
By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Residents 
gathered at the Monson Se-
nior Center on Feb. 4 for an 
afternoon of Valentine’s Day 
crafts and community spirit, 
creating handmade decora-
tions and cards while sup-
porting local nursing home 
residents.

From 1 to 3 p.m., par-
ticipants crafted festive slate 
signs and wooden wreaths, 
with each project costing 
$5. Attendees could paint 
messages on slate displayed 
on easels with bows or dec-
orate wooden wreaths with 
ribbons, stickers, and em-
bellishments, with some 
choosing to make multiple 
projects.

In addition to the crafts, 
seniors signed Valentine’s 
Day cards for residents of the 
Palmer Healthcare Center, a 
nursing facility on Shearer 
Street in Palmer. Approxi-
mately 55 to 60 cards will be 
delivered to brighten the hol-
iday for residents.

The event was orga-
nized with the help of Kelly 
Bergeron and highlighted the 
Senior Center’s ongoing ef-
forts to provide creative and 
social opportunities for the 
community. Upcoming activ-

ities include the launch of a 
new dance program, “Move 
and Groove,” beginning 
Wednesday from 2 to 2:45 
p.m., and a Valentine’s Day 
party on Feb. 12 featuring 
lunch and live jazz music.
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The 
Friends of the Monson Free 
Library brought warmth, 
sweetness, and communi-
ty spirit to the library on 
February 10 with a Val-
entine-themed bake sale, 
showcasing an array of 
homemade treats and high-
lighting the group’s ongoing 
efforts to support library 
programs and preserve the 
historic building.

The bake sale, held 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., fea-
tured a wide selection of 
creative, handcrafted baked 
goods prepared by members 
of the Friends group. From 
festive desserts to classic 
homemade favorites, every 
item reflected the dedication 
and talent of the volunteers 
who make the event possi-
ble.

“This is a bake sale that 
we put on several times a 
year,” said Joanne Sorreiro, 
a longtime supporter of the 

library and member of the 
Friends of the Monson Free 
Library. “Today is Valen-
tine-themed, and there are 
a lot of wonderful, creative 
baked goods, all homemade 
by our very active Friends 
group.”

Sorreiro, who has been 
a cardholder at the Monson 
Free Library for an impres-
sive 68 years, said the bake 
sales have become a beloved 
tradition and an important 
source of fundraising for the 
organization.

The Friends typically 
host at least four bake sales 
annually, timed around key 
seasons and holidays. In 
addition to the Valentine’s 
event, sales are often held 
around Easter, Halloween, 
and Thanksgiving, provid-
ing recurring opportunities 
for residents to support 
the library while enjoying 
homemade treats.

Beyond bake sales, the 
Friends of the Monson Free 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Three lo-
cal Scouts took an import-
ant step in their Scouting 
journey during a crossover 
ceremony held Jan. 11 at 
the Second Congregational 
Church in Palmer, marking 
their transition from Cub 
Scouts to Scouts BSA and 
the beginning of a new phase 
of independence, leadership, 
and personal growth.

Jayden Riopel, Law-
rence Thompson, and James 
Jiances were formally rec-
ognized as they crossed over 
from Pack 164 to Cub Scout 
Pack 64, concluding sever-
al years of participation in 
the Cub Scout program and 
moving into a more chal-
lenging level of Scouting.

“They have been in 

Scouting for several years,” 
said Holly Riopel, who 
helped organize the event. 
“Lawrence and Jayden were 
in it for five years. They 
started when they were in 
kindergarten, and James has 
been in for four years. He 
started in first grade.”

The crossover ceremo-
ny, a traditional rite of pas-
sage within Scouting, sym-
bolizes both an achievement 
and a new responsibility. 
While Cub Scouts emphasiz-
es family involvement and 
guided activities, the tran-
sition to Scouts BSA places 
greater responsibility on the 
youth themselves.

“When they’re Cub 
Scouts, it’s really a lot of 
family interaction,” Riopel 
explained. “When the boys 
cross over to the Boy Scouts, 
it really tests their indepen-

dence. They really need to 
take ownership in the pro-
grams, in earning their merit 
badges and earning ranks.”

According to Riopel, 
the shift represents a signif-
icant change in how Scouts 
approach their goals. Merit 
badges become more in-
depth, and Scouts begin 
working with merit badge 
counselors while charting 
their own paths through the 
program.

“It’s really the growth 
of showing their indepen-
dence,” she said. “Instead of 
having mom and dad help-
ing you, they start to take 
on their own journey at that 
time.”

In addition to the cross-
over recognition, the cer-
emony also highlighted a 

Council 
hears 
ADA 
plan

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palm-
er Town Council met Mon-
day evening, Feb. 9, for a 
wide-ranging session that in-
cluded the swearing-in of new 
police officers, public concerns 
over recreational facilities and 
safety, debate over nuclear risk 
advocacy, and sobering finan-
cial projections for the town’s 
fiscal year 2027 budget.

The meeting also featured 
discussion of zoning policy, 
enhanced code enforcement 
authority, and the town’s draft 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) transition plan.

New Police Officers 
Sworn In

The council opened the 
meeting by welcoming three 
new members of the Palmer 
Police Department.

Ethan Roberts, a 2019 
graduate of Pathfinder Tech-
nical High School and a U.S. 
Army veteran, recently com-
pleted the Municipal Police 
Training Council Police Acad-
emy and is currently under-
going field training. Roberts 
served three years as a forward 
observer in the Army and re-
ceived combat action and 
commendation medals.

Baltazar Gonzalez, who 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice and coaches 
youth mixed martial arts, is 
currently attending the Spring-
field Police Academy and is 
expected to graduate in April.

Mahayar St. Phard, a 

Bake sale supports 
library programs

PALMER PALMER

Scouts mark milestone at crossover ceremony

Submitted photo

James Jiances, Jayden Riopel, and Lawrence Thompson with their certificates from the 
Crossover Ceremony.
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Senior Center spreads Valentine’s Day love
MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Finance Committee met 
on Feb. 9 to review the School 
Department’s proposed Fis-
cal Year 2027 (FY27) budget, 
a discussion that revealed the 
growing complexity of fund-
ing public education amid 
shifting student needs, rising 
costs, and limited revenue 
growth.

The meeting began with 
routine administrative busi-
ness, including the approval 
of previous minutes and re-
view of correspondence, be-
fore shifting to an in-depth 
presentation by Superinten-
dent Paul Foster on the dis-
trict’s financial outlook and 
priorities.

Superintendent Paul Fos-
ter opened his presentation by 
urging committee members 
to view the budget within a 
broader context rather than 
as a simple year-to-year com-
parison. He explained that the 
district is navigating not only 
contractual obligations but 
also long-term demographic 
changes and increasing stu-
dent needs.

Foster outlined two bud-
get proposals. The level-ser-

vice request reflects a roughly 
three percent increase intend-
ed to cover contractual salary 
obligations while maintain-
ing existing programs and 
staffing levels. The operating 
request represents a 6.5 per-
cent increase and, according 
to Foster, more accurately 
reflects what the district be-
lieves is necessary to support 
student success and address 
pressing needs.

“There are things we 
know we need that aren’t 
even in these numbers,” Fos-
ter said, referring to priorities 
such as additional mental 
health staffing, expanded pro-
fessional learning opportuni-
ties, curriculum updates, and 
the potential elimination of 
athletic and preschool fees. 
He noted that these initiatives 
would only be possible if 
additional revenue becomes 
available.

Foster then detailed the 
structural factors shaping the 
school budget. State aid un-
der Chapter 70 accounts for 
roughly 60 percent of school 

FinCom hears school 
department budget

MONSON
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Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Senior residents gathered 
at the senior center to sign 
Valentine’s Day cards and 
create a craft for themselves.

One person made a beautiful multi-colored heart on a 
wood heart shaped panel.

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Cute jars filled with heart shaped spritz cookies were for 
sale in the Monson Library DeSantis Room.
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

WALES – The Wales 
Public Library was filled with 
creativity, conversation, and 
Valentine’s spirit on Satur-
day, Feb. 7, as residents of all 
ages gathered for the “Sweets 
for the Sweet!” cookie deco-
rating workshop, a hands-on 
program that continues the 
library’s growing tradition of 
community-focused events.

The workshop, held at 1 
p.m., invited participants to 
decorate Valentine’s-themed 
cookies under the guidance of 
local baker Elaine Mewhin-
ey, owner of Laney Cakes, a 
home-based baking business 
located in Holland. The event 
was open to all ages and skill 
levels and was funded by the 
Wales Cultural Council, with 
advance registration required 
due to high demand.

“This is one of my favor-
ite places to work,” Mewhin-
ey said of the library. “I love 
working with the library.”

Mewhiney, who special-
izes in homemade desserts 
and custom cakes, said the 
Valentine’s cookie decorat-
ing program has become a 
recurring collaboration with 
the library. She previously led 
a similar workshop last Feb-
ruary and hosted a whoopie 
pie-making event in October.

“We did whoopie pies in 
October, and then last Febru-
ary we did the same decorat-
ing with the Valentine’s cook-
ies,” she said. When asked 
about future events, she added 
with a smile, “Anything that 
Kara wants.”

Operating out of what 
she described as her “tiny 
little cottage kitchen” in Hol-
land, Mewhiney said custom-
ers can find Laney Cakes on 
Facebook, where she manag-
es her orders and shares up-
dates about her baking proj-
ects.

According to Wales Pub-
lic Library Director Kara L. 
Jund, the cookie decorating 
workshop was one of the 
most popular programs on the 
library’s winter schedule.

“This one was full to-
day,” Jund said. “We even had 
a family of four that couldn’t 
make it due to the weather 
but otherwise the turnout has 
been really impressive.”

Jund noted that the 
library recently applied 
for multiple grants 
through the Wales Cul-
tural Council to support 
programming through 
November, and the re-
sponse from the com-
munity has been enthu-
siastic.

“I put the whole 
schedule out through 
November, and we actually 
already have people signing 
up,” she said. “Our programs 
are really gaining steam, 
which is really exciting.”

While most of the li-
brary’s grant applications 
were approved, one program 
was not funded due to limited 
resources. Jund explained that 
the town received more than 
$18,000 in applications but 
had only slightly more than 
$5,000 to distribute.

In response, the Friends 
of the Wales Public Library 
stepped in to ensure the pro-
gram could still move for-
ward.

“The friends group 
stepped up and voted to go 
ahead and approve that,” Jund 
said. “So we’ll be adding that 
to our rotation of programs.”

The program, which will 
take place in December, will 
feature German paper cutting, 
a traditional folk art tech-
nique.

The cookie decorating 
workshop is just one part of 
a busy calendar at the Wales 
Public Library, which contin-
ues to expand its offerings for 
children, families, and adults.

Regular programs in-
clude:

• Friends of the Wales 
Public Library meetings on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m.

• A book club meeting 
on the first Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m.

• “Wales’ Tales” story 
time on Wednesdays at 12:15 
p.m. during the school year 
with Miss Sarah.

• Mom’s Morning on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m.

• A kids’ after-school art 
program on the first Monday 
of the month at 4 p.m.

Upcoming special events 
include a wool needle felt-
ing workshop on Saturday, 
Feb. 28, at noon, where par-
ticipants will learn to create 
small wool projects, includ-
ing a beehive design themed 
for spring.

“She thought it would 
be great for spring and easy 
enough for beginners to do,” 
Jund said.

In March, the Friends 
of the Wales Public Library 
will host a spring welcome 
sign painting fundraiser on 
Tuesday, March 19, from 6 to 
8 p.m., in collaboration with 

Walker Faith Creations. The 
event will have a participation 
fee of $40.

Looking ahead, Jund 
highlighted several cultur-
al and historical programs 
supported by grant funding, 
many of which connect to the 
upcoming 250th anniversary 
of the nation’s founding.

Among them is “Patri-
ots and Potters,” a historical 
presentation exploring early 
American craftsmanship and 
history. A pottery-related pro-
gram is scheduled for April, 
while a tote bag workshop is 
planned for November.

The library will also host 
a colonial reenactor who will 
present local history in an in-
teractive program for all ages.

“He’ll bring some of his 
gear so people can see it and 
touch it,” Jund said. “He will 
concentrate on local history 
in his presentation.”

The library has also 
launched a Kids Advisory 
Board, which recently held its 
first meeting.

“It went really well,” 

Jund said. “We got some great 
ideas and a lot of insight into 
what kids are more interested 
in.”

Parents and a representa-
tive from the Parent-Teacher 
Organization attended the 
meeting, helping strengthen 
connections between the li-
brary and the community.

Beyond programming, 
the Wales Public Library has 
seen recent facility upgrades, 
including new LED lighting 
and improved exterior light-
ing around the building.

“The cable company 
changed all of our lights in 
the library,” Jund said. “They 
added one over the stairs, and 
now the backyard is a whole 
new light.”

Jund said the improve-
ments have enhanced both 
safety and the overall atmo-
sphere of the building.

Looking to the future, 
she also expressed interest 
in expanding grant-writing 
efforts to secure additional 

funding for library initiatives.
“I’m hoping we can get 

more funds for the library to 
do more stuff,” she said.

As Saturday’s cookie 
decorating workshop demon-
strated, the Wales Public Li-
brary continues to evolve as 
a vibrant community hub, 
blending creative program-
ming, historical exploration, 
and family-friendly activities.

With strong community 
participation, growing part-
nerships with local artists and 
businesses, and support from 
the Cultural Council and 
Friends group, the library’s 
calendar reflects both tradi-
tion and innovation.

Cookie decorating latest new program at W PL

Happy Birthday to Buffie III 
(Teenager on Feb. 22)

    Luv, Mom, Dragonflies & Angels!

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

DEADLINE
The Journal Register deadline for public submissions to Mondays. 
To get your submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 

email Editor at journalregster@turley.com 
or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

CORRECTIONS The Journal Register will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send an 
email to: journalregister@turley.com, or call (413) 283-8393. 

Corrections may also be requested in writing at:  
Journal Register, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069

Ollie B. and Maggie B. use 
lots of frosting as a base 
on their cookies.

Turley photos by 
Abigail McCoy

Above, Hudson 
Roberts takes his 
time writing in 
icing on one of 
his cookies. Left, 
each decorating 
kit came with two 
types of sprin-
kles, pink and 
white frosting, 
and four plain 
cookies to deco-
rate. Right, Young 

Ollie B. takes a 
massive bite 

of his fresh-
ly deco-

r a t e d 
cookie.

Maggie B. smiles and shows 
off all of her decorated 
cookies.

Even some adult residents of Wales joined in the cookie 
decorating fun.
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

HOLLAND – On a qui-
et Wednesday evening at the 
Holland Community Center, 
colorful wool fibers, small 
sculpted figures, and quiet 
conversation filled the lobby 
as residents gathered around 
tables to explore the art of 
felting: a simple but versatile 
craft that is quickly becoming 
a popular creative outlet in 
town.

The felting class, led by 
local resident Sanna Hart, be-
gan as an informal experiment 
last fall and has since grown 
into a welcoming space for 
creativity, conversation, and 
community connection.

“I think we started this 
last year in October before 
going to a conference, be-
cause we wanted to be able 
to do something in the lobby 
to attract people,” Hart ex-
plained. “It’s a networking 
thing. And so it brought peo-
ple over to our table, where 
we got to meet them, and we 
just introduced it here and 
people like it.”

Felting is an art form that 
uses wool fibers and special-
ized needles to create shapes 
and images. Unlike many 
crafts that require extensive 
tools or training, felting is 
accessible to beginners and 
adaptable to a wide range of 
styles and skill levels.

“It’s a very simple 
art form. You don’t need a 
lot,” Hart said. “Literally, you 
could sit there watching TV or 
talking or doing this without a 
lot of thought.”

Despite her growing role 
in teaching others, Hart her-
self is relatively new to the 
craft.

“Just since last October,” 
she said when asked how long 
she had been felting.

The class’s origins trace 
back to a workshop held by a 
former schoolteacher in town, 
who introduced felting to the 
community through a library 
program.

“There is a lady in town, 
who was a school teacher, and 
she did the first kind of work-
shop at the library,” Hart said. 
“She did a pumpkin… and 
that’s how this all started.”

From that first pump-
kin, the possibilities expand-
ed. During the recent ses-

sion at the community center, 
participants worked on a vari-
ety of projects, ranging from 
whimsical three-dimensional 
figures to experimental de-
signs.

“Today we’re doing 
gnomes, an octopus, or what-
ever you want,” Hart said. “A 
gnome maybe… whatever 
you particularly want to do.”

Around the room, cre-
ativity took many forms. 
Some participants focused on 
sculptural pieces, while others 
explored more unusual ideas.

“The woman over there, 
she’s doing crows,” Hart said 
with a laugh, pointing out the 
diverse interpretations that 
emerged during the session.

Felting’s flexibility also 
allows artists to move beyond 
sculpture into two-dimension-
al work.

“This could be not just 
a 3D form, but it could be a 
2D form,” Hart explained. 
“Somebody else is coming to-
night, and I know she works 
like painting. So instead of 
using watercolor or acrylics, 

she’s pushing it into cloth. 
Then you would frame it, so it 
would be really cool.”

For participants, the class 
offers more than just a craft 
lesson. It provides a low-pres-
sure environment where peo-
ple can experiment, socialize, 
and discover new creative 
possibilities together.

What began as a small 
effort to draw people into a 
lobby space has evolved into a 
shared artistic experience; one 

that reflects both the simplici-
ty of felting and the power of 
community connection.

As Hart summed up with 
a smile, sometimes all it takes 
is a handful of wool, a needle, 
and a place to gather.

Holland Community Center hosts

NEW CHINA
Chinese Restaurant

413-267-0505
123 Main Street

Monson, MA

Serving delicious 
Chinese cuisine. 

Our specialty dishes 
are well crafted 

to create a delightful 
culinary experience. 

Order online through 
Beyond Menu

Hours: Mon. 4-8pm • Tues.-Thurs. 11am-9pm Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-9pm

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Happy Valentine’s Day
To My One True Love
Edward Pascale
There will never be 
a moment to match 
the time that we knew. 
Until I hold you once again, 
I’ll be missing you.

Love, Linda

The class provides all the tools needed including needles, felt, 
and tools to avoid injury.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Sanna Hart shows off the gnome she made as another example.

One felt artist was creating a heart for Valentine’s Day.

felting class

Hart begins the class by 
showing how felting works 
by creating the base of an 
octopus.

Sanna Hart brought in 
a variety of her felted 
creations as inspiration. 

Half of the class 
have never 

felted before 
so they stuck 

with making an 
octopus like Hart 

showed them.
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Letters to the 
editor policy
Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, 
and guest columns between 
500-800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require that the 
person submitting the opinion 
also include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone 
number. We must confirm au-
thorship prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or with-
hold any submissions deemed 
to be libelous, unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, or 
defamation of character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com
The submission deadline for
consideration is Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to journalregister@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a rep-
resentative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, 
state House, district attorney and Governor’s 
Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover polit-
ical rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in The Journal Register.
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Viewpoints

It’s been a fun cou-
ple of weeks 
in the realm 

of gardening! 
While I hav-
en’t yet gotten 
my hands into 
the soil yet, I 
have been on 
the hunt for all 
kinds of seeds 
for the Old Stur-
bridge Village 
gardens:  those for obscure 
medicinal plants, unique 
heirlooms, and rare native 
plants.  

That process has led me 
to some interesting mail or-
der companies that I’d like 
to share with you.

My mail order “go 
to” for herb seeds has al-
ways been Richter’s (www.
richters.com) but when I 
couldn’t locate a few of the 
items on my list there, a 
simple internet search lead 
me to Thyme Garden (www.
thymegarden.com).  

Their catalog boasts 
over 400 varieties of herb 
seeds and more. The text 
doubles as an herbal ency-
clopedia of sorts,  provid-
ing the reader with cultural 
information in addition to 
loads of herbal lore. 

A paper copy will set 
you back $2.50, but you can 
get a digital download for 
free. It’s noteworthy to men-
tion that many of the seeds 
are harvested on the farm in 
Oregon. The company has 
been in business since 1989, 
and clearly knows their stuff.  

I purchased both Jim-
sonweed and Cotton for the 
Paul Roger’s Herb Garden 
from this company.  

Prairie Moon Nurs-
ery (www.prairiemoon.

com) is an excellent source 
for native plant material and 
seeds. This statement from 
their website gave me some-
thing to think about: “Na-
tive plants co-evolved with 
native insects and wildlife; 
they are deeply dependent 
on one another. These plants 
provide food and shelter 
to insects, birds, and other 
small animals, which in turn 
support larger predators. 
Native plants are the funda-
mental stepping stones of a 
healthy eco-system.”

While many of us al-
ready enjoy growing native 
plants, the impact of doing 
so goes far beyond our orna-
mental gardens. 

Prairie Moon offers 
seeds, blended seed mixes, 
plants and more, and their 
catalog is free for the ask-
ing. You can also download 
a catalog and cultural guide.  

Growing native plants 
from seed often requires 
specialized treatments such 
as chilling or nicking and 
soaking, so I’d definitely 
recommend brushing up. I 
found Toothwort (at last!) 
and Late Horse Gentian, 
both for the herb garden.

Sometimes the tricky 
part about searching out 
heirloom seeds in the issue 
of cultivars. For example, I 

need a black flowered Hol-
lyhock known sci-
entifically as Alcea 

rosea nigra, 
yet what I 
discover are 

c u l t iva r s 
called “Jet 
B l a c k ” 

or “Black 
Watchman.” I want 
the original.  

Here is where 
seed sales at Monti-

cello (www.monticelloshop.
org) come in handy. Thomas 
Jefferson was an avid gar-
dener, and the display gar-
dens around his estate high-
light many of his favorite 
plants.  

I was also able to secure 
seeds for unimproved ver-
sions of Rusty Foxglove and 
Black Eyed Susan Vine. Be-
cause of this good fortune, 
you will see authentic 1830s 
gardens when you visit the 
Village.  

There is no printed cat-
alog to my knowledge, but 
the shop has its seed sales 
organized in a friendly man-
ner online. Some seeds are 
even harvested on site.

Speaking of authentic-
ity, it’s also important that 
we utilize heirloom vegeta-
ble varieties within our  gar-
dens, so that you, the visitor, 
see the real deal, 1830s style. 
I’ve often ordered heirloom 
vegetable and flower seeds 
from Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company (www.ra-
reseeds.com) and this year 
is no exception.  

Their big, beautiful 
Rare Seed and Whole Seed 
Catalogs are free for the 
asking and seed shipping is 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
Can you help me under-

stand? 
I have paid into So-

cial Security since I started 
working in 1978. I did have 
a lot of tax deductions, but I 
don’t understand why I only 
receive $350 a month from 
Social Security. 
Signed: Befuddled Senior

Dear Befuddled Senior: 
Your Social Security 

benefit is based upon your 
average monthly earnings 
for the 35 years over your 
lifetime that you earned the 
most while contributing to 
the Social Security program; 
however, your benefit isn’t 
based on your contribu-
tions to SS. Your average 
lifetime earnings amount is 
called your Average Indexed 
Monthly Earnings,” which 
are adjusted for inflation 
for years before you turn 
60. Your earnings, your net 
earnings if self-employed, 
are provided to the SSA by 
the IRS. 

Your AIME is subjected 
to a formula which calcu-
lates your “Primary Insur-
ance Amount,” which is the 
SS benefit you receive if you 
start benefits in the month 
you reach your full retire-
ment age. Your personal Full 
Retirement Age depends 
on the year you were born 
which, if you were born 
in 1960 or later, is age 67. 
However, if you claim So-
cial Security before reach-
ing your FRA, you will get 
only a percentage of your 
PIA, reduced from what you 
would get if you claimed at 
your FRA. 

For example, if you 
claimed at age 62, you 
would only get 70% of the 
amount you would have 
gotten had you waited until 
age 67, or if you claimed at 
age 63 you would get 75% 
of your age 67 benefit. The 
reduction is less as you get 
closer to your FRA; if you 
claimed at age 65, you’d get 
about 87% of your full re-
tirement age amount.

You can see your life-
time Social Security earn-
ings record at your personal 
“my Social Security” online 
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount (you will need 
to first create that online ac-
count), or you can call So-
cial Security at 1-800-772-
1213 to request an “Earnings 
Statement” be sent to you. 
That statement will show 
your lifetime earnings by 
year, the 35 highest of which 
were used to calculate your 
PIA (your Social Security 
benefit at your FRA). Gen-
erally, your Social Security 
FRA benefit will be about 
40% or less of your average 
indexed monthly earnings.

So, to recap, your SS re-
tirement benefit isn’t based 
on your contributions to the 
program; it’s based on your 
average monthly lifetime 

earnings. If you had less than 
35 years contributing to the 
program, SS would still use 
35 years in the benefit for-
mula by using zero dollars 
in earnings for some number 
of years, which would result 
in a smaller AIME. 

Thus, if you claimed 
before your full retirement 
age of 67, your SS benefit 
was reduced because you 
claimed early. And if you 
had less than 35 years of 
SS-covered employment, 
your AIME was less, re-
sulting in a smaller PIA. 
And that is likely why your 
monthly Social Security re-
tirement benefit is low.

One other thought to 
consider: if you are married 
and your spouse’s month-
ly SS benefit is consider-
ably more than yours (e.g., 
more than twice as much 
as yours), you may want 
to explore your options for 
spouse benefits.

I hope this explains how 
your SS benefit is calculat-
ed, but if you still question 
your monthly SS retirement 
amount, I suggest you first 
obtain your “Earnings State-
ment” to review the lifetime 
earnings SS has on file for 
you. If there are any dis-
crepancies in your Social 
Security’s earnings record, 
there are correction reme-
dies available to you. If that 
is the case, please feel free 
to contact us again for more 
information.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

Why is my Social 
Security Retirement 
benefit so small? 

When Knights Rode on 
Scarlet Chargers

This force of ice over fire -
Takes up refuge in winter, as if
The year had no further desire.

Please don’t snuff out all the heat, just
Cuz we seem statues on our feet,
Fixt, - to get agoing, on ahead:

The frozen pond would awaken;
And fringed margins do slacken;
The mud itself will soften its bed.

And fields of February soon to opem -
Tho’ riders in red always find

Occasion, that it shall have central reason.

Once, blushes could be concealed under
Armor, - when chivalry had its summer,

And too much care, was hid in iron.

But fortunately there exists -
Sanctuary where to enjoy it in;

Which, this month is one.

I’d like to be a charger again, - 
Riding still, to once more win,

That heart for me which, was everything.

– Charles Barnes

Warmth is Wanted 
February

It may be stylish at this time,
To wear embroidery in ice;
A frigid exterior present,

Giving cool expression to the face.
As the earth now wrapt-around,
And hard to see inside the lace.

Past February frozen-over;
And cold runs the brook;

The sun hardly in working order,
Wherever one might look.

Except those resisting winter’s outpost;
There always looking to green;

Even if uphill must flow,
Words to nearest and futuremost time:
That say in red when warmth is wanted

Much moves still, my valentine.

– Charles Barnes

♥  A Valentine For Two Sisters  ♥
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Seed houses offer endless choices
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It’s usually good news 
when the doctor says 
you or a loved one can 

come home from the hospi-
tal. Sometimes, though, it’s a 
mixed blessing.

Hospital discharge some-
times means that further 
hospital care won’t improve 
someone’s health condition, 
and the hospital is eager to 
get someone else in that bed. 
People are discharged faster 
these days, often with signif-
icant lingering health issues 
that have to be seen to.

In the hospital, there’s a 
staff of nurses, nurse aides, 
therapists and others to care 
for you or a loved one. When 
you get home, though, it’s just 
you and maybe a spouse or 
other family member. That’s 
why the home health industry 
is booming.

In 2020 (the most recent 
data available), approximate-
ly 3 million patients received 
home health care services 
in the U.S., often following 
a hospitalization or skilled 
nursing facility stay. They 
are being cared for by some 
12,000 home health agencies, 
more than 80 percent of which 
are for-profit companies.

Home health is some-

thing patient advocates know 
a lot about – and there’s a lot 
to know. Here are some of the 
things I’ve learned over my 
years as an RN and nurse ad-
vocate.

Prepare in advance 
if you can

A best-case scenario is 
that you know you’ll need 
some help when you get 
home. For every day you 
spend in a hospital, you lose 
a month of muscle tone and 
mobility, so depending on 
how long you’ve been hospi-
talized, you may need consid-
erable help.

Will you need a walker 
or wheelchair? Shower chair? 
A first-floor sleeping arrange-
ment? A bedside commode? 
These are all things that can 
be planned for if you know 
they’re coming. Very often, 
hospitals have social workers 
who help patients navigate 
after-hospital care. Medicare 
has a thorough discharge 
planning guide on its website; 
search Medicare Publication 
No. 11376 in your browser.

Other things to think 
about are trip hazards like 
small pets and throw rugs and 
having some ready-made or 
frozen meals on hand. 

Arrange for help 
in advance, too

A spouse may be stand-
ing by, but they may need 
help themselves. Adult chil-
dren, friends or neighbors 
may be able to pitch in. If 
there’s no one you can call 
on for help – and more than 
50 million Americans over 
50 are aging on their own – 
it’s time to contact a home 
health agency. A patient ad-
vocate, who is likely familiar 
with the home health land-
scape in your area, is a good 
resource and go-between.

  The cardinal rule is: 
Ask for assistance when you 
need it to avoid further com-
plications from falls, lack of 
nourishment or lapses in per-
sonal care. 

Understand 
what Medicare covers

Home health care spend-
ing grew at an annual rate of 
more than 10% in 2024 and 
shows no signs of slowing 
down. A significant chunk of 
the spending in 2023 – $148 
billion – was by Medicare. 
But Medicare doesn’t cover 
everything, so you may have 
out-of-pocket expenses.

Medicare-covered home 
health services include 
skilled nursing care, phys-
ical therapy, occupational 
therapy and speech-language 
pathology services when or-
dered by a doctor. Part-time 
or intermittent home health 
aide care is covered only if 
you’re also getting those ser-
vices at home.

Skilled nursing care 
can include wound care, in-
jections, nutrition services 
and monitoring unstable 

health conditions. Medicare 
also covers durable medical 
equipment when prescribed 
by a doctor, such as beds, 
walkers, wheelchairs, pumps 
and oxygen.

Medicare doesn’t pay 
for 24-hour a day care, meal 
delivery, homemaker ser-
vices or personal care ser-
vices that help with bathing, 
dressing, grooming, etc.

Questions to ask 
a home health agency

There are a zillion ques-
tions you could ask, but I 
think these are among the 
most important:

• How long has this 
agency been in business 
and is it licensed to perform 
home health care?

• Can you provide ref-
erences, or can I speak with 
previous clients?

• Do you accept long-

term care insurance, Medi-
care or Medicaid? If so, do 
you bill insurance, or do cli-
ents pay you and then file for 
reimbursement?

• How do you recruit 
and select caregivers, and 
do you perform background 
checks?

• Are your caregivers 
employees or contractors? 
Are they bonded?

• Can I meet caregiv-
er candidates and select the 
ones I want?

• What should I do if my 
caregiver doesn’t show up as 
scheduled?

• How often is the care 
plan reviewed?

• How do I communi-
cate concerns and questions 
to you?

Research has found that 
patients who recover at home 
have better outcomes, which 

is why the hospital-at-home 
movement is growing. So if 
you’re going to be recuper-
ating at your place, don’t go 
it alone.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered nurse 
and board-certified patient 
advocate, is the founder of 
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains 
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates.  A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the au-
thor of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself 
& Your Loved Ones” and 
her new book, “Advocating 
Well: Strategies for Finding 
Strength and Understanding 
in Health Care,” available at 
Amazon.com.  Contact her at 
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free 
phone consultation.

Care at home after the hospital suggestions

On Dec. 20, compilers 
at the Athol Christ-
mas Bird Count re-

corded a total of 58 species 
including a Gadwall, a first 
time for this species during a 
Christmas count.

Male Gadwall have 
grayish-brown heads, some-
times showing cinnamon 
on the forehead and faint 
purplish iridescence on the 
crown. Females resemble fe-
male mallards, but they have 
a thinner, darker bill. 

Gadwall nest in tall veg-
etation near water and show 
a preference for nesting on 
islands. Their choice of nest-
ing location gives them some 
protection from predators. 
Female Gadwall produce an 
egg a day and lay a clutch 
of seven to 12 eggs. To meet 
their demand for protein 
during this stressful time, 
female Gadwall eat more 

invertebrates than males 
during this period in addition 
to using reserves of nutrients 
they’ve stored in their bodies 
during the winter.

Their winter habitat is 
fresh and brackish wetlands 
with abundant aquatic veg-
etation on which they pri-
marily forage. Gadwall of-
ten snatch food from diving 
ducks as they surface. Gad-
wall number have increased 
in North America since the 
1980s. This is partly because 
of conservation of their hab-
itat, wetlands and adjacent 
uplands.

The oldest known Gad-
wall was a male, and at least 
19 years, 6 months old. He 
was banded in Saskatche-
wan in 1962 and shot during 
hunting season in Louisiana 
in 1981.

Christmas Bird Count
The National Audu-

bon Society Christmas Bird 
Counts take place within 
a 22-day period, there are 
many state count circles and 
volunteers must be available. 
Despite snowy weather, com-
piler Jon Skinner said of the 
Groton-Ayer count on Dec. 
14, “I was surprised that we 
were able to scratch our way 
to 81 species in such snowy 
conditions. It has to be a tes-
tament to the relentless na-
ture of both our team and the 
birds.” Two new species were 
added 13 black vultures soar-
ing over Lancaster and a kill-
deer at Devens. Some of the 
other highlights were eve-
ning grosbeak in both Har-
vard and Groton, red cross-
bills in Townsend, Lapland 
longspur at Fitchburg Airport 
and in Ayer, chestnut-col-
lared longspur at Fitchburg 
Airport,  American kestrel in 
Groton, two Baltimore ori-
oles in Groton, eastern Phoe-
be in Shirley, redpoll in Lan-
caster and a long-eared owl  
in Devens. Species seen three 
days before or after the actu-
al count date and noted as 
such were chipping sparrow, 
brown-headed cowbird,Per-
egrine falcon and sandhill 
crane.

Bluebird
I received an email on 

Jan. 26 from Jeffrey Landry. 
He had a visit from a blue-

bird on Friday, Jan. 23. He 
thought it was either the male 
parent or one of its offspring 
from a previous summer. He 
said, “For several years I 
have called him, ‘Sunshine’ 
and he arrived at my feeder 
on a bright beautiful winter’s 
afternoon and this uncalled 
for visit was icing on my 
day’s cake.”

He offered to share this 
bluebird story. He said, “I 
was sitting on my meditation 
cushion yesterday watching 
my breath emerge from a 
deep silence and then gen-
tly return back into it. There 
was no counting, no manip-
ulation, only watching, only 
flow. After some time had 
passed, I opened my eyes be-
cause I felt I was being close-
ly watched.”

“I have a bird feeder 
right outside of my window 
and sure enough a male blue-
bird or one of his offspring 
from a previous summer, was 
perched and staring directly 
at me. Two summers ago I 
named the parent bluebird, 
‘Sunshine’ and last May he 
returned to the same nesting 
box in my front yard.

Quizzically, Sunshine 
leaned slightly forward. He 
was amazingly close.”

“It was beautiful, glo-
rious to see his blue rust 
colored body outlined by a 

background of white snow 
still clinging to frozen lilacs 
and tall trees. The sight of 
this sent ripples of love, that 
became currents of joy, to 
course through me.”

“I felt a smile stretch a 
mile wide across my whole 
being. It was like being vis-
ited by a long absent friend. 
Within minutes this made me 
get up and fill another feeder 
with dried mealworms be-
cause bluebirds aren’t seed 
eaters like many of the other 
birds that seek nourishment 
here. Like my breath, the 
mealworms disappeared into 
a well of silence. A content-
ed peaceful silence that then 
took flight.”

Evening grosbeaks
A Cummington resident 

sent a photo of evening gros-
beaks at her feeder. She said 
they are part of a flock that 
come to visit the feeders of-
ten.  

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office 
has a new phone system and 
I will be getting an extension 
where messages may be left. 
I will publish the number as 
soon as it is set up.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

free, also. Search over 1,300 
seeds.  

If you can’t find what you 
are looking for there, hop on 
over to Victory Seeds (www.
victoryseeds.com) and there 
will be more heirloom, open 
pollinated, non GMO variet-
ies to choose from. I love the 
concept of Victory Gardens, 
and the company does a great 
job of explaining and promot-
ing it.  

Victory Seeds offers free 
shipping on all orders over 
$30 and their website pro-
vides “quick links” to each 
main category for easy online 
shopping. They also encour-
age seed saving practices, 
which is neat.  

This summer, look for 
China Rose Radish, Tall 
Telephone Peas, Boston 
Marrow Squash and Long 
Green Cucumber growing 
in our gardens and used in 
our households. These were 
all purchased from Victory 
Seeds.           

If you are bored one af-
ternoon, why not take a look 
at what these or any number 
of reputable seed houses have 
to offer. You will no doubt ex-
pand your plant knowledge 
while you expand your gar-
den!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male gadwall

Bluebirds

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Palmer  Senior Center

Friday, Movie Matinee 
at 12:30 with 

drinks and popcorn 

Feb. 13, “The Gift” Os-
car and Golden Globe winner 
Cate Blanchett plays a for-
tune teller who helps solve a 
murder, action packed from 
beginning to end. 

Feb. 20 “Only the 
Brave” based on a true sto-
ry of the Granite Mountain 

Hotshots, an elite fire-fighting 
crew from Prescott, Arizona, 
focusing on their training, 
brotherhood, and sacrifice 
during the devastating 2013. 

Feb. 27 “The Reagans” 
Two Golden Globe nominees, 
as one of America’s most be-
loved Presi-dents, Reagan led 
the nation to astounding highs 
and lows, escaped scandals 
and assassination. The movie 
vividly captures the Reagan 
family. 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, Feb. 12 and 

26 Sunshine Village will be 
here for their monthly craft 
and class. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18 
Lunch with Homestead Pre-
sentation 

Evening Programs 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Join the center for a 
4-part series “Introduction 
to the Quabbin on Monday, 
February 23, April 27, and 
May 18 (learn about clearing 
the valley, construction of the 
dam and history surrounding 
the cemetery.)
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C4R promotes 
conservation, 
stewardship and 
enjoyment of rivers

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, 

Chicopee 4Rivers 
Watershed Council 
Guest Contributor

watershed ( w a · t e r · s h e d ) 
noun; watersheds plural noun
1. an area or ridge of land 
that separates waters flow-
ing to different rivers, ba-
sins, or seas.
• an area or region drained 
by a river, river system, or 
other body of water.
2. an event or period mark-
ing a turning point in a 
course of action or state of 
affairs.
“these works mark a water-
shed in the history of music”

Editor’s Note: This is the 
first part in a multi-part se-
ries about the Chicopee 4Riv-
ers Watershed Council.

Just over a decade ago, 
a small group of people be-
gan to renew an idea: the 
Chicopee Watershed and its 
tributaries should be better 

known and appreciated by lo-
cal residents and even people 
beyond. 

It was a watershed mo-
ment, meaning what hap-
pened could tip in one of two 
directions: either people en-
gaged or did not. Fortunately 
enough people  became in-
volved.

The name of the idea was 
the Chicopee 4Rivers Water-
shed Council because four 
rivers made up the watershed.

It was a slow but positive 
start, initial goals and actions 
were modest. C4R sponsored 
river area clean ups, fun pad-
dles, and a modest six site 
sampling program on two 
rivers. 

By 2017 C4R had ex-
panded to 10 sites on all four 
rivers and began to lay out 
two paddling trails. Things 
were progressing.

C4R has sampled up to 
25 sites and has developed 
two more Blue Trails. Yet to 
continue to serve, it needs 
help.

Then we hit some bumps: 
COVID stemmed momen-
tum, how people volunteer 
and commit to things have 
changed and we have found 

it more difficult to continue 
progress. The hope of main-
taining C4R as a voice for 
the watershed and rivers has 
dimmed.

So, 2026 is a new wa-
tershed moment! Which way 
things tip will depend on if 
new and younger people step 
forward.

Over the next two issues, 
we will share C4R stories and 

hopes to help people see what 
has been done and what the 
opportunities are for a vibrant 
watershed family. 

For more information 
about C4R and to get in-
volved, people may visit 
www.c4rivers.org, email 
chicopeewatershed@gmail.
com, or mail C4RWC, P.O. 
Box 126, Three Rivers, MA 
01080.

‘A Watershed Moment’

Build your skills and strengthen your business through QVCDC’s 
hands-on workshops and group training sessions. Designed 
for both new and established businesses, these sessions cover 
business planning, marketing, and financial management. Financial 
assistance may be available for qualifying participants.

Foundations of Small Business Marketing   $25
2 dates to choose from: Sat. January 24 or Sat. April 18

With tight resources & limited time, having a clear, focused marketing 
plan can help cut through the noise and make an impact. This hands-on 
workshop is designed to help simplify your marketing and make more 
confident decisions. We will cover core marketing and social media 
fundamentals, including defining your audience, clarifying your message, 
developing a value proposition, creating an ad, and building a practical 
marketing plan. Participants will sharpen their focus, reach customers more 
effectively, and build a marketing strategy that supports steady growth in 
uncertain times.

REGISTER NOW at 
QVCDC.org/learn 
or call 413-967-3001.

Business 
planning & 
marketing 
classes 
starting 
soon.

5-part Business Planning Workshop  $99
Mon. Jan 26 • Wed. Jan 28 • Mon. Feb 2 • Wed. Feb 4 
plus a one-on-one individual session.
Starting or growing a business can feel especially uncertain in changing 
economic times, and having a clear plan can help steady the path forward. 
The Quaboag Valley CDC Business Planning Workshop is a hands-on series 
that helps new and growing business owners bring structure to their ideas, 
understand their options, and plan with greater confidence. Participants 
learn how to build a support team, create a practical roadmap, explore 
marketing approaches, and better understand financing and cash flow 
through guided sessions and a one-on-one financial projection, all designed 
to support thoughtful decision-making.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

NEW 
PROGRAMS
Spring 2026

Select Teams 
Boys & Girls 
8th-Varsity 

(12th)

Little Ballers 
Grades K-3
Please email 
signups after 
AAU tryouts

Team Mass Boys & Girls
AAU Basketball Tryouts
Serving Central & Western MA 

for over 25 years!
Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)
AAU membership needed $28 
(purchase on our website, well pull them)

Tryout # 1: Saturday, February 21, 2026
Location: Tantasqua Jr High School 
(320 Brookfield Rd., Fiskdale, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
• Boys Grades 7th & 8th  9:45 a.m. - 11 a.m.
• Boys Grades 9th-12th  11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school** 
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 7th-8th  1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
• Girls Grades 9th-12th  2:45 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Tryout # 2:  Sunday March 1, 2026 
Location: Oxford High School 
(100 Carbuncle Dr., Oxford, MA)
• Boys Grades 4th-6th  3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
• Girls Grades 4th-6th  4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
• Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th  5:45- 7 p.m.
• Boys and Girls Grades 9th-12th  7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
• Varsity players sign up if still playing with school**

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com or call 413-539-1548

AAU affiliated club for over 25 years!

This map shows the Chicopee River Basin.

Cities and towns are shown within the Chicopee River Basin.

notable academic and lead-
ership achievement within 
the Scouting program. Law-
rence Thompson and James 
Janice were recognized 
for earning the Supernova 
Award, a demanding hon-
or that reflects advanced 
achievement in science, 
technology, engineering, 
and mathematics.

“Two of the Scouts 
were recognized for earn-
ing their Supernova, which 
is a pretty intense award,” 

Riopel said. “That was Law-
rence and James.”

The ceremony served 
not only as a celebration 
of individual accomplish-
ments but also as a reflec-
tion of the commitment 
and perseverance required 
in Scouting. For the three 
Scouts, the event marked 
both the culmination of 
years of participation in 
Cub Scouts and the begin-
ning of new opportunities 
for leadership, skill-build-
ing, and personal responsi-
bility within Scouts BSA.

SCOUTS  ❙  from page 1

Library organize a variety of 
fundraisers and community 
events throughout the year. 
Raffles are a frequent feature, 
with donated items ranging 
from gift cards to handcrafted 
goods.

“We have a lot of do-
nated items from friends,” 
Sorreiro said. “Some are gift 
cards, and others are beau-
tiful handmade items, like 
sweaters. Linda Brian is a 
fabric artist…she’s an amaz-
ing quilter and very creative. 

Her work is amazing.”
The group also partici-

pates in major town events, 
including a large book sale 
held each year around La-
bor Day as part of Mon-
son’s annual town-wide tag 
sale weekend. In April, the 
Friends host a craft exchange, 
another community-oriented 
event that encourages creativ-
ity and reuse.

All of these efforts serve 
a larger purpose: supporting 
the library’s programs and 
helping maintain its historic 
building.

“The Friends do a lot to 
support maintaining this his-
toric building,” Sorreiro said. 
“We contribute frequently. 
Basically, we contribute to-
ward the programs the library 
offers.”

Those programs include 
author talks, guest speakers, 
children’s story times, and 
interactive activities for kids 
and teenagers. The Friends 
help fund many of these of-
ferings, ensuring that the li-
brary remains a vibrant hub 
of learning and community 
engagement.

“The library has wonder-
ful offerings here,” Sorreiro 
added. “We fund those pro-
grams so the community can 
continue to enjoy them.”

As residents stopped by 
the bake sale to browse tables 
of homemade treats and chat 
with volunteers, the event 
served as both a fundraiser 
and a reminder of the library’s 
role at the heart of Monson’s 
community life; supported 
by generations of patrons 
and volunteers committed to 
keeping it thriving.

SALE  ❙  from page 1
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AIC Dean’s List for fall 2025
SPRINGFIELD – American International College (AIC) 

in Springfield, MA, is proud to announce that 489 students 
have earned a place on the Dean’s List for the fall 2025 se-
mester, including Kiersten Harvey of Three Rivers and Tanner 
Wenzel of Palmer.

These full-time students have attained GPAs ranging from 
3.3 to 4.0. AIC applauds the dedication and achievements of 
these enterprising students.

Thomas named to the Fall 2025 
BSC President’s Honor Roll

BISMARCK, ND – Benjamin Thomas, Palmer, Mass., has 
been named to the President’s Honor Roll for the Fall 2025 
semester at Bismarck State College.

“Making the BSC President’s Honor Roll reflects more 
than just strong grades. It reflects focus, commitment and pri-
oritization of competing demands,” says BSC Interim President 
Dan Leingang. “These are the same traits that will define these 
students as professionals and future leaders in the workforce.”

Students must maintain at least a 3.50 grade point on a 
4.00 scale while enrolled in at least 12 semester hours of class-
es to qualify for the BSC President’s Honor Roll.

Clark University’s Dean’s List
WORCESTER – The following local residents were 

named to Clark University’s Fall 2025 Dean’s List:
Jaiden E. Gombos, of Brimfield, was named to first hon-

ors and Kayla R. Southworth, of Brimfield, was named to first 
honors.

Students must have a GPA of 3.8 or above for first honors 
or a GPA between 3.50 and 3.79 for second honors.

WPI announces fall Dean’s List
WORCESTER – Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) 

has announced its Dean’s List for academic excellence for the 
Fall 2025 semester.

The following students were named to the Fall 2025 Dean’s 
List: Aiden Custance of Brimfield, class of 2028, majoring in 
Biomedical Engineering and Catalina Mudgett of Palmer, class 
of 2026, majoring in Aerospace Engineering

The criteria for the WPI Dean’s List differ from that of 
most other universities as WPI does not compute a grade point 
average (GPA). Instead, WPI students are named to the Dean’s 
List based on the amount of work completed at the A level in 
courses and hands-on projects.

WNEU celebrates students 
named to President’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Western New England University 
(WNE) takes immense pride in recognizing the outstanding 
academic achievements of nearly 600 students who have been 
named to the President’s List for the Fall 2025 semester. Stu-
dents are named to the President’s List for achieving a semester 
grade point average of 3.80 or higher.

Tyler Paul of Monson, Kaylin Tietz of Brimfield, Natalie 
Bruneau of Monson, Haley Bronson of Monson, Ethan Gris-
wold of Palmer, Colton Santarelli of Palmer, Alexandra Riley 
of Palmer, Domenick Romeo of Monson, Emily Moran of Hol-
land, Jack Leland of Brimfield, Mason Ahlman of Palmer, Tess 
Chevalier of Brimfield, Priscilla Thornhill of Palmer, Noah 
Melnick of Thorndike, Olivia Chrzan of Monson, Gianna Per-
ry of Palmer, Vanessa Romeo of Monson, Ludmilla Venades 
of Brimfield, Rachelle Morse of Monson, and Jared Yetts of 
Palmer have been named to Western New England University’s 
President’s List for the Fall 2025 semester.

WNEU fall 2025 Dean’s List
SPRINGFIELD – Western New England University is 

proud to announce the outstanding academic achievements of 
nearly 800 students named to the Fall 2025 semester Dean’s 
List including:

MONSON: Lauren Harris, Kaitlyn Vedovelli
BRIMFIELD: Claire Hill, Braylon Casinghino
BONDSVILLE: Johnathan Ventura, Mikayla Valley
PALMER: Austin Degnan, Melissa Pereira, Austin Le-

clerc, William Partelo, Nicholas Staeb, Cassandra Florence
THREE RIVERS: Madison Lemieux, Ava Przybycien
WALES: Evan Thomas 

Peritz named to Salve Regina 
Fall 2025 Dean’s List

NEWPORT, RI – Morgan Peritz of Bondsville was named 
to the Dean’s List during the fall 2025 academic semester at 
Salve Regina University. To qualify for the Dean’s List, stu-
dents must earn a semester grade point average of 3.6 for full-
time students completing at least 12 graded credits, or a semes-
ter grade point average of 3.8 for part-time students completing 
at least six credits.

Fairfield University fall Dean’s List 
FAIRFIELD, CT – Madalyn Theriault of Palmer, has been 

named to the Fairfield University Dean’s List Honors for the 
Fall 2025 semester.  

  In order to be placed on the Dean’s List, students must 
have completed a minimum of 12 credit hours in a semester, 
have no outstanding or incomplete grades for that semester, 
and have attained a semester grade point average of 3.50 or 
better. 

2017 graduate of Springfield 
Central High School, brings 
experience in armed trans-
port and de-escalation tactics, 
along with a background in 
mixed martial arts, having re-
cently earned a welterweight 
title. He is enrolled in the Sixth 
Holyoke Police Academy, 
with graduation anticipated in 
August.

Residents and Organiza-
tions Raise Concerns During 

Visitors’ Comments
A significant portion of 

the meeting was devoted to 
public comments, with mul-
tiple speakers addressing the 
condition, safety, and schedul-
ing of Lavalette Field and oth-
er town recreational facilities.

Jillian Crojatiere, speak-
ing on behalf of the Palmer 
Soccer Association, described 
deteriorating conditions at 
Lavalette Field, which serves 
more than 250 children rang-
ing from age two through the 
teenage years across 25 teams.

She cited uneven ground, 
poor drainage, and rocks sur-
facing from the gravel base 
beneath the field.

“Coaches are regularly re-
moving rocks and water from 
the field just to make it safe for 
kids,” she said.

Karen Perry, president 
of the Palmer Soccer Asso-
ciation, emphasized the pro-
gram’s role in the community 
and its connection to high 
school athletics.

“Our program is a feeder 
for the high school and a way 
to build community,” Perry 
said.

She explained that the 
installation of a walking path 
at Lavalette Field has reduced 
usable playing space and that 
high school junior varsity 
teams often displace youth 
soccer teams despite having 
access to other fields.

“Even though JV has 
access to Legion and Duke 
Fields, Lavalette is designat-
ed as their home field,” Perry 
said, noting that this results in 
recreational teams being dis-
placed eight to 10 times each 
season.

The association request-
ed improvements to Lavalette 
Field, greater access to un-
derutilized town fields such 
as Duke Field, and a shift of 
JV home games away from 
Lavalette to free up space for 
youth programs.

They also described on-
going challenges with field 
permitting.

“We apply early, but 
we’re often superseded by oth-
er entities,” Perry said.

Christine Camacho raised 
concerns about safety in the 
Lavalette Field parking area 
and pedestrian access.

Despite the installation 
of a new speed limit sign, she 

said drivers frequently exceed 
the limit in the parking lot.

“We need a speed bump,” 
Camacho said.

She also highlighted the 
lack of a safe crossing route 
from the overflow parking area 
at the Palmer Historical and 
Cultural Center.

“Families with young 
children are forced to cross the 
road without a crosswalk,” she 
said, calling for a new pedes-
trian crossing.

Council members ac-
knowledged longstanding 
issues with field quality and 
scheduling, noting the absence 
of a dedicated recreation di-
rector and the prioritization 
of varsity and junior varsity 
teams when school facilities 
are unavailable.

They also pointed to un-
derutilized town fields such as 
Burleigh Park and Chase Field 
as part of the broader chal-
lenge of balancing demand 
and resources.

Draft ADA 
Transition Plan Presented

Community Development 
Director John Latour and con-
sultant James Mazik presented 
the town’s draft ADA transi-
tion plan, a requirement under 
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act and a critical compo-
nent for accessing state and 
federal grant funding.

The plan includes both 
policy recommendations and 
physical accessibility im-
provements.

Among the policy recom-
mendations are the formation 
of a Commission on Disabil-
ity, clearer designation of the 
town’s ADA coordinator, for-
mal non-discrimination and 
grievance procedures, and im-
proved communication about 
accessibility accommodations.

Mazik also highlighted 
the need to review emergency 
preparedness plans and ensure 
accessible voting equipment is 
properly deployed.

The physical assessment 
identified numerous barriers 
across town facilities, recre-
ational areas, sidewalks, and 
municipal buildings, including 
inadequate accessible parking, 
heavy doors, non-compliant 
railings, lack of tactile sig-
nage, inaccessible playground 
surfaces, and deteriorating 
sidewalks and curb ramps.

Latour said the plan will 
serve as a roadmap for future 
capital improvements.

“This is essentially a cap-
ital plan,” he said, noting that 
upgrades would be prioritized 
based on usage and pursued 
through grants as funding be-
comes available.

FY27 Budget Outlook
Raises Alarms

One of the most signif-
icant discussions of the eve-
ning centered on the town’s fi-
nancial outlook for fiscal year 
2027.

Officials projected total 
available revenue of approxi-
mately $45.7 million, includ-
ing tax revenue and local and 
state receipts. However, a ma-
jor challenge is a projected 35 
percent increase in health in-
surance premiums, represent-
ing an additional $1.1 million 
in costs.

The increase was attribut-
ed to an unfavorable loss ratio, 
with claims exceeding premi-
ums.

After accounting for 
the insurance increase, offi-
cials reported that only about 
$300,000 in new revenue re-
mains available across all de-
partments before raises or new 
initiatives. The projected defi-
cit for a level-service FY27 
budget stands at approximate-
ly $1.3 million.

Town leadership outlined 
several next steps, including a 
review of revenue assumptions 
by the budget subcommittee, 
exploration of health insur-
ance alternatives, and con-
tinued evaluation of service 
delivery and regionalization 
opportunities.

Regionalization discus-
sions include potential shared 
services with Monson in areas 
such as recreation, the Council 
on Aging, public works, dis-
patch, and schools.

Town Manager Brothers 
emphasized the gravity of the 
situation.

“We’re going to need sig-
nificant reductions across the 
board to present a balanced 
budget,” he said.

Town Manager’s Report
In his report, Town Man-

ager Brad Brothers highlight-
ed the launch of the first Town 
Manager’s Office newsletter, 
which has received positive 
feedback and is expected to 
become a monthly publica-
tion.

He also announced re-
ceipt of District Local Techni-
cal Assistance Program fund-
ing for updates to the Planning 
Department’s subdivision reg-
ulations and a shared services 
study with Monson.

Two foreclosed properties 
at 6 Barker St. and 207 Breck-
enridge St. were sold, return-
ing them to the tax rolls.

Staffing updates includ-
ed the appointment of Lori 
Gaudette as Treasurer-Collec-
tor, effective March 2, and the 
upcoming retirement of Parks 
Department employee Dave 
Hansel after 41 years of ser-
vice.

Residents were reminded 
that dog licenses are due Feb. 
28 and motor vehicle excise 
tax bills are due March 9. 
Upcoming community events 
were also announced, includ-
ing a youth bowling program, 
senior center and library ac-
tivities, a meeting related to 
Palmer’s 250th anniversary, 
and a veterans luncheon.

PLAN  ❙  from page 1

MONSON – The Mon-
son Fire Department re-
sponded to 9 fire calls, and 
33 medical calls for the week 
of Monday, Feb. 2 through 
Sunday, Feb. 8.

On Monday, Feb. 2 at 
10:21 a.m., the Department 
responded to Main Street 
for the vehicle fire. The De-
partment returned back in 
service at 11:30 a.m. Palm-
er Fire Department assisted 
with the call.

On Monday, Feb. 2 at 
2:47 p.m., the Department 
responded to Stafford Hol-
low Road for the odor in-
vestigation. The Department 
returned back in service at 
3:18 p.m.

On Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 

12:06 a.m., the Department 
responded to Flynt Avenue 
for the public assist. The 
Department returned back in 
service at 12:21 a.m.

On Wednesday, Feb. 
4 at 12:40 p.m., the Depart-
ment responded to Bethany 
Road for the commercial 
fire alarm activation. The 
Department returned back in 
service at 1:12 p.m.

On Wednesday, Feb. 4 
at 2:39 p.m., the Department 
responded to Town Farm 
Road for the smoke inves-
tigation. The Department 
returned back in service at 
3:28 p.m.

On Wednesday, Feb. 4 
at 6:59 p.m., the Department 
responded to Heritage Lane 

for the odor investigation. 
The Department returned 
back in service at 7:50 p.m.

On Friday, Feb. 6 at 
11:57 p.m., the Department 
responded to Boston Road 
West for the commercial fire 
alarm activation. The De-
partment returned back in 
service at 12:34 p.m.

On Friday, Feb. 6 at 
7:07 p.m., the Department 
responded to Stafford Road 
for the public assist. The 
Department returned back in 
service at 7:30 p.m.

On Sunday, Feb. 8 at 
2:37 p.m., the Department 
responded to Palmer Road 
for the public assist. The 
Department returned back in 
service at 2:47 p.m.

  Monson Fire Logs

Sunday, Feb. 1
9:22 a.m. – Burglar 

alarm, Palmer Public Li-
brary

8:54 p.m. – Water leak, 
Church St.

Monday, Feb. 2
7:29 a.m. – Accident w/ 

property damage, Park St.
9:28 a.m. – Accident w/ 

property damage, Thorndike 
St.

2:21 p.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage/Arrest – 
Michael Lawrence Peterson, 
57, charged with negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle, 
uninsured motor vehicle, op-
erating with a suspended li-
cense, and operating with a 
suspended license.

3:36 p.m. – Trespass 
complaint, Thorndike St.

5:07 p.m. – Accident 
w/ property damage, Mass 
Turnpike, westbound

10:33 p.m. – Burglar 
alarm, Thorndike St.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
6:46 a.m. – Vandalism, 

Riverview Pkwy
7:34 a.m. – Accident, 

hit and run, Green St.
9:36 a.m. – Accident w/ 

property damage, Spring-
field St.

3:00 p.m. – Burglar 
alarm, River St.

3:37 p.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, Wilbra-
ham St.

4:18 p.m. – Accident w/ 

property damage, Wilbra-
ham St.

7:54 p.m. – Arrest – 
Carlos Tabora Dubon, 23, 
charged with unlicensed op-
eration of a motor vehicle, 
unregistered motor vehicle, 
uninsured motor vehicle, and 
number plate violation

7:54 p.m. – Arrest – El-
der Alexander Dubon Vil-
lanaeuva, 33, charged with 
number plate violation

7:54 p.m. – Arrest – 
Winder David Tabora Du-
bon, 20, charged with unli-
censed operation of a motor 
vehicle.

8:07 p.m. – Accident w/ 
personal injury, Mass Turn-
pike, Westbound

9:05 p.m. – Arrest – Jo-
seph Coronity, 27, charged 
with unlicensed operation of 
a motor vehicle, uninsured 
motor vehicle, number plate 
violation, and unregistered 
motor vehicle.

Wednesday, Feb. 4
6:54 a.m. – Accident w/ 

property damage, Wright St.
10:34 a.m. – Animal 

complaint, Arrest – Elyzza 
Blatchley, 43, charged with 
two counts of animal cruelty.

1:30 p.m. – Burglar 
alarm, Springfield St.

4:32 p.m. – Structure 
fire, Boston Post Rd.

5:40 p.m. – Accident 
w/ property damage, Boston 
Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 5
10:36 a.m. – Burglar 

alarm, Sykes St.
5:12 p.m. – Burglar 

alarm, Springfield St.
Friday, Feb. 6

10:42 a.m. – Vandalism, 
N. Main St.

1:52 p.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, Thorndike 
St.

2:05 p.m. – Structure 
fire, Shearer St.

2:54 p.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, S. Main St.

8:04 p.m. – Accident w/ 
personal injury, Arrest, Des-
tiny Hersey, 23, charged with 
negligent operation of a mo-
tor vehicle and failure to stop/
yield

Saturday, Feb. 7
3:55 a.m. – Accident w/ 

property damage, Wilbraham 
St.

6:10 a.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, Old Warren 
Rd.

8:48 a.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, Wright St.

9:04 a.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, W. Ware St.

10:30 a.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, Mass Turn-
pike

5:00 p.m. – Gas leak, N. 
Main St.

9:58 p.m. – Accident w/ 
property damage, Wilbraham 
St.

10:29 p.m. – Burglar 
alarm, Homestead St.

  Palmer Police Logs

In the classroom
COLLEGE NOTES

Public Safety

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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MONSON – The caf-
eteria at Monson High 
School was transformed into 
a make-believe courtroom 
on Thursday, Jan. 29, as the 
eighth-grade class took part in 
a mock trial.

The mock trial is part of 
the Hampden District Attor-
ney’s Adopt-a-Class program 
and is the third and final vis-
it the office will make to the 
school.

The reenactment began 
with Community Safety & 
Outreach Deputy Director 
Gina Anselmo reading the fact 
pattern to the students.

The case - which is based 
off a real one but includes fake 
names - is an Operating Under 
the Influence, or OUI, case. 

After hearing the facts, 
the class of approximately 50 
were split into groups. Four 
students volunteered to serve 
as the witnesses, and the rest 
of the students were divided 
into three sections: prosecu-
tion, defense, and jury. 

Each group was led by 

staff from the Hampden Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, includ-
ing Assistant District Attorney 
Patrick Murphy with prosecu-
tion, Assistant District Attor-
ney Elizabeth Simonian with 
defense, Community Safety 
& Outreach Director Tony 
Simmons and Anselmo with 
the jury, and Victim Witness 
Advocate Cassidy Dill with 
the witnesses. 

In their respective 
groups, the District Attor-
ney’s staff explained the goal 
of the prosecution, the goal of 
the defense, and the role and 
responsibilities of the jury, 
while Dill met with the wit-
nesses to talk about what they 
can expect when they “take 
the stand,” including the types 
of questions they may receive 
from each side. 

After these small group 
discussions, the class came 
back together for Murphy 
to explain what an opening 
statement is. He said that he 
always tries to keep it “pret-
ty straightforward” - starting 

by introducing himself, ex-
plaining the case everyone is 
present for, what people can 
expect to hear, and so on. 

Next, Simonian gave 
her opening statement from 
the defense, and prosecution 
called their first witness to 
the stand. Students on both 
sides then had the opportuni-
ty to question three witnesses, 
which included two “troop-

ers,” and one “passenger” that 
was in the vehicle when it was 
pulled over. 

All three witnesses 
shared important informa-
tion from the fact pattern as 
the jury listened closely. Af-
ter a five-minute deliberation 
following the questioning, 
the jury found the defendant 
guilty.

Students were then no-

tified that in the real case the 
defendant was also found 
guilty.

“The Adopt-a-Class pro-
gram is about giving students 
a fuller picture of the impor-
tance of the criminal justice 
system and how it incorpo-
rates and honors Constitution-
al rights,” said District Attor-
ney Anthony D. Gulluni. “The 
eighth graders at Monson 

High have now experienced 
something that shapes their 
learning this year and, just 
might, influence their educa-
tional and career paths.”

The Adopt-a-Class pro-
gram will conclude with se-
lected students spending half 
a day touring the Hampden 
County Hall of Justice as in-
vited guests of the District 
Attorney. 

Monson High eighth graders participate in mock trial

“The Role of The Publick 
House in WWII”

Wednesday, Feb. 18, 12:30-
1:30 p.m. $10 per person, $10 
additional for optional lunch. 
Hitchcock Academy is located 

at 2 Brookfield Road

BRIMFIELD – Hitch-
cock has lots to talk about this 
winter, and those interested 
in local history and healthy 
eating alike will delight in up-
coming offerings, one its next 
Brown Bag Speaker Series 
installation on The Publick 
House’s Role in WWII, and 
another sharing guidance on 
getting enough protein in a 
plant-based diet.

Local historian Wal-
ly Hersee will share his talk 
on The Publick House on 

Wednesday, February 18th 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Reg-
istration is required and is $10 
per person. Attendees are wel-
come to arrive at noon to en-
joy lunch prior to the talk - a 
bagged lunch may be brought 
in or lunch may be purchased 
ahead through Hitchcock for 
an additional $10. The talk 
will likely run approximately 
one hour, and additional time 
is reserved for questions and 
discussion.

WWII saw American so-
ciety rally behind the war ef-
fort as the nation geared up to 
be the “arsenal of democracy”. 
All communities experienced 
changes as citizens and busi-
nesses did their part. Wally 
Hersee of the Sturbridge His-
torical Society will discuss 

the role The Publick House of 
Sturbridge played in WWII. 
Initially, the Inn became the 
Defense Center for the train-
ing of civilians and the State 
Guard in October of 1941 just 
weeks before the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. In less than a 
year after it opened, it became 
the 1st Service Command Tac-
tical School for the training of 
U.S. Army officers in guerrilla 
tactics. The presentation will 
also look at the 366th Regi-
ment, the Women’s Defense 
Corps, and the type of training 
they underwent. The second 
half of the program will be the 
showing of a newly enhanced 
film of the Sturbridge Defense 
Center’s Dedication on Oc-
tober 25, 1941, including the 
“Battle of Sturbridge” that was 

presented for the townspeople 
and dignitaries on that day.

Hersee grew up in Med-
field where he refined his in-
terest in local history. Having 
moved to Sturbridge, it was 
only a matter of time before 
he took an active part in Stur-
bridge history. A photographer 
for more than 45 years, his 
2017 book, “Follow the Light,” 
tells of his photographic jour-
ney. His most recent book, “To 
Defend All that Is Dear” was 
published in January.

Hersee retired as a critical 
care pediatric burn nurse in 
2019. Today, he lives in Stur-
bridge with his wife, Mary, 
and is active on town boards, 
volunteers at Tanglewood, and 
writes regularly for the Stur-
bridge Historic Society.

Brown Bag Speaker series at Hitchcock Academy

For families, caregivers, and anyone impacted by Parkinson’s Disease

PARKINSON’S DISEASE
EDUCATION & 
 RESOURCES

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

Reservation required. RSVP by 2/18 to Mary at 413-758-5377 or mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

Join us for an educational presentation focused on Parkinson’s Disease 
and the many resources available to support individuals living with PD 
and those who care for them. This informative session will:

WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25TH 
at 4:00pm

  Provide an overview of the Parkinson’s Foundation’s mission and work
  Highlight educational programs and support resources
  Share information about genetic testing opportunities
  Help individuals and families better understand available PD support services

Presented by Stefany Scliopou, 
Community Education & Outreach Manager Parkinson’s FoundationLig

ht 

refreshments will be served

CO
M

PL
IM

ENTARY LIGHT DINNER

COMPLIMENTARY LIGHT DINNER will be served after presentation.

AFTER THE PRESENTATION

CO
MPLIMENTARY LIGHT DINNER 

Submitted photos

Eighth graders at Monson High School recently took part in a mock trial as part of the Hampden District Attorney’s Adopt-a-Class 
program. 

MONSON – On Tues-
day, March 3, 2026 at 6 
p.m., Democrats will con-
vene at the Monson Polish 
Club, 7 Bliss Street, Mon-
son, to elect 4 delegates 
and 4 alternates to represent 
Monson at the 2026 Massa-
chusetts State Democratic 
Convention.

Registered and pre-reg-
istered Democrats in Mon-
son, who are 16 years old 
by Saturday, Mar. 29, may 
vote and be elected as del-
egates or alternates during 
the caucus. Youth (age 16 
to 35), individuals with dis-
abilities, people of color, 
veterans, and members of 

the LGBTQ+ community 
not elected as delegates or 
alternates are encouraged to 
apply to be add-on delegates 
at the caucus or by visiting 
https://www.massdems.org/
caucus-and-convention. The 
2026 Massachusetts State 
Democratic Convention will 
be in person at the DCU 
Center in Worcester, MA, 
on Friday, May 29, and Sat-
urday, May 30.

Those interested in get-
ting involved with the Mon-
son Democratic Committee 
should contact

Karen Nothe-Valley at 
karen_monsondems@ya-
hoo.com or (413) 846-3041.

Monson Democrats 
to elect delegates
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – The Palmer 
Panthers won their previous 
five encounters on the hard-
wood with the Pathfinder 
Tech Pioneers by more than 
ten points.

The sole meeting of the 
2025-26 regular season be-
tween the cross-town rivals 
was a tightly contested battle 
until the middle of the fourth 
quarter. The Panthers closed 
out the non-league game 
with a 10-1 run leading to a 
52-41 victory before a large 
and enthusiastic crowd inside 
the Pathfinder Tech gym, last 
Monday night (Feb.2).

“We were finally able to 
pull away late in the game and 
it was a very gritty win for 
us,” said Palmer boys’ var-
sity basketball coach Missy 
Rocker. “It was a very aggres-

sive game, and the referees 
allowed the players to play 
without calling many fouls. 
This is a rivalry game, and I 
was a little bit worried that it 
was going to get out of hand.” 

Following the 11-point 
road win, Palmer had a 9-7 
overall record. 

The Panthers, who 
slipped to 35th place in the 
MIAA Division 5 power 
rankings, needed one more 
victory to qualify for the state 
tournament for the third con-
secutive year.

“We do have a very diffi-
cult regular season schedule,” 
Rocker said. “This is another 
tough week for us starting 
with tonight’s game against 
Pathfinder. We just need to 
find a way to win one more 
game.” 

Palmer was scheduled to 
wrap-up the regular season 
by hosting Chicopee Comp 

in another non-league game 
last Wednesday night and 
Bi-County East rival High 
School of Commerce last Fri-
day night. It was also the Pan-
thers senior night game. 

Their six seniors are Matt 
Santos, Dylan Doherty, Chris 
Stapleton, Adonis Dupre, 
Gavin Smola, and Stephen 
Fredette.

“The seniors are very 
special players and they’re 
going to be very difficult to 
replace next year,” Rocker 
said. “They’re outstanding 
young men.”

Palmer should be able to 
qualify for the Western Mass. 
Class C tournament, which 
starts this week. 

Depending on the results 
of the Class C quarterfinal 
game, the Panthers will either 
advance to the semifinals or 

Panthers score win 
over rival Pioneers

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD – 
The 2026 Western Massachu-
setts high school hockey tour-
nament is scheduled to take 
place from Feb. 16-19.

Six of the seven Berry Di-
vision teams will qualify for 
the Class A tournament.

The Berry Division teams, 
who are looking to qualify for 
the Class A tournament, are 
Westfield, East Longmeadow, 

Greenfield, Minnechaug Re-
gional, Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
and West Springfield.

The Westfield Bombers 
are the two-time defending 
Class A champions. They de-
feated the Greenfield Green 
Wave, 7-3, in last year’s cham-
pionship match.

All six of the teams in the 
Fay-Wright Division will be 
competing in this year’s Class 
B tournament.

Those six teams are 
Easthampton, McCann Tech, 

Amherst, Taconic, Agawam, 
and Chicopee High School.

Agawam defeated Tacon-
ic, 6-1, in last year’s Class B 
championship match.

The top two teams in 
Class A & B will automatical-
ly advance into the semifinals. 

Prior to playing the semi-
final round, the top-seeded 
team in Class A will be fac-
ing the second-seeded team in 
Class B. The top-seeded team 
in Class B will also play the 
second-seeded Class A team. 

Those games will boost 
the team’s state power rank-
ings.

The other four teams in 
each of the classes will be 
playing in the quarterfinals on 
February 16.

The higher-seeded teams 
will be hosting the quarterfinal 
matches.

Any of the quarterfinal 
games played at the Olympia 
Ice Center in West Springfield 
will be held during the day-
time. The game times on rink 

1 will be 11am and 1:30pm. 
The games on rink 2 will be at 
noontime and 2:30pm.

The losers of the quar-
terfinals will be playing 
non-playoff games against 
each other. 

The Class A semifinals 
are scheduled to be played at 
Olympia on Feb.17. The start 
times for those two games will 
be 11am and 1:30pm.

The Class B semifinals 
are scheduled for Olympia 
on Feb.18. The start times for 

those two games will also be 
11am and 1:30pm.

Both Western Mass. fi-
nals will be played on rink 1 at 
Olympia on Feb.19. 

The Class B finals will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. followed by 
the Class A final at 8 pm.

The tickets prices for the 
semifinals and finals are $8. 
Tickets are available through 
GoFan Only.

There is not a different 
price for students or senior 
citizens.

A new look coming for Western Mass. hockey tournament this year 

Dylan Doherty tries to shoot in traffic. Taydem Haley takes an off-balance shot.

Dylan Holbrook tries to rein in a rebound. Gavin Smola looks to get a shot off.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Stephen Fredette heads down the court.

Dustyn Cook rushes for the hoop.

Cayden Bousquet takes a free 
throw.

Ian Squi Nieves attempts the layup 
under pressure.

Maddox Baer holds the ball just inside the arc.
Grayson Griswold tries to get a shot 
up in traffic.

RIVAL   ❙   page 10
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Athlete of the Week

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Cassian Kowalik
Pathfinder

Kowalik had a big effort for Pathfinder in a loss 
to Palmer last Monday night with 16 points.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

Prime Rib 
Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

Online Ordering Available 
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Function Space Available For Parties
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR SPECIALS

Paint & 
Sip Night 
Feb 24th 
6:30 pm

Special Crafted Specials Menu • Live Music
Breathtaking Scenic Views

~ Reservations Recommended ~
Please Specify Banquet Hall or Restaurant

at Hardwick Crossing
Celebrate Valentine’s Day

Jake Beaupre sends a pass away. Brennan Peterson crosses midcourt.

Turley photos by David Henry 

Niko Matthieu follows through 
on a pass.

Brady Ronaldson takes a shot.

Still in playoff hunt
MONSON – Last Friday 

night, Monson kept its state 
playoff hopes alive by defeat-
ing Duggan Academy 66-48. 
The Mustangs are now 8-10 
and their playoff chances will 
depend on how they perform 
in their next two games. How-
ever, with the regular season 
ending, its not known as of 
press time if the Mustangs 
will be in nonplayoff ac-
tion or if they will make the 
Western Mass. Tournament. 
Regardless, the Mustangs 
will participate in at least two 
more games, having the op-
portunity to reach .500. Mon-
son is currently ranked No. 53 
in Division 5, making it a far 
cry for the Mustangs to finish 
in the top 32.

Mustangs 
defeat 
Duggan

play a non-playoff game. Re-
gardless of which path they 
take, those games will also 
contribute to their overall 
state power ranking.

Pathfinder Tech (6-7) 
entered the home contest 
against Palmer riding a five 
game winning streak. They 
were ranked 78th in the Divi-
sion 5 power rankings

“I don’t think that we’ve 
ever beaten Palmer in the past, 
but I was expecting my guys 
to give them a hard fought 
battle in tonight’s game,” said 
first-year Pathfinder Tech 
head coach Jeff Kularski. 
“I’m looking to build a cul-
ture here. I think we’ll be a 
dangerous basketball team in 
a couple of years.”

The Pioneers seniors are 
Aiden Girard (1 point), Dus-
tyn Cook (2 points), and An-
gelo Rentas, who didn’t play 
in the Palmer game.

Because they probably 
won’t be one of the top 32 
teams in the power rankings, 
the Pioneers will need to fin-
ish the regular season with a 
.500 record to clinch a berth 
in the state tournament for the 
first time in two years.

The mood of the varsity 
game was a little bit somber 
after Palmer freshman Abees 
Castillo suffered a serious 
leg injury during the second 
quarter of the junior varsity 
game. That game was delayed 
for about 30 minutes as Cas-
tillo was taken by ambulance 
to Wing Hospital.

“The varsity and J.V 

teams normally practice to-
gether,” Rocker said. “The 
players were very emotional 
when Abees was injured be-
cause the other players really 
care about their teammate. 
Abees is a swing player for 
us and it’s an unfortunate in-
jury.”  

Because of the long de-
lay, the j.v. game ended at 
halftime, which allowed the 
varsity contest to start on 
time.   

Rocker decided to make 
a couple of changes to the 
starting lineup.

Stapleton, along with 
sophomore Liam Mckee, 
and eighth grader T.J. Smola 
made their first career starts in 
a varsity game.

“Chris is a senior and I 
wanted to give him the oppor-

tunity to start a game,” Rock-
er said. “I’ve also seen some 
good things from Liam and 
T.J. at practice. I wanted to 
see what they could do at the 
start of the game.”

Doherty and junior 
Taydem Haley, who are nor-
mally starters for the Panthers 
led the way offensively.

Doherty scored 14 of his 
game-high 18 points during 
the second half. Haley scored 
14 points, which gave him a 
total of 937 career points.

Sophomore Cassian 
Kowalik (16 points) and ju-
nior Cayden Bousquet (16 
points) combined to score 32 
of the Pioneers 41 points. No 
other Pathfinder player scored 
more than four points.

A Haley foul-line jumper 
gave Palmer a 3-0 lead with 

6:30 left in the opening quar-
ter before the Pioneers put 
together an impressive 14-2 
run. 

Kowalik and Bousquet 
scored five points apiece 
during that span. Sophomore 
Grayson Griswold (4 points) 
added a lay-up and sopho-
more Maddox Baer buried a 
jumper, which was his only 
points of the game.

Santos, Fredette (9 
points), and Gavin Smola (5 
points), who are the Panthers 
other three normal starters, 
were on the court at the start 
of the second quarter, along 
with Haley and Doherty.

The Panthers outscored 
the Pioneers, 18-9, during the 
second stanza and the contest 
was tied 23-23 at halftime. 

After outscoring Path-

finder, 10-6, in a low scoring 
third quarter, Palmer entered 
the final eight minutes with a 
slim 33-29 lead.

A Bousquet lay-up 
closed the gap to 33-31 with 
7:35 left in regulation.

With 4:28 remaining 
on the scoreboard clock, the 
Panthers built a 42-36 lead 
following a Doherty old fash-
ion three point play.

The home team respond-
ed with a lay-up and put-back 
hoop by Kowalik making it a 
two point game again.

A minute later, Fredette 
made an inside hoop, and 
Doherty hit a short jumper, 
which helped the Panthers 
pull away down the stretch. 
They sealed the victory by 
making four of six shots from 
the free throw line. 

RIVAL  ❙  from page 9
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$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/12/26-2/18/262/12/26-2/18/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS  ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASST. PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

WHOLE EYE ROUND BEEF ............

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$219
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ROAST PORK LOIN 
LOIN END OR RIB END ..........

lb

lb
$699

$499

$169

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................

$298
lb

$1299
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$499
lb

$969
lb

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT CUBED .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHANKS ....................

SOUP’S ON!

$444
lb

  

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Aria Nompleggi goes for the one-hand pass.

Adelynn Allard goes for the layup.

Harper Brouillette shoots in traffic.

Ava Durocher takes a free throw.

MONSON – Last Thurs-
day night, Palmer High 
School girls basketball de-
feated Monson 59-13. Palmer 
was able to take an early lead, 
and continued to pour on the 
offense as Monson could 
do little to answer. Harper 

Brouillette had one her best 
efforts of the season with 23 
points while Lainey Haley had 
10 points. Audrey Gregoire 
and Heinails Sanchez had 
five points each for Monson. 
Monson is 1-15 while Palmer 
improved to 8-9.

Panthers pull away 
from Mustangs

Grace Berry tries to get a shot off. 	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Audrey Gregoire makes her way down the court.

Molly Walker goes for the rebound.
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD:

APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

Great
Selection
for Fun in the Snow!

See our
Insert
in this paper
for Great
Deals on
Appliances!

PRE-SEASON
BIKE SALE!

SALE!

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, February 14th ~ 7pm-11pm

Pure
Country

Upcoming Events
Saturday, February 28th

7pm-11pm

Uncle Country

Fridays

Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

PERSONAL CARE 
ATTENDANT 

WANTED
FT/PT Positions Available

$20 per hour to start
Call 413-813-5282 to apply

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

funding, followed by town 
contributions at about 27 per-
cent, state grants at 9 percent, 
federal grants at 3.5 percent, 
and fees representing less 
than one percent. On the ex-
penditure side, special educa-
tion now consumes nearly 35 
percent of the district’s total 
budget, a significant increase 
from FY2014. He noted that 
Quarry Hill’s Pre-K program 
is included within the spe-
cial education budget, further 
contributing to rising costs.

Although student enroll-
ment has declined by approx-
imately 300 students over the 
past decade, staffing levels 
have not decreased propor-
tionally. Foster explained that 
general education positions 
have dropped by 23, while 
special education staffing has 
increased by nearly 10 po-
sitions, reflecting a shift in 
student needs rather than in-
efficiency. “This is not a story 
of fewer students and fewer 
staff,” he said. “It’s a story of 
more complex needs.”

Foster emphasized that 
Monson has experienced a 
sharp rise in high-need stu-
dents. Over the past ten years, 
the district has seen a 38 per-

cent increase in students from 
low-income households and 
a 31 percent increase in stu-
dents with disabilities. Today, 
about half of Monson’s stu-
dents are classified as high-
need by the state, compared 
to 30 percent a decade ago.

He also highlighted the 
financial impact of special 
education. The average ad-
ditional cost per special edu-
cation student in FY26 is ap-
proximately $21,825 on top 
of general education expens-
es. Since the pre-pandemic 
period, the district has added 
64 special education students, 
resulting in an estimated $1.4 
million in additional costs. 
Foster argued that state and 
federal funding have not kept 
pace with these obligations. 
“Special education has histor-
ically been underfunded,” he 
said, adding that reductions in 
rural aid have further shifted 
financial responsibility onto 
local communities.

Looking ahead, Foster 
pointed to enrollment projec-
tions from the New England 
School Development Council 
indicating a potential 16 per-
cent increase in student en-
rollment over the next decade, 
with modest growth in the 
K–8 population in the near 

term. He cautioned that these 
projections do not account 
for potential housing devel-
opments that could further 
increase enrollment, compli-
cating long-term planning.

Turning to the operat-
ing budget, Foster described 
proposed investments in 
staffing and infrastructure 
intended to address current 
needs. These include ex-
panding business education 
and work-based learning 
opportunities, strengthening 
elementary-level counseling 
support, ensuring consistent 
classroom assistance in kin-
dergarten, expanding Pre-K 
capacity, improving custodial 
coverage, enhancing special 
education coordination, sup-
porting athletic administra-
tion, and modernizing busi-
ness systems in response to a 
fraud risk assessment.

After accounting for 
state, federal, and grant fund-
ing, Foster said the School 
Department is requesting ap-
proximately $3.7 million in 
local funding under the lev-
el-service budget and about 
$4.1 million under the operat-
ing request.

Foster also addressed 
transportation and other ed-
ucation-related costs borne 
by the town. Transportation 
expenses have increased by 
roughly 33 percent over the 
past six years, employee ben-
efits by about 17 percent, and 
Pathfinder vocational school 

assessments by approximate-
ly 40 percent. With bus con-
tracts scheduled for rebidding 
this spring, the town antici-
pates additional cost increas-
es, with projections suggest-
ing a roughly $150,000 rise 
across transportation lines. 
Foster emphasized that these 
town-side costs compound 
the pressure on the overall ed-
ucation budget.

Finance Committee 
Discussion and Concerns

Finance Committee 
members raised pointed ques-
tions about the sustainabil-
ity of the proposed budget, 
particularly regarding ad-
ministrative salaries. Several 
members expressed concern 
that proposed administrative 
increases ranging from six 
to 15 percent significantly 
exceed the three to four per-
cent increases negotiated by 
unionized staff, especially in 
the context of Proposition 2½ 
limitations.

Foster defended the sala-
ry adjustments as a necessary 
step to remain competitive 
in the regional labor market. 
“We are not competitive in 
many cases,” he said, warning 
that the district risks losing 
highly specialized adminis-
trators if compensation levels 
are not addressed.

Committee members 
also explored the possibility 
of consolidating elementa-
ry schools as a cost-saving 
measure. One member sug-

gested moving Granite Val-
ley students to Quarry Hill, 
estimating potential savings 
of about $150,000 through 
the elimination of certain ad-
ministrative positions. Foster 
acknowledged that similar 
ideas have been discussed but 
outlined multiple concerns, 
including Quarry Hill’s ca-
pacity under modern class-
size standards, the potential 
costs of building repairs and 
upgrades, and the risk of de-
commissioning a facility that 
might be needed if enrollment 
rises in the future.

“We have to be careful 
not to make decisions that 
solve a short-term problem 
and create long-term chal-
lenges,” Foster said.

Beyond finances, com-
mittee members questioned 
the relationship between 
spending and education-
al outcomes. One member 
asked whether higher sala-
ries necessarily translate into 
better teaching and called for 
more innovative approaches 
to student engagement, par-
ticularly in light of behavioral 
challenges following the pan-
demic.

Foster agreed that inno-
vation and engagement are 
essential, pointing to new ac-
ademic pathways in engineer-
ing, medical assisting, and 
business as examples of prog-
ress. He noted, however, that 
expanding such opportunities 
inevitably carries additional 
costs.

Town Administrator’s 
Financial Outlook

Town Administrator Jen-
nifer Wolowicz described the 
school budget discussion as 
part of a broader fiscal chal-
lenge facing Monson. She 
explained that the town is 
grappling with a structural 
deficit driven by rising costs 
that outpace revenue growth, 
constrained by Proposition 
2½ limits, uncertain state aid, 
and flat local receipts.

“Our costs are increas-
ing faster than our revenues,” 
Wolowicz said, pointing to 
rapidly rising expenses in 
health insurance, utilities, 
pensions, construction, and 
equipment. She cited the 
town library’s $2,700 month-
ly heating bill as one exam-
ple of escalating operational 
costs beyond local control.

Wolowicz emphasized 
that Monson’s municipal de-
partments already operate 
with lean staffing compared 
to similar communities, mak-
ing further reductions diffi-
cult without compromising 
essential services. She out-
lined three broad options fac-
ing the town: pursuing a tax 
override, implementing se-
vere cuts across departments, 
or drawing on reserves.

“The reality is that there 
are no painless options,” 
Wolowicz said.

Wolowicz said the Town 
Administrator’s Office and 
department heads support 
bringing an override proposal 
before residents at the May 
Town Meeting. She warned 
that failure of the override 
would likely lead to signifi-
cant reductions in staffing and 
services across multiple de-
partments, including police, 
fire, highway, and schools.

“If the override fails, 
we are looking at major cuts 
across the board,” Wolowicz 
warned.

As the meeting con-
cluded, Finance Committee 
members noted that further 
discussions with other de-
partment heads and the Tri-
Board are planned as the 
town continues its FY27 
budget review process. The 
Feb. 9 meeting made clear 
that Monson’s school bud-
get debate extends beyond 
numbers on a spreadsheet, 
touching on questions of ed-
ucational equity, fiscal sus-
tainability, and the commu-
nity’s long-term priorities.

BUDGET  ❙  from page 1

Swing on by The Roadhouse Cafe! 
Specials Are Served All Week 

And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827
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1928-2026
Stella Eurkus, 

97, former longtime 
resident of Bonds-
ville, Mass., died 
on Jan. 24, 2026 at 
her home in North 
Carolina surround-
ed by her family. 
She was born Dec. 
7, 1928 in Ware to 
the late Albert and 
Marya “Ciosek”Kusek.  She 
was predeceased by her hus-
band of 67 years, Joseph Eu-
rkus, as well as her twin sister 
Stephanie Clark, sisters Tillie 
Salamon, Kay Czechowski, 
Sophie Cloutier, Mary Kos, 
Louise Kusek and Brothers 
Louis, Stanley and John.

Stella worked 
for the former 
Diamond Interna-
tional for 30 years 
before retiring. 
She was a creative 
and talented seam-
stress who will 
be remembered 
for her beautiful 
Raggedy Anne 
dolls and unique-
ly styled clothes 

and shoes that matched her 
vibrant personality. She 
loved spending her summers 
at her son’s house on the 
Swift River, cooking her fa-
vorite Polish foods and spe-
cial breakfast scrambles for 
family and friends. She also 
enjoyed playing bingo, the 

lottery, word search puzzles 
and trips to the casino with 
her nieces.

She will be deeply 
missed by her daughter, 
Debbie, her husband, Dan 
and grandson Nick Rogers of 
North Carolina, her son Bill, 
his wife, Karen, and grand-
son Kash Eurkus of Ware, 
granddaughter Sierra and 
great grandchildren, Brianna 
and Kruz Kiablick of Palmer 
granddaughter Summer, her 
husband, Mike, and great 
granddaughter Sage Marie 
Horrigan of Ware as well as 
many nieces, nephews and 
friends.

A celebration of her life 
will be held for family and 
friends at a later date.

Stella Eurkus
Obituary

DEATH NOTICE
Stella Eurkus
Died Jan. 24, 2026
Celebration of life 
at a later date

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Come Join Our Team and Grow With Us
The Town of Warren has immediate openings for the following 

Full & Part-Time positions…
Assistant Assessor: The Warren Board of Assessors is seeking to fill this full-time, Town 
benefited position of Assistant Assessor. The successful candidate will perform administrative 
work, provide excellent customer service, maintain detailed records of property assessments, 
maps, new growth, and assist with setting the annual tax rate under the general direction of 
the Board of Assessors.  One of the Town’s goals is to transition this position to a Principal 
Assessor in the future. 
Hourly wage range: $30.44 - $37.08
Monday to Thursday, 32 hours per week
$1,000.00 annual stipend offered with MAA certification

Executive Assistant: This position is responsible for providing administrative and clerical 
support to the Town Administrator’s Office and Board of Selectmen. This is a full-time, Town 
benefited position. Candidate should be able to demonstrate excellent customer service 
skills, being proficient with Microsoft Suite and have superior writing skills.  Attendance at 
evening meetings is required. 
Hourly wage range: $24.78 - $26.69
Monday to Friday, 40 hours per week

Sewer Plant Operator / Mechanic: This position is responsible for operating, maintaining, 
and cleaning machinery, equipment, and generators. Performs building and grounds 
maintenance. This is a full-time, Town benefited position, with required on-call and overtime 
hours.  Candidate must possess a Grade 4 or higher Wastewater Treatment Plant License 
within the first six months of employment. 
Hourly wage range: $24.78 - $26.69
Monday to Friday, 40 hours per week

Full-Time Police Officer: Applicants are preferred to be academy trained and must be 
willing to work weekends, nights, and holidays. It is also preferred that applicants currently 
possess valid certification as a Police Officer. The Patrolmen’s contract provides for an 
education incentive. Please send resumes and cover letters to the attention of  
Lt. Kyle Whitcomb, WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or whitcomb@warren-ma.gov. 
Hourly wage range: $28.64 - $34.24 Overtime Available
*Starting hourly will be based on years of municipal police service.

Part-Time COA Custodian: This position is responsible for all aspects of cleaning, light 
maintenance of the building and Senior Center grounds. Must have scheduling flexibility to 
meet the daily operational needs of the Senior Center. Prior custodial experience preferred. 
Hourly wage range: $17.70 - $18.05
Monday to Friday, 15 hours per week

Please email or mail your resume and cover letter to the 
Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera, townadministrator@warren-ma.gov 

or by mail to 48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083.  
For a complete job description of any of these positions please visit the Town’s website 

www.warren-ma.gov.  
All positions will be open until filled.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

GET
HIRED

Competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Full-Time
Advertising Sales 
➤ Do you want to work in your community 

helping local businesses connect with their 
customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local 
journalism, which tells the unique stories of 
our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers. The right candidate 
will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

➤ You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 
Basic computer skills are required. Previous 
print sales experience is preferred but we 
will train the right candidate.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Journal
Register
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HEALTH CARE

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

SEEKING PERSONAL 
CARE ATTENDANT. 

$20/per hour with benefits. 
Part-Time/Full Time. No experience 
necessary. Serious inquiries only. 

Call/text 413-813-5282/Warren. 
Must pass Cori.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Denise 
M. Trombly to Ameriquest Mort-
gage Company, dated October 4, 
2004 and recorded in the Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 14556, Page 354, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, by assignment 
from: Ameriquest Mortgage 
Company to Mortgage Electron-
ic Registration Systems, Inc. as 
nominee for JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association, re-
corded on January 26, 2009, in 
Book No. 17617, at Page 533 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. as nominee for 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association to Towd Point Mort-
gage Trust 2015-6, U.S. Bank 
National Association as Inden-
ture Trustee, recorded on June 
13, 2025, in Book No. 25900, at 
Page 500 for breach of the condi-
tions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing, the same 
will be sold at Public Auction at 
9:00 AM on March 16, 2026, on 
the mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 205 Breckenridge Street, 
Palmer, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts, all and singular the 
premises described in said mort-
gage, TO WIT: 

Beginning at an iron pin on 
the Easterly side of Breckenridge 
Street, at the Northwesterly cor-
ner of land of Charles E. Norris 
et ux, said iron pin is N. 15° 34’ 
E. three hundred two and 00/100 
(302.00) feet from an iron pin on 
the Easterly side of Breckenridge 
Street and the Northerly side of 
Reservoir Street, 

thence N.15° 34° E. one hun-
dred and 00/100 (100.00) feet 
along the easterly side of Breck-
enridge Street to an iron pin at re-
maining land of H. and L. Build-
ers and Developers, Inc., 

thence turning and running 
S. 77° 16° E. two hundred and 
24/100 (200.24) feet along said 
last named land to an iron pin at 
land of Palmer Fire District No. 
I; 

thence turning and running 
S. 15° 34’ W. one hundred and 
00/100 (100.00) feet along said 
last named land to an iron pin at 
land of the aforesaid Norris; 

thence turning and running 
N. 77° 16’ W. two hundred and 
24/100 (200.24) feet along said 
last named land to the point of 
beginning. Containing about 
20,000 square feet. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 12802, Page 26. 

These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights 
of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the 
nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, 
water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and 
are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A depos-
it of Five Thousand ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance is 
to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., New-
ton, Massachusetts 02458, or by 
mail to P.O. Box 610389, New-
ton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale. Deed 
will be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publica-
tion. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

TOWD POINT MORTGAGE 
TRUST 2015-6, U.S. BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS 
INDENTURE TRUSTEE Pres-
ent holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, 

P.C. 
150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 27433 

02/12, 02/19, 02/26/2026

TOWN OF PALMER
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40 A, Sections 
6 & 11 M.G.L. the Palmer Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold 
a Public Hearing on Monday, 
March 2nd, 2026 at 6:30PM 
at the Palmer Town Administra-
tion Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA.

The applicant, Richard Rock, 
is requesting a Finding under 
§171.83J of the Palmer Zoning 
Ordinance to allow for the con-
struction of an addition eight feet 
into the setback. The property is 
located at 121 Ford Street, Palm-
er. This parcel is also known as 
Assessor’s Map 67, Lot 57.

A copy of the application may 
be inspected at the Planning De-
partment office in the Town Ad-
ministration Building from 8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation or wishing to be heard 
on the application can contact 
the Planning Department at 413-
283-2605 or appear at the time 
and place designated above.

This notice shall also be post-
ed on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website (http://mass-
publicnotices.org).
Palmer Zoning Board of Appeals

02/12, 02/19/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0204EA
Estate of: 

Frederick G Dileone 
Date of Death: 12/14/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Heidi Dileone of 
Charlton, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Heidi Dileone of Charlton, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/02/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 02, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/12/2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

26 SM 000397
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Rosemarie A. Dubuque a/k/a 

Rosemarie Dubuque

and to all persons entitled to 
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):

PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Palmer, numbered 31 
Searle Street, given by Edith 
A Benoit and Rosemarie 
Dubuque to Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee 
for Countrywide Bank, FSB, 
dated October 15, 2008, and 
recorded at Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
17527, Page 52, as affected by 
a Loan Modification Agreement 
dated October 4, 2021 and re-
corded at said Registry in Book 
24284, Page 404, and now held 
by the plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ Ser-
vicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
March 23, 2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the grounds of 
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court 
on February 3, 2026.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder 
02/12/2026

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Brimfield Select Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
following pole and wire locations 
petition filed by National Grid on 
Monday, February 23, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. for the following: 

Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a National Grid. re-
quests permission to locate poles, 
wires, and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along and across the 
following public way: 

Shaw Road 
Reason:  Shaw Road – Mas-

sachusetts Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid to install 1 
SO Pole on Shaw Rd beginning 
at a point approximately 896 ft 
southwest of the centerline of the 
intersection of Little Alum Rd. 

Persons with an interest in this 
public hearing are asked to ap-
pear at the Brimfield Elementary 
School, 22 Wales Road, Brim-
field, MA on the date and time 
affixed to this notice.   

Martin J. Kelly 
Select Board, Chairperson 

Town of Brimfield  
02/05, 02/12/2026

Town of Holland RFQ
May Brook Road 

Improvement Project 
Engineering Design

The Town of Holland has been 
awarded funds from the FY22/23 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Commu-
nities, Community Development 
Block Grant Program. The Town 
of Holland is seeking responses 
for design engineering services 
for infrastructure improvements 
to May Brook Road. The project 
area includes May Brook Road 
beginning at the intersection of 
Union Rd and continues for ap-
proximately 1600 feet towards 
the intersection of Stagecoach 
Drive. Services requested include 
engineering design to construct a 
new storm water drainage basin, 
improved stormwater manage-
ment, and full depth roadway 
grading and pavement reclama-
tion. This is a two-phase project. 
The Phase 1 engineering services 
sought through this Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) will in-
clude right of way and utility re-
search, site survey and base plan 
development, identification of all 
required easements, preparation 
of preliminary design plans, final 
design plans and specifications, 
preparation of bid documents, 
and preparation of an opinion 
of construction costs. Phase 2 is 
contingent upon funding and will 
include bidding services, con-
struction administration services, 
resident engineering services, 
and construction close-out ser-
vices.

The fee for services sought 

for phase 1 will be negotiated 
and shall not exceed $90,000. 
In the event project construction 
funding is procured in the fu-
ture, the engineer shall provide 
Phase 2 services to be negotiated 
according to Chapter 7C of the 
Massachusetts General Laws. A 
more detailed RFQ is available 
at the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, 60 Congress Street, 
Springfield, MA 01104, (413) 
781-6045, between 9:00 AM and 
5:00 PM. To request an electronic 
copy of the RFQ, please contact 
Sue Ortiz at sortiz@pvpc.org. 
The RFQ will be available from 
February 11, 2026, until the due 
date specified below. The Town 
of Holland reserves the right to 
reject any and all responses if it 
is deemed in the best interests of 
the Town to do so. The Holland 
Selectboard will be the awarding 
and contracting authority.

Completed proposals are to 
be submitted no later than 2:00 
PM, Friday, February 27, 2026, 
at the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, 60 Congress 
Street, 1st Floor, Springfield, 
MA 01104.
02/12, 02/19/2026

ADVERTISEMENT
The Monson Housing Au-

thority, the Awarding Authority, 
invites sealed bids from Con-
tractors for the Family 705-1, 
Development for the Monson 
Housing Authority in Monson 
Massachusetts, in accordance 
with the documents prepared by 
GCE Architecture.

The Project consists of: Re-
place windows and exterior 
doors and remediate lead ma-
terials.

The work is estimated to cost 
$ 81,800.00 and Alternate #1 is 
estimated to cost $-11,000.00

Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.149 §44A-J & to minimum 
wage rates as required by M.G.L. 
c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive.

General Bids will be received 
until 1:00 p.m., Friday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2026 and publicly 
opened, forthwith.

All Bids should be delivered 
to: www.Projectdog.com on-
line. Hard copy bids will not 
be accepted by the Awarding 
Authority. E-Bid tutorials and 
instructions are available within 
the specifications and online at 
www.Projectdog.com. For as-
sistance, call Projectdog, Inc at 
(978)499-9014, M-F 8:30AM- 
5PM and received no later than 
the date & time specified above.

General bids shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit that is not 
less than five (5%) of the greatest 
possible bid amount (considering 
all alternates) and made payable 
to the Monson Housing Author-
ity.

Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments will be available for pick-
up at: www.Projectdog.com or 
for pick-up at: Projectdog, Inc., 
18 Graf Road, Suite 8, Newbury-
port, MA 978-499-9014 (M-F 
8:30AM-5PM). Enter Project 
Code 872459 beginning Febru-
ary 4, 2026 in the project loca-
tor box. Select “Acquire Docu-
ments” to download documents, 
review a hard copy at Project-
dog’s physical location, or re-
quest a free project CD.

Contractors requesting Con-
tract Documents to be mailed 
to them shall include a separate 
check for $25 per set, payable to 
the Awarding Authority, to cover 
mail handling costs.

The job site and/or existing 
building will be available for in-
spection between 10 A.M. and 
10:30 A.M. on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2026 at 290 Main 
Street, Monson. Parking is lim-
ited.

For an appointment call: no 
appointments. 
01/29, 02/05, 02/12/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 

THE TRIAL COURT
COMPLAINT TO 

FORECLOSE TAX LIEN
[seal]           No. 97 TL 114681

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN and to Filomena 
Renna, deceased, formerly of 
Southbridge, Worcester County, 
and said Commonwealth; Arnold 
V. Renna, deceased, formerly 
of Charlton, Worcester County, 
and said Commonwealth; Lou-
ise Dupuis and Lucien J. Dupuis, 
both deceased, both formerly of 
Southbridge, Worcester County, 
and said Commonwealth; Mari-
on E. Renna and Paul A. Renna, 
both now or formerly of Charl-
ton, Worcester County, and said 

Commonwealth; Brian J. Dupuis, 
Kevin J. Dupuis and Tammy A. 
Edmonds, all now or formerly of 
Southbridge, Worcester County, 
and said Commonwealth; Dana 
A. Dupuis, now or formerly of 
Chicopee, Hampden County, and 
said Commonwealth; or their 
heirs, devisees or legal represen-
tatives:

A Complaint has been filed by 
the Plaintiff Town of Holland. 
The Complaint asks the Court 
to enter a judgment ending any 
ownership rights or interests in 
the land described below. The 
Complaint is about one parcel 
of land located in the Town of 
Holland, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts, described in the Com-
plaint as follows:

Property Location: Leno Road 
R17- A- 01 Description of Par-
cel: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing 
about 37,034 SQ FT being de-
scribed as MAP: R17 LOT: 01 
BLOCK: A in the office of the 
assessors of the town of HOL-
LAND identified in BOOK 2968 
on PAGE 335at the HAMPDEN 
county registry of deeds.

To respond to the Complaint, 
you or your attorney must take 
these steps by the Deadline to 
Answer, which is March 30, 
2026.

First, prepare a written An-
swer. You may write your own 
Answer or use the form or the 
online guided interview program 
on the Court website. Second, 
file your Answer with the Land 
Court Recorder’s Office, or in the 
Assistant Recorder’s Office at the 
Registry of Deeds where the land 
is located, or using the Court’s 
online eFiling system. Third, 
serve a copy of your Answer to 
the Plaintiff by mail or e-mail.

If you do not answer the 
Complaint by the above Dead-
line to Answer, this Court will 
find you in default. You may 
lose the chance to answer or dis-
pute the facts listed in the Com-
plaint or pay the taxes owed. You 
may lose all ownership rights 
or interest in the land described 
above. If a judgment of fore-
closure is entered, you will lose 
ownership of your property. If 
the property is worth more than 
the amount owed to cover the tax 
debt and foreclosure costs, you 
may be entitled to receive any 
remaining funds (excess equity) 
from the Plaintiff.

It is ordered that this citation 
be published right away, once 
in Journal Register a newspaper 
published in Palmer.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Esquire, Chief Justice of 
said Court, this fourth day of 
February in the year two thou-
sand and twenty-six.

Attest with Seal of said Court.
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
Plaintiff’s Attorney: 

Amy J. Megliola, Esq. 
1350 Main Street, 

Suite 210, 
Springfield, MA 01103 

Tel: (413) 732-3600
02/12/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 

THE TRIAL COURT 
COMPLAINT TO 

FORECLOSE TAX LIEN
[seal]            No. 23 TL 000878

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN, and to Catherine J. 
Wesson, deceased, formerly of 
Springfield, Hampden County, 
and said Commonwealth; Jason 
Wesson, also known as Jason 
Allen “Jay” Wesson, deceased, 
formerly of East Longmeadow, 
Hampden County, and said Com-
monwealth; David A. Benoit, 
now or formerly of Springfield, 
Hampden County, and said Com-
monwealth; Jacob Reno Focosi, 
formerly known as Jacob Reno 

Wesson, now or formerly of East 
Longmeadow, Hampden County, 
and said Commonwealth; or their 
heirs, devisees or legal represen-
tatives:

A Complaint has been filed by 
the Plaintiff Town of Holland. 
The Complaint asks the Court 
to enter a judgment ending any 
ownership rights or interests in 
the land described below. The 
Complaint is about a parcel of 
land located in the Town of Hol-
land, Hampden County, Massa-
chusetts, described in the Com-
plaint as follows:

A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, approximately 
11500 Square Feet located and 
known as UNION RD shown 
on the Town of Holland Asses-
sors Records as Parcel Identifier 
R30/A/03 and being the premises 
recorded in book 10973 on page 
285 in the Hampden Registry of 
Deeds. Assessed to BENOIT DA-
VID A & CATHERINE J WES-
SON.

To respond to the Complaint, 
you or your attorney must take 
these steps by the Deadline to 
Answer, which is the thirtieth 
day of March in the year two 
thousand and twenty-six.

First, prepare a written An-
swer. You may write your own 
Answer or use the form or the 
online guided interview program 
on the Court website. Second, 
file your Answer with the Land 
Court Recorder’s Office, or in the 
Assistant Recorder’s Office at the 
Registry of Deeds where the land 
is located, or using the Court’s 
online eFiling system. Third, 
serve a copy of your Answer to 
the Plaintiff by mail or e-mail.

If you do not answer the 
Complaint by the above Dead-
line to Answer, this Court will 
find you in default. You may 
lose the chance to answer or dis-
pute the facts listed in the Com-
plaint or pay the taxes owed. You 
may lose all ownership rights 
or interest in the land described 
above. If a judgment of fore-
closure is entered, you will lose 
ownership of your property. If 
the property is worth more than 
the amount owed to cover the tax 
debt and foreclosure costs, you 
may be entitled to receive any 
remaining funds (excess equity) 
from the Plaintiff.

It is ordered that this citation 
be published right away, once in 
The Journal Register a newspa-
per published in Town of Hol-
land.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Esquire, Chief Justice of 
said Court, this thirtieth day of 
January in the year two thousand 
and twenty-six.

Attest with Seal of said Court.
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
Plaintiff’s Attorney:
Amy J Megliola Esq

1350 Main Street, Suite 210
Springfield, MA 01103

Tel: (413)732-3600.
02/12/2026

Town of Wales
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with the provi-
sions of M.G.L. Ch. 40A Section 
11 and Wales Zoning By-laws 
Sections 8.4 the Wales Plan-
ning Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on February 26, 2026, 
at the Wales Senior Center, 85 
Old Stafford Rd., Wales, MA 
01081 at 5:30 PM, on the appli-
cation submitted by Corrine & 
William Matchett III, for mod-
ification to existing conditions 
issued for a Class II Car Dealers 
License located at 45 Union Rd 
in Wales. Any person interest-
ed and wishing to be heard on 
this application should refer to 
the town website (www.townof
wales.net) under planning board 
agenda, if you have any ques-
tions or concerns please email 
planning@townofwales.net 
02/05, 02/12/2026

Public notices

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

BRIMFIELD – The 
Hitchcock Free Academy is 
weaving new creative op-
portunities into its adult ed-
ucation programming with a 
four-week beginner weaving 
class led by artist and retired 
art educator Trisha O’Brien, 
offering participants a chance 
to explore one of the world’s 
oldest and most meditative 
crafts.

The beginner-level class, 
open to ages 16 and up, meets 
on Feb. 3, Feb. 10, Feb. 24, 
and March 3, with no session 
scheduled for Feb. 17. De-
signed for newcomers to fiber 
arts, the course introduces 
students to the fundamentals 
of weaving on a flat loom 
while encouraging personal 
expression through yarn, col-
or, and design.

“We decided to start 
weaving programs because 
we have a lot of looms avail-
able, and it didn’t seem like 
something people normally 
had access to,” O’Brien ex-
plained. “They started in De-
cember with a small Christ-
mas tree weaving workshop, 
and that sold out. People ex-
pressed interest in more, so 
I decided to offer something 
more in depth.”

Unlike the earlier work-
shop, which O’Brien de-
scribed as a short introducto-
ry experience, the new class 
provides a more comprehen-

sive exploration of weaving 
techniques. Over four weeks, 
students will learn how to 
warp and finish a loom, prac-
tice beginner tapestry tech-
niques, and design and com-
plete a simple landscape or 
abstract woven piece. Looms 
and materials are provided, 
though participants are en-
couraged to bring their own 
yarn if they wish to personal-
ize their projects.

Weaving, O’Brien not-
ed, has often been described 
as “painting with yarn,” a 
phrase that reflects the artis-
tic potential of tapestry tech-
niques. She also emphasized 
the mindful nature of the 
craft.

“Weaving can be very re-
laxing,” she said. “It’s one of 
the oldest crafts known, and 
it’s very doable, especially 
for beginners. If you have a 
curiosity about it, then go 
ahead and sign up.”

O’Brien brings decades 
of experience to the pro-
gram. A retired high school 
art teacher, she taught fiber 
arts, weaving, pottery, small 
metals, sculpture, and draw-
ing during her career, includ-
ing at Tantasqua Regional 
High School. Her passion for 
weaving began during her 
studies at the Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design, 
where she specialized in fi-
ber arts and discovered what 
she described as an “amazing 
weaving studio.”

“I really found my home 

there,” she said. “I started 
weaving in the mid-1990s, 
took a break, and then came 
back to it. I just wanted to in-
troduce weaving here and see 
how people respond—and so 
far, the response has been re-
ally good.”

In addition to the flat 
loom class, Hitchcock Free 
Academy has begun offering 
other weaving opportunities, 
including an Inkle weaving 
workshop, which uses a dif-
ferent type of loom and tech-
nique. O’Brien hopes that 

continued interest will allow 
the program to expand.

“If these programs go 
well and are popular, I defi-
nitely plan on doing more in 
the future,” she said. “We can 
have up to 10 people in these 
workshops, and even five is a 
good minimum to start with. 
It’s exciting to see people dis-
covering how simple weav-
ing can be and how amazing 
the results can be.”

With growing enthusi-
asm for hands-on creative ex-
periences, the weaving class-

es reflect Hitchcock Free 
Academy’s broader mission 
to provide accessible, enrich-
ing educational opportuni-
ties for the community. For 
O’Brien, the goal is not only 
to teach technical skills but 

also to invite participants into 
a tradition that blends history, 
art, and personal expression.

“I just hope people feel 
welcome to try it,” she said. 
“Weaving is something any-
one can learn.”

Hitchcock introduces beginners
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Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
July 19 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Two Great Cruises aboard 
Norwegian 
Breakaway!

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Weaving can be accomplished in many different ways but flat 
looms are easiest for beginners.

Trisha O’Brien completes her own version of the project so she 
is at the same stage as the students if they have any issues.

A table full of wool and yarn for people to use.

People were allowed to choose their own colors for this first 
project.

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

The Journal Register encourages readers to contact event 
coordinators and organizers for updated event times. Have 
an event to promote? Email the information (in sentence form 
and as a Word doc or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to journalregister@turley.com.

UPCOMING

Wales Public Library February Events
Feb. 16 – Closed
Feb. 17 – Drop-In Craft 2 to 3 p.m.
Feb. 18 – Drop-In Craft 2 to 3 p.m.
Feb. 19 – Drop-In Craft 2 to 3 p.m.
Feb. 25 – Story Time 12:15 p.m.
Feb. 28 – Wool Needle Felting 12 p.m.

Vendors for the Baystate Wing Hospital Gift Shoppe
February Vendors

Feb. 12 - Weleful Weavers
Feb. 13 - Cork Elegance
Feb. 26 - Weleful Weavers

March Vendors
March 4 - Generations of Cookies
March 10 - Hobbit Hollow Herbs
March 11 - Weleful Weavers
March 12 - Jewelry for Diane
March 18 - How Charming
March 26 - Weleful Weavers
March 30 - Wicked Good Treats
March 31 - Geriations & Sew On

ONGOING 

2025-2026 Drama & Dance Program running through 
May on Thursdays at PHCC. Does your child love dancing 
and acting? Have they always been interested but never tried? 
All levels and ages 5 plus welcome. (Drama students must be 
able to read.) Also offering Adult Hip Hop & Lyrical Dance 
Classes. Students must be available for show date in May. 
Date TBD. Adult class students can dance in show or choose 
not to as long as requested ahead of time. Contact: trulyto-
rie2000@gmail.com for more info and to register.

THURSDAYS - WESTERN LINE DANCE CLASSES 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10 for one lesson or 
both. Brimfield Winery at 35 Main Street in Brimfield. Check 
brimfieldwinery.com for any variations. 

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2 to 4 p.m. daily at the Hol-
land Public Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice 
different crafts. There are new crafts every Wednesday. For 
more information, call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Located at 35 Ely Rd., 
Monson, nature trails are open daily until dusk for hiking, 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.org or visit keep-
homesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD: Members 
meet at 1 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of the month 

in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The Guild 
is a no-pressure group with varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. Dues 
are $55 a year. For more information, contact Barbara Beau-
lieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Fol-
low them on Facebook for more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 
p.m., every Thursday at the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, 
Monson. Rose’s line dancing classes include absolute begin-
ners and beginners, and participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear comfortable footwear, 
no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the second Tuesday at the 
Palmer Library at 1455 N. Main St. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card games or bring your own. 
Must be 16 or older unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required – just show up! Questions? Call 283-3691, 
or email palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN FOR WINTER 
SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is 
located on Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range State 
Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be available for visitors. 
Coming in January, programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the park web site for 
details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Monson Free Library with Randy 
Emerson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

weaving class


