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Select Board stands by Town Administrator contract

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

MONSON - At a recent Select
Board meeting, the board discussed
controversies surrounding the final-
ized contract for the Town Admin-
istrator.

Contract renegotiations

Select Board Chair Pat Oney
opened a renegotiation discussion
for the employment contracts of the
Fire Chief, the Police Chief, and
the Town Administrator. The Fire
and Police Chief’s contracts were
reopened as a formality in order to
discuss the contract for Town Ad-

ministrator Jennifer Wolowicz.

“We began the process of re-
viewing those contracts back in
October of 2023 and completed
negotiations in mid-November,”
Oney said. “The board did its due
diligence in reviewing and com-
paring comparable salaries for like
positions in like-size towns, and we
emphasized the towns in the sur-
rounding area.”

Oney said that after reviewing
compensation, evaluating job du-
ties, performance and experience,
assessing opinions from residents,
and considering the town’s fiscal
responsibility, including econom-
ic realities for residents, the Board
found that the compensation allot-

ted to the Administrator was appro-
priate.

“The town’s contracted em-
ployees have very specialized skills
and experience,” Oney said. “It’s
particularly important that we ac-
quire and retain the best people that
we can. In order to do that, we need
to pay them on a level that reflects
those skills, experience, and abili-
ties.

“If we aren’t competitive with
our contracts, I think it says that
we don’t value their work and their
contributions to the town,” Oney
said. “It puts us in a position of los-
ing them to another town.”

Oney described the contract
negotiations with Wolowicz started

with her providing a list of requests,
including salary and severance pay,
which Oney described as “the two
most expensive” items on the list.
Oney said that the Board eventually
agreed to a sum of $10,000, which
was then included in the contract as
a weekly $200 auto allowance.

“In retrospect, I can say that
I clearly understand that that was
a mistake, because an automobile
allowance of $200 a week looks ri-
diculous,” Oney said. “The reason
that we did it that way was really
to try and be as transparent as we
could, to be clear that that $10,000
increase was a separately negotiat-
ed concession and to set it apart by
calling it an auto allowance.

Oney said, “We could’ve just
added it to the salary amount bottom
line, and probably should have.”

Select Board Member John
Morrell said that he “didn’t like that
automobile allowance.”

“As you said, it’s extremely
excessive,” Morrell said. “It just
doesn’t look good. I think I had a
misunderstanding about how that
was going to work in a negotiation,
because I thought it was going to be
$200 a month as it was before, but
maybe I'm wrong.”

Morrell also said that he didn’t
think the other contracts needed to
be opened up for negotiation, and
had no problem with either of them.
Select Board Member Peter Warren

also said that retaining employees
was a priority during the contract
negotiations.

“I agree, too,” Warren said.
“Looking back at it, I don’t think
I would have done it that way. I'm
not quite sure what the answer
would have been; it’s easy to say,
‘gee, look at that,” but I’'m comfort-
able with what we did, on all three
contracts, to tell you the truth.”

Warren said he was against re-
opening the contract negotiations,
and when Morrell made a motion
to do so, no member of the board
seconded it.

Members of the public also
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Ava, age 7 and Clara, age 4, were well-dressed to meet the Easter Bunny.

Rain makes no problem
for First Church’s Easter
Egg Hunt

MONSON - This past week-
end, an Easter Egg Hunt was held at
the Congregational Church on High
Street.

On Saturday, March 23, at 11

Mason, age 9, and Jackson, age 6, took a photo with the Easter Bunny

after getting their eggs.

—aster 1Is on its way

a.m., kids and families from all
over the community were invited
to the church to participate in their
sixth annual egg hunt. The hunt was
held indoors, which made the rainy

weather no problem for the egg
hunters.

While the event was free for all
ages, the church solicited donations
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Aaron Packard addressed a meeting of the Monson Republican Town
Gommittee to share his reasons for running to oppose Sen. Elizabeth

Warren this coming November.

Republican committee
welcomes Senate hopeful

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

MONSON - Aaron Packard,
a U.S. Army veteran and Worces-
ter native, spoke at the March 20
meeting of the Monson Republican
Town Committee to win support
for his bid to challenge Senator
Elizabeth Warren in this Novem-
ber’s general election.

Packard, a self-described con-
stitutional conservative, shared
personal stories of persistence and
dedication in his remarks.

Before Packard got up to
speak, local resident Peter Wig-
gins addressed the meeting to de-
clare his candidacy for the Monson
School Committee. Wiggins, a na-

tive of the Bronx, New York who
moved to Monson after a lengthy
military career, said his experience
with serving others throughout his
life motivated him to give back
to the town’s schools, which his
grandchildren attend as students.

“Having such a small town, I
want to be a part of what makes this
work,” he said.

Wiggins suggested the devel-
opment of the town’s now-vacant
State Hospital buildings as a poten-
tial means for expanding services
and encouraging local students to
stay within the town’s school sys-
tem as opposed to leaving the town
for vocational programs.

Town Republican Commit-
tee Chair Peter Warren introduced
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Students organize recycle
drive for old technology

Stop by Pathfinder Tech
next week for a chance
to properly dispose of
old computer parts and
technology

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - Pathfinder Tech-
nical Vocational School is inviting
people to bring technology to re-
cycle on campus on April 8, from 9
a.m. to 12 noon.

The recycling drive

|04879 |

13180

takes

D
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place in the back parking lot of the
school, off of Panek Street. Accord-
ing to Sarah Malanson, Department
Head of Programming and Web
Development, this will be the third
time the school holds the drive.
“We usually set up in the back
parking lot in front of our white
barn,” Malanson said. “People drive
in and we steer them into the area

PALMER

School Committee
discusses three-year plan

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - At the March 20
School Committee meeting, Su-
perintendent Matthew Francis ap-
peared with a presentation on the
implementation of evidence-based
practices for the schools, includ-

ing how it addresses the needs of

students, and what it will cost the
district.

Francis started the presenta-
tion by outlining the three objec-
tives that the Department of Early
and Secondary Education identi-
fies.

“The presentation that I'm
providing for you this evening is

a 30,000 foot overview,” Fran-

where we want them to go. The
students assist people in removing

PATHFINDER 1 page 5
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At the School Committee meeting, Palmer High’s girls’ soccer team unveiled
the championship banner they won, which will hang in the gymnasium.

cis said. “Looking at all the data
points throughout the year, this is
all the data in the areas of growth

that I referenced in the Report of
Entry Findings, along with other
formal and informal data.”

Francis said that the report fo-
cuses on three areas that the school
district seeks to improve on; re-
spectively early intervention and
readiness, middle school learning
gaps, and then low student en-
gagement. Francis then compared
these with DESE’s three strategic
objectives.

“Number one, to cultivate
systems to support the whole stu-
dent and foster joyful, healthy, and
supportive learning environments
so that all students feel valued,
connected, nourished, and ready
to learn,” Francis said. “The sec-
ond objective is to promote deep-
er learning so that all students
engage in grade-level work that
is real-world, relevant, and in-

PALMER 1 page 5
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SCARLETT

This is Scarlett, going in for the catch. We
feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a dog, cat,
chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse...you get the
point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying to re-
home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-resolution
jpg of your pet with a little information to mharri-
son@turley.com.

MAC holds 30th
art exhibition

MONSON— The Monson Arts Council is
pleased to announce its 30th annual Juried Art Ex-
hibition and Sale. This year’s show is sure to present
some of the finest quality works of art from around
the region. The works will be on display in Mon-
son’s House of Art as well as next door at the historic
Memorial Hall from noon to 5 p.m., each weekend
day from April 20 through May 5. Cash prizes will
be presented in four categories including: Painting,
Photography, Multidimensional Art (Sculpture, Fi-
ber Art, Ceramics, etc.) and Graphic Arts/Mixed
Media (Printmaking, Drawing, Collage, etc.). This
year’s cash prizes total $4,500.

Artists can submit works for consideration up
through March 22 at https://monsonartscouncil.org/
spring-art-exhibition-and-sale-2024/

This year’s jurors include professional artists
Kara Bigda and Cathy Liontas, as well as Curator,
Eli Yung of the Fitchburg Art Museum. Admission
to the Show is free and open to the general public.

For more information go to: https://monso-
nartscouncil.org/.

Garden club to
hold guest night

MONSON— Monson Garden club is sponsor-
ing its guest night program floral design with Bob
Whitney on Monday, April 1, at 7 p.m., in First
Church of Monson on High St.

Whitney, a local floral designer for over 37
years working in education, retail, and wholesale,
will present an instructional lecture on how to create
fabulous floral arrangements using unique materials
and innovative techniques.

This program is open to the public with light
refreshments to be served. A suggested donation of
$5 will give guests a chance to take home one of
the arrangements made during the presentation. It is
funded by a grant from the Monson Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency of the Mass. Cultural Council.
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Riffing on Raiders of The Lost Ark, the sought
after Golden egg was hidden inside Monson
High for students to find.

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer
hgiza@turley.com

MONSON - Easter eggs were a source of educa-
tion during a recent event at Monson High School

Rachel McRobbie, the Drug Free Communities
Project Coordinator for the public schools spearheaded
the project.

Recently, she hid an assortment Easter eggs at
Monson High School to help educate students about
drugs and safety.

“Malinda (Manley) and I recently attended a CAD-
CA (Community Anti-drug Coalitions of America)
training,” said McRobbie. “We were able to brainstorm
ideas with coalitions around the country. As a part of
the drug-free communities grant requirements, we are
required to participate in a minimum of four communi-
ty events a year, And we wanted to kick off participa-
tion with the National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week.
We also wanted to pick an activity that the kids would
be excited about generating natural conversation around
this week. I hope is that the event was informative and
memorable and we hope to make it an annual event.”

Students through the entire school participated in
the event and eggs were found during passing time so
classroom learning time was not disrupted.

Malinda Manley, DFC Program Director, is a big
part of the Monson Substance Use Community Partner-
ship, and praised McRobbie’s efforts to hide the eggs.

“Rachel hid 280 eggs,” said Manley. “Throughout
the school that contained facts about drug and alcohol
awareness as well as fun latex free erasers. We also hid
three golden eggs and students that found those eggs
received a stuffed bunny.”

McRobbie hopes the exercise led to more discus-
sions and awareness of substance abuse.

“I would love to see the community come together
to combat the challenges of substance abuse,” McRob-
bie said. “I would like to see a reduction in the stigma

A beautiful poster displayed in the
High School honoring the first day
of National Drug and Alcohol Facts week. (inset)
Closer look at the origami butterflies students helped
make for the poster. They wrote on each wing why they
choose to be substance free.

that comes with addiction. And I would like for the peo-
ple in this community that are struggling to know that
we care and are working very hard to provide resources
to help them locally. The drug-free communities grant
focuses on prevention in school-age children and acts
as the financial agent for a much larger network. The
Monson Substance Use Community Partnership is the
name of our local coalition, and they have been working
very hard to better the community since 2017.”

Though the event was a seasonal success, McRob-
bie and Manley are far from finished on their bunny trail
of substance education

“During the month of April,” McRobbie said, “we
have a poster contest for Monson High students with a
grand prize of a family four pack of Springfield Thun-
derbirds tickets, generously donated by the Thunder-
birds foundation. Students will be encouraged to submit
posters that relate to the theme of an alcohol, free prom.
We are also planning on providing a free transportation
option to and from this year’s prom on May 3. More
information will be available soon.”

McRobbie and Manley will be attending the Mon-
son Wellness Fair at Memorial Hall with a booth exhibit
containing fun giveaway for attendees. The event runs
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Despite efforts, some people still question the suc-
cess rate of McRobbie’s communal efforts to make an
effective change in Monson substance abuse. This is
something she hopes to change.

“This program works,” McRobbie said. “Youth
substance use significantly decreases in the communi-
ties with a DFC coalition, As shown by the DFC pro-
gram, national evaluation in 2022. Local problems re-
quire local solutions and that’s why the coalition model
is so impactful. Coalition members are from the com-
munity and deeply care about Monson’s substance use
issues.”

3 of the golden egg winners, Hannah Murphy (10th
Grade), Austin Meacham (10th Grade) & Jake Beaupre
(10th Grade).

Submitted photos

Manley hopes to assure residents that the Monson
Drug Free Communities Grant will be a positive influ-
encer for the youth.

“This grant is used to build connections,” Manley
said. “Within our local communities in order to help
reduce youth substance abuse and sustain this reduction
in years to come.”

For a more comprehensive overview, grant infor-
mation may be found on https:// www.whitehouse.gov/
ondcp/grant-programs/dfc/

Monson Democrats to award
scholarship to Monson student

MONSON— The Monson
Democratic Town Committee is
once again pleased to award a
$1,000 scholarship to a graduat-
ing high school senior who is a
resident of the Town of Monson
and pursuing post-secondary ed-
ucation. This scholarship oppor-
tunity is not limited to students
who attend Monson High School.
Students who reside in the Town of
Monson and attend Monson High

The
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School, or other high schools, in-
cluding Pathfinder Regional Voca-
tional Technical High School, are
encouraged to apply.

scholarship
committee gives significant added
weight to community service or ex-
tending service to others and takes
into account extracurricular activi-
ties, strength of recommendations,
personal statement, and academic/
vocational achievement.There is

this scholarship award.

The application for the Mon-
son Democratic Town Committee
scholarship award is submitted
through the 2024 Monson High
School Common Scholarship Ap-
plication with a deadline listed
on the application as all materials
being submitted and postmarked
by Tuesday, April 23. For more in-
formation about the Monson Dem-
ocratic Town Committee Scholar-
ship, specifically, questions may be
emailed to karen_monsondems@
yahoo.com.

selection

no requirement
that the student
be an enrolled
Democrat to be
considered for
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Quilt show on April 7

MONSON— Individuals who believe they have
an antique quilt can come to the Keep Homestead Mu-
seum, 35 Ely Road, when it opens for the season on
Sunday, April 7, and learn more about it.

Pamela Weeks, researcher, author, and curator of
the New England Quilt Museum in Lowell, will be
presenting her program “New England Quilts and the
Stories They Tell”. Quilt history is full of myths and
misinformation as well as tales of service and tradition.
Weeks weaves world history, women’s history, and
wonderful stories into her presentation.

Attendees are invited to bring one quilt for identifi-
cation and/or story sharing. Weeks will have copies of
her books for sale.

This program starts at 1:30 p.m. and is open to the
public free of charge though donations are welcome.
The museum is open for viewing of new displays from
1 to 3:30 p.m. And the Friends of Keep Homestead
Museum meeting will take place after the Open House.

OUR
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The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Button show
April 13 at Amvets

THREE RIVERS— Massachusetts State But-
ton Society spring meeting will be hosted by the
Monson Button Club on Saturday, April 13, at the
Amvets Post 74 on Main St., from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The public is invited to attend the day’s activi-
ties and to purchase buttons and button related items
from 9 a.m. to noon and from 1:30 to 3 p.m. There
will be no button sales during the break from noon
to 1:30 p.m. as lunch, a business meeting, and auc-
tion will take place.

Morning visitors will be treated to coffee and
refreshments provided by the hosting club; bring
your own brown bag lunch, and dessert will be pro-
vided. There is no admission fee, and all are wel-
come.

MONSON 1 from page 1

spoke on the issue, with one resident, Roxanne Gun-
ther, opposing the board’s decision.

“If you would have sat up there and said this
is what we negotiated, $200 a week for auto allow-
ance, | would have said something and I think a lot
of other people would have, also,” Gunther said.
“That’s an excessive amount for somebody that lives
less than four miles from town, and I don’t think she
travels enough to warrant that.”

When Oney said that Wolowicz was being com-
pensated for additional duties as Human Resources
Director, Gunther said that the contract should have
expired, though Oney said that this was not the case.

“Regardless of the label, the bottom line would
be the same,” Oney said. “The board feels that Ms.
Wolowicz is doing a good job, as reflected in her
recent job performance review from July and we ne-
gotiated a contract that reflects that.”

Appointments

Kathy Anne Barnes was unanimously appoint-
ed to the Council on Aging with a term to expire
June 30, 2025.

Oney quoted Laurie Stacy as saying “Ms.
Barnes’s knowledge of the department will be a great
benefit to the committee, she’s been volunteering
with the Council on Aging for a number of years.”
The board voted to reappoint Brian Harris, Steven
Kozlowski, Jonathan Miller, Francis Nothe, and Ken
Parks to the Fire Department Building Assessment
Committee for a term expiring on June 30, 2025.

“Everybody on that list has been on for more
than two years now, some people have been on the
entire three and a half years we’ve been working
on this project,” said Fire Chief Brian Harris, who
spoke on behalf of the subcommittee. “We do have
one opening, and after the appointments tonight we
will be putting that opening out for fulfillment.”

Oney asked Wolowicz why the terms expired

Keep Homestead prepares for exciting spring events

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer
hgiza@turley.com

MONSON - Keep Home-
stead Museum will be full of ac-
tivity this spring, and the board
of directors is excited to receive
visitors.

“Our open house is the first
Sunday of each month,” Board
member Deborah Harris said.
“Our programs usually start at
1:30 p.m. but our house is open
starting at 1 p.m.”

For those unaware about

the Keep Homestead Museum

and their Open House events,
Harris hopes to spread the word
for years to come.

“What we do is we usually
have a program,” Harris said.
“We hold it out in our barn be-
cause we can fit more people in
that room, and we get different
topics every month, whether it
is something that interests us or
there’s something that one of
our members heard of. Differ-
ent things, and one of us just in-
vestigates it to see if it is worth

Submitted photos

A photo of of the late Queen Elizabeth Il, whom actress Sheryl Faye
will portray at the museum later this year.

bringing and it is usually around
anywhere from an hour to an
hour and a half long program
that we have. The house is just

Turley Photos by Harrison Giza
A look outside the Keep Homestead Museum.

open so that anyone can walk-
through and take tours. We have
a great staff here to help people
through the place and educate
them on what the museum is all
about.”

On Sunday, April 7, one of
those new events will be unfold-
ed, the “New England Quilts
and the Stories They Tell” pro-
gram.

“Pamela Weeks is the cu-
rator of the New England Quilt
Museum in Lowell,” Harris
said.

“She is also a researcher
and author who knows so much
about quilts. She is going to talk
to us about our quilts and the
stories of how they came about
and she is also giving people the
opportunity to bring one quilt
and they can either tell the story
about the quilt or see if she can

provide any information to tell
our attendees what she might
know about it.”

Harris is excited for this,
primarily due to the amount of
quilts inside the Keep Home-
stead Museum.

“We are going to have a lot
of ours out for display,” Harris
said. “For people to come in and
see ours too. I’'m hoping a lot of
people show up.”

Quilt history is filled with
myths and constant historical
misinformation. With the aid of
Weeks’ knowledge of quilt ser-
vice and tradition, the program
is sure to discuss world history
as well as a focus on exploring
women’s history.

Another event, set to take
place on Tuesday, May 7, is a
returning favorite for the muse-
um, due in part to the return of
actress Sheryl Faye as she is set

to portray Queen Elizabeth II.
“We have had her in the past
and she does such an awesome
job,” Harris said. “T am sure that
is going to be a full barn that
day. Last year she did Eleanor
Roosevelt for her presentation
and it was beyond fabulous.
This one is a new program she
just wrote and reenacts, she tells
stories, it is simply wonderful.”
This one-woman perfor-
mance is set to be as education-
al as it is fun for attendees, as
Faye channels Queen Elizabeth
IT back to life. The show is
funded by a grant courtesy of
the Monson Cultural Council.
Harris is as enthusiastic
about educating as she ever has
been, but it should be noted that
she has not always worked at
the Keep Homestead Museum.
“I was a school teacher for
37 years,” Harris said. “A cou-

An example of a quilt that may be discussed at the New England
Quilts and the Stories They Tell event.

ple of my friends who had re-
tired before me had talked about
it and kind of got me interested
in it. When I retired, you know,
I decided that I wanted to volun-
teer out here and give my time.
Plus, I love history and I love
knowing more about the history
of the town of Monson.”

Both programs are free of

charge to attend.

The Keep Homestead Mu-
seum is owned by the town of
Monson and is located at 35
Ely Rd. The Museum can be
reached by phone at 413-267-
4137 or by email khm@keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

Rate increases proposed in water, sewer budgets

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer
hgiza@turley.com

MONSON - Sewer rates need to
rise, according to the Water and Sewer
Superintendent.

“It is not as brutal as it is going to
seem,” Jalbert said at a recent Finance
Committee meeting. “For sewer single
residents, it is going to go up $68 for the
year. So $17 per quarter for residents. I
think it is reasonable... but everything
that everybody at home is feeling, with
everything coming at them as it increas-
es, we are feeling it. Every department is
feeling it. Everything is going up. They
are not giving us a break on anything.”

Jalbert said the department currently
holds $637,400 in retained earnings. Fi-
nance Committee Member Nancy John-
son asked if those funds could be used to
reduce sewer rates.

“It is not a good idea now,” Jalbert

“That is kind of the philosophy we
have used for the last 15 or 20 years,”
Jalbert said. “So, it has worked okay. I
forgot to say that I can’t learn something
new.”

Committee Member, James Pen-
nington, spoke next, asking about Jal-
bert’s staff members.

Jalbert moved into issues with the
water budget, including a new certified
operator position.

“That is the position that we are try-
ing to fill if you guys so approve,” Jalbert
said. “You know, there were some minor
changes on the line items of the budget.
We were able to go down $2000 in Water
Analysis because I ended up crying and
whining to the Boston D.P. office and
they gave us a waiver on SOC’s.”

Water rates, like the sewer rates, will
also be on the rise.

“The water rate is going to change
from $610 to $1000 to $655 to $1000,”
Jalbert said. “Which amounts to a change

not heavy water users. They are usually
under a minimum of 6250 gallons per
quarter so that is where they are going
to be at.”

He said the bump up is not going to
be too heavy.

“If you look at it from an average
household which uses about 90,000 gal-
lons a year” said Jalbert. “We are looking
at a total bump of $36 a year... again it
is not small, but it is also not massive €i-
ther.”

Jalbert was asked about the PFAS
testing, which was recent-

PFAS properties in discussion that night
are useful to the performance of hun-
dreds of industrial applications and con-
sumer products. Things like carpeting,
apparels, upholstery, food paper wrap-
pings, wire and cable coatings as well as
in the manufacturing of semiconductors
all require PFAS testing.

Jalbert also informed the committee
that he was intending to retire sometime
in late 2026 or early 2027.

ly completed.
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Veteran
uncertain about
Social Security
and healthcare
coverage

Dear Rusty

I’m not sure what I should sign up for in
terms of Social Security; I am 64 and I am still
employed full time and intend to stay employed
until age 70.

I am retired from the Navy and receive
military retirement payments and have military
TriCare, as well as medical, dental, eye and life
insurance through my employer. I don’t want
to lose benefits, but I also don’t want to take
Social Security until it reaches the maximum at
age 70 (I think that is correct?). I will turn 65 in
four months. Can you advise me?

Signed: Uncertain Veteran

Dear Uncertain Veteran

First of all, thank you for your service to
our country. From what you’ve shared, and
since you're still working full time, not claim-
ing Social Security yet is a smart decision. If
you were born in 1959 your Full Retirement
Age is 66 years and 10 months and, if you claim
SS before your full retirement age, you’ll be
subject to Social Security’s earning test, which
would likely make you ineligible to receive SS
benefits at this time.

The 2024 earnings limit (limit changes
yearly) when collecting Social Security early
is $22,320 and, if that is exceeded, Social Se-
curity will take away $1 in benefits for every
$2 over the limit (half of what you exceed the
limit by). If you significantly exceed the limit,
SS will declare you temporarily ineligible to
collect SS benefits until you either reach your
FRA or earn less.

The earnings test no longer applies after
you reach your FRA. So, if you’re now em-
ployed full time and plan to stay so until age
70 and you expect at least average longevity
(about 84 for someone your current age), de-
laying until age 70 to claim Social Security
is how to get your maximum Social Security
benefit.

As for your healthcare coverage as a veter-
an: TriCare requires you to enroll in Medicare
Part A inpatient hospitalization coverage and
Part B coverage for outpatient services at age
65, but you do not need to take Social Security
when you enroll in Medicare. You must, how-
ever, enroll in Medicare at age 65 or you will
lose your TriCare military healthcare coverage.

You could choose to delay enrolling in
Medicare at 65 because you have “creditable”
employer coverage, but if you do so you will
lose your current TriCare coverage and need to
rely solely on your employer healthcare plan.
In that case, you would still be able to enroll
in both Medicare and TriCare-for-Life without
penalty prior to your employer coverage end-
ing and have coverage under both programs
thereafter. I suggest you contact TriCare direct-
ly at 1-866-773-0404 to discuss your personal
TriCare coverage after age 65. You can also go
to www.TriCare4U.com.

Whenever you enroll, Medicare will be the
primary payer of your healthcare costs and Tri-
Care will be the secondary payor. Your vision,
dental, and prescription drug coverage would
be through TriCare (Medicare does not cover
those services) or acquired separately. Just re-
member, you must be enrolled in Medicare Part
A and Part B to have TriCare-for-Life coverage
after age 65.

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration
or any other governmental entity. This article
is intended for information purposes and does
not represent legal or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and interpretations of
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for AMAC.

Primroses serve double duty

This week’s column was half done
when I received a text from a good friend
who I haven’t seen in a few months.

She had just read last week’s article
and was reaching out to congratulate me
on my impending delivery. What? If I
were having a baby, my name may end
up in more than just the local paper- try
the Guinness Book of World Records.

Anyhow, I accidentally sent an old
column in, not
the one I re-
vamped in hon-
or of my first
born’s birthday.
I am sorry you
all missed out on
a few new things

the
arden

sure the one you purchase is hardy before
planting it outdoors. I have had a clump
of primroses blooming for years now that
originally started out as a potted plant.

If it’s been growing indoors for a
while, be sure to let it harden off a bit
before planting it in the ground; a partly
shady spot with moisture retentive soil is
best.

Typically, primroses need to be di-
vided every
three years or
so, evident by
die-out that be-
gins in the cen-
ter of the plant.
Simply separate
a chunk from

I had to say the outer por-
about the Gerber by tion of the plant
daisy, but I hope Roberta ThelQuaia and replant it
this gave you a in rejuvenated
good laugh. soil.
Another I prefer to

dear friend visited Cape Cod this past
week. She left the morning that we had
some freezing rain and light snow.

Later in the day I received a pic-
ture in a text message that said, “at least
it’s spring somewhere!” I chuckled as I
looked at the pretty Polyantha Primroses
(Primula spp.) planted outside of an es-
tablishment, almost beckoning tourists to
jump start the busy season!

I countered her picture with one of
my own, a picture of a primrose in my
garden, just greening up but still weeks
away from flowering. Why not take a
closer look at this double duty plant, just
in time for Easter giving.

What exactly do I mean by double
duty? Pick one up at the grocery store to
enjoy indoors this spring and then plant
it in the garden.

Better yet, purchase a primrose as an
Easter hostess gift and it will be a spring
harbinger for years to come — a memo-
ry of you! Even though they are usual-
ly sold in small pots, it’s hard to miss
their brightly colored flowers poking up
through basal foliage.

They come in almost every color of
the rainbow. Like the infamous pregnan-
cy gift from last week’s column, primros-
es also fall into the happy plant category!

Many types of primrose make great
garden plants; check the label to make

do this early in the season, but it can also
be accomplished right after flowering
has ended. In the heat of the summer,
and especially in drier soils, the plant can
look a little yellow and ragged.

Keeping it well watered helps.

One year, when money was tight, I
divided a plant and potted up one of the
divisions and gave it to my sister in law
as a hostess gift. She still has it growing
in her garden, and every once in a while,
will send a picture of it happily bloom-
ing.

I’ve tried in earnest to grow Japa-
nese Primrose (Primula japonica) but
something in my soil apparently isn’t
right. I will probably buy another one
this year and hope beyond hope to even-
tually end up with a stand of them like
they have in the display gardens at Posi-
tively Perennials.

The sea of whorled flowers in light
and dark pink is arboretum worthy.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 31
years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

New funding for infrastructure

WASHINGTON— Sen. Edward J.
Markey (D-Mass.) and Sen. Dan Sulli-
van (R-Alaska), members of the Senate
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Committee, celebrated the Federal High-
way Administration’s  announcement
that applications will be open for $45
million in funding unlocked by the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law for projects
that expand corridors of active transpor-
tation, such as walking, biking, and pub-
lic transportation, in communities across
the United States.

FHWA’s new Active Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Investment Program,
made possible by Markey and Sullivan’s
Connecting America’s Active Transpor-
tation System provision in the Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law, is a competitive

grant program that will focus on build-
ing networks of connected bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure improvements,
including to better connect trail networks
between communities.

“When we connect bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure, we connect
communities to work, play, and health,”
said Markey. “This federal funding will
enhance safety for cyclists and walkers
while increasing access to transportation
options that reduce emissions for resi-
dents. We cannot afford to trail behind in
building healthy and safe transportation
networks across the country, we must
create the paths that enable everyone, re-
gardless of neighborhood, to get where
they need to go in safe and sustainable
ways.”

\ ]
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CONGRESS

By Lee Hamilton

HAMILTON ON FOREIGN POLICY

Justice O’Connor
championed civics
education

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, who died in Decem-
ber, was rightly celebrated as a trailblazing jurist who
brought common sense and moderation to the Supreme
Court.

She also was a champion of civics education, es-
pecially after she retired from the bench — and civics
education needs champions in this era of partisanship
and conspiracy theories, which thrive when Americans
lack understanding of our system of government.

O’Connor, who left the court in 2006, enjoyed
talking to students and promoting the study of how citi-
zens participate in governing.

She told the National School Boards Association in
2008 that civics education would be her primary focus
in retirement. She created the iCivics program to carry
out that mission.

She and I served as co-chairs of the Campaign for
the Civic Mission of Schools and partnered to make
public service announcements promoting civics educa-
tion. The Center on Representative Government at In-
diana University, where I serve as a senior adviser, also
promotes civics education, using similar approaches to
iCivics.

O’Connor was, of course, the first woman to serve
on the Supreme Court. Her nomination by President
Ronald Reagan made history.

A rancher’s daughter and a proud Westerner, she
built a reputation as a moderate in her 24 years on the
court. She often provided a swing vote on abortion, vot-
ing rights, sex discrimination and other controversial
issues.

Unlike many justices, O’Connor started out in lo-
cal politics; she served as a state legislator and majority
leader of the Arizona Senate. She traced her interest in
civics to her days as a precinct committeewoman gath-
ering signatures to get candidates on the ballot.

That real-world background influenced her ap-
proach to jurisprudence.

She valued facts and experience over legal theo-
ry and ideology. Her views on affirmative action, for
example, evolved from serving alongside Justice Thur-
good Marshall, a legendary civil-rights litigator.

She could compromise, a key quality in civic deci-
sion-making.

O’Connor’s experience in local and state politics
forged her commitment to civics education. She said in
a 2012 interview that Americans have a never-ending
obligation “to teach our young generation about citizen-
ship.”

But we haven’t always fulfilled that obligation as
well as we might.

In a recent survey by the Annenberg Public Policy
Center, one-third of Americans couldn’t name the three
branches of government. Most could identify only one
of the five rights protected by the First Amendment.

Other surveys have found a lack of knowledge
about the filibuster, the length of Senate terms, the Elec-
toral College and other matters.

When people don’t understand how government
works, they’re more likely to believe the worst of their
elected representatives. Divisions and distrust infect our
politics.

Worst of all, people of good will give up and disen-
gage from political and civic activity.

That’s the bad news. The good news is that the
work that O’Connor and others have done has had an
impact.

The iCivics project recently found that 38 states
now require stand-alone high school civics course, a
significant increase from previous years, and six states
require a full year of civics study. Crucially, more
schools teach citizenship in the early grades.

And it works.

Studies find that young people who have taken civ-
ics classes score higher on assessments of what they
know about government. They are more likely to rate
voting, public service and jury duty as important.

They voted in higher numbers in the 2020 election.

On O’Connor’s death, her colleague Justice Sonia
Sotomayor said that she had “transformed how children
learn about our shared responsibility as citizens.” That
alone would be a remarkable legacy, for a Supreme
Court justice or anyone else.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana
University Center on Representative Government; a
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House
of Representatives for 34 years.
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Another Go

Our roads diverge anon.

Follow the familiar, back

where all brought growth,
gratification and incidental
degradation of the blue marble?
Or ... breathe deeply of the
freshened breeze and choose

the alternate avenue.

A second chance, another go.
This time with care and reverence.

— Submitted by Bill Koscher
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Letters to the editor
should be 250 words or
less in length, and guest
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned
Or anonymous opinions
will be published. We
require that the person
submitting the opinion
also include his or her
town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication.
We reserve the right

to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal
attacks, or defamation of
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Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor

24 Water St.,

Palmer MA 01069,
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journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline
for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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Packard as a candidate who had
the potential to effect change
both locally and across the na-
tion.

“I know why I’'m here, and
I think I know why you are all
here; we have a common inter-
est,” Warren said. “Things need
to change: on the Monson level,
on the state level big time, and
on the federal level.”

Before diving into his own
remarks, Packard applauded

Local resident Peter Wiggins
also announced his intention

PALMER

I from page 1

teractive, and the third one,
develop and sustain a work-
force that is diverse, cultural-
ly responsive, well-prepared,
and committed to continuous
improvement so that all stu-
dents have equitable access
to effective educators.”
Francis noted that many
of the points identified by the
plan were consistent with is-

co-teaching and other evi-
dence-based models to foster
collaboration in order to best
serve students with disabil-
ities and multilingual learn-
ers.

The second program
would be to expand full-day
pre-kindergarten  program-
ming for children aged four.

“We’ve talked about this
quite frequently throughout
this school year,” Francis
said.

years.

“There are funds being
allocated for salaries, for oth-
er services, for curriculum
materials, for professional
development, underneath all
of these EBPs,” Francis said.

Francis outlined each of
these allocations. Expanded
access to pre-K from fiscal
year 2025-27 is estimated to
cost approximately $906,503,
inclusion and co-teaching
would cost $830,000, and

“I feel like we’ve gotten
a good amount of stakeholder
input and feedback,” Francis
said.

The superintendent add-
ed that the plan calls for fam-
ily and community engage-
ment, and so there will be
continued effort to seek feed-
back from people involved in
the school.

“We recognize that we
can’t just do surveys,” Fran-
cis said. “We have to start

or you’ve got test scores,
you’ve got whatever that jus-
tifies what you’re doing.”

Committee Chair Bonny
Rathbone said that she hopes
to get more feedback from
family engagement about the
plan.

Following the discus-
sion of the plan, Francis also
recognized the retirement of
Director of Student Services
Colleen Culligan.

“She will be retiring at

Wiggins for his initiative in get-  to run for the town’s School sues discussed with the com- The third program seeks enrichment opportunities  going to the families in the the end of this year,” Fran-
ting involved with local politics. ~ Committee during the meeting. mittee over the past year to provide Diverse Enrich- would cost $1,148,100. community. How do we ac- cis said. “I would be remiss
“'m proud of you,” he “There were a 1o.t of ment Opportunities to stu- Committee member  cess them throughout the dif- if I didn’t say something. In

said. “That’s where grass-
roots starts: School Commit-
tee, towns, everything, Select
Board, you name it.”

Packard began by making
clear his intentions to oppose
and defeat incumbent Elizabeth
Warren in this coming Novem-
ber’s election.

Packard said that his inter-
estin running for the Senate was
in part due to a desire to have a
say on federal judicial appoint-
ments, expressing his sentiment
that the judiciary was engaging
too much in opining on the law
and too little in upholding it.
He also advocated for the revi-
talization of civics and history
education in the United States.

Packard also said the im-
petus to run for Senate sprang
from his initial oath as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army to uphold
and defend the Constitution of
the United States of America.

He shared a story from
his time at Basic Training, in
which he directed the members
of his platoon to get their eve-
ning meal despite not receiving
authorization from his superior
officer to do so. Later, he said,
the officer berated him, but nev-
ertheless lauded his assumption
of responsibility and leadership
instinct.

“You know, you made the
wrong decision, but you made
the decision, and that’s what
counts,” he recalled being told.

He went on to say that he
felt that the leaders of today
failed to demonstrate the same
level of accountability that he
had done in Basic Training.

“Whether they’re local, or
all the way up to federal, they
just do whatever they want to
do, thinking, because they have
a title, that gives them entitle-
ment,” he said.

“I’'m a working man, just
like the rest of you are,” he add-

Turley Photos by Nick Boonstra
Monson Republic Town
Committee Chair Peter Warren
introduced the speakers at the
meeting at the Monson Polish
Club on Bliss Street.

can citizenship responsibilities,
is to be involved in civic duty,”
he said. “That’s part of why this
country has made it as long as
it has, from people being in-
volved.”

Packard said he started
volunteering in 2021 for sig-
nature-gathering efforts for a
number of proposed ballot ini-
tiatives. After this, he mount-
ed a bit to represent the state’s
3rd Worcester District, largely
consisting of his home city of
Fitchburg, on Beacon Hill, ulti-
mately losing to Democrat Mi-
chael Kushmerek.

He said that the defeat was
hard to take at first, but that he
refused to let it keep him down
for long.

“The only promise that I
ever made to anybody is that I
don’t quit,” he said. “When in a
fight, I won’t give up.”

One of the members of
the audience shared during the
speech that addressing illegal
immigration was a priority to
them, an issue that Packard said
concerned him as well. Packard
also shared that he grew up in
a family with a parent who had
immigrated from England, and
spoke about his family receiv-
ing federal assistance for a peri-

common threads that we’ve
discussed all this year,” Fran-
cis said. “It’s not just a one-
off, ‘these are the thoughts of
the superintendent.” It’s a lot
of different data points and
we’ve touched on many of
these, the aspects of the full
plan, throughout the year.”

Francis said that the state
has listed 31 evidence-based
practices/programs that fall
within these objectives, and
that he identified three to fo-
cus on for the district.

The first such program
is the Collaborative Teach-
ing Model, which expands

dents, which emphasizes
offering an array of oppor-
tunities to engage in arts,
music, enrichment, electives,
athletics, and world languag-
es.

“This one, you recall, we
put in the FY25 budget when
we talked about the pathways
program at Palmer High in
addition to the programs we
are planning for at Old Mill
Pond,” Francis said.

Francis provided some
estimated funding categories
that these programs would
fall into, with a collective to-
tal of $2,884,503 over three

Erica Nadeau asked about
addendums  required for
communities that receive
over $70 million in funding.
Francis said that because of
the amount the town receives
from SOA, the school does
not need to meet those ad-
dendums.

Francis said that in addi-
tion to the committee, the full
plan was submitted to both
principals and the teacher’s
union for input and feedback,
as well as School Councils
and Parent/Teacher Organi-
zations prior to it going to the
committee.

ferent, not just school events
throughout the community,
but other events, to see how
we’re doing.”

The plan included a piece
about an annual survey based
on these initiatives, which
has not been done in the
past. Nadeau asked if Francis
would share comments and
feedback he received on the
plan, and he said he would
have “no problem with that
whatsoever.”

“What I liked about it
is it’s evidence-based,” said
Committee member Sandra
Noonan. “You’ve got surveys

short, she has been instru-
mental in my transition into
the district. What she did
for the district prior to me
coming was, I think, monu-
mental, especially with the
landscape that she was given
to get through the 2022-23
school year.”

Francis said he will miss
his daily conversations with
Culligan, and that her knowl-
edge in the field of Special
Education, Early Language
Learners, and her knowledge
of the district will be difficult
to replace.

PATHFINDER

I from page 1

items from their car, and it
gets put into bins. The vendor
we work with will be on site
and they’ll have large bins to
put old tech in.”

The vendor for this event
is UpCycle, an R2 certified
recycling company that is
dedicated to finding envi-
ronmentally friendly ways to
dispose of used technology,
including a strict no-landfill
policy. Malanson said that
people can bring in comput-
ers, laptops, mice, keyboards,
any kind of cell phone or
landline, speakers, printers,
cords, flatscreen and LED
screen monitors, and any oth-
er kind of networking equip-
ment.

“The only thing we can’t
accept are old tube monitors
and TVs,”
Malanson
said.

“Com-
puters  have
toxic compo-

Submitted photo

Pathfinder students stand in the school parking lot with bins to
receive old technology equipment to recycle.

certification called R2 certi-
fied recycler.”

Malanson  said  that
though most towns have
transfer stations to dispose
of these kinds of materials,
they often charge a fee. The

recycle drive that the students
at Pathfinder do, by compari-
son, is free of charge.

“This recycling drive,
led by students from Path-
finder Tech, exemplifies the
power of education in ac-

tion,” said Superintendent
Eric Duda. “Through hands-
on projects like these, our
students not only apply class-
room knowledge but also de-
velop essential life skills such
as leadership, teamwork, and
empathy, while providing a
valuable service to our local
community.”

Malanson said that the
students work on this project
“from the very beginning to
the end,” developing all the
marketing material, including
a marketing campaign on so-
cial media, working with the
school’s IT department to se-
cure the vendor, and learning
project management skills
such as establishing time-
lines, deadlines, and working
together to make things come
together.

“The fact that this re-
cycle drive is spearheaded
by students from Pathfinder

Tech speaks volumes about
the dedication and initiative
of our young leaders,” Duda
said. “Their commitment to
serving the community while
gaining hands-on experience
is commendable and sets a
shining example for their
peers.”

“By organizing and exe-
cuting this recycle drive, stu-
dents from Pathfinder Tech
are not just participants but
active contributors to the bet-
terment of our community,”
Duda said. “Their enthusi-
asm and hard work under-
score their role as valuable
members of society, making
a tangible difference in the
lives of those around them.”

The recycle drive will
be in the parking lot of Path-
finder Tech on April 8, from 9
a.m. to noon, with a rain date
of April 9.

MANNS RV - OPEN HOUSE!

ed. come on b dotail his eyp. 09 during his childhood, which nents inside i 52 Barre Paxton Road, Rutland, MA ¢ mannsrv.com ¢ 508-886-4745 (voice or text)
» EOINE ¢ i he decried as “socialism under of them,”
small.business jobs. one in g the Carter Administration.” Malanson All leftovers must go - No hidden fees
sma 'buSIIl?SShJObS’ doEe HL a In summarizing his cam- said. “If you 9
g?:ﬁﬁ?;cié%n?ggagorrtlpeal?}t/ & paign, Packard said, “T know | work with a All new 2022s are less than invoice APRIL 6 & 7
; 1 that tool 1 ;
work with my hands,” he said. @ my oo s MY Persond sustainable Creat Deals on all 2024 trailers APRII— 1 3 & 14

Packard said it was the
feeling that no one else was do-
ing their civic duty that motivat-
ed him to engage in his own.

“That’s one of your Ameri-

traits, my skillsets, my mindset,
my loyalty to God, country and
family will help more than just
this state. That’s why I'm going
after U.S. Senator Warren.”

or a partner
that recycles
these things
in a sustain-
able way,
they have a

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at
the Palmer Public

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your

Professional And Educational Goals

TUTORS
NEEDED

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:

Family Owned & Operated for 60 Years

Open House Discounts on parts & accessories
Saturdays - April 6 & 13 - 8am to 5pm
Sundays - April 7 & 14 - 10am to 5pm

Daily Door Prizes
Flippin’ The Bird BBQ Food Truck

Breakfast & Lunch Saturdays April 6 & 13
Lunch Sundays April 7 and 14

The deals continue
from April 6 through April 14 -
Monday-Saturday 8am to 5pm

AST

BUY NOW
TO ENJOY

THIS

SUMMER!

FLIPPIN’
THE BIRD
BBQ FOOD

TRUCK

R Tk | IGIANT
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» Contact Us
For More Information
413-283-2329
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,)- info@topfloorlearning.org
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Hippity Hoppity

Who looked more festive this Saturday; 6-month-old Oriyan, or the Easter Bunny
themself?

The Easter Bunny waved while taking a picture with
Lucas Harris, age 7.

Photos by Marcelo Gusméao

Volunteers had a table for face-painting, (from left) Lilly Bridges, Carlee Meachum,
Bella Allard, Abby Forest, and Gemma Maleshefski.

—aster ison its way

Grayson gazed up at the Easter Bunny, while Hazel
smiled brightly for the camera.

Mykayla Guimond brought 6-month-old Oriyan, who
was all dressed up for Easter.

Rejane Freitas sat at a table with Hannah, age 3.

Rachel Carpenter and Levi, age 4, received balloons in
shapes of animals and swords.

Support the Reporters
and Columnists Who
Keep You Informed.

Become a Subscriber Today.’

Support your
Community Newspaper

ONE FULL
YEAR FOR $35

Get the paper delivered
to your home/business every week
for less than $3 a month.

More information at
newspapers.turley.com/subscriptions

Jotimal Register

SERVING PALMER, MONSON, BRIMFIELD, HOLLAND & WALES

Where Local Journalism Lives

Subscribe * Advertise * Support
413.283.8393

www.turley.com

The power to support
the future of local journalism
and protect your right to
independent news and
information
is in your hands.

Lili Ames, Willow Staples, and Izabella Allengena volunteered to help direct kids
during the hunt.

Parts of the Easter Egg Hunt were held in the chapel of the church.

Cindy DeSellier got the attention of the crowd so she could direct them to the hunt.
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ippity Hoppit

Juliette, age 1, and Payton, age 3, had baskets full of
eggs that they found.

Randy and Allie Pascale were pictured with Elliot, age

1, and Stella, who was 4 months old. Joan Watson and Janice Muldrew volunteered at the Hazel, age 3, and Grayson, age 4, shared a hug after

Congregational Church. finding all their eggs.

Volunteers Sophia Galarneau and Adam Laverty called to the crowd to direct them to
Gina and Jesse Beaudoin brought Mya, age 2, and Mason, age 5, to paint eggs and the next room.
make balloon animals.

Timmy and Jason, both aged 5, had a great time play-
ing together at the Easter Egg Hunt.

Volunteer Andrew Ward helped
direct kids to the room where

the hunt took place.
€ hunt fook place Mason, age 9, and Jackson, age 6 found eggs in the

lower rooms of the church.

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988
Yoga & Meditation Classes

Waiting to go to the next room of the hunt, (from left)

gargh Pedder, Logan, age 9, Mallory, age 5, and David Christopher, age 5, smiled for the camera.
urden.

Offering both onsite and online classes

|E ﬁo(?n I::;!:T SPRING AWAKENING SPECIAL Voted Best Yoga in the region by
, , KICK OFF THE GRILLING SEASON Town & Country Living Magazine
for Shriners Hospital for THE RIGHT WAY Y OGA

Children, with suggested Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,

donations listed on the ' : open and energized.

Child Life Wish List for Get ready to fire up the grill and savor FOR Come ex’;)erience thl'ng(fr yourself.

different ways to help, the flavors of the season with our Spring EVERY

including solicitations of Special on Ground Beef.

small toys and wrapped Bobpy 286 BR‘}I%SE‘}S:)"I@ \7/\:/)’ZI;}REN MA

candies. 40 1lb packages for $250. That's a 30% WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM
Whoever you are, savings. Order online or in-store. - -

wherever you are on life’s

journey, you are welcome | oo

20% OFF ALL BEEF PRODUCTS |
Use coupon in-store or code

here,” the church said on |
| SpringSale online.
I
I

its official Facebook page. JOIN US FOR A FREE, FAMILY FRIENDLY PERFORMANCE

- R FarmerMatt.com
) Farmer Matt 860 West Brookfield Rd.
&7 /  FARM-FRESH + LOCAL New Braintree, MA

I

I

For information !
about upcoming events, :
visit the church’s website FarmerMatt.com - 508-980-7085. Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 03/24/24. :
at firstchurchmonson.org. (e oo

BOHEMIAN e

Inthe Furopean Mountains

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured Contcety: ALELANDRIA BLACK

Tree Trimming and Removal 730PM ’ Friday, Aprll 5, 2024

Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding Minnechaug Regional High School
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery 621 Main Street, Wilbraham

This program is sponsored in part by a grant from the
All Major Credit Cards Accepted Sippoed by 1 Hase Cuiral Coune,  S6le agency.
100% Financing Available
162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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Monson Schools Administration
turnover upsets residents

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer
hgiza@turley.com

MONSON - Concerns over
the rate of turnover came forward
during the most recent Monson
School Committee meeting last
Wednesday night.

During public comment,
speakers expressed an issue with
the “high firing rate” seen at the
schools.

One speaker said the turnover
has given the schools a poor repu-
tation.

“I think that is one of the prob-
lems that we have in this town that
we get this reputation for having
terrible schools for so on and so
forth when somebody puts their
opinion out there and recognizes
it as fact,” said Karen O’Toole. “I
just want to ask the community to
stop doing that because as you can
hear from what has been said here
already tonight, it is a problem.”

Resident Jeff Lord criticized
a lack of communication regard-
ing the administration at the high
school. He said there is still no in-
formation regarding the absence of
the Monson High School principal.

“The concerns in social me-
dia are the absence of the princi-
pal and the vice principal from the
high school,” Lord said. “There is
no information that is given out as
to why they have been relieved of
their duties. Dr. Clarke could you
tell me, are you legally allowed to
give reasons?”’

Superintendent Cheryl Clarke
did not answer Lord’s query, due to
it being a personnel issue. Lord re-
sponded by suggesting money was
the main issue the administrators
are no long with the district.

““Tve talked to some of the

departing administrative staff be-
cause I have grown very close
to them,” Lord said. “The over-
whelming answer I hear isn’t about
the ETL, which forgive me I am not
familiar with, but what I hear over
and over again is that they make
more money everywhere else. Un-
fortunately, this small community
like Monson that for that last few,
I don’t know, 17 years, have gotten
net school spending and unfortu-
nately that goes down because our
population goes down, so there is
not a lot that we can do to increase
administrator’s pay.”

Resident Lisa Reynolds spoke
via Zoom, addressing the various
rumors.

“I know it is a small town and I
know there are rumors,” Reynolds
said “T don’t doubt that everyone at
the high school does probably the
best that they can but I just implore
the committee to understand that
we can do better.”

Reynolds referenced her own
children, saying they are both now
in college despite constantly losing
administrators during their time at
Monson.

“I have two daughters in col-
lege,” Reynolds said. “In spite of
the lack of connection that they
had in high school with adults
there, in spite the fact that they
never touched a microscope up
at the high school, in spite of the
fact that they lost two principals
in their 4 years of high school, in
spite of the fact they went through
the pandemic, which I know is not
your doing, obviously it was hard
for all schools and I've worked at
your schools for 14 years, I just
think that one of the greatest things
about our town is that we celebrate
each other in crisis. But I just want
more for our kids and clearly echo

that we cannot give more credit
to rumors. They talk about an el-
ephant in the room, the elephant
is why does this keep happening?
And there has not been any evi-
dence given to the public that have
made a difference to make this not
happen any further.”

In other school committee
news, Clarke reported a change in
one of her upcoming events and
recognized a Granite Valley stu-
dent.

“I had to reschedule my ‘Soup
with the Supe,”” Clarke said, “So
it will be on Tuesday, April 2, at
6 p.m. here at Quarry Hill. More
details to follow. I changed coffee
and conversation to ‘Soup with the
Supe.” So, we are going to have
soup and it is going to have a focus
on the budget, but I will available
to answer any questions anyone
has about the budget or otherwise.
I’'m really looking forward to that.”

Clarke recognized a sixth
grader for her recently artwork,
which won an award at the state
level.

“For recognition, I just want
to congratulate Hailey Fournier,”
Clarke said. “A grade six student
at Granite Valley for receiving an
Award of Merit, 2nd place at the
state level for her artwork in the
reflections program. So, congratu-
lations to Hailey.”

The School Committee typ-
ically meets twice a month at
Quarry Hill Community School.
Meetings are broadcast live, and
repeated the following day over
the local public access station
(M-PACT) which is broadcast on
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings
are open to the public and commu-
nity members are encouraged to
attend.

Wilbraham Garden Club April meeting takes place April 4

WILBRAHAM - The April
meeting of the Wilbraham Garden
Club will hold a sandwich lun-
cheon at Noon on Thurs., April 4
We do need a reservation for this
meeting as we are inviting all sur-
rounding Garden Clubs. Please call

Norma at 596-8173 for a reserva-
tion.

The speaker for the day will
be the well-known, Bob Whitney,
whose topic will be “Stix, Twigs,
Moss, Stones & Flowers.” Bob
brings a “breath of spring” to us

at this meeting. His program will
consist of arrangements using
items from nature that can be found
in our yards. His finished creations
will be raffled at the end of the pro-
gram.

PALMER - Baystate Wing
Hospital has announced an invest-
ment of $45,000 in grants to benefit
local community-based nonprofit
organizations.

Baystate Wing Hospital’s ser-
vice area represents 15 communi-
ties comprising a population of ap-
proximately 120,000 people.

“We are happy to support these
innovative, impactful, and sustain-
able programs to continue to ad-
dress local needs in the region,” said
Ron Bryant, president, Baystate
Health Regional Community Hos-
pitals, in a press release. “Everyone
is strengthened when we collective-
ly work together to build and sustain
a culture of health and wellness.”

Programs supported by the hos-
pital’s grant investments include:

QVCDC,

The Quaboag Connector:

The $30,000 grant to the
Quaboag Valley Community De-
velopment Corporation will provide
continued support to the Quaboag
Connector Transportation initia-
tive in partnership with the town of
Ware, which addresses the lack of
transportation to employment, edu-
cation, healthcare, workforce train-
ing, shopping, and benefit services
within and outside the region.

The service began in January
2017 and has provided thousands of
rides to community members.

In 2022, the Quaboag Connec-
tor expanded to provide dedicated
transportation for seniors, offered
free rides to veterans, and launched
the Baystate Wing Hospital funded

Convenient Care Van to provide free
non-emergency medical transporta-
tion to Baystate Health facilities
anywhere in their 10-town service
area. As of Jan. 31, of this year,
the Connector has provided over
65,000 rides.

The grant funded by the Bay-
state Wing Hospital Corporation to
the Quaboag Connector is eligible
for Massachusetts Community In-
vestment Tax Credits that will lever-
age the grant award by $15,000,
allowing additional funding to be
reinvested in the local organiza-
tions.

“We are grateful to the Baystate
Wing Hospital Corporation for their
ongoing support of this essential
transportation service for people
living and working in the Quaboag
Region,” said Melissa Fales, execu-
tive director of the QVCDC.

West Brookfield Fire
Department, AED

The $3,500 grant is awarded
to the West Brookfield Fire De-
partment to purchase an Automat-
ic External Defibrillator. The West
Brookfield Fire Department assists
with many medical calls throughout
the day.

The purchase of the AED will
allow the department to assist in po-
tentially saving countless lives. The
West Brookfield Fire Department
team is trained in using an AED and
looks forward to assisting in provid-
ing care to the community of West
Brookfield and other local commu-
nities during mutual aid calls.

Baystate Wing awards grants to
community organizations

Growing a New Heart,
helpline outreach

The $7,000 grant to Growing
a New Heart will support outreach
activities to increase awareness and
usage of the “A Call for Change
Helpline.” The ACFCH Helpline
receives hundreds of calls annually
from people who want to become
and remain safe in their relation-
ships.

The ACFCH Helpline is a re-
source that touches the lives of
roughly 1,000 people each year
and is a means for family members,
friends, and professionals to help
stop someone from harming their
partner.

WRVDY Task Force, education
and engagement

This grant of $4,500 will sup-
port the work of the Ware River Val-
ley Domestic Violence Task Force
to strengthen and build on current
education and engagement initia-
tives of the task force.

The initiative has four compo-
nents, including a series of “Kitch-
en Table Conversations” with
community groups about domestic
violence, training for local police
that will include a panel of local
survivors, mailings to community
members with outreach and educa-
tion material, and the development
and printing of outreach materials
and supplies for all Task Force out-
reach events.

For more information about
Baystate Wing Hospital visit Bay-
tatehealth.org/wing.

SOUTH HADLEY—The Ad-
vertising club of Western Massa-
chusetts Scholarship Committee is
pleased to announce applications
are now available for a $1,000
scholarship to be awarded to a de-
serving western Massachusetts high
school graduate pursuing higher ed-
ucation in the communication arts
in 2024. Guidelines and application
form can be found at www.adclub-
wm.org/scholarships or by con-
tacting David Cecchi, Scholarship
Committee chairman at cecco@da-
vidcecchi.com or (413) 786-3236.

Completed scholarship applica-

tions and all support materials must
be submitted to the Ad Club, post-
marked by April 15. Scholarship de-
cisions are made by the Scholarship
Committee of The Advertising Club
of Western Massachusetts and are
considered final. The scholarship
will be awarded in May.

Western Massachusetts high
school seniors who plan to attend
an accredited college or technical
school to study advertising, com-
munications, marketing, or graphic
design and will be attending school
in September 2024 are encouraged
to apply. The scholarship must be

Ad club scholarship now available

applied against tuition and fees
at the school. Candidates will be
judged on academic performance,
extracurricular activities, communi-
ty service and/or work experience,
a demonstrated interest in adver-
tising, communications, marketing
or graphic design, personal recom-
mendations, and a letter of introduc-
tion outlining future plans.

The Advertising Club promotes
a tradition of excellence, and with
this annual scholarship, looks for-
ward to making an important con-
tribution to future generations of
communications professionals.

Healthy Quaboag:
Improving Quality of Life for the Quaboag Hills Community

PAID ADVERTORIAL

For those who live, work, and play in the
Quaboag Hills region, we know that it is an
area of scenic beauty, rural perseverance,
and caring for our neighbors with hopes and
concerns about the quality of life, including
health, in our communities. Recognizing
that the health and well-being of its residents
are paramount to community prosperity, the
Town of Ware launched the Healthy Quaboag
initiative in 2022 to elevate the quality of life
for everyone living within Quaboag Hills.

Healthy Quaboag embodies a collective
movement toward healthier and more vibrant
Quaboag Hills. The primary goal is to address
health disparities and uplift the well-being of
the region’s residents through collaborative
efforts and impactful health interventions. By
forging partnerships with various community
members and organizations, including the
Quaboag Valley Community Development
Corporation, Substance Use Alliance, and
Baystate Health, Healthy Quaboag fosters
cross-sector collaboration to tackle complex
public health challenges.

Using a multi-sector approach, Healthy
Quaboag concentrates on key priority areas
crucial for the health and vitality of the
Quaboag Hills region. One such area is the
reduction of poverty and the improvement of
access to resources essential for educational
and vocational success. Through programs
like the Education to Employment Project,
Healthy Quaboag aims to empower youth
and young adults, paving the way for a more
equitable and prosperous community, while
helping boost the local economy.

Additionally, Healthy Quaboag is ded-
icated to long-term strategic planning to
improve community health outcomes. We
are creating roadmaps that address pressing
health issues while also laying the foundation
for sustained improvement in the years to
come. The Community Health Improvement
Plan (CHIP), developed collaboratively with
community input, targets critical health
issues related to four priority focus areas: 1)
housing, 2) transportation, 3) mental health,
and 4) access to healthcare providers. Our
community members and partners are invited
to join a CHIP working group where you help
determine goals, objectives, strategies, and
measures to address these focus areas through
regular meetings and events.

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Healthy
Quaboag has played a pivotal role in support-

ing rural communities, implementing mea-
sures to curb the virus’s spread. Initiatives like
the Rural Vaccine Equality Initiative (RVEI)
ensure equitable access to vaccines and flu
shots through community clinics, emphasiz-
ing the importance of long-term planning. We
hosted several clinics throughout the year
where residents received free COVID-19 vac-
cines and Flu shots in a confidential manner.
We had a great response, with residents young
and old taking advantage of this amazing
resource. Our focus on long-range planning
ensures that we are not only addressing
immediate needs, but also building a more
resilient community prepared to withstand
future crises.

Acknowledging the significance of a
healthy and equitable food system, Healthy
Quaboag’s Food Policy Council (FPC) endeav-
ors to address food insecurity while promot-
ing overall well-being. Through education,
policy advocacy, and partnerships with local
farmers and organizations, the FPC strives to
enhance food accessibility and equity with-
in the community. Anyone can take part in
the FPC! You can find a growing list of local
farmers markets in Quaboag Valley, as well as
a variety of virtual cooking demonstrations in
partnership with SNAP-Education Program
out of Ascentria Care Alliance that highlights
tasty culinary creations with a healthful twist
on our website.

Led by a diverse team of passionate public
health professionals, Healthy Quaboag exem-
plifies the power of community in effecting
positive change.

“Healthy Quaboag has provided me with
an incredibly supportive and fulfilling envi-
ronment to work in the public health field.
Every day, I am excited to collaborate with our
team and other impactful organizations in our
area, all dedicated to making a difference in
our local community;” said Caitlin Geaghan,
Food Policy Health Coordinator.

From its roots in Ware, Healthy Quabo-
ag has blossomed into a beacon of positive
change for the entire Quaboag Hills region.
Join us as we build a healthier, more resilient
Quaboag Hills for generations to come.

To find out more about Healthy Quaboag
and learn how you can get involved, please
visit www.healthyquaboag.org or contact
Nisha Humayun, our Project Coordinator for
Community Health, at nhumayun@townof-
ware.com.

HEALTHY QUABOAG & THE

Serving the towns of: Belchertown, Brimfield,
Brookfield, East Brookfield, Holland, Monson,
North Brookfield, Palmer, Wales, Ware,
Warren, and West Brookfield

For more information, email Caitlin at cgeaghanetownofware.com

VISION

"THE QUABOAG VALLEY FOOD POLICY COUNCIL WILL MAKE NUTRITIOUS LOCAL
FOOD EASILY ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL COMMUNITY MEMBERS"

MISSION

THE QUABOAG VALLEY FOOD POLICY COUNCIL MISSION IS TO CONNECT LOCAL
RESOURCES, PROVIDE EDUCATION SURROUNDING NUTRITIOUS FOOD, PROMOTE
AND ADVOCATE FOR LOCAL FOOD AVAILABILITY, INCREASE COMMUNITY AND

PUBLIC AWARENESS, AND IMPROVE THE LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM FOR ALL"

policy to be involved.

TOWN OF

QUABOAG VALLEY

Anyone is welcome to join the Council! You
don’t have to have prior experience or
knowledge of the local food system and food

WARE
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LACROSSE

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Monson girls lacrosse practices on Monday afternoon.

Mustangs set to open new season

MONSON - Earlier this week,
the Monson High School girls la-
crosse team continued its prepa-
ration for the start of the regular

season. The Mustangs have an ear-
ly opener this season, hosting Bay
Path Regional on Thursday, March
28 at 4 p.m. The Mustangs move

The Mustangs are hoping for a
better season after a tough one last
year.

The girls are preparing for the sea-
son opener this week.

into local competition with Granby
visiting Monson on Monday, April
1 at4 p.m.

TENNIS

Tennis
team
preps for
regular
season

PALMER - On a cold, but
sunny Monday afternoon, Palm-
er’s girls tennis team prepared
for their regular season opener
with a solid practice. The Pan-
thers are getting ready to face
Frontier Regional this Friday,
March 29 at 4:30 p.m. The home
opener is set for April 2 at 4 p.m.
against Pioneer Valley Christian
Academy.

Donovan
Rayleonard goes
after a backhand.

Adriana Roberts
socks a return
hit.

Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Donovan Rayleonard sends a
serve away.

Gianna Perry
chases down
a hit near the

corner.

BASKETBALL

Senior All-Star showcase

SPRINGFIELD - Last Thursday evening, the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame hosted three basketball games to honor 60 seniors
throughout Western Massachusetts. Among the participants was Andrew
Menard, who represented Palmer High School in the game.

Andrew
Menard
shoots during
the game.

Menard dribbles
outside the arc
for his team.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

BASEBALL

Pathfinder’s baseball team gathers at the start of practice.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
The Pioneers practice their outfield work Monday afternoon.

Pioneers getting set
to face Sci-Tech

PALMER - Earlier this week, the Pioneers baseball team continued
its preparation for the upcoming regular season. The Pioneers are sched-
uled to travel to Sci-Tech on Monday, April 1 at4 p.m., then return home
to face Smith Vocation on Friday, April 5 at 3:30 p.m.

A Pathfinder outfielder comes up throwing with the ball.

A Pathfinder player makes a throw back to the infield after making a
play.
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Pioneers fall in Open Cup

Gianluca Gersosimo sends a free kick away.

Tomas Duben and Khalid Rose fight to keep the ball with some pressure from the

opposition coming on.

LUDLOW - Last Thursday night,
the Western Mass. Pioneers opened their
season with a matchup in the US Open
Cup. The Pioneers faced Union Omaha
and unfortunately were shut out by a
4-0 decision. With the loss, the Pioneers

Open Cup chances have ended after just
one game. The Pioneers will now gear
their preparations toward the May 18
season opener. The Pioneers will also
have an exhibition contest on May 10
against Third Eye FC.

L @turleysports

www.turleysports.com

acebook.com/turleysports

Turleysports

AWML of Uhe Week

Andrew Menard
Palmer High School

Menard represented Palmer High School in
the High School Senior All-Star Game held
last Thursday night at the Naismith Memorial
Baskethall Hall of Fame.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Sci-
belli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail
to gscibelli@turley.com.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Abdel Talabi sends a pass away ahead of pressure.

Mouiron

Insurance Agency

HOME — AUTO - BUSINESS - LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street

Ware, MA 01082

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327 @Y “Levlnsurnee

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Santiago Blasco Gomez
dribbles up the field.

Joaquin Lauria Galvo
settles the ball before

making a pass.

Railers pick up much-needed win

READING, PA — The Worces-
ter Railers HC (27-28-5-3, 62pts) beat
the Reading Royals (26-31-5-2, 59pts)
on Sunday afternoon by the final score
of 6-3 in front of a crowd of 3,310 at
Santander Arena. Worcester heads back
home to take on the Newfoundland
Growlers for the first time from the
DCU Center this season on Wednesday,
March 27th at 7:05 p.m.

Reading’s Joe Nardi (1-1-2) scored
his second goal of the weekend to open
the scoring with 6:43 left in the first.
Worcester fired back with three un-
answered in the second from Ashton
Calder (1-0-1), Keeghan Howdeshell
(1-0-1) and Anthony Callin (1-1-2) to
put Worcester ahead 3-1 going into the
third. Andrei Bakanov (1-1-2) scored

along with two empty net goals from
Trevor Cosgrove (2-1-3), while Reading
got goals from Jake Smith (1-0-1) and
Tag Bertuzzi (1-0-1) en route to a 6-3
Railers victory.

Reading controlled the flow of play
in the first, testing Tikkanen with nine
shots on goal. Joe Nardi (16th) found
a rebound along the near goal line and
hammered it back towards Tikkanen,
beating him near side to give Read-
ing the late 1-0 advantage in the first.
Worcester was outshot 9-6 in the first
period.

The second period played out sim-
ilarly for the Railers to their third pe-
riod on Friday, which was headlined
by a flurry of goals. First it was Ashton
Calder (16th) in the slot off a nice feed

from Ryan Scarfo to beat Maier and tie
the game 1-1 2:04 into the period. The
assist was Scarfo’s first point as a Rail-
er. Just 3:21 later, Keeghan Howdeshell
placed a perfect wrist shot over the
blocker hand of Maier to put Worces-
ter ahead 2-1. Mason Klee picked up
his first professional point on the goal,
notching the secondary assist. Worces-
ter’s Anthony Callin piled on with a
goal 3:26 later. Zach White hit him with
a pass on the tape while he sped into the
offensive zone and sent a wrist shot top
shelf past Maier and give Worcester a
3-1 lead goign into the third.

The Railers tagged on one more
early in the third with a shot from An-
drei Bakanov (11th). He picked up the
loose puck in the slot and wristed it past

Maier to open Worcester’s lead to 4-1.
Reading bounced back 1:06 later as
Jake Smith outwaited Henrik Tikkanen
and wrapped it into the open net to make
it a 4-2 game for most of the third. With
the net empty, Trevor Cosgrove found
the puck in open ice thanks to Andrei
Bakanov chipping at it and sailed it into
the empty net to make it 5-2 Worcester.
Reading came back thirty seconds later
with a goal from Tag Bertuzzi past the
left arm of Henrik Tikkanen and cut it
back down to a two-goal game. Cos-
grove once again scored an empty net-
ter, this time from 180 feet as Worcester
skated away with a 6-3 win over Read-
ing on Sunday afternoon.

AU IBEYDIUL

Aerial pictures provided by Above the Law Imagery

Ware Business & Civic Association now includes
the communities of Palmer, Belchertown,
West Brookfield, Warren and Hardwick.
Businesses and organizations
from those towns are welcome to join!

JOIN
TODAY!

Visit warebca.com
email warebca@gmail.com

Join Our Small-Town Business Development Adventure!

Are you a small business owner looking to boost your community presence and connect
with fellow entrepreneurs? Look no further! Welcome to the heart of our towns’ growth and

success - the Ware Business & Civic Association...and Beyond!

» Qur Mission
We’re not just any organization — we’re a community catalyst! Our mission is clear:
foster camaraderie among local businesses, creating a vibrant hub that transforms our town
into a must-visit destination for all. We’re here to ignite connections, inspire growth,
and spark innovation.

» Why Join Us?

Referrals are just the beginning! As
a member, you’ll enjoy the spotlight
on your business within our close-
knit community. Think of us as your

WEST
BELCHERTOWN BROOKFIELD

business’s ultimate cheerleaders,
making sure your unique offerings
shine bright.

» A Legacy of Achievement
Since 2011, our committee has been
making waves. We’'re not just about meetings — we’re
about momentum. From securing endorsements for
local businesses to orchestrating events that turn
visitors into regulars, we’ve been shaping our towns’
destiny, one success story at a time.

» Events that Sparkle

Who says business can’t be fun? Picture this:
quarterly membership nights that blend networking
with laughter. We’re all about community, after all —
and a little friendly competition in the bowling alley
or at the axe throwing yard never hurt anyone.

» Network that Expands
With a sprawling member base, joining us means getting
in on the action. Your business won’t just get noticed,;
it'll become a star in our constellation of local talent.

» An Investment in Success
For just $120 per year, you’re securing your spot in
our thriving business ecosystem.

» Seamless Entry
» Embrace Uniqueness

Ready to take your business to new heights while having a blast?

Join us on this exciting ride! Let’s be partners in growth and partners in fun.

Candlepin
League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks League

PALMER - The team feeling lucky in the third and
final round is Acres who stand in first place at 14-2.

Behind Acres in second place is the Blue B’s at
12-4 and in third place is the Champs R Here at 11-5.

The #1 seed Acres bowled against #2 seed Blue B’s
on league night of March 19. In game one, Acres were
victorious over #2 seed by a score of 402-358. Three
out of four bowlers on Acres broke the century mark
with Kenny Trudel as high bowler of the game with a
109.

In game two, Blue B’s bounced back with a win
349-328. In game three, Blue B’s won a close game
392-388. Mark Pafumi of Blue B’s led the team in the
last game with a 1009.

Acres won total pinfall by a final score of 1121-
1099. Each team received two points.

Compression bowled against Last in Line. In game
one, Last in Line won the first game 358-321. Vinny
Navarro of Last in Line led the team with a 103. In
game two, Compression was the winner 345-330. In
game three, Last in Line won 358-349.

Last in Line won total pinfall by a final score of
1046-1015.

Thursday Night Mixed League

This league night was the second to last league
night of the season for the Thursday League.

Team Six, the winners of round one, is leading in
first place as the season comes to an end. Team Five is
five points out of first place and competed against Team
Six on March 21.

In game one, Team Five won the first game by a
score of 403-402. In game two, Team Six won by a
score of 416-381. In game three, Team Six won the last
game by a score of 405-390.

Total pinfall scores were Team Six at 1223 and
Team Five at 1174.

Team Three bowled against Team Four. In game
one, Team Three was the winner by a score of 426-388.
Wayne Hughes of Team Three led the team by starting
off with a 113.

In game two, Team three won again by a score of
403-387. Jesse Danek of Team Three led the team with
a 108.

In game three, Team Three won 397-394 for a
three-game sweep. Danek finished with a 106. Total
pinfall scores were Team Three at 1226 and Team Four
at 1169.

Team One bowled against Team Two. In game one,
Kris Rickson bowled a 126 to lead Team One to win-
ning 421-413.

In game two, Team Two won the second game
413-406. In game three, Team One dominated game
three with all four bowlers breaking 100 and scoring
493. Dena Rickson bowled 124, Mike Jacobs 107, Sean
Comerford 114 and Kris Rickson 108.

Team Two finished with 436 and Cody Allen had
his best game of the year, 115.

Total pinfall scores were Team One at 1320 and
Team Two at 1262.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Eachadvertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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T-Birds rebound
to defeat Crunch

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield Thunderbirds
(28-29-3-2) got a hat trick from one of their key stars
en route to a 6-4 triumph over the Syracuse Crunch (35-
20-4-2) on Saturday night before the 11th consecutive
sellout crowd of 6,793 inside the MassMutual Center.

It was the home team that drew first blood on the
scoreboard. Right winger Will Bitten intercepted a Syr-
acuse pass in Springfield’s defensive zone and went in
alone on a breakaway. Bitten made a nifty forehand to
backhand move before tucking the puck past Syracuse
netminder Hugo Alnefelt, notching his 14th goal of the
season and giving the T-Birds a 1-0 lead at 3:37 of the
first.

Unfortunately, the Springfield lead slipped away in
the waning seconds of Syracuse's first power play. After
taking off on a rush up-ice into the T-Birds zone, Felix
Robert filtered a pass into the blue paint that glanced
off a defender before slipping in past Vadim Zherenko
at 16:22.

The T-Birds, though, responded in kind and re-
gained their one-goal lead with less than a minute to
play in the opening period. After a brief give-and-go
between Hugh McGing and Hunter Skinner at the of-
fensive blue line, Skinner made a terrific pass through
traffic to the left-wing side. Ryan Suzuki received the
pass and wasted no time whistling a release past Al-
nefelt on the glove side of the net for his 10th tally on
the year. That marker gave the T-Birds a 2-1 lead go-
ing into the first intermission, and Zherenko made that
stand up with a sensational diving stop on Waltteri Mer-
ela with barely a second remaining on the clock on a
crease scramble at the end of the frame.

It only took 30 seconds for the Thunderbirds to add
to their lead in the second. Mikhail Abramov found his
linemate Jakub Vrana streaking down the left wing on
a stretch pass. Vrana took the feed and ripped a perfect
shot past the glove of the Syracuse netminder to give
Springfield a 3-1 lead.

Still, Syracuse would not go away as they narrowed
the Springfield lead back to one less than three minutes
later. After a Syracuse shot took a crazy carom off the
plexiglass behind Zherenko, the puck found the stick
of Crunch defenseman Devante Stephens, who quickly
spun a turnaround shot through Zherenko to make it 3-2
at 2:44.

Tempers flared shortly thereafter as Sam Bitten
and Tyson Feist dropped the gloves at the 14:11 mark
of the period. As he had done all season, Bitten’s fight
fired up the sold-out crowd in the Thunderdome, and
it, in turn, led to offensive fireworks a few minutes
later. After Quinn Schmiemann was called for a hook-
ing infraction, Will Bitten got his second of the night,
taking advantage of a crazy carom off the corner glass
that skittered right to him in front of Alnefelt. While
the Crunch goalie got a piece, the puck squeezed home,
and the two-goal lead was restored, 4-2, at 9:59 of the
middle frame.

Vrana and Bitten's line was not done, either. As the
game went to 4-on-4 in the closing minutes, Vrana and
Abramov capitalized on a 2-on-1, as Abramov slipped a
left-wing shot over Alnefelt's glove, giving Springfield
a 5-2 lead at 17:46, a lead that carried into the inter-
mission.

Syracuse did not go quietly into the night, and Ilya
Usau's goal at 4:46 made it a 5-3 game. Zherenko kept
the Crunch at bay until Alnefelt went to the bench for
an extra skater with under six minutes to play. Just mo-
ments after the ensuing faceoff, Cole Koepke redirect-
ed a pass in the slot from Alex Barre-Boulet, and the
Springfield lead was down to 5-4 with just 5:05 to go.

Things got dicey for Springfield with just over
a minute to play when a Barre-Boulet shot squeezed
through Zherenko's legs and rolled precariously across
the goal line. Jack Finley seemed to have a wide-open
net, but he could not get the puck across the line, and
the T-Birds survived the threat.

Bitten capped off his sweet night by racing up ice
and chipping the loose puck into the empty net with
1:01 remaining, making it a 6-4 final.

Springfield begins a crucial six-game road trip on
Friday night in Hartford against the Wolf Pack.

Registration now
open for Quabbin
Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League is
looking to infuse new talent into its league for the 2024
season.

Registration for the 2024 season is now open and
any interested players can go to www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org to get registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about the league. The league
website will also be updated over the next month with
information about the upcoming season.

There are many open roster spots available in the
league for the 2024 season, which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin on Sunday, April 21. The league plays
most Sunday from late April through late August with
playoffs following that. The league plays a 15-game
schedule and typically fields six teams each year. Games
are usually played at 10 a.m. with fields in Easthampton
and South Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abilities league
and all are welcome to join. Eligibility is players who
are age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligible to
pitch in the league. Your age for eligibility is whatever
age you will turn in 2024. The league is also able to
entertaining taking in an entire group as a team to add to
the league. Please email the league board for to inquire
about entering a team.

The league is currently in the process of preparing
for the 2024 season and held a meeting on March 24
to discussion plans for the upcoming season. The next
meeting will be held after the league’s open practice for
all players, including players interested in joining the
league. The open practice will be at Beachgrounds Park
in South Hadley at 10 a.m. on April 7.

<2

Registration now open to
take part in Bay State Games

WOBURN - Registration for
the 42nd annual Bay State Summer
Games is now open. The 2024 Sum-
mer Games will include thirty sports
with competitions from May 11 —
July 27 at venues throughout eastern
and central Massachusetts including
Game On in Fitchburg, Boston Sports
Institute in Wellesley, Union Point
Sports Complex in Weymouth, and
North Star Ice Sports in Westborough.
Bay State Games participants range in
age from 5 to over age 75 and repre-
sent more than 300 Massachusetts
communities as well as surrounding
New England States in some sports.
From grassroots participants to ac-
complished amateur athletes, the Bay
State Games provide opportunities
for the athlete in all of us.

Seven high school showcase
sports will take place for a variety
of sports, including baseball, basket-
ball, field hockey, ice hockey, soccer,
softball, and volleyball. Athletes cur-
rently in grade 8-11 who live or go to
school in Massachusetts are eligible
to attend regional tryouts during the
month of June. These tryouts will de-
termine teams representing the var-
ious regions of the Commonwealth
that will compete against each other
in July. Check each sport page for
specific eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include a
wide variety of individual sports in-
cluding swimming, track & field,
figure skating, pickleball, wrestling,
weightlifting, badminton, and more.
These sports are open to a wide range
of ages and skill levels from youth
participants to masters-aged athletes.
Adaptive sport divisions in archery,
swimming, and track & field are of-
fered, as well. Bay State Games also
organizes tournaments for pre-ex-
isting teams in rugby, and 6v6 field
hockey.

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis
will take place on June 1 at PingPod
in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from
the Summer Games sport lineup.
New venues include Babson College,
which will host the Girls Basketball
Showcase, and NorthStar Ice Sports,
which will host Figure Skating and

the Girls Ice Hockey Showcase.
Game On in Fitchburg will serve as a
hub venue for eight sports. Bay State
Games expects 1,500 athletes and
their families to attend competitions
at Game On during the second week
of July.

Bay State Games is pleased to
announce a new partnership with
Marathon Sports to provide athletes,
officials, and volunteers with a spe-
cial, traditional Bay State Games
gift. Details will be released later in
March.

“We are excited to present the
2024 version of the Bay State Sum-
mer Games where Massachusetts am-
ateur athletes of all ages and abilities
can have their ‘Time to Shine,” said
Kevin Cummings, Executive Direc-
tor of the Bay State Games. “This
year will feature the addition of table
tennis and ultimate as well as sever-
al new host venues including Babson
College in Wellesley, Howard Park
and Maplewood Park in Malden and
NorthStar Ice Sports in Westborough.
We look forward to welcoming ath-
letes from across the Commonwealth
as we celebrate the 42nd year of the
Bay State Summer Games.”

An additional feature in 2024 is
that in over a dozen sports, athletes
who win a gold, silver, or bronze
medal at the 2024 Bay State Games
will qualify to participate in the 2024
State Games of America in San Di-
ego, California. The State Games of
America features more than 8,000
athletes from over 25 different state
games programs nationwide. To see
the list of qualifying sports, please
visit www.stategamesofamerica.com.

In addition to sports program-
ming, Bay State Games offer college
scholarships, a sportsmanship initia-
tive, college internship opportunities,
and a High School Ambassador pro-
gram.

For more information on all
sports in the 2024 Summer Games,
links to online registration, and in-
formation on other programs, go to
www.baystategames.org.

For questions, email info@bay-
stategames.org or call 781-932-6555.

Wilbraham Women’s Club meets April 11

WILBRAHAM - The April meet-
ing of the Wilbraham Women’s Club
will be on Thursday, April 11 in St.
Cecelia’s Parish Center on Main St.
in Wilbraham. The luncheon at noon
will be “Make Your Own Sundaes”.
Sandwiches will also be served.

The speaker for the day will be

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their
ad in the

Journal
Register

Big Y Dietician, Kathy Jordan, who
is a consulting dietician for the BigY.
She will give us the tools to live the
life we deserve. She will be sharing
lots of tips and ideas to help us make
healthy choices when buying food
and cooking meals.

LOCAL KETONE
PRONMOTER
Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
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ob Connection

If you have job postings to fill, get them

the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will

run in your community newspapers.
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Railers pick up much-needed win

READING, PA - The Worces-
ter Railers HC (27-28-5-3, 62pts) beat
the Reading Royals (26-31-5-2, 59pts)
on Sunday afternoon by the final score
of 6-3 in front of a crowd of 3,310 at
Santander Arena. Worcester heads back
home to take on the Newfoundland
Growlers for the first time from the DCU
Center this season on Wednesday, March
27th at 7:05 p.m.

Reading’s Joe Nardi (1-1-2) scored
his second goal of the weekend to open
the scoring with 6:43 left in the first.
Worcester fired back with three un-
answered in the second from Ashton
Calder (1-0-1), Keeghan Howdeshell (1-
0-1) and Anthony Callin (1-1-2) to put
Worcester ahead 3-1 going into the third.
Andrei Bakanov (1-1-2) scored along
with two empty net goals from Trevor
Cosgrove (2-1-3), while Reading got
goals from Jake Smith (1-0-1) and Tag
Bertuzzi (1-0-1) en route to a 6-3 Railers
victory.

Reading controlled the flow of play
in the first, testing Tikkanen with nine
shots on goal. Joe Nardi (16th) found
a rebound along the near goal line and
hammered it back towards Tikkanen,
beating him near side to give Reading the
late 1-0 advantage in the first. Worcester
was outshot 9-6 in the first period.

The second period
played out similarly for
the Railers to their third
period on Friday, which
was headlined by a flurry
of goals. First it was Ash-
ton Calder (16th) in the
slot off a nice feed from
Ryan Scarfo to beat Maier
and tie the game 1-1 2:04
into the period. The assist
was Scarfo’s first point as a
Railer. Just 3:21 later, Kee-

ghan Howdeshell placed a perfect wrist
shot over the blocker hand of Maier to
put Worcester ahead 2-1. Mason Klee
picked up his first professional point
on the goal, notching the secondary as-
sist. Worcester’s Anthony Callin piled
on with a goal 3:26 later. Zach White
hit him with a pass on the tape while he
sped into the offensive zone and sent a
wrist shot top shelf past Maier and give
Worcester a 3-1 lead goign into the third.

The Railers tagged on one more ear-
ly in the third with a shot from Andrei
Bakanov (11th). He picked up the loose
puck in the slot and wristed it past Maier
to open Worcester’s lead to 4-1. Reading
bounced back 1:06 later as Jake Smith
outwaited Henrik Tikkanen and wrapped
it into the open net to make it a 4-2 game
for most of the third. With the net empty,
Trevor Cosgrove found the puck in open
ice thanks to Andrei Bakanov chipping
at it and sailed it into the empty net to
make it 5-2 Worcester. Reading came
back thirty seconds later with a goal from
Tag Bertuzzi past the left arm of Henrik
Tikkanen and cut it back down to a two-
goal game. Cosgrove once again scored
an empty netter, this time from 180 feet
as Worcester skated away with a 6-3 win
over Reading on Sunday afternoon.

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ Stump Grinding

¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Lot Clearing ® Storm work
¢ Furnace Wood

* Firewood $275/cord

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center ® 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful *friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:
Tues. 10am - 4pm « Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm * Fri. 10am-4pm « Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE TO SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 2863-3330 ext. 100

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library
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CLUES ACROSS 39. Unworldly 5.Abba __, Israeli brain
1. Database 40. Yemen capital politician 37. Esteemed college
management 43. Type of soil 6. Observed “league”
system 44. Beloved beverage 7. “Westworld” actor ~ 38. Partner to Pa
5. Medical __-Cola Harris 40. Small American rail
procedures 45. Lying down 8. Belonging to me 41. A salt or ester of
11. __ Clapton, 49. __ Angeles 9. Shoelace tube acetic acid
musician 50. Fail to amuse 10. Takes to civil court ~ 42. Sodium
12. Defender 51. Collapsible shelter 13. Early multimedia 44 Military figure
16. Exert oneself 53. Commercial 14. Produces anew (abbr.)
17. Indicates position ~ 54. Taste property 15. Horse races 45, Lighted
18. Quay 56. Lordship’s 20. 0f | 46. Paid to get out
19. Atrocities jurisdictions 21. Equally of jail

24. A way to address ~ 58. It cools your home  22. Changes color 47. Al of something

an adult man 59. Dismounted 23. A place to stay 48. Ohio city

25. Ends 60. Charge ina court ~ 27.Town in Galilee 50. More abject

26. Unable of law 29. Mathematical 51. A radio band

27. Taxi 63. One less than one figure 52. Scientific

28. Gratuities 64. Spoke 30. Klingon character development (abbr.)

29. A famous train 65. Famed garden 31.They __ 54. Monetary unit
station 32. Atomic #58 55. Scored perfectly

30. Japanese CLUES DOWN 33. Showed up extinct  57.Apunch to end a
persimmon 1. Show a picture of ~ 34. Loosen grip fight

31. Sours 2. Small sultanate 35. Unpleasant smell ~ 61. The Golden State

33. Beneficiary 3. Unfortunate 36. Innermost (abbr.)
34. Baseball official incident membranes 62. The Beehive State
38. Confused situation 4. A way to ski enveloping the (abbr.)
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Police/Fire

Palmer

The Palmer Police Department
reported 492 incidents on its logs
for March 12 — March 18.

March 12

At 4:01 a.m. police pulled over
and gave summons to Camila Kath-
erine Gonzalez, 26, of 4215 High
St., Thorndike, for operating a ve-
hicle with a suspended license, no
inspection sticker and motor vehicle
lights violation.

At 11:47 a.m. police arrested
Jonathan Ryan Hossier, 29, un-
housed, Sturbridge, on multiple
counts of shoplifting, receiving sto-
len goods, with holding evidence
from a criminal proceeding, three
counts of possession of class E sub-
stance and possession of a class A
substance.

At 3:59 p.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner of Shearer Street
and N. Main Street.

At 4:15 p.m. police pulled over
and gave summons to Ashley Gua-
dalupe Borges, 29, of 105 Wilber
St., Springfield, for OUI liquor,
negligent operation of a motor ve-
hicle, unregistered motor vehicle,
using electronic device while oper-
ating a motor vehicle first offense,
marked lanes violation and speed-
ing at a rate greater than was rea-
sonable and proper.

At 6:08 p.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner of Breckinridge
Street and Park Street.

March 13

At 1:50 p.m. police received
sex offender registration.

At 8:07 p.m. police pulled over
and gave summons to Julio Cesar
Cedeno, 41, of 51 Wilcox St., New
Britain, CT., for operation of a mo-
tor vehicle without a license, un-

insured motor vehicle and number
plate violation to conceal ID.

At 8:47 p.m. police pulled over
and arrested John W. Seymour, 30,
of 3267 Boston Post Road, Wilbra-
ham, for interfering with police and
disorderly conduct. Jon Micheal
Leary, 31, of 18 Lariviere St., Three
Rivers, for number plate violation,
operating a motor vehicle without
a license, operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license, number
plate violation to conceal ID and
unregistered motor vehicle.

March 14

At 2:40 p.m. police responded
to an accident on Ware Street with
property damage.

At 5:11 p.m. police received
sex offender registration.

At 8:35 p.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on Main Street.

March 15

At 5:47 a.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner of Main Street and
Thorndike Street.

At 11:24 a.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age at the corner of N. Main Street
and Wilbraham Street.

At 4:56 p.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on Thorndike Street.

March 16

At 9:16 a.m. police pulled over
and gave summons to Cody L. Al-
len, 35, of 1426 Park St., Palmer for
operating a motor vehicle with sus-
pended registration and uninsured
motor vehicle.

At 11 a.m. police pulled over
and gave summons to Roger T. Gre-
nier, 39, of 218 Granby Road, Chi-
copee, for number plate violation
to conceal ID and uninsured motor

vehicle.

At 7 a.m. police received sex
offender registration.

At 10:16 p.m. police pulled
over and gave summons to Luis S.
Vasquez-Morales, 32, of 119 Staf-
ford St., Springfield, for motor ve-
hicle lights violation, unlicensed
operation of a motor vehicle and not
in possession of registration.

At 10:53 p.m. police pulled
over and gave summons to Enriquez
Morales, 18, of 119 Stafford St.,
Springfield, for unregistered motor
vehicle, unlicensed operation of a
motor vehicle and failure to stop or
yield.

March 17
At 11:14 a.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on S. Main Street.
At 4:47 p.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on N. Main Street.

March 18

At 6:30 p.m. police arrest-
ed Craig Thomas Henley, 42, of
1002 High St., Palmer, for multiple
counts of carrying firearms without
a permit, possession of ammunition
without a FID card, defaced firearm
serial number, improperly storing
large capacity firearm, possession
of a class B drug and possession of
class E drug.

At 7:06 p.m. police pulled over
and gave summons to Paulo Mateus
Vieira Morais, 25, of 62 Hubbard,
Ludlow, for failure to stop or yield
and unlicensed operation of a motor
vehicle.

At 8:13 p.m. police pulled over
and gave summons to Luis Edgardo
Rivera, 22, of 19 Tow Path Lane,
Westfield, for failure to stop or yield
and unlicensed operation of a motor
vehicle.

Baystate Health to hold free events

SPRINGFIELD— Baystate
Health’s Loyalty Programs will offer
two free events in April beginning
with “When Your Kiddo Says, ‘My
Tummy Hurts’ Series: Irritable Bow-
el Syndrome in Children” on April 9
from 6-7 p.m. All events are open to
the general public.

Some children with tummy hurts
have symptoms that alternate be-
tween diarrhea and constipation. Dr.
Timothy Menz, Pediatric Gastroen-
terologist, Baystate Gastroenterology
& Nutrition, will offer a discussion
about irritable bowel syndrome in-
cluding how overall diet affects IBS,
as well as diagnosis and treatment
options. This will be a virtual lecture.

The second lecture, “The Bal-
ancing Act,” on April 10 from 4:30 to

6 p.m., will be held in person at the
Baystate Health Education Center on
361 Whitney Ave., second entrance to
the building, in Holyoke.

Participants can join neuro-phys-
ical therapists and occupational ther-
apists from Baystate Rehabilitation
Care, including Jaines Andrades,
NP, Baystate Trauma Services, and
Diana Chung-Edwards MSN, RN,
Injury Prevention Nurse Coordina-
tor, Trauma, for an interactive event
on fall prevention. Each attendee will
receive: discussion about individual
risk factors with a physical therapist;
instructions for specific exercises to
improve balance; information about
environmental safety and equipment
with an occupational therapist that
may help prevent falls; a fall-preven-

tion checklist and prevention strate-
gies; and information about the types
of fall injuries. Wearing comfortable
clothing is recommended. Space is
limited

Registration is required for each
session at BaystateHealth.org/events.
For additional information, call Sue
Fontaine from Loyalty Programs &
Consumer Events, at 413-794-5200
or email sue.fontaine@baystate-
health.org.

If individuals are interested in
attending other events, join Baystate
Health’s free Loyalty Programs, Se-
nior Class and Baystate Health Every
Woman for updates on events and ar-
ticles.

Bondsville

For the period March 12
through March 18, Bondsville Fire
responded to 4 calls.

On Tuesday, March 12 at
11:40 a.m., the duty officer re-
sponded to Main Street and State
Street for wires down and then re-
turned to service at 11:54 a.m.

On Wednesday, March 13 at
5:38 p.m., the department respond-
ed to Palmer Street for medical
assistance. The call was cancelled
enroute and the department re-
turned to service at 5:42 p.m.

On Friday, March 15 at 10:17
a.m., the department responded
to Main Street for a lockout. The
department returned to service at
10:35 am.

On Monday, March 18 at 8:53
a.m., the department responded to

Main Street for a furnace malfunc-
tion. The department returned to
service at 9:12 a.m.

Palmer

For the period of March 12
through March 16 Palmer Fire de-
partment 17 calls, including:

March 12, at 4:17 the depart-
ment responded to a motor vehicle
accident with extrication on Palm-
er Road.

March 13, at 3:26 p.m. smoke
detector activated on Margaret
Street. Department was back in
service at 4:01 p.m.

March 13, at 4 p.m. the de-
partment responded to unautho-
rized burning on Old Warren Road.
Department was back in service at
4:45 p.m.

March 14, at 9:57 p.m. detec-
tor activated on Beacon Drive. The

department was back in service at
10:27 p.m.

March 15, at 5:46 a.m. depart-
ment responded to motor vehicle
accident with no injuries on N.
Main Street. The department was
back in service at 6:25 a.m.

March 16, at 1:53 a.m. de-
partment responded to unautho-
rized burning on Ware Street. The
department was back in service at
2:53 p.m.

March 16, at 2:33 p.m. depart-
ment responded to unauthorized
burning on on Main Street. The
department was back in service at
2:40 p.m.

March 16, at 7:01 p.m. de-
partment responded to unautho-
rized burning on Ware Street. The
department was back in service at
1:01 p.m.

Palmer Fire responded to nine
Medical calls for the week.

Legislation passed to prevent abuse

BOSTON— Sen. Jake OI-
iveira (D-Ludlow) joined his
colleagues in the Senate to pass
bipartisan legislation aimed at pre-
venting abuse and exploitation on-
line by criminalizing the dissemi-
nation of sexually explicit images
or videos without an individual’s
consent.

The bill, S.2073, An Act to
Prevent Abuse and Exploitation,
takes a multifaceted approach to
tackling online harassment and
exploitation. It includes provisions
for a comprehensive educational
program designed to help adoles-
cents understand the severe conse-
quences of posting indecent visual
depictions online.

Oliveira emphasized the sig-
nificance of the bill’s approach,
said, “With this legislation, the
Senate has made it clear that this
form of bullying, harassment, and
exploitation will not be tolerated.
Survivors will receive the justice
and support they deserve. And the
educational programs included
in this bill will ensure that young
people understand the damaging
effects of this behavior.”

Oliveira thanked Senate lead-

ership for their collaborative ef-
fort in developing this extensive
bill. “The final bipartisan bill,
unanimously passed by the Sen-
ate on Thursday, was crafted with
the guidance of Senate President
Spilka, Chair of the Senate Com-
mittee on Ways and Means Sen.
Michael J. Rodrigues, Senate
Chair of the Judiciary Commit-
tee Senator Jamie Eldridge, and
the bill’s primary sponsor Senator
John F. Keenan. I want to recog-
nize them for their efforts on this
landmark bill.”

The key features of the bill in-
clude: Comprehensive Educational
Program: The bill mandates the de-
velopment of a comprehensive ed-
ucational diversion program by the
Office of the Child Advocate. This
program will educate adolescents
on the consequences of sexting and
posting indecent visuals online.
School districts will be required
to promote media literacy skills
and utilize content from the OCA’s
program; Definition of Coercive
Control: The legislation defines
coercive control providing individ-
uals with the ability to seek abuse
prevention orders in threatening

situations; Increased Fines and
New Offenses: The bill increases
fines for criminal harassment and
establishes new offenses for the
unlawful distribution of explicit
material; Creation of Commission:
An amendment was adopted to
create a commission tasked with
examining the impacts of technol-
ogy and the internet on protecting
individuals from harm, abuse, and
exploitation.

Advocates across the state
have voiced strong support for the
bill. Deb Mann Schmill, Found-
er and President of the Becca
Schmill Foundation, highlighted
its importance in protecting indi-
viduals from online exploitation.
“The passing of this legislation by
the Senate today is an important
milestone for all victims of online
image-based sexual exploitation in
Massachusetts,” said Schmill.

This marks the second time
the Senate has passed a version
of this legislation. Following the
House of Representatives previous
passage of a similar bill, the two
branches will now reconcile differ-
ences before sending it to the Gov-
ernor for consideration.

Country Bank appoints

Country Bank announced the
appointment of four new corpora-
tors and a new trustee at its Annual
Meeting on Monday, March 11.

James Phaneuf, Chair of the
Board welcomed the new corpo-

rators to the Bank, stating, “We are
thrilled to have these accomplished
individuals join our team. Their
diverse backgrounds and expertise
will contribute to the continued
success of Country Bank.”

Ivon Gois,
president of Gois

o Local newspapers benefit nearby
businesses. Small business own-
ers often connect with community
members via local newspapers. A

local newspapers continue to serve as
valuable resources for readers interested
in learning more about and becoming
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to
adapt to the changes brought about by
technology, the following are a handful
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

o Local newspapers keep readers
up-to-date on their own commu-
nities. Globalization may be here to
stay, but that does not mean local
communities are no longer home to
newsworthy events. National and in-
ternational newspapers and 24-hour
cable news channels can keep men
and women up-to-date on national
and world news, but in many instanc-
es, local newspapers are the only
means people have to learn about
what's going on in their own commu-
nities. Local politics impact residents’
lives every day, and local newspapers
cover local politics extensively.

strong, locally based small business
community can improve economies
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the
community and contributing tax
dollars that can be used to strength-
en local schools and infrastructure.
And local newspapers do their part
by providing affordable and effective
advertising space to local business
owners looking to connect with their
communities.

« Local newspapers can strengthen
communities. Local newspapers are
great resources for residents who
want to become more active in their
communities and learn more about
community events. Local newspapers
often showcase community events
like carnivals, local theater produc-
tions and projects like park cleanups.
These are great ways for readers to
become more active in their commu-
nities and build stronger communi-
ties as a result.

« Local newspapers can benefit chil-
dren. National newspapers may have

The benetits ot local newspapers

ocal newspapers play vital roles
Lin communities across the globe.

The Information Age has changed
the way many people get their news, but

Broadcasting,
brings a wealth
of experience to
the Bank. Based
in Worcester,
Gois  operates
12 radio stations
in New England
and is well-
known for his
contributions to
the media indus-
try, ethnic and
racial diversity
work and his and
financial exper-
tise.
Mechil-
ia K. Salazar,
CEO/Director of

little age-appropriate content to offer
young children, but local newspa-
pers tend to include more soft news
items than national periodicals, and
such stories typically are appropri-
ate for young readers. According to
Newspapers in Education, students
who participated in an NIE group

in Florida performed significantly
better in spelling and vocabulary

than nonreaders. Additional studies
have indicated that students who use
newspapers in the classroom perform
better on standardized reading tests
than those who do not use newspa-
pers in class.

Many local newspapers have played

vital roles in their communities for
decades, providing a go-to resource for
local readers and business owners.

Hope for Youth
and Families
Foundation  in
Springfield, is a
respected leader
in the nonprofit
sector. Salazar’s
previous  role
as CEO of the
Ludlow  Boys
and Girls Club
demonstrates
her commit-
ment to serving
the  marginal-
ized and under
banked com-

5 positions

munities. She often serves as the
bridge between local businesses
and the communities they serve.

Samalid Hogan, a business
consultant/CEO, and principal at
Greylock Management in Ludlow,
is a seasoned professional with a
strong track record of success. Ho-
gan’s leadership as past president
of the Springfield Rotary Club and
her involvement on various boards
further highlight her dedication to
making a positive impact. Her pas-
sion for empowering small busi-
nesses has made her a respected
leader in the industry.

Walter Pacheco, a prominent
figure in the hospitality industry,
owns several Western and Central
Massachusetts restaurants and in-
vestment properties. Pacheco’s ex-
tensive business acumen and local
ties make him a valuable addition
to the Bank.

In addition to the new cor-
porators, President-elect Mary C.
McGovern was appointed to the
Board of Trustees. Her expertise
and leadership will help guide the
Bank’s strategic initiatives and en-
sure its continued growth as she
takes over as President on April 1.

Country Bank is excited about
the new appointments and looks
forward to these individuals’ valu-
able insights into the markets it
serves. With their combined ex-
pertise and dedication, the Bank
is well-positioned to continue to
make a difference in serving its
customers and communities for
another 175 years.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with

Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel « The Holyoke Sun
Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

413.283.8393 ¢ www.newspapers.turley.com

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

Turley([')

Publications, Inc.

boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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DEATHNOTICES

Oderay Boyer
1928-2024
Died Dec. 21, 2023

Richard ,,Rick“ Nash
Died on March 21, 2024
Services March 27, 2024

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

Services April 5, 2024
Lombard Funeral Home

Ann Marie Corsi

Died March 23, 2024
Services April 1, 2024
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Carol M. Monte

Died March 6, 2024
Services April 12-13, 2024
Lombard Funeral Home

Haliburton Community Funer-
al Home, Ontario, Canada

Glenn R. Putek
1949-2024

Died March 19, 2024
Services April 29, 2024
Lombard Funeral Home

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

O BITUARTITES

Oderay Boyer, 1928-2024

WILBRAHAM—Oderay
Boyer, 95, long time resident of
Wilbraham, Massachusetts, died
on Thursday, Dec. 21, 2023.

Born Oderay Arsenia Mos-
coso on September 15, 1928, she
was the only child of Venancia
Bustamante and Antonio Mos-
coso Herrera. She was raised
in the village of her birth, La-
jamina, and in nearby Pedasi,
both in the province of Los San-
tos in the Republic of Panama.
She was educated in the public
and private schools of Panama,
graduating in 1945 from the Es-
cuela Profesional Isabel Herre-
ra Obaldia in Panama City, and
was a certified IBM data input
specialist. After her graduation
she was employed by Guardia y
Sia, SA., and later the Tribunal
Electoral.

In 1955 she gave birth to her
first son, Adolfo Chandeck, the
son of Luis Alberto Chandeck.
In early 1961 she met H. Carl
Boyer, of Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts, then serving in the United
States Army at Fort Amador in
the Panama Canal Zone. They
married later that year, and the
following year she gave birth to
her second son, Carl Peter. The
new family moved to the United
States in 1963, settling in Wil-
braham, where she gave birth to
her third son, John. In 1965 the
family moved into a newly built
home on Beebe Road in Wilbra-
ham, where Oderay would reside
with her husband for the rest of
her life.

Known as Ode to family
and friends, she quickly adapt-
ed to her New England home,
falling in love with the beauty
of the winter snows. Part of the
last generation of stay-at-home
moms, she was a fine cook, bus-
ily preparing daily meals and
elaborate holiday spreads. She

was an avid garden-

er, transforming her
multi-acre  property

into a veritable park,
highlighted by exten-

sive flower beds, dec-

orative shrubs, and ex-

otic ornamental trees.

She loved embroi-

dery, creating beauti-

ful tablecloths, shirts,

dresses, and anything

else she felt could benefit from
decoration. She also enjoyed
reading celebrity magazines and
romance novels, and was a great
fan of films from Hollywood’s
Golden Age.

In the late 1970s, as the
United States transformed into
a two-income economy, she
followed along, learning in her
late 40s to drive a car, which she
used to commute to Sunshine
Art Studios in East Longmead-
ow, where she was employed for
more than 20 years until her re-
tirement.

On winter weekends
throughout the ‘70s and early
‘80s, she could be found at her
favorite table at the main lodge
at Berkshire East Ski Area in
Charlemont, where her husband
Carl worked on weekends as
a ski instructor and ski school
director. There, while her hus-
band and children were skiing,
she would pass the day at her
cold-weather pastime of embroi-
dery, chatting with the ski area
staff, mountain regulars, and any
other ski families who chose to
share her table.

While she resided in the
United States for the rest of her
life, becoming in 1986 a citizen,
her heart remained in her native
Panama. In her later years she
returned home annually for sev-
eral weeks to Lajamina, where
she retained the rustic house of

her youth across the
street from the vil-
lage church. A cous-
in of one Panamanian
president and a fam-
ily friend of another,
she seemed to know
everyone, from the
highest office holders
to the most modest
farmers. But no mat-
ter what his or her sta-
tion, she treated everyone with
the same interest and kindness.

She is survived and great-
ly missed by her husband of 62
years, Carl; her three sons: Ad-
olfo and his wife, Luz, of Boca
Raton, Florida; Carl Peter and
his wife, Halina, of Monson,
Massachusetts; and John, of
North Granby, Connecticut; her
three grandchildren: Michael
Chandeck and his wife, Meghan,
of Green Bay, Wisconsin; Marc
Chandeck and his wife, Kristen,
of San Jose, California; and Ni-
cole Chandeck, of Miami, Flori-
da; her goddaughter Sanya Mos-
coso Rodriguez of Panama City,
Panama, and many cousins from
her native country.

Visiting hours will be held
on Friday, April 5, from 5:00 PM
to 7:00 PM at Lombard Funeral
Home, 3 Bridge St. in Monson.
A Funeral Mass will be given
on Saturday, April 6, at 10:00
AM at St. Cecilia’s Roman
Catholic Church in Wilbraham,
followed by a burial service at
Glendale Cemetery in Wilbra-
ham. Memorial donations may
be made to the Alzheimer As-
sociation (https://www.alz.org/)
or the American Cancer Society
(https://www.cancer.org/). For
online  condolences/directions
please visit www.lombardfuner-
alhome.com.

PALMER—Ann Marie Cor-
si, 68, beloved mother, sister,
aunt, and friend, passed away on
March 23, 2024. Ann was born
on September 29, 1955 in Spring-
field, MA to the late James and
Barbara (Moorehead) Austin.
Ann had a several decades long
career as a Licensed Practical
Nurse, loved taking care of geri-
atric patients, and specialised in
long term care. Ann was a devout
Catholic and a parishioner at St.
Thomas the Apostle in Palmer.
She liked to cook, she enjoyed
sharing car picnics with friends,
and she loved to travel, particu-

Ann Marie Corsi

larly to Ogunquit, Maine.
Besides her parents, Ann was
predeceased by her former hus-
band, Keith Corsi, and her dear
friends, Janet and John Cheesey.
She will be missed by her son,
Aaron Corsi and his wife Maria;
daughter, Jessica Corsi; broth-
er, Michael Austin and his wife
Michele; sister, Kathleen France
and her husband Timothy; nieces
and nephews, Elizabeth Austin
and husband Sean Maher, Karen
Austin and her partner Melissa
Philips, Patrick Austin and wife
Megan, and Alison France; as
well as her longtime dear friends,

Penny and Ron Foskit.

Visitation will be on April 1,
2024, 10am-12pm with a service
at 12pm at Beers & Story Palmer
Funeral Home. Burial will fol-
low immediately in St. Thom-
as Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Ann's memory can
be made to TJ O'Connor Animal
Control and Adoption Center:
tjoconnoradoptioncenter.com.
Ann loved dogs and had previ-
ously adopted from TJ's. To ex-
tend online condolences, please
visit www.beersandstory.com.

O BITUARTIES

Carol M. Monte, 1946-2024

MONSON—Carol M. (Val-
court) Monte, 77, passed away
peacefully on March 16, 2024
surrounded by her loving fami-
ly. Carol was born May 24, 1946
in Holyoke to the late Charles
and Irene (Casey) Valcourt. She
graduated from Chicopee High
School where she was a mem-
ber of the National Honors So-
ciety and received her associates
degree at STCC. She then con-
tinued her studies at Our Lady
of the Elms College. For many
years, Carol was a quality as-
surance representative for Tam-
brands in Three Rivers, retiring
from Proctor and Gamble after
more than 28 years. She was not
only a well accomplished wom-
an, but a well traveled one at
that. She adored traveling, espe-
cially with her husband George.
Together, they visited several
countries throughout their lives.
Although they journeyed far and
wide, their favorite place to re-
turn to was Forkstown, Maine
where the two owned a cabin
hidden deep in the woods. Time
well spent at camp was time sit-
ting in her chair reading, fishing,
or with a grandchild sitting in her
lap. Their cabin was such a be-
loved and special place for Carol
and her family.

Carol was so smart and in-

credibly kind. She was

the type of person who

could make friends
anywhere she went—

whether it was the gro-

cery store or the laun-
dromat—she  would

talk to anyone who

would listen. Such an
outgoing woman, she

was active at school

while her children were attend-
ing, coaching soccer and assist-
ing with many of the school pro-
grams. You couldn’t have asked
for a better mother. After her
retirement, she helped her two
daughters care for her grandchil-
dren, earning her well known ti-
tle as their devoted Memere. For
many years, she and her husband
would take part in revolutionary
war reenactments, dressing as
settlers selling handmade tin-
ware. The Holiday season was
spent at Strawbery Banke for
the candlelight stroll where the
tin lanterns and ornaments that
George made would be on dis-
play. Years later, her grandkids
would join them, making this
quality time the most sacred of
family traditions.

Carol leaves her affection-
ate husband of 57 years, George
R. Monte; their daughters, Lisa
Hill, Laura Cuipenski and her

husband Michael; sis-
ters Ruth Dulude and
her husband Joseph,
Loretta Goldrick and
brother in-law Gary
Shiflett; four grand-
children, Austin Hill,
Madison Hill, Abby
Cuipenski, Corbin
Cuipenski, extend-
ed family members,
many nieces and nephews and
longtime friends Nancy Rouette
and Margo Manning. Carol was
predeceased by her sisters Janet
Desroches and Margaret Shiflett.
Lombard Funeral Home of
Monson has been entrusted with
the arrangements. Visiting hours
will take place Friday, April 12,
2024 from 5-8 p.m. in the funer-
al home. A Funeral Mass will be
held Saturday, April 13, 2024 at
11 am. in St. Patrick’s Church
22 Green Street in Monson. In
lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to St Jude
Tribute Program P.O. Box 1000,
Dept 142, Memphis TN 38101-
9908. For online condolences
please visit www.lombardfu-
neralhome.com. Special thanks
to the medical professionals at
Mercy Medical Center. Thank
you for going above and beyond
to care for our Memere.

Richard “Rick” Nash

It is with profound sadness
that we announce the peaceful
passing of Rick Nash, cherished
husband, father, grandfather, and
friend. Rick bid farewell to this
world on the evening of March
21, 2024, at Haliburton Hospi-
tal, surrounded by the love of
his family, as he entered his 77th
year of life.

Rick was the beloved hus-
band and best friend of Doris
Nash, with whom he shared a
deep and enduring bond for over
fifty years. Together, they creat-
ed a lifetime of memories filled
with love, laughter, and unwav-
ering support for each other.

As a loving father, Rick
leaves behind his son Erich
(Amanda) and fond memories
of his late daughter, Sarah Nash,
who preceded him in death in
1994. Rick’s presence will for-
ever remain in the hearts of his
grandchildren Jordyn, Cameron
and Olivia who were the joy of
his life.

Originally hailing from
Monson, Massachusetts, Rick’s
journey led him to find his home
in Dorset, where he and Doris

forged a life togeth-

er. Rick’s passion for
craftsmanship and

tradition led him to

become a world-re-

nowned builder of

birch bark canoes,

which can be seen at

the Canadian Muse-

um of History. Rick

was affiliated with the

Canoe Museum at Camp Kanda-
lore and later in Peterborough,
at the Canadian Canoe Museum,
where he shared his expertise
and love for canoe building with
others.

From a young age Rick was
passionate about music. Wheth-
er photographing his favourite
artist or restoring a beloved gui-
tar his attention to detail was un-
precedented.

Rick will also be remem-
bered as a dear brother of Mark
and brother-in-law to Ruth. Rick
was preceded in death by his
brother Peter.

His memory will live on
through the beauty of the canoes
he crafted, the music he played,
and the many photographs he

captured in life.
A celebration of
Rick’s life was held
in remembrance of
his enduring spirit and
the joy he brought to
those around him on
his birthday, March
27, 2024. As an ex-
pression of sympathy,
the family kindly re-
quests that donations be made to
The Canadian Canoe Museum
in honor of Rick’s memory and
his passion for craftsmanship
and tradition. May Rick rest in
eternal peace, surrounded by
the tranquility of the waters he
so loved and the warmth of the
memories he leaves behind. At
a later date he will be interred
at Paint Lake Cemetery, Dorset.
Cards can be sent to Doris Nash,
19844 Highway 35, Algonquin
Highlands Ontario Kom 1j2,
Canada. Funeral arrangements
have been entrusted to the Hal-
iburton Community Funeral
Home 13523 Hwy. #118, Hali-
burton, Ontario (705) 457-9209.

Glenn R. Putek, 1949-2024

MONSON—Glenn R.
Putek, 74, of Monson, passed
away suddenly on March 19,
2024. He was born on Aug. 4,
1949, in Stafford, CT, to the
late Robert and Barbara (Parte-
lo) Putek. Glenn was a graduate
of Monson High School before
honorably serving in the US Ma-
rine Corps “Semper Fi”. He was
the proud owner and operator of
Glenn’s Mobile Service for over
35 years. Glenn was a true au-
tomobile enthusiast who had a
passion for classic cars and hot
rods. He enjoyed attending car
shows, cruise nights and races.
Additionally, Glenn loved deer
hunting and found joy in teach-
ing his granddaughter how to
hunt. He also enjoyed working
on his grandson’s Monte Carlo.

Glenn will be
dearly missed by his
wife, Diane S. Putek;
son, Jerome A Swan-
son and his partner,
Susan Rader of En-
field; brothers, Rick
L Putek and his wife
Terry of NC, Jann
W. Putek and his
wife Shari of Maine;
grandchildren, Brandy
Swanson and her partner, Joseph
Parent of Warren, Dana Swan-
son of Monson, Gaven Swanson
of Enfield and Lilah Swanson
of Enfield; cousins, Tami Zaw-
istowski and Holly McKinney,
along with nieces, nephews,
extended family, friends and
F-Troop. Glenn was predeceased
by his parents and a son, David

GE called on for better clean-up

WASHINGTON— Sen. Ed-
ward J. Markey (D-Mass.), chair of
the Senate Environment and Public
Works Subcommittee on Clean Air,
Climate, and Nuclear Safety, and
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.)
urged General Electric chairman
and chief executive officer Law-
rence Culp, Jr. to fix its proposed
“On-Site and Off-Site Transporta-
tion and Disposal Plan” to better
evaluate how rail could be used
in the clean-up of the Housatonic
River, which was contaminated by
toxic chemicals decades after GE
manufacturing waste was dumped
into the river.

GE’s current proposal heavily
relies on truck transportation for
its on-site disposal options, while
also failing to provide a clear road
map on how it plans to handle
material cleaned up from further
downstream. An approach that cen-

ters solely on truck transportation
fails to take into consideration the
efficiency, environmental, public
health, and climate benefits of rail
transportation, while also ignoring
concerns from local stakeholders,
public officials, and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s con-
cerns.

As aresult, Markey and Warren
called on GE to resubmit a trans-
portation and disposal plan that ful-
ly considers rail systems and their
ability to dispose of waste materi-
als, including on the furthest down-
stream reaches of the Rest of River
clean-up.

In the letter to CEO Culp,
Markey and Warren wrote, “With
a truck-centric focus, the propos-
al fails to sufficiently consider the
efficiency, environmental, public
health, and climate benefits of rail
transportation. It also ignores both

local concerns and recent state-
ments from the state-owned Housa-
tonic Railroad rail line, which ex-
pressed interest in working with GE
to ensure that the rail infrastructure
is able to transport waste material.”

The letter continued, “Public
officials representing six towns af-
fected by the Rest of River clean-up
have clearly expressed their support
for the use of rail. These leaders
highlight multiple benefits of pri-
oritizing rail transport over trucks,
including reducing vehicular traffic,
protecting public health, limiting
disruption to residents, and decreas-
ing wear on municipal infrastruc-
ture. We urge you to listen to these
key local stakeholders, as well as to
the EPA, as you continue to work on
the transport proposal and remedy
its inadequacies.”

J. Swanson.
Lombard Funeral
Home of Monson has
been entrusted with the
arrangements. Visiting
hours will be held Fri-
day, March 29, 2024
from 5 - 8 p.m. in the
funeral home. A Fu-
neral service will be
held Saturday, March
30, 2024 at 10 a.m. in
Lombard Funeral Home with
burial to follow at Hillcrest
Cemetery in Monson. In lieu of
flowers memorial contributions
may be made to the Wounded
Warrior Project PO Box 758516
Topeka, KS 66675-8516.
For online condolences
please visit www.lombardfuner-
alhome.com.

journalregister.turley.com

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check
their advertisement the
first time it appears.
This paper will not be
responsible for more
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in
an advertisement to a
greater extent than the
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the
advertisement.
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e haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers

Granite Benches

Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St I Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508 i

e

Benches “* Statues
Plot Maintenance

413-589-7564 Office

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

On-Site Lettering “ Restorations “ Cemetery Signage

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

Custom Design Work
Cleaning “ Markers “* Vases

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ** www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7588 Fax

413-531-5360

Granite Signs
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE

Round, Wrapped Hay Bales,

Worthington, MA. Call (413)478-
0178.
MISCELLANEOUS

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3
sets of tires with rims 157 Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games,
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department,
masonic, license plates, beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A CGall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

) e
Find(ityin the

413.283.8393 e~ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

I

2**x**xx%A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers
fast and reliable electrical services for
your home or business. Call now for a
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed
and insured. Please call Brendan
(413) 687-5552

Call us at 413.283.8393

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning,
and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average
12x16 room. Very neat, references,
prompt service call (508)867-2550

2024
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

FAST 7AA L7543
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
413-348-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY'!

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of
the art equipment. We remove grime
and mold from homes, patios, fences,
walkways, all decks, concrete & drive-
ways . Senior Discounts. For free esti-
mates call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS  SERVICES.
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut.
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured.
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate,
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

K

'AIRABLE

AND RE

CAR

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

AUTO PARTS

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3
sets of tires with rims 157 Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our
family setting and ready to come bless
your home! Parents are DNA tested
for health and good genetics. Puppies
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets. Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and
trucks. Experience required, full time.

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

Small Engine Repair. RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
Work done at your home. 413-583-8393.
FREE PICKUP OF

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Village Hills

Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

Quabbin ——

Circulation:

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!
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'WILBRAHAM

SECOND CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF PALMER seeks a
skilled, outgoing, and caring Church
Administrator to manage the business
affairs of the church and to work closely
with our Pastor, Moderator, and church
members to advance church missions
and community outreach. The ideal
candidate will have strong commu-
nication and organizational skills, be
proficient in the use of computer and
website technologies, and be creative
in developing procedures and prac-
tices. The applicant must maintain
strong, positive interpersonal relation-
ships with members, ministries, and
staff. This job is a 25-hour/week posi-
tion, Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm, with
PTO benefits. Pay commensurate with
experience. Please email resumes to
scc1847media@gmail.com.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the
position of Town Administrator.
Responsibilities include profes-
sional, administrative, supervi-
sory, and technical work. See
job description at brookfield-
ma.us. Salary commensurate
with experience. Current ap-
propriation $89,989.00 Please
submit a resume and cover
letter to Selectmen@brook-
fieldma.us. Open until filled.

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer

TOWN OF HAMPDEN
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The town of Hampden Highway De-
partment is seeking to fill a full-time
skilled worker/truck driver position. All
applicants must possess a valid Class
B CDL, 2B Hoisting License, OSHA 10
Certificate of Training, and a copy of
current driving record. Applicants must
have the skills and knowledge nec-
essary to perform general road and
grounds maintenance and the ability
to operate and maintain all associated
tools and equipment. The capability to
perform maintenance/repair on trucks
and equipment, welding, and the use
of other garage tools, along with light
construction and snowplowing experi-
ence, would be beneficial. Please call
the Hampden Highway Department
(413) 566-8842, or email high-
way@hampdenma.gov for inqui-
ries and application/resume sumittals.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gil-
bertville. Two lits, compressor, office,
bathroom/washroom. Large 10 ft over-
head electric garage door. Oil heat, 3
phase electric. Room for 5 vehicles
plus inside and outside parking. Locat-
ed right on Rt 32. Perfect for a busi-
ness or? $1,500/month. Call Don @
(413) 758-3039.

=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

WEL JOUR

ERS

REAL

REAL
REAL

ADVERTISE TODAY!

Turley%

Publications, Inc

12 Weekly Newspapers
Serving the Local Communities

Agawam Advertiser News @ Barre Gazette
Chicopee Register e Country Journal
Journal Register  Quaboag Current

The Register @ Sentinel e The Holyoke Sun
Town Reminder ® Ware River News

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

413.283.8393
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Experiencing a solar eclipse

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas @ turley.com

WARE - People across the country are
excitedly awaiting the upcoming total solar
eclipse on Monday, April 8 which will cross
over New England.

Richard Sanderson, Adjunct Curator of
Physical Science at the Springfield Museum,
gave a slideshow presentation about eclipses
at the Young Men’s Library Association on
Monday evening.

Unlike lunar eclipses, which are able
to be seen by more people, solar eclipses
are rare. They occur when the moon travels
between the earth and the sun, effectively
blocking it.

“To us, the moon and sun look the same
size because of the distance and sizes of
them,” Sanderson explained. “The amount
the moon covers the sun during an eclipse
can ‘change’ depending on how close or far
away the moon is relative to the earth as it
passes in front of the sun.”

There are two types of eclipses: total
and annular. A total eclipse is when the moon
is closer to the earth and completely covers
the sun, only with a small ring of light, called
a diamond ring effect.

An annular eclipse is when more of the
sun is present in a ring around the moon,
which is farther away from the earth on its
axis.

When it comes to the best spot to view
the eclipse just two weeks away, it is with-
in the path of totality, or the path the eclipse
will be able to be seen most clearly.

“On April 8, if you’re in the right place,
you’ll be able to see the moon completely
cover the sun,” Sanderson said of the upcom-
ing total eclipse. “The farther you are from
the path of totality, the smaller the ‘bite’ out
of the sun will be.”

This “bite” is the part of the sun that is

blocked by the moon. While those who go
to Vermont or northern Maine along the path
of totality will see the full eclipse, those in
Massachusetts may only see a partial eclipse,
or only part of the sun blocked out.

While a solar eclipse is very rare, for the
first time in centuries, we have had the op-
portunity to witness three just within a single
lifetime.

Sanderson was able to see his first on
June 30, 1973, which became known as the
“Eclipse of the Century” because it lasted a
whopping seven minutes, the second longest
recorded eclipse we have ever recorded in

human history.

Sanderson viewed the 1973 total eclipse
with his father and a group of researchers in
the Kaisut Desert in Northern Kenya.

“When you are in an eclipse, sometimes
that shadow only lasts two or three minutes,”
Sanderson explained. “It was a really encom-
passing experience. About 30 seconds before
totality, it was like the sky had a dimmer ef-
fect as the sky went dark and the stars came
out.”

The second eclipse Sanderson experi-
enced was on Aug. 21, 2017. This became
known as the “Great American Eclipse” be-
cause it’s path of totality ran through the di-

rect center of the country, cutting it in half.

“There’s something about eclipses that
triggers a deep and emotional connection in
people,” Sanderson said. “Fear and excite-
ment as the sky goes dark when it shouldn’t
be.”

The upcoming total eclipse on April 8
has left people with a mix of fear, specula-
tion, and excitement as people plan to take
off work to see this once-in-a-lifetime event.

However, one should take into consider-
ation the safety concerns of eclipse-viewing.
During an eclipse, the sun is covered, yes,
but that means its heat and light are far more
concentrated.

“Think of a magnifying glass reflecting
light from the sun onto a leaf, which in turn
makes it burn. That can happen to your reti-
nas if you look directly at an eclipse,” Sand-
erson warned.

As such, special glasses with dark filters
(not sunglasses) must be worn to look at an
eclipse, but take care you only glance at the
sun, not stare for long periods.

The upcoming eclipse, for those not
travelling to get into the path of totality, can
be best seen in the Greater Springfield area at
specific times.

A partial eclipse will become visible at
2:14 p.m., the maximum eclipse that we in
Massachusetts can see will be at 3:28 p.m.,
and it will wane off to a partial eclipse by
4:38 p.m.

The eclipse is said to only be visible for
a total of four minutes, but again, that all de-
pends on where you are.

“It’s a really rare opportunity to be able
to see an eclipse,” Sanderson said. “Bring
your kids and special glasses because this
experience will last a lifetime.”

The Museum of Springfield will be open
specially on the day of the eclipse and will
have two planetarium teachers available with
a special telescope to view the eclipse. Arrive
early for parking and enjoy the sight.

Quabbin Visitor Center
lists First Thursday hikes

BELCHERTOWN - The Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation’s
Les and Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor
Center, is hosting First Thursday Habitat
Hikes each month.

All ages are welcome at these pro-
grams; however, dogs are not allowed
anywhere at Quabbin Reservoir.

Quabbin is an area of immense di-
versity of habitat, from shady vernal
pools to sunny mountaintops. Staff will
be hosting hikes one Thursday each
month (weather permitting) to spotlight
some of these beautiful landscapes.

Hikes will vary in location and in-
tensity and may focus on an individual
species or on a more general area. For
more information and to register visit
www.mass.gov/locations/quabbin-reser-
voir or email QuabbinVisitor.Center @
mass.gov

Wetlands Walk

A 1.5-mile easy Wetlands Walk
will be held on Thursday, April 4 from
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (https://goo.gl/maps/
RvC5y8AMtmWToTTq5).

This Habitat Hike will visit two dif-
ferent types of wetlands. It will begin at
the parking area for Goodnough Dike in
Quabbin Park and walk the Dike Road
down to the wetlands’ location and back,
covering approximately 1.5 miles round
trip.

Please dress appropriately for the
weather and be prepared for wet/muddy
conditions (wear appropriate footwear).

Register at:https://app.smartsheet.
com/b/form/fef46ba08256404falbd-
49660f68c624.

Gate 37 Forest Walk to Wetlands
A 1.5-mile east Gate 37 Forest Walk

to Wetlands will be held on Thursday,
May 2 from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (https://
200.gl/maps/wPedFYXiN5Qp8sVv9)

Meet at Gate 37 off Route 122 in the
North of Quabbin Reservation. Parking
is limited.

This Habitat Hike will be a short
walk down a forest road to a stunning
wetland habitat. It is a little over 1-mile
round trip.

Those who are feeling adventurous
may opt to hike further, up the side of
Soapstone Mountain to a spectacular
view of the Quabbin, though be advised
this portion is difficult and will not be a
part of the official hike. Please wear ap-
propriate footwear and protect yourself
against ticks.

Register at:https://app.smartsheet.
com/b/form/c3936¢4d26c8443694b6b-
3fcObeb97d4.

Tower Trail Habitat Hike

Join a 3-mile moderate Tower
Trail Habitat Hike on Thursday, June
6 from 11 am.-1 p.m. (https://goo.gl/
maps/9K3L4xf44nbVK4bG7)

This hike will meet at the park-
ing area inside the Middle Entrance
off Route 9. It is a moderately difficult
hike, approximately 3-miles round-trip
up Quabbin Hill through woodland and
mountain habitat and back.

Due to safety issues, hikers will not
be able to go up to the tower itself, as it is
currently closed for renovations. Please
wear appropriate footwear and protect
yourself against ticks.

Register at: https://app.smartsheet.
com/b/form/c2dd1551fbb7467bbd-
da704a469c7929.

Public Notices

Town of Monson
Planning Board
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with §7.3
of the Monson Zoning
Bylaws the Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing,
Tuesday, April 16th, 2024
at 7:10 P.M. in the Select
Board meeting room at
the Town Administration
Building,110 Main Street,
Monson, MA 01057 on
the application of Bradford
Medeiros for Special
Permit with Site Plan
Approval, Special Permit for
Stormwater Management,
and a Special Permit for
work within the Water
Supply Protection Overlay
District as provided by §7.3,
§7.4, §6.19 and §4.2 of the
Monson Zoning Bylaws. The
petitioner proposes to con-
struct a self-storage facil-
ity comprised of four (4)
buildings on a 2.558-acre
site located on Bliss Street,
Map 116, Parcel 055 Zoned
General Commercial. A copy
of the application is on file in
the Office of the Town Clerk,
Planning Board and is avail-
able for viewing during regu-
lar office hours.

Craig Sweitzer, Chairman
03/28, 04/04/2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in exe-
cution of the Power of
Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Gerard
H. Briggs to Ameriquest
Mortgage Company, dated
May 13, 2005 and record-
ed in Hampden County
Registry of Deeds in Book
15035, Page 238 (the
“Mortgage”) of which
mortgage Deutsche Bank

National Trust Company,
as Trustee of Ameriquest
Mortgage Securities, Inc.
Asset Backed Pass Through
Certificates, Series 2005-
R6 under the Pooling and
Servicing Agreement dated
as of July 1, 2005 is the pres-
ent holder by Assignment
from Ameriquest Mortgage
Company to Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company,
as Trustee of Ameriquest
Mortgage Securities, Inc.
Asset Backed Pass Through
Certificates, Series 2005-
R6 under the Pooling and
Servicing Agreement dated
as of July 1, 2005 dated
August 30, 2006 and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds
in Book 16210, Page 523, for
breach of conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same, the
mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 51 Brookfield Road,
Brimfield, MA 01010 will be
sold at a Public Auction at
2:00 PM on April 25, 2024,
at the mortgaged premises,
more particularly described
below, all and singular the
premises described in said
mortgage, to wit:

The land with the build-
ing thereon situated in
Brimfield, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, on Brookfield
Road, shown as Lot No. 3
on a plan entitled “Plan of
Lots in Brimfield, Mass. sur-
veyed for Bogart Builders,
Inc., Scale 1”7 = 60°, April 4,
1972, Kenneth C. Sherman,
Engineer-Surveyor, Palmer,
Mass.” recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds,
in Book of Plans 135, Page
48, bounded and described as
follows:

Beginning at an iron
pin in the westerly line of
Brookfield Road, which pin
is three hundred and 68/100

“Join the team/that does more by
9am thaflsome do allday™

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

(300.68) feet northerly mea-
sured on the westerly line of
Brookfield Road from a con-
crete bound as shown on said
plan;

Thence N. 76° 42° W.
seven hundred eighty-one
and 11/100 (781.11) feet on
line of land now or formerly
of Estate of Martha K. Reed
to an iron pin;

Thence N. 7° 53° 10~
E. one hundred three and
00/100 (103.00) feet on line
of land now or formerly of
Shirley E. Frye, Carolyn H.
Adams and Julia F. Adams to
an iron pin;

Thence S. 78° 64’ E.
seven hundred thirty seven
and 97/100 (737.97) feet
on the line of Lot No. 2 as
shown on said plan to an iron
pin in the westerly line of
Brookfield Road;

Thence southerly one
hundred forty-one and
41/100 (141.41) feet on the
westerly line of Brookfield
Road to the iron pin at the
point of beginning.

For mortgagor’s title
see deed recorded with the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 11851, Page

180.

The premises will be sold
subject to any and all unpaid
taxes and other municipal
assessments and liens, and
subject to prior liens or other
enforceable encumbrances of
record entitled to precedence
over this mortgage, and sub-
ject to and with the benefit
of all easements, restrictions,
reservations and conditions
of record and subject to all
tenancies and/or rights of
parties in possession.

Terms of the Sale:
Cashier’s or certified check
in the sum of $5,000.00 as
a deposit must be shown at
the time and place of the
sale in order to qualify as a
bidder (the mortgage hold-
er and its designee(s) are
exempt from this require-
ment); high bidder to sign
written Memorandum of
Sale upon acceptance of bid;
balance of purchase price
payable by certified check
in thirty (30) days from the
date of the sale at the offic-
es of mortgagee’s attorney,
Korde & Associates, P.C.,
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite
3102, Lowell, MA or such

other time as may be des-
ignated by mortgagee. The
description for the premises
contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of
a typographical error in this
publication.
Other terms
announced at the sale.
Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company, as Trustee
of Ameriquest Mortgage
Securities, Inc. Asset Backed
Pass Through Certificates,
Series 2005-R6 under the
Pooling and Servicing
Agreement dated as of July
1, 2005
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Briggs, Gerard H.,
09-054799
03/28, 04/04, 04/11/2024

to be

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE
TRIAL COURT

Docket Number:

24 SM 000988
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:

Noah Paul Genereux

And to all persons enti-
tled to the benefit of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901
(et seq):

Aurora Financial
Group, Inc.

claiming to have an
interest in a Mortgage cov-
ering real property in Three
Rivers (Palmer), numbered
2029 Quaboag Street, given
by Noah Paul Genereux
to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.,
as Mortgagee, as nominee
for Norwich Commercial
Group, Inc. d/b/a Norcom
Mortgage, dated September
25, 2019, and recorded at
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 22870, Page
230, and now held by the
plaintiff by assignment, has/
have filed with this court a
complaint for determination
of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active

military service of the United
States of America, then you
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you
or your attorney must file
a written appearance and
answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before
April 29, 2024 or you may
lose the opportunity to chal-
lenge the foreclosure on the
grounds of noncompliance
with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H.
PIPER, Chief Justice of said
Court on March 14, 2024.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
03/28/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24C0100CA
In the matter of:
Beverly Madison Williams
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been
filed by Beverly Madison
Williams of Palmer, MA
requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name
to:

Beverly Madison Cutty

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear
for purposes of objecting
to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Hampden
Probate and Family Court
before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 04/17/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance if you object to
this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: March 20, 2024
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
03/28/2024
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication.

UPCOMING

HOPS & FLOW VINYASA FEATURING BE-
YOND YOGA with Ashley Bousquet at Seven Rail-
roads Brewing Company in Palmer, Sunday April 7,
Class one is at 9:30 to 10:30 am; Class Two: 11 a.m.
to noon. 20$ per person and free beer token included.
Any questions feel free to reach out. Contact Ashley
Bousquet 413-221-8664 or email Lovendance@hot-
mail.com

FIRST CHURCH OF MONSON invites all inter-
ested singers in the area to attend rehearsals for a Taize
service. These will be held in the Julia Sprague Chapel
at First Church on April 10, 17, and 24 under the direc-
tion of Kiel Krommer, Director of Music Ministries at
First Church. To register, email pmatrow @icloud.com .
Include your name, phone, and email. The Taize service
will be held at First Church at 7 p.m. on Sunday, April
28 and is free and open to the public.

PALMER RECREATION AND VETERANS

SERVICES OFFICE PRESENT A FABULOUS 50°S
SOCK HOP. The event will be held at the Amvets Post
74,2150 Main St., Three Rivers on April 12,2024 from
5 - 9 p.m. Trivia, dancing, costume contest, hula hoop-
ing and prizes. Food & drink will be available for pur-
chase. Free admission for the event, monetary donations
will be accepted to support Wreaths Across America a
non-profit organization that honors our fallen veterans.

THE PIONEER VALLEY QUILT GUILD will be
presenting their “Up, Up and Away” quilt show Satur-
day, May 4, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sunday, May
5, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The show will be held at
the Elks #61 Lodge at 440 Tiffany St., Springfield, MA
and is handicapped accessible. In addition to beautiful
quilts and an 8 quilted balloon on display, there will be
vendors, an appraiser, raffle baskets, a raffle quilt, and
a food vendor. We will also be selling handmade items
from our members at our PVQG Boutique. Admission
is $10. Groups of 10 or more can receive a discount by
asking for Janet Foy upon arrival. Please come and join
for a day or two of fun.

TICKETS FOR THE 25TH ANNUAL SECOND
CHANCE DINNER AUCTION are now available for
purchase. This significant fundraising event marks the
kickoff of Second Chance’s yearlong 25th-anniversary
celebration, promising an evening of philanthropy and
joy to benefit homeless shelter pets in need of veteri-
nary care. The event is scheduled for Saturday, March
23, at the La Salle Reception Center in Southbridge. For
individuals interested in sponsoring, donating items, or
attending the event, complete information and tickets
can be found at http://www.secondchanceanimals.org/

dinner-auction.
ONGOING

THE SWIFT RIVER SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, 350
Cold Spring Road, is announcing their FRIDAY FISH
FRY is returning on Fridays, starting Feb. 16 and run-
ning through April 5. Prices range from $14 for fish and
chips to $18 for a fish, shrimp and chip combo. Clam
Chowder will also be available. Come out and enjoy

LET’S GO OUT!

LIVE MUSIC

Friday, 3.29 « Livio Gravini
Saturday, 3.30 « Luther
Friday, 4.5 « Floyd Patterson
Saturday, 4.6
« Peter Newland

(of FAT)

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham
Reservations Recommended 413.271.1208

A

!

A

Soul of Italy

Dinner Specials

Experience the

with the freshest
ingredients,
traditional recipes,
homemade pasta
and desserts.

Try one of our
“Dine In” Specials!

Gourmet Pizzas e Grinders
Giant Calzones e Salads
Seafood e Wings ¢ Pasta

Your Local Favorite Restaurants

CALL TODAY!
413-566-8015

comE DINE | GIO’S LOUNGE

WITH us Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails
’ Extended Hours for Lounge
II.I:]I lfl\llgEs' Keno & Lottery Available

TRY OUR
NEW
SPECIALTY
DRINKS
FOR SPRING!

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

LIVE MUSIG!

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm L7y Fmday 9 Allen St.,
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm « Sun. 12-8pm and Saturday P
Ask About

Our Customer
Loyalty Program!

SPRING IS HERE!

Try Our New Spring
Cocktails & Martinis

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 11:30-2:30

(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)

Featuring Our Build Your Own
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

Ja

Thursday 3/28 M
?

Frank Serafino
with fy;

Friday 3/29
Floyd Patterson
Saturday 3/0 d’QW&ZO/
Andy Cavanaugh

SERVING
LEOINGH
Thursday - Sunday
11:30

15 PRIME RIB 3 COURSE MEAL $25
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

$17 STEAK N' BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY

Dine In Only e While Supplies Last

2341 Boston Rd.. (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

A413.2'¢9.2020

route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM ¢ THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM
SUN. 11:30AM-8PM ¢ CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!
Hampden Mini Mall
Open 5 Days www.giospizzeria.com |

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY

Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

Spring is Here!

BOOK YOUR

NEXT SPECIAL FUNCTION

WITH US!

Showers, Christenings,
First Communions,
Rehearsal Dinners,

Weddings, etc.

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS ¢ BAR OPEN LATE!

one of the best fish dinners in the area with generous
portions. For more information, please call the club at
413-323-9387.

INTERESTS

PIONEER VALLEY QUILTERS Guild meets
at the Elks Lodge #61 at 440 Tiffany St., Springfield.
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. and all are welcome. The mission of the
guild is two-fold: to share the joy of quilting with others
and to work for the betterment of the community. Mon-
ies raised (as in the biannual quilt show) support vari-
ous workshops and speakers for the meetings, as well
as allow the guild to buy materials that are then used
to create donated items. The guild has donated quilts,
baby bibs, cardiac pillows, and Christmas stockings for
veterans to a variety of community agencies, including
but not limited to the Springfield Rescue Mission and
the Gray House.

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at the
Holland Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn
or practice different crafts. There are new crafts every
Wednesday. For more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35
Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails are open daily until
dusk for hiking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.
Trail maps can be found in the parking lot. The Phillips
Sculpture Garden is open year-round (handouts in box
on one of the signposts). For more information call 413-
267-4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or
visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Mem-
bers meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of
the month in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three
Rivers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with varying
degrees of accomplishments, from novice to Big E
“Best In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a year. For more
information, contact Barbara Beauliecu at 267-4044 or
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on
Facebook for more.

BINGO IS BACK at Amvets Post 74, 2150 Main
St., Three Rivers, on Mondays. The kitchen opens at
4:30 p.m. Early Bird starts at 6:25 p.m. Call the Post at
413-283-4518 for further information.

FARMER’S MARKETS: The Brimfield Farmers
Market at Hitchcock Academy is a fun place to find
cool, unique products, plants and seasonal produce ev-
ery Saturday while you meet your neighbors and sup-
port Hitchcock and local businesses. The market starts
on April 13, and runs from 9 am. - 1 p.m.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-
8:30 p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club,
7 Bliss St, Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include
absolute beginners and beginners, and participants get
to dance to all types of music. $10 per class. Please
wear comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday
of every month at Top Floor Learning (third floor of
the Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open
to the public. Play available board and card games or
bring your own. Must be 16 or older unless accompa-
nied by an adult. No Registration Required — just show
up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WIN-
TER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday.
The center is located on Rt 116, at the center of the
Holyoke Range State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will
be available for visitors. Coming in January, programs
will also be offered to highlight the Range’s special na-
ture in winter, see the park web site for details.

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night at Memori-
al Hall with Randy Emerson. Free, no registration. Pre-
sented by Monson Parks & Rec and the Monson Free
Library,

OPRO to host
concert in April

WILBRAHAM— The Old Post Road Orchestra
will perform on Friday, April 5, 7:30 p.m., at Min-
nechaug Regional High School.

The spring concert, titled Bohemian Landscapes,
will include selections from Strauss, Sibelius, Smetana,
and Mahler.

This concert is sponsored in part by a grant from
the Wilbraham Cultural Council, a local agency, which
is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agen-
cy and the generous donations of the audiences and pro-
gram book advertisers.

Vendors wanted

FAMILY STYLE MEALS

Serves up to 6 people ¢ Visit Our Website For Menus
JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

', ) LIVE MuUSsIC!!!
Every Friday & Saturday e Visit Facebook For Lineup

for Relay for Life
craft/vendor fair

BELCHERTOWN - Crafters and vendors are
sought for the American Cancer Society, Quaboag Re-
lay for Life’s 3rd Annual Spring Craft/Vendor Fair to
be held on Saturday, June 8 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on the
Common, Routes 9 and 202.

All proceeds from the fair will benefit the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, Relay for Life.

For crafter/vendor selling information, please con-
tact Vicki McAndrew by email at sv_jewelry @charter.
net.



