ules. Joyal also highlighted the
Special Olympics Night Out
event scheduled for April 3.

Local restaurants will
donate a portion of their sales
between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. to
support the Special Olympics
of Monson.

Also, he announced that
the Monson High School
Class of 2028 will host an

POLICY 1 page 5

COMMUNITY

First Church Easter Egg Hunt
fun for local families

]

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
The egg dying table where children and their families dyed
eggs.

Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer
amccoy @turley.com

MONSON—The  First
Church of Monson celebrat-
ed the spirit of Easter with
their annual Easter Egg Hunt
and Pancake Breakfast, a de-
lightful event that brought
the community together for
a morning of fun, food, and
festivities.

The event, held in
the Fellowship Hall of the
church, kicked off bright and
early with a hearty pancake
breakfast. The menu fea-
tured pancakes, scrambled
eggs, sausage, and an array
of pastries, breads, and muf-
fins. Volunteers in the kitchen
worked tirelessly to ensure
the breakfast ran smoothly,
serving up plates of delicious
food to all who attended. Ad-
ditionally, a table was stocked

FIRST CHURCH I page 8

EDUCATION

M.A.S.S. Academic Excellence

Awards pre

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

PATHFINDER - The
Pathfinder ~Tech  District
Towns Superintendents

Awards Dinner honored re-
cipients from the nine differ-
ent towns, recognizing high
school students who have dis-
tinguished themselves in the
pursuit of excellence during
their high school careers.

Pathfinder Tech Superin-
tendent Eric Duda was proud
to be hosting this annual
event at Pathfinder and hon-
oring one of the school’s own
students on Apr. 2.

With an appetizer, main
dish and dessert made by
Pathfinder culinary and hos-
pitality students inside the
school’s in-house restaurant
named Perso, the room was
full of families, friends, and
seniors who were able to

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Left to right, Chloe LaRoche, Molly Szado, Jordan Wetherell,
Alexis Lapite, Norah Schwenker, and Jenna Ghrear smile after
the awards dinner for a recipient group photo.

be recognized for their hard
work during their high school
careers.

From the awards pam-
phlet, “Having been duly
qualified under the standard

prescribed by the Massachu-
setts Association of School
Superintendents (M.A.S.S.)
this Recognition of Academic
Excellence is hereby awarded

EXCELLENCE 1 page 6

COMMUNITY

Library hosts craft swap and donation event

Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON—The Mon-
son Free Library held its
Third Annual Epic Craft
Swap Donation event on the
morning of April 5, attract-

13180|

04879

8

9

ing community members to
exchange craft supplies and
discover new projects.

The event was first or-
ganized by Rebecca Sawyer,
the Assistant Director of the
Monson Free Library, three
years ago. Leading up to the
event, the library accept-

ed craft supply donations
throughout the week, giving
residents a chance to con-
tribute beads, fabric, yarn,

art books, and various other
materials. Even those who
did not donate were welcome
to attend and pick up supplies
for their own craft projects.

Sawyer emphasized that
the event is designed to bene-
fit the local community.

“It’s a way to get peo-
ple together to share craft
supplies and possibly learn
something new,” she said.
“It’s about helping each other

and providing an opportuni-
ty for people to connect over
shared interests.”

The library’s main event
space was filled with tables
offering a wide range of craft

CRAFT SWAP I page 16

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Wood craft projects, scraps
of wood as well as unpainted
finished wood projects.
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Egg-citing fun at Easter
Pancake Breakfast

MONSON— The
Monson High School
Class of 2028 will be
having an Easter Pan-
cake Breakfast orga-
nized by the class offi-
cers. The event will be
held on Saturday, April
12 from 9 a.m. to 11:30

a.m. at Monson High
School in the cafeteria at
55 Margaret Street.

The cost is $5 per
adult and $3 per child.

There will be a bas-
ket raffle, kids activities
and pictures with the
Easter Bunny.

Jazz Bones to perform
at first Church April 27

MONSON—The
Jazz Bones under the
direction of David Neill
will perform at First
Church Monson, 5 High
Street, on Sunday, April
27,at3 p.m. The concert
is free and open to the
public.

A cookies and punch
reception in Fellowship
Hall will follow the per-
formance.

The Jazz Bones is
the only jazz trombone
ensemble in the area.

Share your story online or in person

The ensemble delivers a
dynamic sound for four
tenor trombones, one
bass trombone, guitar,
bass and drums.

This rhythmic pre-
sentation will appeal to
persons of all ages.

The concert is un-
derwritten by the Monson
Cultural Council, a local
agency which is support-
ed by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, a state
agency.

Monson nomination papers

deadline

MONSON—The
Monson Town Clerk’s Of-
fice announces that nom-
ination papers are now
available for any voter
wishing to be on the bal-
lIot for the Annual Town
Election on June 10,
2025. Nomination papers
may be obtained in the
Town Clerk’s office locat-
ed at 110 Main St. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday & Friday
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednes-
days closed to public but
available by phone for

APril 17

pick up. Call our office at
413-267-4115
The deadline for ob-
taining nomination pa-
pers is Thursday April 17,
2025.
The following slate
of offices will appear on
the ballot (1 SEAT):
Select Board-3 Years
Moderator-3 Years
Board Of Assessors-3
Years

Water/Sewer Commis-
sion-3 Years

Cemetery Commission-3
Years

Parks & Recreation Com-
mission-3 Years
School Committee-3
Years (2 Seats)
Housing Authority-5 Ye
ars
Questions may be di-
rected to the Clerk’s office
at 267-4115.
All elections will
take place at
Memorial Hall locat-
ed at 198 Main St. from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m.

Town of Palmer nomination papers

PALMER —The
Town Clerk of Palmer
will have nomination pa-
pers ready for pickup the
week of March 10th. The
available seats on the June
10, 2025 town election
are as follows.

Councilor at Large
3 year term

District #4 (Three Rivers
Councilor 3 year
term

Planning Board 3 year
term (2 seats)

School Committee
3 year term. (2 seats)

If you have any ques-
tions regarding filing
requirements on above
seats please reach out to
the Palmer Town Clerk’s
office.

United Methodist Church
Holy Week schedule

MONSON—The  United  Methodist
Church of Enfield, 41 Brainard Road, Enfield,
in cooperation with area churches, is offering
Holy Week services for everyone.

Holy Week Schedule

April 13 Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. at UMC Enfield, 41 Brainard
Road, Enfield, CT
Apr 17 Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. at Monson-Glendale UMC, 162
Main Street, Monson, MA
Apr 18 Good Friday
7 p.m. at UMC Enfield, 41 Brainard
Road, Enfield, CT
Apr 20 Easter Sunrise
6 a.m. at Monson-Glendale UMC, 162
Main Street, Monson, MA
Apr 20 Easter Service
9:30 a.m. at UMC Enfield, 41 Brainard
Road, Enfield, CT
Apr 20 Easter Service
11 a.m. at Monson-Glendale UMC, 162
Main Street, Monson, MA
For more information, call the church of-
fice at 860-745-6241 or visit the church’s web-
site at umce.org
Founded in 1791, The United Methodist
Church of Enfield is a family of Christians
striving to grow in faith, love, and service.

We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story. Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form

or video interview. Photos or videos will be used
with permission, or you may ask to remain

anonymous.

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

‘ ":'!-:%;_!‘:
;-..-'g 5P

.
L ¥ It

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

Submit stories through an
online form (scan QR code

or go to:
https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)

or a

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for
either format.

$50 compensation

for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

Healthy
Quaboag

Improving quality of life
in the community
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BELLA

This is Bella from Three Rivers. She was after
a mole and was digging when suddenly it rained for
a little. Rain had stopped and filled hole, so she was
let back out and stuck her face in the hole looking
for mole. She never got the mole, but her friend Scott
Gouty got the pic. We feature your pets here. Is your fur
friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse...
you get the point. Is there a pet you're fostering and
trying to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a
high-resolution jpg of your pet with a little information
to journalregister@turley.com.

Corrections

The Journal Register will glad-
ly correct factual errors that appear
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page
2 or 3. To request a correction, send
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393,
extension 236. Corrections may also
be requested in writing at: Journal
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA, 01069.

PHONE
413.283.8393
Fax; 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

Staff Writer
Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

Subscriptions
www.turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
(840 out of state)
Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

3 @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by
Turley Publications, Inc. ¢ www.turley.com

DEADLINE

The Journal Register
has changed its firm
deadline for public
submissions to
Mondays. To get your
submission in for
that week’s edition
space permitting,
email Editor at
journalregster@
turley.com or call

the office at 413-
283-8393 by noon
on Mondays. We
appreciate the
cooperation of our
readers.

MONSON 1 from page 1

This surplus is now in the
way of the space designated
for a new engineering pro-
gram for the coming year.

“We’ve secured grant
funding for new equipment,
including CNC machines and
3D printers,” said Mr. Fon-
taine. “But we need space for
these new tools, and the sur-
plus has to go.”

The committee voted
unanimously to designate
the surplus items as excess,
starting the process of either
listing them on municipal
platforms or offering them to
other departments. Proceeds
from the sale will go into the
general fund, not back to the
school.

Despite some hope that
the school could retain some
of the funds for program de-
velopment, the consensus was
that this was unlikely.

There were concerns
raised about logistics, espe-
cially the cost and responsibil-
ity of moving the equipment.

“Whoever  buys the
equipment will be responsi-
ble for removal,” one member
confirmed.

Also, temporary storage
space may be available, as the
town has some room to store
items until they are sold.

Budget Woes:
The Challenge

of Finding Savings

The discussion then
shifted to the district’s bud-
get for FY26, which is facing
a shortfall of approximately
$750,000. As part of the ongo-
ing effort to balance the bud-
get, cuts to various positions
and services were discussed.

Among the cuts proposed
were the elimination of cer-
tain positions, including the
technology specialist and
math interventionist, along
with a reduction in teaching
staff.

“There’s no fat to trim.
It’s just getting realistic with
expenditures,” Colleen Flynn
remarked, acknowledging the
difficulty in finding additional
cuts without significantly im-
pacting services.

The committee also dis-
cussed a proposal to consoli-
date schools, combining cer-

of Real Estate

)

sk U een=ull

FC&P

Consulting all Matters

Art Ferrara
(413) 348-5827
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OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

FITNESS &
GYM CENTER

» 24/7 Access
» Weightlifting

» Multi Membership Discount
» Personal Training

> HIIT Classes Included

» Functional Training

» One on One Coaching

» Nutritional Counseling

» Strength Conditioning

119 Main Street, Monson (Adams Plaza)
support@feedthebeastgym.com ¢ www.FeedTheBeastGym.com

tain grade levels and central
office staff to save approxi-
mately $317,000. However,
necessary upgrades to facili-
ties, including carpeting and
classroom improvements,
would cost about $154,600.

This reduces the net sav-
ings from the consolidation to
about $160,000, which would
provide ongoing savings after
initial expenditures.

“The worst they can say
is no. That’s what I tell my
kids. Always ask. We might
say no,” added Alison Mor-
gan, highlighting the hopeful
yet pragmatic approach taken
throughout the budget discus-
sions.

Unemployment Costs and
Revenue Proposals
Unemployment costs also

came up, with layoffs poten-
tially pushing these costs high-
er than initially projected. Un-
employment benefits can last
up to 30 weeks, and the cost
of these benefits could be sub-
stantial for high earners.

The committee hopes to
keep these costs under control
but acknowledged the uncer-
taintyof how long individuals
may need to rely on unemploy-
ment.

In a slightly more op-
timistic turn, the committee
noted that preschool tuition
could be increased from $450
to $600 per month, potential-
ly bringing in an additional
$45,000.

However, this fee increase
is not yet set in stone.

“We’re trying to stop the
bleeding right now. How do
we make it better next year?”
said Flynn, reflecting the ur-
gency of balancing immediate
financial concerns with future
planning.

Addressing Facilities and
Maintenance Needs

Another major topic of
discussion was the ongoing
condition of the school facil-
ities. Granite Valley School,
though often thought to have
more space than Quarry Hill,
actually lacks the infrastruc-
ture to accommodate all stu-
dents.

“Quarry Hill is better
equipped to house students,”
said one committee member.
“It has more classrooms and
better bathroom facilities.”

However, Granite Val-
ley’s aging carpets and bath-
rooms are in need of signif-
icant upgrades, and a major
concern was whether these
renovations could be complet-
ed before the new school year.
The necessary improvements,
including replacing carpets
and upgrading bathrooms to
meet ADA compliance, could
cost upwards of $154,600, on
top of the cost for school con-
solidation.

“Can we realistically
complete this work by Sep-
tember?” one member ques-
tioned, pointing to the tight
timeline and the difficulty of
coordinating contractors and
specialized services.

Changes to
School Scheduling and
Administrative Structure

In response to budget
constraints and the need for
better efficiency, the commit-
tee approved changes to the
high school schedule. The
new structure will return to
the format that existed prior to
changes made two years ago.

It includes longer periods
for work-based learning and
internships, as well as an in-
troduction of advisory periods
on Fridays for social-emo-
tional learning activities.

“We really want to build
that community,” said a com-
munity member, emphasizing

Thanks for
giving us

the importance of fostering
strong relationships between
students and teachers. The re-
vised schedule also includes
team time for teachers to col-
laborate, enhancing support
for students, especially those
with special needs.

Also, the school district
plans to restructure its admin-
istrative positions. At Mon-
son High School, the current
shared role of Dean of Stu-
dents/Director of Counseling
will be split into two separate
positions, while Granite Val-
ley will maintain a principal
and assistant principal.

Looking Ahead: Public
Budget Hearing and Future
Adjustments

The public budget hear-
ing for FY26 will be held on
April 16, with an additional
hearing potentially scheduled
for April 23 or 30. The com-
mittee plans to finalize the
budget by April 16 to allow
for posting and public review
before the hearing.

Despite the challenging
budget situation, the commit-
tee expressed a commitment
to maintaining essential ser-
vices, including counseling
and math intervention pro-
grams.

“I cannot in good faith
say, here, welcome to Mon-
son. Here’s zero support,”
Colleen Flynn said, underlin-
ing the importance of provid-
ing adequate support for new
leadership, especially as the
district searches for a new su-
perintendent.

As discussions contin-
ue, the committee remains
focused on making difficult
but necessary decisions to se-
cure the future of Monson’s
schools, balancing immediate
fiscal constraints with long-
term educational goals.

Nobody makes it to their 175th year alone. We've

been a part of this community since before cars,

before elevators, before the Civil War. Generations

of community members have put their trust in us,

despite all the changes in the world, all the things

we’ve had to weather. And, together, we’ve come out

all the better for it. To say thank you for 175 years,

we're giving 175 gifts to the community this year.

We couldn’t have made it without you.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

micountrybank
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

Watte’s

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I will be 66 %2 in June
and would like to discuss
when would be the best
time for me to start taking
my social security benefits.

I am still employed full
time and don’t want to be
penalized because of that.
Please let me know what I
need to do to set up an ap-
pointment with you. I got
your information from the
AMAC website and I look
forward to hearing from
you.

Signed: Ready to Claim

Dear Ready:

You can certainly call
us on 1-888-750-2622
during normal EST busi-
ness hours for a personal
conversation.

But to facilitate that
conversation, be aware that
deciding when to claim
your Social Security benefit
normally depends on just a
few factors, including your
financial need, your health
and expected longevity, and
your marital status. A few
things to be aware of: Born
in 1958, your “Full Retire-
ment Age” is age 66 years
and 8 months. If you were
born in October 1958, you
will reach you FRA in June
2025, and that is the point
you can get 100% of the SS
benefit you’ve earned from
a lifetime of working.

Once you reach your
FRA in June, Social Secu-
rity’s “annual earnings test”
no longer applies. Thus,
you can continue working
after you start your SS ben-
efits and your earnings will
not negatively affect your
monthly benefit amount. If
you claim any earlier than
your FRA, you will get a
smaller benefit and also be
subject to Social Security’s
annual earnings test (which
for you this year - your
FRA year - is $62,160, or
$5,180/month after you
start your SS benefits). If
you decide to claim before
your FRA, your benefit will
be reduced by .556% for
each month early (a perma-
nent reduction).

You can also wait be-
yond your FRA to claim
and earn Delayed Retire-
ment Credits (DRCs) at the
rate of .667% per month
(8% per year of delay), in
order to get an even higher
benefit later. If financially
feasible, you can delay up
to the age of 70 when your
monthly benefit will reach
maximum - about 27%

When is the best
time for me to claim
Social Security?

more than it will be in June
of this year.

O-If you are single and
will not be eligible for a
spousal benefit, then you
should make your claiming
decision based only on your
own needs. If, however,
you are married and your
spouse’s FRA benefit is
more than twice your FRA
amount, you may be enti-
tled to a “spousal boost” (a
supplemental amount add-
ed to your own SS benefit).

Your life expectancy
should be considered when
deciding when to claim
your SS retirement bene-
fits. If you expect to enjoy
at least “average” longev-
ity (about 87 for a woman
your current age), then you
might also consider delay-
ing your claim (if financial-
ly feasible) and that is often
a prudent choice. If you
don’t expect to achieve a
long life, or if you need the
money sooner, or if you are
entitled to spousal benefits,
then claiming at your FRA
of 66 years and 8 months is
likely your best option.

In the end, only you
can decide when you should
claim your Social Securi-
ty, but we’re always here
to answer any additional
questions you may have.
You can feel free to call
us at any time (1-888-750-
2622) during normal EST
business hours to discuss
your options directly with
one of our certified Social
Security advisors. Or you
can also ask any additional
questions via email, which
we will be most happy to
respond to promptly.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for infor-
mation purposes and does
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social Security Associa-
tion To submit a question,
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

Brimfield historical
walking tour April 13

BRIMFIELD—The
Brimfield Historical Com-
mission will be conducting
an historical walking tour
of the Brimfield Center Vil-
lage on Sunday, April 13 at
noon. The tour will highlight
the fascinating history be-
hind the structures that have
shaped our community, most
of which are included on the
National Register of Historic
Places, as well as the people
who built and lived in them.

We will be starting on
the sidewalk in front of St.
Christopher’s Church, head-
ing west by the Windmill, to
the Civil War Memorial and
Hitchcock Academy and then
down North Main Street to the
First Congregational Church.
It will take approximately 1 to
1 Y2 hours.

A highlight of the walk
will include a discussion of
the old Brimfield Hotel which
burnt down in 1941 and is
now the location of Hitch-
cock Academy’s parking lot.
Although the Hotel no longer
exists, it served for over 130
years as a focal point of Brim-
field activity.

Please wear comfortable
shoes and bring something to
drink.

If you have any questions
or are interested in joining us,
we request that you contact
the Historical Commission at
historical @brimfieldma.org
to let us know so that we can
maintain an accurate list of
participants. Additional tours
are planned for later in the

spring.
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PUT ALL YOUR.
EGGS \N ONE 2
BASKET., 4%

Eggplant parmesan anyone?

Just when you think you
are done planning your gar-
den you come across some-
thing else to grow. What did
it for me was a trip to the Dol-
lar Store where I found the
seed packs priced at four for
$1.25. What a deal!

While I
wouldn’t  spend
$3.99 for a pack-
age of eggplant
seeds, I could shell
out approximate-
ly 32 cents, and
if I end up with a
half dozen fruit it
would be worth
the investment.

We grow
eggplant at Old
Sturbridge Village, but it is
the ornamental type, the kind
that looks seriously like pure
white eggs hanging from a
fuzzy gray-green plant! I plan
to grow “Black Beauty,” the
variety that holds promise of
parmesan grinders and saucy
pasta dishes.

It’s been a few years
since I have grown eggplant.
I stopped growing it because [
never seemed to pick it at the
right time — either it was too
early or too late.

So, why don’t we learn
together how to grow egg-
plant successfully and harvest
it correctly?

Eggplant is a member of
the Solanaceae family, mak-
ing it cousins with tomatoes
and peppers. Like its rela-
tives, eggplant seeds need to
be started indoors, eight to 10
weeks prior to the last frost.

By sowing the seed
yesterday, I just sneak in to
the eight week mark. If the

thought of growing eggplant
excites you, don’t let the cal-
endar dissuade you. Any head
start is still a head start!

The seeds like a warm-
er germination temperature,
with some experts calling for
80 degrees! When the seed-

Tge

by
Roberta McQuai

lings show their first set of
true leaves, transplant them
out of the seed pack and into
six packs. A grow on tem-
perature of 72 degrees cou-
pled with supplemental light
will produce nice, stocky
seedlings.

Another trick to stocky
seedlings is the brush method.
A couple of times a day run
the top of your hand gently
over the seedlings. Depend-
ing on how quickly they grow,
another transplanting maybe
necessary, this time into a
four-inch pot.

Be careful not to disturb
the roots too much; while
tomatoes and peppers don’t
seem to mind transplanting,
eggplant can be stunted a bit,
so tackle this task tenderly.

About mid-May preheat
your garden space in prepara-
tion for planting out the seed-
ling. I lay down black plastic
for peppers and will also use
it for my eggplant transplants.

After the plants have
been hardened off for a week
or so by gradual exposure to
the elements, it’s time to get
them in the ground. I cut “Xs”
in the plastic about 18” apart,
and mix some compost into
the soil under each X. The
seedlings are then
installed just slight-
ly lower into the
soil than where they
were growing in the
pot.

If you can cov-
er them with a float-
ing row cover to
help modulate the
heat and keep flea
beetles and Colora-
do potato beetles at
bay, all the better.

I read that northern gar-
deners can expect to get four
to six fruit per plant. Folks
with a longer growing season
can sometimes gain 12 to 15!

Once the fruit appear
glossy, they can be picked,
even before they reach their
full size. If you wait until
the skin is dull, the fruits are
seedy and not at their prime
any longer.

I am excited to see if my
32 cent investment will be
fruitful. Fingers crossed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

.,

A Brimfield resident
makes regular trips to ponds
to look for waterfowl often in
Warren.

On March 19 he saw five
Canada geese, six mallards
(three pairs), three American
black ducks, six green-winged
teal (three pairs) and one male,
hooded merganser at a pond on
New Reed Street.

The green-winged teal is
the smallest dabbling duck in
North America. The male has
a cinnamon colored head and
grayish body with a green cres-
cent from the eye to the back
of the head. The male has a
vertical white strip that extends
from the water line to its shoul-
der. The female is brown. Both
sexes have green wing patches,
which are visible in flight. They
also have a yellowish stripe
along the tail.

They have a blocky body,
large head and short bill. They
are between 12 and 15 inches in
length. There tail is high out of
the water.

Spring time is a great time

BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

Green-winged teal

to look for green winged teal.
They often land in shallow wet-
lands and are sometimes seen
foraging in puddles of water on
agricultural fields. They feed
on shallow bodies of water on
vegetation. They breed in dense
vegetation along river deltas.

The oldest know green-
winged teal was at least 20
years and three months. A fe-
male, she was banded in Okla-
homa in 1941 and recovered by
a hunter in Missouri in 1960.

Great blue heron

The Brimfield resident said
in an email dated March 19, “I
visited two ponds in Warren
yesterday and saw great blue

herons for the second time this
spring. However this time, they
were at the pond where great
blue herons have had nest for a
couple of years and an osprey
was back. Both sightings were
at the pond on South Street.”
Other birds seen at the pond
included one ring-billed gull,
three rock pigeon, one blue jay
and six red-winged blackbirds.

Last year, there were four
heron nests, however one nest
fell down during the winter.
There were two birds standing
in one of the nests for a time be-
fore one of the birds flew to a
nearby tree.

Osprey

The Brimfield resident
said an osprey nest has been
at this location in Warren since
2020 and nine young have
successfully fledged. here. An
adult just arrived in the last
day or so. The bird flew to the
nest carrying a branch and then
moved to the bottom of the nest,
tilted forward and then began
scratching at the bottom of the
nest. He took a picture of this
osprey scratching. He said, “In
a picture I took, debris can be
seen flying over the edge of the
nest. A behavior I have never
seen before — interesting.”

Worm stealing blue jay

An  Oakham resident
through his kitchen window
an American Robin extract a
worm from the ground. He
said, “At that moment, a blue
jay landed scaring off the rob-
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Letters to the
editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed
to be libelous, unsubstantiated
allegations, personal attacks, or
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:

The Journal Register

Letter to the Editor

24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069,
or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate,
state House, district attorney and Governor’s
Council during the weeks leading up to the
election, as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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Easter Pancake Breakfast on
April 12, offering fun activities
for the community. Looking
further ahead, he shared infor-
mation about Teacher Appreci-
ation Week on May 5-9, during
which the Monson PTSA will
organize a special lunch for
teachers and staff, seeking
community donations to sup-
port the event.

Joyal also pointed out that
the cafeteria is in need of work-
ers, with hours ideal for parents
of students.

Approval of Previous
Meeting Minutes

The committee then turned
its attention to the approval
of previous meeting minutes,
which included those from Feb.
4. The minutes were unani-
mously approved with no com-
ments. A minor correction was
noted for the minutes of the
February 26 meeting, where
Jessica Corwin’s role on the
MASC Rural Schools Commit-
tee was clarified as “co-chair,”
not just a member.

Policy Updates: Therapy
Dogs, Dress Code and Online
Fundraising

Several policies were up
for discussion during the meet-
ing. The first, Policy IMGB,
which addresses the introduc-
tion of therapy comfort dogs in
schools, was moved from the
second to the third read. This
policy, which will be imple-
mented at the start of the new
school year, is designed to in-
tegrate therapy dogs into the
school environment.

The committee approved
the necessary waivers of liabil-
ity, and insurance recommen-
dations have been reviewed
to ensure protection in case of
accidents.

The committee also moved
forward with Policy JICA, the
student dress code, which was
shifted from its first to second
and then third read. No signifi-
cant changes were made to the
policy, as it largely aligns with
the existing school handbook.

Another key policy dis-
cussed was Policy IKF, which
covers competency determina-
tion for graduation. This policy
was revised to remove specif-
ic references to a set number
of graduation requirements,
streamlining the document into
a more concise, three-sentence
format.

Perhaps the most dis-
cussed policy involved online
fundraising and crowdfunding,
particularly the use of plat-
forms like GoFundMe or Do-
norsChoose for classroom proj-
ects. A speaker made it clear
that the policy aims to regulate
crowdfunding for educational
purposes that go beyond rou-
tine classroom supplies, such
as tissues or markers.

The policy is intended to
ensure that larger projects, like
special educational initiatives,
are properly vetted and ap-
proved.

“There’s a difference be-
tween crowdfunding for a spe-
cial project and just needing
supplies,”

Jamie

Murphy noted,

BACKYARD
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in and stealing the worm.” He
watched the blue jay flit closer
and closer in the shrubbery and
swoop in when the next worm
was extracted by a robin. He
said, “I did a quick check of
the literature - nothing like this
observed before. Jays, crows,
ravens and magpies (Corvidae
family) are renowned for their
instinctual ‘intelligence’ and
thievery.”
Sandhill cranes

I have not seen the sandhill
cranes in my field lately. I did
here then early in the morning
last week when I put my trash
bin out. My neighbor said she
heard them in the morning as
well.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88 @aol.com  or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

explaining the distinction be-
tween the two.

While crowdfunding for
everyday classroom supplies
was not a concern, the com-
mittee expressed the need to
ensure that larger projects, like
field trips or special classroom
upgrades, are carefully consid-
ered.

The discussion also led to
concerns about Amazon wish
lists, which many teachers use
to gather supplies. Some mem-
bers questioned whether wish
lists for supplies over $500
should require approval, em-
phasizing the need to differen-
tiate between minor classroom
needs and larger requests that
could necessitate further scru-
tiny.

Ethical and Logistical
Considerations

A central issue in the dis-
cussion of the new crowdfund-
ing policy was the tracking of
donations and the ethical impli-
cations of personal donations to
teachers. One member brought
up concerns about teachers re-
ceiving donations directly to
their personal addresses, sug-
gesting that all items should be
delivered to the school to avoid
conflicts with state ethics laws.

There was agreement on
the need to track larger dona-
tions to ensure that the district
remains compliant with poli-
cies and state regulations.

At the same time, there
was recognition that the pro-
cess should not become overly
burdensome.

“I just want this policy to
be clear enough to state it has
nothing to do with the other
thing,” said Alison Morgan,
stressing the importance of
clarity in distinguishing be-
tween larger fundraising re-
quests and more routine class-
room needs.

Balancing Bureaucracy
and Efficiency

A key concern raised
during the meeting was the po-
tential for bureaucracy to slow
down the approval process for
classroom supplies. Alison
Morgan, who works closely
with teachers, expressed frus-
tration with the idea of requir-
ing teachers to fill out approval
forms for every small item they
need, noting, “By the time they
get to it, it has to get back to
them.

And now we’ve wasted
how many days...?”

Morgan emphasized that
delays in approval could hin-
der teachers’ ability to quickly
address immediate classroom
needs, especially for time-sen-
sitive projects.

In response, the commit-
tee agreed to work on refining
the current approval forms for
smaller, regular requests. A
proposal to simplify the form
and streamline the process for
minor items was discussed,
with the understanding that
larger requests, particularly
those over $500, would require
more formal approval.

The committee also agreed
to continue working on a com-
prehensive solution, with plans
to explore how other districts
handle similar issues.

Monson
Garden Club
scholarship

MONSON—The Monson
Garden Club has announced
that two $500 scholarships
are available to high school
seniors who reside in Monson
and plan to continue school at
a 2 or 4 year college to study
in any branch of the life, natu-
ral, or environmental sciences.
Applications with instructions
may be obtained through their
school guidance office and are
due by April 29, 2025.

Dine for a
Cause May 7

LUDLOW—Dine for a
cause on Wednesday, May 7
at Villa Rose Restaurant on
1428 Center St. in Ludlow.
Dine all day and 20 percent
of all food receipts will be do-
nated to the Amvets Post 74
Scholarship Fund.

<2

Building Bridges
FREE Veterans lunch April 11

THREE RIVERS—A
free lunch for veterans and
one guest will be available
on Fridays April 11, May
9 and June 13 from noon
to 1 p.m. The lunch will be

served at the Amvets Post
74 located at 2150 Main
St. in Three Rivers. Res-
ervations are needed, call
413-283-2610 and leave
voicemail.

Sock Hop Dance April 25

THREE RIVERS—
The Second Annual Sock
Hop Dance featuring New
Englands Premier Oldies
Band “Decades” will be on
Friday, April 25 from 6 to
10 p.m. at Amvets, 2150
Main Street in Three Riv-
ers.

Tickets are $5 (12 and

under are free). Tickets are
available at Amvets or call
413-316-0597. There will
be raffle prizes and a 50/50.
Food and milkshakes avail-
able for purchase.

Money will benefit
the local Veterans activity
fund.

American Heritage
Museum trip April 30

PALMER—The Palm-
er Veterans Service Depart-
ment is proud to announce
a bus trip to the American
Heritage Museum on April
30. Pick up will be at 8:30
a.m. and drop-off will be
at 4:15 at the Amvets Post
74 at 2150 Main Street in

Three Rivers.

Veterans are free with
an ID, guests are $20 each
this includes bus, admis-
sion and lunch.

Call 413-316-0597 to
make reservations, seats
are limited.

Shed,, Pool, &
HHot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Anthun “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.
This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

WHAT IS IT?

Palmer has received funding in a settlement between Massachusetts
and pharmaceutical companies, placing them at blame for the current
opioid crisis.

PALMER PUBLIC LIBRARY PRESENTS:

PALMER

PUBLIC LIBRARY

PALMER FOR

TOMORROW

Gathering

Now we must decide how to best use the money to support our
community, and we want to hear from YOU!

COME JOIN US TO DISCUSS THE NEXT STEPS
IN THE PROCESS AS WE TALK ABOUT:

Creating a Community Survey
How to Support Those With Substance Use

Preventative Measures
After Care

WHEN & WHERE
The Second Wednesday
of Every Month

3:00pM-4:30pm

at The Palmer Public Library

For any questions reach out to:

(413)283-2606 or ngauthier@townofpalmer.com

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
o People with lived experience

o Individuals in recovery
= Family/friends of those with
substance use disorder

To Join Our Group!

*You will always be able to stay completely

anonymous at Palmer for Tomorrow, we will
never ask or share your name or your story.
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Annual Plant,
Bake Sale, Craft
& Tag Sale on
the Hardwick
Common

HARDWICK—The
Tri-Parish Community
Church is pleased to an-
nounce they will be holding
their 19th Annual Plant, Bake
Sale, Craft & Tag Sale on the
Hardwick Common Saturday
and Sunday, May 17th and
18th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

il . N . .Ii

Palmer High School student Jenna Ghrear poses with
her family, Palmer High School Principal Sue North and
Superintendent Matthew Francis, after receiving the

each day. This popular East
Quabbin area event will fea-
ture traditional, favorite, and
connoisseur perennials, plus
selected annuals, heirloom
vegetable plants, and herbs in
time for spring planting.

There is a wonderful va-
riety in plants offered through
several local vendors in-
cluding Stillman’s Farm and
Howe’s Farm and Garden of
New Braintree, Inishowen
Farms of North Brookfield,
and “home-grown lovelies”
from private gardens. A de-
licious assortment of home-
baked desserts and breads
will also be sold. The event is
held rain or shine.

The Church is also seek-
ing vendors for their annual
Tag and Craft sale to coin-
cide with the Plant and Bake
Sale. Spaces on the Hard-
wick Common will be offered
for $35 each. Applications
may be obtained by contact-
ing Marguerite at: mcrevierl.
mc@gmail.com or 413-477-
6942

Please reserve your space
early. All are welcome!

M.A.S.S. Academic Excellence Award.

to one another.

EXCELLENCE

I from page 1

to Chloe LaRoche of Belcher-
town with Superintendent
Brian Cameron, Alexis Lapite
of Granby with Interim Super-
intendent Mary Jane Rickson,
Jordan Wetherall of Pathfind-
er Tech with Superintendent
Eric Duda, Norah Schwenker
of Quaboag Regional with
Superintendent Stephen Duff,
Shelby Hogan of Ware with
Superintendent Michael Lo-
vato, Jenna Ghrear of Palmer
with Superintendent Matthew
Francis and Molly Szado of
Monson with Interim Super-

Recipients of the M.A.S.S. Academic Excellence Award, families, and friends stand proudly next

Pathfinder Tech Student Jordan Wetherall smiles with family

and Superintendent Eric Duda.

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Award Recipient Jordan Wetherall and Superintendent of
Pathfinder Eric Duda take a moment to pose for a photo.
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Quaboag Valley
Community Development Corporation
and Business Assistance Corporation

Business Development
Services

Workshops and 1:1 Services
Marketing
Bookkeeping/QuickBooks
Cash Flow Projections
Writing a Business Plan
and more ...

Contact Lindsay Aucoin at:
Lindsaya@qvcdc.org or 413-497-4409

This institution is an equal opportunity provider

USDA /c;}

— ’.z‘ -»:.:J

QVvCDC.org
23 West Main Street, Ware MA 01082

ﬂ‘ MassDevelopment

Growth Capital Division

Seeking a motivated
Personal Insurance

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

intendent Roland Joyal Jr.”

Beginning with an open-
ing speech, Duda talked about
the award, the tradition of the
dinner event and recognizing
the common goal of all the
school administrators and su-
perintendents.

“It’s a true honor to be
here this evening with all of
you in this room, not only
because we are among some
incredibly talented students
from each of the towns, but
also with families and we
are together. This nine-town
region, with the superinten-
dents and administrators from

each of the towns that belong
to this district together in a
room like this, it’s a special
time,” said Duda.

The meal consisted of
corn chowder, salad with
cranberries and pecans, a
choice of red wine braised
beef or grilled garlic shrimp,
with an option of house-
made carrot cake or choco-
late pot de creme for dessert.
The event began after dinner,
starting by honoring Belcher-
town and finishing with Mon-
son, each student was called
and described for their hard
work and dedication to their

KR

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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education.

Duda said, “This is a tra-
dition that’s been going on for
decades, exactly how we are
doing this tonight. The former
Superintendent Dr. Gerald L.
Paist came here right when
this school opened in ‘73
to “74 and stayed with this
school for nearly 50 years.
When I came here as super-
intendent four years ago, one
of the things I wanted to con-
tinue was this tradition, it was
special to him. It was special
to the towns and special to
me, [ remember sitting in this
room when I was a student
in the 90’s. We have friends
and colleagues among us, I'm
looking at the administrators
and superintendents, I know
each of you in this room. The
big common cause is we are
all about the students and I
know that for a fact every-
body in this room, the parents
did a wonderful job and we
are happy that you brought
these wonderful young adults
to us tonight.”

Academic Director of
Pathfinder Tech Dan Whalley
was pleased with the event.

“We’re very happy and
proud to have all these re-
markable students from our
surrounding towns come here
and we are happy to celebrate
them,” Whalley said. “We are
proud to host this every year
and to celebrate what is truly
important and that’s the suc-
cess of the students.”

HAMPDEN SEPTIG

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

crour | ENGLAND

INSURANCE | BENEFITS | RETIREMENT | HR

Manager in

East Longmeadow Time To Get

Your Septic
Pumped,
Call To
Book Now!

WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

Pumping ° Installation  Title 5 Inspections * Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS ¢ FULLY INSURED ¢ FAMILY OWNED

266-2916

Would you like to be treated as family while
receiving outstanding benefits?

Come Work With Us!

Competitive Salary e Flexible in-office schedules
Holiday Pay ® Generous Benefit Offerings

603 North Main Street ® 413-858-2680

24/7 Emergency Service

Email your resume to: kcaporale@hilbgroup.com (413) 374-1322
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Business

Country Bank welcomes
Liz Chrystal as the V.P.
of Project Management

REGION—
Country Bank, a
leading  full-ser-
vice financial in-
stitution  serving
Central and West-
ern Massachu-
setts, is pleased
to announce the
appointment  of
Liz Chrystal as the
new Vice Presi-
dent of Project Management.
Liz’s appointment represents
an important step in the
Bank’s continued focus on
operational excellence and
strategic growth.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Liz to the Country
Bank team. Her extensive
experience across financial
services and healthcare,
combined with her passion
for project leadership and
community impact, makes
her an excellent fit for this
role,” said Miriam Siegel,
Chief Culture & Develop-
ment Officer. “Liz’s strong
commitment to innovation
with focus on execution
while providing superior
customer engagement aligns
with our Corporate Values
of Integrity, Service, Team-
work, Excellence, and Pros-
perity. We are confident that
her skills and leadership will
enhance our project man-
agement function and capa-
bilities driving our strategic
initiatives forward.”

Liz brings over 16 years
of project management ex-
perience to her role, includ-
ing the last two years in the
financial services industry.
She earned her Bachelor of
Arts in Liberal Studies with
a concentration in Business
Administration and Man-
agement and holds a Project

Management  Professional
(PMP) certification from
Bryant University.

Liz Chrystal

Her  career
began in project
management roles
across a variety
of sectors, includ-
ing  commercial
healthcare and IT
professional  ser-
vices for govern-
ment agencies.
She later served
on the IT executive
leadership team at Baystate
Health, a five-site integrated
health system headquartered
in Springfield, MA. Most
recently, Liz was part of the
senior leadership team at a
financial services company
where she led the Enterprise
Project Management Office
(EPMO), Customer Success,
and Business Solutions divi-
sions.

Liz’s dedication to qual-
ity and excellence has been
recognized throughout her
career, including receiving
the SHINE Award from Bos-
ton Medical Center Health-
Net Plan for her work in in-
tegrity and quality assurance.

“Joining Country Bank
is an exciting opportunity
to help shape the future of
project management within
an organization that values
innovation and communi-
ty,” said Liz Chrystal. “T am
eager to contribute to the
bank’s continued growth and
to support the positive im-
pact it makes throughout the
region.”

In addition to her pro-
fessional contributions, Liz
actively supports her local
community through regular
donations to the Springfield
Rescue Mission and the
Cupboard Pantry in West
Springfield. She resides in
Westfield, MA, and is deep-
ly committed to making a
difference in Western Massa-
chusetts.

Northeast large scale train show

PALMER—The North-
east Large Scale Train Show
will take place on May 3 & 4,
2025 at the Eastern State Ex-
position fairgrounds in West
Springfield, Massachusetts.

The show includes op-
erating large scale railroads,
exhibits by the major manu-
facturers of large scale model
railroad equipment - locomo-
tives, track, rolling stock, and
scenery - as well as clinics
on all aspects of large scale
railroad construction, mainte-
nance, and operation.

The Amherst Railway
Society also sponsors the
Railroad Hobby Show each
January at Eastern States Ex-

position. The Railroad Hobby
Show is America’s largest
railroad-themed trade show.

Girlie’s Cakes opens up first storefront

Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER—Alysse Da-
vis, owner and baker at Girl-
ie’s Cakes, has taken a giant
step toward sharing her pas-
sion for homemade desserts
with the local community.
In March of this year, the
Tolland, CT, resident, origi-
nally from Monson, opened
a storefront at 1605 N Main
St, Palmer, located in the De-
pot Plaza. The move allows
Davis to expand her growing
business, offering her popular
custom cakes and desserts to
a broader audience.

Davis, who has been
baking since the age of 10
and worked in bakeries for
most of her life, decided to
establish Girlie’s Cakes a few
years ago. She initially began
selling her homemade goods
at farmer’s markets, building
a loyal following before ven-
turing into the physical loca-
tion in Palmer.

“I wanted to spread my
desserts to more people,’
Davis said, speaking about
her decision to open a shop
in such a prime location. “I
thought it would be great to
have a place on a main road
where there’s lots of foot traf-
fic and actual traffic.”

Girlie’s Cakes offers a va-
riety of baked goods, includ-
ing custom cakes for special
occasions and a wide selec-
tion of gluten-free and vegan
options. Customers can place
orders by contacting Davis di-
rectly at 413-537-7284 or by
visiting the store’s Facebook
page, Girlie’s Cakes-Alysse.

One of the most pop-
ular items on the menu are
the Cinnamon Roll Blondie
Bars, along with the Apple
Pie Crumble Bars and Peanut
Butter Cup Cupcakes. Excit-
ingly, Davis is also planning
to introduce macarons to her
selection in the near future,
further diversifying her offer-
ings.

With several customers
inquiring about sugar-free
desserts for diabetic individu-
als, Davis has been exploring
the possibility of adding sug-
ar-free options to her menu.

1292 PARK ST.

STIHL ®Husqvarna &
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY

PALMER, MA 01069
Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

.,[:)'.

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

e

]

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
i Girlie’s Cakes confectionery shop located at 1605 N. Main
Street in Palmer

Alysse Davis, owner of Girl-
ie’s Cakes, is waiting to serve
you her sweet treats.

The apple pie gluten free crumble bars, one of their more
popular items.

Peanut Butter Cup Cupcakes,
one of the most bought items.

current favorite dessert I of-
fer is the gluten-free double
chocolate chip cookies.” She
also promises her customers,
“There will always be new
flavors every week and there
is a dessert for everyone and
every occasion to make things
sweet.”

Girlie’s Cakes is quick-
ly becoming a local favorite,
with its commitment to quali-
ty, creativity, and community.
Be sure to stop by the new
location and discover what
makes Alysse Davis’s des-
serts so special.

For more information or
to place an order, visit Girlie’s
Cakes-Alysse on Facebook or
call 413-537-7284.

food license. However, she
is working on plans to in-
stall a commercial kitchen in
the back of the store, which
would allow her to bake fresh
goods on-site. This addition
would also enable her to ex-
tend store hours and stream-
line her operations.

To meet the growing de-
mand, Davis is also on the
lookout for part-time em-
ployees to help sell the baked
goods in the store, so she can
focus more on the baking it-
self. Anyone interested in
joining the team can reach out
to Davis or stop by the store
during business hours for
more information.

As for Davis’s favorite
dessert to bake, she said, “My

Her mother, who has been
instrumental in supporting
Davis throughout her journey,
has been experimenting with
sugar-free desserts that could
potentially be added to Girl-
ie’s Cakes’ offerings in the
future.

Looking ahead, Davis
has plans to expand the scope
of her business by adding a
“Love Your Locals” section
to the shop. This would fea-
ture homemade goods from
other small businesses in the
community, fostering collab-
oration and supporting local
entrepreneurs.

At the moment, Davis
operates without an on-site
kitchen in Palmer but holds
commercial

an  at-home

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

e Stump Grinding
¢ Bohcat Work

¢ Furnace Wood
e Firewood $275/cord

e Lot Clearing ¢ Storm work

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
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© theroadhousecafe

.

theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

)

RC

Local ingredients
Fresh creations

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

The Roadhouse Cafe is Now
Under New Management

Enjoy your old favorites with some new touches
NOW OPEN DAILY FROM 7 AMTO 1 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates
y

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET!
USDA INSP_BONELESS

GENTER CUT

INFLATION %

PORK LOIN cur ree... 42 e

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

, =T LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BUTTERBALL

4’
USDA INSP._ ‘.,.5, -
FRESH BONE IN\ 2 )») TURKEYS s1 %

BEEF RIBEYE

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK HAM (LEG) . S

CuT

FREE OR HALF

g2

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN $1 59
Ib

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PREMIUM
CLEANED PORK

USDA INSP. BONELESS

KAYEM BUDABALL 7t

12 LB

FROM CHITTERING s oors § 9

EASTER HAMS

WHOLE PIT HAM 2t 389

USDA INSP.

TURKEY BREAST ....ooocccsssseen
FRESH BONELESS

o 2 ea Lenten Syeecials

TENDERLOIN USDA INSP. FROZEN
KING FISH STEAKS
$108%8

W/ HEAD ORTAIL o, 9D
USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS s 99
FRESH 9 ea

HADDOCK FILLETS 2 L5 826 ues
AMERICAN USDA INSP. FROZEN
LEG OF LAMB

CUT
FREE

BUTGHER WAGON 4t

31B

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

DINNER HAM o5, 21 7

CONGH MEAT
$6|8b9

KAYEM OLD TIME  §¢;

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

SMOKED HAM .....1525,...> 1 92

cLEANED 5 LB BOXllllllll||||||||||||llllll59
USDA INSP
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
COOKED SHRIMP

HOLIDAY
PORK ROAST

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA

SALE DATES:
N J 4/10-4/16

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

FOR EASTER ....oommssss

16/20 COUNT 2.5 sn6.nn> 1 922
STUFFED W/ HAM Easter
CHEESE, PEPPERS,

BACON, OLIVES Xeprinatiold
s4 Ib

f 90 Meat Outlet@

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6  Sat. 8-3

$499

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE
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Children running through the pews in the main chapel finding
eggs.

FeIIowshlp Hall filled with friends and famlly who came out to
enjoy communlty and the pancake breakfast.

A table full of coloring supplies
and bracelet beads for Kids to
enjoy some crafts.

The Easter Bunny as
he goes around giving
Kids high fives.

Kids runmng down the aisles to make sure they can get their
eggs first.

FIRST CHURCH

I from page 1

with both decaffeinated and
caffeinated coffee, orange
juice, and water, making sure
that everyone had a refreshing
start to their day.

“We’re just happy to
offer this event as a way to
bring the community togeth-
er and celebrate the season,”’
said Pastor Holly, who was
in attendance with her fami-
ly. “The cost of the breakfast
was kept low to ensure that
it’s accessible to all, covering
only the expenses of the event
itself.”

While the event wasn’t

Mila and Remi Ford sitting on
the Easter Bunny’s throne for
pictures.

a fundraiser, the church did
encourage attendees to bring
donations for the Springfield
Rescue Mission, with re-
quests for new socks, t-shirts,
and underwear for men, wom-
en, and children. This gesture
helped spread the message of
kindness and generosity, as
the church continues to sup-
port the mission’s work with
the homeless and families in
need.

This year marked the
fifth iteration of the event, and
the hope is that it will contin-

ue for many years to come.
“It’s really heartwarming
to see this tradition grow year
after year,” said one volun-
teer. “It’s such a great way to

704 Memorial Dr.,

HANNOUS

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

10%
Extra Cash

When Cashing In
Your GOLD

& -
celebrate Eas- ?-_.1_ o -
ter with the *y’

community.”

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Pastor Holly reading Benjamin’s Box by Melody Carlson to a
group of attentive kids.

eggs. In between the
waves,  volunteers
re-hid eggs, making

— -

After (= . == . sureall the best spots
breakfast, o were stocked with
the fun contin- e .~ eggs for children
ued with arts and q S22 to find.

crafts activities, | s
including egg col-
oring. The younger
children especially
enjoyed taking pho-
tos with the Easter
Bunny, who was a
hit among all ages. |

|a
) ¥ /

A creative

= -'( ! and thoughtful ad-
" dition this year was

the face painting
station. Teenagers
Marley Carrigan
' and Jolie Wallace,

. both 15 years old,

The day’s festivi- C i volunteered  their
ties also featured a L ({ time to offer free face
special story time, ) . painting to kids of
with Pastor Holly / | / . all ages. Their ta-

reading
min’s Box by Mel-
ody Carlson to the
eager group of chil-
dren.

As the story concluded,
it was time for the highlight
of the event, the Easter Egg
Hunt. In the weeks leading
up to the hunt, volunteers had
filled over 1,500 plastic eggs
with candy. The eggs were
then hidden throughout the
church grounds and inside
the Fellowship Hall, ranging
from obvious spots for the
younger children to more
challenging locations for the
older kids.

The egg hunt was con-
ducted in waves, ensuring that
every child had an opportuni-
ty to gather a full basket of

aamlhie =

Chicopee

COLD 1sAc An All Tlme ngh'

25% Extra

When You Use Your

GOLD Towards
A New Purchase

I e e am om0 S e e B B e e

0ﬂers \Ialld at Hannoush Jewelers chleopee ONLY

Benja- | \/

H WE BUY (,()LD'

| ble quickly became

a popular spot, with

many children proud-

ly sporting colorful de-

signs by the end of the morn-
ing.

The event was a heart-
warming success, offering
fun for the entire family and
bringing the community to-
gether to celebrate Easter.
For those interested in at-
tending future events at the
First Church of Monson, the
church encourages everyone
to check out their event cal-
endar at firstchurchmonson.
org. Regular congregational
services are held at 2 High St,
Monson, and all are welcome
to join.

[
e,
-

prﬁ@? owned (0)1\0\,00)

el USTENESSS
senve you! (GOINLNLHSIC)OIN]

dventure fours of harren JEE )

Share th N/

May 3. 7- nght Bermuda Cruise...... from $1699

June 10-12....Hampton Beach Getaway.............. $529
June 28......... Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise.......... $175
July 12.......... Escape to Rockport........................ $110
July 26........ Perkins Cove for a Day.................. $110

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

PAINT STORE

46 Years and Counting...

v Interior/Exterior Paint
v Hardwood Flooring
v/ Tile & Vinyl Flooring
v Interior/Exterior Stains

Cvenything You Need te
Camplete Your Proj

JohnsPaintStore.com ¢ 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

v Wallpaper

v Carpeting

v Window Treatments
v/ ...and more

The Optical hop

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens
Designs Available

Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of
Designer Frames
For All Ages

SUNGLASSES

Maui Jim « Ray Ban

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit
& lenses for every lifestyle.

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com
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BASEBALL

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jake Beaupre looks to get the tag on Palmer’s Dylan Holbrook. - ’
p Matt Santos delivers \

to the plate for the
' i

Panthers. \
-

X e Panthers edge
| Mustangs

PALMER - In the lat- Monson last Friday after-
est installment of the Mon- noon. The Panthers scored
son-Palmer baseball rivalry, their first win of the season in
Palmer scored a 4-2 win over the victory.

i-«rm syt

s

Max Kowal
tries to

navigate the
hop.

( S
Joster Ortiz awaits a throw “ £
down to second. Brendan Hess slides safely into third.

SOFTBALL

Palmer softball w1ns

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Avi Lee gets a
glove on the
ground ball.

Pardo
makes a
throw to
first.

GRANBY - Last Thursday afternoon,
it was a marathon to the end, and despite an
eight-run bottom of the seventh, the Rams
came up short, with visiting Palmer prevailing
24-23 in softball action. For host Granby, Cas-
sie Flaherty, Katie Grabherr, and Alexis Lapite
had three hits each. Palmer got five hits from
s Lo : _ _ Ty ; Hannah Roy, and Jaydo Pardo, Jill Holbrook,
Lk S 2 ey i, A -~ Scarlett LaRose, Anna King, and Jaclyn Swi-

- — —— Anna King makes a strong throw from short ‘w ¢ t/‘ -~ atowski had three hits each. Granby is 1-2 to
Jill Holbrook sends an offering to the plate. to first. J start the season while Palmer is now 1-1.
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Mustangs trounce Ludlow in
season opener

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Curtis Or-
lik, who’s currently the Mon-
son varsity baseball coach,
didn’t graduate from Ludlow
High School, but he spent
several summers playing
baseball at Whitney Park.

Two of Orlik’s baseball
coaches were Bob Bohl and
Lou Casagrande.

A year ago, Orlik guid-
ed the Mustangs to a 9-5 win
over the Ludlow Lions at
Whitney Park.

A little bit of history was
made when the Suburban
Central Division rivals faced
each other for the first time in
the season opener on March
31.

It was the first-ever var-
sity baseball game played on
the field located behind Lud-
low High School. In front of
a large crowd, which included
both Bohl and Casagrande,
the Mustangs posted an 11-1
victory over the Lions.

“I played summer base-
ball over at Whitney Park for
five or six years when I was
younger. Those were the best
days of my entire baseball ca-
reer,” said Orlik, who gradu-
ated from Tantasqua Region-
al. “Lou Casagrande was my
John L. Sullivan coach. Bob
Bohl was my Legion coach. I
learned a lot of things about
baseball from them. Every-
body in this town loves Lou
and it was nice seeing him
at today’s game. It was also
very nice winning our season
opener. This is a very nice
complex.”

The Ludlow Sports Com-
plex also includes a new turf
football field, which opened
last fall. The baseball field
was also redone as part of
the project. The Lions junior

varsity team used to play their
home games on the old dia-
mond.

The Lions hadn’t prac-
ticed on their new infield pri-
or to facing Monson in the
season opener.

“This is a very nice base-
ball field, but it was actually
the first day that we could
use the infield,” said first-
year Ludlow head coach Cam
Rivest. “We were able to prac-
tice in the outfield a couple of
days last week. I’m not upset
that we lost today’s game. We
just need to stay positive.”

The winning pitcher in
the season opener was Mon-
son junior righthander Austin
Meacham, who allowed one
run on five hits. He had two
walks and struck out ten in
52/3 innings.

“It feels very good to win
our first game of the season,”
Meacham said. “T just threw a
lot of strikes and had a lot of
confidence in the defense be-
hind me.

Senior righty Tyler La-
bonte retired the final four
Ludlow batters.

The contest was very
close for the first five innings.

Monson took a 1-0 lead
against Ludlow sophomore
righthander Luke Stejna in
the top of the first inning.

Eighth grade DH Matt
Kowal began the contest by
drawing a walk on a 3-and-2
pitch. Junior shortstop Jake
Beaupre also walked. After
the next batter struck out,
Kowal crossed the plate fol-
lowing a throwing error by
the second baseman.

The Lions also had a
scoring chance in their first
at-bats.

Junior centerfielder
Alex Spurlock and sopho-
more catcher Nick Dion drew
walks, but Meacham got out

of the jam with a strikeout.

Ludlow standard another
runner in scoring position in
the following frame.

Monson scored two more
runs in the third inning.

Junior catcher Shane
Szado, who drew a leadoff
walk, scored on a fielding er-
ror by the shortstop.

The Mustangs other run
crossed the plate when sopho-
more third baseman Lucas Pi-
gnone hit a roller up the third
base line for a base hit.

Trailing 3-0, Ludlow had
the tying run to the plate with
two outs in the third. Once
again, Meacham ended the
threat with a strikeout.

The Mustangs built a 7-0
lead by scoring four runs in
the top of the sixth inning.

The biggest hit of that
frame was a run scoring
double by Szado, who also
scored on a throwing error.
He reached base a total of
five times in the game. Soph-
omore first baseman Kyle
Beaudry also had an RBI sin-
gle and their other run scored
on a wild pitch.

The Lions ended Mea-
cham’s shutout bid when
junior Mason Morace,who
started at shortstop before
taking over on the mound, hit
a comebacker scoring senior
pinch runner Marcus San-
chez.

Monson added four more
runs in their final at-bats be-
fore Labonte retired the side
in order in the bottom of the
seventh.

The Lions did celebrate a
7-2 home win versus Amherst
in a non-league game two
days later.

Sophomore Christian
Kochanek tossed a complete
game one-hitter for Ludlow.
He had 10 strikeouts.

Bats break out
in season opener for Pioneers

PALMER - Last Mon-
day afternoon, Pathfinder Re-
gional High School baseball
scored 13 runs in two innings
to be paced to a 15-2 win over
the High School of Science
and Technology.

The Pioneers took advan-
tage of a lot of free passes to
get staked out to the lead. The
Pioneers took nine walks and
Sci-Tech committed eight er-

rors in the game.

The Cybercats would
actually strike first with a
run in the top of the first. But
Pathfinder scored twice in the
bottom of the first to take the
lead.

Sci-Tech tied the game in
the top of the third before er-
rors and walks led to six runs
in the bottom of the third for
Pathfinder and seven runs in

the fourth.

With the huge lead, the
Pioneers were able to finish
the game off in the top of the
fifth for the mercy-rule win.

Tim Russell had a good
first outing with four innings
pitched. He allowed two runs
on five hits. Zander Auffrey
finished the game with a
scoreless fifth inning.

Railers take 3-2 win over Adirondack

WORCESTER - It can
be really hard to project the
outcome of a game between a
team that has nothing to lose
and one that has everything to
lose.

Such was the case Sat-
urday night in the match
here between the Railers and
the Adirondack Thunder.
Worcester won by a goal, of
course, 3-2. Each of the Rail-
ers’ last seven victories have
been by one goal including a
shootout triumph.

Adirondack is out of the
playoff race and using many
new faces. The Railers’ battle
for the final playoff spot in the
North Division leaves them
no margin for error.

The math is simple even
if the task is not. The Railers
have three games left, one
with Adirondack Sunday and
two at Reading next week-
end. If they win them all, they
make the playoffs with 80
points.

Saturday, the Worces-
ter scorers were Justin Gill,
Tanner Schachle and Tyler
Kobryn. Ian Pierce and Kaleb
Ergang had the Adirondack
goals. It was Pierce’s first
professional goal.

Gill scored in the first
period, Schachle in the sec-
ond and Kobryn in the third.
At one point the Railers had

a 2-0 lead, then backslid in
the second half of the second
period. Ergang scored with
10 seconds to go in the peri-
od and it was 2-2 heading into
the third.

Kobryn broke the tie with
a shot from between the cir-
cles at 14:37.

It was his ninth goal in
23 games with Worcester. Ko-
bryn had two in 18 games with
Florida this year before being
traded to the Railers and 16 in
145 career ECHL games prior
to his arrival here.

“Any time you get that
kind of production out of a
player who was kind of a
‘nothing’ trade,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said, “that definite-
ly helps, but everybody has to
fit a role and he fits his role
with that line.

“And when he gets
chances he doesn’t miss.”
Gill, in contrast, has

been a difference maker on
offense. He is 7-13-20 in 20
games with Worcester this
season and plus-11. The Rail-
ers are 12-6-2 when Gill is in
the lineup.

Schachle’s goal was his
first in a Worcester uniform to
go along with three assists.

The Railers were in
control of things until they
went on a power play half-
way through the second pe-

riod. The power play was,
in a word, inept. Momentum
turned in Adirondack’s direc-
tion and the Thunder domi-
nated the rest of the period.

“It’s not anything they
did, it’s something we did,”
Tuzzolino said of the power
play. “It’s self-inflicted. The
biggest problem with our
power play right now is that
it’s killing momentum. It’s
not just that we’re not scor-
ing, it’s killing momentum.”

Michael Bullion contin-
ued to be a momentum creator
in net, though. He stopped 22
of 24 shots and is 7-1 in his
last eight starts.

Worcester’s playoff push
is largely a result of a recent
great record at the DCU Cen-
ter. The Railers did not play
well at home during the early
part of the season but are 14-
3-2 in its last 19 games here.
That is good for a .789 win-
ning percentage.

Overall, Worcester is 24-
13-3 in its last 40 games.

The victory was the Rail-
ers’ 34th of the season and
brought them to 74 points.
They will finish above .500
for the first time 2018-19,
their second season in the
ECHL. Worcester was 32-29-
11 for 75 points that year.
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Molly Szado
Monson

Szado had four hits in Monson softball’s win
over Ludlow last Tuesday. Three of the four
hits were doubles.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Sci-
belli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail
to gscibelli@turley.com.
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Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Bogey Doubles

EAST BROOKFIELD
—The Bogey Doubles league
on Monday nights have sev-
eral weeks left of bowling.

This past week, the
team of Halbedel & Fontaine
bowled against Murphy &
Kenneson. In game one,
Murphy & Kenneson defeat-
ed Halbedel & Fontaine by
a score of 288-274. Trever
Kenneson began the match
with a 128. Aaron Fontaine
started the match with a 133
game.

In game two, Murphy &
Kenneson won by one point,
250-249. Fontaine bowled
a 132 in a losing effort. In
game three, Halbedel & Fon-
taine won by a score of 294-
253. Fontaine finished the
match with a 166 for a series
of 431.

The final score was 817-
791 in favor of Aaron Halbe-
del & Aaron Fontaine. Each
team won four points. Fon-
taine has the second high-
est series of the season; he
bowled a 432 series earlier.

The next match was
Clauson & Santora bowling
against Rando & MacDou-
gall. Clauson & Santora are
currently leading the final
round of the season with 18
wins.

In game one, Clauson
& Santora were the winners
by a score of 307-249. Tom
Clauson began the match
with a 139 and Gary Santora
started with a 123.

In game two, Rando &
MacDougall won by a score
of 306-278. Dave Rando
carried his team with a 137
in game two. Gary Santora
bowled well following up
with a 141.

In game three, Clau-
son & Santora won the last
game 289-278. Santora fin-
ished with a 134 and a series
of 398. The final score was
874-833 in favor of Clauson
& Santora.

Sandman & Marvin
bowled against Talamini &
Gravel. In game one, Talami-
ni & Gravel won by a score
of 274-269. The high game
of 113 was bowled by Tra-
vis Sandman. In game two,
Jack Talamini bowled a 131
on his team’s way to winning
game two, 292-254.

In game three, Talamini
& Gravel won the last game
268-250 for a three-game
sweep over Sandman &
Marvin. Talamini & Gravel
won eight points and the fi-
nal score was 834-773.

Pellett & Nester bowled
against two substitutes for
Clough & Gauthier. In game
one, Pellett & Nester won
by one point, 273-272. The
substitutes won again Pellett
& Nester in game two, 274-
262. In game three, the sub-
stitutes won again by a score
of 292-274.

The Substitutes won six
points with a final score of
838-8009.

Mondor &  Brayton
bowled against Renaud &
Ward. In game one, Mondor
& Brayton were victorious
by a score of 253-232. In
game two, Mondor & Bray-
ton totaled for 253 again to
win the game. In game three,
Mondor & Brayton defeated
Renaud & Ward by a score
of 271-261.

The Bogey Doubles
League has six more rounds
to go until the season is com-
plete.

Valley Wheel tryouts begin this weekend

Players looking to join
the Valley Wheel Over-28
Baseball League can attend
the tryouts beginning Sun-
day April 13. The first week-
end of tryouts was rained
out. Tryouts will take place
at 2 p.m. at Blunt Park in
Springfield.

The league, which plays
its games in Western Massa-
chusetts and Northern Con-
necticut, makes sure that
everyone gets a fair share of
the action. Everyone plays a
minimum of 4 innings in the
field, and everyone bats. The

league follows MLB rules
with some modified rules
adapted with safety in mind.

The Valley Wheel stands
apart from other leagues
across the country for this
reason:

Their league charter and
one of their main goals, is to
work toward having a league
with teams of equal strength.

The league is now seek-
ing new players to fill open
roster slots. Enjoy the com-
petition and camaraderie
with a great group of guys
who enjoy the game as much

as you do. Stay in shape and
make new friends. Be part
of something that happens
once a year, and with luck,
win a championship that
might be once in a lifetime.
Grab your glove and cleats
and join a team for a great
adventure. It’s not too late
don’t miss out; opening day
is just around the corner. For
more information, contact
Jim Nason at 413-433-4308
or visit the website www.
ValleyWheelBaseball.org

Email all
notices to
notices@turley.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

ARE NOW ONLINE

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by
newspaper title.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Maya Summers sizes up the ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Left-hander
Chelsea

Hull sends a
delivery to the
plate.

was 4-for-4 with two

se€ason.

Molly Szado makes solid contact.

/" Mustangs
come back,
take down

MONSON - Early in the season, Ludlow
High School softball has been able to put some
runs on the scoreboard, but they have had some
trouble preventing runs from scoring. Last
Tuesday, the Lions had a 5-2 lead after just
an inning and a half, but Monson came back
with a crooked number, scoring five runs in the
bottom of the second leading to a 17-9 win for
the Mustangs. Ludlow got three hits from Eris
Learned and two hits each from Ava Peczka
and Madelyn Goncalves-Korny. Chelsea Hull

RBI. Molly Szado also had four hits in the
. game, three of them doubles. Monson is
4-0 while Ludlow is 0-3 to start the

Lions

home runs and seven

Liv Harvey
reaches up and
makes a catch
in the outfield.

N
e a

1k & 2

Ella Corthell heads home on a passed ball.

OT goal lifts T-Birds over Lehigh Valley

ALLENTOWN, Pa. —
The Springfield Thunderbirds
(34-28-2-4) received a perfect
night from their netminder
and outlasted the Lehigh Val-
ley Phantoms (33-27-6-2) in a
1-0 overtime win on Saturday
night at the PPL Center. Cou-
pled with Hartford's overtime
loss in Hershey, the T-Birds'
magic number to clinch a play-
off berth has fallen to just 1.

After being pressured for
16 first-period shots on Fri-
day in Utica, Springfield was
far stingier defensively in the
opening frame against their
division foes, keeping Lehigh
Valley to just seven shots in the
first period and making things
easy for Vadim Zherenko to
keep the opponents off the
board.

Parker Gahagen had a
similarly strong start for the
Phantoms, turning away the
eight Springfield offerings that
came his way in the first 20
minutes. Furthermore, neither
team could connect on one
power-play chance each in the
opening stanza.

Springfield had its best
chance to break the scoreless
deadlock in a mad scramble
near the net in the second,
but Gahagen managed to turn
away both Dalibor Dvorsky
and Nikita Alexandrov despite
being on his belly while trying
to keep the puck out.

Lehigh Valley's closest
call came off the stick of vet-
eran Anthony Richard, who
scooted to the right side of
the slot to punch a quick at-
tack on the net after the puck
caromed in front off the end
boards. Zherenko, though, had
the answer, pushing his left leg
across for the pad save, one of
his 21 stops through 40 min-
utes. Gahagen took a 20-save
shutout into the third for Le-
high Valley.

A tentative third period
saw the teams protect the de-
fensive zone. Lehigh Valley's
door of opportunity opened
when the Phantoms earned
their second power play, but

Zherenko and the Springfield
penalty kill stiffened. With the
game just two seconds away
from overtime, the Phantoms
nearly won it in the final sec-
onds, but Zherenko flashed out
the left leg for a phenomenal
in-tight save on Zayde Wis-
dom to force the game into
overtime.

Overtime only further
showcased Zherenko's story-
book night, as Lehigh Valley
relentlessly fired chances at
the Springfield net, but none
of their eight tries found their
way past the Springfield goal-
tender.

With just a half-minute
to play in the extra period,
Dvorsky moved back into the
Phantoms zone and awaited a
trailer. Calen Addison flew in
off the Springfield bench, took

BEAT THE TARIFF PRIGE INCREASES!

43" Smart.......
Regularly $249.9

$199.99

50" HDTV...
Regularly $269.99

55" Samsung HDTV..$299.99

Regularly $349.99

65" HDTV...
Regularly $599.99

70" Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75" Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

... $399.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

- =

a drop pass, and snapped a
wrist shot through Gahagen to
finally break the ice and give
the T-Birds the overtime win
on the veteran blueliner's first
goal and point as a T-Bird.

Springfield gets a break
from game action before tak-
ing the ice on Friday inside
the Thunderdome at 7:05 p.m.
against Belleville. The Hart-
ford Wolf Pack and Hershey
Bears square off again on Sun-
day, and any Hershey victory
would punch the Thunder-
birds' ticket to the Calder Cup
Playoffs.

Fans can get their Thun-
derbirds tickets for the Calder
Cup playoff push today by
calling (413) 739-GOAL
(4625) or by visiting www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199\

Open practice rescheduled for
new Quabbin Valley players

The Quabbin Valley
Over-28 Baseball League is
looking to infuse new talent
into its league for the 2025
season.

The league is looking
for at least six more play-
ers to sign up to play in the
league this year.

The open  practice
scheduled for Sunday, April
6 was rained out. Players can
still register for the season
and the next open practice
is scheduled for Sunday,
April 13 at 10 a.m. at Beach-
grounds Park in South Had-
ley. Following that practice,
new players will be drafted
to teams in the league as the

league works to fill its open
roster spots.

Registration for the
2025 season is now open and
any interested players can go
to www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or
to seek more information
or make inquiries about the
league. The league website
will also be updated over the
next month with information
about the upcoming season.

There are many open
roster spots available in the
league for the 2025 season,
which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin on Sunday,
April 27. The league plays
most Sunday from late April

«2024

“TELE CWF EIE2 AT
SO

through mid-August with
playoffs following that. The
league plays a 15-game
schedule and typically fields
six teams each year. Games
are usually played at 10 a.m.
with fields in Easthampton
and South Hadley normally
used.

The Quabbin Valley
league is an all-abilities
league and all are welcome
to join. Eligibility is players
who are age 28 and over. You
must be 30 to be eligible to
pitch in the league. Your age
for eligibility is whatever
age you will turn in 2025.

VOTED

WORCESTER COUNTY’S

“BEST APPLIANCE STORE"
2021-2022 -2023 -2024
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SPENCER, MA
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Police/Fire

FIRE LOGS

Monson Fire
Department

Fire log for the Monson Fire
Department for the week
of March 31 to April 6. The
department responded to 21
EMS calls and 4 Fire calls.

On Tuesday, April 1 at
8:13 a.m. the department re-
sponded to 102 Main Street

for the vehicle fire. The de-
partment returned to service
at 8:30 a.m.

On Wednesday, April 2
at 12:35 p.m. the department
responded to 54 Beebe Road
for the outside fire. The de-
partment returned to service
at 1:14 p.m.

On Friday, April 4 at 4:48
p-m. the department respond-

ed to 100 Peck Brothers for
the smoke investigation. The
department returned to ser-
vice at 5:07 p.m.

On Saturday, April 5 at
11:10 a.m. the department
responded to 117 Stebbins
Road for the smoke investiga-
tion. The department returned
to service at 11:30 a.m.

.

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’'re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

opFloor

LEARNING

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your
Professional And Educational Goals

TUTORS
NEEDED

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us

For More Information 1}
413-544-6600

email: info@topfloorlearning.org

Opacum Land Trust challenges you
to get outside this April vacation

STURBRIDGE—Are
you ready for the More
Green, Less Screen Letter-
boxing Challenge? Leave
your devices behind and get
OUTSIDE this April vaca-
tion week! Explore the out-
doors while hunting for hid-
den letterboxes on properties
conserved by Opacum Land
Trust from April 19 through
April 27. It’s fun, it’s free,
and you could win prizes!

What is letterboxing
and how does it work? It’s
like a treasure hunt! Form a
team with your family, your
friends, your book club, or
even your dog — EVERY-
ONE is welcome to partic-
ipate! There will be letter-
boxes for all abilities - clues
will include an estimated
distance and difficulty so
you can choose challenges
that are right for you.

You will receive a set
of clues to 13 hidden letter-
boxes on conserved proper-
ties in Brimfield, Holland,

Monson, Southbridge, and
Sturbridge. Once you locate
a letterbox, open it up to find
a unique rubber stamp, ink
pad, and a logbook. Find-
ers bring their own logbook
(any notebook will work)
and add the Opacum stamp
to it to prove you found the
letterbox. Optionally, you
can bring your own stamp
and add it to our logbook
along with a note to future
finders.

Find at least 3 boxes be-
tween April 19 nd April 27
to be entered in a drawing
for prizes. Find more box-
es? Get more entries! Find 5
or more boxes for 2 entries.
Find 10 or more boxes for
5 entries. At the end of the
week, submit a photo of all
the stamps that you’ve col-
lected to be entered into the
drawing.

Grab your kids, your
dog, or a hiking partner,
bring your walking shoes,
and discover the fun in your

own backyard. Perfect for all
ages and abilities. For more
information and to register
for this free event visit www.
OpacumLT.org/events/  or
call our office at 508-347-
9144.

About Opacum
Land Trust:

Opacum Land Trust is
a regional, non-profit land
conservation  organization
that protects land, water,
and wildlife for current and
future generations. Founded
in 2000, Opacum currently
protects over 4,000 acres of
land and is actively working
to protect more land across
south-central Massachusetts.

Reach out to us at
Opacum Land Trust, PO
Box 233, Sturbridge, MA
01566; info@opacumlt.org,
(508) 347-9144 and check
out our website for events,
properties you can Visit,
and ways to get involved at
www.OpacumLT.org

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

HIGHWAY HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

TOWN OF WARREN

Job Opening

Do you enjoy working outdoors?

Would you like to be part of a thriving, friendly and dedicated team?

The Town of Warren Highway Department is seeking a qualified candidate for the full-time
position of Driver/Laborer/Machine Operator. The Town of Warren is committed to equal
opportunity, encourages diversity and inclusion, and believes that a positive culture of inclusion
in Town governance contributes to the Town’s overall qualities as a great place to live and work.

We welcome all to apply.

Salary: Starting at $23.28 per hour with the potential of going to $24.78 per hour on July 1st.

Hours: M-Thurs., 6:00am — 4:00pm, - April 1 — Nov. 30
M-F 6:00am — 2:00pm, - Dec. 1 — March 31

Overtime is required for: emergency calls and including during snow and ice storms.
Required Licensing/Certification: Possession of a valid 2B Hoisting License and MA Class B CDL.

Applicants: To be considered for this vacancy, please submit a cover letter and resume by

no later than 4:00 pm on Thursday April 10th, 2025. Resumes will be accepted via email to
Jeremy Olson at olson@warren-ma.gov, or dropped off to: Town of Warren Highway Department
87 Brimfield Rd, Warren, MA 01083 or mailed to: Warren Highway Department P.0. Box 628,

Warren, MA 01083.

For a complete job description please visit the Town’s website www.warren-ma.gov.

*
5

*

> Parents,
Grandparents

& Friends

SPECIAL!
Honor Your G aduaie

We are offering a great deal for you to HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue. 2 x 3 Advertisement
Submit a photo and a brief message.
Congratulations
2 X 3 Black & White Graduation Ad Karly Smith!
We ar~o
Re rice very p%( 3
‘ SPECIAL $55.00 Jou ansyour
accomplishments.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 14th Good luck
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: at Springfield
dflynn@turley.com Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 Coﬂege!

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name,
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS -

*

Love Dad. Mom ¢ John

24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 -

413.283.8393
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Obituaries

Catherine M.
(Marhelewicz) Bousquet

Catherine M.

(Marhelewicz)
Bousquet, 71,
passed away on

April 4, 2025, with
her husband and
son by her side at
Baystate  Medical
Center. She was the
beloved wife of Da-
vid Bousquet and
loving mother to her
son, Marc Bousquet both of
Bondsville. She is also sur-
vived by her brother, Stephen
Marhelewicz, and his wife Di-
ane of Palmer and her sister-
in-law, Christina Bousquet of
Wakefield, RI and three niec-
es, and one nephew. She was
predeceased by her parents,
Chester and Alice (Stachur-
ski) Marhelewicz.

Born on Nov. 21, 1953,
in Palmer, MA, Catherine
grew up in Three Rivers be-
fore moving to Bondsville
in 1980, where she lived for
the rest of her life. She had
a distinguished career as
an Information Architect at

MassMutual  In-
surance ~ Compa-
ny for 34 years,
retiring in  2009.
She was a grad-
uate of Simmons
College in Boston,
class of 1975 and
was valedictorian
of her graduating
high school class of
1971.

Catherine had a passion
for reading and found great
joy in diving into her favor-
ite books. She also enjoyed
watching  British  murder
mysteries and spent many ful-
filling hours working in her
beloved flower garden.

All services will be pri-
vate. The arrangements have
been entrusted to Beers &
Story Palmer Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to St. Jude’s
Hospital for Children or to the
Dana Farber in her memory.
For more information, please
visit www.beersandstory.com

Lawrence (Larry) Ochs

Lawrence (Lar-
ry) Ochs, age 83, of
Three Rivers, MA,
passed away on
April 2, 2025, with
his loving family
by his side. He was
born on February
25, 1942, to William
and Irene (Barter)
Ochs, and proudly
served his country
in the U.S. Navy during the
Vietnam Era.

Larry began his profes-
sional journey working for
Guaranty Loan, but his true
passions led him to pursue
a career in sales. He tran-
sitioned to freelancing as
a painter before opening a
woodstove and chimney busi-
ness. However, it was his
work at Zep Inc. that he tru-
ly loved. Larry dedicated 20
years to the company, retiring
in 2015. After his retirement,
he continued to share his ex-
pertise as a sales representa-
tive for Algonquin.

In addition to his profes-
sional achievements, Larry
was a man of many passions.
He was a devoted practitioner
of Transcendental Medita-
tion and enjoyed the peace it
brought him. A lover of na-
ture, he enjoyed hunting and
fishing, as well as time spent
on Cape Cod. He cherished

swimming in the
Nantucket Sound
and relished every
opportunity to visit
the beach.

Larry was the
beloved husband of
63 years to Carol
(Pelletier) Ochs of
Three Rivers. He
was a loving father
to Larry Ochs Jr.
and the late Shawshee of Lud-
low, Angela Rice and David
of Thorndike, and John Ochs
and Chrissy of Thorndike. He
was the proud grandfather of
seven grandchildren and sev-
en great-grandchildren, with
one more on the way. Larry
is also survived by three sib-
lings: Kathy Pare, Cynthia
Johnson, and Suzanne Ples-
cia.

He was predeceased by
his parents, William and Irene
(Barter) Ochs, and his sib-
lings: Danny, Billy, Stephen,
and Virginia Ochs.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations be
made to the Veterans Home
in Holyoke, 110 Cherry St.,
Holyoke, MA 01040. All ser-
vices are private and Beers &
Story Palmer Funeral Home
was entrusted with the ar-
rangements. For more infor-
mation visit beersandstory.
com

Rural Farming
forum to be held

REGION — The Brim-
field Democratic Committee
encourages all interested farm-
ers to attend the “Rural Farm-
ing Forum” on Monday, April
14 from 5 to 7:30 pm.

Speak with agencies and
organizations supporting local
farmers including Quaboag
Valley Food Policy Council,
The Carrot Project, East Quab-
bin Land Trust, Massachusetts
Department of Agricultural
Resources, Hardwick Farmer’s
Coop, and more.

The keynote speaker is
Anne Gobi, Massachusetts Di-
rector of Rural Affairs. The fo-
rum will be held at the Grand

Room, second floor, West
Brookfield Town Hall.
For more information,

contact Eric von Bleicken,
chair of the West Brookfield
Board of Selectmen, at evon-
bleicken @ wbrookfield.com.

Catherine Marie “Cathy” (Carlson) Day

Catherine Marie
“Cathy” (Carlson) Day, 56,
passed away in her home on
March 31, 2025, surround-
ed by family and friends af-
ter a brave 2 1/2 year battle
with breast cancer. Cathy
was born on April 9, 1968 in
Springfield, MA. The daugh-
ter of Paul S. and Donna
M. (McGarry) Carlson, she
graduated from Chicopee
High School in 1986.

Cathy’s life changed
forever in September 1988,
when on a blind date, she met
the love of her life, Jeffrey
A. Day. Cathy and Jeff were
married on July 21, 1990.
Cathy continued her educa-
tion at Bay Path University,
earning her Associates and
Bachelors Degrees in Busi-
ness. Cathy was a dedicated
employee at Mass Mutual
in Springfield, for 26 years,
working in Human Resourc-
es. Most recently, she worked
for Legrand, North America
before retiring.

Cathy loved reading and
playing cards, and she played
to win! She was an avid trav-
eler, camper and shopper.
Cathy loved her camp fami-
ly at Village Green in Brim-
field, where she and Jeff
spent their entire summers.
Her fine jewelry, which Jeff
referred to as “trinkets and
baubles”, were a staple of
her everyday fashion and
most often worn with some
shade of pink. On many
occasions, you would find
Cathy working on building
Legos, especially her flower
sets. No matter the time of
year, when the TV was on
you could rest assured that

it was a Hallmark
Christmas movie...
and the suspense
as to how it would
end was, well,
nonexistent. Cathy
had a great love
for dogs, especial-
ly Jake, Molly and
her sleeping buddy
Scooby.  Scooby
stayed close by Cathy when-
ever she received chemo
treatments. One of Cathy’s
legacies will be the amazing
family and friends Holiday
gatherings. Her delectable
sweet potato casserole was
always a hit! Lest we not for-
get, her and Jeff’s epic and
awesome Halloween parties!
The yard and home interior
were transformed into fabu-
lous, creepy and dreamlike
Halloween fantasy lands.
Family and friends spent
months planning and prepar-
ing their glad rags in hope
of taking home the top cos-
tume of the night. It was tru-
ly an honor to be voted into
the top 3 by all the guests!
Cathy touched many lives in
SO many ways, too many to
mention. If you knew Cathy,
consider yourself blessed.
Cathy was predeceased
by her brother Jimmy, her
niece Angela Santiago, and
her mother-in-law Linda,
with whom she is now dress
shopping with in Heaven.
She heard there was a BOGO
sale going on! Cathy was
so loved and will be deep-
ly missed by her husband
of over 34 years, Jeffrey A.
Day, Sr.; their children, Re-
becca and Jeffrey, Jr. and his
partner Jessica Jorge; and her

granddaughter, Sa-
vannah Marie Day.
She leaves behind
her mother, Don-
na; her father, Paul;

brother, Michael
Jasmin, his wife
Kellis, and their

children Holly and
Jon; brother, Joe
Carlson, his wife
Heather and their children
Ricky, Lauren, Libby, Sa-
mantha, Paul and Christian;
brother, Charlie, his wife
Linda and their daughter
Emily; and her sister, Aman-
da. Cathy also leaves her
father-in-law, Forris B. Day
Sr.; brother-in-law, Butch
Day, his wife Renee and
their children Aaron, Sam
and Christine; brother-in-
law, Scott C. Day, his wife
Catherine and their children
Meghan, Aidan, and God-
daughter Kathleen; brother-
in-law, Eric and his wife Er-
ica; sister-in-law Tammy, her
children Devin and Josh, and
her Goddaughter Shavonne
Santiago.

Visitation will be held
on April 11, 2025 from 3 to
7 p.m. at the Beers & Story
Palmer Funeral Home. A cel-
ebration of Catherine’s life
will be scheduled for a fu-
ture date. For those wishing,
donations in Cathy’s name
can be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital by
visiting stjude.org or to Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute
by visiting dana-farber.org.
Please visit www.afterall.
com/obituaries/d-20015653
to extend online condolences.

Richard H. Stanton ~ 1924-2025

BRIMFIELD—Rich-
ard H Stanton, 100, born on
April 25, 1924, in Palmer,
MA, passed away peacefully
at home on April 1, 2025. He
lived a full and vibrant life
dedicated to his family and
his passions.

Richard retired from
Rathbone Corporation in
Palmer, MA after many
years. He also honorably
served in the U.S. Army
during World War 11, a time
he remembered with pride
throughout his life.

One of Richard’s proud-
est accomplishments was
building his own home in
Brimfield, where he lived
since 1955. He cherished
this place, filled with memo-
ries and moments of joy with
family and friends.

He was known for his
love of gardening, where he
grew the most amazing veg-

“Join the team that does more'b'y
‘9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new careerin 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

Nesco SaLes™e-

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

RS #1688

and after repairs

e All vehicles are sanitized before

91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283-6403 www.nescoautobody.com

¢ Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available
e Collision Specialists

Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines
We Handle ALL Insurance Claims e

=

etables that were
admired by all.
Alongside that,
he enjoyed wood-
working and spent
countless  hours
making wood-
en toys. His love
for the outdoors
included turkey
and deer hunt-
ing, activities that
brought him peace and hap-
piness.

Richard is survived by
his two sons, Richard H.
Stanton Jr and his wife Mel-
anie, and Michael E. Stan-
ton; his daughters Lorraine
“Dolly” Goodreau and her
husband Lawrence, Heidi
A. Deschenes and her hus-
band Andre, and Becky E.
Stockman. He was a proud
grandfather to sixteen grand-
children and had many
great-grandchildren, all of
whom he loved dearly.

He was preceded in
death by his loving wife

Lorraine R (Blake)
Stanton and his
daughter Sally B.
Smith. Richard
will be remem-
bered for his kind
spirit, dedication to
his family, and the
wonderful legacy
he leaves behind.

Services have
been entrusted to
Lombard Funeral Home of
Monson. A graveside service
with Military Honors was
held Monday, April 7, 2025
at 11 a.m. at Brimfield Cem-
etery in Brimfield.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial contributions may
be made to: Baystate Hos-
pice, 30 Capital Drive, West
Springfield, MA 01089 or
Here Today Adopted Tomor-
row 180 Sturbridge Road,
Brimfield, MA 01010.

For online condolences
please visit www.lombardfu-
neralhome.com
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(Marhelewicz) Bousquet
Died April 4, 2025

Services are private

Beers & Story Funeral Home

Gatherine Marie “Cathy”
(Carison) Day

Died March 31, 2025
Services April 11, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Lawrence (Larry) Ochs
Died April 2, 2025

Services are private

Beers & Story Funeral Home

Richard H. Stanton
Died April 1, 2025
Services April 7, 2025
Lombard Funeral Home

The Journal Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications

offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

Custom Design Work
Cleaning ** Markers

Benches

Statues

Plot Maintenance

On-Site Lettering < Restorations

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

413-589-7588 Fax

Cemetery Signage

413-531-5360

Vases
Granite Signs

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Tues. T0am - 4pm - Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 2863-3330 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

We are celebrating our

Hours:

HoPE 10 SEE YOU THERE
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins, hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

| SERVICES

A B Hauling and
o=— Removal Service

5=

2x**xx*xxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. Cell (413) 330-
3682.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups,
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties.

Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING
Highest quality, lowest price. Serving the
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mowing,
Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups.

(413) 330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete,
masonry. Free esimate.

Call 978-257-8237.
Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

o=

M

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment |-

FROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

FZ=G ST A A 47549
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-34-8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
‘ﬁ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
- www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

BBB
WS

i - e
raGmzEn

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing in
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs.
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

The Town of Huntington is seeking
a full-time Chief of Police. $75,000
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to
apply is 4/28/2025. Town of Huntington is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/

Classified
Advertising

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT 2 PM

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

5 il

-
S

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A MR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 Brnse | 22 Bz | 23 e B om0
%5 Betonn | 26 Beotsom| 27 Beszos0| 28 Bean00
29 Begsosn | 30 S| 31 P | 32 ]
33 Bt | 34 4 IR Beessss0| 36 B sac0
37 Besgaany | 38 Bisne| 39 Begnn| 40 B a0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: a MasterCard 4 VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash [ Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

e

e
WEsT NORTH

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Library Director

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a
Library Director to join our team.
For application and more info. visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 4/25/2025

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO AND
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

*Heat and hot water included
*Ample Closets
*Fully Applianced
*Community Room
eLaundry Facilities
*Cats Welcome
Extra Storage
*24 Hour Maintenance
For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill,
Ware, MA

)

2

WITH THE CLASSTFIEDS!
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Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate

and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0526EA
Estate of:

Frank Oscar Gerle
Also known as:
Frank O Gerle

Date of Death:01/02/2025

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL

ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Ronald C Klisiewicz of Mon-
son, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Ronald C Klisiewicz of Mon-
son, MA be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/17/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 20, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division

Docket No.
HD25P0526EA
Estate of:

Frank Oscar Gerle
Also Known As:
Frank O. Gerle

Date of Death:
January 2, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Ronald C.
Klisiewicz of Monson, MA.

Ronald C. Klisiewicz of
Monson, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal

procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

04/10/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Monson
Conservation Commission

Under the requirements of
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, April 23, 2025
at 7:20 PM in the Large Meet-
ing Room, Town Office Building,
110 Main St., Monson, MA. Un-
der consideration is a Request for
Determination of Applicability to
determine if the work associated
with the replacement of an exist-
ing deck including new footings
in the buffer zone for the prop-
erty located at 3 Lakeside Drive,
identified as Assessor’s Map 075,
Parcel 111, is subject to the Wet-
lands Protection Act. The Appli-
cants are Ibrahim & Susan Azar.

Submitted by:
Monson Conservation
Commission
04/10/2025

Town of Wales
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

n accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act, Chapter 131,
Section 40, a Public Hearing will
be held by the Wales Conserva-
tion Commission on April 17th,
2025, at the Wales Senior Cen-
ter (Old Stafford Rd. Wales,
MA) at 6:00 PM, for a Notice of
Intent filed by John & Constance
Tierinni, located at 21 Shore Dr.
Wales, MA 01081. This applica-
tion is for the proposed replace-
ment of crumbling retaining wall
and install drainage to improve
water retention, please see the
town website under Conservation
Commission for updates or email
conservation @townofwales.net
with any questions or concerns. X
04/10/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Monson
Conservation Commission

Under the requirements of
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, April 23, 2025
at 7:40 PM in the Large Meet-
ing Room, Town Office Build-
ing, 110 Main St., Monson, MA.
Under consideration is a Notice
of Intent for renovations to an ex-
isting warehouse building, instal-
lation of parking & storage yard
facilities, utilities, stormwater
management system, and land-
scaping within Riverfront Area
for the property located at 132
Bethany Rd, identified as Asses-
sor’s Map 111, Parcel 073. The
Applicant is National Grid.

Submitted by:
Monson Conservation
Commission
04/10/2025

Town of Monson
Zoning Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter
40A M.G. L. §.11, the Monson
Zoning Board of Appeals will
hold a Public Hearing Thurs-
day, April 24th, 2025 at 7:05
P.M. in the Select Board meeting
room at the Town Administration
Building, 110 Main Street on the
application of Ronald Florek 149
Stafford Road, Monson, MA for
a special permit as provided by
§6.6 Earth Removal of the Mon-
son Zoning Bylaws to conduct
an Earth Removal operation. The
property is zoned Rural Residen-
tial and located at 149 Stafford
Road, Map 80, Parcel 21 and
Map 101 Parcel 2. A copy of the
application is on file in the Office
of the Town Clerk, Zoning Board
of Appeals and is available for
viewing during regular office
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
Case No: ZBA2025-02
04/10, 04/17/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Monson
Conservation Commission

Under the requirements of
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, April 23, 2025
at 7:30 PM in the Large Meet-
ing Room, Town Office Building,
110 Main St., Monson, MA. Un-

der consideration is a Request for
Determination of Applicability to
determine if the work associated
with test pits and soil borings in
Bordering Land Subject to Flood-
ing within the ROW for Bunyan
Rd and for the property located
at 70 Palmer Rd, identified as
Assessor’s Map 111, Parcel 067,
is subject to the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act. The Applicant is Fuss &
O’Neill. Property owner is Golf
Two Enterprises, Inc.
Submitted by:
Monson Conservation
Commission
04/10/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Monson
Conservation Commission

Under the requirements of
M.G.L. Chapter 131 §40, the
Monson Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, April 23, 2025
at 7:50 PM in the Large Meet-
ing Room, Town Office Build-
ing, 110 Main St., Monson, MA.
Under consideration is a Request
for Determination of Applicabil-
ity to confirm the boundaries of
wetland resource areas within the
CSX railroad right-of-way from
the Wilbraham town line near
Route 20 to Palmer town line
near Route 20, under the Wet-
lands Protection Act. The Appli-
cant is CSX Transportation, Inc.

Submitted by:

Monson Conservation
Commission
04/10/2025

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 25 SM 000872
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Joshua Labarre

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
c. 50 § 3901 (et seq)

NewRez LLC d/b/a Shell-
point Mortgage Servicing

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Palmer, numbered 97 Laurel
Road, given by Joshua Labarre
to “MERS”, Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems,
Inc., a separate corporation
that is acting solely as nominee
for PFN Lending Group, Inc.,
“Lender”; and its successors
and assigns, dated December
20, 2022, and registered in the
Hampden County Registry Dis-
trict of the Land Court as Doc-
ument No. 232,650 and noted on
Certificate of Title No. 40100,
and now held by Plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 5/5/2025 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper,
Chief Justice of this Court on
3/24/2025

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
04/10/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0701EA
Estate of:
Richard Raymond
Padykula, Sr.
Date of Death: 10/31/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has

been filed by Richard R Pa-
dykula, Jr. of Deltona, FL re-
questing that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Richard R Padykula, Jr. of
Deltona, FL. be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/02/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 04, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section 5
M.G.L. the Planning Board will
hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, April 28th, 2025 at 7:00
p-m. in the Town Hall Admin-
istration Building 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider
amending the Town of Palm-
er Zoning Map for a change of
zoning districts from the Ru-
ral Residential District to the
Neighborhood Business District.
Two parcels are affected by this
zoning amendment, specifically
3090-3092 Palmer Street (Map
29 Lot 1) and 3098 Palmer Street
(Map 24 Lot 4).

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Michael Marciniec, Chairman
04/10, 04/17/2025

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40A, Section 5
M.G.L. the Planning Board will
hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, April 28th, 2025 at 7:15
p-m. in the Town Hall Admin-
istration Building 4417 Main
Street, Palmer, MA to consider
amending the Town of Palmer
Zoning Map for a change of zon-
ing districts from the Town Res-
idential District to the Highway
Business District. Two parcels on
Park St. are affected by this zon-
ing amendment, specifically Map
55 Lot 143 and Map 55 Lot 145.

A copy of the application may
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard
on the application can contact
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).

Michael Marciniec, Chairman
04/10, 04/17/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0691EA
Estate of:
Thomas J Reed
Also known as:
Thomas John Reed
Date of Death: 01/22/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Jeffrey J Reed of
Wales, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Jeffrey J Reed of Wales, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/01/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 03, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25C0091CA
In the matter of:
Annabelle June Rusk
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been filed
by Annabelle June Rusk of
Monson, MA requesting that
the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to:
Thomas Wade Rusk
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
04/25/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you

must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.
Date: March 28, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

Commonwealth of

Massachusetts

The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.

HD25P0732PM

In the matter of:
Eileen Bruni

Of: Palmer, MA

RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor)
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT OF
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER

PROTECTIVE ORDER

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304 & §5-405

To the named Respondent
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed
by Alfred P Bruni of Palmer,
MA in the above captioned mat-
ter alleging that Eileen Bruni
is in need of a Conservator or
other protective order and
requesting that Alfred P Bruni
of Palmer, MA (or some other
suitable person) be appointed as
Conservator to serve Without
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
disabled, that a protective order
or appointment of a Conservator
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate.
The petition is on file with this
court.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 a.m. on the return date of
05/06/2025. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M.
Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 08, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.




PAGE 16

April 10, 2025

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Left to right, Maeve, Rachel Morissette, and Kaylee Robinson

smile with the Easter Bunny.

A group photo of the T.R.E.D.

Association members, volunteers,

and Ladies Auxiliary members

who made this pancake breakfast

THREE RIVERS

I from page 1

that tradition. That’s how
I became involved within
the association. We work so
closely together with the fire
department and all the activi-
ties that they do, our purpose
is to support them, help them
in their fundraising, and if
there are brush fires we are
there for food and water to
support them. Most people
who join have some connec-
tion to a firefighter, but you
don’t have to. We welcome
anybody to join, as long as
they’re willing to do things
to support the station and be
of assistance when needed,”
said Turner.

By purchasing a ticket,
the breakfast included pan-

LOso

e deral

possible.

cakes, sausage, coffee, tea,
and most importantly, a pic-
ture with the Easter Bunny.
Chief Stephen Nodurf of the
T.R.ED. who’s been with the
department for almost five
years, discussed the gratify-
ing work he does daily, the
importance of a small town
community, and the tradition
of their pancake breakfast.

“It’s gratifying to be in
this fire department for al-
most 5 years. I like being
able to serve and help, you
get to do that here. Three
Rivers is a nice and quiet
village, there’s a real histo-
ry of community, a sense of
community. I enjoy working
here,” said Nodurf.

With a history of ser-
vice, from high school go-
ing into the military, Nodurf

CREDIT UNION
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A group photo in front of the fire department’s brush truck with

Private Hoy, Private Robinson, Chief Nodurf, Cadet Nowicki, Pri-
vate Zglobicki, and Private Press who need the community’s
votes on Apr. 28 to use the vehicle.

S

worked in hospice and even-
tually the opportunity of
being part of the fire depart-
ment arose. Continuing to
talk about his work, “There’s
not many jobs where you get
to show up on somebody’s
absolute worst day and make
it better for them somehow.
Aside from events like this,
referring to the Easter pan-
cake breakfast, people don’t
generally come over to the
station. Generally, they’re
normally calling us because
something’s  wrong and
they’re calling us to take care
of it.”

The station was decorat-
ed for Easter, the tables and
chairs set up for families to
eat their breakfast, and the
Easter Bunny was sitting pa-
tiently for kids to say hello.

Nodurf continued, “On
days when it’s nicer, we’ll
take you through the trucks
and behind the seat of a fire
truck. It’s fun and it builds
awareness, people get to talk
around the department and
ask the things they have ques-
tions on. The breakfast keeps
ties with the community, it’s
really almost all community
driven. Get people out and
people to interact with us.
Part of my vision and my
goals is to be more forward
in the way we deal with the
community. I’'m happy to
come and have breakfast, but
if we have to come to your
house to put out a fire, then
we’re ready to do that too.
We are ready to go.”

A W|de shot of the craft swap
checking out the supplies.

Scrapbook paper, stamps,
and stickers, spread out in
boxes for people to pursue.

CRAFT SWAP

I from page 1

supplies, including jewel-
ry-making items, woodcraft
materials, scrapbook paper,
sewing and knitting supplies,
and holiday-themed crafting
materials. Community mem-
bers browsed the tables, tak-
ing home what they needed
for their own creative endeav-
ors.

In addition to the Craft
Swap event, the Friends of
Monson Free Library contin-
ue to play an important role in
supporting the library’s pro-
grams and services. Founded
in 1972, the Friends group
raises funds for special library
initiatives, sponsors author
visits, and helps maintain the
library’s collection. Through
annual fundraising events,
such as staffing a booth at
the Monson Arts Council
Craft Fair and participating

area with people mulling about

Yarn, crochet, and knitting
supplies on a large table.

in the Summerfest Parade, the
group helps ensure that the
library can provide quality
programs and services to the
community.

Those interested in fu-
ture craft swaps or in support-
ing the library can find more
information about upcoming
events on the Monson Free
Library’s website at mon-
sonlibrary.com. Although the
craft swap is held once a year
in the spring the library is
considering holding it twice
a year, once in the spring
and once in the fall, if there
is enough community interest
and volunteers to help with
sorting donated items.

The library will contin-
ue to assess the interest in
expanding the Craft Swap to
a biannual event and encour-
ages residents to get involved
through donations or volun-
teering.
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