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By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At last 
week’s School Committee, a 
representative from Sunder-
land talked about a grassroots 
initiative to campaign for 
more money to rural school 
districts in our state.

At the Feb. 26 meeting, 
the committee heard a presen-
tation from the Rural Schools 
Committee about rural school 
aid and ways to advocate 

for more state money from 
state legislators. Jessica Cor-
win, the Chair of Sunderland 
School Committee and Co-
Chair of the MASC’s Rural 
Schools Committee, spoke to 
the committee via Zoom.

“I am here tonight to ask 
for your assistance in some 
advocacy to serve the finan-
cial and practical needs of ru-
ral school districts like yours 
and mine,” Corwin said.

Corwin described sev-
eral reports documenting the 
challenges to schools in ru-

ral districts that have been 
commissioned by the state. 
She noted that chief among 
those was that “it costs sub-
stantially more per student 
to provide basic education in 
small districts than it does in 
larger ones, because we can’t 
achieve the same efficiencies 
of scale.”

Corwin said that this is 
because every school has the 
same administrative needs of 
principals, secretaries, busi-
ness managers, nurses, cus-
todians, etc., regardless of 

student population. A 2022 
Rural Schools Report used 
1,300 as an over/under figure 
for making this comparison.

“In a non-regional dis-
trict like yours, with fewer 
than 1,300 students, on aver-
age it costs 16.7% more per 
student to educate than in 
the larger districts,” Corwin 
said. “That reality is just not 
accounted for in the state’s 
Chapter 70 funding formulas, 
and that leaves rural towns at 
a chronic disadvantage, and 
our towns are stretching our 

local resources to the limit 
just so our schools can remain 
operational.”

To address this, the Ru-
ral Schools Committee has 
been working to lobby the 31 
legislators that represent ru-
ral school districts to ask for 
support for the Rural Schools 
Bill, which aims to fully fund 
rural aid next year, while also 
fixing many other issues.

“The recommended level 
of funding is $60 million per 

FinCom
reviews 
Parks & Rec 
and water,
sewer 
budgets

By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Finance 
Committee met this week to 
review budget proposals from 
the Parks and Recreation De-
partment and the Water/Sew-
er Department.

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Timothy Pascale was 
the first one up, and described 
his budget as “pretty short 
and sweet.”

“My salaries’ increases, 
for the most part, are from the 
salary survey and steps for 
myself and my employees,” 
Pascale said.

Pascale listed three em-
ployees eligible for a raise, 
and said that he is current-
ly acting Aquatics Manager 
while the department looks to 
hire someone to fill that posi-
tion. He continued a discus-
sion the committee had pre-
viously had with Ben Murphy 
about a union position the de-
partment is trying to get back.

“Years ago, I had another 
employee, a union employee 
for 35 hours a week, that was 
cut,” Pascale said. “I know the 
Cemetery’s laborer was also 
cut, and we had approached 
the Finance team here about it 
just not working.”

Pascale said his depart-
ment shared an employee 
with the Cemetery Depart-
ment last year, splitting the 

School Committee expresses support for Rural Schools Bill

By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – Deb-
ra Fagerstrom, the Town 
Clerk, recently qualified 
for the Massachusetts Town 
Clerks’ Association’s pres-
tigious Certified Massachu-
setts Municipal Clerk desig-
nation.

The CMMC is achieved 
through attending the Mas-
sachusetts Town Clerk 
Association, which offers 
a variety of resources for 
the 301 active town clerks 
throughout the common-
wealth, such as sponsor-
ing educational courses for 
Fagerstrom as part of the 
certification program, re-
sulting in her scoring 96.4% 
on the test.

“The test is roughly 
250 questions,” Fagerstrom 
said. “It’s an aptitude test 
measuring a clerk’s knowl-
edge of Mass General Laws. 
When I came in (to my po-
sition), there were all these 
new election laws, which 
was perfect timing to start 
learning because they were 
all learning.”

Fagerstrom has worked 
in town since 2019, start-

ing as clerk for the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals, then 
becoming a shared Board 
Clerk, before becoming As-
sistant Clerk in 2020.

“When the then-current 
Town Clerk was retiring, 
he said, ‘I think you can 
do this,” Fagerstrom remi-
nisced.

In November of 2023, 
it was reported that only 113 
of the 301 clerks in the state 
had achieved this designa-
tion. The aptitude test in-
cludes questions relating to 
general laws, election pro-
cedures, vital records, cam-
paign finance, Town meet-
ing, Chapter 40A, planning, 
zoning, public records, and 
far more than Fagerstrom 
was at liberty to describe.

“It was really hard, and 
rightfully so,” Fagerstrom 
said. “Being in a small town, 
some of the questions on the 
test were things I hadn’t en-
countered before and very 
likely may never.”

Fagerstrom said that 
the test included questions 
about vital records from the 

An inaugural tournament 
was held by the girls bas-
ketball team on the new 
gym floor last week.

Pathfinder Tech 
unveils newly refurbished gym floor

By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Improve-
ments have been made to 
Pathfinder Technical Voca-
tional School’s gym floor 
as part of the town’s efforts 
to support youth sports.

The project was 
made possible by the 
town, which appropriated 
$50,000 in ARPA funds for 
the improvements. Com-
munications Coordinator 
Olivia Falcone described 
the school’s administration 
as “incredibly grateful” for 
the town’s support.

“It was a collaborative 
effort with Palmer through 
Town Manager Brad 
Brothers and the Town 
Council, who saw a need 
to accommodate youth 
sports in the communi-

ty,” said Falcone. “Brothers 
reached out to Superintendent 
Eric Duda and, through con-
versations, determined what 
it would take to update our 
gym’s infrastructure, specifi-
cally the floor.”

The refurbished gym 
floor helps to create a space 
for local Youth Athletics to 
use throughout certain week-
days and weekends. Pathfind-
er’s administration was eager 
to express its gratitude for the 
town’s support in these im-
provements.

“We admire Brad (Broth-

ers) and the Council’s dedi-
cation to serving the public, 
and we’re more than happy 
to jump onboard and bring 
this project together,” Fal-
cone said. “We recognize the 
importance of youth sports in 
our community and look for-
ward to helping them in any 
way we can.”

If you’d like to check out 
Pathfinder’s new gym floor, 
you can visit their address at 
240 Sykes St. Contact them 
about visiting hours by call-
ing 413-283-9701.

Submitted photos

$50,000 in ARPA funds were appropriated in order to provide 
the town with safe conditions for youth sports.

MONSON

Submitted photos

Brimfield Town Clerk
Debra Fagerstrom, Town 
Clerk of Brimfield, recently 
qualified for the Massachu-
setts Town Clerks’ Associ-
ation’s prestigious Certified 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Clerk designation.

Town Clerk recognized 
as Certified Mass. 
Municipal Clerk

BRIMFIELD

“The recommended 
level of funding 
is $60 million per 
year, this year it was 
only funded at $16 
million.

— Jessica Corwin,
Co-Chair of the MASC’s 

Rural Schools Committee
SCHOOLS   ❙   page 7

FINCOM   ❙   page 7

CLERK   ❙   page 8

“I think the most 
important part is I 
inherited a great crew 
of coworkers that have 
been here for many 
years and just ac-
cepted me with open 
arms, and I’m just so 
grateful.”

— Debra Fagerstrom
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Corrections
The Journal Register will glad-

ly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifi-
cations will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send 
information to Editor at journalreg-
ister@turley.com, or call 283-8393, 
extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069.

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has 
changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions 
to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that 
week’s edition space 
permitting, email Editor 
at journalregster@turley.
com or call the office at 
413-283-8393 by noon on 
Mondays. We appreciate 
the cooperation of our 
readers.

KONA 

This is Kona. He is a standard poodle and about 6 
years old. His family is originally from Daytona Beach, 
FL, but now calls Three Rivers home. Kona was aban-
doned in a PetSmart parking lot about four years ago 
when his friend Kaley found him. Since then, Kaley says 
“He has been the best thing that has ever happened to 
me.” Kona loves any kind of ball, and getting his belly 
rubbed. One of the most special things about Kona is 
that when Kaley is sad or feeling down, he comes up 
to her and places his head on her lap and nuzzles her 
until he sees her crack a smile.

“He is my best friend, my fur baby, and the good-
est boy,” Kaley said

  We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a 
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get 
the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying to 
re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-resolution 
jpg of your pet with a little information to journalregis-
ter@turley.com. 

of theof the
PALMER—The Town 

Clerk of Palmer will have 
nomination papers ready for 
pickup the week of March 
10th. The available seats on 
the June 10, 2024 town elec-
tion are as follows.

Councilor at Large
3 year term
District #4

Three Rivers Councilor
3 year term

Planning Board
3 year term  (2 seats)
School Committee

3 year term. (2 seats)

If you have any ques-
tions regarding filing re-
quirements on above seats 
please reach out to the Palm-
er Town Clerk’s office.

MONSON—The Mon-
son Town Clerk’s Office 
announces that nomination 
papers are now available for 
any voter wishing to be on the 
ballot for the Annual Town 
Election on June 10, 2025.

Nomination papers may 
be obtained in the Town 
Clerk’s office located at 110 
Main St. Office hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
& Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Wednesdays closed to public 
but available by phone for 
pick up. Call the office at 413-
267-4115

The deadline for ob-
taining nomination papers is 
Tuesday, April 22, 2025.

The following slate of of-
fices will appear on the ballot 
(1 SEAT):

Select Board
3 Years

Moderator
3 Years

Board Of Assessors
3 Years

Water/Sewer Commission
3 Years

Cemetery Commission
3 Years

Parks & 
Recreation Commission

3 Years
School Committee

3 Years (2 Seats)
Housing Authority

5 Years 

Questions may be di-
rected to the Clerk’s office at 
413-267-4115. All elections 
will take place at Memorial 
Hall located at 198 Main St., 
Monson from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Palmer nomination 
papers available

Monson nomination 
papers available

BRIMFIELD—Join 
Ronny Leblanc, global-
ly recognized figure in the 
world of paranormal, Big-
foot and UFOs will present 
“The UFO Phenomenon” at 
the Brimfield Senior Cen-
ter at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, 
March 14.

Ronny stars in Travel 
Channel’s Hit Series Expe-
dition Bigfoot on the Trav-
el Channel, Discovery, and 
Warner Bros Discovery. He 
also stars in Paranormal 
Caught On Camera. 

Ronny is an indepen-
dent researcher, screenwrit-
er and author of the critically 
acclaimed and best-selling 
book Monsterland:  Encoun-
ters with UFOs, Bigfoot and 
Orange Orbs which details 
the history and connection 
between the various phe-
nomena, highlighting his 
experience and a research 
area called Monsterland 
in Central Massachusetts.   
Ronny was the first person 

ever to cast a Bigfoot print 
in the Leominster State For-
est in the summer of 2010.   
He is a regular speaker at the 
Exeter UFO Festival, New 
England UFO Conference 
and ParaFest. 

Learn about the history 
of UFO sightings in Massa-
chusetts & Bigfoot sightings 
that continue to this day 
in and around Leominster 
State Forest. 

What Ronny suggests...
is controversial.   What if 
all these phenomena are 
connected?? What if it has 
something to do with the 
area itself and its history?   
People have heard about 
the Bridgewater Triangle of 
Southeastern Mass.  

Learn about this strange 
place within Central Massa-
chusetts from someone that 
believes that there is more 
than meets the eye. 

A light lunch will be 
served immediately after the 
program. 

Brimfield presents “The 
UFO Phenomenon“

PALMER—Torie Jock 
& Damage Control will be 
hosting FRIDAY NIGHT 
ROCKS! A rock band series 
occurring every other Friday 
at PHCC.

Bring your own beverag-
es and ID’s are required, there 
is a $10 entry fee.

Bands for March 14 are 
The Blares and TueTewsday, 
the special guest is Jonas 
Cain. 

Email toriejockmusic@
gmail.com for more info and 
for band booking.

“The Blares” are playing 
opening night at Friday Night 
Rocks at the Palmer Histori-
cal Cultural Center. A band 
composed of young adults 
and teenagers some being 
PHS alumni and one of the 
band mates currently attends 
PHS. 

We cover artists like 
Weezer, Jeff Buckley, The 
Backseat Lovers, etc... TueT-
ewsday is a local punk rock 
band. 

Friday night rocks at 
PHCC in Three Rivers
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Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Journal Register

Calendar
of Events

E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to
Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by 

Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register 
encourages readers to con-
tact event coordinators and 
organizers for updated event 
times. Have an event to pro-
mote? Email the information 
(in sentence form and as a 
Word doc or plain email text – 
no PDFs or flyers, please – to 
journalregister@turley.com.

ONGOING
C R A F T E R N O O N S : 

Drop in 2-4 p.m. daily at 
the Holland Public Library, 
23 Sturbridge Road to learn 
or practice different crafts. 
There are new crafts every 
Wednesday. For more infor-
mation, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD 
MUSEUM: Located at 35 
Ely Rd., Monson, nature 
trails are open daily until 
dusk for hiking, snowshoe-
ing and cross-country skiing. 
Trail maps can be found in 
the parking lot. The Phillips 
Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box 
on one of the signposts). For 
more information call 413-
267-4137, email khm@keep-
homesteadmuseum.org or 
visit keephomesteadmuseum.
org.

QUABOAG VALLEY 
QUILTERS GUILD: Mem-
bers meet at 1 p.m. on the first 
and third Thursdays of the 
month in the Amvets post at 
2150 Main St., Three Rivers. 
The Guild is a no-pressure 
group with varying degrees of 
accomplishments, from nov-
ice to Big E “Best In Show” 
winners. Dues are $55 a year. 

For more information, contact 
Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 
or Merry Mombourquette at 
283-7577. Follow them on 
Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING 
CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-
8:30 p.m., every Thursday at 
the Monson Polish Club, 7 
Bliss St, Monson. Rose’s line 
dancing classes include abso-
lute beginners and beginners, 
and participants get to dance 
to all types of music. $10 per 
class. Please wear comfort-
able footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 
p.m. the second Tuesday of 
every month at Top Floor 
Learning (third floor of the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. 
Main St.). Free and open to 
the public. Play available 
board and card games or 
bring your own. Must be 16 
or older unless accompanied 
by an adult. No Registration 
Required – just show up! 
Questions? Call 283-2329, 
or 283-3691, or email palew-
is19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CEN-
TER OPEN FOR WINTER 
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Thursday-Monday. The cen-
ter is located on Rt 116, at the 
center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive 
staff will be available for vis-
itors. Coming in January, pro-
grams will also be offered to 
highlight the Range’s special 
nature in winter, see the park 
web site for details. 

QI GONG:   Qi Gong at 
Monson Free Library with 
Randy Emerson. Every Tues-
day from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

UPCOMING
WALES CHURCH 

FARMER’S MARKET - Lo-
cated in the church pavilion 
across from the post office on 
the corner of Route 19 and 
Monson Road. Every Sat-
urday morning from 9 a.m 
- noon. It will begin on Me-
morial Day weekend and run 
throughout the summer until 
Labor Day. We offer home-
made baked goods, local hon-
ey, crafts, flea market items, 
antiques, and fruits and veg-
etables when in season. Ven-
dors welcome and there is no 
charge to set up a table.

BRIMFIELD—Here 
Today Adopted Tomor-
row (HTAT) invites all an-
imal lovers to our annual 
“Spay”ghetti Supper fund-
raiser at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Brimfield 
on Saturday, March 15. 

Enjoy a chef-prepared 
dinner while helping cats in 
need right here in our com-
munity! Whether you dine 
in or take your meal to go, 
it’s the perfect way to gath-
er with friends and family 
while supporting a great 
cause. Plus, enjoy raffles, 
prizes, and plenty of fun 
throughout the evening!

Now more than ever, 
shelters like HTAT are step-
ping up to help cats in need. 
Rising costs, limited access 
to veterinary care, and finan-
cial and housing challenges 
have led to more pets being 
surrendered. According to 
HTAT Executive Director 
Rachael Max, “Every ticket 
sold helps HTAT do what we 
do best—care for cats that 
might otherwise fall through 
the cracks, cats that might 
be traditionally seen as ‘un-
adoptable.’”

Max continued, “Each 
year, this event brings our 
community together in sup-
port of local cats who need 
us most. The funds raised 
allow us to care for cats 
who might not get a chance 
anywhere else—those with 
medical needs, behavioral 
challenges, or simply a hard-
er time finding a home. It’s 
more than just a meal—it’s 
a way to make a real differ-
ence.”

Every bite supports 

HTAT and helps cats (and 
the people who love them) 
in our community. Bring 
your appetite, bring your 
friends, and enjoy an 
evening of great food, 
great fun, and giving 
back!

The “Spay”ghet-
ti Supper takes place 
at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Brim-
field on Saturday, March 
15, from 5:00 to 6:30 PM. 
Advance tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for seniors & 
kids. To purchase tickets at a 
discounted price, visit www.
heretodaysanctuary.org or 
call 413-324-8224.

If you need assistance 
feeding or caring for your 
pet, HTAT can help. Local 
cat owners can spay or neu-
ter their cats for $80 or less, 
and strays and ferals can be 
fixed for free! Visit www.
heretodaysanctuary.org to 
learn more about our com-
munity assistance programs.

About Here Today Ad-
opted Tomorrow Animal 

Sanctuary

Here Today Adopt-
ed Tomorrow (HTAT) was 
founded by mother-daugh-
ter team Barbara Horn and 
Rachael Max. HTAT is a 
volunteer driven group fo-
cused on helping cats and 
the people who love them in 
our community. In 2012 we 
opened our no kill, cageless 
cat adoption center for adult 
cats and kittens in Brimfield, 
MA. It is deeply important 
to us that every resident’s 
stay at HTAT is comfortable 

and 

healthy, making for well-ad-
justed, happy animals. 
Shortly after opening, we 
realized there were more 
homeless cats than we could 
handle by adoption alone. 
We believe that pets are 
cherished members of the 
family and our ultimate goal 
is to keep pets and people to-
gether.  We have programs to 
help special needs cats flour-
ish and get adopted, as well 
as community assistance 
programs to help pet owners 
keep their pets, such as our 
Pet Food Pantry, low-cost 
spay-neuter program, and 
free cat behavior program. 
Each year, HTAT helps over 
1,500 animals and their fam-
ilies. For more information, 
visit heretodaysanctuary.
org. 

Visit Here Today Ad-
opted Tomorrow on Face-
book at facebook.com/here-
todaysanctuary, and follow 
us on Instagram at @hereto-
dayadoptedtomorrow.

Pasta for Paws
Here Today Adopted Tomorrow‘s “Spay”ghetti Supper

Preschool and
Kindergarten screenings

MONSON—Preschool 
and Kindergarten screenings 
for Monson residents will be 
the week of March 24-28. 
For preschool a child must 
be 3 by Sept. 1, 2025, for 
kindergarten a child must be 
5 by Sept. 1, 2025.

You can use this QR 
code to sign up for an ap-
pointment or call 413-267-
4160.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.



March 6, 2025    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTERPAGE 4

Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
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Viewpoints

Well, maybe I am get-
ting a bit ahead of 
myself. This com-

ing weekend the days will 
feel a little longer because of 
Daylight Savings, when we 
“spring forward” an hour. 

The evenings will begin 
to lure us outside after supper, 
maybe for a walk or just a 
look-see around the 
yard. For, me, one 
sign of “spring” is 
starting my pepper 
seeds indoors.  

They are the 
earliest transplants I 
grow at home, and I 
am so excited to get 
started!  

Regular read-
ers of the column 
may remember that 
I love growing pep-
pers. Perhaps it is because I 
have the perfect spot- stone 
edged raised beds – that con-
tain the heat and help them to 
grow quite successfully.

By week’s end my pep-
per seeds will have been sown 
in moist lightweight seed 
starting mix and placed on 
bottom heat. Seventy-eight 
to 80 degrees is perfect for 
germinating pepper seeds; at 
those temps I expect to see 
sprouting in eight days or so.  

Once they sprout, I will 
place the flats within inches 
of my shop lights and adjust 
the lights as they grow. When 
the second set of leaves form, 
known as the “true leaves,” 
the pepper seedlings will find 
their way into six packs or 
their own two inch pot.  

By late April or ear-
ly May, they will be given a 
larger pot once more; usually 
a four inch pot will do. Af-
ter a hardening off period, I 
will transplant them into the 
ground once it has warmed 
considerably- usually by June 
first.  

A couple weeks prior to 
that I provide black plastic 
mulch on top of soil to get 
it pre-heated and ready for 
these tropic loving plants.

Although there are over 

20 species of pepper, just one 
is known to American garden-
ers. It goes by the Latin name 
Capsicum annuum. Five cat-
egories of peppers fall under 
this heading, but I typically 
grow only the sweet types.

Green when immature, 
sweet bell peppers ripen to 
a rainbow of colors: yellow, 

orange, red, purple, ivory and 
even chocolate brown. We eat 
them in the green stage more 
so than when fully ripe, and 
that’s a shame. A little pa-
tience and a week or two lon-
ger in the garden will yield a 
sweet treat.  

If I had to choose only 
one variety to grow it would 
be AAS award winner “Car-
men,” bred right in Maine at 
Johnny’s Selected Seed. Nu-
merous six inch by two and a 
half inch red peppers make an 
appearance beginning in late 
July and continue through the 
first frost. 

Yes, I did say “late July!” 
If I’d dare to guess at the to-
tal yield of peppers per plant, 
one dozen would be a fair es-
timate. They are great fresh, 
frozen or fire roasted!    

Renee’s Garden sells a 
lovely little pepper by the 
name of “Yummy Belles.” 
The description is accurate 
when they say that the plants 
are “highly productive” and 
“load up” with lots of little 
three to four inch bright or-
ange peppers.  

They call them snack 
peppers, and they are just 
that. Make a decadent snack 
by filling with veggie cream 
cheese, or stick to healthier 

eating by adding one or two 
to a personal salad.

Paprika peppers also fall 
into the sweet pepper catego-
ry. Fruits are up to six inches 
long and three inches wide at 
the top and come to a blunt 
point.  

Dry and grind to make 
your own paprika spice in a 

coffee grinder. In-
dispensable when 
sprinkled on dev-
iled eggs!

Frying or pick-
ling peppers go by 
the names Sweet 
Banana, Sweet 
Hungarian, or Cu-
banelle among oth-
ers. They are good 
candidates for fry-
ing because of their 
thin walls and scant 

water content.  
Sweet Banana was noted 

in 1941 as an All American 
Selections winner and is still 
growing strong 60+ years lat-
er! 

Pimento peppers are 
those used to stuff with green 
olives. My Italian husband 
just loves it when his sister 
Denise makes this holiday 
treat! 

They grow a squatty 
three by four inches and are 
ripe when red or orange, de-
pending on variety. Expect 
these to take a bit longer than 
the other types, a full 85 or 
more days from transplant to 
harvest.

If you too are a pepper 
lover, and want to see the 
earliest yields possible, get 
ready, get set, and get sowing 
those pepper seeds!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

And just like that it’s spring

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) 
Frykenberg, RN

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am a married wom-

an, at my full retirement 
age and the primary earner 
in my marriage. 

How do I know if I 
should take my Social Se-
curity now or wait till 70? I 
will lose quite a bit if I take 
it now. How will it affect 
my taxes if I take it now 
while still working a full-
time job? 

Signed: Undecided 
 

Dear Undecided: 
As you apparently al-

ready know, waiting until 
you are 70 to claim Social 
Security will result in you 
getting your maximum 
possible monthly SS re-
tirement benefit. After your 
full retirement age, you get 
about 8% more each year 
you delay claiming up to 
age 70. But deciding ex-
actly when to claim should 
consider both your finan-
cial needs and, importantly, 
your life expectancy. 

If you don’t urgently 
need the money now and 
your life expectancy is at 
least “average,” then wait-
ing until age 70 to claim 
is usually the right choice. 
But if you urgently need 
the money or your life ex-
pectancy is less than aver-
age (mid-80s for a woman 
your current age), then 
claiming before age 70 is 
usually prudent.  

Regarding taxation, 
Social Security benefits 
may be taxable if your 
combined income from 
all sources exceeds the 
threshold for your IRS fil-
ing status. If you file taxes 
as “married/jointly” and 
your combined income in-
cluding your work income 
exceeds $32,000, then half 
of the SS benefits you re-
ceived during the tax year 
becomes part of your tax-
able income. 

But if your combined 
income is over $44,000, 
then up to 85% of your SS 
benefits becomes taxable 

income (the thresholds are 
lower for those who file as 
a single). So, your full-time 
work income will likely af-
fect how much of your So-
cial Security benefits are 
subject to income tax by 
the IRS.  

In the end, only you 
can decide when you 
should claim Social Secu-
rity. Taxation of benefits 
may be a factor to consider 
since you are still work-
ing full time (thus more 
of your SS benefits will 
be taxable). But waiting 
longer to claim results in a 
higher benefit for the rest 
of your life (your SS retire-
ment benefit will be .667% 
more for each month you 
delay, up to age 70). If the 
“rest of your life” is a long 
time and you don’t urgent-
ly need the money, waiting 
is often the right choice. If 
not, claiming earlier may 
be wiser.  

If you want to get a 
more personalized esti-
mate of your life expec-
tancy, I suggest you use 
the tool we use here at the 
AMAC Foundation: www.
socialsecurityreport.org/
tools/life-expectancy-cal-
culator/. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Should I wait until 
age 70 to claim 
Social Security? 

Women 
still face 
disparities 
in health 
care

As hard as it may be to 
understand 25 years into the 
21st century – and nearly 40 
years after March was des-
ignated as Women’s History 
Month -- women are fre-
quently  overlooked when it 
comes to medical research 
and treatment.

Studies have shown that 
symptoms of cardiovascular 
disease are treated more ag-
gressively in men than wom-
en. Women’s bodies mount 
a different immune response 

to vaccines, yet vaccines are 
still one-shot-fits-all. A 2021 
report found that clinical tri-
als in oncology, neurology, 
immunology and nephrology 
had the lowest female rep-
resentation relative to how 
much these diseases impact 
women. 

In the news right now 
are emerging lawsuits against 
Pfizer alleging that its widely 
used birth control, Depo-Pro-
vera, caused usually benign 
brain tumors called meningi-
omas. These tumors typically 
bring on headache, dizziness 
and depression, and guess 
what? Some women are find-
ing that it’s taken months or 
years for them to get a diag-
nosis. (Pfizer responds that 
its product has been proven 
safe over decades of use. Stay 
tuned.)

I don’t think doctors are 
necessarily dismissing wom-
en’s symptoms on purpose. 
Most of us humans have some 

level of built-in “implicit 
bias,” subconscious feelings, 
attitudes, prejudices and ste-
reotypes that have been baked 
into us throughout our lives.

And health-care provid-
ers are just that: human. Many 
grew up in families where 
women were not always giv-
en the same opportunities 
a generation ago that men 
were. They can be quite un-
aware that subconscious per-
ceptions, instead of facts and 
observations, are affecting 
their decision-making and in-
fluencing their care decisions.

I have worked with doc-
tors closely for decades and I 
have seen women’s concerns 
not taken as seriously, espe-
cially as it pertains to repro-
ductive care. Ovarian cancer 
is a good example because 
there’s no screening test for it 
and the symptoms can easily 
be interpreted as a digestive 
disorder, urinary tract infec-
tion or menstrual pain. By the 

time most women receive a 
diagnosis, their cancer is al-
ready at Stage III or IV. Poor 
women and women of color 
are particularly affected.

Women, meanwhile, are 
often socialized to be nice, 
never question a doctor, and 
never want to be perceived 
as a “problem” if they speak 
up for a family member. This 
may result in the patient be-
coming more and more frus-
trated because her symptoms 
being dismissed (“It’s all in 
your head”) or minimized.

Patients of all genders 
and backgrounds can help 
themselves if they’re encoun-
tering an experience with 
what appears to be implicit 
bias. Here are some sugges-
tions:

1. Don’t go it alone.
Doctors typically spend 

much more time teaching, re-
viewing labs and answering 
questions when an advocate 

or informed family member is 
attending the visit. One of my 
tried-and-true recommenda-
tions is to bring someone with 
you to all appointments, have 
them take notes and tell them 
to feel free to ask questions. If 
they’re not a spouse, you can 
give your verbal permission 
for a provider to discuss your 
care with them.

2. Prepare for your ap-
pointments.

An implicit bias may lead 
a doctor to automatically label 
a patient as “hypochondriac” 
based on their presentation 
or demeanor, without fully 
considering the possibility of 
a real medical condition. You 
can guard against this by re-
searching your symptoms on 
authoritative websites, such 
as WebMD.com or CDC.gov, 
and come prepared with notes 
and questions.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/6/25-3/12/253/6/25-3/12/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ZALO SEAFOOD MIX 2 LB BAG
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SQUID, OCTOPUS ......

USDA INSP. FROZEN FARM RAISED

TALAPIA FILETS ............................

$599
lb

ea
$799

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BREADED FLOUNDER FILETS $399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SALMON PORTIONS .....................

77¢
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$349
lb

$669
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

$144
lb

$191

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
DILUSSO 
REDUCED SODIUM HAM ....

$399
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............$299

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET .................

$469
lb

BEEF 
EYE ROUND

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE .

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$989

lb

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

Lenten Specials

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

   CORNED BEEF 
AND CABBAGE 

DINNER
Sunday, March 9th 2025

Sponsored by the
SONS of AMVETS Squadron 74
2150 Main Street, Three Rivers

CURB-SIDE PICK-UP ONLY

Serving 12 Noon to 3 p.m. 
“ While Supply Lasts ”

  Price: $18.00

DRIVE-IN  ➤  PLACE  ORDER
➤  PAY  ➤  PICK-UP  

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WESTFIELD - The 
Western Massachusetts Mas-
ter Gardener Association is 
gearing up for the coming 
spring with its upcoming 
Spring Gardening Workshops 
on March 29.

The event takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at West-
field South Middle School 
has 10 workshops this year, 
which are “Making Your 
Garden Edible,” a hands-on 
workshop called “Updating 
an Old Garden,” “Gardening 
in Shades of Shade,” “Native 
Plants,” “Healthy Lawns,” 
“Vase Worthy Gardening,” 
another hands-on workshop 
called “Growing and Using 
Herbs,” “Companion Plant-
ing,” “Ins and Outs of House 
Plants” and “Garden Gold: 
Soil and Compost.”

There will also be raffles 
and a marketplace fair with in-
formational booths, vendors, 
a soil testing station testing 
for PH and texture, an Ask a 
Master Gardener Booth, com-
plimentary refreshments and 
more.

This year’s speakers 
include retired nutritionist 
and Master Gardener Chris 
Brown, Larri Cochran, cer-
tified horticulturist and 
Landscape for Life Trainer, 
Northampton Community 
Garden co-director, and vice 
president of the Western Mas-
sachusetts Master Gardener 
Association, Ken Conway, 
head gardener at Better View 
Landscapes, Janet Dodder, 
Horticulture Education Chair 
for the Springfield Garden 
Club, Leslie Duthie, horti-
culturist at Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Cornell Master 
Gardener Chris Ferrero, Mas-

ter Gardener Ed Sourdif-
fe, aka “The Green Thumb 
Guru,” award-winning au-
thor Eric Toensmeier and 
Jen Werner, Urban Forestry 
Commissioner for the City of 
Northampton.

Seats are filling up fast 
and everyone is encouraged 
to register very soon. Online 
registration through March 27 
is $30 for two seminars and, 
if sessions are available, $40 
cash only at the door the day 
of.

For those who may not 
want to register online, they 
can download the form and 
send it in with a check, which 
needs to be mailed and arrive 
by March 16.

Rosey Bonner, a member 
of the WMMGA and part of 
the Planning Committee for 
the event, explained the as-
sociation has been around for 
many years, becoming a non-
profit after the Master Gar-
dener Program Funding was 
cut in 1989.

The association oversees 
three sub-regions in Frank-
lin, Hampden, Berkshire and 
Hampshire counties, takes 
part in community projects 
and also speaks at libraries, 
Farmers Markets, garden 
clubs and more.

“Our primary mission as 
master gardeners is we con-
sider ourself a service orga-
nization and our mission, re-
ally, is to educate the public 
on best practices in garden-
ing on sustainable gardening 
practices,” Bonner said. “So, 
that’s what this workshop is 
all about.”

Bonner shared she’s one 
of the newer members of the 
association and joined after 
retiring as a school adminis-
trator.

“So, when I retired, this 
is what I said I wanted to get 

my hands in the dirt and do,” 
Bonner said.

Bonner explained one 
workshop is already filled up 
and they are categorized into 
groups to serve gardeners at 
all levels who “have different 
loves and likes,” expressing 
excitement for all the offer-
ings coming up.

“So, we have many gar-
deners that love flowers--and 
landscaping and flowers--so 
we put three of the workshops 
geared towards that, and one 
of them is ‘Gardening in the 
Shades of Shade,’” Bonner 
said. “People always strug-
gle. ‘What do I plant in the 
shade?’ We can find lots of 
plants to put in the sun, and 
so this speaker--who is a Cor-
nell Master Gardener--will be 
talking about some of the nu-
ances of that and suggestions 
of plants.”

The “Vase Worthy Gar-
dening” workshop, Bonner 
added, focuses on “how to put 
flowers in your existing beds 
and landscape that you can 
use as cut garden flowers to 
make basis of flowers.”

“And the third one--
which is nearest and dearest 
to our hearts as master gar-

deners--is native plants. Be-
cause we really know for our 
bugs and our birds and every-
thing to survive that whole 
life cycle, we need diversity 
in our yards,” Bonner said. 
“But, we need native plants 
because our native insects 
need plants. They may be get-
ting nectars and dolts from 
one plant, but they can’t lay 
their eggs on that plant. They 
need a different native plant 
as a host plant.”

Another workshop Bon-
ner looks forward to is about 

the ins and outs of house 
plants.

“People are always 
wanting to know ‘what do I 
do with my house plants?’ 
because these are the times 
you’re transplanting, you’re 
getting them outside. So, Ed 
Souddiffe--he’s a master gar-
dener--he will be conducting 
that workshop,” Bonner said.

The “Garden Gold: Soil 
and Compost” workshop, 
which focuses on compost 
and soil, is another one near 
and dear to the association.

“You can have the health-
iest plants that you’re about to 
put in. You can have the great 
sun, good wind. You don’t 
have good soil, your plants 
aren’t going to thrive. So, Jan-
et will really talk about what 
makes up good soil, how do 
you keep your soil healthy 
and part of that is how you 
make and use compost as 

a supplement to your soil,” 
Bonner said.

Bonner encourages all 
surrounding communities to 
check out the workshops this 
year and sign up as soon as 
possible to secure their seat.

“We want you to get 
out in the garden and enjoy 
it, have a healthy productive 
(season) and this is a great 
way to get some knowledge, 
but it also gets you inspired. 
The end of March gets you 
saying, ‘Time to get in there.’ 
We call it ‘Let’s Get Grow-
ing’ because we will grow as 
learners, but we want to get 
our plants and our flowers and 
our vegetables growing

and think of new and 
different things and get re-
sources,” Bonner said. “So, 
I’d say get on out here and get 
inspired for spring!”

To learn more and to reg-
ister, visit wwmga.org.

Spring Gardening Workshops take place on March 29

Heidi Dollard from the Mass Pollinator Network talks with an 
attendee; the organization will be one of many on hand again 
at this year’s WMMGA’s Gardening Workshops.

Master Gardener Chris Brown, Larri Cochran, certified horticul-
turist and Landscape for Life Trainer, Northampton Community 
Garden co-director, and vice president of the Western Massa-
chusetts Master Gardener Association, talks with an attendee 
about herbs.

There will also be plant sales as shown in this photo from last 
year’s WMMGA Gardening Workshops.

Submitted photos Rosey Bonner

A group shot of the members of the Western Massachusetts 
Master Gardener Association at the registration table.

Larri Cochran speaking about 
gardens in 2024 will be one 
of the speakers again this 
year.
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Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Key decisions 
for retired couples

Once you and your spouse retire, you’ll have some 
decisions to make — decisions that could affect your quality of 
life in your retirement years. What are these choices?

Here a few of the most important ones:
• How much should you withdraw from your 

retirement accounts? By the time you retire, you may have 
contributed for decades to an IRA and a 401(k) or similar 
employer-sponsored retirement plan. But once you retire, 
you’ll probably need to draw on these accounts to help pay 
your living expenses. Consequently, both of you will need 
to be sure that you don’t withdraw so much each year that 
you risk running out of money later in your retirement. One 
common guideline is to aim for an annual withdrawal rate of 
4%, but everyone’s situation is different based on age, pre-
retirement income, lifestyle, health, travel plans and other 
factors. (Once you turn 73, or 75 if you were born in 1960 or 
later, you will have to take certain amounts, based on your age 
and account balance, from your traditional IRA and traditional 
401(k) each year.)

• When should you take Social Security? The answer 
to this question depends on many factors, such as your age 
and other sources of income. You can take Social Security as 
early as age 62, but your monthly payments will typically be 
bigger if you wait until your full retirement age, which will be 
age 67 if you were born in 1960 or later. And if you can afford 
to wait even longer, your payments will “max out” when you 
reach age 70. Your decision on when to take Social Security 
can affect your spouse — and vice versa. If the lower-earning 
spouse claims Social Security before their full retirement 
age — again, age 67 — their own retirement benefit and any 
potential spousal benefit will be reduced. (Spousal benefits are 
given to the lower-earning spouse if their full retirement benefit 
is less than half the other spouse’s full retirement benefit.) 

• Should you downsize? If you live in a big home and 
your children are grown, you may find it economical to 
downsize. Of course, this is also an emotional decision, but 
you may find that you can save money by moving into a 
smaller home.

•  Where should you live? Some states are far more 
expensive to live in than others. You’ll want to weigh your 
decision carefully, considering the cost of housing, food, 
income and real estate taxes, transportation and health care 
in whatever state you choose.

• Have you finished your estate plans? If not, now is 
the time. You’ll want to work with your legal professional to 
create whatever documents are needed — a will, living trust, 
power of attorney — to help ensure your assets go where 
you want them to go, and that your financial and health care 
choices will be protected if you become physically or mentally 
incapacitated. 

Of course, many of these same issues will apply if you 
are single, divorced or widowed. But if you are married, you 
and your spouse will want to discuss all your choices and 
then decide which steps to take. Once you’ve got your plans 
in place, you may well find that you can fully enjoy your 
retirement years. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Hunter E. Boody ChFC
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

MONSON—It is with 
profound sadness and heavy 
hearts, we bid farewell to 
our dearest Ronald G. “Ron” 
Hess Sr., who passed away 
peacefully at the age of 83 
on February 27, 2025. Ron 
was born on June 4, 1941, 
in Westfield, MA, to his lov-
ing parents George and Pat 
(Gough) Hess, who have 
since passed on.

Ron was a beloved fi-
ancé, father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather who 
touched the lives of all who 
knew him. His dedication 
to his family was unwaver-
ing, and his warm presence 
will be profoundly missed. 
Ron’s kindness, generosity, 
and unwavering love will 
forever be remembered and 
cherished by his family and 
friends.

Ron dedicated many 
years of his life to his work 
as an insurance agent, first 
with Metropolitan Insurance 
Company for 25 years, and 
later with Dodson Group In-
surance for 20 years until his 
well-deserved retirement. 

His work ethic, 
integrity, and pas-
sion for helping 
others have left a 
lasting impact on 
all who had the 
pleasure of work-
ing with him.

Aside from 
his professional 
accomplishments, 
Ron was a man 
of many passions. His love 
for motorcycles, music and 
photography was evident 
in all aspects of his life. He 
found true joy in spending 
time riding his motorcycle, 
camping, playing his guitar, 
singing around the campfire, 
fishing, and creating beauti-
ful memories with his loved 
ones and friends.

Ron is survived by his 
devoted fiancé of 35 years, 
Brenda Lovell; his daugh-
ters, Karen Hess and Tammy 
Sandomierski, and son-in-
law Tommy; his daughter-
in-law Tracy Hess; his cher-
ished grandchildren, Katrina, 
Caroline, Colin, Caitlyn, 
and Kade; and his adored 

great-grandchil-
dren, Benjamin, 
Bentley and Ame-
lia. Ron was pre-
deceased by his 
parents, George 
and Pat, and his 
son, Ron Hess, 
Jr. His memory 
will forever live 
on in the hearts of 
his family and all 

those who had the privilege 
of knowing him.

A celebration of Ron’s 
life will take place on March 
11, 2025, from 4-7pm at 
the Beers & Story Funeral 
Home in Palmer, with a fu-
neral service following the 
next morning at 10am. Ron 
will be laid to rest at Hill-
crest Cemetery in Monson.

In honor of Ron’s mem-
ory, donations can be made 
to St. Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal or the ASPCA. We invite 
you to join us in celebrating 
Ron’s life and the compas-
sion he showed to others. He 
will forever remain in our 
hearts. 

M O N S O N — P h i l l i p 
Dana Plumley, 87, passed 
away peacefully at home, sur-
rounded by his loving family 
on Feb. 24, 2025. Born on 
Feb. 23, 1938, in Monson, to 
the late Ray Hale and Clara 
Ella (Boomhower) Plum-
ley.  Phillip graduated from 
Springfield Trade School and 
worked many jobs utilizing 
his skills as a mechanic, but 
his passion was his farm.  He 
enjoyed raising cattle and 
spending time on his tractor 
tending to the land and the 
farm. 

Phillip was not just a man 
of talent in his profession he 
also embraced a variety of in-
terests throughout his lifetime.  
He enjoyed stock car racing, 
Boston Red Sox, snowmobil-
ing, fishing, holiday gather-
ings and spending time with 

family playing cards.  
Phillip was predeceased 

by his wife Lillian of 53 years 
who passed away in 2013. He 
leaves behind a loving family 
that includes his daughters, 
Lynn E. Smith and her hus-
band Jeff of Windsor Locks, 
Laurie A. Belliveau and her 
husband Ray of Monson, and 
Susan M. Jett and her husband 
Drew of Monson. He is also 
survived by his sister, Diane 
Putek, who carries fond mem-
ories of their lives together.

His legacy continues with 
his beloved grandchildren: 
Stacy, Drew, Justin, Thomas, 
Phillip, Katherine, Victoria, 
and Ethan, along with his 
great-grandchildren, Lillian, 
Henry, Bode and Theodore. 
The warmth of his spirit will 
forever remain in the hearts of 
his several nieces and neph-

ews who cherished their times 
with him.

Phillip was predeceased 
by his brothers, Richard and 
Lawrence, and his sisters, 
Harriet, Shirley, and Faye.  
His acts of kindness and sense 
of humor will remain in our 
memories and hearts forever.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made in Phillip’s 
name to Massachusetts 4-H 
Foundation, 1661 Worcester 
Road, Suite 201, Framing-
ham, MA 01701 or Monson 
Fire Dept. Ambulance Fund, 
200 Main Street, Monson, 
MA 01057

Lombard Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with the 
arrangements. All services are 
private. For online condolenc-
es please visit http://www.
lombardfuneralhome.com

It is with heavy hearts 
that we announce the passing 
of Matthew Michael Thomas, 
a beloved son, brother, uncle, 
and partner, who departed 
this life on Feb. 26, 2025, in 
Springfield, Massachusetts sur-
rounded by his loved ones after 
a brave battle with aggressive 
stage 4 gastric cancer. Born on 
Nov. 17, 1984, in Springfield, 
Matthew lived his entire life in 
Palmer, Mass.

Matthew’s life was inter-
twined with music and adven-
ture from a young age. A grad-
uate of Palmer High School, 
class of 2003, he later pursued 
his passion for music produc-
tion at the Conservatory of 
Recording Arts & Sciences in 
Phoenix, Arizona. His love for 
music was evident as he skill-
fully played the bass guitar, 
sharing his talent with friends 
and family.

Professionally, Matthew 
dedicated himself to serv-
ing the Hampden Wilbraham 
School District for the past 
three years.

Matthew’s adventurous 
spirit and love for the outdoors 

were reflected in his 
passion for mountain 
biking, especially 
at the White Moun-
tains in New Hamp-
shire and Berkshire 
East. Fondly known 
amongst his Thunder 
Mountain family, he 
found joy and cama-
raderie on the trails.

An enthusias-
tic fan of the Boston Red Sox, 
Matthew also cherished the 
game of baseball, which he 
played during his youth. His 
weekends were often spent 
cheering for Evan at his foot-
ball games, blending his love 
for sports with family devo-
tion.

He leaves behind his lov-
ing parents, Philip and Marilyn 
(Fitzgerald) Thomas of Palm-
er; his beloved brother, Ryan 
Thomas and his wife Amanda 
of Monson; and his nephew 
and niece, James and Claira 
Thomas, also of Monson. Mat-
thew’s loving heart belonged 
to his partner, Kim Forni and 
her son Evan of Belchertown, 
with whom he shared countless 

cherished moments. 
His memory will 
also be treasured by 
numerous aunts, un-
cles, cousins, and an 
extensive circle of 
friends.

A visitation to 
honor Matthew’s 
life will be held on 
Saturday, March 8 
from 2 to 4 p.m., fol-

lowed by a memorial service at 
4 p.m., all at Christ Commu-
nity Church, located at 1255 
Federal St., Belchertown, MA. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
kindly requests that donations 
be made in his memory to 
Shriners Hospital for Children 
in Springfield or the American 
Cancer Society.  Beers & Story 
Palmer Funeral Home was en-
trusted with the arrangements.  

Matt will forever be re-
membered for his vibrant ener-
gy, his passion for life, and the 
indelible mark he left on the 
hearts of those who knew him. 
May his legacy continue to in-
spire and uplift those he loved.

DEATH  NOTICES

Obituaries

Ronald G. Hess, Sr.
Died February 27, 2025
Services March 11, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Phillip Dana Plumley
Died Feb. 24, 2025
Services are private
Lombard Funeral Home

Matthew Michael Thomas
Died Feb. 26, 2025
Services March 8, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Ronald G. Hess, Sr.

Phillip Dana Plumley  ~  1938-2025

Matthew Michael Thomas

PHS Class of 1975 Reunion
PALMER—Hey 1975 

PHS classmates! It’s time 
to reconnect reminisce and 
make new memories.

Come catch up with 
old friends, share stories 

and celebrate the journey 
we’ve all been on since 
graduation.

We are planning a fall 
reunion. The venue is yet 
to be determined accord-

ing to response.
Email Cindy at: CCo-

lburn172@comcast.net or 
visit our Facebook page at: 
Palmer High Class of 75 
Reunion Page
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We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of passage 
for millions of youngsters 
each year. Many adults look 
back fondly on their experi-
ences at summer camp, often 
crediting such times as for-
mative periods in their lives. 
Summer camp benefits chil-
dren in a myriad ways.

• Campers continue to 
socialize throughout sum-
mer. Socializing isn’t just for 
the school year. While chil-
dren in high school might be 
independent enough to come 
and go with their friends 
during summer break, kids 
who are still in elementa-
ry school or middle school 
might not be old enough to 
handle such freedom. That 

can make it hard to stay in 
touch with friends, which in 
turn can contribute to feel-
ings of boredom and lone-
liness. Camp provides am-
ple opportunities for young 
children to socialize during a 
time of year when they might 
not see their school friends as 
often as they’re used to. 

• Campers can expand 
their horizons. Though some 
summer camps are exclusive 
to residents of certain com-
munities, many tend to fea-
ture children from numerous 
towns or municipalities. Such 
camps provide an opportu-
nity for campers to expand 
their horizons by engaging 
with youngsters who come 
from different backgrounds.

• Camp can get kids 
off their devices. Modern 
children are growing up in 
a digital world, and parents 
know how hard it can be to 
get kids to put down their de-
vices and get outdoors. But 
the key to making that pivot 
could be access to outdoor 
play spaces. Many summer 
camps are structured around 
outdoor play, making them a 
potentially invaluable ally as 
parents seek to help children 
cut back on the time they 
spend using their devices. 
Children who do not attend 
camp and live in households 
where both parents work or 
in single-parent households 
where Mom or Dad works 
may be forced to spend much 

of summer indoors, which 
could increase the frequency 
with which they turn to de-
vices to occupy their time.

• Camp adds structure to 
summer days. Once a school 
year ends, the structure a 
school day provides vanishes 
into thin air. Couple that with 
extracurricular activities that 
go on hiatus during summer 
vacation, and kids accus-
tomed to structure are left 
with little to do and no need 
to schedule their time.

There’s no shortage of 
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where 
kids can socialize, grow and 
get off their devices while 
engaged in structured but 
stress-free activities. 

Each year, campers of 
all ages head off to nearby 
recreation centers or travel to 
rural areas to claim their cab-
ins and bunks. Here’s a deep 
look at some of the statistics 
surrounding summer camps. 

1,467: The number 
of day camps in the United 
States run by the YMCA. - 
YMCA

$3.91 billion: The peak 
market size of the summer 
camp sector in the United 
States in 2019, before stay-
at-home-restrictions affected 
statistics in subsequent years. 
-Statista

14 million: The average 
number of American summer 
camp registrants each year. - 
American Camp Association

1 week: The most pop-
ular session length for sum-
mer camp, although the ma-
jority of independent camp 
operators offer four-, six- 
and eight-week sessions. - 
American Camp Association

50: The percentage of 
respondents whose camps 
charge $1,000 or more per 
session, with most programs 
costing between $1,000 and 
$1,500. - CampMinder

58 to 63: The percent-
age of female staff members 
at overnight and day camps, 
respectively. - American 
Camp Association

200 to 300: The av-
erage number of campers 
served each session. - Camp-
Minder

7 in 10: The number of 
camps that run 10 or more 
different programs. - Camp-
Minder

79: The percentage 
of camps that maintain a 
screen-free environment. - 
CampMinder

The benefits of attending summer camp Camp by the numbers

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE

year,” Corwin said. “This year it was 
only funded at $16 million. Gover-
nor Maura Healy so far has recom-
mended level funding at $16 million 
for next year.”

Corwin mentioned that the town 
received $366,000 in rural this year, 
and that if it were fully funded to the 
recommended level, the town could 
comfortably expect to receive up-
wards of $1 million in state aid.

Committee Chair Alison Mor-
gan asked how the state determines 
the level of funding, and Corwin ex-
plained that the governor makes her 
recommendation, along with recom-
mendations from the House and Sen-
ate, which are then reconciled by a 
conference committee.

“This process is still underway,” 
Corwin said. “That’s why we real-
ly need to lobby the representatives 
and the senators to increase from the 
number that Governor Healey rec-
ommended.”

As the only rural school dis-
trict in State Representative Angelo 
Puppulo’s constituency, Corwin ap-
proached the committee to ask one 
or more members to work together 
to arrange a meeting and request his 
support for procuring adequate and 
equitable state funding for the town’s 
schools.

The committee was unanimous-
ly in favor of the initiative and eager 
to be involved. Corwin and Morgan 
agreed to coordinate separately and 
use online resources to determine 
dates for collaborative meetings.

3. Be assertive, but not rude or angry.
Expressing extreme anger and frustration, 

or calling into question the provider’s intel-
ligence, education or caring, might actually 
cause a doctor to want to avoid you, dismiss 
you as having mental health issues – or even 
“fire” you as a patient. I counsel all my clients 
to be persistent but polite and never alienate 
those caring for you.

4. If all else fails, change doctors.
 If you feel like you are being treated 

disrespectfully and your concerns are not ad-
dressed, get a second opinion or switch doctors 
immediately. You can take that to an extreme, 
however. I’ve seen patients go “shopping” for a 
diagnosis until they find a provider who agrees 
with them. This isn’t helpful, either.

5. Consider hiring a professional pa-
tient advocate.

A patient advocate who has training as a 
nurse or other medical professional can take a 
dispassionate look at you and your symptoms, 
speak to your health-care provider with some 
authority and interpret test results and conver-
sations in lay language.

Women have come a long way when it 
comes to health care, but we haven’t achieved 
equity yet. Learning to advocate for yourself is 
one way to make progress.

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg, is a registered 
nurse and board certified patient advocate and 
founder of www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical professionals to 
become successful private patient advocates.   
Teri offers a free phone consultation to Turley 
Newspaper readers as well as to nurses inter-
ested in becoming advocates.   Reach her at 
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

HEALTH  ❙  from page 4

week three to two depending 
on need.

“That position was 40 
hours, but it was a seasonal per-
son,” Pascale said. “I’ve had ads 
out there for seasonal help for 
years and no one applies because 
no one seems to want to work 
16 hours a week. We’re lucky 
enough to have one retiree that 
does put in a couple days a week, 
but it’s hard to find that other 
spot.”

Pascale said that a shared 
departmental position would 
lead to having a better quality 
employee to provide backup for 
the related departments.

After the Parks and Recre-
ation Department’s budget re-
view, the meeting moved on to 
the Water/Sewer Department. 
Superintendent Craig Jalbert in-
troduced the Deputy Superinten-
dent, at said that the department 
was able to hire another position 

in January.
“We were lucky to find 

him,” said the guy who hasn’t 
introduced himself. “He had 11 
years experience in the water 
field working in West Spring-
field. He also worked some time 
along with Bill at Tye & Bond as 
a Construction Observer, so that 
was great.”

Jalbert pointed out the big-
gest change in the budget, which 
was electricity.

“We’re looking for an ad-
ditional $15,000 for next fiscal 
year,” Jalbert said. “It’s extreme-
ly difficult to budget when you’re 
jumping around as far as cost to 
kilowatt.”

Committee Chair Peter Fi-
mognari asked about the Variable 
Speed Pump that was projected 
to save as much as $9,000.

“To get those savings, you 
basically have to start reducing 
the output of the well pump, 
which it’s all designed to do,” 

Jalbert said. “We never went and 
did all that stuff, because once 
you get your corrosion control 
chemical and your disinfection 
chemical, you get them dialed in 
to where you want them on the 
output that we’re using on a daily 
basis.

“It’s difficult to do that be-
cause, once you get it dialed in, 
then the seasons change, and 
water quality changes a little 
bit,” Jalbert continued, “and now 
you’re looking at adding a little 
bit more chlorine, you’re adding 
a little bit more corrosion control 
chemical, and in the other time of 
year you’re taking some out.”

Jalbert said that regardless 
of electricity usage, which has 
remained mostly the same for the 
department, the cost is spiking 
because of the price per kilowatt.

The Finance Committee 
also went over its own depart-
ment’s budget during the meet-
ing.

SCHOOLS  ❙  from page 1

FINCOM  ❙  from page 1

PALMER – The Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, 
the non-profit organization that 
promotes business and develop-
ment within surrounding com-
munities of Hampden, Hamp-
shire, and Worcester counties, 
has announced its Handbag & 
Hand Tool Bingo Night fund-
raiser.  

The event will take place 

on Friday, March 21 at AM-
VETS Post 74 in Three Rivers. 
The Chamber will produce 10 
exciting bingo rounds, each with 
a grand prize featuring one of 
seven designer handbags or one 
of three premium tools up for 
grabs.

Tickets can be purchased 
on QHMA.com. The registra-
tion fee is $40 per person and 

includes 10 bingo cards, bingo 
dauber, delicious snack platters, 
bonus raffle ticket and a cash bar.

Proceeds from the bingo 
event will benefit the Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce 
and its on-going mission to as-
sist its more than two-hundred 
member businesses succeed and 
grow with programs and initia-
tives throughout the year.

QHMA invites public to Bingo Night fundraiser
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333TUTORING

AVAILABLE
Meet Your 

Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Contact Us 
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: 

info@topfloorlearning.org
WILTON’S CHILDRENS STOREWILTON’S CHILDRENS STORE

E. Main Street  ❘  Ware, MA
413-967-5811

www.wiltonkids.com

Hours:
Tues.-Sat 10-4

Sun. 12-4

Charge
& Debit

Accepted

Wilton’sWilton’s

BLANKETS $15.00      BLANKETS $15.00      
THROWS $10.00THROWS $10.00

hashas BERKSHIRE BLANKETS  BERKSHIRE BLANKETS 
AND THROWS!!! AND THROWS!!! While they last!While they last!

THREE RIVERS – Three Rivers 
Fire Department was toned out late Fri-
day night for smoke conditions in the vi-
cinity of Bourne Street. 

Upon arrival crews determined that 
there was a working chimney fire. Per-

sonnel quickly initiated rooftop and in-
terior operations to stop the fire. Three 
Rivers Fire Department requested as-
sistance from Palmer Fire Department, 
which responded with Tower 161.

Units from both departments were 

on the scene until shortly after midnight.
Three Rivers Fire Department 

would like to remind residents of the im-
portance of regular chimney cleanings 
and maintenance.

1920s or ‘30s, how to handle 
a birth certificate that has a 
middle initial instead of a 
name, and many questions 
asking the clerk, “how would 
you answer?”

“Large cities and towns 
probably deal with some of 
that stuff all the time, but I’m 
so glad that I went through 
because I may have never 
learned. Some of those ques-
tions were things I may have 
otherwise never have thought 

about, so it was a great learn-
ing experience just to take the 
test.”

Clerks taking the test 
must sign an affidavit that 
they will take the test alone 
and won’t seek help from any 
outside parties. Fagerstrom 
said that the ethical portion 
was very important to her.

“I had about two and a 
half weeks to do it,” Fager-
strom said. “You can’t say it’s 
‘open book’ because there is 
no book, just Massachusetts 
General Law, we’re read-
ing that and going back and 
forth and trying to find the 
answers.”

Fagerstrom was able to 

get a nearly-perfect score at 
96.4%. She said that taking 
the test was a learning expe-
rience in itself, providing her 
a number of single questions 
that may never have other-
wise come up.

“In the clerk’s office, 
you never know who’s go-
ing to walk through the door 
and what question they’re 
going to ask, what their need 
is,” Fagerstrom said. “On the 
spot learning – that’s what I 
think I’ve done – I think it’s 
great, but it’s not so much 
getting your feet wet as get-
ting thrown into a lake. I must 
have been learning enough 
each year, because we had a 

really successful election year 
in ‘24, even in the local elec-
tion we had over 800 ballots 
cast.”

“It’s been fun,” Fager-
strom said. “I think the most 
important part is I inherited 
a great crew of coworkers 
that have been here for many 
years and just accepted me 
with open arms, and I’m just 
so grateful.”

If you would like to con-
gratulate the Town Clerk on 
her new certification, you can 
visit her at Town Hall at 21 
Main St.

CLERK  ❙  from page 1

PALMER—Do you 
enjoy hiking, hunting, fish-
ing, or other outdoor recre-
ation? Are you interested in 
protecting local land, water, 
and wildlife?  Are you cu-
rious about Opacum Land 
Trust, land conservation, or 
how you could get involved? 
Join Opacum Land Trust for 
our 25th Anniversary Annu-
al Meeting Breakfast – All 
are welcome to this free 
event! The breakfast will be 
held on Saturday, March 15 
at Pathfinder High School, 
Panek St, Palmer, MA from 
10 a.m. to noon. At noon, 
Opacum Directors Glenn 
Colburn and Toni Uliana 
will lead an optional walk at 
the Stephen and June Sko-
rupski Woodland Preserve 
on Silver Street in Monson. 

Come for the delicious 
breakfast and stay for the 
celebration as Opacum 
Land Trust commemorates 
a quarter century of local 
land conservation. Reflect 

on 25 years of protecting 
the land, water, and wildlife 
of south-central Massachu-
setts and learn more about 
Opacum Land Trust’s plans 
for 2025 and beyond.  

REMEMBER TO 
RSVP – Please RSVP by 
March 6. You can RSVP 
on our website at https://
www.opacumlt.org/events/
annual-meeting-breakfast/, 
by scanning the QR code 
below or call the Opacum 
Land Trust office at (508) 
347-9144. 

About Opacum Land 
Trust:

Opacum Land Trust is 
a regional, non-profit land 
conservation organization 
that protects land, water, 
and wildlife for current and 
future generations. Founded 
in 2000, Opacum currently 
protects over 4,050 acres of 
land and is actively working 
to protect more land across 
south-central Massachu-
setts. 

Public invited to OLT
annual meeting breakfast

Three Rivers Fire Dep. stops chimney fire

INDIAN ORCHARD 
– A Polish Plate Dinner—
four Pierogi, one Golabek, 
Kielbasa, Kapusta and Rye 
Bread—will be held on Sat-
urday, March 22, 2025 from 
1 to 4 p.m. at Immaculate 
Conception Church Hall, 25 
Parker St. Indian Orchard, 
MA.

Eat In or Take Out. 
Tickets at $20 per plate are 
available by calling:

Maria Kowalski at 413-

222-6229, Irena Wurszt at 
413-427-5846 or the Par-
ish Office Monday through 
Wednesday, 3 to 6 p.m. at 
413-543-3627 

There are also options 
for  the following:

Frozen Polish Food 
Sale (Golabki (3) $12, Ka-
pusta (Large) $10.

Pierogi (Cabbage & Po-
tato & Cheese) $14, (Sweet 
Cheese, Blueberry) $15.

Polish Plate Dinner March 22
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON—Phenome-
nal, excellent, great, magnif-
icent, awesome, remarkable, 
and first-rate. 

Those are only a few ad-
jectives that can describe the 
performance of Monson se-
nior forward Olivia Chrzan 
in the final home game of her 
varsity basketball career.

Chrzan recorded a tri-
ple-double leading the 

12th-seeded Lady Mustangs 
to a 69-45 victory over the 
21st-seeded New Mission 
Lady Titians, in a Division 5 
state tournament game held at 
Michael J. Kane Gymnasium, 
last Thursday night.

“Olivia is a great athlete 
and a great kid. It was a very 
special performance, and I 
can’t speak more highly of 
her,” said first-year Monson 
head coach Alyssa Darling, 

Mustangs gets win in 
Round of 32

PALMER – Last Tuesday night, 
Palmer found itself down 14-2 after just 
one quarter and the offense was strug-
gling to get shots off. But the defense 
stepped up and closed 
down rival Ware’s offense 
and the Panthers squeezed 
by the Indians 39-38 in 
the preliminary round of 
the Division 5 State 
Tournament. Palmer 
and Ware matched 
up in the tourna-
ment last year in the 
Round of 32 with 
Palmer scoring 
a win. Palmer 
moved into 
this year’s 
Round of 
32 and was 
scheduled to face 
Hoosac Valley.

Panthers score upset in state tourney opener

Loretta Petrashewicz looks 
to make a pass.

Addyson Petrashewicz 
gets the open layup.

Jayda Pardo keeps hold of the ball.

Anabelle Ladue reaches out to try and get the 
rebound.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Harper 
Brouillette 
makes her 
way down 
the court.

Photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

Madigan Graves-Harrison runs interference against the New 
Mission offense

MONSON   ❙   page 10

Pioneers win first-ever state 
tournament game

PALMER – For the first 
time since the MIAA changed 

tournament formats, Pathfinder 
Regional High School girls 
basketball won a matchup 
in the Division 5 State Tour-
nament. Last Tuesday eve-

ning, the Pioneers defeated Boston 
United 47-36. Megan Clark had a 
huge game with 24 points. Addison 
Doktor had 17 points and Greenly 
Lagimoniere scored six points. 
The Pioneers moved into the 
Round of 32 after that. High-
lights from that game will be in 
next week’s edition.

Addison Doktor tries to keep the 
ball in play.

Megan Clark tries to get control of the loose ball.

Desiree Croteau eyes the hoop as she drives the lane.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ciam Green gets ready to receive a pass.
Greenly Lagimoniere gets ready to shoot the three-pointer.

Taylor Allen heads into the paint.

PALMER – Four 
different Panthers 
scored in double digits 
and the Palmer High 
School boys basket-
ball team turned back 
Holbrook in the Round 
of 32 of the Division 5 
State Tournament. Matt 
Santos led the way with 
25 points while Stephen 
Fredette turned in 14 
points. Dylan Doherty 
scored 13 while Gavin 
Smola added 12 points. 
Palmer was scheduled 
to face English High 
School of Boston in the 
Round of 16 earlier this 
week.

Strong
offensive 
effort for 

Palmer 
boys in win

Stephen Fredette 
attempts to bring in 
a rebound.

Taydem Haley holds the ball in the 
middle of pressure.

Dylan Doherty 
takes the free 
throw.

The Palmer defense attempts to guard the Holbrook offense.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
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who probably wishes that she 
had the opportunity to coach 
Chrzan for another five years. 
“It’s going to be a sad day 
when the season ends, but I’m 
very excited about the future 
of our basketball program. 
I think the younger players 
are ready to step up and fill 
Olivia’s shoes. I’m excited 
to work with them during the 
next few years.”

Chrzan finished the 
round of 32 contest with a 
career-high 50 points. It’s the 
most points scored in a game 
by a member of the Monson 
girls’ basketball team. She 
also pulled down 12 rebounds 
and had 10 steals. She has 
had many double-doubles this 
season.

“This is a very special 
night for me and my team-

mates,” said Chrzan, who 
became the school’s all-time 
leading scorer during the reg-
ular season. “We came into 
tonight’s game ready and 
prepared.  I’m very glad that 
we were able to win a home 
game in the state tournament. 
There were a lot of people 
here watching us play tonight. 
It was a great atmosphere.” 

Joe Storozuk, who grad-
uated from Monson High 
School in 1978, scored 56 
points in a game, which is 
the school’s record. Storo-
zuk finished his high school 
basketball career with 1,222 
points and was inducted into 
the Monson Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2007.

Chrzan, who has scored 
more than 2,100 career points, 
shouldn’t have very much 
trouble being elected to the 
school’s Athletic Hall of Fame 
when she becomes eligible in 

a couple of years.    
The last time that Mon-

son (9-13) celebrated a victo-
ry in the state tournament was 
two years ago. They defeated 
Boston United in a prelimi-
nary round home game be-
fore upsetting Maynard in the 
round of 32 on the road. They 
then lost to rival Palmer in the 
round of 16.      

The Lady Mustangs 
were scheduled to make the 
short bus trip to Springfield 
on Tuesday night where they 
faced the Renaissance School 
(22-0) in the round of 16. The 
two teams haven’t previously 
faced each other.  

Monson’s only other 
double digit scorer against 
the Lady Titians (11-11) was 
freshman guard Cali Zielins-
ki. She scored seven of her 
11 points during the second 
quarter. Sophomore guard Ly-
lia Ellis added six points and 

8th grade guard Mia Hudak 
scored an inside hoop at the 
end of the opening quarter for 
her only points of the game. 

Chrzan, who’s the only 
senior listed on the Monson 
girls’ basketball roster, scored 
her team’s first ten points in 
the round of 32 game on most-
ly lay-ups following steals. 

Following an Ellis fast-
break lay-up, Chrzan convert-
ed an old fashion three point 
play giving the home team a 
15-2 advantage with 3:21 re-
maining in the first quarter.

Monson entered the sec-
ond quarter holding a 19-5 
lead.

Chrzan continued to put 
on a show offensively, as she 
scored 13 of her team’s 22 
points in the second stanza. 

With 5:45 left in the first 
half, Zielinski hit a 3-pointer 
from the top of the key which 
pushed the Lady Mustangs 

lead to twenty points (26-6) 
for the first time.

Ellis also made a lay-up, 
and the home team headed 
into the locker room at half-
time holding a commanding 
41-15 lead.

“I told the girls at half-
time that we couldn’t afford to 
let up in the second half, “said 
Darling, who was an out-
standing basketball player at 
Palmer High School. “I have 
a lot of trust in these kids, and 
they performed very well to-
night. We might be a small 
team with only eight players, 
but we’re mighty. We always 
work very hard and leave it all 
on the floor in every game.”

Chrzan scored ten more 
points during the third quar-
ter and entered the final eight 
minutes of the game with a to-
tal of 38 points. 

With a minute remaining 
in regulation, Chrzan capped 

off her memorable evening 
with a lay-up making the 
score 69-41.   

New Mission then scored 
the final four points before 
making the long bus ride back 
to Hyde Park.

Junior guard Jacaya Ford 
led the visiting team with 
10points. 

It wasn’t the first time 
that the two high schools 
faced each other in a sporting 
event.   

A year ago, the Monson 
boys’ basketball team lost at 
New Mission in the round of 
16. The Titans would go on 
to capture the Division 5 state 
title. 

Winning the Division 5 
state title is something that the 
Lady Mustangs are hoping to 
achieve this year.  

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial 
Elks League

PALMER – It is week 
three of the final 10-week 
round for the Commercial 
Elks League. 

After the first two weeks, 
there is a tie for first place 
between Team BK, Gutter 
Mouths, Compression and 
Last in Line. All four teams 
have a record of 5-3, howev-
er the tie is broken by way of 
team’s high single and high 
series (three-game total). 
Out of the four teams, Team 
BK has the high team single 
of 446 and the high series of 
1212. 

The Daft Kings bowled 
against the Mailmen during 
week three of the final round. 
In game one, Daft Kings de-
feated Mailmen by a score 
of 402-386. Matt Bertelli of 
Daft Kings bowled great by 
putting up a score of 129. 

In game two, The Mail-

men salavaged a win over 
the Daft Kings by a score of 
381-378. The high game was 
bowled by Bryan Surprise, 
111. Bertelli followed up with 
a 104. 

In game three, The Mail-
men pulled off another victo-
ry over the Daft Kings, 364-
350. Bertelli had the highest 
series out of all the bowlers 
in the match with a 319. Just 
two pins shy of 317 was Bry-
an Surprise of Mailmen. 

The Mailmen won total 
pinfall by one pin, with a final 
score of 1131-1130. Mailmen 
take three points out of a pos-
sible four. 

Team BK bowled against 
Compression in an effort to 
break the 5-3 tie for first place 
between them and two other 
teams. In game one, Team BK 
won a close game by a score 
of 365-362. Jason Dominick 
of Compression had a spare 
to fill in the tenth and need-
ed a seven or higher to win, 
he only filled the spare with 
three. 

In game two, Team BK 
were victorious again by a 

score of 418-371. Paul Nothe 
of BK bowled his best game 
of the season with a 130 to 
help the team increase their 
lead. 

In game three, Compres-
sion won the last game by a 
score of 384-380. Team BK 
won total pinfall and a total of 
three points out of a possible 
four, 1163-1117. After this 
match, Team BK’s record is 
bumped up to 8-4. 

The Gutter Mouths 
bowled against Last in Line. 
In game one, Last in Line was 
victorious by a score of 356-
342. Vinny Navarro of Last in 
Line bowled a 117 to get the 
win. 

In game two, Gutter 
Mouths were the winners by 
a score of 396-356. Stephen 
Manolakis of Gutter Mouths 
bowled a 120. In game three, 
Last in Line won the last 
game by a score of 346-338. 
Navarro had the highest series 
of 314. 

Gutter Mouths won to-
tal pinfall with a final score 
of 1076-1058. Each team re-
ceived two points. 

Matt Santos
Palmer

Matt Santos turned in a big game for Palmer 
in their state tournament opener. He scored 
25 points to lead the team to a win.
To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

The Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to infuse new talent 
into its league for the 2025 
season.

Registration for the 2025 
season is now open and any 
interested players can go to 
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or 
to seek more information 
or make inquiries about the 
league. The league website 
will also be updated over the 
next month with information 
about the upcoming season.

There are many open 
roster spots available in the 
league for the 2025 season, 

which is tentatively scheduled 
to begin on Sunday, April 27. 
The league plays most Sun-
day from late April through 
mid-August with playoffs 
following that. The league 
plays a 15-game schedule 
and typically fields six teams 
each year. Games are usually 
played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South 
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley 
league is an all-abilities 
league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is players 
who are age 28 and over. You 
must be 30 to be eligible to 
pitch in the league. Your age 

for eligibility is whatever age 
you will turn in 2025. 

The next league board 
meeting is scheduled for Sun-
day, March 23 at 11:45 a.m. 
at the Hangar Pub & Grill 
in South Hadley. The league 
has also scheduled two open 
practices on Sunday, March 
30, and Sunday, April 6. Both 
practices are scheduled to be 
held at Beachgrounds Park in 
South Hadley and are weath-
er-permitting. The league 
website and social media ac-
counts will have updates as 
the preseason continues.

Candlepin League News

WORCESTER – Offi-
cially, baseball is the only 
sport with doubleheaders, 
but it felt like the Rail-
ers-Wrenches played one 
Saturday night.

Worcester tied the first 
game, 4-4. It won the second 
one, 2-0. That added up to a 
6-4 victory over the Bloom-
ington Bison and two more 
points in the North Division 
playoff race.

The home team got big 
offensive performances from 
Griffin Loughran, Matthew 
Kopperud (again), Lincoln 
Hatten and Matt DeMelis. 
Loughran and Kopperud 
were 1-1-2. DeMelis scored 
two goals. Hatten had the 
first three-point game of his 
career going 1-2-3.

Worcester winger Ryan 
Mahshie did not record a 
point. He did, however, 
record a hit that changed 
the nature of the night. At 
14:26 of the second period, 
Mahshie delivered a clean, 
hard body check that led to 
a fight. He knocked down 
Bloomington’s Josh Boyer 
with a couple of hard punch-

es early and got the building 
energized.

“That hit by Mahshie 
was the turning point of the 
game,” coach Nick Tuzzoli-
no said.

The first 27 1/2 min-
utes of the match were wild. 
There are next-goal-wins 
games, but this was like 
next-shot-wins. The teams 
traded eight goals in that 
span and Worcester chased 
Bison goalie Yaniv Perets af-
ter Kopperud made it 4-3 at 
2:43 of the second period.

Bloomington tied it at 
7:30 on a goal by Jake Mur-
ray, who had a great night at 
1-3-4. Kasimir Kaskisuo re-
placed Perets, but Tuzzolino 
stuck with Hugo Ollas.

Ollas played shutout 
hockey the rest of the way. 
Kaskisuo played well, also. 
The Railers finally regained 
the lead on DeMelis’ goal at 
7:24 of the third period then 
Anthony Callin hit an empty 
net at 18:21.

How did Worcester re-
group and play shutdown 
hockey after the early bar-
rage?

“I yelled loudly,” Tuz-
zolino said. 

“We talk about it all the 
time. Our biggest flaw as a 
team is goals against. If you 
look at the numbers, we have 
the worst goals-against stat 
in our division for the spot 
we’re in. If we fix that, we’re 
gonna win games, plain and 
simple.

“We have to under-
stand that if we don’t sell 
the farm and play systemat-
ically, we’re gonna beat most 
teams.”

The victory allowed 
Worcester to be able to con-
trol its fate. If it wins the rest 
of its games, it makes the 
playoffs no matter what any-
body else does. That is the 
math, anyway. The reality is 
different, particularly since 
the home team faces a tough 
schedule.

Worcester plays three 
at first place Trois-Rivieres 
next week, then three against 
third place Norfolk here 
from the 13th through the 
15th. Both teams can score. 
Tuzzolino is hoping he won’t 
need a megaphone.

Railers outlast Bloomington

Registration now open for Quabbin Valley baseball

Photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

Lylia Ellis lays it up under the net.

Olivia Chrzan put on an offensive 
barrage as she goes in for a sweet 
layup.

Mia Haudak has the height for this 
jumper.

Cali Zielinski protects the paint as she thwarts this offensive New Mis-
sion effort.

MONSON  ❙  from page 9
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Cut a little bit off
  5. State with 

confidence
 11. River in NE Scotland
 14. Not narrow
 15. Lacking social 

polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Toadstools
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Challenged
 25. One-sided
 27. Showing extreme 

greed 
 31. Potted plants
 34. Everyone has one
 35. Lake in Botswana
 38. E.T. rode in one
 39. Juniors’ parents
 41. Small amount

 42. Mother of Perseus 
 44. Ornamental box
 45. Gov’t investigators
 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with 

a satiny finish
 51. The vast grassy 

plains in S. America
 55. Your consciousness 

of your own identity
 56. Noted consumer 

advocate
 60. Spanish sports club
 61. Body part
 62. Tractability
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing to 

be taught

CLUES DOWN
  1. Brushed aside
  2. Water sprite
  3. Ones to look up to
  4. Monetary units

  5. A number everyone 
has

  6. Marine invertebrate
  7. One who takes you 

to court
  8. Indicates outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Strains
 11. Cross
 12. A way to remove
 13. Some pages are 

dog-__
 18. Ukraine city
 24. A citizen of 

Denmark
 26. Summer month 

(abbr.)
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Jewelry brand
 30. Fictional rider of 

Rohan
 31. Wet dirt
 32. Russian city
 33. Observed

 36. Furious
 37. Drivers’ licenses
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. They __
 45. Women
 47. Inspire with love
 48. Japanese ankle 

sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The leading 

performer
 53. Type of protein
 54. Pennsylvania town
 57. Art __: around 1920
 58. __ Blyton, children’s 

author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to sleep
 66. Muslim ruler title
 67. Depressed
 68. Gradually gave way
 69. Clear-thinking

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 3 column x 6"

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the April 3rd issue 
of The Journal Register & The Ware River News.

Ad deadline: March 19, 2025
Quarter page ad with story (4.75"x8") $275

Half page ad with story (9.75"x8") $460
Full page ad with story (9.75"x15.75") $650

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS
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JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER

BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER

NAT FALK
64 Main Street, Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS

Customer Service The Way It Should Be 

for 88 Years

All at Prices Below What You’ll 

Pay in a Department Store

FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS

YOUR DESTINATION FOR WEDDING, PROM

OR ANY FORMAL OCCASION.

Top Brand Clothing from head to toe

VAN HEUSEN SHIRTS TO FLORSHEIM SHOES

YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN 

HEADQUARTERS AT 

EVERYDAY GREAT PRICES!

KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP  

 ALTERATIONS AT FREE OR LITTLE COST

Nat Falk has been in 

business for more than 

88 years, offering the best 

in men’s clothing along 

with personalized service 

at competitive prices.  

The business was 

started on Main Street 

by Nat Falk in 1936, with 

Joe Lask becoming the 

owner in 1977, and his 

son, Charlie, buying 

the business in 1989. 

Since then, Charlie has 

continued the hallmark 

of the store, offering free 

alterations (with some exceptions) in 

the store with prices at or below its 

competition for the same service.  

Nat Falk offers customer service 

that is second to none while still 

offering prices that cater to working 

people. “In today’s market of 

competitors inflating their prices and 

then running the same sales week 

after week, Nat Falk offers everyday 

great values. We don’t play the pricing 

games,” Charlie said. “We offer 

the best in personalized service at 

workingman’s prices.”

Nat Falk carries name brands 

such as Carhartt, Levi’s, Haggar, 

Florsheim, Izod, Van Heusen, Arrow 

and Carolina, just to name a few. 

They carry big and tall sizes and are a 

proud Boy Scout supplier. Nat Falk is 

the place to go for formal wear with a 

full selection of sales and rentals for 

that all-important day.

Come in today and enjoy the best in 

service at unbeatable prices. It is what 

Nat Falk has been about since 1936.  

Charlie Lask is the owner of Nat Falk, which has been in 

business on Main Street for more than 87 years. 

Nat Falk offers best men’s 
clothing for 88 years
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Joe Lask becoming the 

owner in 1977, and his 

son, Charlie, buying 

the business in 1989. 

Since then, Charlie has 

continued the hallmark 

of the store, offering free 

alterations (with some exceptions) in 

the store with prices at or below its 

competition for the same service.  

Nat Falk offers customer service 

that is second to none while still 

offering prices that cater to working 

people. “In today’s market of 

competitors inflating their prices and 

then running the same sales week 

after week, Nat Falk offers everyday 

great values. We don’t play the pricing 

games,” Charlie said. “We offer 

the best in personalized service at 

workingman’s prices.”

Nat Falk carries name brands 

such as Carhartt, Levi’s, Haggar, 

Florsheim, Izod, Van Heusen, Arrow 

and Carolina, just to name a few. 

They carry big and tall sizes and are a 

proud Boy Scout supplier. Nat Falk is 

the place to go for formal wear with a 

full selection of sales and rentals for 

that all-important day.

Come in today and enjoy the best in 

service at unbeatable prices. It is what 

Nat Falk has been about since 1936.  

Charlie Lask is the owner of Nat Falk, which has been in 

business on Main Street for more than 87 years. 

Nat Falk offers best men’s 
clothing for 88 years

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN—The Au-
burn hockey team only lost 
one match at the Horgan 
Skating Arena during the 
regular season. The Rockets 
began the Division 2 state 
tournament by celebrating 
another home victory in the 
round of 32.

The score was tied, 
1-1, with a little more than 
four minutes remaining in 
the second period when 
the eighth-seeded Rockets 
scored back-to-back pow-
er-play goals. The home 
team added two more goals 
in the third period leading to 
a 5-1 win over the 25th-seed-
ed Beverly Panthers before a 
large crowd, last Wednesday 
night.

“There is always a great 
environment whenever we 
play here,” said Auburn ju-
nior Nathan Dono, who 
contributed with a goal and 
two assists in the round of 32 
victory. “We’ve qualified for 
the state tournament during 
the past couple of years, so 
we do have a lot of postsea-
son experience. It’s a very 
good feeling winning anoth-
er game in the state tourna-
ment.”

Since the MIAA 
changed the postseason for-
mat in 2021, Auburn now has 
a 4-3 record in the Division 
2 state tournament. They’ve 
also posted a 57-27-1 overall 
record since the start of the 
2021-22 regular season. 

Dono is one of the seven 
players listed on the Auburn 
varsity hockey roster that 
attend Tantasqua Regional 
High School. The other six 
players from Tantasqua are 
Nathan’s older brother, Aus-
tin, who’s a senior captain, 
junior captain Ethan Laplan-
te, junior Jake Tully, junior 
Max Sealey, sophomore 
Daniel Miedona, and fresh-
man Trevor Resener.     

“It has been an awe-
some experience playing for 
this hockey team during the 
past three years,” Laplan-
te said. “I grew up playing 
youth hockey with the guys 
from Auburn and everyone 
gets along with each very 
well. We just want to make it 
as far as we can in this year’s 
state tournament.”   

Auburn, who also co-
ops with Millbury High 
School and Shepherd Hill, 
has been co-oping with Tan-
tasqua for more than ten 
years. 

Last Wednesday’s 
match was very memorable 

for Nathan Dono, who as-
sisted on the go-ahead goal 
in the second period. He then 
scored an unassisted goal 
eight seconds later, which 
was his 100th career point. 

“I definitely wanted to 
reach the milestone in to-
night’s game, but I’m very 
glad that we were able to 
win the game,” Dono said. “I 
have to give a lot of the cred-
it to my teammates, especial-
ly my linemates.”    

The Dono brothers are 
members of the Rockets first 
line, along with Ethan Mc-
Dermott, who’s also a senior 
captain.

“My brother and I have 
been members of the Au-
burn hockey team for the 
past three years now,” Na-
than Dono said. “It has been 
a great experience playing 
with him. We really want 
to keep our season going as 
long as possible for the se-
niors.”     

According to Auburn 
hockey coach Glen Bom-
bard, Nathan Dono is the 
first Auburn hockey player 
to reach 100 career points 
since 2007. 

“I don’t believe we’ve 
had a player reach 100 career 
points since 2007, so it’s an 
awesome accomplished for 
Nate,” said Bombard, who’ll 
be retiring from coaching at 
the end of this season. “He’s 
a very hard worker. He plays 
on the same line as his old-
er brother, and they feed off 
each other. We played very 
well in tonight’s game.” 

Bombard, who was a 
goalie when he played for 
the Auburn hockey team, 
formed a very good relation-
ship with LaPlante.

“I’ve built a very good 
bond with coach Bombard,” 
LaPlante said. “It’ll be 
strange not having him on 
the bench next year, but he 
always wants us to do our 
best.”      

LaPlante is also a catch-
er for the Warriors varsity 
baseball team. He normally 
starts whenever left-hander 
Miles Blake is on the mound.

“I love catching for 
Miles,” LaPlante said. “He’s 
always working very hard to 
become a better pitcher.  

At this time next year, 
Blake will be playing Di-
vision 1 college baseball at 
Northeastern University.

The Tantasqua varsity 
baseball coach is Jon Ler-
oux, who was an outstanding 
three-sport athlete at Auburn 
High School. Marcus Back-
lin, who’s the Warriors AD, 
was a member of the Auburn 

hockey team when he was in 
high school.  

The only hockey team 
to beat Auburn (17-3-1) on 
their home ice this season 
was Nashoba Regional, who 
pulled out a 5-4 overtime 
victory on January 22. The 
Rockets then closed out the 
regular season with an 8-0-1 
record. The tie was against 
Mansfield, 3-3 at Horgan on 
February 8.

Auburn is looking to 
capture the state title for the 
first time since 1973. They 
were also state champions in 
1968.

The Rockets took a 1-0 
lead against the Panthers 
(10-9-2) at 2:09 of the first 
period following a goal by 
McDermott, which was 
assisted by senior Aidan 
Caron.  

The Panthers fans, who 
made the long trek from the 
North Shore, had something 
to cheer about when junior 
Matt Rice scored a pow-
er-play goal at 8:57 of the 
second period.

Laplante, who’s been 
the Rockets starting goal-
ie since he was a freshman, 
didn’t see very much action 
after that, as he was credited 
with 14 saves. 

Less than a minute later, 
Beverly sophomore Anthony 
Barror was sent to the box 
with a five minute major fol-
lowing a slashing penalty.     

With 4:24 left in the 
second period, the Rockets 
retook the lead following a 
power-play goal by senior 
Landon Connor. 

Because it was a ma-
jor penalty, Auburn’s pow-
er-play lasted the entire five 
minutes. 

Nathan Dono made a lit-
tle bit of history by scoring a 
goal eight seconds later.

“I was skating down the 
ice and I saw an opening,” 
he said. “I took a shot and 
scores a goal. It felt very 
good.”

Austin Dono added his 
name to the scoring column 
with a goal with less than 
four minutes remaining in 
regulation. The goal was as-
sisted by his younger brother 
and McDermott.

Connor capped off the 
scoring for the Rockets with 
an unassisted goal a minute 
later.

The Rockets were 
scheduled to host the 
ninth-seeded Whitman-Han-
son Regional (14-4-3), who 
are also nicknamed the Pan-
thers, in the round of 16, last 
Saturday night.

Auburn co-op wins state tourney 
matchup with Beverly

PROVIDENCE, R.I.  — 
The Springfield Thunderbirds 
(27-19-2-4) dispatched 2-0 
and 3-2 deficits en route to 
a 4-3 shootout win over the 
Providence Bruins (30-17-4-
2) on Saturday night at Amica 
Mutual Pavilion.

The game's scoring be-
gan with a flurry in the final 
three minutes of a first period 
that had been quiet until that 
point. Vadim Zherenko had 
a tremendous highlight-reel 
moment past the period's 
midpoint as he stretched out 
the right leg to make a break-
away save on a Vinni Lettieri 
backhand bid. 

Providence, though, got 
back to work and took ad-
vantage of a 5-on-3 situation 
when Oliver Wahlstrom beat 
Zherenko as the first penal-
ty expired to give the Bruins 
a 1-0 lead at 17:04. Wahl-
strom's goal marked his first 
in the AHL in nearly five 
years, as he was playing his 
first game in the league since 
March 11, 2020. 

The Bruins lead grew to 
2-0 just two minutes later as 
Riley Tufte crashed the net to 
tip a Patrick Brown centering 
attempt by the skate of Zhe-
renko. In the process, howev-
er, Tufte was penalized for in-
terference on Zherenko after 
the puck crossed the line. 

While Tufte's goal stood, 
the T-Birds' power play got 
a pivotal answer with just 
12 seconds left in the first as 
Dalibor Dvorsky snapped a 
five-game goal drought with a 

sizzling wrister from the right 
circle off a cross-seam pass 
from Nikita Alexandrov. 

The Springfield power 
play continued its potent night 
just 2:07 into the second peri-
od, as Matthew Peca deflect-
ed a Matt Luff snapper past 
Michael DiPietro to tie the 
game, 2-2. Peca's goal tied his 
career-high in a single season 
(23) and tied Adam Gaudette 
for the longest goal-scoring 
streak in team history, as the 
captain has tallied a goal in 
six straight contests.

The Bruins generated 
most of the chances the re-
mainder of the middle frame, 
but Zherenko stood firm in his 
crease, turning aside all 17 
Providence attempts to carry 
the 2-2 game into the final 
period. 

Tufte made things dif-
ficult on the T-Birds again 
when he broke in and beat 
Zherenko on a forehand chip 
shot 22 seconds into the final 
period, restoring the Provi-
dence lead to 3-2. 

From that point onward, 
though, Zherenko made sure 
the home team would not get 
any insurance, keeping the 
deficit at a single goal. After 
getting a clutch penalty kill 
with less than 3:30 remaining 
in regulation, Corey Andon-
ovski picked a fantastic time 
to net his first goal as a T-Bird. 
The newly acquired winger 
stopped at the bottom of the 
left circle and proved to be in 
the perfect spot as a MacK-
enzie MacEachern rebound 

off DiPietro's pads found his 
stick. Andonovski snapped it 
by DiPietro, setting the stage 
for Springfield's third straight 
overtime game.

The visitors carried the 
play in the extra session with 
five of the six shots on net, but 
DiPietro fended off each bid, 
including a breakaway effort 
by Luff. For a third straight 
contest, the game advanced to 
a shootout. After neither team 
converted on the netminders 
in the first two rounds, Tanner 
Dickinson finally elevated a 
backhander under the cross-
bar to give Springfield the 
edge. Needing a goal from 
John Farinacci to extend the 
shootout, the Bruins got just 
that, as the centerman faked 
beautifully to the backhand 
side and forced a fourth 
round.

Alexandrov had his 
chance at redemption af-
ter coming up short on a 
game-winning attempt on Fri-
day, and the T-Birds' jack-of-
all-trades made a magnificent 
backhand-to-forehand ma-
neuver to beat DiPietro. Tufte 
was unsuccessful in his bid to 
solve Zherenko in the bottom 
of the round, and the T-Birds 
completed their comeback 
and victory. Zherenko fin-
ished the night with 42 saves 
in regulation and overtime, 
followed by three saves on 
four shootout attempts. In 
defeat, DiPietro stopped 31 
attempts in 65 minutes before 
the shootout.

T-Birds take the win in a 
shootout over Providence
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Town of Wales
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with the provi-
sions of MGL Ch 40A §10 &§11, 
the Wales Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing on 
March 20th, 2025, at the Wales 
Senior Center at 5:15 p.m. on 
the application submitted by Joel 
Jette regarding the property at 
70 Union Rd. in Wales. The ap-
plicant has applied for a special 
permit on behalf of the property 
owner Lisa Ohr, in terms of the 
Town of Wales Zoning By-law 
Sec. 4. 2. The Town of Wales Zon-
ing By-Law Sec. 4.2.2 states “A 
pre-existing non-conforming use 
or structure may not be extend-
ed, altered or changed except by 
a special permit from the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.” Specifically, 
the applicant wishes to construct 
a 24 x 48 single family home. 
Any person interested and wish-
ing to be heard of this application 
should refer to March 20th, 2025, 
agenda on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals page on the town website 
(www.townofwales.net). If you 
have any questions or concerns, 
please email planning@townof-
wales.net
02/27, 03/06/2025

Town of Monson
 Zoning Board of Appeals 

LEGAL NOTICE
 In accordance M.G. L Chapter 

40A the Monson Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing, Thursday March 27th, 
2025, at 7:00 P.M. at the Monson 
Town Hall 110 Main St. Monson, 
Ma 01057 on the application of 
Strum’s Construction Service 
for a variance from the require-
ments of §3.2, Table 2, Dimen-
sional & Density Regulations, 
of the Monson Zoning Bylaws. 
The applicant seeks a variance 
for an installed sign that violates 
the required setbacks. The prop-
erty is in the General Commer-
cial zone and is located at 494 
Boston Road West, Map 1 and 
Parcel 002B. A copy of the appli-
cation is on file in the Office of 
the Town Clerk, Zoning Board of 
Appeals and available for view-
ing during regular office hours.

Ronald Fussell, Vice Chairman
03/06, 03/13/2025

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FY2025 Community 
Development Block Grant
The Palmer Community De-

velopment Department will 
conduct a Public Hearing on 
Monday, March 24, 2025, at 5:30 
PM in the meeting room of the 
Palmer Town Building, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA.  If the 
building is closed due to inclem-
ent weather or for any other rea-
son on that date, the Public Hear-
ing will be held on the next night 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at the 
same time and location. 

The purpose of this Public 
Hearing is to solicit input relative 
to the development and submis-
sion of a grant application under 
the FY 25 CDBG Program.  The 
CDBG Program is funded by the 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Commu-
nities (EOHLC) through the use 
of federal funds under the Hous-
ing & Community Development 
Act of 1974 as amended.  

Projects currently under con-
sideration for inclusion in Palm-
er’s FY 25 application include 
public works improvements to 
areas within the Three Rivers 
section of the town. Streets that 
may be part of the improvements 
include Park Avenue, Front 
Street and Kelly Street. Public 
social services will also be con-
sidered as part of the grant appli-
cation and may include domestic 
violence prevention services and 
transportation assistance. The 
town is also considering a plan-
ning initiative that will conduct a 
conditions survey throughout the 
core area of Three Rivers for the 
purpose of determining if the area 
qualifies as “slum and blighted.” 
The designation will allow the 
Town to apply for funding criti-
cal to revitalizing the area. 

All persons and organizations 
with questions or comments will 
have an opportunity to be heard. 
Persons unable to attend the hear-
ing may mail written comments 
to the Town of Palmer, Commu-
nity Development Director, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069, 
or may be emailed to communi-
tydevelopment@townofpalmer.
com. Written comments must 
be received no later than March 
31, 2025. For further informa-
tion, contact John Latour Palmer 
Community Development Di-
rector (413) 283-2614 or email, 
jlatour@townofpalmer.com. 

Persons who require accommo-
dation to participate in the public 
meeting should contact the Town 
of Palmer Community Develop-
ment Office at least two business 
days before the hearing.
03/06/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain Mortgage given by 
Elyzza F. Blatchley to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Academy 
Mortgage Corporation, its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated 
October 27, 2017 and record-
ed with the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds at Book 
21921, Page 7, subsequently 
assigned to Freedom Mortgage 
Corporat ion by Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Academy 
Mortgage Corporation,  i ts 
successors and assigns by 
assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 24349, Page 
524, subsequently assigned to 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
b y  M o r t g a g e  E l e c t r o n i c 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
a s  m o r t ga g e e ,  a s  n o m i -
nee for Academy Mortgage 
Corporation, its successors and 
assigns by assignment record-
ed in said Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds at Book 
25319, Page 491 for breach of 
the conditions of said Mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 AM on March 
20, 2025 at 70 Ruggles Street, 
Palmer (Three Rivers), MA, 
all and singular the premises 
described in said Mortgage, to 
wit: 

That certain parcel of land, 
with the buildings thereon, sit-
uate on Ruggles Street in Three 
Rivers, in Palmer, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, bounded 
and described as follows: 

Beginning in the westerly 
line of Ruggles Street, at a point 
one hundred (100) feet north-
erly from the northerly line of 
Lafayette Avenue, and thence 
running westerly in a line paral-
lel with said Lafayette Avenue 
one hundred (100) feet; 

thence northerly in a line par-
allel with Ruggles Street, fifty 
(50) feet; 

thence easterly in a line par-

allel with said first mentioned 
line, one hundred (100) feet to 
said Ruggles Street; 

thence southerly along said 
Ruggles Street fifty (50) feet 
to the place of beginning being 
lot #17 (seventeen) on Plan of 
Riverside Terrace made by F. 
T. Westcott, C. E. dated July 
1909, and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds, File 
290, Plan No. 2, to which plan 
and record reference is hereby 
made for further description. 

This conveyance is made 
subject to the conditions and 
restrictions described in deed of 
Charles E. Collins, Trustee, to 
Charles H. Giroux, dated April 
11, 1912, and recorded with 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 843, Page 397. 
The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, munici-
pal liens and assessments, rights 
of tenants and parties in pos-
session, and attorney’s fees and 
costs. 

TERMS OF SALE:  A 
deposit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasur-
er’s check or money order will 
be required to be delivered at 
or before the time the bid is 
offered. The successful bid-
der will be required to execute 
a Foreclosure Sale Agreement 
immediately after the close of 
the bidding. The balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid 
within thirty (30) days from the 
sale date in the form of a cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satisfacto-
ry to Mortgagee’s attorney. The 
Mortgagee reserves the right to 
bid at the sale, to reject any and 
all bids, to continue the sale and 
to amend the terms of the sale 
by written or oral announce-
ment made before or during 
the foreclosure sale. If the sale 
is set aside for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error 
in this publication. TIME WILL 
BE OF THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. 

Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
Present Holder of said 

Mortgage, 
By Its Attorneys, 

ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 
PO Box 540540 

Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 

23-011759 
02/27, 03/06, 03/13/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
 SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execu-

tion of the Power of Sale con-
tained in a certain Mortgage 
dated December 6, 2011 from 
Regina Ann Gagne to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for Bank of 
America, N.A., its successors 
and assigns, recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 19095, Page 42, 
the undersigned U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, not in its 
individual capacity, but solely 
as trustee of the Truman 2021 
SC9 Title Trust being the pres-
ent holder of said mortgage by 
Assignment of Mortgage dated 
January 22, 2014 from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Bank of 
America, N.A., its successors and 
assigns, to Bank of America N.A. 
recorded in Book 20175, Page 
261, Assignment of Mortgage 
dated April 28, 2018 from 
Bank of America N.A. to Select 
Portfolio Servicing, Inc. record-
ed in Book 22151, Page 130, 
and Assignment of Mortgage 
dated May 24, 2022 from Select 
Portfolio Servicing, Inc. to U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its individual capacity, but 
solely as trustee of the Truman 
2021 SC9 Title Trust recorded 
in Book 24582, Page 348, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
Mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at:

1:00 P.M., Monday, March 
24, 2025  

upon the hereinafter-de-
scribed premises, known as and 
numbered as 2140 Palmer Road, 
Three Rivers (Palmer), Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, all and 
singularly the premises described 
in said mortgage, to wit:

The land with the build-
ings thereon, situate on the 
Southwesterly side of Palmer 
Road, so-called, in the Village of 
Three Rivers, Town of Palmer, 
Hampden County, Massachusetts 
bounded and described as fol-
lows:

Beginning at an iron pin in 
the ground in the Southwesterly 
line of said Palmer  Road, and at 
the Northeasterly corner of land 
formerly of John Szczgyel, now 
of one Zalazo, said iron pin being 
located at a distance of one hun-
dred thirty -two (132) feet from 
the Northwesterly corner of said 
Zalazo’s land;

thence South 42 degrees 0’ 
West along said Zalazo line, 
three hundred thirty and 25/100 
(330.25) feet to an iron pin in the 
ground;

Thence South 50 degrees 04’ 
East along said last named land, 
sixty-six (66) feet to an Iron pin 
in the ground in line of land of 
one Amelia Baldyga;

Thence North 42 degrees 0’ 
East along said land of Amelia 
Baldyga about three hundred 
thirty (330) feet to an Iron pin in 
the ground in the Southwesterly 
line of said Palmer Road; 

Thence Northwesterly along 
the Southwesterly line of said 
Palmer Road, sixty-six (66) feet 
to the point of beginning.

Being the same parcel con-
veyed to Regina Ann Gagne 
from Walter P. Kozik and Mary 
A. Kozik, by virtue of a Deed 
Dated 3/31/1989, Recorded 
3/31/1989, in Deed Book 7131, 
Page 3, as Instrument No. 17426 
County of Hampden, State of 
Massachusetts.

Assessor’s Parcel No: M;0067 
L:000022

The above-described premises 
shall be subject to all easements, 
restrictions, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
outstanding tax titles, building, 
zoning and other land use laws 
and all permits and approvals 
issued pursuant thereto, includ-
ing, without limitation, orders of 
conditions, and existing encum-
brances of record created prior 
to said Mortgage, if there be any.  
Said premises are to be sold sub-
ject to the right of redemption of 
the United States of America, if 
any there be.

TERMS OF SALE:  The 
highest bidder shall be required 
to make a deposit of $10,000.00 
to the holder of said Mortgage, 
in cash or by certified or bank 
cashier’s check at the time and 
place of said sale of said prem-
ises. The balance of the purchase 

price is to be paid to said hold-
er in cash, by certified check or 
bank cashier’s check, and there-
upon the deed shall be deliv-
ered, in thirty (30) days from 
the date of sale at the firm of 
Cunningham, Machanic, Cetlin, 
Johnson, Harney & Tenney, 
LLP, Attorneys for said holder, 
220 North Main Street, Suite 
301, Natick, Massachusetts.  
The successful bidder shall be 
required to sign a Memorandum 
of Terms of Sale.  The descrip-
tion of the premises contained 
in said Mortgage shall control in 
the event of an error in publica-
tion. Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the time and place 
of sale.

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual 
capacity, but solely as Trustee of 
the Truman 2021 SC9 Title Trust,

By its Attorneys,
CUNNINGHAM, MACHANIC, 

CETLIN, 
JOHNSON, HARNEY & 

TENNEY, LLP
220 North Main Street, 

Suite 301
Natick, MA  01760

(508)  651-7524 
02/27, 03/06, 03/13/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P0410EA
Estate of: 

Mitchell Garabedian 
Date of Death: 12/29/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Karen M Baglio of 
Marlborough, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Karen M Baglio of Marlbor-
ough, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/27/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 27, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

03/06/2025 

Public notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the provisions 

of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 255, 
Sec. 39A, the following ve-
hicles will be sold at public 
auction for towing and stor-
age charges due: NISSAN 
VIN:1N4AL11D06C268613 
Christopher Serra 14 Duggan 
Cir Springfield, MA; HONDA 
VIN:3ZCRU6H39JG701186 
Losto Properties 99 Chandler ST 
Worcester, MA; JEEP VIN:1J8H-
G48K17C588598 Dawn Dawic-
ki 315 Lower Hampden RD 
Apt A Monson, MA; NISSAN 
VIN:3N1CN7AP7CL910175 
Jodi Membrino 77 Chestnut Hill 
RD Millville, MA;  NISSAN 
VIN:3N1BC13E99L377944 
Loni Otto 70 West Main ST 
Ware, MA; CHRYSLER 
VIN:3CF8Y68B62T270186 
Alice Suprenant 316 Amherst 
RD Pelham, MA; SIERRA 
VIN:1TT1126B6P1008571 
Angie Campos 129 Main St 
#872 Ashaway, RI; NISSAN 
VIN:JN1BJ1CR9KW327845 
Amanda Brown 44 Gage St 
Apt 2 Augusta, ME; ACURA 
VIN:19VDE1F3TDE020455 
Eliezer Rodriguez 2175 Plank 
RD Chesire, CT; LINCOLN 
VIN:5LMEU88H74ZJ30175 
Edward Libera 39 Bourne St 
Three Rivers, MA; CHEVY 
VIN:1GCHK29U93E197403 
Gregory Rozkuszka 255 West 
St Ludlow, MA; CHEVY 
VIN:2G1WT57K091181374 
Ruben Suarez 751 Fairbanks 
Ave Cincinnati, OH; SUBARU 
VIN:4S3BMBC69A3246926 
Elizabeth Lund 12 Norbell St 
Three Rivers, MA; MORITZ 
VIN:4WXBD1721P1046879 
Owner: Unknown; DODGE 
VIN:2B3KA43G76H174241 
Gabriel Morales 119 Stafford St 
Apt 1 Springfield, MA; CHEVY 
VIN:KL8CA6S98DC594049 
John Walt 48 Smithfield Ct 
Springfield, MA; CHEVY 
VIN:2GCEK19TX41131357 
Raymond Lavalley 3123 Main 
St Bondsville, MA; NISSAN 
VIN:1N4BA41E36C812803 
Tammy Castagnaro 1021 Baptist 
Hill Rd Palmer, MA. 

This auction is to take place 
on March 21, 2025 10:00 A.M. at 
LaBontes & Son LLC, 241 Wil-
braham St., Palmer, MA 01069
03/06, 03/13, 03/20/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P0139EA
Estate of: 

Barbara A. Lebida
Date of Death: 11/21/2024
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Dorothy Lech 
of Palmer, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Dorothy Lech of Palmer, MA
has been informally appointed 

as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 

from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
03/06/2025

Public Notice of 
Federal Funding: 

Historic Preservation Fund
Paul Bruhn Historic 

Revitalization Grants Program
WITHIN THE TOWNS OF 

BLANDFORD, GOSHEN, and 
MONSON 

(HAMPDEN COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS);

HADLEY, SOUTHAMPTON, 
AND WARE 

(HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS);

AND HARDWICK 
(WORCESTER COUNTY, 

MASSACHUSETTS)
December 31, 2024

To: All interested Agencies, 
Groups and Individuals

This is to give notice that 
the Pioneer Valley Regional 
Ventures Center has provided 
$650,000 in sub-grants through 
a competitive selection process 
for eligible historic preservation 
projects (Grantees) in the Hamp-
den County Towns of Blandford, 
Goshen and Monson; the Hamp-
shire County Towns of Hadley, 
Southampton, and Ware; and 
the Worcester County town of 
Hardwick. The Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission will man-
age the program. These projects 
are being supported in part by 
a grant award by the National 
Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, through the Historic 
Preservation Fund Paul Bruhn 
Historic Revitalization Grants 
Program. For more information, 
visit go.nps.gov/grants. All prop-
erties are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and 
work will meet the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards and 
Guidelines for Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation. All ac-
tivities undertaken on the prop-
erties during the grant period, 
regardless of funding source, 
are considered part of the Fed-
eral undertaking for Section 106 
purposes. The Grantees shall 
comply with all applicable fed-
eral, state, and local procurement 
laws and requirements for the 
use of sub-grant funds to com-
plete the projects. In accordance 
with 2CFR200.318 and MGL c. 
149A, the Grantees will conduct 
a formal procurement process 
to select a qualified contractor, 
or contractors, to complete the 
pre-approved scope of work.

The following entities and 
properties have received fund-
ing: Blandford Historical Soci-
ety, 4 North Street, Blandford, 
$70,000 for roof replacement; 
Town of Goshen, 42 Main Street, 
Goshen, $89,000 for masonry 
repair, repairs to the main entry 
stairs, gutter installation, and 
kitchen ADA compliance; Town 
of Monson, 198 Main Street, 
Monson, $100,000 for interi-
or plaster repair and painting in 
the grand hall; Workshop13, 13 
Church Street, Ware, $100,000 
for an interior lift to support 
ADA compliance to the second 

floor gallery; Porter-Phelps-Hun-
tington Foundation, 113 River 
Drive, Hadley, $100,000 for 
planning and stabilization of the 
Charles Porter Phelps House ell; 
Town of Southampton, 8 East 
Street, Southampton, $96,000 
for exterior masonry repointing 
and restoration of the historic 
main entrance steps; and Town 
of Hardwick, 32 Common Street, 
Hardwick, $95,000 for repairs to 
the roof, exterior masonry, win-
dows and bell tower, and exteri-
or painting. Funding is intended 
to support the preservation of 
National Register-listed histor-
ic community anchor buildings 
and serve as a catalyst for com-
mercial and social activity and 
greater investment to benefit lo-
cal economies. Any individual, 
group, or agency may submit 
written comments on the pro-
posed activity or request further 
information by contacting Shan-
non Walsh, Historic Preservation 
Planner for the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 413-657-
5052, email swalsh@pvpc.org. 
03/06/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Holland, Brimfield, 

and Wales
Public Hearing

 Tuesday, March 18, 2025
6:00 PM 

in the Holland Town Hall
27 Sturbridge Road, 
Holland, MA  01521
FY25 Community 

Development Block Grant 
Application

Proposed FY25 CDBG 
Application

The Holland Select Board 
will conduct a public hearing on 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025, at 6:00 
p.m. at the Holland Town Hall lo-
cated at 27 Sturbridge Road, Hol-
land, MA regarding its proposed 
FY25 application by the Town 
of Holland to the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities for up to 
$1,250,000 in available Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
Funds. The projects under con-
sideration include:

• Infrastructure Improvement 
Project(s): Park Rd, Amber Rd, 
Hill Rd, Lakeview Rd, Brook Rd, 
Maybrook Rd.

• ADA Municipal Self-Assess-
ment

• Lead applicant on the Brim-
field, Holland, and Wales appli-
cation to include a Housing Re-
habilitation Program, and Social 
Services – Wales Food Pantry.

• Additional projects may be 
discussed and may be included 
in the grant application.

If awarded, the Town of Hol-
land will be responsible for 
administration of the grant pro-
gram, with assistance from the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Com-
mission.

All persons with questions or 
comments regarding the grant 
application will have an oppor-
tunity to be heard. Persons who 
require special accommodations 
for the hearing should contact 
the town several days prior to the 
hearing date at (413)-245-7108 
ext. 101. Those unable to attend 
can send written comments to the 
Holland Town Administrator, 27 
Sturbridge Road, Holland, Ma 
01521, Attn: Stacy Stout.

For further information con-
tact Sarah Maroney at PVPC at 
(413) 781-6045 or smaroney@
pvpc.org.
02/27, 03/06/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain Mortgage given by 
Norman L. Whitman and W. Al-
exandra Pietrowski to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for Pop-
ular Financial Services, LLC, its 
successors and assigns, dated 
July 9, 2004 and recorded with 
the Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds at Book 14336, Page 
130, subsequently assigned to 
The Bank of New York Mellon 
F/K/A The Bank of New York as 
Successor Trustee for JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A., as Trustee 
for The Benefit of The Certifi-
cate Holders of Popular ABS, 
Inc. Mortgage Pass-Through 
Certificates Series 2004-5 by 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as Nominee 
for Popular Financial Services, 
LLC, by assignment recorded in 
said Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds at Book 19866, Page 
197, subsequently assigned to 
U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, Not in its Individual Ca-
pacity but Solely as Trustee for 
The NRZ Pass-Through Trust 
IX-B by The Bank of New York 
Mellon F/K/A The Bank of New 
York as Successor Trustee for 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 
as Trustee for The Benefit of 
The CertificateHolders of Pop-
ular ABS, Inc. Mortgage Pass-
Through Certificates Series 
2004-5 by assignment recorded 
in said Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds at Book 22854, 
Page 28, subsequently assigned 
to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individ-
ual capacity but solely as Own-
er Trustee of New Residential 
Mortgage Loan Trust 2020-
NPL2 by U.S. Bank National 
Association, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as trustee of 
NRZ Pass-Through Trust IX-B 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 23957, Page 411, 
subsequently assigned to U.S. 
Bank Trust National Associa-
tion, not in its individual capaci-
ty but solely as owner trustee for 
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust by U.S. 
Bank Trust National Associa-
tion, not in its individual capaci-
ty but solely as owner trustee of 
New Residential Mortgage Loan 
Trust 2020-NPL2 by assign-
ment recorded in said Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 25305, Page 135 for 
breach of the conditions of said 
Mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 11:00 AM on 
March 13, 2025 at 198 Union 
Road, Wales, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit: the real 
estate located in said Wales on 
the westerly side of Union Road 
about one quarter (1/4) of a mile 
northerly of the Holland Staf-
ford Road, and being more par-
ticularly bounded and described 
as follows: Beginning at an 
iron pin in. the westerly line of 
Union Road, six hundred twenty 
(620) feet southerly, measuring 
along said westerly line, from 
a stone fence at land now or 
formerly of William Braman, 
and thence running S. 2° 05’ E. 
two hundred (200) feet along 
said Union Road to an iron pin; 
thence turning and running S. 
80° 55’ W. two hundred eighty 
(280) feet to an iron pin; thence 
turning and running N. 2° 05’ 
W. two hundred (200) feet to an 

iron pin; thence turning and run-
ning N. 80° 55’ E. two hundred 
eighty (280) feet to the point 
of BEGINNING, the last three 
courses being along land now 
or formerly of Julius A. Aarons 
et ux. 

The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal 
liens and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in posses-
sion, and attorney’s fees and 
costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will be 
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered. 
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure 
Sale Agreement immediately 
after the close of the bidding. 
The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within thir-
ty (30) days from the sale date 
in the form of a certified check, 
bank treasurer’s check or other 
check satisfactory to Mortgag-
ee’s attorney. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to bid at the 
sale, to reject any and all bids, to 
continue the sale and to amend 
the terms of the sale by written 
or oral announcement made be-
fore or during the foreclosure 
sale. If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to a 
return of the deposit paid. The 
purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgag-
ee’s attorney. The description of 
the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individu-
al capacity but solely as owner 
trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition 
Trust Present Holder of said 
Mortgage, 

By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 

PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: (781) 790-7800 
21-004521  

02/20, 02/27, 03/06/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0394EA

Estate of: 
Alan L Wilcox 

Date of Death: 11/21/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Faith Blackwell of 
Monson, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Faith Blackwell of Monson, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/25/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 25, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

03/06/2025

Public notices

Labor and Workforce 
Development and 
appointed to Senate 
Ways and Means

B O S T O N — S e n a t o r 
Jake Oliveira (Hampden, 
Hampshire & Worcester 
District) has been appointed 
Chair of the Joint Commit-
tee on Labor and Workforce 
Development for the 194th 
General Court by Senate 
President Karen Spilka. The 
appointment places him at the 
helm of shaping policies that 
impact workers’ rights, fair 
labor practices, and econom-
ic opportunity across Massa-
chusetts. 

As Chair, Senator Ol-
iveira will lead the commit-

tee in addressing critical 
issues such as workplace 
discrimination, wage equity, 
workers’ compensation, and 
broader labor laws that affect 
employees and businesses 
throughout the Common-
wealth. According to Olivei-
ra, his leadership will focus 
on strengthening workforce 
protections, expanding job 
training opportunities, and 
ensuring all workers are treat-
ed fairly under the law. 

“Massachusetts must 
continue to be a leader in 
protecting workers, expand-
ing economic opportunity, 
and fostering workplaces free 
from discrimination and ex-
ploitation,” said Senator Ol-
iveira. “As Chair of the Labor 
and Workforce Development 
Committee, I am committed 
to advancing policies that cre-

ate good-paying jobs, protect 
workers, and support busi-
nesses in building a strong 
and resilient economy. I look 
forward to working with my 
colleagues to craft legislation 
that ensures economic pros-
perity and fairness for every 
worker in the Common-
wealth.” 

In addition, Senator Ol-
iveira has been appointed to 
serve on the prestigious Sen-
ate Committee on Ways and 
Means. This key role posi-
tions him at the forefront of 
shaping the Commonwealth’s 
budget and fiscal policies. 

“As a member of Senate 
Ways and Means, I am hon-
ored to have the opportunity 
to help craft a state budget that 
reflects our values: invest-
ing in education, workforce 
development, infrastructure, 

and essential services while 
maintaining fiscal responsi-
bility,” said Senator Olivei-
ra. “I am grateful to Senate 
President Spilka for her con-
fidence in me. I look forward 
to advocating for policies 
that will improve the quality 
of life for working families, 
strengthen our economy, and 
ensure that Massachusetts re-
mains a leader in innovation 
and opportunity.” 

Senator Oliveira has also 
been named Vice Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Election 
Laws, where he will help 
oversee legislation related to 
voting rights, election secu-
rity, and the democratic pro-
cess. He will also serve on 
several other key committees, 
including: 

Joint Committee on 
Agriculture and 

Fisheries 
Joint Committee on 

Bonding, Capital 
Expenditures, and 
State Assets 

Joint Committee on 
Consumer Protection 
and Professional 
Licensure 

Joint Committee on 
Financial Services 

Joint Committee on 
Public Service 

“These committee as-
signments allow me to advo-
cate for policies that matter 
most to my constituents—en-
suring access to good jobs, 
protecting workers, and fos-
tering a fair and inclusive 
economy,” Oliveira added. “I 
am eager to get to work and 
make meaningful progress 
for the people of Massachu-
setts.”

Oliveira named chair of the Joint Committee Veterans eat lunch 
free at Senior Ctr.

WARE – Now through May 
31, 2025, veterans of the U.S. 
armed services can enjoy a home-
made lunch for free at the Ware 
Senior Center, 1 Robbins Road.

This meals are provided by 
the generosity of former Ware Se-
lectboard member John Morrin, 
the Ware Veteran Fund and the 
Ware Veterans Carnival. 

For veterans to take advan-
tage of this offer they must call the 
Ware Senior Center 413-967-9645 
by noon the business day before 
they wish to come for lunch and 
place their name on the list. Meals 
are served daily, Monday through 
Friday from 11:30 a.m.-noon.

Menus and more information 
are available on the Council on 
Aging page of townofware.com 
or by stopping by the Ware Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road, Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes 
guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more Donald Roy (860) 
874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors, 
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive 
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at 
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS

 “We can always work something out.”
 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send 
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING

Insured, 10 years experience.
Free estimates. 

413-727-9846.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Executive Director for 
Community Survival Center

in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to

survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management, 
Public Outreach, and Social Media
Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 5 
days sick/personal time; holidays
$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for 
climber and ground person. 
Must have driver’s license in good standing. 
Call 413-507-1949.

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

FRIDAY AT NOON
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141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo
mi

ng
 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 3/31/25

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

If you’ve been trying to train at home and find 
that your goals and expectations aren’t coming 
true, consider reaching out for help. There’s nothing 
quite like working with a professional in the field!  
Research shows that well-trained dogs are 50% 
less likely to develop problems such as aggression, 
anxiety, or destructive behavior. This statistic 
alone highlights how training can lead to a more 
harmonious existence for pets and their families. 
Here are just some of the many benefits of working 
with a certified professional trainer.

Customized Programs: Every dog has a unique 
personality and individual needs that a professional 
trainer has been taught to look for. They can then 
tailor a personalized training program that will 
benefit your dog specifically.

Problem Solving Recommendations: If your at-
home training plan and goals aren’t working out, a 
certified trainer can help you understand why. Then, 
they steer you in the right direction about what your 
next steps should be.

Supportive Environment: Experienced 
professional trainers are empathetic towards your 
struggles and goals. They understand that training 
your dog should be a fun and beneficial experience 
for both of you. They’re non-judgmental and just 
here to help!

Socialization: Early exposure to various 
environments, people, and other animals can 
lead to better-adjusted dogs. The ideal time 
for socialization is between 3 and 14 weeks of 
age when puppies are most receptive to new 
experiences.

Building a Strong Bond: Training is not just 
about commands and obedience; it’s also about 
strengthening the bond with your dog. Dogs that 
participate in regular training sessions show 
increased trust and attachment to their owners. 
This bond can lead to a happier, more fulfilling 
relationship for the dog and the owner.

Training plays an indispensable role in a dog’s 
overall growth and development. The benefits of 
training are far-reaching, from improving behavior 
and social skills to enhancing the bond with their 
owners.

The Benefits of 
Working With a 

Professional Dog Trainer

ATTENTION READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive a free weekend 
get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE

THROUGH 
DOGS EYES 

CANINE 
TRAINING

                 Dog Daycare & 
Private Training Lessons

Located on a spacious outdoor farm style dog daycare. 
Open to social dogs Monday-Sunday. 

In home private training lessons available. 
Contact TJ to schedule an evaluation.

– TJ DWYER –
Hampden, MA

413-209-7744
throughdogseyestraining.com

www.facebook.com/
TJThroughDogsEyesTraining

Do you have a 
pet care business?
Then you should be 

advertising on 
THE PET PAGE!

Email 
Jocelyn at 

jwalker@turley.com 
for more 

information.

PET OF THE MONTH
Meet DakotaMeet Dakota

Dakota is a 3 
year old Boxer, 

Rottweiler mix. She 
enjoys playing ball. 

She is a cuddler 
and jokester! Her 
favorite food is 
whatever dad 
pulls out of his 
lunch bag (and 

he always makes 
sure there are 

leftovers). She lives 
in Palmer with 
Jamie,  Megan, 
Mike and Emma 

Chevalier

NEW IN MARCH
• At Post Office Park in Wilbraham
 Every Saturday Beginning March 8th 
 12 noon - Pack Walk
 1:30 p.m - Basic Obedience & Socialization
   (Both Weather Permitting)
• At Pathfinder Regional Voc/Tech High School in Palmer
 Beginning March 20th
 - Basics of Obedience 6 Week Course
 Thursdays 5:30-6:30 p.m
 - Canine Good Citizenship AKC Certified Course
 Thursdays 6:45-7:45 p.m
 Register Online through Pathfinder

Servicing 
Wilbraham & 

the Surrounding Towns

413-246-0859
AKC Certified

NEW Board & Train Programs Starting This Spring

MONSON
The Monson Fire Department responded 

to four fire calls and 19 emergency medical 
calls for the week of Feb. 24-March 2.

On Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 8:01 a.m., the 
department responded to Stafford Road for a 
motor vehicle crash, and returned to service at 
8:23 a.m.

On Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 8:56 a.m., the 
department responded to Cote Road for a CO 
alarm activation, and returned to service at 9:23 
a.m.

On Thursday, Feb. 27 at 11:07 p.m., the de-
partment responded to Hospital Road for a pub-
lic assist, and returned to service at 11:33 p.m.

On Friday, Feb. 28 at 7:04 p.m., the depart-
ment responded to Moulton Hill Road for a fire 
alarm activation, and returned to service at 7:35 
p.m.

  Fire Logs
AMHERST— University of 

Massachusetts Dining Services 
invites the community to partic-
ipate in their 14th annual UMass 
5K Dash & Dine on Saturday, 
April 26, at 11 a.m., with the goal 
to promote health and wellness 
at UMass Amherst while raising 
funds for the Amherst Survival 
Center.

UMass Dining’s focus is on 
quality ingredients and meals, 
customer service, student health 
and wellness, customization op-
tions and appreciation of glob-
al influences. Over the past 13 
years, UMass Dining has raised 
over $50,000 that has been 
proudly donated to the Amherst 
Survival Center. It is with the 
help of all donors, runners and 

walkers of the UMass 5K Dash 
& Dine that this run can continue 
its legacy every year.

Schedule of events:
9 a.m. – Check-in at the 

Southwest Horseshoe
10 a.m. – Free Fun Run for 

children 8 years old and under
11 a.m. – Race begins
11:30 a.m. – Award ceremo-

ny
Noon – Lunch in Berkshire 

Dining Commons 
The race fee is $15 for all 

Five-College students, $25 for 
UMass Amherst faculty and staff, 
and $30 for the general public. 
Children 8 years old and under 
are free to participate. The race 
fee includes registration, and a 
complimentary meal at the uni-

versity’s award-winning dining 
facilities in the Berkshire Dining 
Commons.

Donations can be made and 
participants can register on the 
UMass 5K Dash & Dine website. 
Online registration will end April 
24 at midnight. Walk-up registra-
tion will be available on race day.

“The UMass 5K Dash & 
Dine is an annual effort made 
to support the community in in-
creasing awareness of personal 
wellness while addressing food 
security on and off campus,” 
said Ken Toong, Associate Vice 
Chancellor Auxiliary Enterpris-
es, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. “Our goal is to create 
exciting initiatives that simul-
taneously support individuals’ 

personal wellness goals and help 
our neighbors in need. Our vision 
of success is built on being a true 
partner to the community, and 
working together to create mean-
ingful and lasting impact.”

Along with media part-
ners WWLP-TV and Rock 102, 
UMass Dining is thrilled to bring 
an incredible course to runners 
and walkers alike, while support-
ing the ASC food and nutrition 
programs.

Media is invited to attend. 
If interested, or for questions 
regarding the UMass 5K Dash 
& Dine, please contact Meghan 
Rothschild at Meghan@chik-
media.us or (413) 218-4994, or 
Melinda Rose at melindarose@
umass.edu.

UMASS Amherst opens registration for annual 5K Dash and Dine
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

2025 Fly Fishing Expo
Hosted by: Western Mass. Fly Fishermen 

Established in 1971

Monday, March 17th
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Speaker at 7:30 p.m.
Ludlow Elks Lodge 69 Chapin Stree, Ludlow, Mass

ADMISSION: $8.00; Free for children under 12 years

Guest Speaker: Harrison Anglers!

We target trout, pike, shad and smallmouth bass on the rivers on 
Western Mass and Southern VT.

We’ll focus on our winter fisheries but will discuss our warm 
water options as well.

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, fly fishing/material vendors. Mass 
State and Wildlife experts, other related exhibitors, and WMFF 
member demonstrating fly tying.

Giant Raffle: Many fishing items, a complete fly-tying kit. Buck-
et raffles for custom tied flies. Door prize is a fly rod combo.

Refreshments/Food for sale

Mention where you saw this advertisement or show your 
WMFF membership card and get $1.00 off your admission

LUDLOW, MA

55+ Community of Ranch Style Homes
FINAL UNITS UNDER CONTSTRUCTION

THIS WEEK END OF SUMMERReserve your unit today!
These last few units 
back up to woods.

Still time to pick your cabinets, 
flooring and colors.

Pat Wheway, 
Associate Broker

413-478-1166
patwheway@gmail.com

Paradise Creek

STURBRIDGE—Old 
Sturbridge Village invites 
families and friends to step 
back in time and celebrate 
the changing seasons with 
the exciting announcement 
of their Kids Free Standard 
Daytime Admission Pro-
motion, beginning March 1 
through April 30, 2025. 

During this springtime 
offer, up to two children, 
aged 17 years old or young-
er, will be admitted for free 
with each adult full price 
standard daytime admission 
ticket.  

Spring is a time of re-
newal at Old Sturbridge 
Village, and visitors will 
witness history in mo-
tion—preparing fields for 
planting, potters shaping 
clay, blacksmiths making 
tools, and costumed histori-
ans sharing daily life in the 
1830s. Guests can also meet 
heritage breed animals, par-
ticipate in hands-on crafts 
(weekends only), and ex-
plore households and shops 
that bring the past to life. 

In addition to the dai-
ly experiences, the Village 
will feature special events 

and themed programming in 
March, including: 

Maple Days – 
Now through March 9 

Discover the tradition-
al craft of maple sugaring 
and enjoy sweet treats from 
our gift shops. See the en-
tire sugar-making process, 
from tapping the trees to 
“sugaring off,” and learn 
why maple sugar was more 
commonly used than maple 
syrup in early New England. 
Costumed historians will 
also cook period foods made 
with maple products and the 
tinner and cooper will make 
maple-related items. 

Celtic Celebration – 
March 15 & 16 

Celebrate cultural her-
itage through music, dance, 
storytelling, and poetry. En-
joy fiddle tunes, a demon-
stration of the bagpipes, and 
music by Celtic musicians. 
Watch a step dancing per-
formance by the Lee Irish 
Dance School (Saturday 
only), and so much more. 

“At Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage, we believe that history 

should be both immersive 
and engaging,” said Chris 
Tieri, Chief Marketing Of-
ficer at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. “This special offer al-
lows families to step away 
from screens, embrace the 
beauty of spring, and cre-
ate lasting memories while 
exploring our living history 
museum.” 

To maximize savings, 
visitors are encouraged to 
purchase tickets online in 
advance, with an addition-
al $3.00 discount compared 
to door prices. Full details 
and tickets are available at 
https://www.osv.org/event/
kids-free-march-april/. 

The Kids Free March 
and April offer applies to 
standard daytime admission 
only and does not include 
field trips or special ticketed 
events. 

Old Sturbridge Village 
is open Wednesday–Sunday, 
9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. in March 
and extends to 5 p.m. start-
ing April 2. 

A full schedule of up-
coming events can be found 
at www.osv.org/events-expe-
riences/calendar. 

Kids Enjoy Free Entry for 
Two Months at OSVLocal Non-profit 

cultural arts and 
learning center seeks 
fine art in celebration 
of the human figure

WARE — ArtWorks 
Gallery invites artists from 
throughout the northeastern 
US to celebrate the human 
figure in the upcoming 4th 
Annual Celebrating the Fig-
ure exhibition. As in previous 
years, this show focuses on 
the realistic interpretation of 
the human figure and is open 
to all forms of applied medi-
ums, sculpture, and printmak-
ing. Photography and elec-
tronic media are not accepted 
mediums for this exhibition. 

The deadline for entry is 
Wednesday, March 19th, by 
midnight. The entry form and 
full details can be found on 
workshop13.org. ArtWorks 
Gallery is located at 69 Main 
Street in Ware, MA. The 4th 
Annual Celebrating the Fig-
ure exhibition will be on dis-
play from April 19th through 
May 25th, opening with a 
reception on Saturday, April 
19th, from 3-5pm. Gallery 
hours are Saturdays and Sun-
days from 1-4pm. Currently 
on display at ArtWorks Gal-
lery is Infrared Obsessions, an 
exhibition of infrared photog-
raphy by Bruce Arnold, which 
is on display from March 1st 
- March 30th. 

The juror for the 4th An-
nual Celebrating the Figure 
exhibition is Eliza Moser. 
Moser is a contemporary re-
alist painter from Springfield, 
Massachusetts. She is a part 
of the recent “atelier move-
ment,” a contemporary group 
of artists whose technique is 
focused on reviving classical 
realist methods of painting; 
her work is at once an homage 
to classical aesthetics, while 
simultaneously incorporating 
elements of contemporary 
expression. In 2012 Eliza’s 
first oil painting was accept-
ed into the Academic Artists 
Association’s 62nd National 
Exhibition, receiving the Ac-
ademic Council Award. She 
was the youngest artist to ever 
have been accepted into the 
annual exhibition at that time. 
Since then, her work has been 
shown in various local and na-
tional exhibitions, such as at 
the 2013 Alpine Fellowship in 

Switzerland and at the Guild 
of Boston Artists 2018 Re-
gional Exhibition. She gradu-
ated from the Florence Acad-
emy of Art in 2016, and in 
2023 she opened Eliza Moser 
Fine Art, an Art Studio and 
Gallery in the downtown of 
South Hadley, Massachusetts.

About ArtWorks Gallery 
and Workshop13: 

ArtWorks Gallery is 
Workshop13’s gallery on 
Main Street. This space fea-
tures numerous art exhibitions 
each year and is also available 
to rent for individual or group 
shows. Workshop13 Cultural 
Arts and Learning Center is 
a rural non-profit arts inno-
vator located in Ware, Mas-
sachusetts and devoted to 
increasing the appreciation 
and accessibility of the arts, 
strengthening the creative life 
of our community through in-
struction, collaborations, and 
arts-based initiatives. 

Celebrating the Figure 
Liza Moser at 

work on Yet 
We Sleep We 

Dream.

REGION—With antic-
ipation of Home Improve-
ments trends continuing to 
be high in 2025, according 
to HIRI (Home Improvement 
Research Institute), the Home 
Show has two buildings of 
home improvement compa-
nies that will be on hand to 
show, tell demonstrate and 
advise the thousands of home-
owners expected to attend the 
Home & Garden Show sched-
uled to run from March 27th-
30th. 

Andrew Crane, Executive 
Director of the Home Builders 
& Remodelers Association of 
Western MA, said the show 
vendors will be busy building 
displays and setting up prod-
ucts and samples that will 
help homeowners gain more 
insight and a better under-
standing of the options avail-
able to them for their next 
home improvement project. 

Andrew said that this 

year’s show will provide 
friends and family with a 
chance to explore various 
product lines in an interactive 
environment where they can 
see and touch the products, 
receive advice from vendors, 
and connect with installers 
and contractors who may be 
involved in their next project. 

“Our objective is to pro-
vide a venue with multiple 
vendors and a robust repre-
sentation of products under 
one roof. This show will help 
homeowners minimize the 
time it can take to decide on 
the best products and remove 
frustrations that can come 
with trying to meet and de-
cide on who will provide the 
services.” 

It can be difficult to know 
where to start when taking on 
home repairs, improvements 
or building from scratch. The 
show vendors are reputable 
and will be able to display and 

discuss work they’ve done 
as well as have a one-on-one 
conversation with the home-
owner about their specific 
needs. 

The Western Mass Home 
& Garden Show website has 
a full list of current vendors 
and is being updated daily. 
Looking at the list will allow 
attendees the opportunity to 
plan their time at the show 
by deciding in advance who 
they want to meet and talk 
with. “This is such a time 
saver compared to traditional 
methods of calling and setting 
up individual appointments. 
Many people feel more com-
fortable meeting with a few 
vendors before deciding, do-
ing this at the Home Show 
can save weeks and weeks of 
time” 

A coupon offering a dis-
count for entry is available on 
the Western Mass Home & 
Garden Show website. 

HBRA of Western Mass, celebrate 70th 
“Original” WMass Home & Garden Show 


