
By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Commu-
nity groups and town orga-
nizations are already laying 
the groundwork for a year-
long celebration of the Unit-
ed States’ 250th anniversary 
in 2026, known as the coun-
try’s “semi-quincentennial,” 
with a wide range of histor-
ical programs, exhibits and 
community events designed 
to highlight the town’s past 
while encouraging residents 
to participate in preserving 
its stories.

During a recent plan-
ning discussion hosted 
through the Palmer Public 
Library, organizers outlined 
an ambitious calendar of 
events leading up to and 
throughout the anniversary 
year. The effort aims not 
only to commemorate the 
town’s history but also to 
build public awareness and 
encourage participation 

from residents of all ages.
One of the first chal-

lenges organizers identified 
is simply getting people fa-
miliar with the anniversary 
itself.

“Part of our activities 
need publicity,” organiz-
er Helene O’Connor said 
during the meeting. “A lot 
of people don’t even realize 
that 2026 is the 250th anni-
versary.”

To help generate inter-
est, organizers are consid-
ering a playful promotional 
video featuring recogniz-
able community figures at-
tempting to pronounce the 
word “semi-quincentenni-
al,” culminating with a child 
delivering the correct pro-
nunciation.

Several events are 
planned throughout the 
spring and early summer to 
build momentum for the an-
niversary year.

One of the first major 
programs will take place 

during Patriots’ Day week-
end in April, when the 
Palmer Public Library plans 
to host an exhibit highlight-
ing a historic quilt created 
during the nation’s Bicen-
tennial celebration in 1976.

The quilt was original-
ly organized by late-Palmer 
resident Doris Nahabedian, 
who invited schools along 
the historic Henry Knox 
Trail to contribute squares 
designed by students; the 

route used by General Hen-
ry Knox to transport can-
nons from Fort Ticonderoga 
during the Revolutionary 
War.

Although three quilts 
were originally planned, 
only two were completed. 
One remains preserved in 
Palmer’s archives, while the 
second was presented to the 
Massachusetts State House. 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Town of-
ficials, firefighters and com-
munity members gathered on 
March 6 to welcome Senator 
Ed Markey, who visited the 
town to formally recognize 
a $1 million federal grant 
that will help fund renova-
tions and an expansion of 
the Monson Fire Department 
station.

The funding comes 
through congressionally di-
rected spending, often re-
ferred to as an earmark, and 
will support ongoing im-
provements to the town’s fire 
station. The grant represents 
a significant federal invest-
ment in public safety infra-
structure and will reduce the 
amount Monson taxpayers 
must contribute toward the 
project.

According to town offi-
cials, the fire station project 
carries an estimated total cost 
of approximately $6.6 mil-
lion. With the federal fund-
ing now secured, the portion 

expected to be covered by lo-
cal taxpayers will decrease to 
roughly $5.6 million.

“It’s a significant amount 
of money for sure,” said 
Monson Fire Chief Brian 
Harris. “Being able to bring 

back $1 million to Monson 
is a huge success for the fire 
department, the town and the 
citizens of the town.”

Town officials explained 
that the grant did not come 
easily. The Monson Fire De-

partment applied for the con-
gressionally directed funding 
two years in a row.

The department was ini-
tially notified during the first 
application cycle that it had 
been successful. However, 

federal budget cuts prevent-
ed the earmark from moving 
forward at that time. Officials 
reapplied the following year 
and were later notified that 
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PALMER – For gener-
ations of Palmer residents, 
the building now known 
as Schoolhouse Commons 
was once simply Park Street 
School at 1085 Park St., a 
place where thousands of 
local children spent their 
earliest years in the class-
room. Today, a growing 
collection of historic class 
photographs is helping to 
keep those memories alive.

According to Paula Ye-
lenik, who owns the Frame 
store within the School-
house Commons, she has 
been involved with organiz-
ing the photographs inside 
the building, Park Street 
School served the commu-
nity for more than nine de-

cades, operating from 1900 
until its closure in 1991.

“That’s 91 years,” Ye-
lenik said. “A lot of people 
went through this school.”

The building later 
found new life as School-
house Commons, but rem-
nants of its long educational 
history remained behind. 
When landlord Nelson 
Peace purchased the prop-
erty in the mid-1990s, just 
a few years after the school 
closed, he discovered a 
number of class photo-
graphs still inside the build-
ing.

Peace’s daughter, a 
photographer, enlarged 
many of the images so they 
could be displayed prom-
inently throughout the 

FinComm 
examines 
budget

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Public safe-
ty funding and Monson’s 
broader fiscal challenges 
were at the center of discus-
sion during the March 9 meet-
ing of the Finance Commit-
tee, where officials reviewed 
preliminary budget proposals 
for the Fire and Police depart-
ments as they prepare for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

The meeting, held at 
Town Hall and chaired by Fi-
nance Committee Chair Peter 
Fimognari, focused large-
ly on the Fire Department’s 
budget presentation by Fire 
Chief Brian Harris, followed 
by an overview of the Police 
Department budget by newly 
appointed Police Chief Nick 
Gasparini. The conversation 
highlighted growing opera-
tional costs, staffing needs 
and the difficulty of main-
taining services as the town 
confronts significant budget 
limitations.

Fire Department outlines 
operational pressures
Harris began the discus-

sion by distributing a detailed 
budget narrative and work-
sheet to committee members, 
explaining that the document 
was designed to proactively 
address common questions 
and provide a clearer over-
view of departmental needs.

According to Harris, the 
department has already made 
numerous reductions over 
several budget cycles and has 
reached a point where addi-
tional cuts could compromise 
operations.

“The fire department, 
like many others, has made 
significant cuts to our budget 
over the last several budget 
cycles,” Harris said. “It’s my 
findings that we can no longer 
sustain any additional cuts to 
our line items.”

One of the department’s 
most pressing needs involves 
equipment testing and re-
placement. National Fire Pro-
tection Association guidelines 
require annual testing of fire 
hoses and ladders to ensure 
safety and reliability. Harris 
said the department has been 
unable to conduct those tests 
for the past two years because 
of limited funding.

Historic school photos preserve memories at Schoolhouse Commons

MONSON

Plans underway to celebrate country’s 
250th anniversary

Yelenik holds up an example of a photo that was placed in the racks.    Turley photo by Abigail McCoy
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Markey visits Monson to award federal grant
MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palm-
er Town Council addressed a 
wide range of municipal is-
sues during its March 9 meet-
ing, including a temporary 
moratorium on battery energy 
storage systems, new tools for 
addressing neglected proper-
ties, budget challenges driv-
en by rising health insurance 
costs and a potential referen-
dum on merging the town’s 
four fire districts.

The meeting also includ-
ed recognition of a longtime 
volunteer, public comments 
from residents regarding in-
frastructure and taxes, and up-
dates on town projects and the 
upcoming fiscal year budget.

Battery Energy Storage 
Moratorium approved

Early in the meeting, 
councilors voted unanimously 
to approve Zoning Amend-
ment and Ordinance 2026-
02, establishing a temporary 
moratorium on battery energy 
storage systems in Palmer.

The measure had been 
discussed at two previous 
meetings and is intended to 
give town officials time to 
review potential zoning reg-
ulations and impacts related 
to large-scale energy storage 
facilities before allowing de-
velopment.

Volunteer honored in 
Community Spotlight

The council also rec-
ognized longtime volunteer 
Dave Cotter as the second re-
cipient of the town’s Commu-
nity Spotlight award. Cotter 
was recently named Massa-
chusetts Conservation Com-
missioner of the Year and has 
contributed more than four 
decades of volunteer service 
in Palmer.

BESS 
moratorium 
approved
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Monson Town officials gather with Senator Ed Markey and other representatives of the various counties of Massachusetts.
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By Abigail McCoy
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PALMER – This Patri-
ots Day weekend, the Town 
of Palmer will host a special 
historical exhibition celebrat-
ing a unique piece of Massa-
chusetts heritage: the Henry 
Knox Trail Quilt, originally 
created by students in 1976 to 
commemorate the journey of 
General Henry Knox during 
the Revolutionary War.

Originally organized by 
Palmer resident Doris Na-
habedian, the quilt project 
was part of the town’s Bicen-
tennial observances in 1975-
1976 and involved schools 
along the Knox Trail through-
out Massachusetts. The proj-
ect invited students to design 
and craft applique squares 
reflecting the significance of 
Knox’s march through their 
hometowns.

“The original idea was 
incredible,” said Helene 
O’Connor. “Doris coordinat-
ed participation across the 
state, ensuring students could 
contribute to something that 
was not just an art project 
but a celebration of American 
history.”

Two quilts were ulti-
mately completed. One quilt 
was gifted to the State House 
in Boston, while the other 
remained in Palmer’s town 
archives. The State House 
quilt has since gone missing, 
sparking ongoing efforts to 
locate it.

“The missing quilt is 
something of a historical 
mystery,” O’Connor noted. 
“We’ve reached out to librar-
ies, archives, and universities, 
but it hasn’t surfaced yet. We 
hope that this exhibition will 
help generate leads and may-
be even reconnect some of 
the original participants with 
their work.”

The Palmer-based quilt 
will be on display during 
the Patriots Day weekend 
event, alongside a photo-
graphic backdrop and other 
exhibition elements designed 
to highlight the artistry and 
historical significance of the 
project. Organizers empha-
sized that the exhibit will be 
family-friendly and engaging 
for all ages.

In 1975, the Palmer Bi-
centennial Commission sent 
letters to high schools along 
the Knox Trail, encourag-
ing students to participate. 
Each square was to include 
the name of the student, their 
school and class, and the town 
they represented. Handmade 
applique work using mus-
lin and cotton fabrics was 
required, and entries were 
judged by experts in quilting 
and representatives from the 
state Bicentennial Commit-
tee. Winners received certif-
icates and, in many cases, a 
$50 prize.

Despite the passage of 
nearly five decades, the stu-

dents’ work remains a pow-
erful testament to their contri-
butions to history. “Seeing the 
quilt for the first time at the 
Western Massachusetts Knox 
reenactment earlier this year 
was a real joy,” said O’Con-
nor. “People were amazed at 
the detail and creativity of 
the squares. Even towns that 
didn’t have a student submit 
a square were represented 
thanks to contributions from 
Palmer High students.”

The original contest rules 
were detailed and strict, en-
suring each square adhered to 
a standard size, material type, 
and design requirements. The 
goal was to produce three 
quilts: one for the Nation-
al Archives in Washington, 
one for the State Archives in 
Boston, and one for Palmer’s 
archives. While no third quilt 
was ultimately completed for 
the National Archives, the 
Palmer quilt stands as a last-
ing artifact of the Bicentenni-
al celebration.

Alongside the quilt ex-
hibition, the event will fea-
ture historical presentations, 
including a talk by a Knox 
Trail expert, intended to give 
attendees a deeper under-
standing of the historical sig-
nificance of the route and the 
march. Organizers hope this 
will enrich the experience and 
inspire future generations to 
connect with local and nation-
al history.

The search for the miss-
ing State House quilt contin-
ues, and organizers are asking 
for public help. Anyone with 
photographs, memorabilia, 
or information related to the 
original 1976 project is en-
couraged to reach out.

“This quilt is more than 
fabric and thread…it’s a piece 
of Massachusetts’ living his-
tory,” said O’Connor. “We 
hope to honor the students 
who participated, preserve 
their work, and perhaps even 
solve the mystery of the miss-
ing quilt.”

The Patriots Day week-
end exhibit promises to be a 
highlight of Palmer’s 250th 
anniversary celebration, com-
bining local history, artistic 
expression, and community 
engagement in a meaningful 
and memorable way.

For more information 
or to share photos or stories 
about the Henry Knox Trail 
Quilt, contact the Palmer 
Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion through the Palmer Pub-
lic Library.

Town to celebrate Henry Knox Trail Quilt next month

MONSON – Tuesday, 
March 31, the Friends of the 
Monson Free Library will 
hold a Swing into Spring 
Bake Sale in the DeSantis 

Community Room from 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. or until sold 
out.  

Members of the Friends 
will bake special treats for 

the sale, including  specially 
decorated cookies and bars, 
homemade pies and breads, 
cakes, chocolates, and gra-
nola.  

Many baked goods 
will have an Easter theme. 
Proceeds from the sale will 

be used to support library 
programs, including story 
hours, teen activities, mu-
seum passes, and various 
special events.  Membership 
cards will be available for 
those who wish to become 
members of the Friends.

Bake sale to be held at Monson Free Library

Submitted photos by Helene O’Connor

Members of the Palmer Historical Commission in January of 2026 having brought out the Palmer 
quilt for the Western Mass Knox re-enactment.

A photo from a Jan. 27, 1977 newspaper of the missing quilt that was given to the state house.

A student working on a quilt square for their school.

McNeely Tree Service
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• Bobcat Work
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• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation
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• Free Estimates (By Appointment)
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• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

The Palmer Fire District No. 1
Fire Department

12 Walnut Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-3861

Nomination Papers available for Board of Water Commissioners and 
Fire Prudential Committee. Nomination paper can be picked up at the 

Fire Department Headquarters at 12 Walnut Street 
or the Water Department at 10 Walnut Street. 

Deadline to obtain papers is April 15. 
April 22 is the deadline to submit nomination papers. 

Annual District Meeting is May 12, 2026.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

SQUIER OIL
Squier Oil is located in Monson since 1874.

We live, pay taxes, hire and donate here.
We are not from CT, Westfield, Hadley or Timbuktu!

We Maintain Our Own Service Department

We Sell Bio Friendly Fuel Oil
We Buy Contract To Protect Future Supply 

For Our Automatic Customers

Email: squieroil@verizon.net
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Animal lov-
ers and wellness enthusiasts 
had a unique reason to roll 
out their yoga mats this past 
weekend at Seven Railroads 
Brewing Company, where a 
one-of-a-kind “Bunny & Pig-
gies Yoga” class combined 
gentle exercise with furry 
companionship.

Organized by local an-
imal therapy and well-
ness advocate Ashley 
Bousquet, the event 
offered participants an 
all-levels Slow Vinyasa 
Flow class alongside some 
of the cutest animal guests 
imaginable: rescued pigs and 
bunnies. With classes run-
ning from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. on Saturday, March 7, 
attendees could enjoy a Pi-
lates session followed by 
yoga, each complemented by 
a drink token for participants 
over 21.

The stars of the event 
were two rescue pigs, Mar-
tha and Curly Fry, along with 
three rescued bunnies, Lola, 
Petunia, and Zena. Accord-
ing to Bousquet’s assistant, 
Paul Rekos, the pigs are 
“Cooney pigs,” a smart and 
sociable breed who thrive 
on interaction with humans. 
Martha, the older pig, and 
curly-haired Curly Fry were 
rescued from neglectful situ-
ations and now enjoy a hap-
py, healthy life.

The bunnies, mean-
while, were rescued from a 
hoarding situation in which 
hundreds of animals lived 
in cramped conditions. “The 
first time they ever saw grass 
was when we put them in 
their new outdoor enclosure,” 
Bousquet noted. The bunnies 
now have a large, safe area to 
roam and explore, with am-
ple space to hop, play, and 
socialize with participants 
during yoga.

Bousquet described the 
experience as more than just 
a workout. “Piggies are su-
per smart,” she said. “They 
love socialization, and the 
humans love them back. It’s 
wholesome and gives us a 
moment to be present in the 
middle of a busy world. It’s 
all about pausing, enjoying 
each other’s company, and 
being mindful.”

The event catered to par-
ticipants ages 7 and up, with 
floor and ground exercises 
accessible to all levels. At-
tendees were encouraged to 
bring their own yoga mats, 
though rentals were available 
for a small fee.

Looking ahead, 
Bousquet has more ani-
mal-themed wellness events 
planned. On Easter Eve, 
she’ll host a duckling and 
puppy yoga session in Au-
burn. Additionally, on April 
19, she will hold the 2nd 
Annual Rise Up and Thrive 
Holistic Health and Wellness 
Expo, featuring classes, sem-
inars, workshops, healings, 
food trucks, and vendors 
at Sally McDermott Dance 
Center in Auburn. Admission 
is free, and there are pro-
grams designed specifically 
for kids, including yoga and 

acro yoga.
As participants left the 

mat, many noted how the 
presence of the rescued an-
imals added an extra layer 
of joy and comfort to their 
practice. In a world that often 
moves too quickly, the com-
bination of mindful move-
ment and animal companion-
ship proved to be a refreshing 
reminder to slow down and 
savor the moment.

Bunny and Piggy YogaBunny and Piggy Yoga

Food was spread out over the floor so the pigs would be 
attracted to it and roam around.

The room was crowded with people prepped and ready to do yoga with specialist Ashley Bousquet.

Martha the pig was very friendly and many people gave her pets.

Pictures were also taken of the two hogs before the class started.

Curly Fry showed a lot of cu-
riosity!

The bunnies were pretty skittish due to the number of people.

117 Main Street
Monson

(In the Adams Plaza)
413-267-0195

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm

Saturday 9am-6pm
Sunday closed

COLORS
Nail and Spa

NAIL & HAIR SERVICES

hops into 
community

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

One of the bunnies was brave enough to explore the room.
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Dan Flynn
dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The
Journal Register

@ Journal Register

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

The Journal Register (USPS 418-940) 
is published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393,  

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

to The Journal Register,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
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Viewpoints

One of my fa-
vorite seed 
a n d 

plant catalogs 
of all time 
is Richters 
Herbs (rich-
ters.com). I 
look forward 
to the paper 
copy arriving 
in the mail by 
early December.  

The company is 
out of Ontario, Can-
ada, and offers 
over 1,200 unique 
v a r i e t i e s , 
mostly herbs 
of all kinds 
with a few vege-
tables thrown 
in for good 
m e a s u r e . 
I’ve ordered 
from them f o r 
well over t w o 
d e c a d e s and think 
their products are just great, 
everything from common 
culinary herbs to unique me-
dicinal plants and everything 
in between, even dye plants 
and ornamentals.  

I love how the seeds 
are packaged in foil lined 
envelopes and quantities 
are liberal, often giving you 
enough seed for two or three 
years of sowing, depending 
on the variety. On occasion I 
have had to order plants that 
I couldn’t find locally and 
despite the distance, they ar-
rive in good shape.  

Basil (Ocimum spp) is 
one plant in particular that 
we typically order seed of, 
and we will soon be starting 
it indoors. The Richters cat-
alog boasts 29 varieties, and 
we grow nine of them in the 
Paul Rogers Herb Garden at 
Old Sturbridge Village.  

A 
trip to our 

herb garden in 
season is really 

worthwhile. Who 
doesn’t like Italian or Geno-
vese basil? Picture the pesto!  

But in addition to our 
old favorites, there is lemon, 
anise, cinnamon and spice, 
each with fragrant leaves. 
Looking for unique foliage? 
Try dark opal, whose leaves 
are tinted dark purple or 
bush basil, whose tiny leaves 
altogether make a round 
globe of a plant, and who 
could leave out lettuce leaf, 
with its crinkled pale green 
leaves.  

Over the years I have 
found that there are just a 
few obstacles to growing 
great basil. Seeds should be 
planted indoors – rarely will 
they do well from an outdoor 
sowing.  

Start basil about the 
same time that tomatoes are 
sown, in mid to late March. 
Make shallow furrows and 

space the seed one-eighth 
of an inch apart in 
rows within a small 

pot or seed 
pack.  When 
true leaves 

form pluck 
out the tiny 
s e e d l i n g 

and trans-
plant it into a cell of 
a four or six pack, 

or an individual tiny 
pot.  

Grow on in-
doors until the 

weather improves. 
Basil is particularly cold 

sensitive, so be sure that all 
danger of frost has passed 
before transplanting it into 
the garden.   

Downy mildew dis-
ease was discovered to be 
prevalent some years back. 
While I don’t take any par-
ticular precautions, and my 
basil shows little sign of 
the familiar leaf blotching, 
Richters does offer seeds of 
resistant varieties for you to 
try if this disease has been 
troublesome in your garden.

Basil foliage has also 
been known to burn if plant-
ed outdoors without a period 
of hardening off.  For this 
reason, gradually get seed-
lings used to bright sun and 
wind over the course of a 
week before planting in the 
ground.  

Provide your trans-
plants with fertile, well-
drained soil in a sunny spot. 
If, over the course of the 
summer you notice that the 
leaves are no longer grass-
green, but instead are pale 
or even turning brown, your 
plants may have a nitrogen 
deficiency. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
The Trump Adminis-

tration is saying that now 
there will be no taxes on 
Social Security benefits. 
Since we’re getting ready 
to start our 2025 income 
tax return, can you explain 
how this all works? 

Signed: 
Confused Taxpayer

 
Dear 
Confused Taxpayer: 

You are obviously 
referring to the so-called 
“One Big, Beautiful Bill” 
and how that bill affects 
income tax on your Social 
Security benefits. And this 
is because of the publicity 
surrounding the so-called 
“one big, beautiful bill”  
enacted last year, which 
claims to “eliminate in-
come tax on Social Securi-
ty benefits.” Well, that bill 
did, yet technically didn’t, 
fully eliminate income tax 
on benefits.” Allow me to 
explain. 

The OBBB does elim-
inate income tax on most 
SS benefits, but it does so 
in a somewhat unique way 
– by providing an addition-
al $6,000 (per person) de-
duction to your federal tax-
able income as reported to 
the IRS. Thus, you will pay 
less total income tax when 
you file your taxes with the 
IRS because of that addi-
tional deduction to your 
taxable income. 

The extra deduction is 
available to those over age 
65 and is meant to offset 
the income tax which will 
still be levied by the IRS 
on the SS benefits you re-
ceived in 2025. Essentially, 
the rules governing income 
tax on Social Security ben-
efits have not changed. 

The IRS will still levy 
income tax on your SS 
benefits if your combined 
income from all sources 
(known as your “provi-
sional income”) is over 
$32,000 as a married cou-
ple filing jointly or more 
than $25,000 if you file as 
an individual. If your pro-
visional income is below 
the threshold for your IRS 
filing status, you will pay 
no income tax on your re-
ceived 2025 SS benefits. 

But if your provi-
sional income exceeds the 
threshold for your IRS fil-

ing status, then somewhere 
between 50% and 85% of 
your received SS benefits 
will be taxed (how much 
SS income to be taxed de-
pends on your combined 
income in 2025). By now, 
you should have received 
form 1099-SSA which ad-
vised of your 2025 Social 
Security income, including 
any income tax you had 
withheld from your SS 
benefits. 

This income should be 
reported when submitting 
your 2025 income tax re-
turn. If your “provisional 
income” is over $32,000 
as a married couple filing 
jointly (or over $25,000 as 
an individual filer), then 
your 2025 SS benefits will 
still be taxed by the IRS. 
But when completing your 
2025 Income Tax Return, 
you will also be able to 
claim an additional $6,000 
per person ($12,000 if you 
file jointly), which will 
likely offset any income 
tax you must pay due to the 
SS benefits you received in 
2025. 

If you use a tax prepar-
er or tax preparation soft-
ware, they will guide you 
through this calculation. 
Note, too, that the $6,000 
per person deduction 
amount will be less if your 
combined taxable income 
is more than $150,000 as 
a married couple (or more 
than $75,000 as a single 
filer). 

Be aware, though, that 
the OBBB is temporary tax 
accommodation which ex-
pires after tax year 2028. 
And that’s because the pro-
cess used to pass the bill in 
Congress (a “budget recon-
ciliation” process) didn’t 
actually change SS law; 
rather it provided a way 
around it to offset income 
tax paid on SS benefits. 

So, to recap, the IRS 
can still levy income tax on 
your received Social Secu-
rity benefits but, because of 
the OBBB, you will likely 
also (depending on your 
provisional income level) 
receive an extra deduction 
which offsets any taxes 
calculated on your Social 
Security benefits.

Finally, be aware that 
if your first husband also 

Is there income tax on 
Social Security benefits?

The Year 
The Winter Came

Let the juncos sing its merry tune,
As if all the storm were for them;

And bough to bough their jingling chorus
Sounds like a familiar hymn.

Set to bells aringing from window to feeder
And off past an evergreen they fly,
As those inside bend stiffly to think

Of going outside – to echoes of liberty.

And trudge through the snow that gathers for all,
That would cover any passing parade -
And the winds raged its wintry heart,

Where there was no color or much shade,
When the blizzard fell down upon us

And briefly, one people made.

– Charles Barnes

POETRY CORNER

On March 2, I received 
an email from a 
Worthington resident 

that he just saw a red-winged 
blackbird.

Male red-winged black-
birds arrive before the fe-
males. They are one of the 
first birds to return to northern 
breeding grounds, arriving in 
late February or early March.

Red-winged blackbirds 
are abundant songbirds, who 
inhabit marshes, wetlands 
and fields. The male is glossy 
black with bright red and yel-
low shoulder patches or ep-
aulets. Females have streaked 

brown plumage. 
The highly territorial 

males often sit on high perch-
es, singing and displaying 
their epaulets. Their “conk-
la-ree” is heard frequently. 
They are known for “dive 

bombing” crows, hawks and 
even humans to defend their 
territory. They primarily eat 
insects such as beetles, drag-
onflies and moths during the 
breeding season and seeds 
and grains during fall and 
winter.

They nest in loosely as-
sociated colonies in shrubs or 
cattails and are found across 
most of Northern America. 
They are polygamous and a 
single male may mate with up 
to 15 different females in his 
territory. Red winged black-
birds can form huge roosts 
during the winter of up to a 
million birds.

Brimfield resident
A Brimfield resident sent 

an email recently. He said, 
“On Saturday I was driving 
to West Springfield to put up 
some picture at the library for 

An herb catalog and a favorite herb
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male red-winged blackbird

Basil

Dark-eyed Junco
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As residents finish the 
last of the Valentine’s candy, 
prepare income tax records, 
and keep an eye on the Ken-
tucky Derby hopefuls, anoth-
er annual ritual is underway: 
school budget season.

According to recently re-
leased data from the Massa-
chusetts Department of Edu-
cation, the Commonwealth’s 
statewide student enrollment 
now stands at 890,622 — a 
decline of 14,685 students 
from the previous year. While 
that number may appear 
modest at first glance, such a 
shift creates significant com-
plications for a state budget 
process that is largely driven 
by per-pupil funding.

At the same time, Mas-
sachusetts finds itself at the 
conclusion of the six-year 
funding framework estab-
lished under the Student Op-
portunity Act. Central to that 
formula is each community’s 
ability to meet the state-de-
termined local contribution 
requirement, which is based 
on known property and in-
come levels for FY27. Under 
the Act’s design, the state as-
sumes responsibility for 41 
percent of defined education-
al costs, while municipalities 
are expected to shoulder 59 

percent. Whether one agrees 
with that ratio or not, there 
appears to be little appetite at 
the Commonwealth level to 
revisit or rebalance this divi-
sion of responsibility.

As municipal leaders 
and school officials craft 
their budgets, they do so 
within tight timelines and 
often with projected rather 
than confirmed revenue fig-
ures. In most cases, needs 
and requests exceed avail-
able resources. The pace of 
confirmed state assistance is 
further slowed by uncertainty 
surrounding federal funding 
decisions, leaving local of-
ficials to plan amid moving 
targets.

The result is a fiscal pro-
cess that can feel painstak-
ingly slow, almost snail-like, 
while residents wait to under-
stand the eventual impact on 
their household finances.

As a retired public ser-
vant, I encourage patience 
and thoughtful support for 
those charged with shaping 
our fiscal future. The work is 
complex, the constraints are 
real, and the stakes for our 
communities could not be 
higher.

Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick
Monson

Dance of the Snails

It’s usually good news 
when the doctor says 
you or a loved one can 

come home from the hospi-
tal. Sometimes, though, it’s 
a mixed blessing.

Hospital discharge 
sometimes means that fur-
ther hospital care won’t 
improve someone’s health 
condition, and the hospital 
is eager to get someone else 
in that bed. People are dis-
charged faster these days, 
often with significant linger-
ing health issues that have to 
be seen to.

In the hospital, there’s a 
staff of nurses, nurse aides, 
therapists and others to care 
for you or a loved one. When 
you get home, though, it’s 
just you and maybe a spouse 
or other family member. 
That’s why the home health 
industry is booming.

In 2020 (the most re-
cent data available), approx-
imately 3 million patients 
received home health care 
services in the U.S., often 
following a hospitalization 
or skilled nursing facility 
stay. They are being cared 
for by some 12,000 home 
health agencies, more than 
80 percent of which are 
for-profit companies.

Home health is some-
thing patient advocates 
know a lot about – and 
there’s a lot to know. Here 
are some of the things I’ve 
learned over my years as an 

RN and nurse advocate.
Prepare in advance

if you can
A best-case scenario is 

that you know you’ll need 
some help when you get 
home. For every day you 
spend in a hospital, you 
lose a month of muscle tone 
and mobility, so depending 
on how long you’ve been 
hospitalized, you may need 
considerable help.

Will you need a walk-
er or wheelchair? Shower 
chair? A first-floor sleeping 
arrangement? A bedside 
commode? These are all 
things that can be planned 
for if you know they’re 
coming. Very often, hos-
pitals have social workers 
who help patients navigate 
after-hospital care. Medi-
care has a thorough dis-
charge planning guide on 
its website; search Medicare 
Publication No. 11376 in 
your browser.

Other things to think 
about are trip hazards like 
small pets and throw rugs 
and having some ready-
made or frozen meals on 
hand.

Arrange for help 
in advance, too

A spouse may be stand-
ing by, but they may need 
help themselves. Adult chil-
dren, friends or neighbors 
may be able to pitch in. If 
there’s no one you can call 
on for help – and more than 

50 million Americans over 
50 are aging on their own – 
it’s time to contact a home 
health agency. A patient 
advocate, who is likely fa-
miliar with the home health 
landscape in your area, is a 
good resource and go-be-
tween.

The cardinal rule is: 
Ask for assistance when you 
need it to avoid further com-
plications from falls, lack 
of nourishment or lapses in 
personal care.

Understand what 
Medicare covers

Home health care 
spending grew at an annual 
rate of more than 10% in 
2024, and shows no signs of 
slowing down. A significant 
chunk of the spending  in 
2023 – $148 billion – was 
by Medicare. But Medicare 
doesn’t cover everything, so 
you may have out-of-pocket 
expenses.

M e d i c a r e - c o v e r e d 
home health services in-
clude skilled nursing 
care, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and 
speech-language patholo-
gy services when ordered 
by a doctor. Part-time or 
intermittent home health 
aide care is covered only 
if you’re also getting those 
services at home.

Skilled nursing care 
can include wound care, in-
jections, nutrition services 
and monitoring unstable 
health conditions. Medicare 
also covers durable med-
ical equipment when pre-
scribed by a doctor, such as 
beds, walkers, wheelchairs, 
pumps and oxygen.

Medicare doesn’t pay 
for 24-hour a day care, meal 
delivery, homemaker ser-
vices or personal care ser-
vices that help with bathing, 
dressing, grooming, etc.

Questions to ask 
a home health agency

There are a zillion 
questions you could ask, but 
I think these are among the 
most important:

• How long has this 
agency been in business 
and is it licensed to perform 
home health care?

• Can you provide ref-
erences, or can I speak with 
previous clients?

•  Do you accept long-
term care insurance, Medi-
care or Medicaid? If so, do 
you bill insurance, or do 
clients pay you and then file 
for reimbursement?

• How do you recruit 
and select caregivers, and 
do you perform background 
checks?

• Are your caregivers 
employees or contractors? 
Are they bonded?

• Can I meet caregiver 
candidates and select the 
ones I want?

• What should I do if 
my caregiver doesn’t show 
up as scheduled?

• How often is the care 
plan reviewed?

• How do I communi-
cate concerns and questions 
to you?

Research has found 
that patients who recover at 
home have better outcomes, 
which is why the hospi-
tal-at-home movement is 
growing. So if you’re going 
to be recuperating at your 
place, don’t go it alone.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered 
nurse and board-certified 
patient advocate, is the 
founder of www.NurseAd-
vocateEntrepreneur.com, 
which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become suc-
cessful private patient ad-
vocates.  A Monson, MA 
resident, she is the author 
of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself 
& Your Loved Ones” and 
her new book, “Advocating 
Well: Strategies for Finding 
Strength and Understanding 
in Health Care,” available 
at Amazon.com.   Contact 
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com to set 
up a free phone consulta-
tion.

Advice on care at home after the hospital

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

predeceases you, you will 
then become eligible for a 
surviving ex-spouse benefit 
from him, even if he has re-
married. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 

for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  
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an exhibit. Some members 
of the Allen Bird Club are 
displaying photographs there 
for the month of March. On 
the way I stopped by a nest in 
Ludlow that bald eagles have 
used for at least three years.”

In Brimfield, he said, 
“Lately we have been seeing 
a Cooper’s several times in 
the yard and a broad-winged 

hawk was seen on  Feb. 22. 
The broad-winged hawk sat 
in a tree in front of the house 
for over an hour. Last year a 
pair of broad-wings had a nest 
on the  next door neighbor’s 
property. They could see the 
nest from their deck, but I 
was never able to see the nest 
walking around near where 
they described its location.”

Turkey vultures
On Feb. 11, the Brimfield 

resident saw a turkey vulture 
in the center of Palmer near 
the intersection of Routes 20 
and 32. This week, his wife 
saw 25 turkey vultures flying 
above that area. They often 
see vultures soaring over that 
area and the first of the year 
shows up in mid-February. 
He said, “I believe the vul-
tures nest in the area, possi-
bly on or near Mount Dump-
lin that is just north of the 

turnpike ramps.”
Other birds and more

The Brimfield residents 
still has lots of junco about 
as well as a healthy the gray 
squirrel population. Recently 
they saw two and sometimes 
three red squirrels. He is en-
joying the longer days and 
looking forward to warmer 
temperatures.

Red-tailed hawk
A Rutland couple saw a 

red-tailed hawk quickly grab 
a gray squirrel her husband 
shot. They watched it hungri-
ly consume a “warm meal” in 
the yard. They moved their 
feeder nearer to the house due 
to the deep snow. They have 
lots of black-capped chicka-
dees and woodpeckers come 
to the new location 

Bluebirds
An Oakham resident sees 

bluebirds on a daily basis. She 

enjoys watching them.
People may report a bird 

sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer 
office has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may be 
left. I will publish the number 
as soon as it is set up.

BIRDS  ❙  from page 4

I usually have had to 
“top dress” my basil twice 
after planting, each time 
with a sprinkling of bal-
anced organic fertilizer and 
some aged compost. Usually 
they green up in a matter of 
days.

Basil has the insatiable 
desire to flower. We must 
“deadhead” or the plant will 
fulfill its earthly desire to 

reproduce by making and 
dropping seed, all at the ex-
pense of foliage production.  

Since we grow this 
plant for its leaves and not 
its seed, or its flowers for 
that matter, clip away the 
buds at the first sign of them. 
Another challenge to basil 
growing has been the Japa-
nese beetle.  

Basil leaves riddled 
with chew marks should 
best be removed. Japanese 
beetles are relatively easy 

to hand pick in the morning 
and at night.  

A gentle tap on a leaf 
will easily knock beetles 
into a wide mouth jar of 
soapy water positioned 
underneath. Ideally, basil 
leaves should be harvested 
after the dew has dried in the 
morning but before the sun 
shines too brightly; at that 
particular time its oils are 
the most pungent.

Enjoy the new catalog 
recommendation and be sure 

to get those basil seeds start-
ed by the end of the month.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Viewpoints
SCHOOL

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email 
journalregister@turley.com.
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Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have 
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form 
and as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

VENDORS FOR THE BAYSTATE WING HOSPITAL 
GIFT SHOPPE

March Vendors
March 18 - How Charming
March 26 - Weleful Weavers
March 30 - Wicked Good Treats
March 31 - Geriations & Sew On

March 28
Join Here Today Adopted Tomorrow for our “Spay”ghetti 

Supper Fundraiser on Saturday, March 28, 2026, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. at St. Thomas Parish Center, 1076 Thorndike St, 
Palmer, MA. Enjoy a delicious dinner prepared by a profes-
sional chef, mingle with fellow cat lovers, and support our 
shelter cats and community programs. Advance Tickets: $15 
adults, $10 seniors & kids. Enter our raffle for fun prizes 
and take part in a night of good food, great company, and 
feline-friendly fun. Can’t attend but want to help? Consider 
becoming a sponsor! Learn more at https://www.heretoday-
sanctuary.org/supper.

March 30
Public Supper to benefit the Ware Community Garden. 

Hosted by Ware Grange and Ware Senior Center.   Enjoy a 
dinner of Chicken Marsala, roasted potatoes, carrots, salad, 
roll, drinks, and cream puffs for dessert. $15 per person. Join 

us on Monday, March 30, from 6 to 7 p.m., at the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Rd, Ware, MA. Please RSVP in advance 
to waregrange164@gmail.com or call 413-284-1135. Join us 
for a good meal in support of the creation of Ware’s new com-
munity garden.

ONGOING 
2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program Beginning Septem-

ber 11th and running through May on Thursdays at PHCC.
Does your child love dancing and acting? Have they always 
been interested but never tried? All levels and ages 5 plus wel-
come! (Drama students must be able to read.) Also offering 
Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance Classes. Students must be 
available for show date in May. Date TBD. Adult class stu-
dents can dance in show or choose not to as long as requested 
ahead of time. Contact: trulytorie2000@gmail.com for more 
info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or 
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check 
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations. 

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice 
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For 
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd., 
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking, 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month 
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild 
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues 
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, 
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, 
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own. 
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required – just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER 
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is 
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State 
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. 
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for 
details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

“This year we need to 
test the hoses and ladders and 
replace some of the hose as 
necessary,” he said, noting 
that these safety checks are 
essential for maintaining op-
erational readiness.

Another area of uncer-
tainty involves the operation-
al costs of the town’s recently 
renovated fire station. Harris 
explained that the department 
is still determining the full 
cost of heating and powering 
the updated building.

The electricity line item 
in the proposed budget re-
flects a notable increase due 
to anticipated energy con-
sumption as well as changes 
related to the town’s net-me-
tering credit programs.

Staffing structure 
a major concern

Harris also emphasized 
the need to strengthen the 
department’s command struc-
ture by creating additional 
shift officers.

Currently, only one of 
the department’s three shifts 
has a designated officer. Har-
ris told the committee that the 
lack of leadership coverage 
during some shifts presents 
operational concerns.

“A critical need of the de-
partment is to establish shift 
officers,” Harris said. “I have 
one shift that has one officer 
and the other two shifts do 
not. Simply put, if the chief 
is not around, there’s nobody 
left in charge.”

Instead of adding a high-
er-level chief officer position 
previously discussed in past 
years, Harris recommended 
creating lieutenant positions 

for the remaining shifts as a 
more immediate and afford-
able solution. The estimated 
cost increase for the two ad-
ditional lieutenant positions 
would be about $41,000, with 
the roles filled by current 
EMT personnel beginning at 
the lowest step of the lieu-
tenant pay scale.

The department is also 
advocating for a paid Depu-
ty Emergency Management 
Director. Harris explained 
that emergency management 
responsibilities currently fall 
largely to the Select Board 
chair, who may not have the 
training necessary to manage 
large-scale emergencies.

Rising operational costs
Several mandatory op-

erational expenses are also 
rising, Harris noted. One ex-
ample is the environmental 
waste line item associated 
with pumping the station’s 
oil-water separator, a required 
environmental protection 
measure. The cost of that 
service has increased signifi-
cantly and must be funded 
regardless of broader budget 
constraints.

Despite these pressures, 
Harris described the overall 
proposal as largely a “level 
services” budget, meaning it 
is designed to maintain ex-
isting services rather than ex-
pand them.

Fire Department 
revenue sources reviewed

During the presentation, 
Harris also provided a break-
down of revenue generated 
by the department. Combined 
revenue sources total approx-
imately $738,207 and include 
ambulance receipts, Medicare 
reimbursements through the 

federal CPE program, ambu-
lance subscription fees, per-
mit fees, donations and funds 
generated through previous 
override allocations.

Finance Committee 
members asked how those 
revenues are distributed with-
in the town’s financial system.

Harris explained that am-
bulance receipts are deposited 
into a “receipts reserved for 
appropriation” account, al-
lowing those funds to be real-
located to department needs. 
Other revenues, such as per-
mit fees, are deposited into 
the town’s general fund.

Funds from the ambu-
lance receipts account were 
recently used to purchase a 
new ambulance without direct 
taxpayer cost, Harris noted.

The chief also discussed 
the department’s ambulance 
subscription program, which 
provides residents with re-
duced costs for ambulance 
services. While subscription 
participation has increased 
slightly, Harris said expand-
ing the program is limited by 
the cost of mass mailing out-
reach materials.

Historical budget trends
To provide additional 

context, Harris presented a 
historical comparison of de-
partmental budget line items 
spanning roughly two de-
cades.

The comparison showed 
significant increases in sala-
ry and wage costs over time, 
largely reflecting contractual 
obligations and rising per-
sonnel expenses, while many 
operational line items have 
remained relatively flat, with 
some still comparable to fig-
ures from 20 years ago.

Harris said the data illus-
trates the department’s effort 
to minimize financial impact 
on the town while maintain-
ing service levels.

Police Department 
budget presented

Following the fire budget 
discussion, Police Chief Gas-
parini provided an overview 
of the Police Department’s 
proposed budget.

Gasparini noted that sev-
eral financial details remain 
uncertain as the town con-
tinues negotiations with the 
police union, which could af-
fect salary figures in the final 
budget.

He also discussed the im-
portance of maintaining the 
department’s clerical position 
despite financial pressure to 
cut staff.

Gasparini said the posi-
tion plays an important role 
in assisting residents and 
providing in-person support 
at the police station, which 
many community members 
prefer over remote or auto-
mated services.

Cruiser 
replacement needs
Police Chief Gasparini 

also addressed the depart-
ment’s need to replace aging 
patrol vehicles.

Police cruisers accumu-
late significant engine hours 
because officers often leave 
them idling while responding 
to calls or operating onboard 
equipment. As a result, ve-
hicle wear can occur more 
quickly than with typical mu-
nicipal vehicles.

The proposed cruiser 
purchases include both the 
cost of the vehicles and the 
specialized equipment needed 

to outfit them for police use.
Gasparini referenced a 

comment from former Police 
Chief John Kozlowski that re-
flects the challenge of relying 
heavily on overtime staffing.

“Overtime is great until 
you don’t want it anymore,” 
Gasparini said, quoting Ko-
zlowski in reference to the 
strain overtime can place on 
staffing and budgets.

Townwide 
budget challenges

The public safety discus-
sions took place against the 
backdrop of broader fiscal 
pressures facing the town.

Officials said depart-
ments have been asked to 
prepare for potential budget 
reductions of approximately 
7.5% as the town works to 
balance its finances.

A large portion of the 
municipal budget consists of 
fixed costs such as salaries, 
health insurance and pension 
obligations, leaving limit-
ed flexibility for reductions 
without affecting services.

Town officials also dis-
cussed the possibility of a 
Proposition 2½ override, 
which would allow the town 
to raise additional tax reve-
nue beyond the state-imposed 
limit. However, several par-
ticipants noted that overrides 
can be difficult to pass and 
require strong community 
support.

One town official sum-
marized the challenge by not-
ing the need to identify which 
services are legally required 
and which might be consid-
ered non-core.

“We have to look at what 
are the core foundational ser-
vices that the town is legally 

required to provide and what 
are the non-core services that 
aren’t required,” the official 
said.

Additional 
financial considerations

The meeting also touched 
on several broader issues af-
fecting town finances.

Officials are working 
to better allocate electrici-
ty credits generated through 
net-metering agreements so 
that the town receives the 
greatest benefit, particularly 
as electricity demand increas-
es with the upgraded fire sta-
tion.

Both the Fire and Police 
departments also reported 
difficulties recruiting and re-
taining personnel. Harris and 
Gasparini noted that younger 
candidates increasingly prior-
itize work-life balance, which 
has made staffing more chal-
lenging in recent years.

Town leaders are also ex-
ploring ways to consolidate 
building maintenance respon-
sibilities under a Director of 
Facilities position to improve 
long-term upkeep and reduce 
emergency repair costs.

Next steps
As budget discussions 

continue, officials said a Tri-
Board meeting involving the 
Finance Committee, Select 
Board and School Committee 
will be scheduled to review 
budget proposals and dis-
cuss potential solutions to the 
town’s financial shortfall.

The Finance Commit-
tee is expected to continue 
reviewing departmental bud-
gets in the coming weeks as 
the town moves closer to fi-
nalizing its fiscal year spend-
ing plan.

FINCOMM  ❙  from page 1
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Snow Be Gone 
Challenge end 
on March 20

MONSON – On Satur-
day, February 28, the Mon-
son Arts Council kicked off 
a fundraiser/membership 
drive titled the “Snow Be 
Gone Challenge “.  

Everyone is invited 
to guess the day that the 
snowbank at the Monson 
post office will disappear 
and become a puddle.

It is $20 to place your 
guess, which gives you an 
automatic membership to 
the arts council.

The winner will re-
ceive a $200.00 prize. The 
challenge ends March 20, 
sign up at www.monso-
nartscouncil.org.

Pasta for a 
Purr-pose

PALMER – Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow (HTAT) 
invites all animal lovers to 
our annual “Spay”ghetti 
Supper fundraiser at the St. 
Thomas Parish Center in 
Palmer on Saturday, March 
28, 2026. 

Enjoy a delicious 
chef-prepared meal while 
helping the very cats in our 
community! Whether you’re 
a true party animal or simply 
want to make a difference, 
it’s a great way to support a 
good cause with friends and 
family. Plus, enjoy raffles, 
prizes, and plenty of fun 
throughout the evening!

Each year, HTAT sees 
more cats pawing at its doors 
for help. As prices rise, ev-
eryone feels the strain—but 
many people don’t realize 
that rising costs affect pets, 
too. It’s not just veterinary 
care that has exploded; as 
food and housing prices rise, 
many loving pet owners find 
themselves struggling to keep 
up. When life becomes over-
whelming, cats can be the 
ones caught in the middle.

That’s where HTAT 
steps in. Events like the 
“Spay”ghetti Supper make 
our support possible, help-
ing us provide food, shelter, 
and care for cats who might 
otherwise fall through the 
cracks.

HTAT Executive Di-

rector Rachael Max says 
the event is a chance for the 
community to come together 
while making a real differ-
ence. “ ‘Spay’ghetti Supper 
is one of our most popular 
events of the year,” said Max. 
“It’s always a fun night, but 
it also plays an important 
role in helping us continue 
our work with cats who need 
a little extra care and atten-
tion.”

The “Spay”ghetti Supper 
takes place at the St. Thomas 
Parish Center in Palmer on 
Saturday, March 28, 2026, 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Advance 
tickets are $15 for adults and 
$10 for seniors and kids un-
der 12, while limited door 
tickets will be available at 
$20 for adults and $15 for 

seniors and kids. To purchase 
tickets, visit www.heretoday-
sanctuary.org or call 413-
324-8224. 

If you are local and need 
assistance feeding or caring 
for your pet, HTAT can help. 

Local cat owners can spay 
or neuter their cats for $80 
or less, and strays and ferals 
can be fixed for free! Visit 
www.heretodaysanctuary.org 
to learn more about our com-
munity assistance programs. 

Here Today Adopted Tomorrow‘s “Spay”ghetti Supper

Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSet 

Tutors: English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

GOT BUGS? SPAM? HACKERS? 
Learn how to rid yourself of these pests! 

Get answers at Top Floor Learning’s 
Computer Security Class, March 25, 1 p.m.

Brought to you by Post Computer, 
cost $20 pre-registration encouraged. 

Call 413-544-6600

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Apply Today!

Help our community’s small businesses thrive with 
personalized and local advertising solutions.

Ad Sales Consultants

NOW 
HIRING

A Sales Career That Helps 
Our Community Thrive

Join our team!  Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling advertising for our 
12 community newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills.  Basic computer skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred  but we will train the right candidate. 

Local News & Community In Print & Online

Turley Publications

Offering a competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Palmer  Senior Center

DEADLINE
The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays. 
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 

email Editor at journalregster@turley.com 
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an 
email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393. 

Corrections may also be requested in writing at:  
Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069

PALMER – The Palmer 
Democratic Town Committee 
announces that Palmer Dem-
ocrats will convene for the 
Annual Caucus on Saturday, 
March 21, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Palmer Public Library 
to elect 5 delegates and 4 al-
ternates to represent Palmer 
at the 2026 State Democratic 
Convention. 

Registered and pre-reg-

istered Democrats in Palmer 
at least 16 years old may vote 
and be elected as delegates or 
alternates during the caucus.

Youth (16-35), people 
with disabilities,   people of 
color, veterans, members of 
the LGBTQ+ community not 
elected as delegates are en-
couraged to apply to be add-
on delegates at the caucus or 
by visiting massdems.org/

massdems- convention.
The 2026 State Demo-

cratic Convention will be held 
at the DCU Center in Worces-
ter, MA on Friday, May 29 
and Saturday, May 30, 2026.

Those interested in get-
ting involved with the Palmer 
Democratic Town Committee 
should contact Chairperson 
Kathy Burns at Palmerdems@
icloud.com or 413-313-9579.

Palmer Democratic Caucus 
to be held on March 21

MONSON – The Mon-
son Town Clerk’s Office an-
nounces that nomination pa-
pers are now available for the 
Annual Town Election to be 
held on June 9, 2026. 

The following slate of 
offices are available:

Select Board,1 Seat, 
term 3 years    

Town Clerk, 1 Seat, 
term 3 years  

Board of Assessors, 1 Seat, 
term 3 years  

School Committee, 2 Seats,
 one term 2 years   
one term 3 years  

Water/Sewer Commission, 
1 Seat, 

term 3 years  
Cemetery Commission, 

1 Seat, 
term 3 years  

Parks and Recreation 
Commission, 1 Seat, 

term 3 years  
Housing Authority, 1 Seat, 

term 5 years  
The deadline to obtain 

nomination papers is Thurs-
day, April 16.

For inquiries contact the 
Monson Town Clerk’s office 
at 413-267-4115 or email: 
townclerk@monson-ma.gov.

Monson nomination papers 
available for town election

BRIMFIELD – Join us 
Monday, March 16 at 10:30 
a.m. for an engaging presen-
tation at the Brimfield Senior 
Center, “The Wonder & Mag-
ic of Tea” with herbalist Salli 
Greene from Alternatives for 
Health in Sturbridge.     Salli 
began her work with herbs in 
1977 at Quincy Marketplace 
in Boston, where she sold live 
plants and handmade prod-
ucts. Over the years, her in-
terest in culinary and aromatic 
herbs grew into a lifelong pas-
sion. 

After returning to Stur-
bridge in 2001, Salli expanded 
her gardens and deepened her 

studies. In 2004, she complet-
ed a 10month herbal program 
that introduced her to medic-
inal herbs—a transformative 
experience that led her to fur-
ther study in Belize with Ros-
ita Arvigo and with renowned 
herbalist Rosemary Gladstar. 
She now teaches Rosemary 
Gladstar’s 10month Herbal 
Apprenticeship. 

During this program, 
Salli will demonstrate how to 
blend teas to support overall 
health. Join us for an infor-
mative session, along with tea 
and light refreshments.  Please 
call 413-245-7253 to reserve 
your seat; space is limited. 

Herbalist comes 
to senior center

Friday, Movie Matinee
12:30 p.m. with drinks and 

popcorn 

March 13, “Fools 
Gold” is a 2008 American 
romantic action comedy film 
from Warner Bros. Pictures 
about a recently divorced 
couple who rekindle their 
romantic life while searching 
for a lost treasure. 

March 20 “People we 
met on Vacation” is a 2026 
American romantic comedy 
film directed by Haley Polar 

opposites, Poppy wants to 
explore the world while Alex 
would prefer to stay home 
with a good book, but sur-
prisingly they become best 
friends after sharing a car to 
their small Ohio hometown 
from Boston. They live far 
apart, but for a decade they 
have shared one week of 
summer vacation togeth-er, 
which finally leads to a deep-
er connection. 

March 27 “Ford VS Fer-
rari” Academy Award-win-
ners Matt Damon and Chris-
tian Bale star in FORD v 
FERRARI, based on the re-

markable true story of the vi-
sionary American car design-
er Carroll Shelby (Damon) 
and the fearless British-born 
driver Ken Miles (Bale), who 
together battled corporate in-
terfer-ence, the laws of phys-
ics, and their own personal 
demons to build a revolution-
ary race car for Ford Motor 
Company and take on the 
dominating race cars of Enzo 
Ferrari at the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans in France in 1966. 

Monday Evening 
Programs 
4:30 p.m. 

March 9, Baked Potato 
Bar with all the Fixings fol-
lowed by Trivia 

March 16, Brian 
from BCBS “Presentation 
on Medicaid” with Light 
Snacks to Follow 

March 18, at 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. St Pat’s 
Party with Memory Lane 

March 23, Spaghetti 
and Meatballs Dinner/Pic-
tionary to Follow 

Join the center for a 
4-part series “Introduction 
to the Quabbin on Monday, 
March 30, April 27, May 25 
and June 29
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BRIMFIELD – St. 
Christophers Church lo-
cate at 16 Sturbridge Rd., 
Route 20, Brimfield, and 
St. Patrick’s Church at 22 
Green Street in Monson 
are co-hosting a Lent-
en Mission March 16 to 
March 19. 

The mission title Our 
Walk in Faith will be led 
by Fr. David Gunter MIC 
of the Marian Fathers of 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion from the National 
Shrine of Divine Mercy in 
Stockbridge. The talk will 
be at 7 p.m. each evening. 

St. Christopher’s will 
host Monday and Tuesday, 
while St. Patrick will host 
on Wednesday and Thurs-
day. Each night Fr. Gunter 
will lead you on a spiritu-
al journey to awaken and 
deepen your faith during 
this holy season of Lent. 

The event is free and 
open to all. For more in-

formation contact St. Pat-
rick’s s at 413-267-3622. 
Father Gunter will also 
offer the masses the week-
end before and will hear 
confessions on the week-
end and each evening prior 
to the talk at 6pm.

The parishes are led 
by Father Jack Brennan 
who shares these thoughts 
“The season of Lent is a 
time to reflect, listen with 
our hearts and pray. 

It echoes’ Christ’s 40 
days in the dessert as a 
period of transformation 
and a return to the Lord 
through prayer. To make 
room for grace by prac-
ticing Almsgiving through 
generosity of heart and 
choosing compassion over 
convenience.”  

Both parishes wel-
come visitors and all who 
wish to attend are invited 
to join us throughout the 
year. 

Walk in faith 
Lenten Mission 
open to all 

BRIMFIELD – Save 
the date! On Saturday, 
June 13, 2026, a communi-
ty-wide celebration marking 
the 250th anniversary of our 
nation’s freedom will take 
place in Brimfield. In recog-
nition of this year’s historic 
milestone, a full day of re-
membrance and celebration 
is planned. All are welcome 
to attend the day’s events, 
which include the following: 
Revolutionary War themed 
cemetery tours, a ceremony 
at the town common gaze-
bo, a parade, and fun-filled 
festivities at the Brimfield 
Winery. The evening will 
close out with a spectacular 
fireworks display.

Additional details and 
updates will be available 
through the Friends of His-
toric Brimfield event web-
site: www.fohbrimfield.
org. Tax-deductible dona-
tions can also be made in 
support of this celebration 
through this website, and 
in gratitude, donors will be 

recognized in the event pro-
gram. Donations can also be 
mailed to: Friends of Histor-
ic Brimfield, P.O. Box 52, 
Brimfield, MA 01010 with 
“Spirit of Brimfield” in the 
memo. 

This event is current-
ly being sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Army Na-
tional Guard and Classic 
Hits 97.7 fm. If you or your 
company are interested 
in any level of corporate 
or business sponsorship, 
please visit the event web-
site at www.fohbrimfield.
org. Additional volunteers 
are needed for both plan-
ning and to help with activ-
ities during  the event, or if 
you are interested in putting 
a float in the parade, contact 
Friends of Historic Brim-
field at (413) 239-0288 for 
more information. 

Be sure to save the date 
for this celebration of the 
founding of our country! 
More information will fol-
low.

Brimfield to mark 
250th Anniversary 
of Independence

PALMER – Do you 
enjoy hiking, mountain bik-
ing, hunting, fishing, or oth-
er outdoor recreation? Are 
you interested in protecting 
local land, water, and wild-
life?  Are you curious about 
Opacum Land Trust, land 
conservation, or how you 
could get involved? Join 

Opacum Land Trust for their 
Annual Meeting Breakfast. 
All are welcome to this free 
event! This free breakfast 
will be held on Saturday, 
March 21 at Pathfinder High 
School, Panek St, Palmer, 
MA from 10 a.m. to noon.

In addition to local con-
servation updates, attendees 

will hear from guest speaker 
and Director of Rural Af-
fairs of Massachusetts, Anne 
Gobi. Director Gobi will 
speak about her involvement 
with the MILUS (Massachu-
setts Integrated Land Use 
Strategy) Project and PILOT 
(Payments in Lieu of Taxes) 
commission and how they 

relate to conservation in the 
state.

Remember To RSVP – 
Please RSVP by March 6. 
You can RSVP on our web-
site at https://www.opacum-
lt.org/events, through the 
Facebook event, or call the 
Opacum Land Trust office at 
(508) 347 – 9144.  

Public invited to Opacum’s annual breakfast

Advertise Your Business Here Contact Dan Flynn at (413) 297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 
BUSINESSBUSINESS
CONNECTIONCONNECTION

Locally owned 
businesses 

here to 
serve you!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

REGION – The Valley 
Press Club, based in Spring-
field, Mass., will award 
$1,000 scholarships to high 
school seniors in Western 
Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut who are inter-
ested in pursuing a career in 
journalism.

• The Valley Press Club 
Scholarships, funded by con-
tributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students 
planning careers in print, on-
line or broadcast journalism.

• The Republican Schol-
arship, funded by The Re-
publican, is for students 
living within the newspa-
per’s circulation area who 
are planning careers in print 
journalism.

• The 22News Schol-
arship, funded by WWLP-
22News is for students plan-
ning careers in broadcast 
journalism.

• The MassLive Schol-
arship is for a Massachusetts 
high school senior planning to                                                        
pursue a career in print, on-
line or broadcast journalism/
communication. This schol-
arship is available to a stu-
dent who is underrepresented 
in the field of journalism and 
is planning to attend an insti-
tution of higher education in 
the field.

• The Edward J. Malley 
Jr. Memorial Scholarship, 
established in memory of a 
chief photographer for the 
Springfield Newspapers, is 
for students planning careers 

in photojournalism.
• The Rhonda Swan 

Memorial Scholarship, es-
tablished in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, 
editor and author, honors 
her legacy by supporting 
students from the Greater 
Springfield area who aspire 
to careers in journalism and 
bring voices and perspectives 
that have been historically 
underrepresented in the field.

Primary emphasis is 
placed on career goals, writ-
ing ability, scholastic apti-
tude and overall achievement 
as measured by an appli-
cant’s high school transcript, 
class rank, academic awards, 
SAT scores and extracurric-
ular activities. The deadline 
for submissions is April 10, 
2026.

Scholarship applica-
tions are available at www.
ValleyPressClub.com or high 
school guidance offices. Ap-
plications may be sent by 
mail to Noreen Tassinari, 
Scholarship Chair, Valley 
Press Club, P.O. Box 5475, 
Springfield, Mass. 01102 
or electronically to NTassi-
nari77@gmail.com

Over the course of six 
decades, The Valley Press 
Club has presented over 
$140,000 in scholarships to 
eligible students. The Valley 
Press Club consists of active 
and retired journalists and 
public relations profession-
als from corporate and non-
profit organizations.  

Valley Press Club Scholarships 
available for journalism students

In the classroom

UMass Amherst announces 
fall 2025 Dean’s List

 
AMHERST – The following students were named to the 

Fall 2025 Dean’s List at the University of Massachusetts Am-
herst.

  Brimfield
Broderick Dalton Custance, Ella Victoria Petersen, Eliza-

beth Rose Shaw, Abigail Kathryn Stattenfield, Malahny Yanay 
Wedderburn

Holland
Abigail S Grillo

Monson
John Edward Daly, Madison Amber Farquhar,  Jennifer 

Gralia, Dante Rashaad Jones, Richard Lin, Margaret Elizabeth 
Menard, Victoria Jane Miller, Ciara Marie Monaghan, Kayla 
Ashlyn Murphy, Kylee Teixeira and Alison Mei Jie Weber

Palmer
Zackary Joseph Andre, Vanessa K Baer, Grace J. Maria 

Cosby, Sara-Mae Fosberg, Daniele Weidlich De Gennaro Freit-
as, Charlotte Mary Kaiser, Grace Callan Kaiser, Luke Stephen 
Kwasniewski, Keyshla Nannett Lorenzo, Sharon Dinara New-
ton and Sara O’Connor

Wales
May Marie Adams and Claire Theresa Godek
Students are appointed to the Dean’s List at the end of a 

semester in which they have completed a minimum of 12 grad-
ed credits and have earned a grade point average of 3.500 or 
better.

COLLEGE NOTES

with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 
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PALMER – Last Sunday, 
Mar. 1 at Pathfinder Tech, 
Palmer 5/6 Suburban Basket-
ball won its playoff opening 
game against Mohawk Pio-

neer, scoring the victory 46-
28. Palmer would move on to 
face Belchertown in the next 
round. Palmer would go 7-9 
during the regular season.

ORANGE – On Thurs-
day, Feb. 26, the Palmer High 
School girls basketball team 
was defeated by host Mahar 
Regional High School in the 
opening round of the Division 
5 state tournament 64-35.

Palmer reached the state 
tournament by finishing in 
the top 32 in Division 5 with 
a 9-11 total record. 

In the first round match-
up with Mahar Regional, the 
Senators were able to get 
out to a first start to pace the 
game with a 14-4 run. Palmer 
would come back with a bet-
ter second quarter, but could 
not stop Mahar’s offense, 
heading to halftime training 
30-16. The Panthers would 
not be able to mount any kind 
of comeback from there.

Addyson Petrashewicz 
had Palmer’s best perfor-
mance, scoring 15 points to 
lead the Panthers in the de-
feat. Palmer finished at 9-12.

Panthers 
season 
ends 
in first 
round

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Last 
March, for the first sever-
al years, it was gorgeous 

weather for the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Road Race.

More than 6,000 people 
participated in this year’s 
event, with nearly 5,000 par-
ticipants finishing the 10K, 

or 6.2-mile course.
It was Samuel Whittaker 

of Salem, CT, who finished 
the race in 31:24. Alex Cor-
bett, who placed second in 
last year’s race, came in 23 

seconds later at 31:47.
The top female finisher 

was Angelia Rafter at 34:13 
and she placed 12th overall. 
Rafter is from Glastonbury, 
CT.

Among local finishers, 
Matt Provost of Monson was 
19th overall at 35:09. Ryan 
Davis of South Hadley was a 
close 20th at 35:10. Lindsay 
Smith of South Hadley fin-
ished 22nd at 35:12.

While the race course, 
commonly known as a 
“hilly” course throughout 
downtown Holyoke ending 
with a turn off Beech St. 
and up the hill on Hampden 
St. toward the finish line re-
mained largely the same, 
there was one noticeable 
change in this year’s event.

Presidential Timing 
took over the official timing 

St. Patrick’s Day Road Race set to kick off big weekend

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame announced the team 
rosters for the 2026 Western 
Massachusetts Senior High 
School All-Star Games. On 
Friday, Mar. 20, the Hall of 
Fame will host the 2026 All-
Star event on the Jerry Col-
angelo Court of Dreams at 
the Hall of Fame. Sixty of 
the region’s top seniors were 
selected from different divi-
sions to participate in the final 
high school contests of their 
prep career.

“We are honored to wel-
come Western Massachusetts’ 
top high school basketball 
players to the 15th annual All-
Star celebration at the Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame,” said 
John L. Doleva, President and 
CEO of the Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. “This 
event is a special opportunity 
to recognize the hard work 
and achievements of these 
outstanding seniors, and we 
invite the community to join 
us as they take the court one 
final time in their high school 
careers.” 

A committee of local 
coaches and media members, 
representing each division 
on both the boys’ and girls’ 
sides, selected the teams. Us-
ing the designated classes for 
the PVIAC Tournament, the 
players will be divided into 
six teams: two girls’ teams, 
two boys’ teams of Class A 
and B players, and two boys’ 
teams of Class C and D play-
ers. Only graduating seniors 
are eligible for the All-Star 
Games. Rosters are on the 
next page. 

For the 15th year, the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame will recognize one boy 
and one girl as the Western 
Massachusetts Players of the 
Year. A special presentation 

Alexander Cartier 
shoots ahead of 

pressure.

Nathan Drewnowski over-
comes a block and shoots.

Connor Baer is focused as he shoots.

Julian Bayanilla gets plenty of air on this shot.

Landon Chevalier eyes the hoop. AJ Braden goes for the opening tip.	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The participants are off in the 48th running of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race last March.     Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Palmer wins
playoff opener

Seniors 
headed to 
All-Star 
Games

ALL-STAR GAMES

ROAD RACE

ALL-STAR   ❙   page 10RACE   ❙   page 10
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T RO I S - R I V I È R E S , 
QC –  The  Worcester Railers 
HC (25-22-5-2, 57 pts) fell in 
a shootout to the Trois-Riv-
ières Lions (26-24-1-3, 56 
pts) on Sunday, Mar. 8, with 
a final score of 3-4 at the 
Colisée Vidéotron, in front of 
a crowd of 2,010. The Railers 
are back in action on Wednes-
day, March 11th against the 
Norfolk Admirals at the DCU 
Center for a 7:05 p.m. puck 
drop.

Trois-Rivières struck 
first on Sunday afternoon, as 
Jacob Dion (1-2-3) gave the 
Lions a 1-0 advantage just 
0:59 seconds into the first 
off a redirect from a Railers 
defenseman’s skate. The Li-
ons grew their lead to 2-0 at 
6:22 as Mathieu Bizier (1-
0-1) sank a one-timer from 
the left circle. Riley Piercey 
(1-1-2) picked up the first 
goal for the Railers unas-

sisted at 6:47 in the second 
on a rush from the defensive 
zone. Calle Odelius (1-0-1) 
tied the game for Worcester 
just shy of eight minutes later 
with a point shot through the 
pads of Benjamin Gaudreau. 
Trois-Rivières closed out the 
second with a late power play 
goal from Isaac Dufort (1-1-
2), which regained the Lions’ 
lead heading into the third (3-
2). Worcester tied the game 
once more as MacAuley Car-
son (1-0-1)  narrowly snuck 
the puck between the pads 
of Gaudreau (3-3). Carson’s 
goal pushed the game into ex-
tra-time. Nicholas Girouard 
claimed the only goal scored 
in the five-round shootout for 
the Lions’ narrow 4-3 win. 

Trois-Rivières picked 
up the game’s first goal just 
59 seconds into play. Jacob 
Dion (5th) capitalized on the 
Lions’ first shot of the game, 

as a lucky bounce off Calle 
Odelius’ skate put the puck 
in the back of the net. An-
other goal for Trois-Rivières 
at 6:22, this time a one-timer 
from Mathieu Bizier (2nd) 
along the inner edge of the 
left faceoff circle, put the Li-
ons ahead 
by two. 
Cam Mc-
Donald 
a n d 
A n -
t h o n y 
P o u l i n 
came to 
b l o w s 
with just 
over a min-
ute remaining 
on the clock. Both 
men headed to the box 
for roughing to serve their 
first half of the penalty. As 
the period came to a close, 
Worcester remained shut out 

by Trois-Rivières goaltender 
Benjamin Gaudreau. Worces-
ter outshot Trois-Rivières 10-
9, and both teams finished the 
first period with one penalty 
apiece. 

Worcester was eager to 
close the growing gap cre-

ated by 
Trois-Riv-
ières in the 
first. Ri-

ley Piercey 
(4th) fired 

a shot in the 
left corner 
over Gaudreau 
and shrunk 
Trois-Rivières’ 

two-goal lead to 
one at 6:47. Piercey 

gained quick possession 
in Worcester’s zone off the 
faceoff and made a 2-on-1 
rush down the near boards 
alongside Max Dorrington. 
Calle Odelius (2nd) kept the 

scoring going for the Railers 
at 14:29. The puck remained 
loose in the Lions’ zone af-
ter a quick initial save from 
Gaudreau. With a rebound 
that ricocheted off the right 
boards, Odelius stepped up 
to the puck and fired it be-
tween the legs of Gaudreau 
and evened the board at two 
apiece. The tie game didn’t 
last long, however, as Isaac 
Dufort (9th) closed out the 
second with a slapshot to 
beat Gahagen with 16 sec-
onds remaining on the Lions’ 
power play and just 1:24 left 
in the frame. Worcester tied 
Trois-Rivières with shots 
on goal at 10 each. The two 
teams also tied in penalties 
with two each.

MacAuley Carson (3rd) 
kept the game alive for the 
Railers as he tucked the puck 
through Gaudreau’s five-hole 
at 11:24. Max Dorrington 

set up the play as he entered 
the zone with just one hand 
on his stick and set Carson 
up for the goal with a quick 
pass. Carson’s goal was the 
only one scored in the third 
period and pushed the game 
into overtime. Shots on goal 
favored Worcester with 9 to 
Trois-Rivières’ 8. Worcester 
and Trois-Rivières were even 
with penalties at two.

As overtime came and 
went, neither team found the 
back of the net for the ex-
tra frame of play, and both 
Worcester and Trois-Rivières 
were forced into a shootout. 
In the end, it was Nicolas Gir-
ouard for the Lions that came 
out on top and lit the lamp 
for a fourth and final time in 
the fifth round for a 4-3 final 
in favor of Trois-Rivières. 
Worcester trailed in total 
shots on goal by two, with 33 
to Trois-Rivières’ 35. 

Worcester Railers fall to Trois-Rivières Lions in shootout

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com
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Addyson Petrashewicz
Palmer High School

In the final matchup of the season for Palmer High 
School girls basketball in the state tournament, 
Petrashewicz led the Panthers with 15 points.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 
413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League 
WARE – The Wednes-

day Night Bondsville League 
at Roll-A-Way Lanes has 
reached the month of March. 

After 25 weeks of league 
candlepin bowling, Sandri 
holds the top seed with a re-
cord of 109-66. Fire Moun-
tain, the team that held on to 
first place since the start of 
the season, has now dropped 
to second place with a record 
of 104.5-70.5. 

During week 25, Night 
Hawks bowled against Fire 
Mountain. In game one, Fire 
Mountain won by a score of 
489-460. Rick Trott of Fire 
Mountain began the match 
by bowling a 112. Gavin Sin-
clair of Night Hawks began 
with 113.

In game two, Fire Moun-
tain won again by a score 
of 469-452. In game three, 
Night Hawks won the last 
game by a score of 497-478. 
Sinclair finished strong with 
132 and a three-game series 
of 352. Gary Delisle of Fire 
Mountain finished with 115. 

The final score was 
1436-1409 in favor of Fire 
Mountain. Night Hawks get 
two points and have a record 
of 96-79 after 25 weeks.

Team UMass bowled 
against Ironmen in week 
25. In game one, Ironmen 
won by a score of 489-454. 
Pete Swistak of Ironmen had 
the highest game of 132. 

His teammate, Billy Brunk, 
bowled a 111 to start. 

In game two, Team 
UMass won by a score of 
488-464. Brunk bowled well 
with 121 in game two. 

In game three, Team 
UMass won again by a score 
of 464-449. Swistak finished 
with 121 and a three-game 
series of 353. 

The final score was 
1406-1402 in favor of Team 
UMass, who move into 
fourth place with a record 
of 90.5-84.5. Ironmen are in 
fifth place with a record of 
87-88. 

The Flaming Bowling 
Balls (FBB) bowled against 
Zeke’s Freaks in week 25. 
In game one, Zeke’s Freaks 
pulled ahead and won 442-
438. Zeke Sicard of Zeke’s 
Freaks bowled over his aver-
age with 113. 

In game two, Zeke’s 
Freaks won again by a score 
of 437-418. Ryan McCarthy 
of FBB had the highest game 
of 104. 

In game three, FBB de-
feated Zeke’s Freaks by a 
score of 478-457. The final 
score was 1336-1334, just a 
two-pin victory for Zeke’s 
Freaks. 

Spare Parts Bud bowled 
against Sandri in week 25. In 
game one, Sandri defeated 
Spare Parts Bud by a score 
of 496-482. Sue Horton of 
Sandri began with 138. Mad-
ison Jebb of Spare Parts Bud 
bowled well over her league 
average with 108. 

In game two, Sandri won 
again by a score of 490-428. 

Horton bowled 139 in game 
two during her team’s win. 

In game three, Sandri 
won for a three-game sweep 
over Spare Parts Bud, 479-
470. Horton finished with 97 
and a three-game series of 
374. Rich Picotte of Sandri 
finished strong with 143. 

The final score was 
1465-1380 in favor of San-
dri. 

Cannonballs bowled 
against P&J Meats in week 
25. In game one, Cannon-
balls defeated P&J Meats by 
a score of 472-450. 

In game two, P&J Meats 
struck back and won 463-
452. Shaun Midura of P&J 
Meats bowled 107 in game 
two. 

In game three, Cannon-
balls won the last game by a 
score of 453-439. The final 
score was 1377-1352 in fa-
vor of Cannonballs. 

Slow Burners bowled 
against the Snapper in week 
25. In game one, Snappers 
defeated Slow Burners, 492-
450. Andy Tombor of Snap-
pers began the match with 
126. His teammate, Eddie 
Stachowicz, began with 110. 

In game two, Snappers 
and Slow Burners tied, 457-
457. As a result, each team 
receives one victory point. 

In game three, Snappers 
won by a score of 491-469. 
Tombor finished with 114 
and a series of 326. Jody 
Orszulak of Slow Burners 
finished with 117. The final 
score was 1440-1376 in fa-
vor of Snappers, who go 6-1 
against Slow Burners. 

Candlepin League News

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com
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Swing on by The Roadhouse Cafe! 
Specials Are Served All Week 

And Breakfast Is Served All Day!
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Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

duties after 4RUN3 went out 
of business last year. Those 
looking for more results from 
the events can go to www.
presidentialtiming.com to 
look at more specific results 
from the race. Like previous 
timers, you can look up peo-
ple by name and bib number 
to get more specific results.

This year, the road race 
is set to take place on Satur-
day, Mar. 21 with the main 
race beginning at 1 p.m.

This year’s race would 
feature runners from all over 
the region, the state, and 

surrounding states as many 
are preparing for the Bos-
ton Marathon, set to take 
place in just under a month. 
Many runners over the years 
have enjoyed using the St. 
Patrick’s Day Road Race as 
practice for the marathon 
because of the challenging 
hills throughout the streets 
of Holyoke that runners must 
navigate through.

While there has been 
a considerable amount of 
snowfall this past winter, the 
Holyoke DPW will have the 
streets utilized in the race 
ready to go for both run-
ners and spectators. Helping 
matters has been the recent 

warmer weather that has 
helped accelerate the melting 
a lot of the snow.

For participants in this 
year’s race, Runner numbers 
and bib-tags can be picked up 
on Friday, Mar. 20 from 3 to 6 
p.m. They can also be picked 
upon Saturday morning be-
tween 9 a.m. and 12 noon.

There will be free shuttle 
service going form Holyoke 
Community College to the 
race area. The shuttle will 
drop runners off at the Mater 
Dolorosa School parking lot 
outside of the clothing drop. 
Race officials advise using a 
shuttle by 12 noon in order to 
make the start of the race.

RACE  ❙  from page 9

will be made for the recip-
ients during halftime of one 
of the participating games. 
A panel of local media 
members selects the award 
winners, who are recog-
nized for their achieve-
ments on the court as well 
as their sportsmanship and 
character off the court.

Participants in the 
Boys Class C and D game 
include: Ware’s Jack 
Gaudreau and Brady Gui-
mond, Palmer’s Dylan 
Doherty, Gavin Smola, and 
Stephen Fredette, Mahar’s 
Jayden Delgado, Granby’s 

Zavien Fernandez, and 
Monson’s Austin Mea-
cham.

In the girls game, 
participants include: Min-
nechaug’s Cailin O’Brien, 
Kelly Cronin, and Eliza-
beth Woytowicz, Mahar’s 
Hayden Comeau, and Aga-
wam’s Isabella Laprise,

And in the Boys A 
and B game, participants 
include: Holyoke’s Jordan 
King-Perilli, Chicopee’s 
Dominic Garcia, Belcher-
town’s Jake Pacunas, Min-
nechaug’s Miles Fergus, 
Chicopee Comprehensive’s 
Brody Fay, and South Had-
ley’s Isiah James.

ALL-STAR  ❙  from page 9

Samuel Whittaker crosses the 
first line first overall.
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TOP DOLLAR PAID
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GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Organizers say the location of 
the State House quilt is cur-
rently unknown.

The search for the miss-
ing artifact has become an 
unexpected research project 
tied to the anniversary cele-
bration.

“We’re desperately try-
ing to find it,” O’Connor said, 
noting that inquiries have 
already been made with ar-
chives, universities and his-
torical collections across the 
state.

The April event will dis-
play the surviving quilt and 
may also include a histori-
cal presentation on the Knox 
Trail, by regional historians. 
A community bicycle parade 
is also being discussed as a 
possible addition to the same 
weekend.

Throughout the spring, 
additional programs are 
planned to engage residents 
in a variety of ways.

A puzzle competition 
scheduled for May 4, a chal-
lenge the library has hosted 
before, will challenge teams 
to complete identical puzzles 
in a race against the clock. 
Organizers say the competi-

tion has become surprisingly 
intense in past years, with 
some teams reportedly prac-
ticing in advance.

Another event will fea-
ture historian and performer 
Rita Parisi of Waterfall Pro-
ductions presenting “Woman 
of ’76,” a program highlight-
ing women who played im-
portant roles during the Rev-
olutionary War era.

Musical events are also 
planned, including a brass 
band concert on June 6 at the 
Palmer AMVETS, funded 
through the Palmer Cultural 
Council. A second patriotic 
brass performance is sched-
uled for June 7 at St. Paul’s 
Church.

Later in the season, or-
ganizers are planning a “70s 
Trivia Night,” which will in-
clude questions spanning the 
1770s, 1870s and 1970s. Par-
ticipants will be encouraged 
to dress in attire representing 
any of those decades.

The centerpiece of the 
celebration will take place 
in June, commemorating a 
unique moment in Palmer’s 
Revolutionary history.

Historical records show 
that Palmer signed its own 
declaration of independence 

on June 17, 1776, weeks be-
fore the national Declaration 
of Independence was adopted 
on July 4.

To mark the occasion, 
organizers plan a series of 
events on Saturday, June 20, 
the weekend closest to the 
historic date.

The day is expected to 
begin with a guided tour of 
Oak Knoll Cemetery, high-
lighting graves of Revolution-
ary War-era residents and no-
table figures, including town 
founder John King.

Later, visitors will gath-
er at the Three Rivers/Palmer 
Historical Cultural Center for 
a public reading of Palmer’s 
original declaration.

During the same event, 
the Palmer Historical Com-
mission plans to unveil a 
comprehensive monument 
booklet documenting histor-
ical markers and memorials 
throughout the town’s vil-
lages. The publication will 
include photographs, descrip-
tions and historical context 
for each monument.

Organizers also plan to 
revisit Palmer’s 1976 Bicen-
tennial celebration by screen-
ing film footage of the town’s 
parade from that year.

The event will include 
an exhibit of professional 
photographs taken during 
the parade. Attendees will be 
invited to help identify peo-
ple, organizations and groups 
captured in the images.

Approximately 110 or-
ganizations participated in 
the original parade, accord-
ing to newspaper accounts 
from the time.

Organizers hope the dis-
play will encourage residents 
to share memories and help 
document the event more ful-
ly.

The Palmer Public Li-
brary will also incorporate 
anniversary themes into its 
summer programming.

Plans include an out-
door screening of the musi-
cal film “Hamilton” at local 
parks as part of the library’s 
outdoor movie series. Orga-
nizers are also considering a 
Hamilton-themed karaoke or 
lip-sync event tied to the li-
brary’s summer reading pro-
gram.

One of the most ambi-
tious projects being consid-
ered is a community history 
initiative titled “Palmer in 
250 Objects.”

The project aims to col-

lect photographs and stories 
about items that represent 
Palmer’s history and com-
munity identity. Submissions 
could include everything 
from historic artifacts and 
family heirlooms to everyday 
objects tied to personal mem-
ories.

Organizers hope the ma-
terial will eventually become 
both a digital exhibit and a 
printed book documenting 
the town’s heritage.

Possible contributions 
could include items such as 
school uniforms, musical 
instruments, handcrafted ob-
jects, or photographs of his-
toric landmarks.

Community involvement 
encouraged

Organizers emphasized 
that community participation 
will be essential to making 
the anniversary celebration 
successful.

A new Facebook page, 
Palmer MA History Hub, has 
been created to connect resi-
dents with ongoing historical 
research projects and to gath-
er community input.

Volunteers are also being 
sought for a range of roles, 
including:

• Helping connect orga-

nizers with community lead-
ers for promotional record-
ings

• Creating craft items 
such as commemorative pins 
and decorations

• Assisting with event 
logistics such as parking or 
raffles

• Recording oral histo-
ries through the “Palmer Vil-
lages and Voices” project

• Conducting historical 
research, including efforts to 
locate the missing Bicenten-
nial quilt

Residents interested in 
volunteering or contributing 
ideas can contact organizers 
through the Palmer Public 
Library.

Organizers say the goal 
of the celebration is not only 
to look back at America’s past 
but Palmer’s past, and also to 
ensure that the community’s 
stories are preserved for fu-
ture generations.

By combining historical 
exhibits, community story-
telling and public events, 
they hope the 250th anniver-
sary will become a shared 
effort that reflects the many 
voices and experiences that 
have shaped the town over 
two and a half centuries.

250TH  ❙  from page 1

His work has included 
helping build and maintain the 
town’s trail network, installing 
cameras, developing a GPS 
trail system and assisting with 
the pollinator garden at Town 
Hall.

During the recognition, 
council members praised Cot-
ter’s dedication and commit-
ment to improving the com-
munity.

“Dave works with a smile 
and he’s a living example of 
what it means to lead by exam-
ple,” one councilor said while 
presenting the recognition. 
“What I admire most about 
Dave is that all this work he 
does is not for recognition… 
it’s purely for the betterment 
of the community.”

Residents raise
infrastructure and 

cost concerns
During public comment, 

several residents raised con-
cerns about infrastructure 
maintenance and rising mu-
nicipal costs.

A Thorndike resident re-
ported worsening potholes on 
the Main Street Bridge and 
said a request for repairs had 
not yet been addressed.

The same resident also 
voiced frustration with sewer 
charges, noting that a recent 
bill totaled about $1,500 for 
six months of service.

“That’s more than double 
the property tax,” the resident 
said.

Questions were also 
raised about approximately 
$330,000 in federal funding 
allocated for ADA-compliant 

sidewalk improvements. Town 
officials said the project is cur-
rently being coordinated with 
engineering work and is ex-
pected to be completed during 
the upcoming construction 
season.

Another resident from 
River Street described a fall 
caused by uneven sidewalk 
slabs and asked that the De-
partment of Public Works ad-
dress the safety hazard.

Public Hearing held 
on stronger code

 enforcement authority
The council held a public 

hearing regarding the adoption 
of Chapter 40U of Massachu-
setts General Laws, which 
would authorize non-criminal 
disposition for sanitary code 
violations.

Attorneys Allison Fennell 
and Joe Ertel explained that 
the program would provide 
the town with additional tools 
to address neglected proper-
ties and repeat offenders who 
fail to comply with health and 
safety codes.

Officials emphasized that 
the program is intended to 
supplement existing enforce-
ment measures rather than re-
place them.

“In our proposal to adopt 
the Chapter 40 ordinance, 
we’re simply looking to com-
plement all of the great work 
that has already been accom-
plished while providing ad-
ditional tools and resources,” 
Ertel said. “Ultimately it gives 
the town the teeth to deal with 
the most problematic proper-
ties.”

The program would allow 
fines related to severe sanitary 
code violations to be attached 

to property tax bills, making 
enforcement more effective 
for absentee owners or banks 
that neglect foreclosed prop-
erties.

Councilors also discussed 
whether the ordinance should 
include a fixed $300 fine for 
initial violations. Some mem-
bers suggested referencing the 
town’s fee schedule instead so 
future adjustments could be 
made without requiring a full 
ordinance amendment. Le-
gal counsel said they would 
research whether the specific 
amount must be written into 
the ordinance.

The council is expected to 
vote on the proposal at a future 
meeting.

Vietnam Veterans 
recognized

The council also read 
a proclamation recognizing 
Vietnam Veterans Welcome 
Home Day, observed in Mas-
sachusetts on March 29.

The resolution honored 
the service and sacrifice of 
Vietnam War veterans and 
acknowledged that many re-
turned home without proper 
recognition.

Veterans Service Officer 
Tina Brohman thanked the 
town for recognizing those 
who served.

“I’m really proud of the 
town for taking the time to do 
this and recognize the Vietnam 
War veterans who did not get 
the recognition when they got 
home,” Brohman said.

Inspector position 
expanded to improve 

housing safety
Councilors approved Res-

olution 2026-19, allocating 
$7,623 to expand the town’s 

local inspector position from 
part-time to full-time.

The request was driven 
largely by the need to conduct 
mandatory safety inspections 
of multi-family housing under 
state building codes.

Building officials report-
ed that the town has inspected 
about 80 units so far, primarily 
in Three Rivers, with only four 
properties passing inspection.

“The fail rate is horren-
dous,” officials said during the 
meeting.

Inspections review safety 
issues including fire escapes, 
decks, egress routes and smoke 
and carbon monoxide detec-
tors. Officials said many of the 
improvements required during 
inspections are increasing both 
safety and property conditions 
throughout the community.

Fire District 
merger question 

may appear on ballot
Councilors discussed 

adding a non-binding referen-
dum question to the June 9 an-
nual town election ballot ask-
ing residents whether Palmer’s 
four fire districts should pursue 
a merger into a single district.

Officials said the question 
is intended to gauge public 
interest and encourage discus-
sion after a previous attempt 
to organize a meeting with all 
four districts failed.

“The goal of this question 
is to get everybody to come to 
the table and have a discussion 
on whether or not this town, 
instead of having four separate 
fire districts, can have one,” 
Brothers said.

Because each district op-
erates independently, any actu-
al consolidation would require 

approval by the voters within 
each district.
Budget Pressures continue 

for Fiscal Year 2027
A major focus of the 

meeting was the upcoming fis-
cal year 2027 budget.

Brothers reported that the 
town is facing a significant 
increase in health insurance 
costs, with premiums project-
ed to rise by approximately 35 
percent.

The town’s health insur-
ance plan currently has a loss 
ratio of about 115 percent, 
meaning medical claims ex-
ceed the premiums paid into 
the system.

Two subscribers alone ac-
count for more than $1 million 
in annual healthcare costs, of-
ficials said.

“These are the kinds of 
things that drive the numbers,” 
Brothers said, noting that the 
town has limited options to 
change insurance providers for 
the upcoming year.

The proposed municipal 
budget totals approximately 
$46.2 million. Initial projec-
tions showed a deficit of $1.3 
to $1.4 million, but revenue 
adjustments and spending re-

ductions have lowered the gap 
to about $900,000.

School and library bud-
gets have already been re-
duced from their original 
requests, and town officials 
are now reviewing additional 
reductions, including possible 
staffing cuts, to close the re-
maining gap.

Brothers said a finalized 
budget proposal will be pre-
sented to the council after 
those discussions are complet-
ed.

Election season 
approaching

Nomination papers for 
the June 9 annual town elec-
tion are now available.

Three Town Council seats 
will be on the ballot: two at-
large seats and one district 
seat. Two seats each on the 
Planning Board and School 
Committee will also be con-
tested.

Town officials are also 
considering moving one poll-
ing location to the AMVETS 
building as part of a trial effort 
to eventually consolidate all 
precinct voting into a single 
location, pending state ap-
proval.

BESS  ❙  from page 1

Send Us Your Photos!
journalregister@turley.com
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building. Today, those photo-
graphs line the stairways and 
central areas, offering visitors 
a glimpse into the school’s 
past.

“They blew a lot of them 
up big and put them on the 
walls upstairs and along the 
stairs so people could look at 
them,” Yelenik explained.

As more photographs 
were uncovered, organizers 
realized they had the begin-
nings of a much larger his-
torical archive. Rather than 
leaving the photos stored 
away, they decided to make 
them accessible to the public.

The photos were gath-
ered together and placed 
into display racks so visitors 
could browse through the de-
cades of class portraits. Many 
of the pictures have also been 
dated, helping to place them 
within the school’s long time-
line.

To expand the collection, 
organizers partnered with the 
Palmer Public Library, which 
has played a key role in pre-
serving and cataloging the 
images. Library staff scan the 
photographs and create large 
reproductions that match the 
size of the existing displays.

“The library will scan 
them and make them big for 
us,” Yelenik said. “That way 
they’re all at least a similar 
size.”

The collaboration has 
also helped organizers track 
which class years are already 
represented and which ones 
are still missing. This pre-
vents duplicates and ensures 
the collection continues to 
grow in a meaningful way.

In addition to scanning 
photos, the project invites 
community participation in 
another way. Each photo in-
cludes a small card on the 
back where former students 
can help identify the people 
pictured.

“If someone comes in 
and says, ‘That’s my class… 
‘that’s Sally or that’s John,’ 
they can actually write those 
names down,” Yelenik said. 
“People can identify the stu-
dents.”

Over time, organizers 
hope that more visitors will 
help fill in the missing de-
tails, gradually putting names 
to the many faces captured in 
the historic photographs.

The effort gained mo-
mentum during a special 
event held about a year and 
a half ago, when organizers 
invited former students and 
community members to vis-
it the building and bring any 
class photos they might have.

The event, held in the 
building’s lobby, functioned 
almost like an informal class 
reunion. Residents toured the 
former school, shared stories, 
and contributed photographs 
to the growing collection.

“A lot of people came to 
that and really enjoyed it,” 
Yelenik said.

The school once served 
children from kindergarten 
through eighth grade, with 
two classes per grade level. 
After graduating, many stu-
dents went on to attend Con-
verse High School in Palmer.

Because the building ed-
ucated local children for more 
than 90 years, the potential 
number of photographs, and 

former students, is enormous. 
Organizers say they are par-
ticularly interested in locat-
ing more recent images from 
the school’s later decades, es-
pecially from the 1980s.

“We’re trying to get the 
more current ones,” Yelenik 
said, noting that newer pho-
tos are often in color.

Anyone who has class 
photos from Park Street 
School is encouraged to con-

tact the Palmer Public Library 
before bringing them in. The 
library can scan the images 
and coordinate with organiz-
ers to determine whether the 
class year is already repre-
sented.

Although the photo racks 
were not on display during a 
recent event at Schoolhouse 
Commons, they are normal-
ly available for visitors to 
browse.

For many former stu-
dents, walking into the build-
ing again can be a powerful 
experience.

“A lot of former students 
come in who haven’t been 
here since they were kids,” 
Yelenik said. “They find their 

class, and it’s really cool.”
Organizers hope to con-

tinue expanding the archive 
and may hold another com-
munity event in the future to 
gather additional photos and 
stories connected to the his-
toric school.

In the meantime, the 
photographs serve as a visual 
reminder of the generations 
of Palmer children who once 
filled the classrooms of Park 
Street School, and whose 
memories remain preserved 
on its walls.

1980-81, Grade 6 1976-77, Grade 2A

1979-80, Grade 5, Teacher Karen Ksieniewicz

1966-67, Grade 7, Teacher Phillip Mozden1977-78, Grade 3A, Teacher Karen Ksieniewicz

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$194
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/12/26-3/18/263/12/26-3/18/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 26/30 COUNT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG ...... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

HADDOCK FISH FILLETS 2 LB BAG . 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SCALLOPS ON HALF SHELL 2 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB ................

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$222
lb

lb

$999USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
SMOKED BRISKET ...............
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

lb

lb
$999

$349

99¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST .....

$288
lb

$499
lb

POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

lb

$149
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAIL .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB ................. 

$999
lb

BEEF RIBE EYE
CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$299
lb

FROZEN WHOLE 
CORNED BEEF

ST. PATRICK’S

AVG 20 LB
$999

ea

  

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

PHOTOS  ❙  from page 1

1973-74, Grade 7, Teacher Kathryn Roy

1972-72, Grade 6, Teacher Phillip Mozden

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Nearly 100 school photos line the 
halls of the Schoolhouse Com-
mons in between the current 
shops and in the stairways.
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PALMER – Cecelia 
“Cece” A. Garvan, born 
Jan. 27, 1941 in Springfield, 
passed away peacefully on 
March 6, 2026 at Baystate 
Medical Center in Spring-
field.

Cecelia was a graduate 
of Palmer High School. Af-
ter graduating, she worked 
for Church Company as a 
bookkeeper and later for 
Zero Manufacturing in the 
personnel department, where 
she formed many lasting re-
lationships and fond memo-

ries over the years. Cece also 
spent many years working 
alongside her husband, Garv, 
tending to the flower shop 
and greenhouses they owned 
in Monson.

She was predeceased by 
her husband, Ronald F. Gar-
van, as well as her loving 
parents, Stanley and Amelia 
(Pietruszki) Salamon.

Cece leaves behind fam-
ily and friends that will re-
member her gentle spirit and 
the warmth she brought to 
those around her.

A Funeral Mass will be 
held at Divine Mercy Parish 

in Three Rivers on Monday, 
March 16, 2026 at 10 a.m.. 
Please gather directly at the 
church. Burial will take place 
at a later date.

At Cece’s request, in lieu 
of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to: Saint 
Patrick’s Restoration Fund, 
PO Box 473, Monson, MA 
01057, or a charity of your 
choice.

 Lombard Funeral Home 
of Monson has been entrust-
ed with the arrangements. For 
online condolences please 
visit www.lombardfuneral-
home.com

Cecelia A. Garvan

Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
Cecelia A. Garvan
Died Jan. 27, 1941
Services March 16, 2026
Lombard Funeral Home

Maura Crowley Moore
Died March 6, 2026
Celebration of Life 
March 14, 2026
Hampstead, NH

Gerald H. Randall, Sr.
Died Feb. 28, 2026
Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home

Stanley P. Slowik 
Died October 29, 2025
Visitation March 21, 2026 
from 10 to 11a.m. 
Service 11 a.m.
Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home

Maura Crow-
ley Moore, 71, died 
Friday, March 6, 
2026 at Brigham 
and Women’s Hos-
pital in Boston, 
MA. She was born 
on May 7, 1954, in 
Palmer, MA, the 
daughter of Rich-
ard and Theresa 
Crowley.

She was the 
wife of Robert Moore. They 
were married on Nov. 11, 
1978, at St. Patrick’s Church 
Monson, MA.

Maura attended school in 
Monson, MA and graduated 
from Monson High School in 
1972. She earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in 1976 from 
Westfield State College (Uni-
versity). She taught history and 
social studies at Monson High 
School, Stevens High School in 
Claremont, NH, and Pinkerton 
Academy in Derry, NH. Maura 
was the advisor to the class of 
2007 at Pinkerton Academy.

Maura enjoyed sewing, 
decorating, and remodeling her 
homes in New Hampshire and 
Florida, and flower gardening. 
She enjoyed beach time in New 
Hampshire, Maine, and Flori-
da. Walt Disney World was one 
of her favorite vacation places, 
having honeymooned there 
and making multiple return 

visits over the years.
She is survived 

by Robert Moore of 
Hampstead, NH, their 
three children, Ra-
chel Moore and her 
husband Rishi Parikh 
of Kennett Square, 
PA, Courtney Davis 
and her husband Jon 
of Wilmington, MA, 
and Patrick Moore 
and his wife Katelyn 

(Harrington) of Franklin, MA, 
as well as three grandchil-
dren, her brother and sister-in-
law Dale and Barbara (Cole) 
Crowley of Berkley, MA, and 
her sister and brother-in-law 
Kathleen and Vincent Wnuk of 
Lunenburg, MA

A celebration of her life 
will take place at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, March 14 at Jamison’s 
Restaurant located at 472 State 
Route 111 in Hampstead, NH. 
Everyone is welcome to join, 
including family and friends.

Rather than sending flow-
ers, contributions in memory 
of Maura Moore can be direct-
ed to The Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute or the American Dia-
betes Association. Cremation 
Society of NH is assisting the 
family with arrangements. To 
view an online memorial, leave 
a message of condolence, or 
for more information please 
visit https://csnh.com/. 

Maura Crowley Moore

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, March 14th
7pm-11pm

Malarkey
Upcoming 

  Events
Saturday, 

March 28th
7pm-11pm

Caboodle
EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

PALMER – 
Gerald H. Randall, 
Sr., 87, passed 
away Feb. 28, 2026 
at Baystate Wing 
Hospital.   Born 
Oct. 29, 1938 in 
Pittsfield, MA 
Gerald has been a 
lifelong resident 
of Palmer.   He 
proudly served 
his country in the 
US Air Force from 1957 to 
1961.  Gerald was a machine 

worker at Pearson 
Industry as well 
as Jarvis East for 
many years.  In his 
leisure, he enjoyed 
watching New En-
gland sports games, 
most especially 
football, baseball 
and basketball.   In 
2003, he was pre-
deceased by his 
wife, Emily (Swan) 

Randall and he leaves behind 
his children, Ruth Holland 

of Springfield, Richard Ran-
dall of Westfield, Michael 
and Mark Randall of Palmer 
along with seven grandchil-
dren and seven great grand-
children.  Gerald also is sur-
vived by his sister, Lorraine 
Gatts of Wilbraham.  Besides 
his parents and wife, Gerald 
was predeceased by his two 
children, Gerald Randall Jr 
and Deborah Randall.  Beers 
& Story Palmer Funeral 
Home has been entrusted 
with the arrangements.  

Gerald H. Randall, Sr.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

the town had again been se-
lected to receive the funding.

The grant is structured 
as a reimbursement program. 
Under that arrangement, the 
town will pay for portions of 
the fire station work upfront 
and then submit documen-
tation to the federal gov-
ernment in order to receive 
reimbursement from the ear-
marked funds.

Despite the reimburse-
ment structure, local leaders 
say the funding will still sig-
nificantly ease the financial 
burden on the town.

The announcement was 
formally recognized during 
a press conference held at 
the fire station at 2 p.m. on 
March 6. Alongside Senator 
Markey were several local 
and state officials, includ-
ing representatives from the 
Monson Select Board, town 
administration and legislative 
offices.

Representatives from the 
offices of Brian Ashe, Angelo 
J. Puppolo Jr. and Ryan Fatt-
man were also present for the 
event, along with members 
of the fire department, town 
staff and several residents.

In a statement shared on 
the Town of Monson’s offi-
cial Facebook page, officials 

emphasized that the funding 
represents more than just fi-
nancial assistance for a con-
struction project.

“This investment rep-
resents more than just bricks 
and mortar,” the town states. 
“It represents a commitment 
to the safety of our residents, 
the strength of our communi-
ty and the support of the men 
and women who serve in our 
Fire Department every day.”

Town leaders noted that 
projects of this scale require 
cooperation among multiple 
levels of government. Of-
ficials credited federal and 
state partners, local leader-
ship and the Monson Fire 
Department for working to-
gether to secure the funding 
and advance the project.

The town also highlight-
ed the role of Chief Harris in 
advocating for the improve-
ments.

“Securing this level of 
support at this stage reflects 
Chief Harris’s foresight, per-
sistence and tireless advocacy 
on behalf of the department 
and the residents we serve,” 
the town said in its statement.

Fire station renovations 
and expansions are often 
necessary for departments 
as equipment, staffing lev-
els and operational demands 
evolve. Local officials say the 

improvements will help en-
sure that Monson firefighters 
have the facilities needed to 
continue serving the commu-
nity effectively.

Harris noted that the 
funding arrives at a time 
when many small Massachu-
setts communities are facing 
difficult financial decisions.

“It’s a fiscally challeng-
ing time for small communi-
ties in Massachusetts,” Harris 
said. “Being able to bring 
back $1 million to Monson is 
a huge success.”

Town officials say the 
project will help strengthen 
public safety services while 
easing the financial burden 
on residents.

The event concluded 
with remarks from officials 
and a group photo featuring 
Senator Markey, firefighters 
and town leaders gathered in 
front of the station that will 
soon benefit from the federal 
investment.

MARKEY  ❙  from page 1

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING, 
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite 
surface plates, red head spindles and 
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34 
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – Oil and 
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904 
Bobby.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor.

 Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year
construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor 
carpentry.

413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

The Town of Oakham is
seeking an experienced certified 

municipal TOWN CLERK.
10 hours a week. $31.82 -$40.30 depend-
ing on experience. 
Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a 
full job description and town employment 
application.

The Town of Oakham is seeking
 an experienced working

 HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT. 
The Highway Superintendent serves as 
the working department head responsible 
for the planning, administration, and day-
to-day operations of the Town’s Highway 
department. Pay rate is $31.82 – $40.30/hr 
depending on experience. 
Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a 
full job description and town employment 
application.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED WANTED SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

TAX SERVICES

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

SERVICES

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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 Town of Monson 
 Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 

40A M.G. L. §.11, the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing Thurs-
day, March 26th, 2026 at 7:00 
P.M. in the Select Board meeting 
room at the Town Administration 
Building, 110 Main Street on the 
application of Ronald Florek 149 
Stafford Road, Monson, MA for 
a special permit as provided by 
§6.6 Earth Removal of the Mon-
son Zoning Bylaws to conduct 
an Earth Removal operation. The 
property is zoned Rural Residen-
tial and located at 149 Stafford 
Road, Map 80, Parcel 21 and 
Map 101 Parcel 2. A copy of the 
application is on file in the Office 
of the Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and is available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

David Beaudoin, Chairman
03/12, 03/19/2026

(SEAL)               
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

23 SM 000281
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
MICHAEL G. ALLARD 
and
MARCELLA ALLARD
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 §3901 (et seq):

LUSO FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in 4 Mechanic Street, Monson, 
Hampden County, Massachu-
setts, given by Michael G. Allard 
and Marcella Allard to Luso Fed-
eral Credit Union, dated October 
30, 1997, and recorded in Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 10058, Page 375, has/have 
filed with this court a complaint 
for determination of Defen-
dant’s/Defendants’ Servicemem-
bers status.

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 04/06/2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
2/20/2026.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
03/12/2026

Legal Advertisement
TOWN OF MONSON

Monson Bellman Museum 
HVAC Replacement 

The Town of Monson invites 
sealed Bids for the Monson Bell-
man Museum HVAC replace-
ment project. The project in-
cludes the furnishing of all labor, 
equipment and materials required 
to complete the replacement of 
two HVAC units and ductwork 
of the Monson Bellman Muse-
um. This project is being funded 
through the Town’s Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) funding. 

Contract documents, includ-
ing specifications, may be ob-
tained electronically beginning 
March 11, 2026 at 9:00 AM by 
contacting Penny Gustafson 
Pgustafson@monson-ma.gov at 
the Town of Monson.

All bids for this project are 
subject to the provisions and 
minimum wage rates required 
by M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to 27H, 
inclusive. All applicable Federal 
minimum wage rates and appli-
cable Federal labor standards 
shall also apply pursuant to the 
Davis-Bacon Act. When both 
State and Federal wage rates are 
applicable, the higher rate must 
be paid.  

The Awarding Authority en-
courages, to the extent feasible, 
the use of minority-, women- and 
disadvantaged-owned business-
es for work under this contract. 
Bidders on the work shall make 
a good faith effort to achieve the 
goals of the Federal Minority and 
Women’s Business Enterprise 
(MBE/WBE) policy regarding 
utilization of MBEs and WBEs 

in order to be deemed a respon-
sible bidder. 

Bid security in the form of a 
bid bond, certified or cashier’s 
check, payable to the Town of 
Monson, is required in a dollar 
amount of not less than five per-
cent (5%) of the total bid amount. 
A payment bond for 50% of the 
total contract price, issued by a 
satisfactory surety company shall 
be required by the successful bid-
der.

The Town of Monson reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids, 
to accept proposals deemed to be 
in the best interest of the Town, 
and to waive any informalities or 
irregularities in the bids received. 
Bids may not be withdrawn with-
in 30 days of the bid opening.

The Town of Monson, through 
its Selectboard, reserves the right 
to waive any informality in the 
bidding or to reject any and all 
bids in total or in part as may be 
deemed to serve the best interest 
of the Town. The lowest quali-
fied, responsible bidder shall be 
awarded the contract.

The Town of Monson will not 
be responsible for any costs in-
curred by a bidder in preparing 
and submitting a bid in response 
to this IFB.

The Town of Monson Select 
Board is the Awarding and Con-
tracting Authority.

Bids may be changed or with-
drawn prior to the bid opening, 
but not within the sixty (6) days 
subsequent to the bid opening, 
by submission of such a change 
in writing in a sealed envelope, 
identifying the submitting party 
and indicating that it contains a 
correction of the bid for the Mon-
son Bellman Museum HVAC re-
placement project.

A pre-bid site walkthrough 
will be held at Monson Bellman 
Museum, 200 Main Street, Mon-
son, Massachusetts on March 19, 
2026 10:00 a.m. The building 
will be available for inspection at 
that time. 

Questions regarding this 
procurement directed to Jenni-
fer Wolowicz at Jwolowicz@
monson-ma.gov. 

Hard copy bids for the Mon-
son Bellman Museum HVAC 
replacement project for the 
Town of Monson, Massachu-
setts, must be received by the 
Town of Monson, 110 Main 
Street, Monson, MA 01057, 
Office of Building Department 
4:00 PM, on Wednesday, April 
1, 2026.  
03/12, 03/19/2026

Legal Notice
Public Hearing
Town of Wales

The Board of Selectmen will 
hold a public hearing at the Wales 
Senior Center, 85 Main Street, 
Wales, MA on March 23, 2026 
at 6:30 p.m., to consider a re-
quest by Massachusetts Electric 
Company d/b/a National Grid 
and Verizon New England, Inc to 
allow National Grid to install 7 
JO Poles on Sizer Dr and relocate 
6 JO Poles on Sizer Dr beginning 
at a point approximately 350 feet 
southeast of the centerline of the 
intersection of MA-19 and Sizer 
Dr and continuing approximate-
ly 3,200 feet in a southeastward 
direction. Install new Poles 2-50, 
3-50, 4-50, 5-50, 8-50, 11-50, 13-
50. Relocate the following Poles: 
P-2, 40’ NW – P-6, 50’ SE – P-8, 
10’ N – P9, 80’ S – P-11, 30’ N 
– P-13, 45’ NE. The documents 
and maps related to this matter 
are available for review from the 
Executive Secretary during regu-
lar business hours.

Wales Board of Selectmen
03/12, 03/19/2026

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

Docket No. 26 SM 000618
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
Kathy Monaco a/k/a Kathy 

Marie Monaco a/k/a Kathy 
Wesniak

and to all persons entitled to 
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 §3901 (et seq):

U.S. Bank Trust National As-
sociation, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as owner 
trustee for RCAF Acquisition 
Trust

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Palmer, numbered 15 
Colonial Street, given by Kathy 
Monaco to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee for 

Mortgage Lenders Network 
USA, Inc., its successors and 
assigns, dated May 17, 2006, 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 15927, Page 1, and now 
held by the Plaintiff by assign-
ment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 04/13/2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
2/25/2026.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
03/12/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
On March 9, 2026, the Palmer 

Town Council passed Ordinance 
2026-02, that the Code of Ordi-
nances of the Town of Palmer, be 
amended to add ARTICLE XXIV 
§ 171.127 - Temporary Morato-
rium on Battery Energy Storage 
Systems.  The moratorium shall 
be in effect through May 1st, 
2026, or until such time as the 
town adopts Zoning Ordinance 
amendments that regulate Bat-
tery Energy Storage Systems as 
a principal use, whichever occurs 
earlier. During the moratorium 
period, the Town shall undertake 
a planning process to address 
the potential impacts of Battery 
Energy Storage Systems in the 
Town as a principal use in the 
Town, and to consider the State’s 
model zoning language regard-
ing Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tems and shall consider adopt-
ing a new Zoning Ordinance in 
response to these new issues. A 
complete text of this Ordinance 
is available at the office of Town 
Manager and Town Clerk, 4417 
Main Palmer, MA 01069.

Town Council of Palmer, MA
03/12/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT 

Request For Proposals for 
Public Social Service 

Programs
The Town of Palmer is seeking 

proposals from qualified public 
social service organizations that 
need funding assistance to pro-
vide needed services to Palmer 
residents. Proposals may be in-
cluded as part of an application 
through the FY26 Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities (EOHLC), 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program (CDBG). Eligible 
activities include a wide range of 
public social services that build 
economic security and self-suf-
ficiency, as well as activities 
that address homelessness and 
workforce development and seek 
to build social capital, increase 
economic mobility, and enhance 
civic engagement. Any proposed 
project or activity must also 
primarily benefit low to moder-
ate-income residents of the town. 

Palmer may choose to fund 
all, any, or none of the proposals 
submitted and only review the 
most responsive and responsible 
proposals. The Town reserves the 
right to reject any proposal that 
is not in the best interest of the 
Town or the CDBG program. 
Agencies or organizations iden-
tified for inclusion in the grant 
will be required to submit addi-
tional information as part of the 
full FY26 CDBG application to 
be submitted by April 21, 2026. 
Programs funded by the MA 
EOHLC are anticipated to begin 
in the late summer of 2026. For 
more information or to receive 
a proposal request form, please 
contact John Latour at (413) 283-
2614 or email jlatour@townof
palmer.com.

Proposals must be submitted 
to the Palmer Community De-
velopment Office, 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 by 
Tuesday, March 25, 2026, at 
11:00 AM.
03/12/2026

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
PUBLIC HEARING

The Brimfield Select Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
following pole and wire locations 
petition filed by National Grid on 
Monday, March 23, 2026 at 
6:30 p.m. for the following:

Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a National Grid. re-
quests permission to locate poles, 

wires, and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along and across the 
following public way:

Shaw Road
Reason: Shaw Road – Mas-

sachusetts Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid to install 1 
SO Pole on Shaw Rd beginning 
at a point approximately 896 ft 
southwest of thecenterline of the 
intersection of Little Alum Rd.

Persons with an interest in this 
public hearing are asked to ap-
pear at the Brimfield Elementary 
School, 22 Wales Road, Brim-
field, MA on the date and time 
affixed to this notice.

Martin J. Kelly
Select Board, Chairperson
Town of Brimfield

03/05, 03/12/2026

PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Chapter 40A, Section 
11, M.G.L. the Palmer Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, March 30th, 2026 
at 7:00 PM in the Town Admin-
istration Building, 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA.

The applicant, RDL Associ-
ates, LLC, is seeking a Special 
Permit and Site Plan Approval 
as required by section 171.73 
of the Palmer Zoning Ordinance 
to remove earth materials from 
the property located off Palmer 
Street, Bondsville, also known as 
Assessor’s Map 24 Lot 66.

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning 
Department office in the Town 
Administration Building Mon-
day through Thursday 8:30am-
4:30pm. 

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website:

(http://masspublicnotices.org).
Norman Czech, Chairman

03/12, 03/19/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P0324EA

Estate of: 
John W Pisiakowski 

Date of Death: 01/09/2026
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Ann E Meilus of Barre, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Cynthia T, Dugas of Brimfield, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/24/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 25, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

03/12/2026

Public notices

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses an opportunity 
to advertise at a REDUCED RATE!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 4.75" wide x 6.35" high

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the April 9 issue of 

The Journal Register and the Ware River News.

AD DEADLINE: MARCH 25, 2026
➤ Quarter page ad with story (4.75" x 12.75") $275

➤ Half page ad with story (9.75" x 12.75") $460
➤ Full page ad with story (Two 9.75" x 12.75") $650

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville 
774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

hardwickcrossing.com

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering & 
Curbside Pick-up 

Available
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday, May 6th & 20th

Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website 
For More Details

GOLF COURSE NOW OPEN 

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR 
LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

Outdoor dining available

GILBERTVILLE – 
The former Dunroamin 
Country Club, a 9-hole 
golf course, reopened at 
262 Lower Road, known 
as “Hardwick Crossing” 
and has a five-star quality 
restaurant without the price 
tag.

Hardwick Crossing 
golf course opened in July 
2022 with a manicured 
course while offering a 
variety of memberships 
packages to suit a range of 
guests and familial needs. This endeavor 
fulfilled owner Kenneth Uracius’ dream 
of reopening the former golf course. 

The newly renovated restaurant, 
known by regulars as “The Clubhouse,” 
opened in September 2022 and provides a 
full-service bar and gourmet food. Choic-
es include saute dishes, clam chowder, 
prime rib, fish and chips Buffalo chicken 
dip, Buffalo tenders, Gnocchi, Bourbon 
steak tips and salmon. 

The executive chef is Thomas Si-
mons. He was at Enricos Brick Oven Piz-
zaria for eight years as well as Tower Hill 
Botanical Gardens for many years. Their 
Sous Chef Neils Anderson took over that 
position when Simons got promoted to 
executive chef. Anderson comes from 
Sturbridge Host Hotel and Enrico’s and 
been at Hardwick Crossing from the be-
ginning. 

A 3,600 square foot banquet venue, 
which seats 170 people is open for special 

events and weddings. It has a panoramic 
view o the golf course. Chef Jeff Nicholas 
assists in the regular kitchen and runs the 
events and weddings kitchen. They also 
have outdoor seating for 125 overlooking 
the golf course.

The motto they follow at Hardwick 
Crossing is ingredients are “from the sea, 
from the table” and “from the family,” so 
fresh and local products are a top priority. 
General Manager Courtney Letendre said 
the restaurant has food delivered six days 
a week. Alex Symons is Assistant Man-
ager and Cassandra Hobbs, Bar Manager. 
They offer products and produce from 
Gibson Farms, Midtown Meats, West 
Boylston Seafood, local farm stands, 
Front Yard Farms.

The restaurant is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. People may follow them on face-
book and instagram at hardwickcrossing.
com.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club has a 9-hole golf 
course, a restaurant and banquet hall for weddings 
and special events.

Hardwick Crossing Country Club

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM
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Holyoke Community College 
Summer Youth Programs 
for Ages 8-16

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with 
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with 
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment 
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

Save your spot and register 
today for summer fun!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Caring For Kids 
For 30+ Years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Join Our Toddler 
Room Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of pas-
sage for millions of young-
sters each year. Many adults 
look back fondly on their 
experiences at summer 
camp, often crediting such 
times as formative periods 
in their lives.

Summer camp benefits 
children in myriad ways. 
Recognition of the many 
advantages of attending 
summer camp can serve as 
a great reminder of just how 
fun it can be for children to 
spend their time away from 
school at a camp of their 
choosing.

• Campers continue to 
socialize throughout sum-

mer. Socializing isn’t just 
for the school year. While 
children in high school 
might be independent 
enough to come and go with 
their friends during summer 
break, kids who are still in 
elementary school or mid-
dle school might not be old 
enough to handle such free-
dom. That can make it hard 
to stay in touch with friends, 
which in turn can contribute 
to feelings of boredom and 
loneliness. Camp provides 
ample opportunities for 
young children to socialize 
during a time of year when 
they might not see their 
school friends as often as 
they’re used to. 

• Campers can expand 
their horizons. Though 
some summer camps are 
exclusive to residents of 
certain communities, many 
tend to feature children 
from numerous towns or 
municipalities. Such camps 
provide an opportunity for 
campers to expand their 
horizons by engaging with 
youngsters who come from 
different backgrounds. In-
deed, the Graduate School 
of Education at Harvard 
University notes that sum-
mer camp may be the first 
time children spend substan-
tial amounts of time with 
people whose backgrounds 
differ from their own.

• Camp can get kids 
off their devices. Modern 
children are growing up in 
a digital world, and parents 
know how hard it can be to 
get kids to put down their 
devices and get outdoors. 
But the key to making that 
pivot could be access to out-
door play spaces. A 2025 
study from researchers at 
the University of Michi-
gan published in the jour-
nal Health and Place found 
that efforts to reduce kids’ 
screen time are more suc-
cessful when children are 
given a chance to play out-
side. Many summer camps 
are structured around out-
door play, making them a 

potentially invaluable ally as 
parents seek to help children 
cut back on the time they 
spend using their devices. 
Children who do not attend 
camp and live in households 
where both parents work or 
in single-parent households 
where Mom or Dad works 
may be forced to spend 
much of summer indoors, 
which could increase the 
frequency with which they 
turn to devices to occupy 
their time.

• Camp adds structure 
to summer days. Once a 
school year ends, the struc-
ture a school day provides 
vanishes into thin air. Cou-
ple that with extracurricular 

activities that go on hiatus 
during summer vacation, 
and kids accustomed to 
structure are left with little 
to do and no need to sched-
ule their time. That can add 
an aimlessness to summer 
days. Camp can provide 
the structure kids are ac-
customed to but still offer a 
break from responsibilities 
like homework or the com-
mitments required of extra-
curricular activities.

There’s no shortage of 
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where 
kids can socialize, grow and 
get off their devices while 
engaged in structured but 
stress-free activities. 

The benefits of attending summer camp

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 • July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 • August 24-28

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Check Out These Great Camps!Check Out These Great Camps!
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