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Author Rob Buyea started off by saying that he talks to kids
who read his books all over the world, even as far as Turkey.

Students welcome
Author Rob Buyea

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - Students
at Granite Valley School had
a memorable opportunity on
April 6 as they welcomed
acclaimed children’s author
Rob Buyea for a special
in-school visit, bringing to
life a novel many had spent
months studying in depth.

Best known for his book
“Because of Mr. Terupt,”
Buyea met with fifth grade

students for a 45-minute
presentation in the school’s
auditorium, followed by a
meet-and-greet and smaller
writing workshops through-
out the day during their ELA
class. The visit was the cul-
mination of a months-long
academic effort that blended
literacy instruction with stu-
dent initiative and communi-
ty support.

The event itself was
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Budget
agreed
by Board

Tri-Board
reaches budget
consensus despite

$380K gap

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy @turley.com

MONSON - Town of-
ficials reached a fragile con-
sensus on the Fiscal Year
2027 (FY27) budget Monday
night, agreeing to level-fund
municipal departments while
supporting a 1.9% increase
for schools—despite a pro-
jected shortfall of roughly
$380,000 still unresolved.

The April 6 tri-board
meeting brought together the
Finance Committee, Select
Board, and School Commit-
tee for a wide-ranging and,
at times, tense discussion on
how to balance competing
needs amid rising fixed costs
and limited revenue growth.

From modest gap
to major deficit

Early projections sug-
gested the town was close to
a balanced budget. Finance
officials initially estimated a
shortfall of just under $20,000
under a level-funded scenario
excluding fixed costs.

“The projection... would
leave us with a shortfall of
just under $20,000,” one of-
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Mon-
son Free Library is once
again inviting the communi-
ty to take part in a creative
and sustainable tradition, as
it hosts its Fourth Annual
Craft Swap this April.

Library Assistant Di-
rector Rebecca Sawyer
shared details about the
upcoming event, which en-
courages residents to donate
unused craft supplies and, in
turn, pick up new materials

Ister

www.journalregister.turley.com

at no cost.

Donation days for the
event are scheduled from
April 4 through April 9, giv-
ing community members
several opportunities to drop
off items. According to Saw-
yer, the response so far has
been encouraging.

“[Donations] started
this past Saturday, and we
have a good amount of stuff
already,” Sawyer said, not-
ing that contributions will
continue throughout the des-
ignated days.

The Craft Swap itself

prepares for
epic craft swap

will take place on April 11
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. inside
the library. Participants will
be able to browse a wide se-
lection of donated materials
and take what they can use
for their own projects; rang-
ing from fabrics and yarn to
art supplies and other cre-
ative items.

Now in its fourth year,
the event has grown into a
popular offering at the li-
brary, combining communi-
ty engagement with environ-
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The DeSantis Community Room is filled with table and craft supplies as people drop off
donations to be sorted.

MONSON

School funding debate highlights long-term sustainability concerns

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - A detailed
presentation from school of-
ficials during Monday’s Tri-
Board meeting underscored
growing concerns about the
long-term sustainability of
education funding, even as
the district reduced its budget
request to a 1.9% increase.

Superintendent and
school leaders described the
reduced request as a compro-
mise built on temporary fixes

and financial risks, warning it

cannot be sustained in future
years.
Level Service Changes
The school department’s
original “level service” bud-
get called for a 5.9% increase.

That figure was reduced after

internal discussions and tar-
geted cuts.

“The 5.9%... was our
level service ask,” school of-
ficials said. “But [we] prior-
itized reductions that could
potentially be made.”

Those reductions includ-
ed:

e Cuts to office, instruc-
tional, and postage supplies

¢ Reduced funding for

special education
programming

e Cuts to curriculum and
software

e Eliminating a retiring
library aide position

¢ Reducing stipended
curriculum leadership roles

Some planned increases,
such as custodial and facility
maintenance, were reversed
despite expectations of over-

summer

spending in the current year.

Officials emphasized
these were not recommended
cuts but necessary compro-
mises.

Risky assumptions

Built into budget

To reach the 1.9% figure,
the district also made sever-
al financial assumptions that
carry risk:

e Reduced expectations

for federal Title I funding
(down $27,000)

* Assumed increased
state rural aid, which is not
guaranteed

e Eliminated a reserve
for out-of-district student
placements

* Lowered projected utili-
ty increases from 26% to 20%
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Hitchcock Academy expands programming with new classes

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD - From
hands-on weaving workshops
to outdoor concerts and com-
munity fundraisers, Hitch-
cock Free Academy is enter-
ing 2026 with an expanded
slate of programming aimed
at engaging residents of all
ages and skill levels.

At the center of the acad-
emy’s latest offerings is a
new rag rug weaving class,
described by instructor Trisha
O’Brien as both an accessi-
ble introduction to textile arts
and a creative way to repur-
pose old materials.

“This is a good beginner
project,” O’Brien said. “It’s a
way to utilize the floor looms
that have arrived here, and it
gives people a chance to learn
a different type of weaving.”

The class, currently in
its first week, is being run
as a pilot program designed
to introduce participants to

floor loom weaving; a more
involved process than some
of the academy’s previous
textile offerings. O’Brien
explained that the technique
incorporates  elements
planning, pattern work, and
even basic math, while still

remaining approachable for

newcomers.

Participants are encour-
aged to bring their own fab-
rics, which are cut or torn
into strips and woven into
functional pieces such as
rugs, table runners, or place-

mats. The use of personal or

repurposed textiles adds an-
other layer of meaning to the
finished products.

“It makes it more per-
sonal,” O’Brien said. ‘“People
can bring in heirloom fabrics
or just materials they don’t
know what to do with and
turn them into something us-
able.”

The rag rug class is part

of a broader expansion of fi-
ber arts programming at the

of

academy. Previous offerings
have included inkle weav-
ing, and additional classes,
such as flat loom weaving,
are planned. O’Brien said she
hopes to continue building
on the program if interest re-
mains strong.

“There’s so much we can
do on these looms,” she said.
“If this goes well, I’d love to
offer more classes.”

According to Executive
Director Cindy Skowyra, the
weaving courses are just one
piece of a growing lineup of
educational and recreational
opportunities.

“We have a bunch of new
classes coming up,” Skowyra
said. “The weaving classes
are ongoing, but we’re also

CLASSES 1 page7

I

8

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Above, a previous project
being shown as an example.
Left, Trisha 0’Brien in front of
the looms for teaching rag rug

weaving.
||04879 13180

9



PAGE 2

April 9, 2026

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

Students participated in financial literacy fair

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Over 250 stu-
dents from Ware, Palmer and
Belchertown high schools
participated in  Country
Bank’s annual financial liter-
acy fair, Credit for Life.

This event was held in
the gymnasium of Ware Jr./
Sr. High School last Thursday
morning, giving seniors valu-
able tools and information to
make healthy financial choic-
es in early adulthood.

Jodie Gerulaitis, First
Vice President of Community
Relations at Country Bank,
welcomed the students to
Credit for Life, and explained
what each booth at the fair
represented, and how the stu-
dents could benefit from the
experience. Each booth is
manned by Country Bank em-
ployees and other community
volunteers.

“Take the opportunity to
talk to the volunteers and get
the most out of this,” she said.

Gerulaitis has been a
strong supporter in teaching
financial literacy through her
role at Country Bank, espe-
cially to young people. She
has been active in supporting
a bill that would make fi-
nancial literacy a mandatory
graduation requirement for
high school students.

After receiving their ca-
reers, salaries and student
loan debt, the students vis-
ited the Credit booth to get
their randomly assigned cred-
it scores. A low credit score
can prevent the students from
qualifying for purchases at the
other booths.

“You’re going to see the
challenges and some of the
restrictions,” Gerulaitis said.

Luckily, at Credit for
Life, students can visit a
booth to answer financial lit-
eracy questions to help raise
their credit score.

Belchertown High
School seniors Evan Perkins,
Adam O’Rourke and Thom-
as Normandeau learned that
a good credit store can help
when financing the purchase
of a car, or finding a place to
live.

“Credit score mattered
more than I thought,” Perkins
said.

After finding housing,
transportation and insurance,
Perkins realized his salary
left him with a small budget
to purchase other essentials,
such as clothing.

“I should spend less mon-
ey on clothes,” he said.

Perkins selected a career
as a video production editor,
which is something he already
has experience with in real
life, working with a friend to
shoot and edit music videos.

O’Rourke and  Nor-
mandeau also chose careers
similar to what they will be
pursuing after graduation, as
a linesmen and plumber, re-

Palmer High School seniors Dylan Doherty, Matthew Kirby and Gavin Smola all selected careers
in accounting at Country Bank’s Credit for Life.

spectively.

“You've got to really
figure out your expenses,’
O’Rourke said. “Try to save
as much money as you can.”

O’Rourke added that
food cost a lot of money, and
was a greater expense than he
expected.

Normandeau said his
budget was impacted by the
vehicle he choose to purchase,
which was a less cost-efficient
truck.

Students were given op-
portunities for “Fun, Fun,
Fun,” where they could spend
their money on “wants” ver-
sus “needs,” allowing them
the chance to budget for the
exciting extras in life, while
still maintaining their finan-
cial health.

The “Reality Check”
wheel of fortune had stu-
dents spinning to receive an
unexpected financial burden,
or blessing. They also had
chances to work part-time
jobs to help boost their in-
come and pay for their debts
and expenses.

Other booths handled
housing, transportation, insur-
ance, furniture, utilities, sav-
ings and retirement, food and
nutrition and clothing.

Ware High School se-
niors Sophia  Rheaume,
Damian Brace and Daniel
Ramirez all selected careers
in healthcare, with Rheaume
as a psychologist, Brace as
an occupational therapist and
Ramirez as a pharmacist.

Brace and Ramirez de-
cided to become roommates
in order to share living ex-
penses.

Ware High School senior
Maia Lamothe selected a ca-
reer as an electrical engineer,
as it was the closest to her fu-
ture career as a chemical en-
gineer.

Palmer High School se-
niors Dylan Doherty, Mat-
thew Kirby and Gavin Smola
all selected careers as accoun-
tants.

e Bobcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services
¢ Firewood $265/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
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« 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

Jodie Gerulaitis, First Vice
President of Community
Relations at Country Bank,
welcomed students to Credit
for Life.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Ware High School seniors Sophia Rheaume and Maia Lamothe

participated in Country Bank’s Credit for Life last Thursday.
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The “Fun, Fun, Fun” booth tempted students to spend money on

fun purchases.

Smola said food and
housing were both large ex-
penses in his budget, and
Doherty said having a room-
mate saved him a lot of mon-
ey.

Kirby put his financial
literacy to the test to raise his
575 credit score up to over
700.

This marks the 15th year
Country Bank has offered
Credit for Life to area seniors,
and the first year for inter-
im Superintendent Michael
Wood.

“It’s really important,”
Wood said.

Wood said the temptation
of spending can have a neg-

DEADLINE

The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays.
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

ative impact on many young
people, especially those on
their own for the first time.

“We have to understand
what they [the temptations]
are and how they impact our
credit for life,” he said.

About Country Bank

Established in 1850,
Country Bank has a rich his-
tory of supporting personal
and business banking custom-
ers through financial solutions
with FDIC and DIF insurance
for added security.

Country Bank 1is a
full-service $2.2 billion mu-
tual community bank serving
Central and Western Massa-
chusetts with 16 banking cen-

[CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will
always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an
email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393.

Corrections may also be requested in writing at:
\ Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Paimer, MA, 01069 )
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Country Bank volunteer Caroline Awebwa assisted students at

the Credit booth.

ters and two business offices
in Ware, Palmer, West Brook-
field, Brimfield, Belchertown,
Wilbraham,  Longmeadow,
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton,
Charlton, Springfield, Ux-
bridge and Worcester. With
a commitment to personal-
ized service and community
involvement, Country Bank
offers individuals, business-
es, and municipalities a com-
prehensive range of banking
products and services.

Country Bank is a mem-
ber of FDIC, DIF, and the
SUM network. Country Bank
can be reached at 800-322-
8233 or online at country-
bank.com.

Gountry Bank volunteer David
Micka helped students at his
booth.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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PALMER - St. Stan’s of
Three Rivers Annual Break-
fast with the Easter Bunny
was once again a huge suc-
cess. The event included a
delicious breakfast of pan-
cakes, sausage, and a variety
of drinks. The Easter Bunny
made a special visit to say
hello and take pictures with
the children.

In addition to the food

"l Breakfast
with the

Easter Bunny

and visit from the bunny,
families were able to enjoy
games, crafts, and raffles. A
new addition this year was
the Palmer Domestic Vio-
lence Task Force table. Crys-
tal Rondeau, Palmer DVTF
Coordinator, gave out Easter
themed buckets, while also
answering questions and pro-
viding materials regarding the
task force.

Submitted photos

Don't wait for your ‘
septic tank to back

up, schedule your
pumping call today!

413-583- 3629%
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor A

I'll be 65 soon

and working.

Must I enroll in Medicare?

Dear Rusty:

I will be 65 in October
and 1 am working full-time.
My goal is to work until age
67, which is my Full Retire-
ment Age or until age 70.

I heard I have to apply
for Medicare Part A only. Is
this true or will I be penal-
ized? And do I have to go to
the Social Security office to do
this or can I do it online? And
then will they be still giving me
my Medicare through the next
five years of working or do 1
have to pay for something? 1
will have my own healthcare
insurance. Thank you for your
help.

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

There are two things you
should be aware of:

You do not need to claim
Social Security benefits when
you enroll in Medicare

You do not need to enroll
in Medicare at age 65 if you
have ‘“creditable” healthcare
coverage from your employer,
“creditable” is a group plan
with at least 20 participants.

Thus, it is perfectly okay
for you to delay taking your
Social Security benefits until
age 67 (your SS full retirement
age) or even until age 70 when
you will get the maximum
SS benefit you are entitled to.
And if you now have “cred-
itable” healthcare coverage
from your employer, you can
delay enrolling in Medicare
until such time as your em-
ployer’s healthcare coverage
ends. When you stop work-
ing, you will enter a Medicare
Special Enrollment Period,
during which you can enroll
in Medicare without incurring
a Late Enrollment Penalty.

Whenever you decide to
enroll in Medicare or Social
Security, you will not need to
visit your local SSA office to
do so. You can enroll in Medi-
care either online at www.ssa.
gov/medicare/sign-up or you
can call SSA at 1-800-772-
1213 to make an appointment
to enroll in Medicare on the
telephone.

Similarly, when you are
ready to claim Social Security,
you can do so online at www.
ssa.gov/apply or you can call
1-800-772-1213 to make an
appointment to apply for SS
over the phone. To apply on-
line, however, you should first
create your personal “my So-
cial Security” online account
at  www.ssa.gov/myaccount.
Creating your online SS ac-
count now at age 65 will fa-
cilitate later online enrollment
and will also provide you with
an estimate of your SS benefit
amounts at various ages —e.g.,
now at age 65, at your FRA
of 67 or at age 70. And that
should help you decide when
it is best for you to claim So-
cial Security.

You should verify with
your employer’s health insur-
ance provider that they don’t
require you to enroll in Medi-
care at age 65. Most employer
plans don’t, but some do.

You don’t need to enroll
in Medicare Part A or Part B
now as long as your employ-
er’'s coverage is creditable.
Andit’s okay to enroll in Medi-
care a couple of months prior
to your employer’s creditable
healthcare coverage ending
when you stop working, re-
questing that your Medicare
coverage starts when your em-
ployer’s healthcare ends. This
will ensure that there is no gap
in your healthcare coverage.
If your employer coverage is
creditable, you will not suffer
a Medicare Late Enrollment
Penalty for enrolling after age
65.

If you claim Social Se-
curity benefits at any time
prior to your FRA and are still
working, you will be subject
to Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test, which limits
how much you can earn before
they take away some of your
benefits. The AET lasts un-
til you reach your FRA (67),
after which you can earn as
much as you like without your
SS benefits being affected.

Whenever you claim
your Social Security benefits,
you will be required to take
Medicare Part A, which is
coverage for inpatient hospi-
talization services. Medicare
Part A is free because you are
also eligible for Social Securi-
ty. But you don’t need to enroll
in Part A at age 65 unless you
also claim Social Security.

Medicare Part B, which
is coverage for outpatient
healthcare services (doctors,
medical tests, etc.), is option-
al if you have creditable em-
ployer coverage as explained
above. You do not need to
enroll in Medicare Part B,
for which there is a monthly
premium of $202.90 in 2026
until your employer’s credit-
able healthcare coverage ends,
even if you claim Social Secu-
rity earlier.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s  staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a question,
visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC.

Eastern Phoebe

March 28, my first sight-
ing of 2026.

The Eastern Phoebe is a
plump songbird with a me-
dium-length tail. It appears
large-headed for a bird of
its size. The head often ap-
pears flat on top, but phoebes

Isaw an Eastern Phoebe on
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The ins and
outs of forsythia

ach year as
forsythia
burst

into bloom, I
am reminded
of my dad.

You see,
this  spring
harbinger al-
ways blooms
right around
his birth-
day. This year
would’ve been a monumen-
tal one, as he would have
celebrated 100 years!

Although most land-
scape professionals aren’t
all that fond of forsythia,
it holds a special place in
my heart. When it is in full
bloom our eyes are lifted
away from the still drab
lawn and the bare borders to
bask at its branches of yel-
low flowers.

If you are lucky enough
to have forsythia growing in
your yard, perhaps you will
find the following facts in-
teresting, straight from the
archives.

Forsythia can be forced
into bloom indoors. While
it is a little late in the sea-
son to fully appreciate this
technique, it can easily be
achieved now.

As long as temperatures
are above freezing, you can
harvest the branches. Sim-
ply prepare them as you
would any other cut flower
by removing side shoots that
would be under water in the
vase. Fill the vase with hot
water and just prior to in-
sertion recut the end of the
stem on a 45 degree angle to
expose as much surface area
as possible.

We use hot water be-
cause it will move through
the plant’s vascular system
quickly, hydrating it fully.

Place the vase in indi-
rect, bright light, and change
the water a couple of times
a week. Expect blooms in a

matter of days this time of
year; if you harvest stems in
early March it will take a bit
longer to enjoy the flowers.

Forsythia buds are ten-
der. While the shrub itself is
hardy to Zone 4, the buds are
reliably hardy to only Zone 5.

After an especially cold
winter you may see forsyth-
ia in half-bloom! The tops
of the shrub may be devoid
of blossoms, but the bottom
chock-full. This generally
happens because the lower
portion of the shrub was in-
sulated under a snow bank or
leaf mound.

Likewise, the blossoms
are also tender — sometimes
reduced to mush the morn-
ing after a hard freeze.

Forsythia flowers are
borne on the previous year’s
wood. With that in mind,
prune as soon as possible af-
ter flowering.

Simply cut the oldest
stems all the way down to
the ground. You can safely
remove up to one-third of
the bush in a single pruning
session. New growth will
emerge over the summer and
provide blossoms for next
season.

While some books
recommend cutting over-
grown forsythias down to
the ground completely, in
my experience, this advice is
drastic. The plant will need
a couple of years to recover
from that approach.

Sometimes you see
forsythia pruned into balls

or stiff hedg-
es. While some
homeowners consid-
er this look appeal-
ing, I like to see the
bush a little less tame.
It’s also hard to guarantee
flowers throughout such a
manicured shape; some-
times part will bloom and
the rest will be just foliage.
Kind of a weird look.

Propagating forsythias
is easy! Do you want more
of a good thing? Try layering
your forsythias. Take a long,
pliable branch and bend it to
the ground a foot or so from
the main plant. Cover the
bend with soil and secure it
with a brick or heavy stone.
In a few months’ time it will
root, and by the following
spring the new plant can
easily be separated from its
mother.

Forsythia is  easily
grown. Perhaps this is why
we see so many forsythias in
the landscape.

While it will undoubt-
edly bloom best in full sun,
once established, it can tol-
erate all but the driest of
soils and adapts to a range
in pH. Also, it is bothered by
few pests or diseases.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachu-
setts. For the last 34 years,
she has held the position of
staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She en-
Jjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject
line.
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BACKYARD

By Ellenor Downer

sometimes raise the feathers
up into a peak. Like most
small flycatchers, they have
short, thin bills used for
catching insects. The Eastern
Phoebe slightly larger than a
tufted titmouse.

The Eastern Phoebe is
brownish-gray above and
off-white below, with a
dusky wash to the sides of
the breast. The head is typi-
cally the darkest part of the
upper parts. Birds in fresh
fall plumage show faint yel-
low on the belly and whitish

edging on the folded wing
feathers.

The Eastern Phoebe gen-
erally perches low in trees or
on fence lines. Phoebes are
very active, making short
flights to capture insects and
very often returning to the
same perch. They make sharp
“peep” calls in addition to
their familiar “Phoebe” vo-
calizations. When perched,
Eastern Phoebes wag their
tails down and up frequently.
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April in Marathon

Who hears now the early rising dawn —
When grown still the drums to Concord-town ;
Than cheers a course through Boston Common —
And history in deeper ground?

It’s all got a bit out-of-hand
To eclipse what happened here by another name:
Though runners sweat in uniforms gallant —
And it’s a long distance from Marathon...
Where if not presnt to and embattled hour —
Then who will that would destroy all our towers?

Not run when steadfast needed stand:
To show the colors over the land?
So long, neglected, the day is filled-in —
And, in recent forms, violence wins.

This following of athletics, our renown —
Above what died to have a beginning.
But brave, my brethren, bullets won’t hurt —
Tho’ fast they fly past your shirt;

Yet, when last remember that we were men?
And April ran through Marathon.

— Charles Barnes
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Letters to the
editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm
authorship prior to publication.
We reserve the right to edit

or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous,
unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, or defamation
of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor

24 Water St.

Palmer MA 01069

or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline
for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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Viewpoints

=

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

doctor wishes you would

break, it’s smoking. Quit-
ting significantly improves
health and reduces the risk of
diseases.

And this is true no mat-
ter what age you are, from
your 20s right into your 70s.
While some older adults
may believe it’s “too late”
to change, evidence shows
that about one-third of older
adults who attend specialized
clinics successfully quit and
stay off cigarettes for at least
a year.

Research has also found
that even 75-year-olds who
are able to stop cigarettes
gain an average of one year
of life expectancy. That’s one
more year to do some of the
things you enjoy, like visiting

If there’s one habit every

VOour
healtn

with grandchildren (and not
being relegated to the patio to
light up).

Besides life expectancy,
other benefits for older quit-
ters are

e A lower risk of dis-
ease: Older adults who quit
have lower rates of death
from heart attacks, strokes
and cancer compared to those
who continue to smoke.

* Reduced frailty: Stop-
ping smoking is associated
with a lower degree of “frail-
ty” (a measure of increased
vulnerability and weakness)
over time, promoting health-
ier aging and better physical
function.

e Cognitive and sexu-
al health: Quitting smoking
can lead to improved brain
function and has been shown

Smoking cessation is beneficial at any age

to improve long-term sexual
function recovery following
procedures like prostate sur-
gery.

e Surgical success: For
older adults facing surgery,
quitting at least eight weeks
prior can significantly de-
crease the risk of lung-relat-
ed complications. If you can
go eight weeks, you can keep
going.

Quitting  cigarettes  is
really, really hard because
of the addictive properties
of nicotine, which has been
shown to boost dopamine
in the reward circuits of the
brain, but causes cravings
and withdrawal symptoms
when it’s stopped. This is true
whether your source of nico-
tine is a cigarette or a vape.

Most adults who smoke
say they want to quit. A 2022
survey found that more than
half of adult smokers tried
to quit in the previous year.
If you fall into that group,
don’t go it alone, especially
if smoking is a decades-long
ingrained habit. Chances of
success improve with support
from doctors and family.

Support for smoking
cessation is everywhere you
look. The National Cancer

Institute hosts a website,
smokefree.gov, which is
chock full of tips and tech-
niques to help you on your
journey to becoming a former
smoker.

For example, there’s
guidance on nicotine replace-
ment therapy (NRT), which
has been shown to increase
the success rate, especially
when several forms are used,
such as a nicotine patch sup-
plemented by lozenges or
gum. Some studies suggest
that older adults may actually
have higher success rates us-
ing NRT compared to young-
er smokers.

You can also find apps,
texting and social media sites
that offer support, along with
how to build a quit plan.

Medicare wants you
to quit smoking, too. After
all, it will save them money.
Medicare covers counseling
sessions to help you stop
smoking under Part B, allow-
ing up to eight sessions every
12 months at no cost if your
provider accepts Medicare.
Additionally, Medicare Part
D covers certain prescription
medications to assist with
smoking cessation.

Medicare Advantage

Plans are required to cover
counseling and some medica-
tions as well, though benefits
vary by plan.

Here in Massachusetts,
1-800-QUIT-NOW is Mas-
sachusetts’ tobacco and nico-
tine Quitline, where you can
connect to a free trained quit
coach by phone or line. They
share

strategies to curb crav-
ings, handle life’s big and
small stresses and tackle. You
can track your progress and
learn how to access free NRT
supplies.

Talking to your health-
care provider is also im-
portant, both as a source of
support and advice on using
certain prescription medica-
tions to curb smoking such
as varenicline (Chantix). This
medication can be used by
older adults, but caution is
advised because of a higher
likelihood of age-related kid-
ney issues. Your doctor may
also recommend cognitive
behavior therapy (CBT).

What does a quit plan
look like? Pick a date you’re
going to quit and rid the
house of cigarettes, ashtrays
and other smoking parapher-
nalia. You might need to take

some things to the dry clean-
er to get the cigarette smell
out. Tell everyone that you’ve
made a quit plan and you

need their help.
Be proud of what you’re
accomplishing! Let peo-

ple know when you’ve been
smoke-free for a week, a
month, a year. If you do hap-
pen to light up, don’t give up.
Tomorrow is another day.

And you may have more
tomorrows when you’ve be-
come an ex-smoker. Good
luck!

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered nurse
and board-certified patient
advocate, is the founder of
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the au-
thor of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself
& Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Finding
Strength and Understanding
in Health Care,” available at
Amazon.com. Contact her at
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free
phone consultation.

BIRDS 1 from page 4

These birds favor open
woods such as yards, parks,
woodlands and woodland
edges. Phoebes usually breed
around buildings or bridges
on which they construct their
nests under the protection of
an eave or ledge.

Bring in bird feeders

The Allen Bird Club of
Springfield reminds area resi-
dents that early spring means
hungry bears. If people en-
joy feeding birds during the
winter, it’s now time to bring
feeders in at night or to put
them away entirely until next
December. Black bears have
an excellent memory and will
return to feeders where they
find easy meals. When that
happens, bears can become
a nuisance. FYI, over 50
million Americans purchase
more than one billion pounds
of bird seed and suet annually.

An excellent way to feed
birds year-round is by plant-

NOTICE

ing native fruit and seed bear-
ing plants that provide food
for wildlife. The Cornell Lab
of Ornithology’s new citizen
science initiative, Garden for
Birds, offers regionally-tai-
lored tips on the best plants
to choose to help struggling
wildlife to thrive. This pro-
gram is free and participation
can be cancelled at any time.
Information on how to turn
a yard into a bird-supporting
habitat can be found by visit-
ing gardenforbirds.org.

Common mergansers

My husband and I saw
the male and female Common
Merganser diving in cedar
Lake Sturbridge in between
the ice on Thursday, March
19. They were beautiful.

Brimfield birds

I received an email from
a Brimfield resident. He said,
“In my last email I had report-
ed a broad-winged hawk seen
in the yard. I later was look-
ing at some photographs I had
taken of the bird and discov-

ered I was wrong, the bird was
a red-shouldered hawk. Also
it would have been very early
for a broad-wing.”

He saw crows, blue jays
and a red-shouldered hawk on
his trail camera as well as rac-
coons and an opossum.

He also has eight gold-
finch visiting regularly. He
said, “For most of the win-
ter we have only seen one or
two at the feeders. One was
starting to show some yellow
plumage.”

He puts out a coffee can
of whole peanuts every day
in a tray. He said, “Blue jays,
titmice and an occasional
red-bellied woodpecker take
the peanuts that are usually
gone within a couple of hours.
Lately the peanuts have been
lasting two or three days and
I haven’t seen any blue jays.”
He also noted it is “A sign of
spring, the chipmunks are out
and about and the daffodil
leaves have started to emerge,
hooray.”

THE ROADHOUSE
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Goldfinches

I received an email from
a Worthington resident. He
said, “Around mid-February
each year my bird feeders are
inundated by a flock or may-
be flocks of goldfinches in
their drab winter colorations.
It’s amazing how many flit in
and out of my feeders. And,
when the goldfinches come,

they are joined by an equal-
ly large flock of pine siskins.
They must travel together
and they look somewhat sim-
ilar since the goldfinches ar-
en’t yet sporting their bright
yellow colors. They usually
hang around for a month or
so and then move on further
North.” He said, “I enjoy
watching them at the feeders,
the few who decide to spend
the summer in Western Mas-
sachusetts.”
Bluebirds

I received an email from
a Hampden resident, who
shared video from a blink
camera she installed inside
her bluebird house in 2025.
She placed the camera in the
birdhouse to keep track of ac-
tivity and this resulted in two
broods of bluebirds success-
fully hatching and fledging a
total of eight young. She said,
“The camera helped to keep
the sparrows from establish-
ing a nest and gave us close
ups of the bluebird families.”

She also said, “Once Sep-
tember rolled around, it was
time to clean and sanitize
the birdhouse. However, a
downy woodpecker found it
was a fine place to spend the
night. He has continued ar-
riving at sundown and leav-
ing at sunrise the next day.
The bluebirds sometimes
stop by during the day pos-
sibly checking it out for their
future nest.” She said, “Our
hope is the bluebirds return
this spring and don’t have is-
sues with the woodpecker as
well as the sparrows.”

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005. The Palmer office
has a new phone system and
I will be getting an extension
where messages may be left.
I will publish the number as
soon as it is set up.

ERRORS: Each adver-
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check their advertise- -
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ment the first time it —_———
appears. This paper
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ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
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ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

Juwing on by The Roadhoure Cofe!
Specials Are Served All Week
And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AMTO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

@ theroadhousecafe

theroadhousecafe.belchertownma
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Advertising Sales \_/ Representative

» Do you want to work in your
community helping local businesses
connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting
local journalism, which tells the
unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing,
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume

an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with
excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer
skills are required. Previous print
sales experience is preferred

but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications isa
locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,
401k, and health plan.
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Opacum announces more green, less screen challenge

STURBRIDGE - Are
you looking for a fun way to
celebrate Earth Month and
America’s 250th Anniversa-
ry? Join Opacum Land Trust
for the 2nd annual More
Green, Less Screen Letter-
boxing Challenge sponsored
by Southbridge Credit Union.
Leave your devices behind
and get OUTSIDE this April
vacation week! This free
event will take place from
April 18 through April 26.
New this year — in celebration

of America’s 250th anniversa-
ry, letterboxes will be hidden
at local historic sites in addi-
tion to properties conserved
by Opacum Land Trust.
What is letterboxing
and how does it work? It’s
like a treasure hunt! Form a
team with your family, your
friends, your book club, or
even your dog — EVERYONE
is welcome to participate!
There will be letterboxes for
all abilities and clues will in-
clude an estimated distance

and difficulty level so that
you can choose challenges
that are right for you.

At the beginning of the
week, you will receive a set
of clues to hidden letterbox-
es on conserved properties
and at local historic sites in
Brimfield, Holland, Monson,
Southbridge, and Sturbridge.
Once you locate a letterbox,
open it up to find a unique
rubber stamp, ink pad, and a
logbook. Finders bring their
own logbook (any notebook

will work) and collect the let-
terbox stamps.

Find at least 3 boxes be-
tween throughout the week
and you will be entered in
a drawing for prizes from
local businesses including
Southbridge Credit Union,
the WooSox, the Thunder-
birds, The Zoo at Forest Park,
Ohoodles of Doodles Art Stu-
dio, and more.

Grab your kids, your
dog, or a hiking partner, bring
your walking shoes, and dis-

cover the conserved proper-
ties and historic sites in your
own backyard. Perfect for all
ages and abilities! For more
information and to register
for this free event visit www.
OpacumLT.org/events/ or call
our office at 508-347-9144.

About Opacum Land
Trust:

Opacum Land Trust is
a regional, non-profit land
conservation organization
that protects land, water, and
wildlife for current and fu-

ture generations. Founded
in 2000, Opacum currently
protects over 4,000 acres of
land and is actively working
to protect more land across
south-central Massachusetts.

Reach out to wus at
Opacum Land Trust, PO Box
233, Sturbridge, MA 01566;
info@opacumlt.org, (508)
347-9144 and check out our
website for events, properties
you can visit, and ways to get
involved at www.OpacumLT.
org

Keep Homestead
to open April 12

MONSON - The Keep
Homestead Museum on 35
Ely Road in Monson, will
open for the season on April
12 with the program Indian
Baskets of the Northeastern
Woodlands with Lorraine
German.

Lorraine, owner of Mad
River Antiques in North
Granby, Conn. will discuss
the development of basket
making among Native Amer-
icans in New England and

New York including their sty-
listic differences.

This program starts at
1:30 p.m. in the barn and
is open to the public free of
charge through donations are
welcome. The museum will
be open for viewing of new
displays and for light refresh-
ments from 1 to 3:30 p.m.

The Friends of Keep
Homestead Museum meeting
will take place after the Open
House at 3:30 p.m.

Mass Button Show
set for Saturday

THREE RIVERS -
Massachusetts State Button
Society’s spring meeting will
be hosted by the Metropolitan
and Monson Button Clubs on
Saturday, April 11 at the Am-
vets Post 74 on Main St. in
Three Rivers from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m.

The public is invited to
attend the day’s activities and
to purchase buttons and but-
ton related items from 9 am
to noon and
from 1:30

p.m. to 3 p.m. There will be
no button sales during the
break from noon to 1:30 p.m.
as lunch, a business meeting,
and auction will take place.
Morning visitors  will

be treated to coffee and re-

freshments provided by the

hosting club; bring your own

brown bag lunch, and dessert

will be provided. There is no

admission fee, and all are
welcome.

Bargain clothing sale
to be held on April 25

MONSON - On Sat-
urday, April 25 at Mon-
son-Glendale United Method-
ist Church, 162 Main Street,
Monson from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

We’re serving our com-
munity in many ways... our

clothing is $1.00 per bag.
Time to find some cloth-
ing for the entire family. Bring
your friends too.
Never know what they
will have, so it’s worth a look.
Everyone is welcome.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!
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PORK LOIN
ASSORTED CHOPS............ > 1 28
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PORK BUTT STRIPS ... S @ 43
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PORK SHOULDER ..o P B2
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TURKEY BREAST.......ccuuuuss
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PROVOLONE CHEESE...... s489
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559"
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CHICKEN FEET ..........coon 53 I

SALE DATES:

Knox Trail event scheduled for April 18

PALMER - Knox Trail
250 Event will be held Sat-
urday, April 18 at the Palmer
Public Library.

1976 Quilt on
display -
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Students from Palmer
High School Class of 1978,
as well as other Massachu-
setts towns along the Henry
Knox Trail, submitted em-
broidered squares to become

Friday, Movie Matinee
12:30 p.m.
with drinks and popcorn

April 10: “Jackie” -
Celebrated actress Natalie
Portman leads an acclaimed
cast in this powerfully stir-
ring drama as First Lady
Jacqueline Kennedy, as she
grapples with unimaginable
grief and trauma following
President JFK’s assassina-
tion. “Jackie’s” faith and
strength lead her to a new
life with her children. While
she honors her husband’s
remarkable legacy, she also
leaves her own indelible
mark.

April 17: “Killers of the
Flower Moon” — Based on a
true story, Mollie Burkhart,
a member of the Osage Na-

part of this commemorative
quilt project. This venture
was organized by Palmer’s
Bicentennial Committee.
The quilt will remain on dis-
play until library closing at 2
p-m.
Dennis Picard
Knox Trail
presentation -
11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Local Historian, Dennis
Picard will share details of

tion, fight to survive and
save her community from a
spree of greed-fueled mur-
ders committed against them
in 1920’s Oklahoma after oil
was discovered on their land.

April  24:  “Forrest
Gump” — Tom Hanks gives
an astonishing performance
as Forrest, an everyman
whose simple innocence
comes to embody a genera-
tion. Alongside his mamma,
his best friend Bubba, and
his favorite girl Jenny, For-
rest has a ringside seat for
the most memorable events
of the second half of the 20th
Century.

Monday Evening Pro-
grams
4:30 p.m.
April 13: “Quabbin
Clearing of the Valley”
April 27: “Construction

the 1775/1776 Henry Knox
wintry expedition as it passed
from the Massachusetts town
of North Egremont through
Springfield, Palmer, and on
to Boston. Though a piece of
our local lore, some parts of
this saga are still debated and
remain controversial. Dennis
has a personal connection
with this event in our history,
as he participated in one por-
tion of the recreation of this

Senior

of the Windsor Dam”

Activities
April 8, 15, 22 and 29
Fruit and Veggie Stand

April 8 at 11:30 a.m.
Information Table “Free No-
tification System” _with Di-
ane Vadnais

April 9 at 1 p.m.,
Sunshine Village Craft

April 9 from 4:30 to
7:30 p.m. OPEN HOUSE -
see the changes here at the
center, check out our pro-
gram-ming and enjoy com-
plimentary charcuterie plat-
ters and refreshments.

April 14 at 12 p.m.
- “Russo’s Lakeside” _in
Palmer, this is a self-drive,
self-pay event.

April 15 at 11:30 a.m. -
Lunch & Learn w/ Pat Prew
- Low sodium.

April 16 at 9:30 a.m. -

trek during the bicentennial
of 1976. Please join us for
this special presentation and
learn more about this daring
mission.

These programs are
free to the public, but space
is limited and registration is
requested. Register by visit-
ing: www.palmerlibrary.org/
events Drop-ins welcome if
space allows. We hope to see
you there.

Center

Kim with Power Back Rehab
Informational

April 16 at 12:30 p.m.
- Fairy Lantern w/ Kim Kea-
ton

April 21 at 12:30 p.m.,
Let Us learn together - Wa-
tercolor painting.

April 22 at 12 p.m. -
Staying Connected to Na-
ture — In recognition of Earth
Day, we will ex-plore the
many physical and emotion-
al benefits of spending time
in nature, along with simple
ways to bring more of the
outdoors into everyday life.
Participants will plant herb
seeds to take home with
them.

April 23 at 1 p.m. - Sun-
shine Village Painting

Quabbin Series
Monday, April 13, April
27, May 11, and May 18

Women’s Club to host Fashion Show Luncheon

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Women’s Club
is sponsoring a Fashion
Show Luncheon on Thurs-
day, April 23, at the St. Ce-
cilia Parish Center, 42 Main
St., Wilbraham.

Clothing from Chico’s
in the Longmeadow Shops
will be featured. The ca-
tered luncheon choices are
Salmon with dill sauce or

Chicken Francaise.

There will also be a raf-
fle for many prizes and gift
certificates. Join us at 11:30
for a social time with hors
d’oeuvres followed by lunch
at Noon. The donation is
$42 and is a fundraiser for
the club’s scholarships and
charitable  donations to
needy organizations in the
area.

STIHL ®Husqvarna
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE e

e

&

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF ROP ROUND
ROAST or STEAK

GROUND BEEF 7 '8

4/9/26-4/15/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PRICES IN R
ARE AT OR BELOW
ST YEAR’S PRICE

CHICKEN WINGS rrar s DD E

CHICKEN THIGHS 105 o 120

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN  \ USDA INSP FRESH

cuT $1 288
FREE b USDA INSP. KAYEM

ALL BEEF KIELBASA 12 07... 2/° 7.

USDA INSP.

FARM FRESH

113113 T

1 doz

GROULN'DDFAR'E“SSH" oa. CHICKEN CORDON BLEU
80% LEAN GLUB PAK 6 PIECES vasssssssssssssssssssssssns

HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4

ri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. FROZEN e BARBER FOODS

f 90 Meat Outlet@

SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

3899

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

For reservations, please
make checks payable to Wil-
braham Women’s Club and
mail to Sue Agnew, 7 Aspen
Dr., Wilbraham 01095. For
questions, call Sue at 596-
9480.

Be sure to include meal
choice in memo of check.
Also, include with whom
you wish to sit. Deadline to
register is April 14.

o ——

PARAMOUNT
PIZZA, BAR &

7/ \\

\V RESTAURANT

1618-1620 NORTH MAIN ST.
(RT. 20) PALMER

(413) 283-5555

SUN.-THURS. 11AM-9PM
FRI.-SAT. 11AM-10PM

20% OFF
DINE-IN SPECIALS

Excludes Drink, Dine In Only. Excludes Daily Special

MONDAY:

Any Grinder w/fries & a beer $14.95
TUESDAY:

All Dinner 50% Off
WEDNESDAY:
8 pc. Wing w/ Fries & A Beer $14.95
THURSDAY:
Burger w/Fries & A Beer $14.95
FRIDAY:
Any Large Pizza, 10 Wings &
A Bottle of Wine $39.95

PARAMOUNTPIZZAPALMER.COM




April 9, 2026

I THE JOURNAL REGISTER

PAGE 7

Monson Garden

Club scholarship
deadline April 28

MONSON - The
Monson Garden Club has
announced that two $500
scholarships are available
to high school seniors who
reside in Monson and plan
to continue school at a 2- or
4-year college to study in

any branch of the life, nat-
ural, or environmental sci-
ences.

Applications with in-
structions may be obtained
through their school guid-
ance office and are due by
April 28, 2026.

Brimfield to mark America’s 250th

BRIMFIELD — On Sat-
urday, June 13, 2026, a com-
munity-wide celebration
marking the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation’s freedom
will take place in Brimfield.
In recognition of this year’s
historic milestone, a full day
of remembrance and cele-
bration is planned. All are
welcome to attend the day’s
events, which include the
following:  Revolutionary

War themed cemetery tours,
a ceremony at the town
common gazebo, a parade,
and fun-filled festivities at
the Brimfield Winery. The
evening will close out with
a spectacular fireworks dis-
play.

Additional details and
updates will be available
through the Friends of His-
toric Brimfield event web-
site: www.fohbrimfield.

org. Tax-deductible dona-
tions can also be made in
support of this celebration
through this website, and
in gratitude, donors will be
recognized in the event pro-
gram. Donations can also be
mailed to: Friends of Histor-
ic Brimfield, P.O. Box 52,
Brimfield, MA 01010 with
“Spirit of Brimfield” in the
memo.

If you or your company

are interested in any lev-
el of corporate or business
sponsorship, please visit
the event website at www.
fohbrimfield.org. Addition-
al volunteers are needed for
both planning and to help
with activities, or if you
are interested in putting a
float in the parade, contact
Friends of Historic Brim-
field at (413) 239-0288 for
more information.

Monson nomination papers
available for town election

MONSON - The Mon-
son Town Clerk’s Office an-
nounces that nomination pa-
pers are now available for the
Annual Town Election to be

held on June 9, 2026.

The following slate of
offices are available:
Select Board, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
Town Clerk, 1 Seat,
term 3 years

Board of Assessors, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
School Committee, 2 Seats,
one term 2 years
one term 3 years
Water/Sewer Commission,
1 Seat,
term 3 years
Cemetery Commission,
1 Seat,
term 3 years

Parks and Recreation
Commission, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
Housing Authority, 1 Seat,
term 5 years

The deadline to obtain
nomination papers is Thurs-
day, April 16.

For inquiries contact the
Monson Town Clerk’s office
at 413-267-4115 or email:
townclerk @monson-ma.gov.

Town of Palmer announces
nomination papers available

PALMER — The Town
Clerk of Palmer will have
nomination papers available
the week of March 9.

The available seats on
the June 9, 2026 town elec-
tion are as follows:

Councilor at Large

1 seat
3-year term
Councilor at Large
1 seat
1-year term

District Councilor PCT#1

1seat

3-year term

Planning Board

2 seats

3-year term

School Committee

2 seats

3-year term

Last day to obtain Nom-
ination papers is April 16,
2026. Nomination papers
must be filed with the Reg-

istrar, no later than April 21,
2026. Fifty valid signatures
are required. The fifty signa-
tures must be registered vot-
ers in the Town of Palmer;
the District Councilor Pre-
cinct # 1 seat requires fifty
signatures of registered vot-
ers from Precinct #1.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding filing re-
quirements on above seats,
please reach out to the Palm-
er Town Clerk’s office.

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at journalregister.turley.com

Visit library’s art show

PALMER - April’s art
show at Palmer Library will
feature works by the Abstract
Art Squad - four artists who
met at an abstract art class sev-
en years ago and continue to
meet weekly to support and in-
spire one another.

Abstract art is a genre en-
compassing many styles and
movements. It uses a visual
language of shape, form, color
and line to create a composition
which may or may not have ref-

erences to the real world. Each
artist in this show has their own
style ranging from simple geo-
metrics to complex intuitive
compositions. Approximately
thirty-two paintings will be on
display, ranging in size from 8”
x 127 t0 20” x 30”.

The April show will be
from April 2 to April 30 in the
Community Room. The library
is open Monday 10 am. to 5
p.m., Tuesday thru Thursday
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday and

Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Ac-
cess to the Community Room
may be limited if it is in use.
You can check with the library
at 413-283-3330. There will be
areception with the artists from
6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, April
16. The library is located at
1455 N Main St, Palmer, MA.

For more information
about the Abstract Art Squad
visit their website at https:/
www.abstractartsquad.com/ or
their Facebook page.

St. Paul’s to host “Dance Night”

PALMER - St. Paul’s
Church will host “Dance
Night! with DJ Seagull” for
students in grades 6 through 9
on Friday, April 17 from 7 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. The event is de-
signed to offer a safe, welcom-
ing, and engaging space for
middle school youth to gather,
socialize, and enjoy an evening
of music and fun.

The dance will feature
music by DJ Seagull of Berk-
shire Hills Music Academy,
along with refreshments and a
relaxed, well-supervised envi-
ronment. Organizers hope the
evening will provide an oppor-
tunity for young people in the
greater Palmer area to connect
with friends, meet new peers,
and simply enjoy being togeth-
er in a positive setting.

The event is sponsored

by All Young Voices: Circle of
Friends, a new twice-monthly
teen gathering being developed
at St. Paul’s. The initiative is
focused on creating a safe and
welcoming space for connec-
tion, belonging, and personal
growth. Open to all youth, All
Young Voices will include ele-
ments of mindfulness, creative
expression—including ~ mu-
sic—and thoughtful explora-
tion of life’s deeper questions
in an inclusive, interfaith spirit.
The group especially hopes to
support youth who may feel
marginalized or lonely, while
remaining open and engaging
for all. As part of its growing
outreach, All Young Voices
plans to offer youth dance
nights and similar events mul-
tiple times throughout the year.

“All young people need

spaces where they can feel
comfortable, included, and
free to have fun,” said organiz-
ers of All Young Voices “This
is about creating that kind
of environment—something
that’s both enjoyable for youth
and reassuring for families.”

Admission is $5 at the
door. For the safety of all par-
ticipants, students must be
signed in and signed out by
a parent or guardian. Partici-
pants will remain on site for
the duration of the event and
will not be permitted to leave
and re-enter.

The dance is open to all
students in grades 6-9 from
Palmer and surrounding com-
munities.

For more information,
visit www.StPaulsPalmer.org
or call 413-283-8185.
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expanding into other areas.”
Among those offerings
are Tai Chi sessions, which
have proven so popular that
the academy is adding ad-
ditional classes, including
a morning session, to ac-
commodate demand. Pot-
tery classes and a nature dye
workshop are also planned,

the latter inviting participants
to forage for natural materials
such as flowers to create their
own dyes.

“It’s a really hands-on
experience,” Skowyra said.
“You're going out, collect-
ing materials, and then using
them to create something.”

Looking ahead to the
summer, Hitchcock Free
Academy has opened regis-
tration for its seasonal pro-

gramming, which continues
to grow each year. What be-
gan as a four-week program
has now expanded to six
weeks, reflecting increasing
participation and community
interest.

“It’s getting bigger and
better every year,” Skowyra
said.

The academy’s calendar
also includes several commu-
nity events and fundraisers. A

plant sale scheduled for May
9, just ahead of Mother’s Day,
will feature: hanging plants,
garden starters, and donated
perennials from local resi-
dents.

“We welcome donations
from people who are dividing
or clearing out their gardens,”
Skowyra said. “It’s become a
really nice fundraiser for us.”

Later in the season, the
academy will participate in

the town-wide tag sale at the
end of May, followed by a
summer concert series fea-
turing seven performances.
Organizers are currently co-
ordinating food trucks to ac-
company the concerts, further
enhancing the community at-
mosphere.

Outdoor recreation is
also part of the academy’s
plans.  Pickleball  courts
are now open, with les-

sons scheduled for later this
month, while tennis facilities
are expected to follow.

With a mix of arts ed-
ucation, wellness program-
ming, and community events,
Hitchcock Free Academy
continues to position itself as
a hub for creativity and con-
nection in the region.

“We’ve got a lot going
on,” Skowyra said. “It’s shap-
ing up to be an exciting year.”

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Imsurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE

*® Great Locations ® Registry service
* Quotes gladly given ® We make housecalls

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

Two Locations:

N

'lnd'ependent
Insurance
[Agent

)
COMING
SOON,

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

Tues. T0am - 4pm - Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE 10 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

s L SUWTLITLIT S L ===AIUL S ~T 00 N 1011l BN

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE (413) 283-8393

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
MAY 8, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE:
JUNE 2026

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL
Summer Activities & Vacation Destinations

Distributed in ALL
12 Turley Community
Newspapers!

LURL L L (=St
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL
GIFT SHOPPE

April Vendors
April 16 - Weleful Weavers
April 21 - Wicked Good Treats
April 23 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
April 30 - Jewelry for Diane

May Vendors
May 5 - Crystal Clear Emotions
May 6 - How Charming
May 13 - Generations of Cookies
May 19 - Wicked Good Treats
May 27 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
April 30 - Jewelry for Diane

April 14

Financial Fitness: The Power of Budgeting - Palmer Pub-
lic Library Community Room at 6:30 p.m. Could Budgeting
Be Your Superpower? Join Edward Jones Financial Advisor
Lucille Germain for an exploration of the power of budget-
ing. We will examine your wants and needs and talk about
personal spending and savings goals. Many think budgeting
equals constraints, but a budget can help put you in control.

Are you ready to give budgeting a try? This program is free
and registration is not required.

ONGOING

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000 @ gmail.com for more
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd.,
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking,
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm @keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear,
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own.
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 am. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park.
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.
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made possible by the students,
who organized and contrib-
uted to a fundraising effort
that brought Buyea to Mon-
son. According to fifth grade
teacher Amanda Nobbs, the
idea originated during a par-
ent-teacher conference when a
parent mentioned the author’s
school visits. From there, mo-
mentum built quickly.

“We did a GoFundMe to
raise the money for it, and we
raised the money within, like,
a week,” Nobbs said. “Ev-
erybody jumped on board...
teachers donated, parents do-
nated. There was overwhelm-
ing support.”

That enthusiasm reflected
the strong connection students
had already developed with
the book. Nobbs reintroduced
“Because of Mr. Terupt” into
the curriculum after previous-
ly using it earlier in her career,
this time structuring nearly
half the school year around it
as a central teaching text.

Rather than  relying
solely on traditional text-
books, Nobbs used the novel
as a “mentor text” to teach
core English Language Arts
concepts. From September
through January, students en-
gaged in repeated readings,
analytical discussions, and
writing exercises tied directly
to the story.

“We looked at multiple
narrators, questioned their
motives, talked about reliable
versus unreliable narrators,
and used context clues to an-

alyze the story,” Nobbs ex-
plained. “It just lent itself so
well to everything we wanted
to teach.”

The results,
were striking.

“In my 25 years of teach-
ing, this is the most engaged
I've seen kids in reading,”
Nobbs said. “They really con-
nected with it.”

That engagement was
visible during the author’s
visit, as many students arrived
dressed as characters from
the novel, wearing name tags
identifying who they por-
trayed. The activity reflected
a class-wide character study
that encouraged students to
deeply understand the person-
alities and perspectives within
the book.

Buyea’s presentation
built on that enthusiasm, of-
fering students insight into his
writing process while encour-
aging them to draw from their
own experiences. Speaking to
the audience, he emphasized
the importance of memory
and creativity in storytelling.

“Memories are always
with you,” Buyea told stu-
dents. “You can take some-
thing that really happened and
change it...make it funnier,
scarier, more exciting. That’s
when writing becomes fun.”

Drawing from his own
background as a former
teacher, Buyea shared how
his classroom experiences
and interactions with stu-
dents continue to inspire his
work.

“I’ve got a lot of wonder-

she said,

Puplic safety

Monson Fire Logs

Monson Fire Depart-
ment for the week of March
30 through April 4, 2026.
The department responded
to 18 EMS calls and 3 Fire
calls.

On Saturday, April 4 at
3:11 p.m. the department re-
sponded to 224 Hovey Road
for the sound of an explosion.
The department returned to
service at 3:24 p.m.

On Sunday, April 5 at 9
a.m. the department respond-
ed to 354 Main Street for CO
in the building. The depart-
ment returned to service at
9:27 a.m.

On Sunday, April 5 at
3:49 p.m. the department re-
sponded to 174 Hovey Road
for the burn complaint. The
department returned to ser-
vice at 4:04 p.m.

ful school memories,” Buyea
said. “And those memories
have helped me with every
book I’ve written.”

Following the audito-
rium presentation, Buyea
spent the remainder of the
day working directly with
students in smaller groups,
leading writing workshops
with each of Nobbs’ English
Language Arts classes. The
sessions allowed students to
apply his advice in real time,
developing their own stories
with guidance from a pub-
lished author.

For many students, the
experience marked a rare
and meaningful connection
between classroom learning
and the real world of writing
and publishing.

“How often do you get
to meet an author?” Nobbs
said. “It’s just an incredible
opportunity for them.”

The success of the visit
has already sparked interest
in making similar programs
part of future curriculum
plans. Nobbs noted that she
would “absolutely” consid-
er organizing another author
visit if the opportunity arises.

For now, however, the
impact is already clear. What
began as a classroom read-
ing assignment evolved into
a schoolwide experience;
one that not only deepened
students’ understanding of
literature, but also inspired a
lasting excitement for read-
ing and writing.

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

* Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

+ Salary based on

HELP WANTED
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Each of these decisions
could result in mid-year defi-
cits.

“If we have more stu-
dents... or utilities go high-
er... you might find me at a
special town meeting saying
I have a hole in my budget,”
Superintendent Paul Foster
said.

School officials repeat-
edly stressed that the 1.9%
increase is not viable long-
term.

“1.9% is not sufficient
as an annual increase... for
us to be sustainable in any
way,” Foster said.

Foster described the
current budget as relying on
“one-time solutions” and
“messing with the numbers”
to make it work for a single
year.

“If we increase by
1.9%... we’re by definition
cutting every year,” he added.

Tensions over data

and comparisons

A significant portion of
the meeting focused on dis-
agreements over financial

data and how to interpret it.

School officials present-
ed long-term trends showing:

e General government
spending up 157% over 20
years

* Public safety up 122%

e Education up only
31% (excluding fixed costs)

* Fixed costs rising by
200%

They also noted that
the share of the town’s bud-
get going to education has
declined from 55% to 46%
over two decades.

Finance Committee
members challenged aspects
of the analysis, particularly
comparisons involving the
regional vocational district,
Pathfinder.

School officials defend-
ed their methodology, argu-
ing that different calculations
can yield different but still
valid interpretations.

Equity concerns
raised

Beyond the technical de-
bate, school leaders framed
the issue as one of equity for
students.

“We

continually are

told... that may have been
the final number we present-
ed. That has never been the
number we thought is what
our students... deserve,” one
school committee member
said.

Officials argued that stu-
dents remaining in the Mon-
son district should receive
comparable investment to
those attending regional pro-
grams.

Changing needs
drive costs

School officials also
pushed back on comparisons
to past staffing levels, not-
ing that student needs have
changed significantly.

They cited increased
demand for specialized ed-
ucation services, including
programs requiring multi-
ple staff members for small
groups of high-needs stu-
dents.

“We have classes...
where we have four adults
with four kids,” the superin-
tendent said, noting that such
programs can still save mon-
ey compared to costly out-
of-district placements.

SWAP 1 from page 1

mental consciousness. By
redistributing unused sup-
plies, the Craft Swap helps
reduce waste while making
crafting more accessible to

residents of all ages.

The event is free and
open to the public. Organiz-
ers encourage attendees to
stop by, explore the avail-
able materials, and consider
bringing donations during
the collection period.

With a strong start to
donations and continued
community support, this
year’s Craft Swap is expect-
ed to once again provide a
valuable resource for local
artists, hobbyists and fami-
lies alike.

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

a flat rate by story and photo.

N T urley%

Publications, Inc
www.turley.com

[E Class of

DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSION MAY 15th gl o 3 H /1| &)
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: $55.00

dflynn@turley.com

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!
CongratulateYOUrR Graduate

We are offering a great deal for you to
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE
in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

¥ x

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper,
Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

very ¢
you and your

accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

2x3 Black & White Grad Ad
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-0). 201

Love, Mom ¢ Dad

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:

pouimette@turley.com
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BASEBALL

face off in rain

MONSON - Last
Wednesday afternoon, rains
started falling at game time,
as Monson and Pathfinder
got their game underway. The

rains persisted, however, and
the game had to be stopped.
The two teams are scheduled
to make up the game on Fri-
day, May 8.

www.sports.turley.com

Edward Szostek fouls off a pitch.

Niko Matthieu puts the
squeeze on a pop-up out.

Emerson Boronski
second base.

hustles for Aiden Girard makes a throw to

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

first. Anthony Tulloch sends a pitch home.

Lucas Pignone takes a swing.

SOFTBALL

P

4 o5 T

Panthers split
first two games

PALMER - The Palm-
er High School softball team
had a tough start to the regu-
lar season with a 14-2 loss at
Chicopee Comprehensive last
Monday afternoon. The Pan-
thers would rebound howev-
er, with an 11-run third inning
lead them to a 22-10 victory
over Mahar in their second

to center.

Hannah Roy heads over to pick up a base hit

Catcher Kylee Lukas fires to second on a steal attempt.

game of the season. Hannah
Roy turned in three hits and
four RBI against Mahar and
Amhia McElreavy also had
three hits, as well as five runs
scored. The Panthers are 1-1
and next face Ware on Thurs-
day, Apr. 9 at 4 p.m. Palmer
hosts Chicopee on Monday,
Apr. 13 at 4 p.m.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jill Holbrook sends a pitch away.

BASEBALL

Pioneers
edged by
Panthers

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER - Tyler Wil-
son, Connor Roche, and Zach
Handzal were the starting
pitchers for the Palmer Pan-
thers the last time that they
began the high school base-
ball season with consecutive
victories.

For the first time since
2014, the Panthers had a 2-0
record following an 11-9
victory over cross-town ri-
val Pathfinder Tech before a
large crowd at historic Legion
Field, last Friday afternoon.

“Everyone played a key
role in today’s victory,” said
Handzal, who’s beginning his
second season as the Panthers
varsity baseball coach. “We
finished the week with a 2-0
record, and we now move
on to next week. You always

BASEBALL 1 page 10
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Turleysports
Alete of Uhe Week

Hannah Roy
Palmer High School

Roy pounded three hits and drove in four runs
for the Panthers in their win over
Mahar Regional High School.

gscibelli@turley.com.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

MouLton

Insurance Agency \

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327

L

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Safety Insurance’

AUTO ¢ HOME < BUSINESS

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

LACROSSE

Lacrosse co-op
gets second win

MONSON - Last Friday
afternoon on a sun-splashed
back field at Monson High
School, Monson boys la-
crosse defeated Belchertown.
The Mustangs, which has a
co-op program with Pathfind-
er Tech, defeated the Orioles

7-5 to improve to 2-1 on the
season. The Mustangs also
defeated Pittsfield 12-6 and
also record a loss against
Wahconah 10-9. Monson’s
co-op is back in action at Le-
nox on Thursday, Apr. 9 at
4:30 p.m.

Brady Rodeman slings a pass to his teammate.

Jared Perry carries the ball upfield while a defender puts on
the pressure.

Candlepinleague News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

League Champions 1

WARE - The league
finals have arrived as the
Bondsville League closes the
door on another season.

The league bowlers
at Roll-A-Way Lanes had
their attention focused on
the championship match be-
tween Sandri and Fire Moun-
tain. Representing Sandri are
Brandon Lane, Rich Picotte,
Ron Gouin, and Sue Horton.
Representing Fire Mountain
are Shawn Ross, Scott Brew-
ster, Gary Delisle and Rick
Trott.

In game one, Sandri won
by a score of 466-464 to take
an early lead in the match.
Three out of four members of
Sandri broke 100 with Gouin
scoring the highest at 110.

In game two, Fire Moun-
tain ignited the flame and de-
feated Sandri 491-465. Trott
threw a double strike on his
way to a 134 game. Horton
of Sandri had a good game of
121, but it wasn’t enough to
keep up with Trott.

In game three, Fire
Mountain kept the pressure
on by taking the last game
with a score of 485-468.
Trott finished with 116 and
a three-game series of 358.
Ross, who started the sea-
son with a 70 average and
worked his way up to an 85,
exceeded the expectations by
bowling over his average ev-
ery game with scores of 96,
92, and 103.

Gouin had a strong
showing with 125 in the final
game and a series of 331. Pi-
cotte had scores of 97, 114,
and 107 for 318 in total. Hor-
ton had scores of 103, 121,
and 89 for 313 in total.

The final score was
1440-1399 in favor of Fire
Mountain, who are the 2025-
2026 Bondsville League
champions. Fire Mountain
was leading in first place for
the majority of the season but
lost that top seed to Sandri
for only a few weeks until the
championship match. Fire
Mountain finished the season
with a record of 124.5-78.5.
Sandri finished with 123-80.

Final league matches

Cannonballs  defeated
Zeke’s Freaks with a final

score of 1396-1377. Sally
Czarnecki of Cannonballs
started strong with 115 in
game one. Tony Burke of Ze-
ke’s Freaks began with 114.

Slow Burners defeated
P&J Meats with a final score
of 1397-1382. Nate Orszu-
lak of Slow Burners had the
highest score of 110 and
Paige Stabach of P&J Meats
had the highest score of 111.

Snappers defeated Iron-
men with a final score of
1431-1353. Kevin “Kras”
Krasnecky of Snappers had
score of 114, 122, and 122
for a series of 358 to finish
the season. Billy Brunk of
Ironmen finished with 124
and a series of 332.

Team UMass defeated
Night Hawks with a final
score of 1433-1417. Keith
Ferenz of Team UMass had
the highest score of 113.
Gavin Sinclair of Night
Hawks had the highest score
of 126.

Spare Parts Bud defeat-
ed Flaming Bowling Balls
with a final score of 1384-
1379. Madison Jebb of Spare
Parts Bud bowled 117 and
Ryan McCarthy of FBB had
114.

Noah Latulippe takes contact while advancing with the ball.

Turley photos by Maddox Baer

Parker Libiszewski leaps to fire a shot on net.

Brennan Peterson reaches for a ground ball as an opponent
closes in.

BASEBALL 1 from page 9

want to go undefeated each
week.”

The 2014 Palmer squad
won its first five games and
finished the regular season
with a 17-3 overall record
before losing to Athol in a
Western Mass. Division 3
quarterfinal game.

The Panthers, who are
first year members of the
Tri-County  League, lost
both games that they played
against the Pioneers a year
ago.

While Palmer began the
2026 season with a 10-2 win
at Westfield Tech on March
31, Pathfinder Tech (0-2)
fell to Tri-County League
rival McCann Tech, 13-2, in
their season opener at Legion
Field.

“Seven of the 13 play-

ers listed on our roster are
new players, and I’'m also a
first-year varsity coach,” said
Pathfinder Tech head coach
Dan Szostek. “We're still
getting to know each other. I
thought we kept battling back
in today’s game.”

The winning pitcher
in last Friday’s contest was
Brendan Hess, who’s one of
the five seniors listed on the
Panthers varsity roster. The
righthander allowed five runs
(3 earned) on only four base
hits with five walks and nine
strikeouts during the first five
innings. He threw 101 pitch-
es.

The Pioneers took a 2-0
lead against Hess in the top
of the first inning.

Senior  right fielder
Dayne Shanley, who drew
a leadoff walk, stole second
base and scored the first run
of the game on a passed ball.

Senior centerfielder Edward
Szostek drove home the other
run with a cue shot that rolled
past first base for a single.

The Panthers, who were
the home team, responded
by scoring four runs against
senior righty Andrew Sulli-
van in the bottom half of the
opening frame. Sullivan only
pitched in a couple of games
as a junior before suffering a
season ending injury.

“Andrew was a pitcher
for the varsity team as a soph-
omore,” said coach Szostek,
who was an assistant coach
a year ago. “He missed most
of last season with an arm
injury. It’s nice having him
back on the mound again this
year.”

With  one-out, Hess
blasted a run scoring triple
to center field before scoring
the tying run on a wild pitch
that skipped to the backstop.

Eighth grade second base-
man Josiel Ortiz and sopho-
more leftfielder Liam McKee
also contributed with RBI
singles which gave the Pan-
thers a 4-2 lead.

Both teams scored a run
in the third inning.

The Pioneers closed the
gap to 5-4 with two outs in
the fourth when junior short-
stop Brody Wetnicka crossed
the plate on a wild pitch.

It didn’t remain a one
run game for very long, as
the Panthers put four runs on
the left field scoreboard in
their next at-bats. Two runs
scored on bases loaded walks
by senior third baseman Theo
Haley and senior catcher Se-
bastian Mayberry, who had
two hits in the home open-
er. Another run scored when
Hess hit a pop-up single to
center.

Sullivan, who threw a to-

tal of 80 pitches, was replaced
by freshman lefthander Zach
Smith with no outs.

He retired junior first
baseman Dylan Holbrook
on a ground ball out which
scored Haley making the
score 9-4.

“We’ve been hitting
the ball very well so far this
season,” Handzel said. “We
scored four runs in the fourth
inning, which gave us a little
breathing room.

The Panthers scored two
more runs in their next at-
bats.

Pathfinder Tech, who
added an unearned run in the
fifth, was trailing 11-5 en-
tering the top of the seventh
inning.

The Pioneers put to-
gether a rally against Palm-
er senior right-hander Matt
Santos, who had pitched a
scoreless sixth inning.

Freshman Anthony ElI-
liott began the seventh inning
with a double to left field.
Junior left fielder Emerson
Boronski also doubled to left
field scoring Elliott. Then
back-to-back walks by Ed-
ward Szostek and freshman
DH Zach Latourelle loaded
the bases.

At that point, Handzel
decided to make a pitch-
ing change. Ortiz, who’s a
righty, replaced Santos on
the mound. The Pioneers
scored two more runs before
Ortiz ended the game with a
strikeout.

“Josiel came in with the
bases loaded and got the job
done,” Handzel said. “It was
his first appearance on the
mound this season.

The two baseball teams
are scheduled to meet again
under the lights at Legion
Field on May 14.
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at UMass Hospital
in Webster, Massa-
chusetts. She was a
woman who trea-
sured her family and found joy
in the simple pleasures of life.

Faith was a graduate of
Springfield Trade School, where
she became a licensed cosme-
tologist and hairdresser. She de-
voted many years to her career,
working at Eleanor’s in Mon-
son and later at Quaboag on the
Common in West Brookfield.
She concluded her professional
life after 25 dedicated years at
Wright’s Ribbon.

Faith was an active mem-
ber of the Wales Baptist Church.
She participated wholeheartedly
in the Sunday school, contribut-
ed to the Church Farmer’s Mar-
ket, and was involved with the
flower committee. She also had
a deep love for crafting, which
was one of her favorite pastimes.

She is lovingly remem-
bered by her daughter, Laura
L. Hoenig-McCallum, and her
husband, Jason McCallum,
with whom she lived. Faith also
leaves behind her step-sons:
Stephen Morin and his wife
Deborah, John Morin and his
wife Deborah, and Alan Morin
and his wife Leslie Duthie. Her
grandchildren, who brought
much joy to her life, are Mav-
erick Hoenig and his wife
Rebekah, Danica McCallum,

Sandra L. Beaudry,
and her brother, Dale
Stebbins.

Faith was prede-
ceased by her beloved husband,
Edgar “Buck” Morin, who
passed away in January 2025, as
well as by her infant son, Daryl
R. Morin. She was also preced-
ed in death by her parents, Ray-
mond W. Stebbins and Elizabeth
(Yedryseck) Bradway and her
brother Miles Stebbins.

Visitation will be held
Thursday, April 9, 2026, from 4
p-m. to 7 p.m. at Lombard Fu-
neral Home, located at 3 Bridge
Street in Monson, MA 01057.
The funeral service will take
place Friday, April 10, 2026,
starting at 10 a.m. at Wales Bap-
tist Church, Main Street, Wales,
Mass. 01081. Burial will follow
at Brimfield Cemetery, in Brim-
field, MA.

Faith lived a life full of love
for her family and community,
leaving behind memories that
will be cherished by all who
knew her.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions may be made
in Loving Memory of Faith G.
Morin to St. Jude Research Hos-
pital, Tribute Program, PO Box
1000, Dept. 142, Memphis, TN
38101-9908

For on-line condolences
please visit ww.lombardfuneral-
home.com.

Douglas P. Tetreault

1964-2026

BRIMFIELD -
Douglas P. Tetreault,
61, was born on June
22, 1964, in Spring-
field. He passed away
on March 30, 2026,
at U-Mass Memorial
Hospital, surrounded
by his family.

Doug graduated
from Tantasqua Re-
gional High School. Throughout
his career, he worked as a heavy
equipment crane operator for
Titan Roofing and was a proud
member of Local 98 Operating
Engineers. He was the kind of
person everyone turned to when
there was a problem to solve or
something to fix. His helpful
nature made him well-loved by
those around him. Doug enjoyed
several hobbies, including riding
his Harley, working on the farm,
target shooting, and attending
Turkey Shoots. He also liked
camping, and spending time out-
doors doing the things he loved.

He is survived by his sons,
Douglas P. Tetreault Jr and his
wife Lindsey, Tyler S. Tetreault

and his fiancée Jac-
Iyn Cook. Doug also
leaves behind his sis-
ter, Justine Tetreault;
brothers, Ronald A.
Tetreault Jr., Ken-
neth A. Tetreault, and
Wayne A. Tetreault
and his wife Heath-
er. A granddaughter,
Leia Tetreault, along
with nieces and neph-
ews. Doug was prede-
ceased by his parents, Mae (Za-
graniczny) Tetreault and Ronald
A. Tetreault Sr.

Doug will be remembered
as a dependable and caring per-
son who made a positive differ-
ence in the lives of his family
and friends.

A Celebration of Life will
be held at his sister, Justine’s
home Saturday, April 18, 2026
from 1 to 4 p.m. In lieu of flow-
ers memorial contributions may
be made to UMass Memorial
Health in memory of Douglas
Tetreault, mail to UMass Me-
morial Health Office of Philan-
thropy 365 Plantation Street,
Biotech One-Suite301 Worces-
ter, MA 01605.

and Irene (Papineau) Bou-
dreau.

Joyce is survived by her
siblings; her twin sister Joan
Genbholt, Lillian Carpenter,
her husband Harold; who
all live in Monson, as well
as Donald Boudreau and his
wife Carol of South Caroli-
na. She leaves behind several
nieces and nephews; Frances,
Brandy, Christopher, Jona-
than, Matthew, Jennifer, Paul,
Kathy, Joyce, Daniel, Robin,
Carol, and Lisa.

She is preceded in death
by her beloved husband, Earl
“Cookie” Cookman Jr, and
her sisters Patricia Loncto and
Muriel Dewey.

Joyce worked for many
years at Mass Mutual Life
Insurance Co. In 1976, she
moved to Knox, Maine with
her parents and Husband
Cookie where they designed
and built a log cabin. She
enjoyed many years with her
family, hiking, snowshoeing,
cross country skiing, and

Joyce was a
Sunday  School
teacher at the
First Church
of Monson. While living in
Maine, she was active in the
Grange and participated in
several parades with her hus-
band Cookie riding a bicy-
cle built for two. In her later
years, she found great joy
performing and creating cos-
tumes for her senior dance
company.

Joyce had a deep pas-
sion for animals and she had
a deep love of the outdoors.
She was a founding mem-
ber of The Moon Mountain
Mounties, participating on
horseback in shows, parades,
and more.

She had many adven-
tures over the years, most no-
tably hiking The Appalachian
Trail in completion with her
husband Cookie in the early
seventies.

Joyce owned and ran
Blue Willow Dog Obedience

most notably Suzie,
Kayla, Beau, Mag-
gie, Abraham, Julie,
Willie, and Storm
(who was born during the
2011 tornado).

A deep heartfelt thanks
to all the nurses and aids at
Life Care Center of Wilbra-
ham for their loving and com-
passionate care during her
final days.

Joyce Cookman was a
phenomenal woman with a
brave, kind, loving, and ad-
venturous spirit. Her legacy
will continue through the sto-
ries and inspirations her fam-
ily and friends share through-
out this, and generations to
come.

In lieu of flowers, please
make a memorial contribu-
tion in Joyce’s name to your
local animal shelter. Lombard
Funeral Home of Monson has
been entrusted with the ar-
rangements. For online con-
dolences please visit www.
lombardfuneralhome.com

John B. Thompson
Died April 4, 2026
Services April 11, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home

A Celebration of Life
will be held for

Joyce Cookman
&

Patricia Loncto

Sunday, April 12, 2026
at 2:00 pm at the
First Church of Monson,
Congregational,

5 High Street Monson MA
A reception will follow
in the fellowship hall at First Church
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1944-2026

MONSON- John B.
Thompson, born January 15,
1944, passed away peacefully
at his home on April 4, 2026,
surrounded by the love of his

family.

John was a devoted
husband, father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather, and

great-great-grandfather whose
life was defined not only by
what he built with his hands,
but by the love, laughter, and
steady presence he gave to
those around him. He had a
way of making people feel
safe, cared for, and at home in
his presence.

He dedicated 35 years of
his career to Monson Devel-
opmental Center, where he
served as head carpenter un-
til his retirement in 2001. He
took great pride in his work
and in the skill he developed
over the years-always willing
to lend a hand, fix what was
broken, and create something
lasting. Whether building
clocks or furniture, contrib-
uting his craftsmanship to
the church, or caring for his
own home, he could fix just
about anything. He took spe-
cial pride in creating a warm
and welcoming home for his

John B. Thompson

family and his wife.
He also found joy in
creating meaning-
ful experiences for
those he loved, often
going above and be-
yond-putting in extra
effort, creativity, and
care to make moments
feel special and mem-
orable.

Outside of work,
John found joy in the
outdoors and a deep connec-
tion to the water. He loved
ocean fishing, fishing on the
lakes, and hunting, and felt
most at peace surrounded by
nature. Cape Cod held a spe-
cial place in his heart, where
many cherished memories
were made with family-from
days spent fishing and lobster-
ing to evenings spent singing
by the fire. As a member of
the Quabbin Fisherman’s As-
sociation, he enjoyed sharing
his passion for fishing and the
stories that came with it.

He also had a deep love
for music and could often
be found playing the gui-
tar-whether with his buddies,
at church, or simply for his
grandchildren. Those mo-
ments, filled with music and
togetherness, became some of
the most cherished memories

for his family.

But more
than  anything,
John will be re-
membered for the
way he showed
up for his family
and for others.
He had a play-
ful, mischievous
spirit and a way
of making every-
day moments feel
special. He created memories
filled with laughter, warmth,
and a sense of home that will
stay with his family forever.
He was also known for the
simple but lasting lessons he
shared, often encouraging
those he loved to be safe and
to take care of one another.
His kindness and willingness
to help others extended far
beyond his family-even step-
ping in to save a man’s life, a
reflection of the quiet strength
and selflessness that defined
him.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Eileen D. Withers (John),
Lynn M. Corderia (David),
Sharon A. Royer (Rick), and
Raymond F. Martell (Rose);
his nine grandchildren; twenty
great-grandchildren; and one
great-great-grandchild.  He
is also survived by his sister,

Sarah Bourque, and his step-
brother, James Moody.

John was predeceased
by his beloved wife, Janet M.
(Blondin) Thompson, who
passed away in September
2025, as well as his brother
Robert Thompson and sisters
Freida Lind and Marcelene
Polk.

A visitation will be held
on April 11, 2026, from 9:30
am. to 11 a.m. at Lombard
Funeral Home, 3 Bridge
Street, Monson, MA. A fu-
neral service will follow at 11
a.m. in the funeral home, with
burial at Bethany Cemetery on
Bethany Road in Monson.

John’s legacy lives on in
the stories, traditions, music,
and unwavering love he leaves
behind. His presence will be
deeply missed, but the mem-
ories he created will continue
to bring comfort, laughter, and
strength to those who knew
and loved him.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial  contributions may
be made in loving memory
of John B. Thompson to the
Bethany Charismatic Catholic
Church PO Box 607 Palmer,
MA 01069.

For online condolences
please visit Lombardfuneral-
home.com.
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

Benches < Statues “ Monuments % Custom Design Work
Plot Maintenance “ Bronze Plaques “ Cleaning * Markers ** Vases
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of obituaries.
One is a free, brief

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & Anthur “Skip” Gervais
FHot Tub Renrovalls (774)397-6500

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office + 413-589-7588 Fax * 413-531-5360
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FI REWOOD ALWAYS BUYING
FIREWOOD ALL ANTIQUES:
Fresh cut & split $225.00 Musical instruments, guitars,

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products

horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,

(413)477-0083 audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.
WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools OPPORTUNITY
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
« Spors Cards, BUSINESS FOR SALE
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam

413-531-5381 Grease trap pumping business.

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED. FAlJRRAN‘l"ll-'lJNRKE
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, REMOVAL

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES 413-531-1936
FRIDAY AT NOON CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x***xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL HANDY-
MAN SERVICES. No job too small. Call
for all your household and property mainte-
nance needs. 413-563-6993.

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing  Drywall «
Painting * & more!

2026
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 _caii For An

41 3-96 8364 Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

AUTHORIZED

PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

947 4754
T. PREPARATION SERVICE
413-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

)
3BB

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

e =
PROVIDER

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOUSE CLEANING

Trusted HOUSE CLEANING
in Wilbraham.
10+ years experience, references available.
Reliable, detail-oriented service. Free esti-
mates. Call/Text [Livea/ 508.371-5445]
today!

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Basg Price
21 Bl | 22 it | 28 Rargfres | 2 i
2 | 26 | 27 | 28 "
2 Seings | 30 Bsgano| 31 Bie| 32 B0
33 B | 34 Besetang| 39 Bty | 36 B a0
7 i | 38 R | 40 e
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover [ Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

—

HUBBARDSTON

WesT NORTH
BROOKFIELD. | BROOKFELD

et
GROOKFIELD.

BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AUTO
BOATS

17 STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Verne, 413-539-8246.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org
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Public Nnotices

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
26 SM 001111
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Eduardo Almeida and
Beverly Almeida

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
¢. 50 §3901 (et seq)

Towd Point Mortgage Trust
2018-5, U.S. Bank National As-
sociation, as Indenture Trustee

claiming to have an interest in
a mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Monson, numbered 41
Pease Avenue, given by Eduar-
do Almeida and Beverly Almei-
da to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
Nominee for Foundation Fi-
nancial Group, LLC, dated No-
vember 26, 2007, and recorded
at Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 17074, Page
436, and now held by Plaintiff
by assignment, has filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendants™ Servicemem-
bers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before
May 18, 2026 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court
on April 2, 2026

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

04/09/2026

Notice of Public Bonded
Warehouse
Atlas Armament
Mark J Caci
4 Springfield Street

Bldg 3, Suite 210

Three Rivers, MA 01080
04/09, 04/16/2026

Town of Palmer
Request for Proposals

The Town of Palmer is seeking
respondents to an RFP for the
sale of property at 24 Converse
Street, Palmer, MA. The parcel is
approx. 2.66 acres and includes
a school building of approx.
84,749 sq ft. The Town Council
has declared the building avail-
able through surplus with a deed
restriction of 55+ housing. The
RFP requires a minimum bid
of $1.5M and is now available
by emailing: bbrothers @townof
palmer.com or for pickup in the
Town Managers office. The Town
Manager shall select the most
advantageous Proposal from a
responsive and responsible pro-
poser, taking into consideration
the price and all other evaluation
criteria set forth in the RFP. Bids
are due on May 15th, 2026 at
12:00PM and will be opened
immediately after.
04/09, 04/16/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by NAN-
CY A. BOLDUC and PAUL R.
BASTIEN to SOUTHBRIDGE
SAVINGS BANK, dated Sep-
tember 26, 2008 and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds (the “Registry”)
in Book 17493, Page 115 (the
“Mortgage”), of which Mortgage
the undersigned (the “Mortgag-
ee”’) is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of the
Mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m.
on Wednesday, May 6, 2026 at
the mortgaged premises locat-
ed on or near 4112-4116 High
Street, Palmer, Massachusetts
(the “Premises”), all and singu-
lar the premises described in the
Mortgage, to wit:

“Certain real estate situated in
Thorndike (Palmer), Hampden
County, Massachusetts on the
northeasterly side of High Street,
being known and designated as
Parcel B on a plan entitled

‘Plan of Land in Thorndike,
Palmer, Mass Surveyed for
Grayson G. Mclntyre, March 4,
1993, Sherman and Woods, Sur-

veyors’ which plan is recorded
in Hampden County Registry of
Deeds Book of Plans 284, Page
50 more particularly bound-
ed and described as follows:

Beginning at an iron pin on the
northeasterly side of said High
Street, 1925 Layout, at the south-
westerly corner of land now or
formerly of Paul A. Regan et ux,;
and running thence

N. 39° 40 W. twenty one and
05/100 (21.05) feet along said
High Street to a highway stone
bound; thence turning and run-
ning

N. 36° 28 W. forty one and
79/100 (41.79) feet along said
High Street to an iron pin at land
formerly of Minnie B. Marcinek,
now or formerly of Grayson G.
Mclntyre; thence turning and
running

N. 54° 11’ E. seventy one and
71/100 (71.71) feet along said
last named land to an iron pin
at land formerly of the Estate of
Peter Drogon, now or formerly
of said Mclntyre; thence turning
and running

S. 31° 29’ E. forty and 75/100
(40.75) feet along said last
named land passing through a
drill hole in a concrete step to a
point; thence turning and running

N. 59° 42” E. eighteen and
83/100 (18.83) feet along last
named land to a point; thence
turning and running

S. 24° 01’ E. twenty and
70/100 (20.70) feet along last
named land to a point at land now
or formerly of said Regan; thence
turning and running

S. 54° 09’ W. eighty one and
31/100 (81.31) feet along land of
said Regan to the iron pin at the
point of beginning, containing
4,690 square feet of land, all as
shown on said plan.

Together with easement rights
across Parcel A as shown on said
plan.

BEING the same premises
conveyed to the Mortgagor here-
in by deed of Nancy A. Bolduc
dated September 26, 2008 and
recorded in Hampden County
Registry of Deeds herewith.”

The description of the Prem-
ises contained in the Mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

The Premises, together with
all improvements encumbered
by the Mortgage, are to be sold
and conveyed subject to all leas-
es, tenancies, occupancies, mort-
gages, restrictions, covenants,
orders of conditions, easements,
encroachments, outstanding tax
titles, municipal or other pub-
lic taxes, assessments or liens,
federal and state tax liens, other
liens or claims in the nature of
liens and existing encumbrances
recorded prior to the Mortgage
and/or otherwise having priority
over the Mortgage, if there be
any.

TERMS OF SALE: A non-re-
fundable deposit of TEN THOU-
SAND ($10,000.00) DOLLARS
is to be paid by certified or bank
cashier’s check by the purchaser
at the time and place of sale, the
balance to be paid by certified or
bank cashier’s check and deed
to be taken by purchaser with-
in thirty (30) days of the sale at
the offices of Seder & Chandler,
LLP, 339 Main Street, Worcester,
Massachusetts, attorneys for the
Mortgagee.

The Mortgagee reserves the
right to postpone the sale to a
later date by public proclama-
tion on the date and at the time
and place appointed for the sale
and to further postpone at any
adjourned sale date by public
proclamation on the date and at
the time and place appointed for
the adjourned sale.

In the event of the failure or
inability of the purchaser to per-
form and to purchase the Prem-
ises in accordance herewith, the
Mortgagee reserves the right (but
is not obligated) to accept, sub-
ject to the Memorandum of Sale,
the second highest bid for the
Premises, without further adver-
tisement and without further no-
tice to other bidders or persons.
In the event that the Mortgagee
offers the Premises to the second
highest bidder and such person
declines either to purchase the
Premises at the second highest
bid price or to sign the Memoran-
dum of Sale, then the Mortgagee
may elect (but is not obligated) to
exercise the rights of the second
highest bidder under this para-
graph and to purchase the Prem-
ises at the second highest bid
price, without further advertise-
ment and without further notice
to other bidders or persons.

Other terms to be announced

at the time and place of sale.
CORNERSTONE BANK,
successor by merger to SOUTH-
BRIDGE SAVINGS BANK
Present holder of said Mortgage

Jennifer L. Conrad, Esq.
SEDER & CHANDLER, LLP
339 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 757-7721

Attorneys for the Mortgagee

THE ZEKOS GROUP

P.O. Box 549

Shrewsbury, MA 01545

(508)842-9000

Auctioneer, License No. 104
04/09, 04/16, 04/23/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 3 Maplelawn Drive
a/k/a 3 Maple Lawn Drive, Mon-
son, MA 01057

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Paul
L Bucklin and Donna J Bucklin
to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee,
as nominee for Mortgage Re-
search Center, LLC dba Veterans
United Home Loans, and now
held by The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, an officer of the
United States, said mortgage
dated July 8, 2015 and recorded
in the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 20780, Page
146, as affected by a Loan Mod-
ification dated June 16, 2016 and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
21396, Page 338; said mortgage
was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Mortgage
Research Center, LLC DBA
Veterans United Home Loans to
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC
by assignment dated March 14,
2016 and recorded with said Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 21114,
Page 388; said mortgage was
assigned from PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC to The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, an officer of
the United States by assignment
dated June 25, 2025 and record-
ed with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 26174, Page 585; for
breach of the conditions in said
mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction on April 29,
2026 at 01:00 PM Local Time
upon the premises, all and singu-
lar the premises described in said
mortgage, to wit:

Certain land situated in Mon-
son, Hampden County, Massa-
chusetts, off the Westerly side of
Main Street, 1927 State Highway
Layout, bounded and described
as follows:

Beginning at an iron pin in
the Northerly line of a proposed
street which runs Westerly from
Main Street, said iron pin be-
ing the Southwesterly corner of
premises conveyed by Edward L.
Dickenson, et ux, to Harold C.
Wood, et ux; thence South 89°
197 West along the Northerly
line of said proposed street, 150
feet an iron pin; thence North 0°
417 West along land now or for-
merly of Ernest W. Bridges, 92.5
feet to an iron pin; thence North
89° 19’ East still along land now
or formerly of said Bridges, 150
feet to an iron pin at land of said
Woods; thence South 0° 41” East
along land of said Woods 92.5
feet to the place of beginning.

Together with the right to pass
and repass on foot or with vehi-
cles over the aforesaid proposed
street, which proposed street
is now known as Maple Lawn
Drive.

The premises are shown as Lot
Number 6 on a “Plan of Lots in
Monson, Mass ., surveyed for Er-
nest V. Bridges, Scale 1 “ = 40’,
November 22,1954, Kenneth C.
Sherman, Engineer-Surveyor,

Palmer, Mass.”.
Subject to a taking for a sewer
easement by the Town of Mon-

son dated August 20, 1979 and
recorded with Hampden County
Registry of Deeds in Book 4818,
Page 254.

Being the same premises as
conveyed to the mortgagors here-
in by a deed recorded immediate-
ly prior hereto.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated June 2, 2015 and recorded
in the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 20780, Page
144.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, an officer of
the United States

Present Holder of the

Mortgage

(401) 217-8701
03/26, 04/02, 04/09/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BID
SCHOOL BUS
TRANSPORTATION
Monson Public Schools

Monson  Public ~ Schools
(MPS), with the authority of
the School Committee, invites
bids for the provision of School
Bus Transportation beginning
school year 2026 - 2027 and
running through school year
2030 - 2031.

Bid specifications may be
picked up at the Monson Public
Schools, Central Business Office,
43 Margaret Street, Monson, MA
01057 on or after 10AM, Mon-
day, April 6, 2026 or downloaded
from the Monson Public Schools
website or by emailing Leah
Zippin, Director of Business and
Operations, at zippinl@mon-
sonschools.com, after said time.
It a potential bidder downloads
the Invitation for Bids from the
website, it is their responsibility
to notify the District they have
done so and provide contact in-
formation. Otherwise, MPS is
not responsible for any lack of
communication of vital informa-
tion to the potential bidder(s).

A voluntary bidders confer-
ence will be held in person on
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 1PM
at the Central Business Office, 43
Margaret Street, Monson, MA.

Completed bids are to be
received by Monson Public
Schools at its Central Business
Office, 43 Margaret Street, Mon-
son, MA 01057 no later than
2PM, Friday, May 1, 2026 at
which time all bids will be pub-
licly opened and recorded. The
time on the clock in the Monson
Public Schools Central Business
Office will be considered the of-
ficial time for these purposes. In
hand deliveries shall be accepted
only between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 pm at the Central
Business Office. If the Monson
Public Schools are closed for in-
clement weather or an emergen-
cy, the bid opening will be the
following school day in the same
location and at the same time.

All bids must be marked on

the outside of the bidder’s en-
velope “BID - SCHOOL BUS
TRANSPORTATION: MON-
SON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2026-2031”. No bid(s) will be
accepted after the above-stated
date and hour. The Town of Mon-
son, acting through its School
Committee, reserves the right to
waive any informalities in any
or all bids, or to reject any or all
bids, if it be in the best interest of
the District to do so.

All bids are subject to the pro-
visions of M.G.L. Chapter 30b.
No bidder may withdraw its bid
within thirty (30) days after the
date designated above for the re-
ceipt of bids. The contract shall
be awarded to the bidder who
submits the lowest total respon-
sible and responsive bid for this
academic five-year contract, and
who is determined by the Super-
intendent and/or School Com-
mittee, to be the most capable
and reliable in providing trans-
portation to meet the needs of the
students of the Monson Public
Schools. The School Committee
may reject bids that are incom-
plete, have erasures/changes that
are not initialed, or have other
irregularities. The School Com-
mittee also reserves the right to
reject all bids if it is believed
to be in the best interest of the
School to do so.

Each bidder must accompany
with their bid, a bid deposit in the
amount of five ($5,000) thousand
dollars, in the form of irrevocable
letter of credit, a bid bond, a cer-
tified check or cashier’s check,
issued by a responsible bank or
trust company, payable to the
Town of Monson. All bids sub-
mitted Monson Public Schools
Transportation Bid 01-2026 Page
4 of 34 will be binding for ninety
(90) business days subsequent to
bid opening. Award will be based
on the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bid price for regular
transportation. Field and athletic
trips, while required, are not a
determining factor for award of
the contract.

If any successful bidder shall
fail to execute the contract or
contracts awarded and furnish
a performance bond, insurance
certificate and all other required
documentation within ten (10)
days of award of contract, the
Committee may at its option
determine that the bidder has
refused to execute the contract
and the bid deposit shall be for-
feited as liquidated damages and
the contract or contracts may be
awarded to another bidder. The
bid shall include the legal name
of the Bidder and a statement
whether the Bidder is a sole pro-
prietor, a partnership, a corpo-
ration, or any other legal entity,
and shall be signed by the person
or persons legally authorized to
bind the Bidder to a contract.
All required signatures shall be
handwritten in ink with the full
name of the person executing the
same. No initials, stamp, photo-
copy or other copy, or company
name may be used in lieu of any
required signature. A bid by a
corporation shall also give the
State of Incorporation and have
the corporate seal affixed on the
signature pages of the bid sub-
mission. A bid submitted by an
agent shall have a current Power
of Attorney attached certifying
the agent’s authority to bind the
Bidder.

Additionally, the name(s) of
the principals of the sole pro-
prietorship, partnership, corpo-
ration, or other legal entity shall
be provided to the District for all
those individuals whose owner-
ship is equal to, or is greater than,
five percent (5%) of the entity.
In the case of a publicly traded
Corporation, the latest annual
report listing all officers shall be
provided.

Each bid form shall include
a signed statement of certifica-
tions, non-collusion and tax com-

pliance; Bid Form B is included
in this document.

The bid for the five (5) year
contract must be signed with the
name and address of the bidder
and the bid bond must be submit-
ted together in a sealed envelope.

All questions concerning this
Invitation to Bid must be submit-
ted in writing via e-mail, and will
be accepted up to April 17, 2026
at 3PM. Please submit questions
to zippinl@monsonschools.com.
All questions and responses will
be forwarded to all parties.
04/09/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD21P0835EA
Estate of:
Paul Louis Roman
Date of Death: 12/26/2020
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Joseph Roman
of Holland, MA.

Joseph Roman of Holland,
MA has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative
of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

04/09/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD11P0413EA
Estate of:

Alberta M. Sorensen
Date of Death: 11/18/2010
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Linda Beau-
lieu of East Hartford, CT.

Linda Beaulieu of East Hart-
ford, CT has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

04/09/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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PVPC allots over $288,000 in DLTA grant awards

To be put towards
supporting
communities with
local projects

SPRINGFIELD - The
Pioneer Valley Planning
Commission (PVPC) an-
nounced its most recent Di-
rect Local Technical Assis-
tance (DLTA) grant awards,
allotting $288,682 to support
projects across Hampden and
Hampshire counties. The
projects span a wide range of
community priorities, from
establishing a shared regional
building inspector in Western
Hampden County, to devel-
oping town-wide communi-
cations policies. Some addi-
tional work includes land use
and comprehensive planning
efforts, updates to zoning and
regulations, flood risk out-
reach, exploration of housing
production strategies, permit-
ting and bylaw moderniza-
tion, and farmland protection
initiatives. Projects are set
to begin over the following
weeks.

“Providing technical

assistance to communities
across Western Massachusetts
is critical to the work we do
at PVPC. We understand and
recognize our municipalities -
what they do, what they need,
and how they can flourish,”
said Kimberly H. Robinson,
Executive Director of PVPC.
“In a region where many mu-
nicipalities are small, rural,
suburban, and operate with
limited staff and resources,
we are proud at PVPC to col-
laborate with those that need
it most. From creative solu-
tions to unruly problems, to
updating and perfecting cur-
rent plans, to looking out for
what’s best for community
members. By working togeth-
er at the regional level, PVPC
helps communities turn their
ideas into lasting improve-
ments that benefit residents
for years to come.”

The PVPC is able to
provide this local technical
assistance at no cost to these
communities thanks to fund-
ing provided by the Massa-
chusetts Legislature with the
support of local legislators,
under a contract with the
Massachusetts Executive Of-

fice of Housing and Livable
Communities (EOHLC) for
the DLTA Program.

Some of the projects
which will be supported are:

1. Granville - “Shared
Building Inspector Through
PVPC  Program”, create
shared building inspector po-
sition with other towns in the
Western Hampden County
region.

2. [East Longmeadow -
“East Longmeadow Commu-
nications Policy”, advance a
Town-wide Communications
Policy for internal and exter-
nal communications.

3. Monson/Palmer -
“Shared Services Council On
Aging/Recreation”, evalua-
tion/study of possible shared
services of both Palmer and
Monson Council On Aging
and Recreation departments.

4. Belchertown - “Land
Use Plan for the Coming De-
cade”, Land Use element of
Comprehensive Plan.

5. Blandford - ‘“Permit
Review Process Permitting
Guide - Town of Blandford”,
Solar/Battery Energy Storage
System Zoning Bylaw and
Overlay work.

6. Hadley “Hadley
Flood Risk Management Out-
reach Project”, Flood Risk
Management Outreach.

7. Huntington - “Town of
Huntington Master Plan”, up-
dating permitting guidebook
and Master Plan components

8. Ludlow - “Ludlow
Future Growth”, 40R explo-
ration

9. Palmer “Palmer
Subdivision Rules and Reg-
ulations Update”, subdivision
regulations and permitting
guide

10. Plainfield - “Com-
prehensive Community Plan/
Vision for Future”, putting to-
gether a comprehensive plan
for public engagement

11. Russell - “General
Bylaw and Zoning Bylaw
Review and Update”, bylaws
review and update

12.  Southampton -
“Southampton Zoning Bylaw
Review to Support Housing
Production”, evaluating hous-
ing-related bylaws like inclu-
sionary zoning and multifam-
ily zoning

13. Match for Farm-
land Protection Action Grant
- supplement funds for a

project PVPC is working on
as part of the Massachusetts
Farmland Partnership Pro-
gram

14. Open Space and Rec-
reation Plan - funds are set
aside for PVPC to respond
to comments from the state
on local plans that have been
submitted for review

PVPC’s Land Use &
Environment department is
driving  bold, communi-
ty-centered change across
the region. They help cities
and towns bring their visions
to life through smart zoning,
comprehensive planning,
and strategies that support
vibrant, resilient, and sus-
tainable communities. Their
work blends local goals with
regional priorities to protect
the environment, advance
affordable housing, and pre-
serve community character.
They partner with munici-
palities, agencies, nonprof-
its, and the private sector to
expand access to clean, re-
newable energy, build green
infrastructure, and safeguard
natural resources like rivers,
forests, and drinking water.
They help communities con-

front the effects of climate
change, reduce food insecu-
rity, and plan for natural haz-
ards with resilience in mind.
With technical expertise and
a passion for sustainability,
the Land Use and Environ-
ment team helps communities
grow wisely, equitably, and in
harmony with the environ-
ment - ensuring a thriving Pi-
oneer Valley for generations
to come.

PVPC’s Community
and Economic Development
Department works with the
region’s 43 cities and towns
to strengthen local econo-
mies and support community
development across the Pio-
neer Valley. The department
provides technical assistance
on a wide range of initiatives,
including capital planning,
shared services, digital eq-
uity, and strategic economic
development. By assisting
municipalities with grant
writing, project management,
and long-term planning, the
department helps communi-
ties secure funding, address
local challenges, and advance
projects that improve quality
of life across the region.

Annual Pioneer Valley Wine
Festival set for June 6 and 7

BRIMFIELD - Brimfield
Auction Acres, Birthplace of
the world-famous Brimfield
Antique Shows will host the
6th annual Pioneer Valley
wine festival on Saturday, June
6 and Sunday, June 7 from 12
p-m. to 5 p.m.

2026 Marks the 7th year
of the Pioneer Valley Wine and
Food festival. This exciting
event brings together New En-
gland Wineries, Cideries, Dis-
tilleries, and Meaderies from

across the Pioneer Valley and
Farmers of many sorts selling
their wares.

The event started in 2018
by the collaboration with farm
wineries throughout New En-
gland and local farmers to cre-
ate a festival to highlight the
magnificent products Massa-
chusetts provides all in unison
and support of Massachusetts
Agricultural Department.

The festival will feature
local vintners and craft brew-

ers ready to spill their secrets,
Live Art demonstrations, Siz-
zling chef panel starring culi-
nary celebs - to be announced
soon. Last year celebrity
guests include Brynn Gibson,
the youngest Black Jacket fi-
nalist from Fox’s Hell’s Kitch-
en with Gordon Ramsay. We
also have Jared Forman, the
culinary mastermind behind
Deadhorse Hill, who brought
the heat on Food Network’s
Beat Bobby Flay.

Plant, Bake Sale, Craft & Tag Sale
to be held on Hardwick Common

HARDWICK -

The

Tri-Parish Community
Church is pleased to an-
nounce they will be holding
their 20th Annual Plant, Bake
Sale, Craft & Tag Sale on the
Hardwick Common Saturday
and Sunday, May 16 and 17
from 10 am. to 3 p.m. each
day. This popular East Quab-
bin area event will feature tra-
ditional, favorite, and connois-
seur perennials, plus selected

annuals, heirloom vegetable
plants, and herbs in time for
spring planting! There is a
wonderful variety in plants
offered through several local
vendors including Stillman’s
Farm and Howe’s Farm and
Garden of New Braintree,
Inishowen Farms of North
Brookfield from private gar-
dens. A delicious assortment
of home-baked desserts and
breads will also be sold. The

event is held rain or shine. All
are welcome!

The Church is also seek-
ing vendors for their annual
Tag and Craft sale to coincide
with the Plant and Bake Sale.
Please reserve your space on
the Hardwick Common early.
Spaces will be offered for $35
each. Applications may be ob-
tained by contacting Margue-
rite at: mcrevierl.mc@gmail.
com or (413) 477-6942.

BUDGET 1 from page 1

ficial explained early in the
meeting.

However, that figure
quickly escalated as more re-
alistic assumptions were lay-
ered in, particularly the school
department’s request and
rising transportation costs,
ultimately pushing the gap to
approximately $380,000.

Fixed costs
drive budget pressure

A major theme of the
meeting was the rapid growth
of fixed costs, which contin-
ue to limit flexibility in the
town’s operating budget.

Among the most signifi-
cant increases:

* Pensions: +$281,707

e Health insurance:
+$85,000

. Pathfinder Voca-
tional School assessment:

qal
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dventure fours

Shure the Ac

+$147,799

* Westcom dispatch ser-
vices: +$15,391

e Animal control shared
services: +$9,976

Additional increases in
legal services, audit costs,
and contractual planning ser-
vices further compounded the
strain.

“These are costs we can-
not reduce,” finance officials
emphasized, noting many are
contractual or state-mandat-
ed.

Even seemingly small
additions, such as a new
$4,200 “Sealers Weights and
Measures” line, reflected
broader structural changes in
how services are delivered
and billed.

Clarifying the police budget

One point of confusion
centered on the police bud-

0f Warren <G

Boothbay Harbor
Vacation

T

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation................ $899
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .........ccouuruunns $185
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry........c.ceeuurrernns $220
July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise ...........eeuus from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

get, where the chief’s salary
appeared to jump by roughly
$20,000.

Officials clarified the
increase was not new spend-
ing but a reclassification for
transparency.

“The compensation 1is
reflective of what he’s really
receiving,” one administrator
explained. “Items like edu-
cation incentives and holiday
pay were moved into the sal-
ary line.”

Short-term adjustments
and one-time fixes

To ease pressure on the
FY27 budget, officials iden-
tified several temporary solu-
tions:

* Use of remaining ARPA
funds to cover technology up-
grades

e A $1,000 increase in
postage offset by reductions

in office supplies

* A $10,000 contribution
from the Cemetery Commis-
sion for maintenance costs

Officials also discussed
creating a dedicated line item
for retirement buybacks, not-
ing an increase in long-ten-
ured employees retiring.

Hard choices ahead

With the budget still un-
balanced, officials outlined
potential options to close the
gap:

e Debt exclusion for
energy (ESCO) projects,
which could free up roughly
$300,000 annually

e Deferring $125,000 in
capital spending

* Reducing stabilization
fund contributions

* Closing Memorial Hall,
potentially saving $50,000

e Cutting services, in-

cluding library hours, senior
services, or recreation pro-
grams

The idea of across-the-
board payroll cuts was briefly
raised but quickly dismissed
due to union contracts and
operational impacts.

Finance Director warns
against using reserves

Finance leadership
strongly cautioned against
using one-time funds such as
free cash to cover recurring
expenses.

“This is a massive
amount... The answer is not
taking from our reserves or
free cash,” Finance director
Sherii Roberson said.

She warned that doing so
would create an immediate
deficit in the following fiscal
year and could negatively im-
pact the town’s bond rating.

“I advise that everyone
level funds across the board
and we truly begin planning
immediately as to how we’re
going to handle next year,”’
Roberson added.

Consensus reached,

but gap remains

Despite those warnings,
the Finance Committee ulti-
mately voted unanimously to
support:

* Level funding for town
departments

* A 1.9% increase for
schools, including transporta-
tion costs

The decision was made
with Select Board and School
Committee members present
and aligned.

The vote sets the frame-
work for the FY27 budget,
but does not solve the funding

gap.

Accepting New Patients

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-3511

KELLY & VELAZQUEZ
EYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D,, P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.
DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 589-7308

The Optical hop

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens
Designs Available

Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of
Designer Frames
For All Ages

SUNGLASSES

Maui Jim « Ray Ban

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit
& lenses for every lifestyle.

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com



