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CONSERVATION

Commision

looks back
on MACC
conference

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - At last
week’s Conservation Com-
mission, the commissioners
discussed upcoming plans for
Earth Day, talked about the
recent conference, and wel-
comed a new commissioner.

The March 4 meeting be-
gan with Chair Donald Blais
welcoming the commission’s
newest member, Courtney
Guidry.

“I moved to Palmer last
April, and I’'m looking for-
ward to being here,” Guidry
said. “I have a background
in environmental geoscienc-
es, and currently, I also work
full-time in the town of West
Springfield as a GIS admin-
istrator. I'm hoping to bring
in some of my environmental
background and experience
and be able to do some good
conservation work.”

Blais said that he had an
opportunity to get to know
Guidry at the Massachusetts
Association of Conservation
Commissions, and said he
was “very excited that you
want to do your part here with
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American Legion Post Commander Carl Santos filling up his

truck with wreaths. More photos on page 8.

MONSON—Last Sat-
urday, a crew of volunteers
removed the 1,025 wreaths
placed at Veteran headstones
in the Monson cemeteries.

“The volunteers came
out and help fulfill our mis-

sion this year. We are grate-
ful for their dedication” said
Karen Davis of the Monson
Patriotic Committee. “This
year is only our second year
for participation in Wreaths
Across America and we

Turley staff photos

Heather Wilson and Rita Campbell helping with the removal.

placed 1,025 wreaths. We
are grateful to our commu-
nity for their support of this
program as well as the sup-
port for the men and women
who served our community
and Country.”

Davis said there will be
future events throughout the
upcoming year to help raise
funds to support the Mon-
son Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca program.

MONSON

Admin.
does not
have undue
access to
town emails

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - At this
week’s Select Board meet-
ing, members read a memo
from Town Counsel to dispel
rumors of the Town Admin-
istrator having undue access
to emails sent amongst town
employees and departments.

The March 11 meet-
ing began with the Select
Board voting to appoint Bob
Norman as Alternate Septic
Inspector at the recommen-
dation of the Health Depart-
ment. The board also voted to
ratify the appointment of Paul
Morrissey as Alternate Ani-
mal Inspector.

Email Access

The board then addressed
a memo from Town Counsel
regarding the Town Admin-
istrator’s email access. Se-
lect Board Vice Chair Peter
Warren said that this was
to address insinuations of
“wrong-doing,” leading to
Town Counsel being hired to
look into it.

“This is in regard to
something that was at the
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SCHOOLS

Dugre recognized as OMPs
Teacher of the Month

PALMER - This month,
Old Mill Pond School has
recognized Ali Dugre as
Teacher of the Month.

Ali Dugre has been in
the district for nine years.
She lives in Ware with her
husband, two children and
one cat.

Dugre received her
Bachelor’s Degree from
Westfield State Universi-
ty and her Master’s from
Walden University. She en-
joys crafting, reading, and
exercising in her free time.

Dugre is a Special Edu-
cation Liaison for Grade 2,
and is involved in many oth-
er extra curricular activities
at Old Mill Pond. Dugre is a
member of the Positive Be-
havioral Interventions and
Supports Team and Girls
on the Run. Principal Hol-
ly-Beth Riopel said that Du-

||04879 13180|

Quaboag
Hill

8

£

Delicious Snack Platters, Bingo Dauber & Bonus Raffle Tix

Must be at least 18 years old to register/play

Ali Dugre
gre loves starting clubs and
hosting activities that the
staff can enjoy, such as Soup
and Salad Club.

When asked, “What is
your favorite part of OMP?”
Dugre replied, “Even on
a bad day, you can always

have a laugh.”
ked about
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MONSON
Town
seeks vote
to replace
bridge

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

MONSON - At this
week’s Select Board meet-
ing, town officials discussed
the creation of a new road
connecting Bunyan Road to
Palmer Road in order to ad-
dress the ongoing problems
with the temporary bridge on
Bunyan Road.

At the March 11 meet-
ing, members of the public
expressed confusion at work
being done on or around
their property in the area of
Bunyan Road, where a tem-
porary bridge had been con-
structed since 2007. Highway
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COMMUNITY

Cub Scouts recognized with

Religious Emblem Award

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - On Feb.
23, UCC Church shared its
church services with the local
Scouts from BSA 5164 and
Cub Scouts Pack 164.

During the service, the
children handed out pro-
grams, read from the Bible,
collected the offerings, and
held letters that shared the
message of family and scout-
ing.

Reverend James Lums-
den also took part in handing
the Religious Emblem Award
to Scout Jayden Riopel, who
received it along with his par-
ents.

Blue and Gold Banquets
are a tradition in Cub Scout
packs to celebrate the anni-
versary of the founding of
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FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2025

6 PM DOORS OPEN/6:30 P.M. GAMES

AMVETS POST 74 ~ THREE RIVERS

SCAN QR CODE OR VISIT QHMA.COM TO REGISTER

Submitted photos
Jayden Riopel spoke from the podium during the Blue and
Gold ceremony.
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Local artist to share artwork at Museum

MONSON—Sometimes
you have to take a chance to
find success.

Local artist and President
of the Monson Arts Council,
Alan Morin, took a chance
recently and entered one of
his paintings in a large city
art show in Worcester. Over
150 artists entered pieces in
the current show, and at the
opening event 10 pieces were
selected to be featured in a
special museum exhibition.

The success came this
past week when the orga-
nizers of ArtsWorcester an-
nounced Morin’s name, along
with nine other entrants, as
one of those who would be
exhibited this summer at the
Fitchburg Art Museum.

The Fitchburg Art Mu-
seum’s curatorial staff se-
lected the ten works from
the Monochrome Exhibition
at ArtsWorcester to be ex-
hibited at the Museum’s 185

Submitted photo
Alan Morin with his painting “Earthquake in Death Valley” at
the ArtsWorcester Gallery.

Color is an essential el-
ement of visual art and com-
municates emotions, attracts
attention, and references cul-
ture. Artist members were

Elm Street location alongside
works from its permanent col-
lection. The selections were
announced at the public re-
ception for Monochrome on

Friday, March 7th.

asked to delve deeply into

the dominant color of their
choice, and respond to one or
more of ten artworks on loan
from the Fitchburg Art Muse-
um. This year’s loan features
artworks that each utilize a
limited color palette, or are
dominated by a single color.

The Monochrome Ex-
hibition is on view at Arts-
Worcester gallery at 44 Port-
land Street, Worcester from
March 6 through April 13,
2025. Dates have not yet been
announced for the summer
exhibit at Fitchburg Art Mu-
seum.

Alan is a self-taught art-
ist who has been actively pur-
suing his artistic endeavors
since retiring from Monson
High School in June of 2022,
where he was the school’s Li-
brarian and taught History. He
has been active in the Monson
Arts Council for more than a
decade and has been its Presi-
dent for over a year.

Friday night rocks at
PHCC in Three Rivers

PALMER—Torie Jock
& Damage Control will be
hosting FRIDAY NIGHT
ROCKS! A rock band series
occurring every other Fri-
day at PHCC.

Bring your own bever-
ages and ID’s are required,
there is a $10 entry fee.

Bands for March 14 are
The Blares and TueTews-
day, the special guest is Jo-
nas Cain.

Email toriejockmu-
sic@gmail.com for more

info and for band booking.

“The Blares” are play-
ing opening night at Friday
Night Rocks at the Palmer
Historical Cultural Center.
A band composed of young
adults and teenagers some
being PHS alumni and one
of the band mates currently
attends PHS.

We cover artists like
Weezer, Jeff Buckley, The
Backseat Lovers, etc... Tu-
eTewsday is a local punk
rock band.

CeAe

Bay Road & Rt.
413.323.6175
www.roadhouse.cafe.net

ROADHOUS

R E;

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Enjoy your old favorites with
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

9, Belchertown

Monson nomination
papers available

MONSON—The Mon-
son Town Clerk’s Office
announces that nomination
papers are now available for
any voter wishing to be on the
ballot for the Annual Town
Election on June 10, 2025.

Nomination papers may
be obtained in the Town
Clerk’s office located at 110
Main St. Office hours are
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
& Friday 8 am. to 4 p.m.,
Wednesdays closed to public
but available by phone for
pick up. Call the office at 413-
267-4115

The deadline for ob-

taining nomination papers is
Tuesday, April 22, 2025.

The following slate of of-
fices will appear on the ballot
(1 SEAT):

The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline

for public submissions to Mondays. To get your
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting,
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Select Board
3 Years
Moderator
3 Years
Board Of Assessors
3 Years
Water/Sewer Commission
3 Years
Cemetery Commission
3 Years
Parks &
Recreation Commission
3 Years
School Committee
3 Years (2 Seats)
Housing Authority
5 Years

Questions may be di-
rected to the Clerk’s office at
413-267-4115. All elections
will take place at Memorial
Hall located at 198 Main St.,
Monson from 8 a.m. to § p.m.

<2

173 years.

175 gifts.

For our 175th year, we're giving back to the community that got us here. We've

always had a heart for investing in our community, but our 175th anniversary
called for something special. Throughout the year, we’ll be giving 175 gifts to
community members, nonprofits, charities, and local folks in need. Consider it

a celebration of appreciation.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

Member FDIC | Member DIF

micountrybank

Made to make a difference.

PHS Class of 1975
reunion planning

PALMER—Hey 1975
PHS classmates! It’s time
to reconnect reminisce
and make new memories.

Come catch up with
old friends, share stories
and celebrate the journey
we’ve all been on since
graduation.

We are planning a fall
reunion. The venue is yet
to be determined accord-
ing to response.

Email Cindy at: CCo-
Iburn172 @comcast.net or
visit our Facebook page
at: Palmer High Class of
75 Reunion Page

Public invited to OLT
annual meeting breakfast

PALMER—Do you
enjoy hiking, hunting, fish-
ing, or other outdoor recre-
ation? Are you interested in
protecting local land, water,
and wildlife? Are you cu-
rious about Opacum Land
Trust, land conservation, or
how you could get involved?
Join Opacum Land Trust for
our 25th Anniversary Annu-
al Meeting Breakfast — All
are welcome to this free
event! The breakfast will be
held on Saturday, March 15
at Pathfinder High School,
Panek St, Palmer, MA from
10 a.m. to noon. At noon,
Opacum Directors Glenn
Colburn and Toni Uliana
will lead an optional walk at
the Stephen and June Sko-
rupski Woodland Preserve
on Silver Street in Monson.

Come for the delicious
breakfast and stay for the
celebration as Opacum
Land Trust commemorates
a quarter century of local
land conservation. Reflect

on 25 years of protecting
the land, water, and wildlife
of south-central Massachu-
setts and learn more about
Opacum Land Trust’s plans
for 2025 and beyond.

REMEMBER TO
RSVP - Please RSVP by
March 6. You can RSVP
on our website at https://
www.opacumlt.org/events/
annual-meeting-breakfast/,
by scanning the QR code
below or call the Opacum
Land Trust office at (508)
347-9144.

About Opacum Land
Trust:

Opacum Land Trust is
a regional, non-profit land
conservation  organization
that protects land, water,
and wildlife for current and
future generations. Founded
in 2000, Opacum currently
protects over 4,050 acres of
land and is actively working
to protect more land across
south-central ~ Massachu-
setts.

Preschool and
Kindergarten screenings

MONSON—Preschool and

Kindergarten  screenings

Monson residents will be the
week of March 24-28. For pre-
school a child must be 3 by Sept.
1, 2025, for kindergarten a child

must be 5 by Sept. 1, 2025.

You can use this QR code to
sign up for an appointment or call

413-267-4160.

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

STIHL ®Husqvarna \%
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE e

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027
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Consulting all Matters

Art Ferrara
(413) 348-5827
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Shed,, Pool. &
HHot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Soluions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Sonthun ”S’k

" Jervaib
( 774>597 6500

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.
This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

for

Corrections

The Journal Register will glad-
ly correct factual errors that appear
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page
2 or 3. To request a correction, send
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393,
extension 236. Corrections may also
be requested in writing at: Journal
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA, 01069.

PHONE
413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

Staff Writer
Marcello Gusmao
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($40 out of state)
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The Journal Register is published by
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Palmer nomination
papers available

PALMER—The Town
Clerk of Palmer will have
nomination papers ready for
pickup the week of March
10th. The available seats on
the June 10, 2025 town elec-
tion are as follows.

Councilor at Large
3 year term
District #4
Three Rivers Councilor
3 year term

Planning Board
3 year term (2 seats)
School Committee
3 year term. (2 seats)

If you have any ques-
tions regarding filing re-
quirements on above seats
please reach out to the Palm-
er Town Clerk’s office.

QHMA invites public to
Bingo Night fundraiser

PALMER - The Quabo-
ag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce, the non-profit organi-
zation that promotes business
and development within sur-
rounding communities of
Hampden, Hampshire, and
Worcester counties, has an-
nounced its Handbag & Hand
Tool Bingo Night fundraiser.

The event will take
place on Friday, March 21 at
AMVETS Post 74 in Three
Rivers. The Chamber will

The Journal Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

produce 10 exciting bingo
rounds, each with a grand
prize featuring one of seven
designer handbags or one of
three premium tools up for
grabs.

Tickets can be pur-
chased on QHMA . .com. The
registration fee is $40 per
person and includes 10 bin-
go cards, bingo dauber, de-
licious snack platters, bonus
raffle ticket and a cash bar.

Proceeds from the bin-

go event will benefit the
Quaboag Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce and its
on-going mission to assist
its more than two-hun-
dred member businesses
succeed and grow with
programs and initiatives
throughout the year.

DUGRE 1 from page 1

her future goals or dreams,
Dugre said she would love
to go back to school one
day and get a special de-
gree or license.

“Ali would love to go
back to school one day
to get a special degree,”
Riopel said. “Maybe as
a Teacher of the Visually
Impaired or as a specialist
in an intervention setting.”

Riopel said, “Mrs.
Dugre was chosen for
Teacher of the Month be-
cause of her calm, con-
stant work ethic at Old
Mill Pond. Mrs. Dugre
is always advocating and
working to help students.
She goes above and be-
yond, often using her time
to make the school a better
place.”

Monson High School Grinspoon award
winner Georgia Perreault celebrated

MONSON—Principal
Christopher Fontaine and
Superintendent Roland Joyal
along with members of the
Monson High School Ad-
ministrative team surprised
Monson High School teacher,
Georgia Perreault with this
years Grinspoon Pioneer Val-
ley Excellence in Teaching
Award on Wednesday, Feb.
26. She was also surprised by
her friends and family so that
they could share this momen-
tous occasion with her.

In order to be selected
by the district, teachers must
be nominated by their peers
for demonstrating exempla-
ry teaching practices, hav-
ing a strong impact on their
students and inspiring and
motivating others. Ms. Per-

rault not only is an outstand-
ing Health Educator, but also
advises the Monson High
School class of 2026.

Nominating Teacher Eric
Degnan said “Georgia, yet
only in her third year at MHS,
has clearly made a profound
impact to both her students
as well as the entire student
body. She is an exemplary
classroom teacher who has
earned the respect of her stu-
dents while making positive
healthy decisions for her stu-
dents.”

A parent of a Monson
High School Junior said
“She’s far more than just a
teacher. Ms. P. shows up in
every sense of the word. I see
her at many athletic games
(both boys and girls), school

Georgia Perreault was surprised by family and friends who
were in attendance when she was presented with her award.

Monson High School teacher, Georgia Perreault, this years Grin-
spoon Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching Award winner.

events, and many functions,
from the NHS induction to
the little moments in between.
She engages with each and
every student she meets, and
it’s not just a passing hello or
a quick smile.”

Ms. Perreault will be cele-
brated at a banquet which will
be held at the Log Cabin on
May 7th. In addition, she will
receive $250 scholarships and
tuition incentives for graduate

courses among other benefits
and gifts. The Excellence in
Teaching Awards program is
made possible by the Harold
Grinspoon Charitable Foun-
dation in partnership with the
Irene E. & George A. Davis
Foundation, and is supported
by the American International
College, Arrha Credit Union,
Country Bank, and Meyers
Brothers Kalicka.

Principal Christopher Fontaine and Superintendent Roland Joy-
al stand with Georgia Perreault as she is recognized.

Brimfield presents 1]

BRIMFIELD—Join
Ronny Leblanc, globally rec-
ognized figure in the world
of paranormal, Bigfoot and
UFOs will present “The UFO
Phenomenon” at the Brim-
field Senior Center at 10:30
a.m. on Friday, March 14.

Ronny stars in Travel
Channel’s Hit Series Expe-
dition Bigfoot on the Travel
Channel, Discovery, and War-
ner Bros Discovery. He also
stars in Paranormal Caught
On Camera.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON

R

S ERVICE

Ronny is an indepen-
dent researcher, screenwriter
and author of the critically
acclaimed and best-selling
book Monsterland: Encoun-
ters with UFOs, Bigfoot and
Orange Orbs which details
the history and connection
between the various phe-
nomena, highlighting his ex-
perience and a research area
called Monsterland in Central
Massachusetts. Ronny was
the first person ever to cast a
Bigfoot print in the Leomin-

HANNOUS

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

704 Memorial Dr.,

10%

Extra Cash

ster State Forest in the sum-
mer of 2010. He is a regular
speaker at the Exeter UFO
Festival, New England UFO
Conference and ParaFest.

Learn about the history
of UFO sightings in Massa-
chusetts & Bigfoot sightings
that continue to this day in
and around Leominster State
Forest.

What Ronny suggests...
is controversial. What if all
these phenomena are con-
nected?? What if it has some-

Chicopee :.

£

HWEB

he UFO Phenomenon’

thing to do with the area itself
and its history? People have
heard about the Bridgewa-
ter Triangle of Southeastern
Mass.

Learn about this strange
place within Central Massa-
chusetts from someone that
believes that there is more
than meets the eye.

A light lunch will be
served immediately after the
program.
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HARDWICK CROSSING

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB

Function

Available

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

Monday - 6:30 p.m.

[riiie 1o TRIVIA NIGHT
very Thursday;,

Friday & Saturday Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
Online Ordering Available MUSIC BINGO

Upcoming
March 25 & April 8
SIP AND PAINT

Starting at 6:30 p.m.
Visit Our Website For More Details

BOOK
YOUR
EVENT

774-757-8907  Pro Shop 774-261-2634  WITHUS!
4
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF '

Ei Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram (@)
Golf Course

Opens In April

St. Patrick’s Day Specials
Check Our Facebook or Website

KENO

See Website
for More
Information
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

Watte’s

By Russell Gloor

Did we make a mistake
starting my wife’s
Social Security now?

Dear Rusty:

I hope we haven’t
made a mistake.

My wife just applied
for her Social Security
benefit. She was born in
May 1962 and the estimat-
ed amount of her benefit
is $1,280 per month. Her
work income last year was
$5,616; however, mine was
about $65,000. I do not
plan on taking my benefit
until the age of 70 in July
of 2027.

My worry now is
about the penalty for earn-
ing too much. We figured
that since her income was
so low, we wouldn’t have
to worry about that pen-
alty, so we signed her up,
and then it hit me: what if
they look at my income,
especially since our tax
return is filed as Married
Filing Jointly. Do we have
a problem, or are they just
going to look at her in-
come to determine if there
is a penalty? I hope I hav-
en’t messed this up. Also,
I think I read that any
penalty you are assessed
for earning too much is
returned to you once you
reach Full Retirement Age;
is that true?

Signed: Uncomfortable
Senior Citizen

Dear Uncomfortable
Senior:

First, let me ease your
anxiety — you haven’t
“messed this up.” While
it’s true that your income
will be included when the
IRS determines how much
of your wife’s Social Se-
curity benefits are taxable,
changing your IRS filing
status is usually not wise.
However, considering your
combined income and
your “married/jointly” IRS
filing status, up to 85% of
the SS benefits your wife
receives during the tax
year will be included as
part of your overall taxable
income as a married cou-
ple. Your wife’s monthly
SS benefit is about $1,280,
so about $13,000 annually
will be included in your
Adjusted Gross Income
when you file your tax-
es. You can have income
tax withheld from your
wife’s SS benefit by filing
IRS Form W-4V at your
local SS office (you can
have 7%, 10%, 12% or
22% withheld). Note your
wife’s tax obligation for
this year will be less be-
cause she will not get SS
benefits for all of 2025.

The other thing you
are concerned about is
whether your income will
be counted when deter-
mining if your wife will be
subject to Social Security’s
“Annual Earnings Test”
and the answer to that is
“no.” At her current earn-
ings level (about $5,600),
your wife is well below
the annual earnings lim-
it ($23,400 for 2025) for
those collecting early So-

cial Security benefits. So,
the AET will not apply and
will not reduce your wife’s
monthly Social Security
benefit. FYI, if her earn-
ings did exceed the annu-
al earnings limit, it is true
that some of the resulting
penalty would be recov-
ered after she reaches her
full FRA of 67.

Note the distinction
between “taxation of SS
benefits” and the “annu-
al earnings test” for those
collecting early benefits.
Taxation of benefits is al-
ways based on your joint
income when filing mar-
ried/jointly, but the Annual
Earnings Test looks only at
your wife’s personal work
earnings until she reaches
her FRA.

As T expect you al-
ready know, by claim-
ing now (at age 62 plus),
your wife’s monthly SS
retirement benefit will be
permanently reduced (by
about 26%). Until you lat-
er claim your SS benefit,
your wife will receive her
reduced personal SS retire-
ment amount. But, when
you claim, her benefit
amount will be reassessed
to see if she is also entitled
to an incremental amount
as your wife. If her SS en-
titlement at her FRA (even
though she claimed at 62+)
is less than 50% of your
FRA entitlement, then
her benefit will increase.
However, she will not get
the full 50% of your FRA
entitlement because she
claimed her own SS re-
tirement benefit before
her FRA (more likely, she
will get about 34% of your
FRA entitlement).

In the end, you really
did not make a mistake by
filing for your wife’s So-
cial Security to start now.
By the time you personally
apply at age 70, your wife
will have collected about
$46,000 in Social Security
benefits which, I'm sure,
will be helpful. And only
arelatively modest amount
of income tax will be paid
on her Social Security ben-
efits.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional  Social  Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.
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Letter to the Editor

Help me save Aidas food truck

To the editor,

Aida Torres of Thornd-
ike, better known as the Food
Truck Lady, has delivered
tens of thousands of pounds
of free food to our communi-
ties since 2021. Although not
affiliated with any regional
food center or food share or-
ganization, Aida has consis-
tently brought food to Palmer,
Ware and Monson for her fol-
lowers on Facebook.

Initially renting U-hauls
with donations, this changed
a year ago with a fund rais-
ing effort that raised $5000

towards purchasing a 24-year
old truck.

Howeyver, this truck last-
ed only a year and although
it consistently delivered free
food to all, it’s back to renting
U-Hauls. Unfortunately, the
rental cost has increased by
30% since February.

With the help of Monson
Savings Bank a new cam-
paign has been created for a
proper truck with a lift gate
and refrigeration. This truck
is expected to cost between
$15000 and $25000.

The first donations began
rolling in on February 13 with

ACCORPING TO CAR

" THEY HoLD
Morg 6oLl

RePUIZ SHoPS! J

$1820 collected so far.

Please help keep this
valuable resource for our
communities alive.

Promotional materials,
window displays and how to
support information will be-
gin appearing in prominent
locations.

Donations can also be
made in person at Monson
Savings Bank, using the name
of Food Truck or online using
Venmo.

Robert Ainsworth
Monson, MA

Sweet potatoes get my vote

My dad was a “meat
and potatoes” kind of guy.
Mashed, baked or fried, pota-
toes were his thing.

Growing up, we usual-
ly had potatoes most nights
for dinner. Since I have been
an adult, I don’t eat potatoes
very often at all.

I often wonder
if that particular Irish
gene missed a gener-
ation, since 1 prefer
the sweet potato over
the regular potato any
day of the week. Read
on to learn all about
this nutritional power-
house.

According to
www.nutritiondata.
com, sweet potatoes
are “low in sodium, and very
low in saturated fat and cho-
lesterol. They are also a good
source of dietary fiber, vita-
min B6 and potassium, and a
very good source of vitamin
A, vitamin C and manga-
nese.”

If these facts aren’t rea-
son enough to try adding this
veggie to your garden this
growing season, delight in the
fact that it is also a very pretty
vine!

In fact, once I grew
“sweet potato vine” in the
planter boxes at Old Stur-
bridge Village. I didn’t know
at the time that the variety I
was growing also produced
bountiful tubers. It was one
of those obvious things that I
just didn’t put together.

It’s kind of funny that
when [ attempted to grow
them on purpose at home,
they were an utter failure. By
the time I peeled the thumb-
size roots, there was literally
nothing left to eat.

It is time for a refresher
on sweet potato culture.

Sweet potatoes require a
long growing season — some-

where between 90-150 days.
The tender shoots are cold
sensitive, and must be planted
into the ground after all dan-
ger of frost has passed. In our
area we use Memorial Day as
our “frost-free date.”

Then, the edible root, aka

"the
anden.

by

the sweet potato, must be har-
vested before the first frost of
fall. By my records, the first
frost usually occurs in early to
mid-October.

This equates to 100 days
bare minimum of growing
time.

You can purchase plants
through the mail or try sprout-
ing your own from sweet po-
tatoes purchased from the
grocery store.

Dick Raymond, author of
my favorite gardening book
of all time, “Garden Way’s
Joy of Gardening” (Storey
Publishing $24.95) has some
great tips for doing this: Sev-
en or eight weeks prior to
Memorial Day, simply cut the
spuds in half lengthwise and
lay them down in moist peat
moss in a shallow tray. Cover
with plastic wrap and place in
a sunny window until sprout-
ing occurs.

Slips should be separated
and planted about six inches
deep, twelve to fifteen inches
apart from one another.

He advises to water well
for the first two weeks; after
that sweet potato plants are

reportedly somewhat drought
tolerant. When fertilizing,
choose a formulation that is
a bit lower in nitrogen, oth-
erwise you will have lots of
vines at the expense of sweet
potatoes.

Dig up your bounty on a
dry day, being extra
careful not to damage
the skin. Don’t leave
them exposed to the
sun for more than an
hour and don’t wash
them either.

Picky,
they?

Fresh sweet po-
tatoes aren’t all that
sweet — a curing pe-
riod of two weeks in
the dark at 70-80 and
at high humidity will bring
out the great flavor we are ac-
customed to. Long-term stor-
age should be at temperatures
around 60 degrees.

To make sweet potato
fries simply cut the root into
thick wedges then toss them
with seasoned olive oil (or a
favorite salad dressing). Bake
on a cookie sheet at 350 de-
grees for one hour, flipping
occasionally. Some ketchup
as a dip may help reluctant
kids to give the “funny orange
French fries” a try.

My dad is probably look-
ing down and wishing I did an
article on good, old fashioned
russets. Sorry, Dad, but Hap-
py St. Patrick’s Day anyway!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.
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I received an email from a
Worthington resident, who re-
ported the one male “red bird” in
his yard all winter.

He said, “I feel like I know
him and throw seeds to a special
place he likes. His habit of show-
ing up in the dim light of dusk

Male and female cardinal
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beak. The female is grayish
brown above with buffy color be-
low. Her beak is reddish and she
has dark around her bill, but not

black as the male.
Both sexes have crests and

are 8 2 inches long. Although
the Worthington resident said
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and dawn almost makes him
shine. He’s real quiet right now,
but I really look forward to hear-
ing him as it warms up.”

the cardinal was quiet now, soon
he will sing a series of clear re-

cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

The red bird is also known
as the northern cardinal. The
male cardinal is bright red with
black around the base of its red
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Monson Athletic Hall of Fame request for nominations

MONSON—We are ex-
cited to announce the 12th
Hall of Fame quest for In-
ductees. The Banquet will
be held in the Fall of 2025.
Nominations are due by May
3, 2025.

The Monson Athlet-
ic Hall of Fame was created
with the following Rationale:

To preserve the history
of and the great athletic tradi-
tions of Monson High School.

To recognize and ac-
knowledge former athletes,

teams, coaches and others
associated with Monson High
School Athletic programs
that have distinguished them-
selves, either by virtue of
their performance or by mer-
itorious effort on behalf of
athletics.

Nomination forms for
an individual athlete, athletic
staff, faculty and other and the
nomination form for a team
can be found at Monson High
School, by visiting: https:/
sites.google.com/view/mon-

sonathletichalloffame/nom-
ination-info
a google account to access
these forms. Submit all forms
via mail to: James Duggan,
5 Wayne Road, Monson MA
01057 or email to: jamesdug-
gan@comcast.net.
also email James to request
the form emailed to you.

You will need

You can

Criteria-Athlete:
1. A graduate of Monson

(Jr.-Sr.) High School who has
been out of school for a mini-

mum of 5 years.

2. Candidates may be liv-
ing or deceased.

3. The Athlete must have
participated for at least two
years in a Monson Varsity
program.

4. A candidate must re-
ceive a majority vote of the
selection committee.

Criteria-Athletic staff,
faculty:
1. A member of the staff
or faculty at Monson High

School.

2. A member of the staff
or faculty must have made a
significant impact or contri-
bution to Monson Athletics.

3. A candidate must re-
ceive a majority vote of the
selection committee.

Criteria-Team:
1. Team that has prov-
en itself with outstanding

accomplishments, such as
winning a Championship in
league, sectional, state or

state runner-up competitions.

2. Team that distinguish-
es itself from other Monson
High School Teams.

Criteria-Other:

1. An individual or group
who has made outstanding
contributions to Monson High
School Athletics in some
capacity other than Athlete,
Coach, Athletic staff/faculty,
or Team, including such areas
as Boosters and sports media.
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peated whistles that vary
and sound like “whoit whoit
whoit, cheer, cheer, cheer.”
The call is a metallic “chip.”
Both male and female sing.

The female cardinal lays
two to five buff white eggs
with dark marks in a nest
of twigs, bark strips, vines,
leaves, rootlets and paper
lined with fine grass and hair.
They build their nest in dense
shrubbery or among branches
of small trees.

Bird watchers may wit-
ness mate feeding, a common
ritual between a breeding pair.
The male picks up a seed and
brings it to the female. They
touch beaks and his mate
takes the offered seed. Mate
feeding continues through
egg laying and incubation.

Cardinals come to feed-
ers. They feed either on the
ground and come to platform
style feeders. They prefer
sunflower seeds, safflower
seeds and cracked corn.

Tuesday morning I saw
a female cardinal in a lilac
bush. I love to see the male
cardinal perched on a snow
covered branch or ground
especially after newly fallen
snow. I have a pair of cardi-
nals, which I usually see early
in the morning or at dusk.

Red-winged blackbirds

The Worthington resident
saw a red-winged blackbird at
his feeder and heard them on
snow shoe recent hike by a
beaver pond. He said, “They
don’t sound very confident
and I wonder what they find
down there with the pond to-
tally frozen and the cattails
denuded by the wind.” He
said, “The arrival of redwings
is exciting for me, as I con-
sider them our first migratory
returns.”

Bald eagle

In his email, the same
resident wrote about seeing
a bald eagle. He said, “Two
weeks ago driving along the
East Branch in Cummington,
I saw an eagle lite in a dead
tree, break off a small branch
and fly off, hopefully to a new
or repaired nest. It sure didn’t
feel like spring then and even
today [written March3] I had
zero degrees this morning.”
He also reports pretty good

Our driveway was cleared on
Sunday evening and subse-
quently turned into a skating
rink. Fortunately I had lots of
sand and rock salt and a lit-
tle calcium chloride on hand.
Using all of that, I was able
to get our cars up and out of
the driveway. Of course I had
to get the frozen garage doors
unstuck before I could get the
cars out of the garage.”

He took part in the Great
Backyard Bird Count of Sat-
urday and Sunday. He said,
“I had nine species Saturday,
things got a little more inter-
esting on Sunday when there
were 15 species seen includ-
ing an adult sharp-shinned
hawk that chased some junco
into a quince bush (it missed)
and a Carolina wren.”

Bluebirds

He had a pair of eastern
bluebirds earlier in the day on
Feb. 18 and later five blue-
birds showed up, two males
and three females. He said,
“That’s the most we have ever
seen in the yard. Previously
we had seen a single bird a
few times and a pair investi-
gated a nesting box one year
but were chased away by
house wrens.”

Non-bird critters

During the snow/ice
storm in February, my daugh-
ter and I saw a wet opossum
digging in the snow for seeds
while clearling my walk and
driveway. On March 1, two of
my grandchildren and I saw a
porcupine in a tree while driv-
ing on our road.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O.
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

CONSERVATION
I from page 1

29

us.

Following Guidry’s wel-
come, Conservation Agent
Sarah Fortune updated the
commission on plans for
Earth Day activities. Blais
said that the events will begin
on Earth Day and then contin-
ue throughout the following
month.

“Things are coming
along,” Fortune said. “We
have talked about our polli-
nator planting day, we have a
couple of community days for
planting and trail work, and,
hopefully, a flyer with the
more finalized events will be
out soon for everybody.”

“Part of it will be the
annual clean-up we do every
year,” Blais added. “I think
we’re going to do it a little bit,
maybe a week or two, later
than we usually do, given the
fact that the weather the last
couple of years has been a big

riddle.”

Blais then talked about
the MACC conference that
he, among five members of
the Commission, attended in

Worcester in early March.

“It was a great opportu-

nity to meet with old friends.

Our two previous agents were
there and it was great to see
“It was a
great day, I took some really

them,” Blais said.

great workshops.”

Blais said that he attend-
ed workshops about biodi-
versity and the importance of

conservation commissions.

“Another workshop I at-
tended was an update on the
recent climate bill that the
legislature passed and how
it would impact us commis-
sions in municipalities,” Blais
“It was a really good

said.
workshop.”

This was in addition to a
workshop on environmental
law that Blais attended, which
he said also discussed the re-

cent legislation.

Commissioner Elizabeth
O’Connor talked about at-
tending a workshop regarding
issuing tickets to wetland vio-
lators, “something that I hope
we never have to actually ex-
perience.”

“That was something
that we had discussed a few
months back and were all
kind of unsure of how to
manage it and where even
to start,” O’Connor said. “I
learned how to fill out a tick-
et and, most importantly, I
learned how to get the ticket
book in the first place, which
is a big important thing.”

O’Connor told about in-
teresting stories that she heard
from other commissioners at
the conference, and said the
commission should look into
getting a few ticket books in
the event that such an issue
arises.

Commissioner  Nicho-
las Zeo reminisced about a
workshop he attended, titled
“On the Shoulders of Giants”

and led by Gregor McGre-
gor, the founder of New En-
gland’s oldest environmental
law firm, McGregor Legere &
Stevens PC.

“I remember it being way
back in the ‘80s when he was
involved and there weren’t a
lot of experienced attorneys,”
Zeo said.

Zeo mentioned that the
workshop talked about the
creation of the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act by Senator Robert
Wetmore, who represented
the region from 1976 to 1996.

“It was great to hear
something like that put to-
gether,” Zeo said.

Zeo and O’Connor men-
tioned that early in the confer-
ence, four communities were
recognized for having six or
more commissioners present,
including Palmer. Blais is-
sued a challenge to get all of
the commissioners to attend
the October conference.
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Select Board’s last meet-
ing, where we discussing
shared services between the
town and the school,” said
Select Board Secretary Pat
Oney, “and were given Town
Counsel’s opinion that both
the School Committee, our
board, and ultimately Town
Meeting need to approve any
shared services between the
town and the school.”

After watching the Feb.
26 School Committee meet-
ing to see how the committee
would proceed with the issue
in question, Town Counsel
sent a memo to the Select
Board to address a claim
made by a resident that the
Town Administrator has ac-
cess to “any and all emails.”

“The public accusation
that the Town Administrator
has access to all town emails
resulted in an investigation

by this Town Counsel’s of-
fice,” the memo read. “It has

been the understanding of

Town Counsel that the Town
Administrator does not have
access to any and all emails.”

Oney read that Town
Counsel contacted  the
town’s contracted IT service,
CMD Technology Group,
to inquire about the admin-

istrator’s ability to monitor

emails. The service’s presi-
dent confirmed that the Town
Administrator does not have
autonomous email access
and explained conditions un-
der which access would be
granted.

“As confirmed by the
town’s IT service contractor,
the Town Administrator does
not have access to any and
all emails as claimed,” the
memo read. “In order for
the Town Administrator to
gain access to any emails, a
specific request must be for-

FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

warded to the IT company.”

The board then moved
on to the Town Administra-
tor’s evaluation, where she
was noted as receiving “good
grades on all the duties.”
Oney noted that in most of
the 11 categories, Wolowicz
scored an average four out of
five.

“(Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz) has
a skillset,” Warren said. “I
think, most of the time, she is
easy to work with.”

At Oney’s prompting,
Warren noted a few com-
ments from his personal
evaluation of Wolowicz, par-
ticularly her ability to work
independently and exercise
good judgment, and her abil-

ity to make timely and appro-
priate decisions and to seek
assistance from experts and
input from peers.

“Most of the time, when
I ask her a question, she usu-
ally has the answer,” Warren
said, “but if she doesn’t, she
goes and finds it and then she
gets back to me. I think that’s
the only way to do business.”

Warren said that the
board provided Wolowicz
with bullet points for things
that could be improved, and
said that he and other mem-
bers of the board talk with
her about alternative per-
spectives as needed.
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Cub Scouts recognized with
Religious Emblem Award

Scouts prepared for their procession across Second Congrega-
tional Church.

A scout announced the ceremony an introduced the initial A snior Scout spoke from the pdium t the Second Congre-
speakers. gational Church.

Submitted photos
Jayden Riopel read passages before the assembled members
of the community.

Gub Scouts held up blue and gold signs that spelled out Scout-
ing’s value of “family.”

CUB SCOUTS 1 from page 1

Scouting America on Feb. Holly Riopel, Principal
8, 1910, and are traditional- of Old Mill Pond School, an-
ly held around the February nounced the speakers for the
pack meeting. After resched- meeting. After a reading by
uling due to the recent snow- Pastor James, Senator Jake
storm, Pack 164 held its cele- Oliveira presented a citation
bration on Feb. 23. to the two scouts on behalf of
Two Cub Scouts had himself and State Representa-
their Crossover ceremony on tive Todd Smola.
Sunday, Lincoln Quinn and After the ceremony, the
Zachary Champagne. They guests were invited for re-
were each accompanied by freshments provided by the
their parents, and recognized church.
by local scoutmasters and
pack leaders.

Reverend James Lumsden presented the Religious Emblem Senator Jake Oliveira honored local Cub Scouts by joining the
Award to Jayden Riopel and his parents. ceremony.
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1 YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN
' FOl’ MOl'e Informatlon ’ ‘\ DAY GREAT PRICES! of The Journal Register & The Ware River News.
| KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP
| ALTERATIONSATFREEORLlTTLECOST Ad deadline: MarCh 19 2025
- - | |
, h 413 283 2329 4 " “ 64 ngrg-r!:‘ ﬁireI;WKtﬁﬁ Quarter page ad With story (4_75“)(8") $275
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PUbl'Cat'OnS Inc. Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
AT oo 413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

info@topfloorlearning.org
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MHS Receives grant to support STEM career learning

Monson High School
will add Project Lead
The Way programs
fo provide hands-on,
applied learning and
in-depth teacher
professional
development in the
Engineering Field

MONSON—Monson
High School announced to-
day that it has received grant
funds of $40,000 from the
One8 Foundation to offer new
applied learning curricular
programming from Project
Lead The Way (PLTW) that
will better prepare students
for school and career suc-
cess. PLTW is a nonprofit
organization that provides a
transformative learning expe-
rience for PreK-12 students
and teachers through course-
work in computer science,
engineering, and biomedical
science. With the PLTW cur-
riculum, students apply what

they have learned to solve re-
al-world problems. Monson
High School joins more than
12,000 schools across the
country offering PLTW pro-
grams to millions of students.

“Partnering with PLTW
will allow Monson High
School to expand its offer-
ings and begin to develop an
Engineering Pathway. Con-
necting the learning in the
classroom to real world appli-
cations is vital to ensure that
our students are receiving the
best education possible” says
Principal Christopher Fon-
taine.

Since 2017, the One8
Foundation alongside the
Massachusetts STEM Advi-
sory Council, the Workforce
Skill Cabinet, and the Massa-
chusetts Life Science Center
have provided support to ex-
pand PLTW programming for
students across the Common-
wealth to better prepare them
for a rapidly changing, da-
ta-rich world. PLTW course-
work in the areas of biomed-
ical science, engineering, and
computer science provides
students with many of the
skills they will need to access
opportunities in sectors that

are powering the state econ-
omy.
“Students are hungry for
experiences that allow them
to apply what they are learn-
ing to solve real-world, mean-
ingful problems. Providing
equitable access to hands-on
applied learning programs
that deliver academic gains
while building critical think-
ing and complex problem-

solving skills ensures
students are engaged and
interested in school and pre-
pared for success

in this ever-changing
world,” said Joanna Jacobson,
President of the One8 Foun-
dation.

Monson High School
will use grant funds to start
its PLTW Engineering pro-
gram. Funds from the grant
will support teacher profes-
sional development and the
purchase of materials and
equipment that will be used
in PLTW courses. In addition,
as a school with PLTW pro-
gramming in Massachusetts,
Monson High School will
have access to a regular set of
teacher professional learning
opportunities, student project
showcases, and connections

to industry professionals of-
fered by the Mass Learning
Project and the One8 Applied
Learning Hub.
About the
One8 Foundation

The One8 education team
identifies, supports and scales
high impact programs and
approaches that help schools
and teachers prepare stu-
dents for success in a rapid-
ly changing, data rich world.
One8 imagines a future where
high-quality applied learning
opportunities that make learn-
ing relevant, stimulating and
rewarding are a regular part of
the student experience driving
impact for all students. Learn
more at www.one8.org.

About One8 Applied
Learning Hub

The One8 Foundation
is committed to identifying
and funding proven Applied
Learning programs that in-
spire students with inno-
vative, engaging ways to
approach core and elective
subject matter. At the One8
Applied Learning Hub, we’re
here to help Massachusetts
schools get the most out of
those programs by providing

implementation support, ed-
ucator community building,
and student opportunities that
help bring learning to life.
The One8 Applied Learning

Hub currently supports
six programs in the Com-
monwealth: OpenSciEd,
PBLWorks, Project Lead The
Way, ST Math, Investigating
History, and the Democrat-
ic Knowledge Project. Visit
www.one8alhub.org to learn
more.

About Mass Learning
Project

Founded in 2023, Mass
Learning Project is a fiscally
sponsored project of Commu-
nity Initiatives that is working
with the 350+ Massachusetts
schools implementing Project
Lead The Way (PLTW) pro-
grams to ensure that teach-
ers and school leaders have
the support they need to de-
liver classroom experiences
of exceptional quality. Mass
Learning Project aspires to
make PLTW teachers the best
supported teachers in the state
with the hunger and opportu-
nity to continuously improve
the applied learning experi-
ences they offer to students.

Mass Learning Project offers
robust supports to schools and
educators, including imple-
mentation guidance, profes-
sional learning opportunities,
and on-the-ground support.
More information can be
found at www.masslearning.
org.

About Project
Lead The Way

Project Lead The Way
(PLTW) is a mission-driven
organization that is trans-
forming the learning experi-
ence for millions of PreK-12
students and thousands of
teachers across the country.

PLTW empowers stu-
dents to develop in-demand,
transportable knowledge and
skills through pathways in
computer science, engineer-
ing, and biomedical science.
PLTW’s teacher training and
resources support teachers
as they engage their students
in real-world learning. More
than 12,000 elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools in all
50 states and the District of
Columbia offer PLTW pro-
grams. For more information
on Project Lead The Way, vis-
it www.pltw.org.
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Kamp for Kids to celebrate 50 years of summer fun
for all abilities with a Golf FUN-raiser on April 10

SPRINGFIELD

Kamp for Kids, a summer

day camp for children and
young adults with and with-
out disabilities, has planned
a season of special celebra-
tions in honor of the camp’s
50th Anniversary, starting
with a Golf FUN-raiser event
on Thursday, April 10, 2025,
from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
at Max’s Swing Lounge, lo-
cated at 1000 Columbus Av-
enue in Springfield.

The Golf FUN-raiser
event will bring together sup-
porters, community mem-
bers, campers and friends to
begin a season of celebration

for 50 years of growth, in-
clusion, and joy for children
and young adults of all abil-
ities. Proceeds from the Golf
FUN-raiser will directly ben-
efit Kamp for Kids, helping
to ensure that the camp con-
tinues to thrive for years to
come.

Tickets are $100 and
include access to the driving
range, mini golf, appetizers,
two drinks, and the chance
to win exciting contests and
prizes. Tickets can be pur-
chased at kamp50.eventbrite.
com. Sponsorship Opportu-
nities are also available for
businesses and individuals.

Those interested in sponsor-
ing this event should reach
out to Kelly Brown at Kelly.
Brown@BHNInc.org or 413-
654-0930. Sponsorships can
also be made on the event
website, Kamp50.
EventBrite.com.
Founded in
1975 by Dick
and Judy Hoyt,
Kamp for Kids
was created to
offer an inclusive
camp experience for
their son, Rick, who
had cerebral palsy, and his
brothers without disabilities.
Over the years, the Hoyts

have championed disability
inclusion, inspiring count-
less families worldwide.
Today, Kamp for Kids con-
tinues to honor their legacy,
demonstrating that every
child-regardless of
ability-deserves
the chance to
participate  in
meaningful,
fun, and edu-
cational experi-
ences.
Located in
Westfield, Kamp for
Kids serves children and
young adults ages 5-22, both
with and without disabilities,

hailing from cities and towns
throughout Western Mas-
sachusetts. Each
the camp provides a unique
environment for growth and
inclusion, offering activities
such as expressive arts, out-
door education, arts & crafts,
non-competitive sports, and
a spray park-all designed
to create a sense of belong-
ing and joy for every camp-
er. Kamp for Kids operates
during the summer months,
serving about 150 campers
in three sessions.

“Kamp for Kids is cele-
brating 50 years of creating a
space where every child, re-

summer,

FARM ﬁﬁ: WILDERNESS
CAMP ' | CAMP

oo SUMMER CAMPS

W L | COUNSELOR

CODING |IN TI

RAINING
)

A PACKARD MOUNTAIN

We have summer enroliment options
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers.

Structured daily schedule to include
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts.

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play.

www.packardmountain.com

Learming Cenler

Girl Scout Camp
For All Girls!

DAY &
OVERNIGHT

www.gscwm.org

gardless of ability, can grow,
learn, and have fun together,”
said Anne Benoit, Program
Director of Kamp for Kids.
“We’re excited to celebrate
this milestone and look for-
ward to many more years
of providing life-changing
experiences that foster inclu-
sion, friendship, and person-
al growth.”

BHN has been provid-
ing behavioral health ser-
vices to children and families
in Western Massachusetts
since 1938.

The agency provides
community-based services
that include innovative, inte-
grated whole-health models
as well as traditional clinical
and outpatient and therapeu-
tic services, day treatment,
addiction services, crisis
intervention and residential
supports.

Greene Acres Equestrian Center vrc

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24

2025 Summer Riding Sessions

June 23-27 < July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 e August 18-22
9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

),

TODDLER ¢ PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE
Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.

Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM

Ages 5 - 12 yrs. ® JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND
9 Weeks ® Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer!
Swimming ® Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

Providing
Childcare for

L oy
'.Join Our
Toddler Room
Waitlist

4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com EEc LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade ® Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off ® Indoor & Outdoor Activities
PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options
Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Follow Us &1

Week 1: June 30 - July 3
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18

>

Race Into Summea, . =
Camp MacDuffiz 2t

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!
Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 5: July 28 - August 1 Week 7: August11-15

e Arts o Athletics ® Coding  Science ® Dance ¢ Lego’s
e Creative Writing ® Theater ¢ Science ® And More!

Week 4: July 21 - 25

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm e Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Space is
limited
so don’t
wait!

q

The MacDuffie School ¢ 66 School Street  Granhy, MA 01033  413.255.0000 Ext.103
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PALMER

PUBLIC LIBRARY

PALMER PUBLIC LIBRARY PRESENTS:

PALMER FOR

TOMORROW

Gathering

WHAT IS IT?

Palmer has received funding in a settlement between Massachusetts
and pharmaceutical companies, placing them at blame for the current
opioid crisis.

Now we must decide how to best use the money to support our
community, and we want to hear from YOU!

COME JOIN US TO DISCUSS THE NEXT STEPS
IN THE PROCESS AS WE TALK ABOUT:
e Creating a Community Survey
e How to Support Those With Substance Use
e Preventative Measures

o After Care

WHEN & WHERE

The Second Wednesday

of Every Month
3:00pm-4:30pm

at The Palmer Public Library

For any questions reach out to:
(413)283-2606 or ngauthier@townofpalmer.com

*You will always be able to stay completely
anonymous at Palmer for Tomorrow, we will
never ask or share your name or your story.

Turley staff photos

Polish Plate
Dinner March 22

INDIAN ORCHARD -
A Polish Plate Dinner—four
Pierogi, one Golabek, Kielba-
sa, Kapusta and Rye Bread—
will be held on Saturday,
March 22, 2025 from 1 to 4
p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church Hall, 25 Parker
St. Indian Orchard, MA.

Eat In or Take Out. Tick-
ets at $20 per plate are avail-
able by calling:

Maria Kowalski at 413-
222-6229, Irena Wurszt at
413-427-5846 or the Par-
ish Office Monday through
Wednesday, 3 to 6 p.m. at
413-543-3627

There are also options
for the following:

Frozen Polish Food Sale
(Golabki (3) $12, Kapusta
(Large) $10.

Pierogi (Cabbage & Po-
tato & Cheese) $14, (Sweet
Cheese, Blueberry) $15.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any etror in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them
know
you saw
their ad
in the

Journal

Register
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BASKETBALL

Season
ends in
second
round for
Mustangs

SPRINGFIELD - Last Tuesday
evening, the Monson High School
girls basketball team was defeated
by Renaissance School in the Round

of 16 69-45. Monson, which strug-
gled early in the season, made the
tournament thanks to a very difficult
schedule. The Mustangs made it to
the Western Mass. finals, then defeat-
ed New Mission to open the Division
5 State Tournament. At Renaissance,
the defense could not keep the hosts
down as Monson’s season ended at

9-14. Renaissance is undefeated.
Chrzan did lead the Mustangs with

another huge performance. In her

ls -

%ﬂhﬁﬂﬂ

14
\

Madigan
Graves-

Harrison |- final game for the Mustangs, she led
takesa | all scorers with 38 points.
shot. /

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Gali Zielinski holds the ball
back before making a pass.

www.sports.turley.com
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
The runners are off in the 2024 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road
Race.

Streets of Holyoke set
for 10K Road Race

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - The rich
tradition that is the Holyoke
St. Patrick’s Road Race will
make its return next Saturday,
March 22. This will be the
48th running of the popular
race.

Louis Serafini was the
big winner of last year’s event.
He completed the very hilly,
6.2-mile course in 30:12. Ser-
afini is from Cambridge.

The top female was a lo-
cal runner from Western Mas-
sachusetts. Anna Steinmen, of
Springfield, came across the
finish line at 37:00.

Ryan Davis, of South
Hadley, was one of the top lo-
cal finishers at 34:36. He was
20th overall.

This year’s race would
feature runners from all over
the region, the state, and sur-
rounding states as many are
preparing for the Boston Mar-
athon, set to take place in just
under a month. Many runners
over the years have enjoyed
using the St. Patrick’s Day
Road Race as practice for the

marathon because of the chal-
lenging hills throughout the
streets of Holyoke that run-
ners must navigate through.

Of the more than 6,000
runners who were registered,
4,442 finished the 10K course
last year. Race officials have
said the participation level in
the event is still rebounding
from the pandemic. Prior to
the pandemic in 2019, race
participants  totaled about
7,000. The race was not held
in 2020 and 2021 before it
returned in 2022 with around
5,000 participants. More
made their way out to the race
last year, but that number was
surpassed this year.

Because of that, the start
of the race featured multiple
waves, though 4RUN3 ran
the bibs and electronic results
kept accurate results for all
those involved.

A number of this year’s
participants were featured
in the usual celebratory cos-
tumes and outfits for St. Pat-
rick’s Day, while many others
opted for cartoon and other

ROAD RACE I page 11

SPRINGFIELD - Fol-
lowing a win on Feb. 25 in the
preliminary round, the Path-
finder girls basketball team
fell to host Renaissance in
the Round of 32 72-20. The
Pioneers’ season ends at 16-6
overall as the Pioneers had an
excellent regular season and
won a game in the state tour-
nament for the first time. In
the Round of 32 loss, Megan
Clark and Greenly Lagimo-
niere had six points each to
lead the Pioneers.

Taylor Allen gets
ready to pass
into the paint.

Desiree Croteau makes her way down the
court during the state playoffs.

Pioneers fall in Round of 32

Megan Clark shoots
for the Pioneers.

Greenly Lagimoniere
hustles down the
court.

Addison Doktor
grabs a rebound.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
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Wrestlers complete competition

Wrestling season has
come to an end and several
area teams crowned champi-
ons at the sectional and state
levels.

In the Division 2 state
tournament, Max Holloway
took home a state title at 215
pounds. Stella Christopher
won a state title in the girls
meet while Gabriella Ra-
mos was a runner-up. Min-
nechaug’s Kal Ly won the
132-pound bracket while John
Bermudez was a runner-up at
heavyweight. Holyoke’s Ste-
ven Santiago finished second
in D2 at 120 pounds.

Ludlow’s Lucas Al-
van was a state champion in
the Division 3 meet at 175
pounds.

In the sectionals held last
month, Agawam had a big
day with multiple placers.
They had four champions.
Ryan Sexton at 150, Max
Holloway at 215, and Jordin

Agosto at 126 all took home
titles. Cole Ingham was a run-
ner up at 175, as was Kaleb
Progulske at 106. Keymani
Rivera (157), and Tyler Ger-
vais (190) both took third
place. Agawam would finish
third overall in the meet with
204 points.

Minnechaug was the
second-place finisher behind
champion West Springfield
with 213 points. They had
two champions, Kal Ly at 132
pounds and John Bermundez
at 285. Matthew Macphail
and Hunter Gormally had
runner-up finishes. The Fal-
cons had one third place fin-
isher and five fourth-place
finishers.

Chicopee’s Michael Jen-
kins placed second at 144
pounds.

In the Division 3 West-
ern Mass. tournament at
Mt. Greylock, Belchertown,
which returned its program to

varsity status this season, saw
Jack Bergerson finish fourth
at 175 pounds and Evan Per-
kins finish fifth at 150 pounds.
Brogan Bottari also took fifth
place at 120 pounds.

Ludlow, Granby, Quab-
bin, and Pathfinder participate
in the Central Mass. Champi-
onship meet. Ludlow’s Lucas
Alvan took first place at 175
pounds while Noah Simard
was second at 150. Ryan
Gomes had a third-place fin-
ish at 126 pounds.

Quabbin’s top finish-
er was Abe Brown at 126
pounds. He finished in second
place. Three others, Brady
Dennis at 215, Brent Beno-
it at 132, and Cole Wilson at
150, all took fourth place in
the meet.

Pathfinder had one plac-
er, which was Dominic Jerry
at 165 pounds. Granby’s Na-
than Benson finished fifth at
113 pounds.

Valley Wheel tryouts set for next month

Players looking to join
the Valley Wheel Over-28
Baseball League can attend
the tryouts beginning Sunday
April 6. The time and location
of the tryout is to be deter-
mined.

The league, which plays
its games in Western Massa-
chusetts and Northern Con-
necticut, makes sure that ev-
eryone gets a fair share of the
action. Everyone plays a min-
imum of 4 innings in the field,
and everyone bats. The league
follows MLB rules with some

modified rules adapted with
safety in mind.

The Valley Wheel stands
apart from other leagues
across the country for this
reason:

Their league charter and
one of their main goals, is to
work toward having a league
with teams of equal strength.

The league is now seek-
ing new players to fill open
roster slots. Enjoy the com-
petition and camaraderie with
a great group of guys who en-
joy the game as much as you

do. Stay in shape and make
new friends. Be part of some-
thing that happens once a year,
and with luck, win a champi-
onship that might be once in
a lifetime. Grab your glove
and cleats and join a team for
a great adventure. It’s not too
late don’t miss out; opening
day is just around the corner.
For more information, contact
Jim Nason at 413-433-4308
or visit the website www. Val-
leyWheelBaseball.org

Warriors suffer
defeat in first round
of tournament

FISKDALE - On Friday,
Feb. 28, Tantasqua boys bas-
ketball was defeated in the
Division 3 State Tournament
by Old Rochester Region-

al 58-47. The Warriors went
14-6 in the regular season
before suffering the tourna-
ment-opening loss.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
James Sciaraffa fakes then takes a shot.

L4 @turleysports
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AL of the Wheck

Megan Clark
Pathfinder

In Pathfinder’s first-ever state playoff win,
Clark led the Pioneers with 24 points against

East Boston.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Sci-
belli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail
to gscibelli@turley.com.

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

MOUL TON

Insurance Agency

HOME - AUTO -

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Gompetitive Rates * Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

BUSINESS - LIFE

www.moultoninsurance.com

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

ARBELLA

INSURANCE

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family
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Sam Pleczynski drives into the lane.

Noah Wotton readies a shot near the hoop.

T-Birds beat Islanders, move toward playo

BRIDGEPORT,
Conn. — The Springfield
Thunderbirds (30-20-2-4)
blitzed the Bridgeport Island-
ers (12-38-4-3) for five unan-
swered goals in the final 40
minutes to pull away with a
5-2 win on Sunday afternoon
at Total Mortgage Arena.

For a third straight game,
the T-Birds were slow out of
the gates, forcing Vadim Zhe-
renko to be tested early and
often in the first period, as
14 of the first 18 shots in the
game went to the Islanders.
Marshall Warren broke the le-
vee 12:47 into the game with
a wrist shot that eluded Zhe-
renko through traffic, giving
Bridgeport a 1-0 lead.

After the T-Birds were

forced to go down a man on a
post-whistle roughing penal-
ty, Liam Foudy made Spring-
field pay with his seventh goal
of the season series at 14:45 to
buoy the Isles lead to 2-0.

Springfield finally got
pressure on Hunter Miska's
net in the closing minutes,
finishing the period with the
final six attempts on goal, but
the Bridgeport netminder re-
mained perfect, stopping all
10 T-Birds shots in the first 20
minutes.

Zherenko was timely in
the opening half of the sec-
ond period as the Islanders
continued to mount a push to
extend the lead. The Spring-
field backstop shined, with a
pair of odd-man stops off Jack

Randl and Adam Beckman to
maintain the 2-0 score.

The T-Birds finally
snapped out of their offen-
sive zone funk at 10:31 as, on
his 31st birthday, MacKenzie
MacEachern turned in the
high slot and flipped a shot
toward Miska's net that got a
friendly deflection from Niki-
ta Alexandrov before finding
the twine. Alexandrov's 16th
goal in just 33 games cut the
Bridgeport lead in half, 2-1.

Like the Islanders did in
the first, Springfield went to
a power play and struck for
the second time in as many
minutes as Dalibor Dvorsky
returned from retrieving a
new stick on the bench and
beat Miska under the crossbar

at 12:17 for his ninth pow-
er-play goal of the season.
The game-tying goal brought
Dvorsky into a tie among
AHL rookies in man-advan-
tage tallies.

The tie score carried into
the final period, and the pow-
er play came up with the dif-
ference-making play as Matt
Luff sent a puck perfectly into
the paint, where Matthew Peca
guided it past Miska just 1:17
into the third to give Spring-
field its first lead, 3-2. Peca's
26th of the season eventual-
ly became the game-winner,
giving the captain his second
game-deciding goal in as
many days, an 11-game point
streak, and the AHL lead in
game-winning goals.

Samuel Johannesson
picked up assists on both of
the T-Birds' power-play goals,
giving him 15 helpers on the
man advantage for the season,
tied for fifth most in the AHL.
Corey Schueneman also had
a two-assist night from the
T-Birds' blue line.

Springfield's special
teams were not finished, as
just over five minutes after
the Peca goal, Otto Stenberg
retrieved a loose puck at the
offensive blue line and fed a
perfect blind pass to spring
Hugh McGing on a short-
handed breakaway. McGing
delivered the finishing strike
through Miska, making it 4-2
at 6:22 of the third.

Bridgeport's power play

Tt berth

could not make up the dif-
ference on a late chance, and
Dvorsky capped the five-goal
run with an empty-netter in
the final minute to cap off the
win.

Zherenko completed a
magnificent bounce-back per-
formance with 36 saves for his
10th victory of the season and
fourth in his last five starts.

With their magic num-
ber down to 18 in pursuit of
a Calder Cup playoff berth,
the T-Birds begin a three-
game weekend on Friday as
they make their lone visit to
Upstate Medical University
Arena against the Syracuse
Crunch for a 7:00 p.m. puck
drop.
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Obituaries

Maureen Bernat

Died March 9, 2025
Services March 17, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Robert P. Cole

Died Feb. 9, 2025

Services April 26, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Donald Corriveau
Died Feb. 4, 2025
Services May 15, 2025
Baldwin Cremation

Maureen Bernat

Maureen Bernat, 80,
passed away peacefully on
Sunday, March 9, 2025,
surrounded by her family.
Born on June 11, 1944, in
Brighton, = Massachusetts,
Maureen was the daugh-
ter of the late James T. and
Mary (McGowan) Daly and
grew up in Belchertown. She
married John Bernat in July
1962, and they built a beau-
tiful life together in Palmer,
where they had five children.
After John’s passing in 1979,
Maureen showed incredible
strength and resilience, rais-
ing her children on her own
with unwavering love and
devotion.

For many years, Mau-
reen worked as a secretary in
the Palmer Public Schools,
beginning at Quaboag Ele-
mentary and later moving to
Old Mill Pond, until she re-
tired in 2011. Known for her
kindness and commitment,
she made lasting friendships
and was a beloved presence.
Maureen also was active in
the community, volunteering
at Story Hour at the Palm-
er Public Library, acting as
Girl Scout Troop Leader,
and working at the polls on

Election Day. Af-
ter retiring, she
looked forward to
breakfast with “the
girls” every month,
where she and
close friends would
catch up and remi-
nisce fondly about
the years.
Maureen
loved to travel with
her family and friends, with
a special place in her heart
for Ogunquit, Maine. She
cherished walking along the
Marginal Way and found
peace in the ocean. She en-
joyed reading, solving word
searches, attending craft
shows, and watching birds
in her yard. Generous and
patient, she was a constant
source of guidance, support,
and unconditional love.
Maureen was the proud
mother of her daughters
Barbara Barry (and her hus-
band, Michael, of Palmer)
and Allyson Singleton (and
her husband, Daniel, of En-
field, Connecticut); and her
sons Steven Bernat (and his
wife, Amy, of Haydenville);
William Bernat (and his
wife, Jennifer, of Westbor-

ough); and James
Bernat (and his
wife, Amanda,
of  Shrewsbury).
In addition to her
parents and her
husband, Maureen
was predeceased
by her sister, Mar-
ilyn Astin, and
her brother, Brian
Daly.

Maureen poured endless
love into her grandchildren,
creating cherished memories
with Michael, Bradyn, Anna,
Joseph, Julia, Nora, Mar-
garet, and Thomas. While
her children will miss her
deeply, they find comfort in
knowing Maureen is now
reunited with her beloved
husband.

Visitation will be held
on Monday, March 17, 2025
from 4 to 6 p.m. with clos-
ing prayers to begin at 6 p.m.
at the Beers & Story Palmer
Funeral Home. Burial will
be held privately. In lieu of
flowers, donations in Mau-
reen’s memory may be made
to the Palmer Public Library,
1455 North Main Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

ROAD RACE 1 from page 9

fictional characters, such as
Spider-Man. Several local
running clubs also made
their way to the race, as
did the youth of the region.
Youth participants in the
race were as young as Sev-

en-years-old.

Security was in full
force at the event with plen-
ty of presence from the
Massachusetts State Police,
Holyoke Police, and Hamp-
den County Sheriff’s De-

partment, and the event went
off without any incidents.

If you’re still looking
to participate in this year’s
race, go to www.holyokest-
patricksroadrace.org.

Robert P. Cole, born on
April 21, 1943, in Palmer,
MA, passed away peacefully
on Feb. 9, 2025, in Webster,
MA. Robert’s life was a tes-
tament to dedication, both to
his country and his family. He
served honorably as a Mas-
ter Sergeant in the National
Guard, primarily stationed
in Ware, with a brief tenure
in Worcester. Robert was the
cherished son of Edmund and
Florida Cole, and the beloved
brother of Richard Cole, Rog-
er Cole, Shirley Morton and
her husband Chick, all of
whom preceded him in death.
He is lovingly remembered
by his sister-in-law, Patricia
Cole, as well as his nephew,
Robert Morton, and nieces
Judy Shields and her husband
David, Sherrie Dillon, Laurie
Manning and her husband
Bill and Lynn Cole. He is also

Robert P Cole
b s e o T

nieces Kaylee, Ari- |
elle and Anjelina.

To those who knew

him, Uncle
was truly a rock for
his family; he was
the steadfast pres-
ence one could al-
ways depend upon.
Known for his re-
markable memory,
could recall any and all signif-
icant dates of his loved ones,
a testament to his deep care
and love for his family. His
devotion extended beyond
the walls of his home into his
community, where he regu-
larly attended church func-
tions at the former St. Anne’s
Church and Sts. Peter & Paul
Church. Robert possessed
a profound commitment to
helping others, always ready

Robert

Bob o 4

to take on any odd
job or provide assis-
tance to family and
friends. His dedica-
tion and selflessness
left a lasting impact

L

on those around
him, and his legacy
as a supportive pil-
lar will not be for-
gotten. Family and
friends are invited
to honor Robert’s memory
on Saturday, April 26, with
a visitation at Beers & Story
Palmer Funeral Home from
9 am. to 10 a.m., followed
by a service and burial at St.
Anne’s Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests
that donations be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association in
Robert’s memory.

Donald Corriveau

May 15, 1944 —
February 4, 2025

With great sorrow we
say goodbye to Donald Cor-
riveau, age 80, who passed on
to the next life, surrounded by
the family he cherished.

Don was a devoted hus-
band, proud father, adoring
grandfather, honorable veter-
an, dependable brother, and
loyal friend. His love and
generosity touched countless
lives.

Born in Holyoke, Mas-
sachusetts, Don began a life-
time of service to others by
joining the Air Force during
the Vietnam war. He carried a
deep sense of duty and honor
with him throughout life and
up to his final breath.

After his military tour, he
worked as an administrator of

nursing homes, pro-
viding his clients
and their families
with the dignity,
care, and comfort
they deserved.

Don would lat-
er fulfill a lifelong
passion by found-
ing his own pho-
tography  studio.
His award-winning
portrait and wedding pho-
tography helped make him a
household name in Western
Mass.

But Don’s greatest joy
in life was his family. He
leaves behind his wife Boz-
ena Corriveau, and his three
children: Jeff Corriveau &
wife Karen, Michelle Gil-
son & husband Gregory, and
Nicole Corriveau. He also
leaves a stepdaughter, Pau-
lina Palmer & husband Jim.
He will be greatly missed by
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his five grandchil-
dren: Amelie, Tea-
gan, Leo, Carter,
and Madeleine. As
well as step-grand-
children Rene and
Tyler. His younger
brother Wayne Cor-
riveau also survives
him.

Don leaves us
with many wonder-
ful memories. But his true
legacy lives on in the people
he touched. His kindness and
love will be felt for genera-
tions.

Don will be interred at
Florida National Cemetery
on May 15, with full military
honors. Please share your
memories of Don at his Trib-
ute Wall: https://baldwincre-
mation.com/obituaries/don-
ald-corriveau/

BRIDGE 1 from page 1

Surveyor Ben Murphy said
that when he joined the de-
partment, he made this bridge
one of his top priorities.

“It’s still there to this
day, that ‘temporary’ bridge,”
Murphy said.

Murphy said that in his
work in highway departments
for 36 years, he has seen sev-
eral temporary bridges flood
over and wash out.

“It washed all the sides
around the edge of the road,”
Murphy said.

Murphy said that a state
report came back in the fall
saying that “the underneath
was failing,” and that this was
subsequently fixed with the
help of the Highway Depart-
ment and Building Commis-
sioner.

“The state checked it and
they approved that it will suf-
fice for now,” Murphy said.
“They will not say how long
it will last.”

Though Murphy said
that it was possible that the
temporary  bridge would
stand for another 20 years, he

said he did not have a good
feeling about it.

“When we were work-
ing on it, we had an oil truck
over it and we had numerous
cars,” Murphy said. “There
are concerns of mine, so we
put a weight limit on it of 15
tons.”

Murphy said there are
10 inhabited residential ad-
dresses on that road, as well
as the town’s water pumping
station.

“If that was to get washed
out, we have residents and we
have our town water supply
that we can’t get to,” Murphy
said.

Through several meet-
ings with the Town Admin-
istrator, Conservation Agent
Toni Uliana, and other town
officials, Murphy said that a
plan was formed on how to
address the bridge.

“Our former Town Plan-
ner helped the town become
a Municipal Vulnerability
Preparedness = community,”
Uliana said. “Since Route 32
and our entire downtown, ba-
sically, runs parallel to Chi-
copee Brook, we thought it
pertinent to develop a flood

damage reduction plan for the
Chicopee Brook corridor.”

Uliana said that once the
plan was completed, the town
was able to focus on specif-
ic points of interest, includ-
ing the flooding at Cushman
Field and Veterans Field and
on Maple Street, as well as
the Bunyan Road bridge.

“We decided that we
should focus our next grant
application with the MVP
program on the Bunyan Road
bridge because, as Ben stated,
we’ve had a temporary bridge
on it since 2007,” Uliana said.
“If it wasn’t a dead end, the
state would have made us
close it by now.”

Following improvements
to Chicopee Brook’s flood
resilience, the town held a
public visioning walk-shop
at Veterans Field in 2023 and
a public information session
that same year. The town also
included references to the is-
sues with the bridge during
its Hazard Mitigation Plan
updates.

Town Counsel Jay Taler-
man then listed the variety of
public safety, environmental
harm, and water access is-

Benches

On-Site Lettering

Statues
Plot Maintenance

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

Custom Design Work
Cleaning ** Markers

Monuments
Bronze Plaques
Restorations

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

413-589-7588 Fax

Cemetery Signage

413-531-5360

Vases
Granite Signs

NEsco SaLEs™e-

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

RS #1688

e All vehicles are sanitized
and after repairs

before

91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283-6403 www.nescoautobody.com

¢ Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available
¢ Collision Specialists

Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines
We Handle ALL Insurance Claims e
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sues, which led the town to
determine that the temporary
bridge is unsustainable.

“These are the very ear-
ly stages of a very public
process which will require a
lot of participation by every
voting resident in this town,”
Talerman said.

After determining that
the town could not do noth-
ing about the bridge, Taler-
man described what it would
take to replace the bridge,
which would cost somewhere
in the vicinity of $12 million
and would involve significant
grants and approvals from the
state.

“At that kind of cost, and
given the amount of time it
would take, it was ruled as
not a particularly viable al-
ternative, given the other op-
tions,” Talerman said.

The option that the town
is currently pursuing is to
develop a new road connect-
ing Bunyan Road to Palmer
Road, which would cost the
least amount of money and
have the least amount of en-
vironmental impact.

In order to create this

road, the town will have to
acquire property currently
owned by the adjacent Coun-
try Club, which will require
a Town Meeting vote to ap-
prove.

“There will be a lot of,
as (Murphy) has already said,
public question and answer
sessions and further meetings
in the light of day when we’re
coming up with a warrant for
the fall Town Meeting,” Ta-
lerman said.

Talerman assured the
public that the work after the
Town Meeting vote will also

be public, and will involve
hearings before the Conser-
vation Commission and fur-
ther meetings of the Select
Board.

“At best, what we’re
looking at is maybe breaking
ground on this in 2027-ish,”
Talerman said. “It’s a long
process.”

Talerman assured the
public that there will be am-
ple opportunity for members
of the community to make
their voices heard on the is-
sue.

¢ Stump Grinding
¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Furnace Wood
¢ Firewood $275/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

e Lot Clearing ¢ Storm work

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
e Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

The Library Loft

Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer

We are celebrating our

20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.

Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm - Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm - Sat. 10am-2pm

HoPE 10 SEE YOU THERE

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

L SURULT T S L ===l F~=T1/1001 N | QO Jssssti ] B0

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

L L Ll JYIU}
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

ANTIQUE - ART - PRINTS - Victo-
rian era, some miscellaneous antiques
including 1800’s Middle Eastern cooking
pot, some musical instruments. Call 508-
612-9677.

SPORTS CARDS, over 100 Barbie dolls,
old comic books, sports figurines, old
sports magazines, old paperbacks, Elvis
colletables, discounted. 413-530-6893,
Palmer.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting, ~ fishing,

signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and

| Removal Service

2+xx*x*xxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured.
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

You will .Nr\d,
wystics|
sueeess..
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ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING
& COOLING LLC.
Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 30
years experience, repairs, full and 24 hour
emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS
“We can always work something out”
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and
static exercise. Fully certified in personal
training and nutrition and insured in the
state of MA.
Call 914-708-7849
or send inquiries to
faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING
Insured, 10 years experience.
Free estimates. 413-727-9846.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

2025
AX TIME
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CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

il J
PROVIEER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States
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TA PREPARATION SERVICE
A 13B-BAB-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
an 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
- www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

BEB
WS

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

(0]

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

o o B
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 28 | 24 g
L] Besanm | 26 Sesgsone| 27 e P00
29 Betsso| 30 Bsgioe| 31 Betsiso| 32 B a0
33 Bt | 34 Settion| 39 Besgnany| 38 B a0
ar Began | 38 Ssgsane| 39 Bgassa| 40 B0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

T

ViEST

st
GROOKFELD

)

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Executive Director for
Community Survival Center
in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to
survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management,
Public Outreach, and Social Media
Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 5
days sick/personal time; holidays
$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for
climber and ground person.

Must have driver’s license in good standing.
Call 413-507-1949.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
FIREFIGHTER/EMT

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill a
vacancy for Firefighter/EMT. Paramedic
Certification or currently enrolled in para-
medic school highly preferred.

For application and more info. visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Open until filled

Worthington Police
Department
Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time
Police Officer.

Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess
a valid driver’s license. They should also
have a high school diploma/GED, license
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts
Municipal Police Training Committee and
be POST certified.

This is a benefited position with a salary
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.

The successful candidate shall be highly
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or
near Worthington.

This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three references with relevant
contact information to:
Worthington Police Department
P.O. Box 247
Worthington, MA 01098
Or via email to:
shoard@worthington-ma.us
Subiject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed
until the position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

NEWLY REMODELED 2 BR., 15
Vigeant St., Ware. Close to center of town,
off-street parking, coin-op laundry. $1250/
mo. plus utilities. No pets. 413-323-8707.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Digital
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of

our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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Public notices

Town of Monson
Zoning Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance M.G. L Chapter
40A the Monson Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing, Thursday March 27th,
2025, at 7:00 P.M. at the Monson
Town Hall 110 Main St. Monson,
Ma 01057 on the application of
Strum’s Construction Service
for a variance from the require-
ments of §3.2, Table 2, Dimen-
sional & Density Regulations,
of the Monson Zoning Bylaws.
The applicant seeks a variance
for an installed sign that violates
the required setbacks. The prop-
erty is in the General Commer-
cial zone and is located at 494
Boston Road West, Map 1 and
Parcel 002B. A copy of the appli-
cation is on file in the Office of
the Town Clerk, Zoning Board of
Appeals and available for view-
ing during regular office hours.

Ronald Fussell, Vice Chairman
03/06, 03/13/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
NOTICE OF
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain Mortgage given by
Elyzza F. Blatchley to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Academy
Mortgage Corporation, its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated
October 27, 2017 and record-
ed with the Hampden County
Registry of Deeds at Book
21921, Page 7, subsequently
assigned to Freedom Mortgage
Corporation by Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Academy
Mortgage Corporation, its
successors and assigns by
assignment recorded in said
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds at Book 24349, Page
524, subsequently assigned to
Freedom Mortgage Corporation
by Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.,
as mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Academy Mortgage
Corporation, its successors and
assigns by assignment record-
ed in said Hampden County
Registry of Deeds at Book
25319, Page 491 for breach of
the conditions of said Mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing same will be sold at Public
Auction at 11:00 AM on March
20, 2025 at 70 Ruggles Street,
Palmer (Three Rivers), MA,
all and singular the premises
described in said Mortgage, to
wit:

That certain parcel of land,
with the buildings thereon, sit-
uate on Ruggles Street in Three
Rivers, in Palmer, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, bounded
and described as follows:

Beginning in the westerly
line of Ruggles Street, at a point
one hundred (100) feet north-
erly from the northerly line of
Lafayette Avenue, and thence
running westerly in a line paral-
lel with said Lafayette Avenue
one hundred (100) feet;

thence northerly in a line par-
allel with Ruggles Street, fifty
(50) feet;

thence easterly in a line par-
allel with said first mentioned
line, one hundred (100) feet to
said Ruggles Street;

thence southerly along said
Ruggles Street fifty (50) feet
to the place of beginning being
lot #17 (seventeen) on Plan of
Riverside Terrace made by F.
T. Westcott, C. E. dated July
1909, and recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds, File
290, Plan No. 2, to which plan
and record reference is hereby
made for further description.

This conveyance is made
subject to the conditions and
restrictions described in deed of
Charles E. Collins, Trustee, to
Charles H. Giroux, dated April
11, 1912, and recorded with
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds, Book 843, Page 397.
The premises are to be sold
subject to and with the benefit
of all easements, restrictions,
encroachments, building and
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, water bills, munici-
pal liens and assessments, rights
of tenants and parties in pos-
session, and attorney’s fees and
costs.

TERMS OF SALE: A
deposit of FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS
($5,000.00) in the form of a
certified check, bank treasur-
er’s check or money order will
be required to be delivered at
or before the time the bid is
offered. The successful bid-
der will be required to execute
a Foreclosure Sale Agreement
immediately after the close of
the bidding. The balance of the

purchase price shall be paid
within thirty (30) days from the
sale date in the form of a cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s
check or other check satisfacto-
ry to Mortgagee’s attorney. The
Mortgagee reserves the right to
bid at the sale, to reject any and
all bids, to continue the sale and
to amend the terms of the sale
by written or oral announce-
ment made before or during
the foreclosure sale. If the sale
is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The purchaser shall
have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee
or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
The description of the premises
contained in said mortgage shall
control in the event of an error
in this publication. TIME WILL

BE OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be

announced at the sale.

Freedom Mortgage Corporation
Present Holder of said
Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
23-011759

02/27, 03/06, 03/13/2025

Town of Monson
Invitation to Bid
Local Ad
Monson Fire Department
Addition / Renovation
Construction

The Town of Monson Massa-
chusetts, the Awarding Authority,
invites bids for the Monson Fire
Department Addition / Renova-
tion Construction project.

Bids are due on or before
2:00PM, local time, March 27,
2025 for Filed Sub-Bids and on
or before 2:00PM, April 8, 2025
for General Bids. All Bids will
be received -electronically via
Projectdog.com.

The scope of work consists of
the renovation of the existing fire
department offices and apparatus
bay, as well as a single story ad-
dition.

The General Contractor shall
be DCAMM certified in Gen-
eral Construction The Filed
Sub-Bidder DCAMM categories
for this project are as follows:
Masonry, Waterproofing D&C,
Roofing & Flashing, Tile, Acous-
tic tile, Glass & Glazing, Paint-
ing, fire Suppression, Plumbing,
HVAC, and Electrical. Plans and
Specifications are available at
www.Projectdog.com. Login and
reference project code 867152.
Refer to the bid documents for
specific bidder instructions and
requirements.

Bidding procedures shall be in
accordance with M.G.L. c. 149,
SS44A-44], as most recently
amended, and all other applica-
ble laws. Bids are subject to Pre-
vailing Wage Rates as required
by MGL c. 149, SS 26 to 27H.
The Town of Monson reserves
the right to reject any or all bids
if it is in the public interest to do
SO.

03/13/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P0384EA
Estate of:
Kenneth R Fontaine
Date of Death:
January 25, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of

Petitioner Jeremy P Fontaine
of Wales, MA

Petitioner Renee Snay of East
Brookfield, MA

Jeremy P Fontaine of Wales,
MA

Renee Snay of East Brook-
field, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-

cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

03/13/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execu-

tion of the Power of Sale con-
tained in a certain Mortgage
dated December 6, 2011 from
Regina Ann Gagne to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. as nominee for Bank of
America, N.A., its successors
and assigns, recorded with the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 19095, Page 42,
the undersigned U.S. Bank Trust
National Association, not in its
individual capacity, but solely
as trustee of the Truman 2021
SC9 Title Trust being the pres-
ent holder of said mortgage by
Assignment of Mortgage dated
January 22, 2014 from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Bank of
America, N.A., its successors and
assigns, to Bank of America N.A.
recorded in Book 20175, Page
261, Assignment of Mortgage
dated April 28, 2018 from
Bank of America N.A. to Select
Portfolio Servicing, Inc. record-
ed in Book 22151, Page 130,
and Assignment of Mortgage
dated May 24, 2022 from Select
Portfolio Servicing, Inc. to U.S.
Bank Trust National Association,
not in its individual capacity, but
solely as trustee of the Truman
2021 SC9 Title Trust recorded
in Book 24582, Page 348, for
breach of the conditions of said
Mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction at:

1:00 P.M., Monday, March
24,2025

upon the hereinafter-de-
scribed premises, known as and
numbered as 2140 Palmer Road,
Three Rivers (Palmer), Hampden
County, Massachusetts, all and
singularly the premises described
in said mortgage, to wit:

The land with the build-
ings thereon, situate on the
Southwesterly side of Palmer
Road, so-called, in the Village of
Three Rivers, Town of Palmer,
Hampden County, Massachusetts
bounded and described as fol-
lows:

Beginning at an iron pin in
the ground in the Southwesterly
line of said Palmer Road, and at
the Northeasterly corner of land
formerly of John Szczgyel, now
of one Zalazo, said iron pin being
located at a distance of one hun-
dred thirty -two (132) feet from
the Northwesterly corner of said
Zalazo’s land;

thence South 42 degrees 0’
West along said Zalazo line,
three hundred thirty and 25/100
(330.25) feet to an iron pin in the
ground;

Thence South 50 degrees 04’
East along said last named land,
sixty-six (66) feet to an Iron pin
in the ground in line of land of
one Amelia Baldyga;

Thence North 42 degrees 0’
East along said land of Amelia
Baldyga about three hundred
thirty (330) feet to an Iron pin in
the ground in the Southwesterly
line of said Palmer Road;

Thence Northwesterly along
the Southwesterly line of said
Palmer Road, sixty-six (66) feet
to the point of beginning.

Being the same parcel con-
veyed to Regina Ann Gagne
from Walter P. Kozik and Mary
A. Kozik, by virtue of a Deed
Dated 3/31/1989, Recorded
3/31/1989, in Deed Book 7131,
Page 3, as Instrument No. 17426
County of Hampden, State of
Massachusetts.

Assessor’s Parcel No: M;0067
L:000022

The above-described premises
shall be subject to all easements,
restrictions, municipal or other
public taxes, assessments, liens
or claims in the nature of liens,
outstanding tax titles, building,
zoning and other land use laws
and all permits and approvals
issued pursuant thereto, includ-
ing, without limitation, orders of
conditions, and existing encum-
brances of record created prior
to said Mortgage, if there be any.
Said premises are to be sold sub-
ject to the right of redemption of
the United States of America, if
any there be.

TERMS OF SALE: The
highest bidder shall be required
to make a deposit of $10,000.00
to the holder of said Mortgage,
in cash or by certified or bank
cashier’s check at the time and

place of said sale of said prem-
ises. The balance of the purchase
price is to be paid to said hold-
er in cash, by certified check or
bank cashier’s check, and there-
upon the deed shall be deliv-
ered, in thirty (30) days from
the date of sale at the firm of
Cunningham, Machanic, Cetlin,
Johnson, Harney & Tenney,
LLP, Attorneys for said holder,
220 North Main Street, Suite
301, Natick, Massachusetts.
The successful bidder shall be
required to sign a Memorandum
of Terms of Sale. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained
in said Mortgage shall control in
the event of an error in publica-
tion. Other terms, if any, to be
announced at the time and place
of sale.

U.S. Bank Trust National
Association, not in its individual
capacity, but solely as Trustee of
the Truman 2021 SC9 Title Trust,

By its Attorneys,

CUNNINGHAM, MACHANIC,
CETLIN,
JOHNSON, HARNEY &
TENNEY, LLP
220 North Main Street,
Suite 301
Natick, MA 01760
(508) 651-7524
02/27, 03/06, 03/13/2025

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE
TRIAL COURT
Docket Number:

25 SM 000627
ORDER OF NOTICE

To: Chad R. Graves; Jen-
nifer L. Graves a/k/a Jennifer
Leigh Szall

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
¢. 50 §3901 (et seq):

PennyMac Loan Services,
LLC

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Holland, numbered 54
Mashapaug Road, given by Chad
R. Graves, Jennifer L. Graves to
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Mortgage Research Center,
LLC dba Veterans United Home
Loans, dated June 13, 2014, and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
20313, Page 414, and now held
by the Plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a
complaint for determination of
Defendant’s/Defendants’ Service-
members status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before
April 21, 2025, or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper,
Chief Justice of this Court on
March 5, 2025.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
27311
03/13/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P0416EA
Estate of:
Holland E. Johnson
Date of Death: 12/30/2024
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner James H.
Johnson of Thorndike, MA.

James H. Johnson of Thorn-
dike, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration

from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

03/13/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provisions
of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 255,
Sec. 39A, the following ve-
hicles will be sold at public
auction for towing and stor-
age charges due: NISSAN
VIN:1N4AL11D06C268613
Christopher Serra 14 Duggan
Cir Springfield, MA; HONDA
VIN:3ZCRU6H39JG701186
Losto Properties 99 Chandler ST
Worcester, MA; JEEP VIN:1J8H-
G48K17C588598 Dawn Dawic-
ki 315 Lower Hampden RD
Apt A Monson, MA; NISSAN
VIN:3NICN7AP7CL910175
Jodi Membrino 77 Chestnut Hill
RD Millville, MA; NISSAN
VIN:3N1BC13E99L377944
Loni Otto 70 West Main ST
Ware, MA; CHRYSLER
VIN:3CF8Y68B62T270186
Alice Suprenant 316 Amherst
RD Pelham, MA; SIERRA
VIN:1TT1126B6P1008571
Angie Campos 129 Main St
#872 Ashaway, RI; NISSAN
VIN:JNIBJ1ICR9KW327845
Amanda Brown 44 Gage St
Apt 2 Augusta, ME; ACURA
VIN:19VDE1F3TDE020455
Eliezer Rodriguez 2175 Plank
RD Chesire, CT; LINCOLN
VIN:5SLMEU88H74ZJ30175
Edward Libera 39 Bourne St
Three Rivers, MA; CHEVY
VIN:1GCHK29U93E197403
Gregory Rozkuszka 255 West
St  Ludlow, MA; CHEVY
VIN:2G1WT57K091181374
Ruben Suarez 751 Fairbanks
Ave Cincinnati, OH; SUBARU
VIN:4S3BMBC69A3246926
Elizabeth Lund 12 Norbell St

Three Rivers, MA; MORITZ
VIN:4WXBD1721P1046879
Owner: Unknown; DODGE

VIN:2B3KA43G76H174241
Gabriel Morales 119 Stafford St
Apt 1 Springfield, MA; CHEVY
VIN:KL8CA6S98DC594049
John Walt 48 Smithfield Ct
Springfield, MA; CHEVY
VIN:2GCEK19TX41131357
Raymond Lavalley 3123 Main
St Bondsville, MA; NISSAN
VIN:IN4BA41E36C812803
Tammy Castagnaro 1021 Baptist
Hill Rd Palmer, MA.

This auction is to take place
on March 21, 2025 10:00 A.M. at
LaBontes & Son LLC, 241 Wil-
braham St., Palmer, MA 01069
03/06, 03/13, 03/20/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0432EA
Estate of:
Johan Theodor Leth-Steensen
Date of Death: 10/12/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

newspaper
correspondent

Journal Register seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

e Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative
has been filed by Johan Leth-
Steensen, Jr. of Brimfield, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Johan Leth-Steensen, Jr. of
Brimfield, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/31/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 04, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
03/13/2025

Town of Wales
Planning Board

In accordance with the provi-
sions of M.G.L. Ch 40A §11, the
Wales Planning Board will hold
a Public Hearing on March 31st,
2025, at the Wales Senior Cen-
ter (85 Main St.) at 6:00pm,
regarding the acceptance of a
new table of contents and num-
bering system throughout the
Town of Wales Zoning Bylaws.
Additionally, the public hearing
will also address the acceptance
of amendments made within the
following sections of the Wales
Zoning Bylaws; 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 4.1,
42,70,71.1,74,79,84,9. A
copy is available on the Town of
Wales website and is on file with
the Town Clerk where it is avail-
able for inspection during regular
business hours. Any person inter-
ested and wishing to be heard on
the acceptance of these amend-
ments should refer to the town
website (www.townofwales.net)
under Planning Board agenda. If
you have any questions or con-
cerns, please email planning@
townofwales.net.
03/13, 03/20/2025

More legals on page 14

Deanna Sloat

or email directly to
dsloat@turley.com
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Mmers of Sons of AMVETs Squadron 74 host. thannul Crn

AMVETs squadron 74 fundraiser

This past Sunday, the Sons of AM-
VETs squadron 74 held their annual
corned beef fundraiser. “We have done
this event for years and we sre grateful
for the support of the community” said
Tony Silva, Commander.

This year’s fundraiser produced
over 200 take out orders consisting of
a traditional Irish Corned Beef dinner.
Over two dozen members of the Sons
of AMVETS Squadron 74 participated
in the event.

“This event helps the Sons raise
money to continue to support local
Veterans and families as well as sup-
porting local civic programs. We at the
Sons are proud of what we accomplish

Dave Rice and Dave Coderre serve a meal.

MARCH 14 &
12-1

AMVETS 2150 MAIN

ST

FREE lunch for Veterans and a guest.

dventure fours of Warren e
Shure the Adven

S hile cwith us!

Sormgal & s Islands!
September

’

May 23 ......... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise....... from $17699

June 10-12....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28......... Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise.......... $175
July 12.......... Escape to Rockport.......................... $110
July 26........ Perkins Cove for a Day.................. $110

for our Vatersn community” said Silva.

Ross Karnbach delivers a take out meal to a patron.

APRIL 11

THREE

Rick Dulude, Mike Moynahan and Mike Matheau assemble the

take out meals

Turley staff photos

John Bigda and George Robichaud prepare a meal.

Public notices

TOWN OF MONSON
Public Hearing
Tuesday, March 25, 2025
7:00 PM Town Hall
110 Main Street, Monson, MA
Proposed FY25 CDBG
Application

The Town of Monson, in as-
sociation with the Pioneer Valley
Planning Commission, will con-
duct a public hearing regarding
the FY25 Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program. The
hearing will take place at 7:00
PM on Tuesday, March 25th,
2025, in person at the Town Hall,
110 Main Street, Monson, MA
01057. If the meeting is can-
celled due to inclement weather,
the hearing will take place during
the rescheduled Select Board
meeting.

The public is encouraged to
attend this hearing to discuss the
town’s FY25 application to the
Massachusetts Executive Office
of Housing and Livable Commu-
nities for up to $850,000 in avail-
able Community Development
Block Grant Funds. All persons
with questions or comments re-
garding the grant application will
have an opportunity to be heard.
Those unable to attend can send
written comments to the Mon-
son Town Hall, 110 Main Street,
Monson, MA 01057, Attn: Jenni-
fer Wolowicz.

The Town is encouraging input
on community needs and projects
which would benefit from grant
funding. Projects currently being
considered include an additional
phase of infrastructure improve-

RIVERS

ments on Harrison Avenue. Addi-
tional projects may be discussed
and may be included in the grant
application Additional commu-
nity needs that can be addressed
through the Block Grant program
will also be discussed.

Persons who require special
accommodations for the hearing
should contact the town at least
one week prior to the hearing
date at (413) 267-4100. For fur-
ther information contact Joseph
Hagopian at PVPC at (413) 781-
6045 or jhagopian@pvpc.org.
03/13/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P0414EA
Estate of:
Roger A. Rondeau
Date of Death: 12/09/2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner Cynthia A.
Matera of Palmer, MA
a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.
Cynthia A. Matera of Palm-
er, MA
has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.
The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure

by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

03/13/2025

More legals on page 13

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

VPG O NINECARION

46 Years and Counting...

v Interior/Exterior Paint
v Hardwood Flooring
v/ Tile & Vinyl Flooring
v Interior/Exterior Stains

PAINT STORE

v Wallpaper

v Carpeting

v Window Treatments
v ...and more

Cvenything You Need te
Caomplete Your Project

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

JohnsPaintStore.com ¢ 413-283-9427

Pioneer Plaza: 1240 Park Street, Palmer
Monday - Friday, 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

The Optical hop

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens
Designs Available

Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of
Designer Frames

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES

Maui Jim « Ray Ban

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit
& lenses for every lifestyle.

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com



