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Turley photo by Abigail McCoy
Kyle and Olivia Smith along
with baby Grace pose with

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - What began
as a small, community-fo-
cused effort during the uncer-
tainty of the COVID-19 pan-
demic has blossomed into one
of Palmer’s most anticipated
springtime traditions.

Now in its sixth or sev-
enth year, organizer Lori
Chiachia’s annual Easter egg
hunt at Pulaski Park drew ap-
proximately 192 families this

-
GG HUNT draws

year, marking a significant
increase from previous years
and underscoring the event’s
growing popularity.

“I started it during
COVID because nobody was
doing things,” Chiachia said.
“It’s just a free event for the
town. People sign up, and we
make it happen through dona-
tions.”

The event featured four
separate egg hunts divided

ticipate safely and enjoyably.
Younger children ages O to 5
and older participants ages
6 to 10 each had designated
hunt times, with roughly 50
children per session. Each
child had the opportunity to
collect 22 eggs, including
special golden eggs that add-
ed an extra layer of excite-
ment to the experience.

But the festivities ex-
tended far beyond the hunt

the Easter Bunny.

e ol T X

by age group, ensuring that

children of all ages could par- HUNT I page 11

Children were collecting as many eggs as they could carry.

MONSON

Board
reviews
meeting
requests

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The Monson
Select Board’s March 24 meet-
ing covered a wide-ranging
agenda, from public concerns
and municipal appointments to
major funding decisions and
a sobering look at the town’s
financial outlook. Through-
out the evening, themes of
transparency, fiscal strain and
long-term planning dominated
discussion.

Public comment
raises concerns

The meeting opened with
a mix of community updates
and pointed criticism from res-
idents.

Peter Matrow reminded
residents that nominations for
Monson’s Citizen of the Year
remain open through March
31.

More contentious was a
statement from resident Rox-
anne Gunther, who raised
allegations regarding Town
Administrator Jennifer Wolo-
wicz’s handling of a 2022 con-
flict involving a former elected
official. Gunther questioned
the legitimacy of a past inves-
tigation and alleged improper
conduct, including the use of
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BRIMFIELD

Scouts host annual Faster Egg Hunt

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD - Laugh-
ter, bright spring colors, and
the promise of hidden trea-
sures filled the lawn at the
First Congregational Church
of Brimfield this past week-
end, as local scouts carried
on a cherished communi-
ty tradition: the annual

Easter egg hunt.
Organized and

i run by members
of Troop 7 Brim-
= field, the free event

welcomed  fami-

j”/ lies from across the
area for a morning of
games, crafts, and festive
fun ahead of the Easter holi-

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Inside, the area for the younger kids, one year old Ezra picks day.

up his eggs very carefully. Tara  Gilman-Sheffield,

scoutmaster of Troop 7, said
the event has become a staple
in the community calendar.

“We’ve been hosting an
Easter egg hunt here annual-
ly,” she explained. “It’s a free
activity for the community,
and the scouts really take the
lead in making it all happen.”

According to  Gil-
man-Sheffield, the troop is
involved in every stage of
preparation. Scouts spend
time assembling and filling
dozens of colorful eggs, or-
ganizing activities, and set-
ting up the event space before
families arrive. On the day of
the hunt, they help run games,
guide younger participants,
and ensure everything runs
smoothly.

SCOUTS 1 page 8

reviews
draft
budgets

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON - The
Monson Finance Commit-
tee convened this week,
March 30, to review draft
budgets for Fiscal Year
2027 (FY27), engaging in
a rigorous discussion about
the town’s financial sus-
tainability,  departmental
funding, and the long-term
fiscal outlook. The meeting
highlighted growing ten-
sion between maintaining
equitable funding across
town departments and ad-
dressing the needs of the
school system, all within a
framework of limited rev-
enue.

Reviewing the Record
and Opening Business

The meeting opened
with a review of minutes
from March 16, with min-
imal changes made. A
brief discussion followed
regarding the Board of
Health stipend. Committee
members were reminded
that the stipend originated
in 2023 after a worker was
bitten by a dog during a
farm inspection, prompting
the town to hire an external
inspector. “The board of
Health stipend line came
about in 2023 when a board
of health worker was do-
ing farm inspection. She
was bit by a dog,” a com-
mittee member explained.
With the new inspector, not
employed by the town, re-
questing more per inspec-
tion, the stipend was for-
malized at $7,500 in FY25.

The Building and Fa-
cilities budget review was
tabled due to the depart-
ment head’s absence. “Did
anyone have any comments
about that budget? Well,
that would be... to table
that for the next meeting,”
a member stated.

Budget Projections:
Four Scenarios

Finance Director Sher-
ri Roberson presented four
financial projections for
FY27 to guide discussions
ahead of the Annual Town
Meeting.

1. Level Funding (ex-
cluding fixed costs): This
scenario showed a signif-
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PALMER

Electronics recycling at St. Thomas helps community, environment

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

Massachusetts to host weekly
recycling events.

“We’'re a small fami-
PALMER - Residents ly-run business,” Wood ex-

dropped off unwanted elec- plained. “We work with TODAY!
tronics Saturday morning at

churches and government
St. Thomas Church, as Green entities and nonprofit organi-

Day Recycling returned for
another community collec-
tion event that blends envi-
ronmental responsibility with
local fundraising.

Brian Wood, operations
director of Green Day Re-
cycling, said the family-run
business has built its mod-
el around partnering with
churches, nonprofits and mu-
nicipal organizations across

zations throughout the state
to do electronics recycling
events.”

From March through
early December, the compa-
ny travels to a different host
site nearly every Saturday, of-
fering residents a convenient
way to safely dispose of elec-
tronic waste. The St. Thomas

RECYCLE 1 page 13

ELECTRONICS

RECYCLING EVENT

7 GREEN DAY

GreenDayRecyclingMA@Gmail.com | SRECY CL“‘_!G i

.

Jim Wood, owner of Green Day Recycling, and son, Brian Wood.
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Spog-ghetty dinser”

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER - Local resi-
dents gathered for an evening
of food, fun and feline-fo-
cused fundraising at the an-
nual “Spay-ghetti Dinner,”
hosted by Here Today Adopt-
ed Tomorrow at St. Thomas
church in Palmer. The event,
a longtime community tradi-
tion, brought together support-
ers from across the region to
raise money for the shelter’s
ongoing rescue and outreach
efforts.

“It’s just a great fundrais-
er that we have to help raise
money for our shelter,” said
Rachel Max of Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow. ‘“People
love it. They come out, they
eat a bunch of food, and we
raise a lot of money for cats
and people in our community.”

The dinner featured a wel-
coming, family-friendly atmo-
sphere, with guests enjoying
a hearty pasta-based menu
that included vegetarian and
vegan options. The meal was
complemented by garlic bread
donated by European Bakery,
along with desserts contribut-
ed by The Sugar Chalet and
Publick House Historic Inn. A
local chef, Lenny Hart, volun-
teered his time to prepare and
coordinate the meal with ad-
ditional help from community
volunteers.

Beyond the food, attend-
ees had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a variety of activi-
ties designed to engage guests
of all ages. Raffle tables filled
with donated items lined the

event space, while games such
as a “‘cutest cat” contest, a
candy jar guessing game, kit-
ten-naming activities, and cat
trivia added to the evening’s
entertainment.

“All of the raffles are do-
nated by members of the com-
munity,” Max explained. “It’s
really about bringing people
together and making it a good
time while supporting a good
cause.”

Funds raised during the
event directly benefit the or-
ganization’s many programs,
which extend far beyond
adoption services. Here To-
day Adopted Tomorrow offers
low-cost spay and neuter ser-
vices for residents in Monson
and surrounding communities,
including Palmer, Brimfield,
Wales and Holland. The orga-
nization also provides behav-
ioral support for pet owners
and operates a pet food pantry
supplying both dog and cat
food to families in need.

In addition to its ongoing
services, the rescue is current-
ly facing an influx of kittens
and is seeking foster volun-
teers to help care for them un-
til they are ready for adoption.

“We just took in multi-
ple litters unexpectedly,” Max
said. “So if anyone is interest-
ed in fostering, we’re definite-
ly looking for help right now.”

As the evening wrapped
up, the sense of community
support was clear, with attend-
ees not only enjoying a shared
meal but also contributing to a
mission that impacts both an-
imals and their owners across
the region.

Another raffle item was a large basket of cat toys and treats.

TR®@MBLEY

— WEALTH MANAGEMENT —

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

Investment & Retirement
Planning

- More than just returns
- Today's thinking. Yesterday's values.
- Friendly, local and professional
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
The Cutest Cat Contest: people submitted their cats and upon entry to the dinner you got a ticket
to vote for the cutest cat.

There was also a mini free
raffle for whoever guessed
the amount of jolly ranchers
in this jar.

s 5

A honey apiary box was one
of the raffle items.

Raffle tables filled with donated items draw interest from attendees supporting HTAT’s local
animal rescue efforts.
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Volunteers from HTAT and local residents, including chef Lenny Hart, fill the kitchen to make the spaghetti dinner.

This group will be

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

educational, confidential, and free.
Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

held in zoom, is

Good Friday - April 3 at 4 p.m.

Trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992

Rev. Thomas T. Stockton e

Easter Vigil - April 4 at 4 p.m.

St. Barnabas Anglican Church

18 Park Street (on the Common) Belchertown
Weekly Mass Saturdays 4 p.m.

Rt. Rev. Brian R. Marsh

stbarnabasbelchertown.org

~ All Are Welcome ~
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Monson
Garden
Club offers
xeriscaping

MONSON - Monson
Garden Club is sponsor-
ing its guest night program
xeriscaping with Master
Gardener Kathi Gariepy on
Monday, April 6 at 7 p.m. in
First Church of Monson on
High St. in Monson.

Xeriscaping is the art
of landscaping with plants
that require little water for
upkeep. This process helps
with water conservation
while beautifying an area.

Kathi contributes to
community enrichment and
education as a lead teacher
for Massachusetts Horti-
cultural Society and educa-
tion coordinator for Mass
Audubon. She is actively
involved in the Attleboro
Garden Club and Massa-
chusetts Master Gardener
Association. As a master
gardener she shares re-
search-based horticultural
knowledge and experience
with the public.

This program is open
to the public with light re-
freshments to be served. A
suggested donation of $5
will include a chance to win
plants for sustainable gar-
dening.

It is funded in part by
a grant from the Monson
Cultural Council, a local
agency of the Mass. Cultur-
al Council.

BOSTON - State
Representative Angelo J.
Puppolo, Jr. is pleased to
announce that the Mas-
sachusetts Executive
Office of Public Safety
& Security and the De-
partment of Fire Services
has awarded the Town of
Monson’s Fire Depart-
ment a $15,419.00 grant
for the purchase of fire-
fighter safety equipment.
The grant will allow the
department to obtain nec-
essary personal protective
and safety equipment that
will make impactful im-
provements to the safety
and long-term health of
their personnel.

$15,000 grant
awarded to Monson
Fire Department

“I am pleased to sup-
port this funding which
will help the Monson Fire
Department keep our ded-
icated firefighters safer,”
stated Puppolo.

The grant program,
now in its 6th year, reim-
burses Massachusetts fire
departments for a wide
variety of equipment to
protect firefighter safety/
health and bring fire de-
partments into compli-
ance with national stan-
dards as defined by the
National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) and
the Occupational Safety
and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA).

Local Veteran to share
submarine tales of the 60s

BRIMFIELD - Hitch-
cock’s Brown Bag Speaker
Series continues April 15
with local veteran Richard
“Denny”” Denniston who will
share personal stories of his
service on the USS George
Washington. The talk will
begin at 12:30 p.m., follow-
ing an optional lunch at noon.
Reservations are required for
the talk ($10) as well as the
lunch (an additional $10 if
ordering through Hitchcock;
bagged lunches may also be
brought in). The talk will run
approximately one hour, with
additional time reserved for
questions and discussion.

The USS George Wash-
ington (SSBN-598), the third
United States Navy ship to
bear that name in honor of

PALMER - In a pre-
vious report, it was stated
that the Palmer Conser-
vation Commission dis-
cussed the “complicated
history” of the Breton
Estates subdivision and
that unresolved viola-
tions across the broader
development were cen-
tral to the issuance of a
Certificate of Compli-
ance (CoC) for DEP file
#256-1691 at Pioneer

Retraction:
Breton Estates Certificate of Compliance Coverage

Drive. It was also sug-
gested that ongoing con-
ditions were being kept
in place across the entire
subdivision.

This account was in-
accurate.

In fact, the com-
mission’s discussion fo-
cused specifically on a
single lot at 1 Pioneer
Drive, which is currently
being sold. The original
Order of Conditions for

the subdivision, issued
in 2009, applied to the
entire development, but
the commission issued
a partial Certificate of
Compliance for this indi-
vidual lot, while ongoing
conditions remain in ef-
fect only for the remain-
ing lots not yet certified.

The motion for the

partial certificate was
approved unanimously,
6-0.

Founding Father George
Washington, was the first to
be purpose-built as a deter-
rent force. Starting with his
path to enlisting, Denniston
will share stories that touch
on training, camaraderie, and
Navy life above and below
the surface, discussing how
his service impacted his life
and influenced his unwaver-
ing patriotism.

Originally from Mich-
igan, Denniston joined the
Navy at 19 and subsequently
served on three submarines,
including three 67-day patrols
on the USS George Washing-
ton. He went on to earn a de-
gree in education, serving as a
grammar school principal for
the majority of his 37 year ca-
reer in Western MA, ultimate-

ly settling with his wife and
children in Brimfield in 1976.
Denny served as a Veterans
Grave Officer for Brimfield
Cemetery for twelve years,
and enjoys weekly gatherings
at the Apple Barn as a mem-
ber of The Old Car Guys. He
credits growing up near the
Motor City as key to instilling
his early love of cars.

The Brown Bag Speaker
Series is presented with sup-
port from the Shirley Frye
Memorial Fund.

For more information,
visit ~ www.hitchcockacade-
my.org. Hitchcock Academy
is a community center located
at 2 Brookfield Road in Brim-
field serving the community
with educational, recreation-
al, and cultural programming.

Artisan Emporium
to be held May 3

PALMER - The Arti-
san Emporium is holding its
fourth annual fair, the first
Sunday in May. Although
craft fairs are quite common,
this one is complementary to
guests and helps the promo-
tion of small businesses.

Explore  one-of-a-kind
finds from local independent
creators with hands on activ-
ities, food and more.

The Artisan Emporium
event will be on Sunday, May
3 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. fea-

turing jewelry artists, steam-
punk designs, blankets, natu-
ral soaps, metal fabrications,
clay works, artists, candles,
and so much more.

Approximately forty
vendors will be at Olmsted
Park, adjacent to the Steam-
ing Tender in Palmer, Mass.

All vendor fees go to the
restoration and preservation
of the historic Olmsted Park.

Interested vendors can
email scarletlamothe @ gmail.
com

Keep Homestead to open

MONSON - The Keep
Homestead Museum on 35
Ely Road in Monson, will
open for the season on April
12 with the program Indian
Baskets of the Northeastern
Woodlands with Lorraine
German.

Lorraine, owner of Mad
River Antiques in North
Granby, Conn. will discuss
the development of basket
making among Native Amer-
icans in New England and

New York including their sty-
listic differences.

This program starts at
1:30 p.m. in the barn and is
open to the public free of
charge through donations are
welcome. The museum will
be open for viewing of new
displays and for light refresh-
ments from 1 to 3:30 p.m.

The Friends of Keep
Homestead Museum meeting
will take place after the Open
House at 3:30 p.m.

Shed,, Pool &
HHot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Anthun “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500
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Operating Since 1965

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Sat., April 4th
CLOSED
Sat., April 11th ~ 9am-1pm
WORK DAY & KIDS ON TRACK
Sat., April 11th ~ 9am-noon
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALE
West Hartford, CT

Sat., April 18th & 25th ~ 9am-1pm
WORK DAYS

(413) 267-4555

F

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org
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Friday, Movie Matinee
12:30 p.m.
with drinks and popcorn

April 10: “Jackie” -
Celebrated actress Natalie
Portman leads an acclaimed
cast in this powerfully stir-
ring drama as First Lady
Jacqueline Kennedy, as she
grapples with unimaginable
grief and trauma following
President JFK’s assassina-
tion. “Jackie’s” faith and
strength lead her to a new
life with her children. While
she honors her husband’s
remarkable legacy, she also
leaves her own indelible
mark.

April 17: “Killers of the
Flower Moon” — Based on a
true story, Mollie Burkhart,
a member of the Osage Na-
tion, fight to survive and

save her community from a
spree of greed-fueled mur-
ders committed against them
in 1920’s Oklahoma after oil
was discovered on their land.

April 24:  “Forrest
Gump” — Tom Hanks gives
an astonishing performance
as Forrest, an everyman
whose simple innocence
comes to embody a genera-
tion. Alongside his mamma,
his best friend Bubba, and
his favorite girl Jenny, For-
rest has a ringside seat for
the most memorable events
of the second half of the 20th
Century.

Monday Evening
Programs
4:30 p.m.

April 6: Scrapbooking
with Kim Keaton $10 Paid in
Advance

April 13: “Quabbin
Clearing of the Valley”

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

Wednesday, April 8th
7pm-?

Musical
PRIZES! Blngﬂ

948 Main Street, Warren
413-436-8491

April 27: “Construction
of the Windsor Dam”

Activities

April 2 at 12:30 p.m.,
Clay craft

April 7 and 21 at 12:30
p.m., Let Us learn together -
Watercolor painting.

April 8, 15, 22 and 29
Fruit and Veggie Stand

April 8 at 11:30 a.m. In-
formation Table “Free Noti-
fication System” with Diane
Vadnais

April 9 at 1 p.m., Sun-
shine Village Craft

April 94:30-7:30 OPEN
HOUSE - see the changes
here at the center, check out
our program-ming and enjoy
complimentary charcuterie
platters and refreshments.

April 14 at 12 p.m. -
“Russo’s Lakeside” in Palm-
er, this is a self-drive, self-
pay event.

=) Palmer Senior Center

April 15 at 11:30 am. -
Lunch & Learn w/ Pat Prew
- Low sodium.

April 16 at 9:30 am. -
Kim with Power Back Rehab
Informational

April 16 at 12:30 p.m.
- Fairy Lantern w/ Kim Kea-
ton

April 22 at 12 p.m. -
Staying Connected to Na-
ture — In recognition of Earth
Day, we will ex-plore the
many physical and emotion-
al benefits of spending time
in nature, along with simple
ways to bring more of the
outdoors into everyday life.
Participants will plant herb
seeds to take home with
them.

April 23 at 1 p.m. - Sun-
shine Village Painting

Quabbin Series
Monday, April 13, April
27, May 11, and May 18

PARAMOUNT
PIZZA, BAR &
¥/ \\V RESTAURANT

1618-1620 NORTH MAIN ST.
(RT. 20) PALMER

(413) 283-5335

SUN.-THURS. 11AM-9PM
FRI.-SAT. 11AM-10PM

20% OFF
DINE-IN SPECIALS

Excludes Drink, Dine In Only. Excludes Daily Special

MONDAY:

Any Grinder w/fries & a beer $14.95
TUESDAY:

All Dinner 50% Off
WEDNESDAY:
8 pc. Wing w/ Fries & A Beer $14.95
THURSDAY:
Burger w/Fries & A Beer $14.95
FRIDAY:
Any Large Pizza, 10 Wings &
A Bottle of Wine $39.95

PARAMOUNTPIZZAPALMER.COM
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I'll be 70 on New Year’s Day.
When should I apply for
Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

I was born on Jan. 1,
1958, so I believe Social
Security considers me to be
70 as of December 2027.
I'm planning on filing
when I turn 70 to maximize
the payment. I'm not sure if
I should start in December;
with the first payment in
January 2028. Or should
[ start in January with the
first payment in February
20287 I know I can start
anytime, however I don’t
want to file before the max-

imum payment, even by
one month.
Signed: Wanting

Maximum Benefit

Dear Wanting:

You are correct that
if your birth date is Jan.
1, 1958, you are entitled
to your full age 70 benefit
in December 2027. So, if
you claim your SS benefit
to start in December 2027
you will get your maxi-
mum benefit amount and
you will receive that pay-
ment in January 2028 (on
the second Wednesday).
Basically, anyone born on
the first of any month is
considered to have been
born in the previous month
for SS benefit purposes.

You can apply for your
benefits up to four months
prior to your birthday
month and SS usually sug-
gests applying about three
months in advance to give
them time to process your
application. When you
complete the application,
you will specify the month
you wish your benefits to
start, so applying early
does not present a problem.
You can either call SSA at
1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to apply

over the phone or you can
apply online at www.ssa.
gov/apply.

The one thing you
might want to do is put
the following in the “Re-
marks” section of your ap-
plication for SS benefits: “I
do not wish to receive any
retroactive Social Security
benefits. I want my benefits
to become effective with
the first month of my age
70 eligibility (December
2027 because I was born
on the first of January).”

Including that remark
will ensure that your ben-
efit will be the full max-
imum amount you are
entitled to at 70 years of
age, without any reduction.
And I congratulate you on
choosing a strategy which
maximizes your monthly
benefit and will likely pro-
vide you with the most in
cumulative lifetime Social
Security benefits.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

POETRY CORNER

The Easter Hunt

The brown rough-slabbed rocks used
For little these days were further evidence
Of the layerings, above the rapids when crossing
Back to Fredericksburg, to the battlefield.
Where only
A week ago we were. Converging, making
For a birthday,; and to meet among the Easter eggs grown
Bright and brittle as modern worlds
That we hid in the green holdings of grass.

The field was then our nest,
Where no voice of protest was. Only
The growing plans of Spring at first,
Over a sense of spirits on the Sunken Road;
And the daffodils in groups
Here and there, like on a playground keeping
To themselves, nodding, glancing downward one
To another, along the plains of linked fences
In the warm sun.

And our two small girls -
Trailing yellow hair, all eagerness
And eyes of morning blue, in matching
Pastel sundresses. Wishing them search
Hard and well. Providing a few clues,
And where the eggs weren’t-
But they were mostly given to their own guesses.
Looking under each part of everywhere
By the ash trees, holly and flowering shrubs.

And among the dozen that were there - one remained
Unfound. Is that why I went back
That no amount of looking could uncover?
For a second look at the earthborne angels
Bend forward there in the tufts and twining
Grass where they were part of the dream
That rises in the resting egg. To see the sight
Twice, might be to get nearer the promise
Given beyond the veil of so
Many years when it was taken down,
And seemed punctured to a vacant shell.

— Charles Barnes

©DAVEGRANLUND, COM

Pruning your hydrangeas

t was encouraging to see
SO many gar—
deners out i

force this past

weekend, re-

gardless

the fact that

it remained

a little chilly.

I got out-
side too, main-
ly to clean up
some  leaves
and debris from
a bed near the front door.
While I was there, I began
pruning my pink flowered
Hydrangea (H. paniculata),
mainly by removing last
year’s blooms.

I often get questions
about blue hydrangeas and
how to prune and what to do
to coax it into bloom. So, be-
fore you get the pruners out
and have at it, read on.

Most established hy-
drangea bushes, the “Mop-
head” types (Hydrangea
macrophylla) say those old-
er than 15 years or so, flow-
er on “old” wood, in other
words, from buds made on
the previous season’s stems.
That is why they are not
pruned in the fall or in the
spring for that matter, unless
the stem is dead or partially
dead.

An early autumn frost, a
hard winter, or a late spring
frost can kill buds or even
entire stems. If the stem does
not leaf out at all the further
we get into spring, it is likely
dead, and you should cut it
down to the ground.

Usually the plant’s
roots are not harmed,
and new growth
will emerge from
the base of the
plant.

However,
with these older
cultivars, you will be

cuwla

Roberta MeQuaid

left with just
foliage in summer because
the buds made the previ-
ous year will have been cut
away. Sometimes a stem is
only partially winter killed
and it may leaf out midway
down the stem.

In that case, just prune
away the portion that is dead
and leave the rest. Don’t
worry that you may remove
flower buds in the process;
more occur further down the
stem and will bloom if they
too haven’t been eliminated
by Old Man Winter.

Perhaps you have one of
the newer cultivars such as
“Endless Summer,” “Penny
Mac,” or others that bloom
on new growth as well as
old growth. In that case how
much you cut away is not
as critical. You should get
flowers even if last season’s
stems are cut to the ground
because soon enough new
stems will produce new
buds.

Sometimes people com-
plain that they still don’t get
flowers and this is
very perplexing. I've

been to forums
where every-

thing  from
proper sit-
ing (morn-

ing sun,
dappled shade)
to fertilization is dis-
cussed (not too high
in nitrogen, please).
One complaint was
that our growing season is
just borderline long enough
for flowers to appear on new
growth and reportedly some
of these early repeat bloom-
ers are being phased out be-
cause of it. If that’s the case,
I am sure they are breeding
more dependable cultivars
as we speak.
I had always wanted
a hydrangea and finally
bought one as a Mother’s
Day gift to self maybe four
years ago. It is a newer gen-
eration and so far I have
been very happy. It’s filled
out nicely and had well over
two dozen flowers last year.
Hopefully the harsh
winter will not effect my
hopes for a repeat perfor-
mance this summer. [ wish
you much success and many
blooms on your hydran-
geas!
Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Massa-
chusetts. For the last 34
years, she has held the
position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She en-
Jjoys growing food as
well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

Simon says, “Stand on one leg”

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

old again and playing Si-
mon Says.

“Simon says, ‘Stand on
one leg.” Now, stand on the
other one.”

Oops, you’re “out,” be-
cause there wasn’t a “Simon
says.” But you can be “in
better health

if you can train yourself
to stand on one leg for a few
seconds or as long as a min-
ute.

A recent article post-
ed by the BBC detailed the
positive health effects of
being able to balance on
one leg. It can improve and
maintain balance, mobility

Imagine you're 6 years

Vour
health

and even memory. The thing
is, our ability to do it peaks
at around age 10 and then
slowly declines with age.

“If you find that it’s not
easy, it’s time to start training
your balance,” Tracy Espiri-
tu McKay of the American
Academy of Physical Medi-
cine and Rehabilitation, told
the BBC.

Quite a lot of research
has backed this up. For ex-
ample, it’s been found that
for older adults, including
those with dementia, regu-
lar single-leg training sig-
nificantly reduces the risk
of falls and helps maintain
muscle strength, balance and

the ability to perform those
all-important activities of
daily living (ADLs). These
are the things that, if you can
do them on your own, keep
you out of assisted living
and nursing homes.

Balancing on one leg
also significantly increases
muscle activity in the legs
and ankles compared to
standing on both feet. This
includes the hamstrings,
which is beneficial for stabi-
lizing our knees.

It seems counterintui-
tive, but standing on one leg
even challenges the brain,
improving its alertness and
motor control, improving
posture and maintaining sta-
bility.

In addition, when per-
formed with specific instruc-
tions (such as focusing on an
external object), the exercise
significantly activates core
muscles, including the ab-
dominals and back muscles,
which is vital for prevent-
ing and rehabilitating lower
back injuries. It’s also a key
tool for recovering from an-
kle and knee injuries.

HEALTH 1 page 5

The
Journal Register

EDITORIAL
journalregister@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
Amanda Munson
amunson@turley.com

ADVERTISING
SALES
Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli
sports@turley.com

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940)
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass.
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069.

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

Turley &

Pubhcahons Inc

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Letters to the
editor policy

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length,
and guest columns between
500-800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require that the
person submitting the opinion
also include his or her town of
residence and home telephone
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We
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Please send opinions to:

The Journal Register

Letter to the Editor

24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069,
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journalregister@turley.com
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consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for
publication on these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local residents endorsing
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be
printed. If the volume of letters received is
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate,
state House, district attorney and Governor’s
Council during the weeks leading up to the
election, as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form
and as a Word doc or plain email text — no PDFs or flyers,
please — to journalregister @turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL
GIFT SHOPPE

April Vendors

April 1 - Cork Elegance

April 2 - Generations of Cookies
April 8 - How Charming

April 16 - Weleful Weavers
April 21 - Wicked Good Treats
April 23 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
April 30 - Jewelry for Diane

April 14

Financial Fitness: The Power of Budgeting - Palmer Pub-
lic Library Community Room at 6:30 p.m. Could Budgeting
Be Your Superpower? Join Edward Jones Financial Advisor
Lucille Germain for an exploration of the power of budget-
ing. We will examine your wants and needs and talk about
personal spending and savings goals. Many think budgeting
equals constraints, but a budget can help put you in control.
Are you ready to give budgeting a try? This program is free
and registration is not required.

ONGOING

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-
ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come. (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000 @ gmail.com for more
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd.,
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking,
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members

meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St,
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, no
sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own.
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required — just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691,
or email palewis19 @yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER SEA-
SON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is locat-
ed on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State Park.
DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. Coming in
January, programs will also be offered to highlight the Range’s
special nature in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

One is brick and mor-

tar-built by human hands.
There is a large sign out
front. A foundation. Walls.
A ceiling. Padded chairs are
lined up in rows. Carpeting
covers the floor.

A worship team plays
music. Guitars, a keyboard
and drums. A harmony of
voices blend with my own,
ringing out in praise. The
lyrics speak to me. Words
which stir my emotions and
feel more like a spiritual en-
counter than mere singing.

My other church is a ca-
thedral. There is no sign out
front. No doors or windows.
No foundation. No floor or

Ibelong to two churches.

Nature is our Cathedral

walls or ceiling. At least not
in the manmade sense.

Gravel, granite and
earth are the floor. The
vast canvas of blue sky is
the ceiling. The sentinel of
trees lining the path form
the walls. The foundation is
made from mountains rather
than poured cement, but they
hold me up and give me far
more strength than concrete
ever could.

In my church, I listen
to our pastor preach words of
truth, faith and hope. Inspir-
ing me. Redirecting me. Pro-
viding spiritual nourishment.
Leading me along the path to
a life of purpose.

In my cathedral, T lis-
ten to nature preach a homi-
ly in a language all its own.
No words are needed, but it
speaks to me nonetheless.
Giving my life meaning
and purpose. Deepening my
faith. Restoring my soul.

The melody here is dif-
ferent. The music does not
reach my ears from a speak-
er in the corner of the room,
but through a tapestry woven
from rustling leaves, cas-
cading streams and roaring
waterfalls. The sounds blend
together, proclaiming God’s
glory not through spoken
words, but through some-
thing equally powerful.

This place is no less sa-
cred than the church where I

worship every Sunday. It is
a sanctuary created by the
hands of God himself. Built
out of unfailing love. When I
am standing in the quiet still-
ness and immense grandeur
of Creation, I bear witness to
God’s profound greatness.
There is a sacredness
in this cathedral of earth and
trees and sky which tran-

Submitted photos

scends human understand-
ing. A peace which contra-
dicts life circumstance. A
gratefulness in spite of the
many trials and challenges.
Out here, I experience
deeply personal moments of
connection. As though there
is a thread joining heaven to
earth. A yarn woven of rev-
erent awe and immeasurable

joy linking my human heart
to the Divine.

My worship is not re-
stricted to the confines of a
building. It flows from me
in equal measure out here in
the wild places... where the
wind dances and the water

flows and the heavens them-

selves declare glory.

My soul is fed at both
my church and my cathedral.
But some days, I can hear
God speaking to me louder
in the church that was not
built by human hands.
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It’s even good for your
heart and overall cardiovas-
cular fitness. Balancing on
one leg is more physically
demanding than standing on
two, increasing oxygen de-
mand and metabolic rate.

Doctors can use the abil-
ity — or inability — to stand on
one leg as a reliable indicator
of future fall risks and cogni-
tive decline. “In Alzheimer’s
patients, researchers are ac-
tually finding that if they’re
unable to stand on one leg
for five seconds, it usually

predicts a faster cognitive de-
cline,” Espiritu McKay told
the BBC.

So let’s get going — I
mean standing. And we need
to start slowly and safely.

If you can’t hold a one-leg
stance for more than a second
or two, hold on to the back of
a chair. Stand upright with a
slight bend in your knees and
lift one foot off the ground.
Lift your hands off the chair
briefly, then repeat on the
other side. Keep practicing
several times a week until you
can maintain a one-leg stance
for 10 seconds without hold-

ing on and without too much
wobble.

Then you can move on
to other variations. Wear dif-
ferent kinds of shoes, have
socks on or go barefoot. Stand
on different types of surfaces:
carpet, wood, tile, sidewalks.
Focus on an object in front of
you, like a clock so you can
time yourself. One minute is
longer than you think.

Or try it with your eyes
closed, which is especially
challenging!

The nice thing about this
exercise is that you can build
it into your everyday routines,

NOTICE

ERRORS: FEach adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

o

€ theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE_ _

e

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

Jwing on by The Roadhoure Cafe!
Specials Are Served All Week
And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AMTO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

such as waiting for the coffee
to perk or brushing your teeth
before you go to bed.

What else can you do to
improve your ability to stand
on one leg?

* Lift your knees as high
as you can, one after the other,
balancing for a few seconds
between lifts. Incorporating
hand weights makes it more
challenging — as well as help-
ing you work on your upper
body.

 Sit and stand without
using your arms for 30 or so
seconds. A dining chair or
other straight-backed chair is

NURSES: TAKE GONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

/ Become a Private Patient Advocate

 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule ]
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance |
 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

u EADV CATE

ENTREPRENEUR

good for this exercise. (Also
works the upper legs and glu-
tes.)

Older adults who work on
maintaining strength, balance
and mobility have a better
chance of remaining indepen-
dent, being able to drive and
aging in place. In addition,
research is finding that older
brains that are able to keep
generating neurons are less
subject to cognitive decline.

Do your body and brain
a favor by playing a little “Si-
mon Says” every day.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg,
R.N., a registered nurse and

board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become success-
ful private patient advocates.
A Monson, MA resident, she
is the author of “How to Be a
Healthcare Advocate for Your-
self & Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating

Well: Strategies for Finding
Strength and Understanding
in Health Care,” available at
Amazon.com. Contact her at
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free
phone consultation.

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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Knox Trail event April 18

PALMER - Knox
Trail 250 Event will be
held Saturday, April 18 at
the Palmer Public Library.

1976 Quilt on Display -
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Students from Palm-

er High School Class of
1978, as well as other Mas-

sachusetts towns along
the Henry Knox Trail,
submitted embroidered

squares to become part of
this commemorative quilt
project. This venture was
organized by Palmer’s
Bicentennial Committee.
The quilt will remain on

display until library clos-
ing at 2 p.m.

Dennis Picard Knox
Trail Presentation -
11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Local Historian, Den-
nis Picard will share de-
tails of the 1775/1776
Henry Knox wintry expe-
dition as it passed from
the Massachusetts town of
North Egremont through
Springfield, Palmer, and
on to Boston. Though a
piece of our local lore,
some parts of this saga are
still debated and remain
controversial. Dennis has

a personal connection with
this event in our history,
as he participated in one
portion of the recreation
of this trek during the bi-
centennial of 1976. Please
join us for this special pre-
sentation and learn more
about this daring mission.

free to the public, but
space is limited and regis-
tration is requested.

ing:
org/events

space allows. We hope to
see you there.

These programs are

Register by visit-
www.palmerlibrary.

Drop-ins welcome if

WWC Fashion Show
to be held April 23

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Women’s Club is
sponsoring a Fashion Show
Luncheon on Thursday, April
23, at the St. Cecilia Parish
Center, 42 Main St., Wilbra-
ham.

Clothing from Chico’s in
the Longmeadow Shops will be
featured. The catered luncheon
choices are Salmon with dill
sauce or Chicken Francaise.

There will also be a raffle
for many prizes and gift certif-
icates. Join us at 11:30 for a
social time with hors d’oeuvres

followed by lunch at Noon.
The donation is $42 and is a
fundraiser for the club’s schol-
arships and charitable dona-
tions to needy organizations in
the area.

For reservations, please
make checks payable to Wil-
braham Women’s Club and
mail to Sue Agnew, 7 Aspen
Dr., Wilbraham 01095. For
questions, call Sue at 596-
9480. Be sure to include meal
choice in memo of check.
Also, include with whom you
wish to sit.

Lions Club to
hold pancake
breakfast

LUDLOW - The
Ludlow Lions Club will
hold their annual Free Pan-
cake Breakfast on Sunday,
April 12, from 8:30 a.m.
to 11 a.m. at the Polish
American Citizens Club,
355 East Street in Ludlow.
There will be free Child
Vision Screening, a free
Coloring Station and free
Pictures with Bluey! 9 a.m.
to 10 a.m., you must use
your own camera. Many
raffle prizes will be avail-
able. Open to everyone.

Arbors offers free
Alzheimer conversation

REGION - Join us for
an inspiring talk at the Arbors
of Chicopee on April 28 at 6
p.m. with Sean Terwilliger.
This event is free and open to
the public. Sean Terwilliger, a
former technology leader and
teacher, will share his own in-
spiring story about how being
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
led to writing, advocacy and
a sense of purpose. Learn
about how his experiences

Town of Brimfield to mark America’s

with clinical trials, newly ap-
proved medications and life-
style change led to his belief
that he could outpace the pro-
gression of the disease, and
how he is now an advocate
through foundations like the
Walk to End Alzheimer’s.
This event is free and
open to the public, but space
is limited. Please register by
calling or texting 413-530-
5916 to reserve your spot.

250th Anniversary of Independence

BRIMFIELD - On
Saturday, June 13, 2026, a
community-wide celebration
marking the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation’s freedom
will take place in Brimfield. In
recognition of this year’s his-
toric milestone, a full day of
remembrance and celebration
is planned. All are welcome to
attend the day’s events, which
include the following: Revo-

lutionary War themed ceme-
tery tours, a ceremony at the
town common gazebo, a pa-
rade, and fun-filled festivities
at the Brimfield Winery. The
evening will close out with a
spectacular fireworks display.

Additional details and
updates will be available
through the Friends of His-
toric Brimfield event web-
site:  www.fohbrimfield.org.

Tax-deductible donations can
also be made in support of
this celebration through this
website, and in gratitude, do-
nors will be recognized in the
event program. Donations can
also be mailed to: Friends of
Historic Brimfield, P.O. Box
52, Brimfield, MA 01010
with “Spirit of Brimfield” in
the memo.

If you or your company

are interested in any level of
corporate or business spon-
sorship, please visit the event
website at www.fohbrimfield.
org. Additional volunteers are
needed for both planning and
to help with activities, or if
you are interested in putting
a float in the parade, contact
Friends of Historic Brimfield
at (413) 239-0288 for more
information.

Suicide awareness walk returns

WARE - During Mental
Health Awareness Month,
community members and
students from Ware Pub-
lic Schools, will gather at
Grenville Park for the third
annual Out of the Darkness
Campus Walk to benefit the
American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention.

The 5K walk will be
held at Grenville Park, 73
Church St., on Saturday,

May 2, with check-in start-
ing at 9 a.m. and the walk at
10 a.m. People can register
at afsp.org/ware or scan the
QR code.

This event was estab-
lished in 2024 by School
Resource Officer Jeannine
Bonnayer and Ware Pub-
lic Schools Food Service
Manager Kristen Murphy,
to help to bring awareness
to and start a conversation

about suicide. In March of
2023, Murphy’s son Ethan
Donnelly died by suicide at
the age of 24.

Murphy died in Febru-
ary of 2025, after a brief but
fierce battle with a rare and
aggressive cancer.

This walk fundraiser
was a cause very close to
her heart, and a way she
could honor her son’s mem-
ory.

d

Helping local
businesses

grow, thrive,
and succeed.

Many small businesses struggle to grow and secure funding.
QVCDC, with support from USDA and MassDevelopment,
guides entrepreneurs in the Quaboag Valley with practical
tools to strengthen operations, plan for growth, and prepare
for financing so their business can thrive.

or low cost.

and

Quaboag Valley
Community Development Corporation

Business development services

From start-up to growth stage, QVCDC offers one-on-one guidance to help
you strengthen operations, market your business, and manage finances.
Our flexible programs connect you with experienced advisors, many at no

Workshops and training

Build your skills and strengthen your business through QVCDC's hands-

on workshops and group training sessions. Designed for both new and
established businesses, these sessions cover business planning, marketing,
and financial management. Financial assistance may be available for
qualifying participants.

Loan applications and funding

Ready to launch or expand your business? QVCDC can guide you through

the lending process with support for business plan development, cash-flow
projections, and loan readiness. We'll help you prepare a strong application
and position your business for long-term success.

Funding provided

Discover how your
business can reach

new heights at
QVCDC.org or call

Wine festival to be held in June

BRIMFIELD—Brim-
field Auction Acres, Birth-
place of the world-famous
Brimfield Antique Shows
will host the 6th annual
Pioneer Valley wine festi-
val on Saturday, June 6 and
Sunday, June 7 from 12
p.m. to 5 p.m.

2026 Marks the 7th
year of the Pioneer Valley
Wine and Food festival.
This exciting event brings
together New England
Wineries, Cideries, Distill-
eries, and Meaderies from

across the Pioneer Valley
and Farmers of many sorts
selling their wares.

The event started in
2018 by the collabora-
tion with farm wineries
throughout New England
and local farmers to cre-
ate a festival to highlight
the magnificent products
Massachusetts provides all
in unison and support of
Massachusetts Agricultural
Department.

The festival will fea-
ture local vintners and craft

GE |
HIRED

Full-Time

Advertising Sales

» Do you want to work in your community
helping local businesses connect with their

customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local
journalism, which tells the unique stories of

our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our
community newspapers. The right candidate
will assume an established territory with a

portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required. Previous
print sales experience is preferred but we
will train the right candidate.

brewers ready to spill their
secrets, Live Art demon-
strations, sizzling chef pan-
el starring culinary celebs
- to be announced soon.
Last year celebrity guests
include Brynn Gibson, the
youngest Black Jacket fi-
nalist from Fox’s Hell’s
Kitchen with Gordon Ram-
say. We also have Jared
Forman, the culinary mas-
termind behind Deadhorse
Hill, who brought the heat
on Food Network’s Beat
Bobby Flay.

—

Competitive commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Turley Publications

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Turley™

413-967-3001.

in part by :L‘ MassDevelopment Email:;jamie@turley.com Publ icatiOﬂS, INnC.
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Palmer Library art show begins

PALMER - April’s
art show at Palmer Li-
brary will feature works
by the Abstract Art Squad
- four artists who met at
an abstract art class sev-
en years ago and continue
to meet weekly to support
and inspire one another.

Abstract art is a genre
encompassing many
styles and movements.
It uses a visual language
of shape, form, color and
line to create a composi-
tion which may or may
not have references to the
real world. Each artist in
this show has their own
style ranging from simple
geometrics to complex
intuitive  compositions.
Approximately thirty-two
paintings will be on dis-

play, ranging in size from
8”7 x 12” to 20” x 30”.

Here is what these
artists have to say about
their work.

Maggi

“I create for the pur-
pose of getting lost and
letting my mind relax.
There is no destination or
final product in mind...
just color explorations,
lines, and forms that I
find pleasing in the mo-
ment”.

Nadine

“I studied Art Histo-
ry at Smith College and
worked in museums until
a diagnosis of Multiple
Sclerosis early in my ca-
reer shifted my interest to
creating art. I work most-
ly with acrylics, colored

pencil, pencil and mixed
media”.
Roger

“After many years
of artistic realism, I love
the freedom of painting
abstracts in acrylic. With
a blank canvas and free
mind there are so many
possibilities. 1 love con-
trasts in tone and color.
Always exploring”.

Jean-Marie

“As a math and sci-
ence person, [ tend to
prefer doing realistic,
representational paintings
because I can tell when I
am ‘getting it right’. Ab-
stract art pushes me out
of this comfort zone and
allows me to simply enjoy
the experience of playing
with paint”.

The April show will
be from April 2 to April
30 in the Community
Room. The library is open
Monday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Tuesday thru Thursday 10
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday and
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Access to the Community
Room may be limited if it
is in use. You can check
with the library at 413-
283-3330. There will be a
reception with the artists
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 16. The library
is located at 1455 N Main
St, Palmer, MA.

For more information
about the Abstract Art
Squad visit their website
at  https://www.abstrac-
tartsquad.com/ or their
Facebook page.

Mass Button
Show April 11

THREE RIVERS — Mas-
sachusetts State Button Soci-
ety’s spring meeting will be
hosted by the Metropolitan
and Monson Button Clubs
on Saturday, April 11 at the
Amvets Post 74 on Main St.
in Three Rivers from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m.

The public is invited to
attend the day’s activities
and to purchase buttons and

button related items

from 9 am to noon and from
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. There will
be no button sales during the
break from noon to 1:30 p.m.
as lunch, a business meeting,
and auction will take place.
Morning visitors will be
treated to coffee and refresh-
ments provided by the hosting
club; bring your own brown
bag lunch, and dessert will be
provided. There is no admis-
sion fee, and all are welcome.

Town of Palmer announces
nomination papers available

PALMER - The Town
Clerk of Palmer will have
nomination papers available
the week of March 9.

The available seats on
the June 9, 2026 town elec-
tion are as follows:

Councilor at Large 1 seat
3-year term
Councilor at Large 1 seat
1-year term

District Councilor PCT#1

1seat
3-year term
Planning Board
2 seats
3-year term
School Committee
2 seats
3-year term
Last day to obtain Nom-
ination papers is April 16,
2026. Nomination papers
must be filed with the Reg-
istrar, no later than April 21,

2026. Fifty valid signatures
are required. The fifty signa-
tures must be registered vot-
ers in the Town of Palmer; the
District Councilor Precinct #
1 seat requires fifty signatures
of registered voters from Pre-
cinct #1.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding filing require-
ments on above seats, please
reach out to the Palmer Town
Clerk’s office.

St. Paul’s to host “Dance Night”

PALMER - St. Paul’s
Church will host “Dance
Night! with DJ Seagull” for
students in grades 6 through
9 on Friday, April 17 from 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The event is
designed to offer a safe, wel-
coming, and engaging space
for middle school youth to
gather, socialize, and enjoy an
evening of music and fun.

The dance will feature
music by DJ Seagull of Berk-
shire Hills Music Academy,
along with refreshments and
a relaxed, well-supervised en-
vironment. Organizers hope
the evening will provide an
opportunity for young people
in the greater Palmer area to
connect with friends, meet
new peers, and simply enjoy
being together in a positive
setting.

The event is sponsored

by All Young Voices: Circle of
Friends, a new twice-monthly
teen gathering being devel-
oped at St. Paul’s. The initia-
tive is focused on creating a
safe and welcoming space for
connection, belonging, and
personal growth. Open to all
youth, All Young Voices will
include elements of mindful-
ness, creative expression—in-
cluding music—and thought-
ful exploration of life’s deeper
questions in an inclusive, in-
terfaith spirit. The group espe-
cially hopes to support youth
who may feel marginalized
or lonely, while remaining
open and engaging for all. As
part of its growing outreach,
All Young Voices plans to
offer youth dance nights and
similar events multiple times
throughout the year.

“All young people need

spaces where they can feel
comfortable, included, and
free to have fun,” said orga-
nizers of All Young Voices
“This is about creating that
kind of environment—some-
thing that’s both enjoyable
for youth and reassuring for
families.”

Admission is $5 at the
door. For the safety of all par-
ticipants, students must be
signed in and signed out by
a parent or guardian. Partici-
pants will remain on site for
the duration of the event and
will not be permitted to leave
and re-enter.

The dance is open to all
students in grades 6-9 from
Palmer and surrounding com-
munities.

For more information,
visit www.StPaulsPalmer.org
or call 413-283-8185.

|l

For more information c

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

Tues. T0am - 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm -« Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE TO SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

all 2835-33530 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library
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Monson nomination papers
available for town election

MONSON - The Mon-
son Town Clerk’s Office an-
nounces that nomination pa-
pers are now available for the
Annual Town Election to be
held on June 9, 2026.

The following slate of
offices are available:
Select Board,1 Seat,
term 3 years
Town Clerk, 1 Seat,

term 3 years

Board of Assessors, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
School Committee, 2 Seats,
one term 2 years
one term 3 years
Water/Sewer Commission,
1 Seat,
term 3 years
Cemetery Commission,
1 Seat,
term 3 years

Parks and Recreation
Commission, 1 Seat,
term 3 years
Housing Authority, 1 Seat,
term 5 years

The deadline to obtain
nomination papers is Thurs-
day, April 16.

For inquiries contact the
Monson Town Clerk’s office
at 413-267-4115 or email:
townclerk @monson-ma.gov.
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DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSION MAY 15th gy g I H [ K.
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: $55.00

dflynn@turley.com

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!
CongratulateYOUR Graduate

We are offering a great deal for you to

CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE

in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper,
Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

¥ x

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

very ¢
you and your

accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

Love, Mom ¢ Dad

2x3 Black & White Grad Ad
We ar%) Bw
Q) /=-«0]}
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A group photo of all the egg hunt participants, including one adorable runaway.

SCOUTS 1 from page 1

The event is typically
held the week before Easter,
giving children an early op-
portunity to celebrate. In ad-
dition to the egg hunt itself,
families were treated to a va-
riety of activities, including
crafts, light refreshments, and
a special visit from the Easter
Bunny.

“The Easter Bunny al-
ways stops by so the kids can
see him before Easter,” Gil-
man-Sheffield said. “We have
snacks and lots of fun things

ing among local families.

“We’re always looking to
welcome new members,” Gil-
man-Sheffield said. “We have
programs starting as young
as kindergarten all the way
up through age 18, and even
opportunities beyond that.
We’re coed across all of our
units.”

For many in attendance,
the event offered more than
just candy-filled eggs; it pro-
vided a chance to gather, cel-
ebrate the season, and experi-
ence the sense of community
that organizations like Troop
7 strive to build.

for them to do, and then we One of the games provided was an egg balancing challenge. Landon, age 4, plays an accuracy based game.

hold the egg hunt where kids
can go out with their baskets
and collect eggs.”

Among the many bright-
ly colored eggs hidden across
the church grounds, two cov-
eted golden eggs added an ex-
tra layer of excitement. Chil-
dren who discovered them
were awarded special prizes,
a highlight that kept partici-
pants eagerly searching.

While the event has been
a Troop 7 tradition for at least
seven years, spanning Gil-
man-Sheffield’s six-year ten-
ure as scoutmaster and likely
longer, it continues to grow as
a welcoming, family-friend-
ly gathering that emphasizes One of Troop 7’s members attempts one of the games.
community connection. _ . —

Beyond seasonal cel- [eE S " Yy -y T
ebrations, Troop 7 remains : =3
active year-round, both in
service and fundraising ef-
forts. Gilman-Sheffield noted
that the group partners with
the church during Brim-
field’s well-known flea mar-
ket weeks, offering parking
on-site as a way to support
both the troop and the church.
Their largest fundraiser, how-
ever, typically comes during
the holiday season through
Christmas tree sales.

The troop also hopes
events like the Easter egg
hunt inspire interest in scout-

Children Emmet and Audra play together before the easter egg hunt.

Some run to the far side while
some gather eggs closer to
the starting point.

Tara Gilman-Sheffield, scout-
master of Troop 7, introduces
herself to the crowd and ex-
plains how the egg hunt will
The kids run down spreading through the hill to find all the eggs they can. go.
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BASEBALL

Pioneers
have
tough
opener

PALMER — The Pathfind-
er Tech baseball team got their
season started very early with a
cold afternoon at Legion Field
in Palmer. The Pioneers were
scored on early and often and
lost to McCann Tech 13-2.
McCann had an eight-run first
inning to pace the game. Path-
finder only got two runs in the
bottom of the third inning. The
Pioneers are back in action on
Friday, Apr. 3 against Palmer
High School at 4 p.m.

Emerson Boronski
fires a pitch home.

Dayne Shanley takes
a swing and sends a
base hit to right.

“&’ il L0

Zachary Smith pitches in relief for

the Pioneers.

Andrew Sullivan sends a throw
back to the infield.

lan Sauri Nieves lunges for a throw down to second.

E

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

SOFTBALL

By Tim
Peterson
Sports
Correspondent

MONSON '\
— Monson’s ju- !
nior lefthander !
Chelsea  Hull \
pitched  very
well during the
first two innings
of last Friday’s
season opening
softball game
against Ludlow.

Hull, who
struck out six of the
first nine Lady Lions
batters that she faced,
also contributed at the
plate. She hit a grand slam
in the second inning, which
helped the Lady Mustangs
build a 7-1 lead.

Ludlow, who had lost
their previous two meet-
ings on the softball diamond
against Monson, battled back
by scoring nine runs in the
fourth inning. The Lady Li-
ons put five more runs on the
scoreboard in their final two
at-bats leading to a 15-9 vic-
tory on a chilly afternoon.

“We’re a very young team
this year with no seniors, but
we never gave up in today’s
game,” said Ludlow head
coach Missy Rocker. “You
hardly ever face a lefthand-
ed pitcher in softball, but we
made some adjustments after
seeing her for the first time.
We were a little more patient
at the plate and we got some
big hits in the fourth inning.”

The Bi-County League
match-up was  originally
scheduled to be held at the
Paul R. Baird Middle School
softball field in Ludlow. It
was moved to the Quarry Hill
Community School softball
field in Monson due to field
conditions.

It marked the first time
that the Lady Lions celebrat-
ed a season opening victo-
ry since they defeated West
Springfield, 6-1, at home in
2023.

The Lady Mustangs, who
also don’t have any seniors
listed on their roster, hadn’t
lost a season opening game
since 2021.

“We’re a very inexpe-
rienced team,” said Monson
head coach Matt Hull. “We
only have two players who
are starting at the same posi-
tions that they did last year.
We took an early lead, but we
just had one bad inning.”

Chelsea Hull, who’s the
only junior listed on the Mon-
son roster, has been a pitcher
for the varsity team since she
was in the seventh grade. She

sports.turley.com

Cali
Zielenski
makes

a great
catch on a
pop-up.

Turley photo by
Gregory A.
Scibelli

wound
up allowing nine runs
on seven hits in 3 2/3
innings. She record-
| ed seven strikeouts
. and issued three
| walks.

Monson’s
other returning
starter is sophomore
first baseman Maddy
Caron, who contribut-
ed with a sacrifice fly

in the third inning.

Two other return-
ing varsity players for
the Lady Mustangs
are  sophomore’s
Cali Zielinski and
Grace Berry.
Zielinski

made

» the

| 4

YL
43 / / switch
; ~ from left
“» field to
shortstop,
while Berry,
who  started
at third base a
year ago, was the
starting catcher in the season

opener.

Ludlow sophomore
righty Olivia Slatton, who al-
lowed seven runs on five hits
during the first three innings,
escaped a bases loaded jam in
the bottom of the first without
allowing any runs.

That wasn’t the case in
the following frame.

The Lady Mustangs sec-
ond inning rally began with a
walk by freshman third base-
man Audrey Edmunds-Mar-
tinez. Then freshman right
fielder Keeley Syzmanski was
hit by a pitch and freshman
left fielder Noella Parker also
drew a walk loading the bases
with no outs.

The home team took a
1-0 lead when freshman sec-
ond baseman Mai Uliana,
who had singled leading off
the bottom of the first, drew
a walk with the bases load-
ed. Then Hull stepped into
the batter’s box and blasted
a pitch to deep centerfielder
for an inside-the-park grand
slam, which gave the Lady
Mustangs a 5-0 advantage.

After Hull struck out the
first two batters in the top
of the third, sophomore first
baseman Khole Davis lined a
single into right field. Junior
centerfielder Caitlyn Peczka
reached first base after being
hit by a pitch before Slatton
singled to left field scoring
Ludlow’s first run.

Monson answered right
back with two runs in home

SOFTBALL I page 10
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BASEBALL

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Softball has utilized the double first base bags for safety for
many years.

Now the double first base is coming to hlgh school baseball
fields.

Safety first: Extra bag coming to baseball

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Over the past decade,
safety has been a key theme
for many of the rule changes
that come through either the
National Federation of High
Schools, or the Massachusetts
Interscholastic Athletic Asso-
ciation.

Rule changes have cen-
tered around taking care of
athletes, limiting unsafe play,
and especially anything that
can result in concussions.

Years ago, softball imple-
mented an orange bag, a safe-

ty bag, at first base. It’s more
commonly known as a double
bag since there are literally
two. The orange bag is directly
to the right of first base and is
mostly for the runner’s use.
Any runner running out
a ground ball in a way where
they would run through first
base, utilize the second bag,
typically colored orange. The
runner is required to step on
the orange bag while the field-
er can use the standard white
bag. The purpose has been to
avoid collisions between a hus-
tling runner and the first base-
man, who could get carried in

a different direction by an er-
rant through. The second bag
puts a little space between the
runner and the fielder.

After seeing success with
safety in softball, the double
bag is coming to high school
baseball. The NFHS is making
the base a requirement for high
schools beginning in 2027.
However, several high schools,
including Agawam and South
Hadley, have opted to install
the double bags this season
and implement the new rules
to help high school students
get used to playing with them
before the rule is fully imple-

mented.

Some schools will wait
until next year depending on
the time it takes to install an-
other anchor for the double
bag.

High school umpires are
also being educated on the
new rules concerning using the
double bag in a baseball game.
Andy Rogers, who is the coor-
dinator and assignor for high
school games, said it has been
a part of recent meetings with
umpires to prepare for this
year. There are nuances to the

BAG I page 10
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Alete of Uhe Week

Mai Uliana

Monson High School

Mai Uliana drew a bases loaded walk to drive
on Monson softball’s first run last week against

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,

BAG 1 from page 9

double bag rule that umpires
will need to enforce.

Among them, while the
standard practice is that run-
ners running through first base
such as in the situation of try-
ing to beat out a ground ball
will use the orange bag and
fielders trying to record a force
out will utilize will use the
white bag, there are couple of
exceptions.

One is the dropped third
strike. If there is a dropped
third strike and a catcher
throwing on the outside of the
baseline to first base, the first
baseman is allowed to utilize
the orange bag to field the
throw and record the out. The

runner, in this situation, can
use either base.

After a runner has run
through first base, typically
after beating out a ground ball,
that runner must come back
and touch the white bag. If the
runner comes back and touch-
es the orange bag, that runners
is in play once they touch the
orange bag and can be tagged
out.

On situations like a clean
base hit, a batter/runner who
heads for first and rounds the
bag, will utilize the white bag.
But a runner running out a
ground ball who touches the
white bag instead of the orange
bag could be called out on ap-
peal because it can be treated
like missing a base.

gscibelli@turley.com.

contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to

While the normal white
base is the border of fair terri-
tory, the orange bag is in foul
territory. If a batted ball hits
the orange bag, the ball will be
called foul. A ball that hits the
white bag or rolls over it is still
fair.

The second bag at first
base is orange in most cases,
but can be another color.

For 2026, players playing
on fields that have the double
first base bag will use them
with the rules that come with
them. Adult leagues in the re-
gion have pledged to observe
the rules of the double bag if
they play on fields that have
them. Most adult leagues go by
MLB rules, which do not re-
quire a double bag at first base.

MouLton
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half of the frame and it was
beginning to look like they
wouldn’t have very much
trouble winning another sea-
son opening game.

However, when the Lady
Mustangs came to bat in the
following inning, they were
trailing by three runs.

The Lady Lions explod-
ed for nine runs on four hits in
the top of the fourth.

With one-out, freshman
right fielder Abby Monette
walked before stealing sec-
ond and third. She crossed the
plate following a throwing er-
ror by the catcher.

Ludlow’s final eight runs
of that frame were scored
with two outs.

Davis knocked home two
more runs with a hard shot off
the second baseman’s glove
for a base hit. Slatton also
helped herself with a two-run
triple down right field line.
Sophomore catcher Maddy
Goncalves-Korny drove home
the tying run with a single to
left. Another triple by fresh-
man Madison Goncalves,

HUGE
KITCHEN
PACKAGE ¢
LAUNDRY
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........$99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55" 4K HDTV Television...
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV....
Regularly $69

INSTANT

....$199.99

$249.99

....$499.99

FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

who started the game at third
base before replacing Slatton
in the pitcher’s circle, gave the
Lady Lions the lead for the
first time at 8-7.

After Hull allowed an un-
earned run, she switched plac-
es with Uliana, who’s a righty.

Ludlow sophomore sec-
ond baseman Marlie Fuentes
capped off the fourth inning
rally with an RBI single.

Monson scored single
runs in their final two at-bats.

Goncalves, who was the
winning pitcher, allowed two
runs on four hits over the final
four innings.

“This was Madison’s first
appearance in a varsity game,
and I thought she pitched very
well,” Rocker said. “She did
exactly what I was hoping she
would do. It’s nice to have
two very good pitcher’s.”

Ludlow plated a run in
the sixth inning before scor-
ing four insurance runs in the
top of the seventh.

The second meeting of
the regular season between

Noella Parker
sends a throw
back to the infield.

the two Bi-County League
teams is scheduled to take
place in Ludlow on May 8.
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Chelsea Hull fires to the plate for Monson softball.
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WASHER OR
DRYER

Reg. $699.99

85 49 .99

 WHIRLPOOL )
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

1189

DISCCOVER

WHITCO

p—

THE CIFFIC]A.L

P TOY b

#1RATED
PEOPLE’S CHOICE
AWARD:

APPLIANCE
DEALER
5 YEARS IN A ROW!

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER

AMANA
WASHER OR
DRYER
Reg. $599.99

‘489

WE INSTALL
TELEVISIONS,
MICROWAVES &
DISHWASHERS!

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm © Sat: 9am-8pm o Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100°s OF DEALS!

DEADLINE <«

The Journal Register
deadline for public
submissions to Mondays.

To get your submission
in for that week’s edition
space permitting,
email Editor at
journalregster@turley.com
or call the office at
413-283-8393
by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate
the cooperation
of our readers.

[ A
CORRECTIONS

The Journal Register
will gladly correct
factual errors that

appear in this paper.

Corrections or clarifications
will always appear
on Page 2 or 3.

To request a correction,
send an email to:
journalregister@turley.com,
or call (413) 283-8393.

Corrections may also be
requested in writing at:
Journal Register,
Attn; Editor,

24 Water St.,

Palmer, MA, 01069
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itself. Families arriving at the
park were greeted with a live-
ly atmosphere that included
crafts, games, and a special
visit from the Easter Bunny,
creating a full morning of en-
tertainment and community
connection.

“It’s a great time, basi-
cally,” Chiachia said, noting
that the event has steadily ex-
panded year after year.

This year’s turnout re-
flected that growth. Com-
pared to last year’s event,
which was notably smaller,
the nearly 200 participating
families demonstrated how
deeply the egg hunt has reso-
nated with local residents.

The success of the event
is also tied to strong commu-
nity partnerships. Volunteers
from the Palmer Lions Club
played a key role in support-
ing the day’s activities, along-
side local Boy Scouts and
other community members.
The Lions Club also hosted
a fundraiser during the event,
offering raffle tickets for a
lottery-themed gift basket
and selling small items such
as bracelets, with proceeds
benefiting the club’s scholar-
ship fund.

Chiachia  emphasized
that while community groups
provide valuable support, the
event remains a grassroots ef-
fort driven by donations and
volunteer energy.

From children racing “—— —— - - e —
across the grass in search of The older kids lined up behind the pavilion to find eggs in more challenging spots.
brightly colored eggs to fam-
ilies gathering for crafts and
refreshments, the atmosphere
at Pulaski Park reflected the
kind of community spirit that
has defined the event since its
inception.

As the crowd continues
to grow each year, Chiachia’s
Easter egg hunt has become
more than just a seasonal cel-
ebration; it’s a testament to
how a simple idea, sparked
during a challenging time, —
can evolve into a cherished For kids who found a golden egg in their hunt they could exchange it for one of the many toys at
local tradition. the prize table.

The Egg Hunt Crew posed for a
photo with Lori Chiachia.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

o e . . Lion’s Club volunteer, Tabitha Genholt, runs the table for raffle
Families fill the pavilion, lining up to meet the Easter Bunny or exchange their golden eggs at the prize table. tickets.

21 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0009

HANNA'S ON MAIN www.hannasonmain.com
Mon & Tues Functions Only « Wed & Thurs 1100 AM- SFPM
Fri & Sat 11:00 AM - 10pm « Sun 8AM - 9PM
We Are Open For Breakfast

Every Sunday 8am - 12pm

Complete \' °|n US On SUﬂdCly, Apl’ll Sth

Catering Services!
Hot Foods ¢ Cold Foods
Salads * Sandwich Trays

Easter Breakfast Buffet
Business Events

Birthdays « Retirements » Reunions With the Eoster Bun ny
www.hannasonmain.com 8:3 OAM - ]] :30AM

Al L $39% per adult e Children (syr-12yr) 12% e Children under 4 FREE

‘ Function Room Available , & =
Easter Dinner Specials

KENO Regular Menu Available
9000000000006 0 ]:OOPM - 6:30PM ‘ j

Reservations are Al e
SN Highly Recommended

jg 413-277-0009

hannasonmain.com

OPEN FOR LUNCH Wednesday - Friday at 11:00am

Dinner Served
Wednesday - Friday at 11:00 AM ¢ Saturday from 11AM- 10:00PM
Sunday from 12PM - 9PM
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Valley Press Club Scholarships
available for journalism students

REGION - The Val-
ley Press Club, based in
Springfield, Mass., will
award $1,000 scholarships
to high school seniors in
Western Massachusetts and
Northern Connecticut who
are interested in pursuing a
career in journalism.

e The Valley Press
Club Scholarships, funded
by contributions and dues
to the Press Club, are for
students planning careers
in print, online or broad-
cast journalism.

e The Republican
Scholarship, funded by The
Republican, is for students
living within the newspa-
per’s circulation area who
are planning careers in
print journalism.

* The 22News Schol-
arship, funded by WWLP-
22News is for students
planning careers in broad-
cast journalism.

* The MassLive Schol-
arship is for a Massachu-
setts high school senior

in print, online or broad-
cast journalism/communi-
cation. This scholarship is
available to a student who
is underrepresented in the
field of journalism and is
planning to attend an insti-
tution of higher education
in the field.

* The Edward J. Malley
Jr. Memorial Scholarship,
established in memory of a
chief photographer for the
Springfield Newspapers, is
for students planning ca-
reers in photojournalism.

e The Rhonda Swan
Memorial Scholarship, es-
tablished in memory of the
award-winning journalist,
editor and author, honors
her legacy by supporting
students from the Greater
Springfield area who as-
pire to careers in journal-
ism and bring voices and
perspectives that have been
historically ~ underrepre-
sented in the field.

Primary emphasis is
placed on career goals,

planning to pursue a career

writing ability, scholas-

tic aptitude and overall
achievement as measured
by an applicant’s high
school transcript, class
rank, academic awards,
SAT scores and extra-
curricular activities. The
deadline for submissions is
April 10, 2026.

Scholarship  applica-
tions are available at www.
ValleyPressClub.com  or
high school guidance of-
fices. Applications may be
sent by mail to Noreen Tas-
sinari, Scholarship Chair,
Valley Press Club, P.O.
Box 5475, Springfield,
Mass. 01102 or electron-
ically to NTassinari77@
gmail.com

Over the course of six
decades, The Valley Press
Club has presented over
$140,000 in scholarships
to eligible students. The
Valley Press Club consists
of active and retired jour-
nalists and public relations
professionals from corpo-
rate and nonprofit organi-
zations.

Subscribe to The Journal Register online at journalregister.turley.com

ROBINSON

TR E E

S ERVICE

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

Four stages of raising
confident, money-smart kids

Good financial habits are a little like brushing your teeth.
When you learn them early, they become second nature, and
you carry them with you for life. And while money can feel
complicated, especially today, the foundation starts simply.

Parents can begin the conversation with very young children,
and young adults can build on those basics as they take on more
responsibility. Step by step, these habits create confidence that
helps build longterm financial security and a more fulfilling life.

The following are the four key stages of financial growth.

Stage 1: For very young children, the goal is to make money
feel simple and manageable. A great place to start is with three
jars labeled “Spend,” “Save” and “Share.” When kids can
actually see their money grow or shrink, the idea starts to make
sense. Saving also introduces them to goalsetting, and working
toward paying for a small toy or outing teaches patience. Most
important, you’re helping your children see money as a tool they
can understand easily and use with confidence.

Stage 2: If you have tweens (children roughly 9 to 12 years
old), they’re usually ready for slightly bigger financial ideas.
This is a great time for them to earn money through chores or
small jobs, helping them see the connection between effort and
reward and building a sense of ownership. Conversations about
needs versus wants also become more meaningful, because kids
are now making real choices with money they earned themselves.
Your tween may be ready for a simple savings account to watch
their savings grow, or a reloadable cash card for spending.

Stage 3: By the time teens reach high school or young
adulthood, budgeting becomes essential. This doesn’t need to
be overly strict or complicated. A simple system that helps them
track deposits and withdrawals can make all the difference.
Whether they use an app, a paper notebook or a spreadsheet, the
real goal is awareness. Teenagers also benefit from learning how
credit works. Understanding how to build a healthy credit score
and how to use credit wisely protects them from costly mistakes
in later life.

Stage 4: Then come the early working years, when habits
shift from learning to building. One of the smartest steps at this
stage is paying yourself first. Automatic transfers to savings or
retirement accounts help establish stability without extra effort.
Even small retirement contributions matter more than most
people realize, because time allows compounding to do the heavy
lifting. This is also when young adults can start organizing their
money into different buckets for rent, automobile payments,
emergencies, retirement and everyday spending. These habits
help lay the groundwork for financial freedom down the road.

Throughout every stage, the theme is confidence. Each small
success creates a sense of control and each good habit makes
the next one easier. Over time, these habits turn into a lifetime
of financial security and fulfillment. When you start strong and
stay consistent, money becomes a tool that helps your children
support the lives they want.
www.edwardjones.com _Member SPIC This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
413-967-3327

A Little girl
A Litktle bo
Moms & Dads

Ambherst Community Band
seeks guest conductors

REGION - Big changes
are in the offing for the 2026
summer season of the Am-
herst Community Band. With
a new board of directors and
a generous contribution from
the Amherst and Massa-
chusetts Cultural Councils,
the hundred-member band
is seeking qualified guest
conductors for the upcom-
ing season. “With the award
from the cultural council,
we’re able to offer a small
stipend to guest conductors,”
said John Decker, president
of the newly formed Board
of Directors.

Concerts at Sweetser
Park in Amherst Center are
scheduled for 6 p.m. on June
27, July 25th, and August 15,
and promoted by the Busi-
ness Improvement District
(BID) of Ambherst. Addi-
tional appearances include
a performance at the annual
Fourth of July fireworks dis-
play on July 3, and a “Best
of Season” finale concert on
August 18 at the South Am-
herst Common. “Because
we’re in the middle of five
colleges, all with extensive

Givin

Garden
Club hosts
Gardening

Series
SPRINGFIELD

music programs, we know
there are many potential con-
ductors in the area,” Decker
said. “Our goal is to eventu-
ally select a permanent con-
ductor for the 2027 season,”
he continued.

The band, which re-
hearses on Mondays from
6-8pm in the George N. Parks
Band Building on the UMass
campus, features musicians
of all abilities and ages from
enthusiastic amateurs to pro-
fessionals, music teachers,
middle and high school stu-
dents, college students, and
retirees. Membership is open
to all who are interested and
no audition is required. The
band is grateful to the univer-
sity for the use of its facili-
ties and equipment, includ-
ing sound equipment, chairs,
music stands, percussion
instruments, and use of their
music library.

Those seeking to learn
more about the band, to join
the roster, or to apply to be a "
guest conductor are encour- Q &

aged to visit amherstband.
J‘ll

the winter for an hour.

sion. More

Facebook.

by Becky Sadlowski.

org or to contact John Decker
at 603-770-5340.

1Ba

with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS

If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to
our calendar section at no charge to your organization.

We want to help you get the word out to the community on
what you are doing and when you are doing it.

WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL!

If your event needs more attention, please consider running
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393.
Please let us know you are a non-profit, So we can better serve you.

12 Weekly Newspapers « www.newspapers.turley.com

Mourton

Insurance Agency

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS- LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

-
1 A Trucordia Business

Very Competitive Rates * Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com ® 1-800-521-5787

P N
7; Safety Insurance’

AUTO * HOME < BUSINESS

REMEMBER'

When You Buj From A

SMALL BUSINESS
YOU'RE HELPING

get dance lessons!
geb his team jersey!
ut food 2
table! AND, you won't be helping
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation howme..,

SHOP LOCAL'

on khe

CHANTEL BLEAU

ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

For Full Accounting,
Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

Edward Jones

Lucille
Germain

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069

413-289-1875
/ lucille.germain@edwardjones.com
Member SPIC > edwardjones.com

The Springfield Garden
Club will host a series of
programs for anyone in-
terested in gardens and
gardening or just escaping

The programs will
be held at The Monkey
House in Forest Park at 10
a.m. Admission is free to
all with paid park admis-
information
can be found on the club’s
website www.springfield-
gardenclubma.org or on

Saturday, April 11,
2026 — 10 a.m. “Planning
and Growing a Bountiful
Flower Garden” presented
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Obituaries

PALMER- Mark William
Gallagher, 57, passed away on
February 25, 2026, unexpect-
edly in his home.

Mark was born January
15, 1969, in Ware, MA, son
of William Gallagher and Jean
(Primavera). Mark grew up
in Palmer, MA, and graduat-
ed from Palmer High School
in 1987. During his time at
Palmer High, he was a stellar
athlete and named All Western
Mass in basketball and foot-
ball, along with playing on
the baseball team. In his high
school football career, he was
a quarterback and later named
in the hall of fame and awarded
the Angelo Bertelli Award.

Mark went on to pur-
sue higher education at the
College of Holy Cross as a
division I football athlete as
a wide receiver, where he was
named All-Patriot-League, All-

Mark William Gallagher

ECAC, and All-New England.
Mark graduated in 1991 and
was inducted into the Holy
Cross Hall of Fame in 2009.
After achieving his bachelor’s
degree, he went on to gain a
master’s degree at American
International College.

With a passion for work-
ing with people, Mark pursued
his career as a special education
teacher at Pathfinder Region-
al Vocational Technical High
School for many years. He also
continued his love for the game
of football by coaching at the
University of Massachusetts,
Boston  University, Hobart
University, Minnechaug Re-
gional High School, Ware High
School, and Pathfinder.

Mark wasn’t just an all-
star on the field; he was also
a loving father to his two chil-
dren, Nina Gallagher and James
Gallagher, which he raised

with his partner, Tanya Gou-
vin, in Wilbraham, MA. Mark
was a passionate New England
sports fan who was nonetheless
a connoisseur of Diet Coke and
Little Debbie Swiss rolls. Mark
never passed an opportunity to
visit the ocean with his chil-
dren, which was full of wiping

out to the waves, sandcastles,

and endless laughter.
He additionally

RECYCLE 1 from page 1

event is one of many stops on
their seasonal schedule.

Accepted items range
from small household elec-
tronics to larger, more com-
plex devices. Wood noted
that pricing varies depending
on the item.

“Usually, some items
we take for free, some are $5,
and some of the bigger items
are more expensive, like $30
or $40 each,” he said.

Beyond providing a
valuable service to residents,
the events also serve as a
fundraiser for host organiza-

tions. A portion of the pro-
ceeds collected during each
event is returned to the part-
nering church or nonprofit.

“The church benefits
from part of the proceeds as
well,” Wood said. “Depend-
ing on how the event does,
we’ll give the parish part of
the proceeds.”

Green Day Recycling
has maintained a long-stand-
ing relationship with St.
Thomas, returning year after
year to host collection days.
According to Wood, the
company has been organiz-
ing events at the church for
approximately 15 years.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Only two hours into the five-hour event the metal dumpster

was half-filled.

The steady turnout at
these events highlights a
growing awareness of the
importance of proper elec-
tronics disposal. Items such
as televisions, computers
and other devices often con-
tain materials that should
not be sent to landfills, mak-
ing recycling programs like
this a critical community
resource.

Looking ahead, Green
Day Recycling will contin-
ue its weekly schedule with
upcoming stops in Monson
at the First Church of Mon-
son next Saturday, followed
by events in Lexington and
West Springfield in the fol-
lowing weeks.

Residents interested
in future events can stay
updated through the com-
pany’s social media page,
where upcoming locations
and details are regularly
posted.

As communities contin-
ue to seek sustainable ways
to manage waste, events
like the one at St. Thomas
demonstrate how local part-
nerships can make environ-
mentally responsible choic-
es more accessible; while
also giving back to the orga-
nizations that host them

A large portion of old TVs and monitors were put to the side for extra processing at a different

facility.

¢ Bobcat Work
e Lot Clearing
e Emergency Services
e Firewood $265/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ® References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

« 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. BONELESS

GENTER-CUT

loved
hosting summer cookouts with

INFLATION

PORK LOIN cur FREE wusuenns

family and friends
while ending the night
with a bonfire and
s’mores. Mark also
found passion and joy
in writing personal
poetry and study-
ing scripture. Mark’s
heart and soul were
full of life, energy,
and most of all love
that will continue to
be felt by many.

He will be deeply missed
by his children of Wilbraham,
Nina Gallagher, and James
Gallagher, along with the
mother of his children, Tan-
ya Gouvin, his mother Jean
(Primavera) Andresen and her
husband Bill of Thorndike,
and his father William Gal-
lagher and his wife Maureen
of Palmer. Mark also leaves
behind two siblings, Sharon
Blazejowski, and Kathleen

Gallagher, but rejoins his
heavenly brother, Kenneth
Gallagher. Also leaving be-
hind his uncle Rick Primave-
ra and his wife Cynthia, his
nieces, nephews, aunts Deb-
orah (Gallagher) Lydon and
Gail (Gallagher) Finnegan,
cousins and his four step sib-
lings, Kathy Wesniak, Heather
and Kara Andresen, and Lisa
Morley. Mark will also be
deeply missed by his fellow
colleagues, friends, coaches,
players, and teammates, as
his legacy and personality on
and off the field will continue
to be a testament to his heart
and soul.

Calling hours for Mark
Gallagher will be held on Sat-
urday, April 11, from 10 a.m. to
12 p.m., followed by a Funeral
Mass at 12 p.m. Both services
will be held at St. Thomas the
Apostle Parish in Palmer, MA.

Puplic safety

Monson Fire Logs

MONSON - Fire log for
the Monson Fire Department
for the week of March 23
through March 29, 2026. The
department responded to 23
EMS calls and 5 Fire calls.

On Monday, March 23
at 10:21 a.m. the department
responded to 54 High Street
for the odor investigation.
The department returned to
service at 10:38 a.m.

On Monday, March 23
at 9:22 p.m. the department
responded to the area of 174
Fenton Road for the motor
vehicle crash. The department
returned to service at 10:35
p.m.

On Thursday, March 26
at 6:24 a.m. the department
responded to 102 Stafford
Road for the fire alarm sound-
ing. The department returned
to service at 6:57 a.m.

On Sunday, March 29
at 1:08 a.m. the department
responded to the area of 146
Lower Hampden Road for the
motor vehicle crash/fire. The
department returned to ser-
vice at 4:50 a.m.

On Sunday, March 29
at 9:58 a.m. the department
responded to 230 Wales Road
for the brush fire. The depart-
ment returned to service at
10:12 a.m.

DEATH NOTICES

Elizabeth Ellen Boudreau
Died March 24, 2026
Visitation April 6, 2026
Beers & Story

Palmer Funeral Home

Mark William Gallagher
Died Feb. 25, 2026
Services April 11, 2026
Beers & Story

Palmer Funeral Homes

The Journal Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

:: MI‘MORIAI S

haluchsmemorlals.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St I Ludlow, MA I 583-6508

,,,,,,,

$ 1200/week

207-607-9333

s2%

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK HAM (LEG) v 0 S5

CuT
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBEYE
FOR ROAST

3989 OR HALF
b

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE

FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
! LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 15.6 0z

*4%,

USDA INSP. FROZEN
WHOLE

U (1] V1313 ——

15

PREMIUM CLEANED PORK

e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted SQ99 USDA INSP.

* 100% Workers Compensation CHITTERING 5 L6 e © 1o AlVTEEﬁEAN USDA INSP. FROZEN

H: 508-867-6119 < (C: 978-888-1693 LEG OF LAMB KING FISH STEAKS 99
EASTER HAMS SGo7 ) WHEADORTAL e 59
USDA INSP. FROZEN Ib USDA INSP. FROZEN

FOR RENT

HAM PORTIONS CONCH MEAT 359239

. BUTT or SHANK........... 3099 Gucoree phovisions™ CLEANED 515 50t
Q4‘l'(hahb=\l:‘| Ehs :Aao;!;“es USDA INSP. ~— ( BLUE %{"é‘l\gEkBASA USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS
urch Laney Theetwrigh, KAYEM BUDABALL SKINLESS HADDOCK 5999

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FILLETS » 1 50¢ o
COOKED SHRINP
21125 C0UNT 305316, 1 O

Easter
FLN WY EEIReTli[5d®] 90 Avocado St.

Springfield
HOURS: won, - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6  Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

WHOLE BONELESS 3
L 11 P—

112 SPIRAL HAM
39
WIGLAZE PAK w2 1

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

KAYEM OLD TINE
WHOLE HAM $499

HARDWOOD SMOKED .......

$5i5

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
HOLIDAY
PORKROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM, GHEESE,
PEPPERS, BAGON, OLIVES

34%9

=

EQUAL HOUS!
OPPORTUNITY

&

SALE DATES:

4/1-4/7/26 BUY DIRECT FOR ===== SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS

TROY-BILT 8-HORSE ROTOTILLER
Econo-horse.  Very good  condition.
$750.00. Call 617-306-3066.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

| WANTED | OPPORTUNITY BOAT FOR SALE

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxxx ) & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

17° STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Verne, 413-539-8246.

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL
HANDYMAN SERVICES.
No job too small. Call for all your household
and property maintenance needs.
413-563-6993

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

\-

~Walker

’ Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

TAX

2026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

AUTHORIZED

Call For An
Appointment

PROVIDER

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

o ETN(
TIME
Personal & Small Business Federal & All States
=E57 A L4545
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
413-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

)

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years ex-
perience, replacement windows, painting,
patching, laminate flooring, carpet installa-
tion/repair, and storage solutions. Call/text
413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

Call us at 413.283.8393

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior,
exterior painting and wallpapering.
Also minor carpentry.
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

413-351-1147
TREE WORK
LANDSCAPING AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVIC_E PR_o.
A+ ROZELL'S FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential

LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE
Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

A DR
1 2 3 4
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks:

X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON
BARRE

T

et
(SROOKFIELD

WALES {_ HOLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE
All phases of tree care.
Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org

| CERGET |
a

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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non-disclosure agreements.

Select Board members
pushed back strongly. One
member called the claims “in-
nuendo” and said they were
unsupported, while another
added, “I have absolutely no
idea what you were talking
about.”

In contrast, Karen Davis
focused on community support
efforts, announcing upcoming
events and emphasizing grow-
ing need at the Monson Com-
munity Cupboard Food Pantry.

“We had 77 families
during the month of Febru-
ary with a total of 208 people
served,” Davis said. “If you
don’t understand food inse-
curity, just Google it. One in
every three families...it’s af-
fecting so many.”

Concerns were also raised
about the town’s animal in-
spection program. Resident
Shirley Lamb questioned the
reappointment of the current
inspector, citing residency is-
sues, cost, and alleged lapses
in required inspections.

“I don’t think you know
the severity,” Lamb said,
describing potential public
health impacts. “Whoever you
put in that position has to fol-
low through.”

Town Administrator report
highlights warrant articles,
certification

The board reviewed four
certified citizen petitions set to
appear on the upcoming Town

Meeting warrant,
proposals to:

* Establish a five-member
audit board

* Allow firearms in certain
municipal buildings

e Permit electronic voting
at Town Meeting

* Fund electronic voting
equipment

Town Administrator
Wolowicz also announced her
successful recertification as a
Massachusetts Certified Pub-
lic Purchasing Official, noting
she scored a 94% on the re-
quired exam.

Board approves
appointments, police
leadership promotion

The Select Board ap-
proved several appointments,
including five members to the
Monson Scholarship Commit-
tee.

including

Despite concerns raised
during public comment, the
board voted to nominate Finn
McCool as Inspector of An-
imals, along with Paul Mor-
rissey as alternate.

In a major personnel de-
cision, the board unanimously
appointed Adam Szymanski
as the town’s new police lieu-
tenant following a competitive
internal process.

Board members praised
both finalists.

“I would personally be
very proud to have either one
of them be the lieutenant,” one
member said, noting both can-
didates ranked at the top of an
external assessment.

Public Notices

Grant application
targets infrastructure
and food insecurity

The board approved sub-
mission of a Fiscal Year 2026
Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) applica-
tion totaling up to $485,000.

Key components include:

e $300,000 for design
work on the Harrison Avenue
infrastructure project

* $40,000 for the Monson
Community Cupboard Food
Pantry

The consultant explained
that the project focuses on
long-term planning.

“This sets us up for future
grant funding... so we can
pretty much go right from the
jump with construction,” he
said.

Survey data guiding the
application showed strong
community support for social
services, which emerged as
the top priority among respon-
dents.

Positive review for
Town Administrator
The board conducted its

performance evaluation of the
Town Administrator Wolo-
wicz, offering strong support
for her leadership.

“She’s always respon-
sive... and if she doesn’t know
an answer, she finds out,” one
member said.

Another highlighted the
difficulty of the role amid cur-
rent financial pressures:

“This is an extremely
difficult period of time... and

she’s doing a good job leading
us through that.”

Wolowicz, marking five
years in the role, reflected on
her experience.

“I endeavor every day
to be a good steward of your
community,” she said, empha-
sizing  relationship-building
and local engagement.

Electronic voting proposal
sparks debate

The Electronic Voting
System Committee recom-
mended adopting handheld
“clicker” devices for Town
Meeting voting, with a pro-
posed $25,000 appropriation.

Committee members cit-
ed efficiency, accuracy and
ease of use, noting similar
systems are used in dozens of
Massachusetts communities.

However, concerns were
raised about cost and transpar-
ency.

One board member ques-
tioned whether the system ef-
fectively creates a secret bal-
lot.

“In effect, every time you
use the clicker... it’s a secret
ballot,” he said.

Supporters argued the
system remains compliant
with state law and improves
vote accuracy.

Ethics decision requires
recusal in cell tower case

The board declined to
approve a financial disclosure
filed by Planning Board Chair
Craig Schweitzer related to a
proposed cell tower on Sports-
man’s Club property, where he

serves as vice president.

As a result, Schweitzer
must recuse himself from any
discussion or vote on the proj-
ect.

“I don’t want him to be
part of that conversation... be-
cause of the perception of oth-
ers,” one board member said.

Town meeting schedule
remains unchanged

Despite reviewing survey
results showing divided pref-
erences, the board voted to
keep the annual Town Meeting
schedule unchanged: the sec-
ond Monday in May at 7 p.m.

Survey results showed
nearly equal support for Sat-
urday mornings and weekday
evenings, with work schedules
and childcare cited as key bar-
riers to attendance.

Budget outlook presents
major challenges

The most serious discus-
sion of the evening centered
on the Fiscal Year 2027 bud-
get.

Town officials outlined a
projected $1.6 million short-
fall, driven largely by rising
fixed costs, including:

e Health insurance
creases

* Debt obligations

* Payroll-related expenses

These costs alone account
for roughly $800,000, con-
suming most of the allowable
2.5% tax levy increase.

Additional pressures in-
clude a $500,000 snow and ice
deficit and limited available
free cash.

in-

Officials warned that even
a level-funded budget would
require service reductions, po-
tentially affecting:

e Library hours

e Senior center program-
ming

e Recreational services,
including the town pool

The board is expected
to further discuss a potential
Proposition 2%2 override at its
April 14 meeting.

“There was a strong call
for long-term planning,” offi-
cials noted, including explor-
ing new revenue sources and
cost-saving measures.

Additional actions

Other  actions  taken
during the meeting included:

e Approval of multiple
sets of meeting minutes

e Approval of a seasonal
liquor license for TJ’s Tavern
LLC

e Referral of an Open
Meeting Law complaint to
town counsel

e Acknowledgment of
resident concerns about rising
cable costs

Looking ahead

As Monson approaches
Town Meeting season, offi-
cials face a complex mix of
financial strain, infrastructure
needs and community expec-
tations.

The coming weeks, par-
ticularly discussions around
a potential override, are ex-
pected to play a critical role
in shaping the town’s fiscal
future.

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 3 Maplelawn Drive
a/k/a 3 Maple Lawn Drive, Mon-
son, MA 01057

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Paul L
Bucklin and Donna J Bucklin to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as
nominee for Mortgage Research
Center, LLC dba Veterans Unit-
ed Home Loans, and now held
by The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, an officer of the Unit-
ed States, said mortgage dated
July 8, 2015 and recorded in the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 20780, Page 146,
as affected by a Loan Modifica-
tion dated June 16, 2016 and re-
corded in the Hampden County
Registry of Deeds in Book 21396,
Page 338; said mortgage was as-
signed from Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Mortgage Research
Center, LLC DBA Veterans Unit-
ed Home Loans to PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC by assign-
ment dated March 14, 2016 and
recorded with said Registry of
Deeds in Book 21114, Page 388;
said mortgage was assigned from
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC to
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
an officer of the United States by
assignment dated June 25, 2025
and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 26174, Page
585; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing the same will
be sold at Public Auction on
April 29, 2026 at 01:00 PM Local
Time upon the premises, all and
singular the premises described in
said mortgage, to wit:

Certain land situated in Mon-
son, Hampden County, Massa-
chusetts, off the Westerly side of
Main Street, 1927 State Highway
Layout, bounded and described
as follows:

Beginning at an iron pin in
the Northerly line of a proposed
street which runs Westerly from
Main Street, said iron pin be-
ing the Southwesterly corner of
premises conveyed by Edward L.

Dickenson, et ux, to Harold C.
Wood, et ux; thence South 89°
19” West along the Northerly line
of said proposed street, 150 feet
an iron pin; thence North 0° 41”
West along land now or formerly
of Ernest W. Bridges, 92.5 feet to
an iron pin; thence North 89° 19’
East still along land now or for-
merly of said Bridges, 150 feet to
an iron pin at land of said Woods,
thence South 0° 41” East along
land of said Woods 92.5 feet to the
place of beginning.

Together with the right to pass
and repass on foot or with vehi-
cles over the aforesaid proposed
street, which proposed street is
now known as Maple Lawn Drive.

The premises are shown as Lot
Number 6 on a “Plan of Lots in
Monson, Mass ., surveyed for Er-
nest V. Bridges, Scale 1 “ = 40’,
November 22,1954, Kenneth C.
Sherman, Engineer-Surveyor,
Palmer, Mass.”.

Subject to a taking for a sewer
easement by the Town of Mon-
son dated August 20, 1979 and
recorded with Hampden County
Registry of Deeds in Book 4818,
Page 254.

Being the same premises as
conveyed to the mortgagors here-
in by a deed recorded immediate-
ly prior hereto.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall
control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated June 2, 2015 and recorded
in the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 20780, Page
144.

TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed
subject to all liens, encumbranc-
es, unpaid taxes, tax titles, munic-
ipal liens and assessments, if any,
which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30)
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days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at
the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, an officer of
the United States
Present Holder of the
Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
03/26, 04/02, 04/09/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
CLEANING IFB
Town of Palmer and
Palmer Public Schools
Cleaning Bid

The Town of Palmer and Palm-
er Public Schools are advertising
a cleaning bid for the Town Hall,
Police Department, and both
Palmer Public School Buildings.
The bid will include a set number
of weekly cleaning days for each
location, with a detailed scope of
services outlined in the Invitation
for Bid (IFB).

The IFB is now available (sub-
mittal dates are noted in the bid
package) and may be obtained by
emailing Sara Menard, School
Business Manager, at smenard @
palmerschools.org

The bid opening is scheduled
for April 17th, 2026 at 2:00 PM at
the Old Mill Pond School.

The Town reserves the right to
reject any or all bids. The award
will be made by the Town Man-
ager/CPO.

Town of Palmer
04/02/2026

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
26 SM 000397
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:

Edward W. Benoit, Individu-
ally, and as Proposed Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Rosemarie A. Dubuque a/k/a
Rosemarie Ann Dubuque a/k/a
Rosemarie Dubuque; Heirs,
Devisees, and Legal Represen-

tatives of the Estate of Rosema-
rie A. Dubuque a/k/a Rosemarie
Ann Dubuque a/k/a Rosemarie
Dubuque

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C.c.50 §
3901 (et seq):

PennyMac Loan Services,
LLC

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Palmer, numbered 31 Searle
Street, given by Edith A Benoit
and Rosemarie Dubuque to Mort-
gage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Countrywide Bank, FSB,
dated October 15, 2008, recorded
at Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 17527, Page 52 as
affected by a Loan Modification
Agreement dated October 4, 2021
and recorded at said Registry in
Book 24284, Page 404 and now
held by the plaintiff by assign-
ment, has/have filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service
of the United States of America,
then you may be entitled to the
benefits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you object to
a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and answer
in this court at Three Pember-
ton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before May 11, 2026 or
you may lose the opportunity to
challenge the foreclosure on the
grounds of noncompliance with
the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER,
Chief Justice of said Court on
March 27, 2026.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
04/02/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P0522EA

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

» Must be dependable,
professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

» Salary based on

EXPERIENCED

Estate of:

Joseph J. Malzenski, Jr.
Date of Death: 01/27/2026
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner Philip Ray-
mond of Three Rivers, MA.

Philip Raymond of Three
Rivers, MA has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure by
the Personal Representative under
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by
the Court. Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed with
the Court, but interested parties
are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating to
the estate, including distribution
of assets and expenses of admin-
istration. Interested parties are
entitled to petition the Court to
institute formal proceedings and
to obtain orders terminating or
restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under
informal procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any, can be
obtained from the Petitioner.
04/02/2026

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
26 SM 000927
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:

Robert L Meacham I1

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C.c. 50 §
3901 (et seq):

Citizens Bank, N.A.
RBS Citizens, N.A.

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Monson, numbered 25
State Street, given by Robert L.
Meacham II to RBS Citizens,
N.A., dated November 24, 2015,
and recorded at Hampden County

f/k/a

Registry of Deeds in Book 20967,
Page 114, as affected by a Loan
Modification Agreement dated
April 19, 2023 and recorded at
said Registry in Book 25009,
Page 341 has/have filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service
of the United States of America,
then you may be entitled to the
benefits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you object to
a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and answer
in this court at Three Pember-
ton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before May 4, 2026 or
you may lose the opportunity to
challenge the foreclosure on the
grounds of noncompliance with
the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court
on March 20, 2026.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
04/02/2026

MONSON
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with M.G.L.
Chapter 71, Section 38N, the
Monson School Committee will
hold a Public Hearing on the pro-
posed Fiscal Year 2027 Budget.

The hearing will take place on:
Wednesday, April 15, 2026
at 6:00 PM
Quarry Hill
Community School
43 Margaret Street,
Monson, MA
Room 428

The hearing will also be ac-
cessible virtually via Google
Meet.

Meetings are broadcast live
and rebroadcast the following day
on the local public access station,
M-PACT (Comcast Channel 15).

All interested persons are invit-
ed to attend and will be given an
opportunity to be heard.
04/02/2026

WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

a flat rate by story and photo.

) /Turley?)

Publications, Inc,
www.turley.com

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to:
pouimette@turley.com
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icant budget surplus but was
considered unrealistic because
it ignored unavoidable cost in-
creases.

2. Level Funding + Fixed
Costs: Including unavoidable
“unclassified” expenses, this
model projected an excess
capacity of $63,179. Commit-
tee members were cautioned
that departments would need
to absorb any salary increas-
es or operational cost growth
within their existing budgets.
“The second page is the level
funding with the fixed costs,
the classifieds, those items
that we’ve already identified
as non-negotiable. And that
gives you an excess capacity
of 63,000 and change,” Rob-
erson said.

3. Level Funding + Fixed
Costs + 1% School Increase:
Reflecting a gradual 1% in-
crease for school operating
and transportation costs, this
scenario resulted in a $61,000
shortfall.

4. Level Funding + Fixed
Costs + 1.9% School Increase:
Reflecting the school depart-
ment’s current request, this
scenario produced a $144,000
shortfall. “The shortfall for
the 1.9% [school increase] is
144,000 and change,” Finance
Director Roberson noted.

Calls for transparency
and detailed cuts

Committee members
pressed for more granular
information, asking for line-
item budgets that would show
precisely where departments
would make cuts under a lev-
el-funded model. “We want to
know what the result would
be... we want to know where
those cuts are,” one member
emphasized. Another added,
“The role of the finance com-
mittee is to go through the
budget and then make com-
ments concerning at the line-
item level.”

Town officials acknowl-
edged the difficulty of pro-
viding such specifics. De-
partments feared creating
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anxiety among employees
about job security and pre-
ferred to determine cuts in-
ternally once a final budget
was set. Technical challeng-
es, such as internet connec-
tivity, also contributed to
delays in sharing compre-
hensive budget documents.
“Departments are fully com-
fortable putting out in the
public to say because one,
it affects their department
staff, it affects their depart-
ment in a way that is where
people are genuinely wor-
ried about their jobs,” ex-
plained Roberson.
School budget

debate intensifies

Tension mounted over
the school department’s bud-
get request. Initially seeking
a 5.9% increase, the school
reduced its request to 1.9%,
but the committee stressed
that even this level exceeds
what the town can sustain-
ably support. “They were at
a 5.9% increase. Ask. And
now they’re at 1.9. So it was
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a 4% reduction on the school
budget,” one member noted.
Historical context was also
cited: last year, the school
received $300,000 beyond
the committee’s recommen-
dation, leading to staff addi-
tions. “One department got
$507,000 more last year than
the year before. And 300,000
was over our recommenda-
tion,” the member added.

Ideas to improve ef-
ficiency included consoli-
dating elementary schools
into Quarry Hill, potentially
saving $150,000 in adminis-
trative costs. Finance Direc-
tor Roberson also reminded
the committee that Monson
overspends its Net School
Spending due to declining
enrollment, limiting state
aid and placing additional
pressure on the town budget.
“Last year, from the doc-
uments I have found it ap-
pears that it was agreed upon
that the goal was to give the
school 1% annually,” Rober-
son noted.

Equity concerns across
town departments

The committee repeat-
edly stressed the need for
fairness in budget decisions.
“We’re making other depart-
ments cut and you’re saying
we should add to theirs...
I don’t think that’s fair,” a
member said. Concerns were
raised about core services
such as public safety and
highway maintenance, noting
that cuts could affect essential
services and quality of life.
Fixed personnel costs, includ-
ing union contracts and elect-
ed officials’ salaries, further
constrained flexibility, mean-
ing reductions would fall on
other areas or non-contracted
staff.

Some members empha-
sized the importance of a
collaborative, town-wide ap-
proach. “I think the best way
for all of these committees to
work together is to come up
with a plan together so every-
one can be behind that plan,”
one member said.

Long-term challenges and

strategic planning

Finance officials warned
that even level funding rep-
resents only a temporary solu-
tion. Rising fixed costs and
limited revenue growth make
long-term sustainability chal-
lenging. The Finance Direc-
tor highlighted the need for
proactive strategic planning.
“The reality is we need to do
strategic planning to figure out
how we are going to bring in
more revenue,” he said.

Regionalization of ser-
vices, including police, fire,
and schools, was raised as a
potential long-term solution,
though committee members
acknowledged it is not a quick
fix. “If wages are unsustain-
able... I don’t know what else
you can do besides regional-
ize. Cut positions, that’s all
you can do,” one official re-
marked. Town Administrator
Wolowicz proposed forming a
stakeholder group of residents
to discuss Monson’s long-
term priorities.
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PET OF THE MONTH

PACK WALKS

- Every Saturday in Post Office
Park Wilbraham at Noon.
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Porter Road Pet Care

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

Meet Enzo!

He is an eight year-old rescue from the Houston floods
in Texas who is now happy to call Wilbraham home
with the Mannion family. Enzo’s hobbies include long
leisurely walks to the Fern Valley Farm stand (where
he expects a treat for his efforts) and to shamelessly
beg for pup cups at Rice’s Fruit Farm. While we aren’t
sure what breed he is (likely a Pyrenees lab mix)
he’s 100% a good boy in our books.

J

ATTENTION
| READERS!

Send in your pet picture for our
“Pet of the Month” and receive a
FREE weekend get-away or
spa package for your pet
courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care.
Email your photos to:

jwalker@turley.com. Please include
your name and your pet’s name.

- Every Sunday in Bechertown
behind the Police Dept. at 10 a.m.

All Ages And Breeds Welcome
$20 Each - Weather Permitting

NEW CLASSES!

- Starting April 6th: Basics in Obedience & Socialization
Group Class at Belchertown Rec Dept. 5:30 p.m.*

- Starting April 15th: Obedience & Confidence Building
Group Class (Noncomittal) at the common area in front of the
Belchertown Day School & Christopher Heights at 5:30 p.m.

- Starting June 1st: Life Skills at the Belchertown Rec. Dept.*

*Sign Up Online for these classes at the Belchertown Rec Dept.

413-246-0859 » AKC Certified

413-525-3532

www.porterroadpetcare.com

e Day Care

e Boarding
Web Cams
Heated
Large
Indoor/Outdoor

Accommodations
Playtime Available -

Fenced in
1/4 Acre Lot

e SPA Services
Available
Bathing
Haircuts
Maincures

Save $5
on Daycare,
Grooming
or Boarding
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 4/30/26

ELDOTC

East Longmeadow Dog
Obedience Training Club

Classes held at

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

Start Your
Puppy or Rescue
Off Right With
Obedience Training
at ELDOTC!

e ' = Obedience Training -
A PR Beginner to Utility

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience
For Information or to Register

Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com
We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Welcome,

Caitlin Vaughn DVM!
She fits right in with the team!

2 Offices and
9 Veterinarians!

Wilbraham Animal Hospital

2424 Boston

Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 ¢ esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

Scientists agree that

language. Cats in feral
colonies rarely, if ever,

it’s directed toward her

bond you share.

Meows

behind different types

meowing is a form of cat

meow at each other. So, if
a pet cat is meowing away,
you can be reasonably sure

humans. Understanding
the meaning behind your
cat’s meows allows you
to respond appropriately,
which can strengthen the

Speaking Your Cat’s Language

of meows is important.
Conversational meows tend
to be at a regular volume
and vary in pattern and
pitch. Demand meows are
louder and more repetitive.
Distress meows are not
only loud, but longer,

often with a drawn out

COWWWWWWWW’
at the end.

Body Language

Interpreting cat body

whiskers and other body
parts. The carriage and
movement of a cat’s

tail says a lot. Cats will
loosely wave their tail if
they are relaxed but will
more quickly or sternly
flick their tail if irritated.
A fearful cat will crouch
while lowering her tail,
while a focused cat will
flick just the tip of his
tail. Also consider their
posture. Cats that are

cat is ready to pounce,
while lying on her side

to scratch with all four
the cat is frightened or

give the cat her space.

a cat rubs her nose or

marking you with her

could indicate she’s ready
feet! These postures mean
agitated, and you should
A feline who looks like
she’s kneading dough is a

super relaxed kitty! When

body on you, she is often

Understanding the meaning

language involves
understanding the various
positions of their ears,
eyes, nose, mouth and

standing comfortably are
likely content. Crouching
with a flat body and feet
underneath means your

scent, but the action could
be a sign of affection or
anxiety, depending on the
circumstances.




