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These bald eagles perched in a pine tree at Forest Lake in Palmer.

Watching with eagle eyes

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last Saturday, 
Tailgate Tavern was once again 
packed with entrants and attendees 
eager to participate in the annual 
Soup Cook-Off.

The contest, first held by the 
tavern in 2018, involves entrants 
bringing in a crock-pot of home-
made soup, which attendees get to 
sample and vote on for a fee of $5. 
The event was arranged to benefit 
Light Up Palmer, which just cele-
brated another successful holiday 
season of decorating the town.

At 1 p.m. on Saturday, both 
rooms of the tavern were packed 
with the chefs who had entered the 
contest and the variety of people 
who showed up to try their soup 

and enjoy the festivities.
There were as many as 27 

entrants into the contest this year. 
Staff at the tavern announced that 
they were able to raise $2,730 for 
Light Up Palmer this year.

The entries ranged from beef 
stew to chicken noodle soup to 
lobster bisque and buffalo chicken 
soup to mulligatawny stew, which 
was served in small cups with a 
selection of bread. The entrants all 

Tailgate Tavern raises money with 
annual Soup Cook-Off
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Chris Smith (center) stopped by the reception table where (from left) Sue Bigda and Denise Donovan were work-
ing with Cheryl Mack (not pictured).

Local 
grants 
awarded 
to town of 
Palmer

PALMER — Beth Zelazo, 
chair of the Palmer Cultural Coun-
cil, has announced the award of 
thirteen  grants in 2024 for cultur-
al programs in Palmer, MA.  The 
Council received 31 grant applica-
tions totaling $48,062.  However, 
the amount the Palmer Cultural 
Council received from Mass Cultur-
al Council for this year was $17,120 
making this a difficult year of deci-
sion making. 

Previous grant recipients in-
clude Palmer Council on Aging, 
Pathfinder Regional Vocation Tech-
nical High School, Palmer High 
and Old Mill Pond Schools, Palmer 
Public Library and Palmer Histor-
ical Cultural Center.  A complete 
list of 2024 recipients and grant 
amounts can be found below. 

The Palmer Cultural Council 
is part of a network of 329 Local 
Cultural Councils (LCCs) serving 
all 351 cities and towns in the Com-
monwealth. The LCC Program is 
the largest grassroots cultural fund-
ing network in the nation, support-
ing thousands of community-based 
projects in the arts, sciences, and 
humanities every year. The state 
legislature provides an annual ap-
propriation to Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency, which then allo-
cates funds to each community. 

Decisions about which ac-
tivities to support are made at the 
community level by a board of 

COMMUNITY

West Ware 
Street
residents 
share 
stormwater 
concerns 

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

PALMER – The Conservation 
Commission came together this past 
Tuesday night to discuss their envi-
ronmental agenda for the new year.

Conservation Commission 
Chair Donald Blais Jr. spoke just 
before the meeting began, asking 
for a moment of silence dedicated 
to Brenda Cole, a recently deceased 
member of the commission.

“Brenda would always try to 
figure out what was the best for ev-
eryone,” Blais said. “To her family 
my thoughts and prayers are with 
you.”

Blais then introduced new 
member Elizabeth O’Connor, who 
said she was happy to serve on the 
commission. 

“I have a lot of experience, 
interest, and passion working with 
things that involve the environment. 
I want to make sure that the way 
we all need and want to live works 
nicely with our need to protect the 
environment. I am happy to be here, 
I look forward to working with all 
of you, and hopefully I can have a 
really great impact on your group,” 
O’Connor said.

After welcoming O’Connor, 
members began to discuss the cul-
vert collapse and catch basin on 
West Ware Street as well as delve 
into how dire irrigation and unreg-

PALMER— The Town of 
Palmer will be having early 
presidential voting on Satur-
day, Feb. 24, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.; Monday, Feb. 26, from 

8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Tuesday, 
Feb. 27 through Thursday, Feb. 
29, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
At the Town Clerk’s office, 
4417 Main St.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last Thursday, 
the high school held an open house 
to invite parents to get to know 
the staff and learn about their stu-
dents’ curriculum.

The open house provides the 
staff with an opportunity to meet 

the parents as they follow their 
child’s schedule, going from class 
to class and meeting the teachers. 
At the start of the event, a half-
hour presentation was held in the 
auditorium with the administra-
tion.

“This year, we had student 
presenters about upcoming class-
es and their experience,” Anne 
Pouliot, a history teacher, said. 

Pouliot said that the parents 
were then taken on a rotation of 
presentations done by each of the 
teachers on their child’s schedule. 
She described these as “a 10-min-
ute get-to-know-us.”

“It’s not a conference time, 
it’s just getting to know people,” 
Pouliot said. “Putting names and 
faces together is really what the 

Open HouseOpen House

at Palmer High School
Teacher, Greg Koss and the Ode-
an family, Aaliyah, Jessica, Dja-
van, and Arely were at the PHS 
Open House.

Parents and 
guardians get 

valuable face-to-
face time with 

school staff

COMMUNITY

WILDLIFE

Early voting hours for PalmerDDS talks 
about
insurance 
at library

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, rep-
resentatives from local unions ar-
ranged to have a talk about social 
security and insurance at the Palmer 
Public Library.

Stacy Stackhouse, president of 
the Local 24 union in Palmer, and 
Heather Strange, vice president of 
Local 17 in Ludlow, were both in at-
tendance at the event that was held 

PALMER

Ed Keefe spoke about the process 
to apply for insurance with social 
security. 

LIBRARY   ❙   page 3

PHS   ❙   page 5CONSERVATION   ❙   page 2 GRANTS   ❙   page 3

SOUP   ❙   page 2

Turley photo by Marcelo Gusmao



February 8, 2024    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTERPAGE 2

Corrections
The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that appear 

in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 2 
or 3. To request a correction, send information to Editor at journalregis-
ter@turley.com, or call 283-8393, extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Journal Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK
PORK RIBS ........................

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN
SAUSAGE LINKS ...................

USDA INSP. 
$366

lb

SALE DATES: 
2/8/24-2/14/24

$233

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .........................$219

USDA INSP. 

WHOLE PEELED 
BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUSTOM CUT FOR FREE ...........
USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF

CHICKEN
PARTY WINGS 4 LB BAG .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

BREADED PRE-BROWNED 
CHICKEN TENDERS 5 LB BAG .....

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

HILLSHIRE FARMS
BEEF KIELBASA 12 OZ ..................

$799
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
FULLY COOKED
MEATBALLS 5 LB BAG ..........

$1299
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$1399

$888
lb

12 CT

KING’S
HAWAIIAN ROLLS ..................... ea

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$209
lb

$587
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

WHOLE PORK BUTT

$299
lb

USDA INSP.

SUPERIOR MINI ECLAIRS 5 CT ..

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN BONE-IN

TRY SOMETHING NEW!

$399
lb

CHULETA KAN KAN

BIG SPECIALS for 
THE BIG GAME

TOP ROUND ROAST 
or LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. 
FRESH 

BONELESS & SKINLESS

$177
lb

CHICKEN BREAST 
10 LB 
BAG

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
16/20 COUNT
SHRIMP 1 LB BAG ....................$688

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
OCEAN GOURMET 
STUFFED CLAMS ..................$699

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TGI FRIDAY’S STUFFED 
JALAPENO PEPPERS 8 OZ ...$349

lb

Lenten Specials

FOR YOUR 
SWEETHEART

$448
lb

QUABOAG REGIONAL MIDDLE 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL 

Craft/Small Business Fair 
February 10th, 9am-3 pm 

Vendors include handmade woodcrafts, 
candles, soaps, seasonal decor, 

pottery, jewelry, and many more!
Enjoy a fun day of shopping and make this 
your one stop shop for Valentine’s Day, or 

shop early for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day!

80+ vendors participating in the fair, 
there will also be a huge raffle table, 

so please be sure to bring cash

There will be no ATM on site. 
Venmo / Cashapp / etc. accepted 

at the discretion of vendors.

Fair Location is at the 
Quaboag Regional Middle High School, 

284 Old West Brookfield Road, 
Warren, MA

95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0364  |  dioguardijewelers.com

25% OFF
All Jewelry

(excluding fire & ice diamond)

Master Jeweler 
Gabriel Serrano 
continues Michael 
Harris’ passion 
for fine jewelry 
and exceptional 
customer service.

❤
Valentine

    Stud Sale
from Diamonds to 

Colored Stones

RIGGS 

This is Riggs, a Golden Retriever living in 
Monson. He loves to play fetch and go swimming. He 
also likes snuggles and treats. We feature your pets 
here. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, 
horse, bird, mouse…you get the point. Is there a pet 
you’re fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are 
welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with 
a little information to journalregister@turley.com. 

of theof the

did their best to provide a tasty soup for 
the patrons who attended the afternoon 
bash.

One entrant, Josh Messina, shared 
that his beef stew took 48 hours to cook. 
Made with beef stock, corned beef, salt, 
pepper, marjoram and Italian seasoning, 
with onions, organic potatoes and shaved 
carrots, Messina’s stew was among the 
favorites in the contest.

“I had fun, I love cooking,” Messina 
said. “My daughter will be disappointed 
that none of that soup is coming home 

with us.”
Winners of both the soup contest 

and the door raffle were announced by 
Michael Wadas, who announced in pre-
vious years and has served as the regular 
football announcer. One hundred percent 
of the proceeds from the soup sampling 
and the raffle baskets went directly to 
Light Up Palmer.

Tailgate Tavern is located at 1012 
Central St. For more information, you 
can visit their Facebook page or call 
them at 413-289-2009.

BRIMFIELD—  Hitchcock Acad-
emy, 2 Brookfield Road, has packed 
its calendar with healthy distractions 
to help warm the spirit and weather the 
dreariness. Sign up for some crafting, 
music lessons, cupcake decorating, or 
a magic show.

February Vacation is fast-ap-
proaching and Hitchcock has offerings 
to keep kids busy. The week begins 
with daily morning programs for kids 
in grades K - 4. Let the kids embark on 
a journey of snowy fun and discovery. 
The kids’ winter wonderland promises 
days filled with laughter, learning, fresh 
air, and hands-on fun. The program 
runs Tuesday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to noon and is open to kids in all 
school districts.

Cake decorating with Sue Gaulin 
of Let’s Cake Decorate on Wednesday, 
Feb. 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. Gaulin’s class 
invites participants to learn buttercream 
piping skills to create super cute cow 
cupcakes, using fondant to shape the 
nose, ears, and horns. All supplies are 
provided with use of the instructor’s 
decorating tools. Step-by-step instruc-
tions will be given. Each registration 
includes a box of six cupcakes (three 
vanilla and three chocolate). There will 
be extra cupcakes on hand for mishaps 
and snacking. A set of cupcakes can be 
shared under one registration. 

Thursday, Feb. 22 at 3 p.m. is a 
Birdhouse Building workshop pre-

sented in partnership with Opacum 
Land Trust. This workshop welcomes 
participants to escape the winter dol-
drums and think spring as they ready 
a home for winged visitors. Pine cone 
bird feeders will be made as well. Reg-
istration is required and there is a $10 
fee per house. This program was made 
possible with support from Norcross 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Friday Feb. 23 at 1:30 p.m. with a 
laughter-filled comedy magic show that 
the entire family will enjoy with Fran 
Flynn, magician extraordinaire. Chil-
dren and adults take part in the show 
as volunteers to help create the magic. 
Watch in amazement as a “live dove” 
and a “live rabbit” make magical ap-
pearances. The show is 45 minutes in 
duration. Each child receives a magic 
wand to take home.

Registration for all of these pro-
grams can be found at www.hitchcock-
academy.org. 

Mosaics on Tuesday, February 13 
from 6 to 9pm and a winter-themed 
Stained Glass on Tuesday, Feb. 27 from 
5 to 9 p.m. 

On Tuesday from 9 to11:30 a.m., 
Hitchcock has a Watercolor Art Group 
that meets to socialize, paint together, 
and offer one another feedback. No reg-
istration is needed; simply show up to 
join in.

More information can be found at 
www.hitchcockacademy.org.

PALMER— Country Bank an-
nounced a $10,000 donation to the 
Quaboag Valley Community Develop-
ment Corporation to support various 
programs to help local communities in 
the region.

“The Quaboag Valley Communi-
ty Development Corporation is grate-
ful for this generous donation from 
Country Bank. We appreciate Country 
Bank’s support for our initiatives and 
its investment in the economic growth 
and stability of the Quaboag Region,” 
stated Melissa Fales, QVCDC execu-
tive director. 

To learn more about the various 

support programs the QVCDC offers, 
visit www.QVCDC.org.

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service 

$1.7B with 17.0% Tier 1 Capital mu-
tual community bank serving central 
and western Massachusetts with 14 
offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brook-
field, Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbra-
ham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charl-
ton and Worcester. Country Bank is a 
member of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM 
network. Country Bank can be reached 
at 800-322-8233 or online at country-
bank.com.  

Country Bank makes large
donation to QVCDC

Submitted photo

Left to right, Lisa DiMarzio, Vice President of Compliance and CRA at Country Bank, 
Melissa Fales, Executive Director and James DaRosa, Loan Program Coordinator 
for the QVCDC.  

St. Mary’s Church 
hosts Polish plate 
dinner

WARE – St. Mary’s Church, 57 South St., will 
be having a pre-order take-out dinner on Saturday, 
March 9.  

The dinner will consist of four pierogi, one 
golombek, kielbasa, kapusta and rye bread. The cost 
of the dinner is $20. 

The dinner will be cold and will need reheating. 
Place your order by calling Sylvia at 413-436-9268 
or Diane at 413-967-5207 from noon-7 p.m. starting 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 through Saturday, Feb. 24. 

Curbside pickup will be available between 11:30 
a.m.-noon for anyone with a handicap card. Please let 
them know when you call in your order. 

All other orders will be picked up in the church 
hall. You will be given a time between noon-2 p.m. 
for your pick up when you call. 

Please put your money in an envelope with your 
name, number of dinners and pick up number. St. 
Mary’s Church thanks you for your continued pa-
tronage.

Hitchcock Academy
February events

ulated water issues have started to find 
their way into residential properties.

Brian and Sheryl Jyringi, a couple 
who have been encountering a series 
of water-related problems where they 
live, spoke about their experiences with 
Palmer’s diverted water.

“Again, we are stressing that it is a 
24-inch pipe that has been in place since 
we moved in 1987,” said Sheryl Jyrin-
gi. “It’s worked absolutely fine until the 
rocks were compromised and settled due 
to the water coming down West Ware 
into our driveway. That is what started to 
close the pipe off.”

The Jyringis explained their issues 
in front of the commission, detailing 
how both they and their contractor felt 
about the matter. David Cotter, a long-
time commission member, shared his 
thoughts on the Jyringi’s water issues as 
well as the problems with state regula-
tions at large.

“The guidelines are being changed 
as we speak,” Cotter said. “With the 
state and with the storm water and even 
with the wetlands, just because of the 

way weather is now. Things are being 
changed quite a bit.”

Blais talked about how the commis-
sion and the property owners could move 
forward to find a solution to this issue.

“I just want to be able to find the 
best solution so that this does not contin-
ue. My concern is long term,” Blais said. 
“We are probably going to get more of 
these rain events, I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we got one this summer or in a couple 
of years…but as I said earlier and I’ll say 
it again, I think this is an example of why 
we have to address this now.”

Blais said the overall infrastructure 
needs to be addressed.

“How many more rain events do we 
need before we have proof that this is 
happening?” he said.

The Jyringis invited the commis-
sion members to their property to see the 
damage firsthand and try to find a solu-
tion. 

Their next meeting of the Conserva-
tion Commission is scheduled for Tues-
day, Feb. 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

CONSERVATION  ❙  from page1

SOUP   ❙  from page1
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Michael Wadas announced the winners of the raffles.

17 entrants brought soups to compete against each other at the Tavern. 

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email 
journalregister@turley.com.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

PHONE
413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

Staff Writer
Dallas Gagnon

dgagnon@turley.com

Marcello Gusmao
mgusmao@turley.com

Subscriptions
cgriswold@turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
($40 out of state)

Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

        @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

LEGAL NOTICE

The Annual Meeting of Corporators of 
Country Bank for Savings will be held on 
Monday, March 11, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 
at 420 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA for 
the election of Corporators, Trustees and 
any other business as required by law or 
the Bylaws of Country Bank for Savings.

Dawn Piechota
Clerk of the Corporation

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Palmer 
Community 
Development 
hosting meeting 

PALMER – The town’s Community Develop-
ment Department is hosting a series of meetings 
highlighting various projects managed by the De-
partment.

Past and ongoing projects include Housing 
Rehabilitation assistance, Park Improvements, and 
Public Social Services such as Domestic Violence 
Prevention and transportation assistance for the 
Quaboag Connector. The Department also provides 
winter heating assistance to Palmer residents in 
need.

Meetings will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 21 
at 5:30 p.m., at the Palmer Historical and Cultural 
Center located at 2072 Main Street in Three Rivers; 
Monday, Feb. 26 at 4 p.m., at the Community Devel-
opment Office, 4417 Main Street; and on Monday, 
March 4, at 5:30 p.m., at the Community Develop-
ment Office, 4417 Main Street. 

All Community Development initiatives are 
open for discussion. Special emphasis will be di-
rected to proposed infrastructure improvements to 
Maple Street and Maple Terrace within the Three 
Rivers section of town.

Funding has been secured for Maple Street, 
and efforts are now under way to seek additional 
funds for Maple Terrace.  Proposed improvements 
include upgrades to the road and sidewalk surfaces, 
upgrades to the storm water drainage and sanitary 
sewer systems, and replacement of water lines.

The Department intends to apply for a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant due by March 25.  
Residents are encouraged to attend any of the up-
coming meetings to provide comments and support. 
Refreshments will be provided on the February 21 
meeting date.

For more information, please contact the Com-
munity Development Department at 413-283-2614.

municipally appointed volunteers. The 
members of the Palmer Cultural Coun-
cil are:  Beth Zelazo, Sandra Noonan, 
Donald Blais, Janice Fountain, Jan Mc-
Coy, Judith Bechard, Kathy Scarglia and 
Chris Reim.  

 “It’s the local volunteers who re-
ally make this system work,” said  Mrs. 
Zelazo.  “They make limited resources 
go as far as possible, and they make the 
tough decisions about which projects 
should be supported. Thanks to them, the 
arts, sciences, and humanities are part of 
people’s everyday lives in every commu-
nity across the state.”  

Statewide, more than $5 million will 
be distributed by local cultural councils 
in 2024. Grants will support an enor-
mous range of grassroots activities: con-
certs, exhibitions, radio and video pro-
ductions, field trips for schoolchildren, 
after-school youth programs, writing 
workshops, historical preservation ef-
forts, lectures, First Night celebrations, 
nature and science educa-
tion programs for families 
and town festivals. Nearly 
half of LCC funds support 
educational activities for 
young people. 

In 2022, the Palm-
er Cultural Council con-
ducted a community wide 
survey asking for input on 
what residents wanted to 
see in the form of cultural 

activities.  One hun-
dred eighty eight people 
responded.  According to 

the survey results, the segments of Palm-
er population that the Council should 
reach out to when reviewing grant ap-
plications were seniors, families, youth, 
teens, people with disabilities, low in-
come, and homebound.  Our priorities 
when awarding grant funds to applicants 
should be events that appeal to the entire 
community, nature and science, local his-
tory and culture, art education in schools, 
and field trips.  Using the information 
provided from the survey, the Palmer 
Cultural Council awarded five grants for 
field trips or in-school programs to Old 
Mill Pond, three grants for field trips for 
students at Palmer High School, three 
grants for community events, one grant 
to the Council on Aging and one grant 
for preschool music and art in the park.  

The Palmer Cultural Council will 
seek applications again in the fall for 
2025. For guidelines and complete infor-
mation on the Palmer Cultural Council, 
contact palmerculturalcouncil@gmail.

com.  Applications and more informa-
tion about the Local Cultural Council 
Program are available online at www.
massculturalcouncil.org

This year’s grants include: 

$450 Fanfare Brass Christmas Sing 
Along at St. Paul Universalist/Unitarian 
Church

$260 Common Threads in the Cloth 
of Humanity – Old Mill Pond

$1,790 Field Trip to the Worcester 
Ecotarium – Old Mill Pond

$1,096 Field Trip to Old Sturbridge 
Village – Old Mill Pond

$500 World Tour of Virtual Adven-
tures – Old Mill Pond

$1,000 Light Up Palmer – Down-

town Community Christmas Celebration
$1,250 Field Trip to Hanover The-

ater A Christmas Carol – Palmer High 
School

$600 Field Trip to Worcester Brave-
hearts:  Baseball in Education Days – 
Palmer High School

$3,838 8th Grade Field Trip to 
Washington, DC – Palmer High School

$300 Palmer/Monson Family Net-
work – Art and Music in the Park 

$5,436 5th Grade Ecology School 
Trip  to Saco ME – Old Mill Pond

$300 Name That TV Theme Song – 
Council on Aging

$300 Mister G’s Multicultural Con-
cert – Workshop 13

Dinner to aid “The Kids 
in The Congo” to be held 
on March 2

PALMER — A Pasta and Meat-
ball dinner  to benefit the Kids In the 
Congo non-profit organization will 
be held in Palmer on Sat., March 2,  
at 5:30 p.m.  Kids in The Congo is a 
local group that works in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo to build 
and furnish classrooms for Congo-
lese children. It is also engaged in 
farm animal and well building proj-
ects. The Pasta & Meatball dinner 
will be hosted by St. Paul’s Church 
of Palmer.

Kids In The Congo is based 
in Fiskdale Massachusetts, it is a 
non-profit organization which pro-
vides educational support to children 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

In addition, they have provided 
school sponsorships, uniforms, back-
packs and school supplies.

They also raise money to build 
classrooms, purchase school furnish-
ings and establish libraries. Another 
current project is the ‘Farm Animal 
Project’. 

A future project will entail drink-
ing well creation for two nearby vil-
lages.  Lynne Brouilette of Fiskdale, 
the organization’s president, has tak-
en various trips to the Congo. Board 
members and other volunteers are 
located in Western and Central Mas-
sachusetts.

Kids in the Congo is partnered 
with the Augustinians of the Assump-
tion (Assumptionists), a religious or-
der with priests and brothers working 
in parishes throughout Congo. To 
learn more about the organization see 
their website www.KidsInTheCongo.
org   

The Democratic Republic of 

the Congo with a population of 112 
million people  is one of the poor-
est and most dangerous countries in 
the world. In a report by the Global 
Conflict tracker “the  DRC is home 
to nearly 7 million people who have 
been internally displaced due to the 
threat of violence and atrocities, ex-
treme poverty, and mining expansion. 
The displaced population urgently 
needs security support, medical aid, 
and other humanitarian aid.” Since 
1996, conflict in eastern DRC has led 
to approximately six million deaths.

Fr. Salvator Musande, who is 
one of the cofounders of Kids In the 
Congo had this to say about the im-
portance of education in Congo, “the 
education of Congo’s young people is 
the key to lifting Congo out of pover-
ty. Education opens doors for the stu-
dent, his/her family, their village and 
eventually the broader community. It 
brings hope where otherwise, there is 
only a bleak existence.”

According to Rev. Steven Sousa, 
minister of the dinner’s host St. Paul’s 
Church,   “The overarching purpose 

of the dinner is to benefit an import-
ant local non-profit organization that 
is helping children in one of the most 
impoverished and dangerous areas of 
the world.  We can make a small yet 
significant impact  in people’s lives, 
who may live a continent away, yet 
are an intimate part of our human 
family.”  

Tickets for the Kids In the Congo 
dinner are only available in advance 
by calling 413 283-8185, or at www.
StPaulsPalmer.org ‘Events’ page. 
Ticket prices are $15. Per person, $25. 
per family, children are free. The din-
ner begins at 5:30 with hors d’oeuvres 
served before the meal.  A presenta-
tion by Lynn Brouilette of the Kids In 
the Congo, will follow the meal.

 
About St. Paul’s

Church of Palmer:
Since 1937, St. Paul’s has faith-

fully served the greater Palmer com-
munity through various outreach and 
spiritual avenues.  At its heart is the 
message of grace, acceptance, and 
love. 

 St. Paul’s of Palmer hosts a 
fundraising Pasta Dinner

New legislation 
for survivors of 
spousal abuse

BOSTON— In a significant stride toward 
defending survivors of spousal abuse, State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (Hampden, Hampshire & Worces-
ter District) filed new legislation titled “An Act to 
Protect Survivors of Spousal Abuse from Alimony 
Liability.” The bill aims to provide a safeguard for 
individuals who have experienced abuse within a 
marriage and prevent them from having to make 
alimony payments after separation. 

“This legislation’s core purpose is to protect 
survivors of abuse. It is unconscionable to me that 
a survivor of spousal abuse, who had the courage 
to get away from an abusive partner, should have 
to be reminded of that abuse and continue to pay 
for it once the marriage is over.” said Oliveira. 

According to Oliveira, the legislation intro-
duces crucial changes to existing statutes that en-
sure survivors of spousal abuse are not burdened 
by alimony liability to an abusive partner once 
the relationship is ended. The legislation com-
prehensively defines what constitutes an “abu-
sive spouse” and “abuse” to include physical 
harm, inducing fear of imminent serious physi-
cal harm, and engaging a spouse involuntarily in 
sexual relations through force, threat, or duress.  
By amending various sections of Chapter 208 and 
Chapter 209A of the General Laws, the proposed 
act explicitly states that the court shall decline al-
imony to a spouse convicted of abuse. If enacted 
into law, the legislation will also empower spous-
es who have previously paid alimony to a partner 
with a conviction of abuse to file a petition with the 
court to terminate the alimony. 

Under the new law, the court may also recon-
sider previous alimony contracts and terminate 
them in the case of a domestic conviction by a 
spouse. Additionally, the legislation includes mea-
sures to eliminate language that may undermine 
the severity of abuse.  

The proposed legislation will take effect upon 
passage, pending approval by the Legislature. 

in the library’s Community Room. As both unions 
are branches of the Department of Developmental 
Services, the event drew a number of state and mu-
nicipal employees.

“A lot of our folks were interested in talking to 
the retirement board,” Stackhouse said. “They’re of 
the older generation, so a lot of them aren’t com-
puter savvy. We thought by having this here, in a 
general area, this would be a great way to get the 
two locals together, for them to come and get some 
information.”

The speaker at the event was Ed Keefe, who 
talked about the process to apply for insurance with 
social security. The unions also had a representative 
from Aflac, which offers a discount to members of 

their unions.
For more 

events being held at 
the library, you can 
go to palmerlibrary.
org.

LIBRARY  ❙  from page 1

GRANTS  ❙  from page 1
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Viewpoints

My husband gave me a bouquet of 
roses on the first Valentine’s Day we 
spent together.  

They were beautiful in the vase, but 
I felt bad that he had spent the money he 
did for the gift. Being in the business, I 
told him how much roses are marked up 
because of the holiday.  

It’s a supply and demand thing most-
ly, and tradition to give them of course, 
but wouldn’t it be nice if we received a 
gift that kept on giving? One solution 
would be to preorder your sweetheart a 
rose bush through a mail-order nursery.  

What excitement it will bring when 
it arrives in springtime, and then imag-
ine the delight when it blooms year after 
year. If your in-
terest is piqued, 
then read on 
to learn about 
proper planting 
techniques and 
basic rose cul-
ture, so that you 
(or your sweet-
heart!) will be a 
successful rose 
grower.

Rose bush-
es will be shipped once it is deemed safe 
from freezing temperatures. In my expe-
rience, mail-order roses can arrive any-
where from the end of April through the 
end of May.  

First off, unpack the rose and soak 
its roots in room temperature water for 
at least one hour (and up to twelve). This 
is necessary to rehydrate roots that may 
have dried out in the shipping process.   

Once rehydrated, the rose is ready 
for a quick pruning. Carefully snip back 
any broken or crossing canes.  

A rose bush 8-12” tall at planting 
will start out nice and bushy. If you need 
to trim back canes that are longer than 
that, prune back to an out-facing bud, 
that way growth will be directed out and 
not towards the plant’s center.

Consider placement carefully. To 
bloom their best, roses need, at the very 
least, six hours of sunshine.  

Morning sun is preferred, so that 
dewy foliage will dry quickly, dimin-
ishing the chances of foliar disease such 
as black spot or powdery mildew. Soil 
should drain well and be rich in nutrients 
or amended to that end.

The planting hole should be pre-
pared while the rose bush is soaking. Dig 
a hole about twice the diameter of the 
plant’s roots, roughly one and a half feet 
by one and a half feet.  

As long as the soil removed from 
the hole is decent, in other words, not all 
sand or clay, 50% of it can be mixed with 
well-rotted manure (fresh will burn!) or 
cured compost, and used as back fill. 
First, take a small amount of the mixture 
and make a mound in 
the hole for the plant to 
sit on and the roots to 
spread down.  

In our locale, and 
anywhere that tempera-
tures dip below 0°F, the 
graft union (the bump at 
the plants base), if there 
is one, should be plant-
ed two inches below the 
soil surface. With that 

in mind, position the rose on the mound 
at the proper depth and begin to refill 
the hole with soil, a third of the hole at a 
time, firming as you go.

Once the rose bush has been planted, 
water it well at the base of the plant (a 
couple gallons at least). If you find that 
the water isn’t sinking in, but running 
away, dam up a couple inches of soil 
about a foot away from the base of the 
plant to act like a basin.  

Water is crucial at this stage; never 
let a newly planted rose dry out. A three 
inch layer of bark mulch or cocoa bean 
hulls can be applied around the rose to 
reduce moisture loss and discourage 
weed competition.  

Avoid fer-
tilizing until the 
rose has broken 
dormancy and is 
growing vigor-
ously. Use half 
strength fertil-
izer and only do 
so until mid-July 
so that succulent 
growth will have 
a chance to hard-
en before cold 

weather hits.  
This way your rose will be less 

prone to winter kill.  I do not provide any 
winter cover for my roses.  

There will likely be a few branch 
tips that suffer winter kill regardless. 
Those I prune back in springtime when 
the roses start to leaf out.  

I prune just past the damage, at a 
leaf bud. Besides that, and general shap-
ing, the only other pruning I do is dead-
heading. 

Spent blooms should be removed 
from rose bushes to direct energy away 
from seed production and back to flower 
production. Where the cut is made de-
pends on the type of rose that you have.

Over the last decade, tremendous 
gains have been made in rose breeding, 
resulting rose bushes that blend well 
into landscape plantings and require less 
maintenance for the homeowner. I still 
enjoy my heirlooms, and grow the Rugo-
sa to remind me of the beach.  

Still others prefer climbers or hybrid 
teas. Whatever your sweetheart may fan-
cy, indulge this Valentine’s Day in a gift 
that will keep on giving!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Spare the vase this Valentine’s Day

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

Will my WEP 
reduction go 
away if I continue 
working?
Dear Rusty

I’m 63 years old and have not yet started 
my Social Security. 

I now work for the State of Illinois and 
will draw a pension from that state’s university 
system. I don’t pay into Social Security from 
this position and, as a result, my Social Secu-
rity payment will be reduced. But I have also 
worked elsewhere and contributed to Social 
Security for 26 years. 

If I retire from the state university and be-
gin drawing my reduced Social Security pay-
ment and then work in a different job, which 
does contribute to SS, will the reduction to my 
Social Security payment ever be eliminated? 
Or will I be permanently stuck with the smaller 
Social Security payment? 

Signed Curious Educator 

Dear Curious 
A rule called the Windfall Elimination 

Provision will apply to your Social Security 
benefit because your Illinois state pension was 
earned without paying into the Social Security 
program. The basic rule is that anyone with a 
pension earned without contributing to Social 
Security and who is also entitled to Social Se-
curity benefits, is subject to WEP, which re-
duces that person’s Social Security retirement 
benefit. It’s a law enacted many years ago to 
equalize how SS benefits are paid to all Social 
Security beneficiaries. 

However, the WEP rules also provide re-
lief for those who have only a small non-cov-
ered pension and for those who have separately 
contributed to Social Security for a lot of years. 
For example:

The WEP reduction to your SS benefit 
cannot be more than 50% of your non-covered 
(IL) pension

The WEP reduction is smaller for each 
year over 20 years contributing to Social Secu-
rity from substantial earnings

WEP does not apply to those who have at 
least 30 years contributing to SS from substan-
tial earnings 

Although you could retire at 63 and col-
lect your pension from the university and also 
collect your WEP-reduced Social Security, you 
have something else to consider if you take an-
other job, which pays into Social Security. 

Social Security has an annual “earnings 
test” for those who collect benefits before their 
Full Retirement Age. The earnings test limits 
how much you can earn while collecting early 
SS before they take away some of your bene-
fits. The earnings limit for 2024 is $22,320 and, 
if that is exceeded, you will lose $1 in benefits 
for every $2 you are over the limit. 

If your work earnings substantially exceed 
the earnings limit, you would likely be tempo-
rarily ineligible to receive Social Security ben-
efits. FYI, the earnings test no longer applies 
once you reach your full retirement age, which 
for you is 67.  

Without knowing your expected income 
from a new job, I can’t say how much of your 
SS you would be able to receive, but you can 
use this as a guide: Social Security will take 
away benefits equal to half of what you exceed 
the annual earnings limit by and they typically 
recover by withholding future benefits. 

If 12 months or more of benefits are with-
held, you will be temporarily ineligible to re-
ceive benefits until your earnings are less or 
you reach your full retirement age, the earn-
ings test no longer applies once you reach your 
FRA. So, depending on your expected annual 
work earnings, you may wish to defer claiming 
your Social Security until you either earn less 
or reach 67 years of age.  

If you already have 26 years contributing 
to Social Security from “substantial earnings,” 
your WEP reduction will already be mitigated 
and any additional years of substantial earnings 
from which SS payroll taxes are deducted will 
result in an even smaller WEP reduction. 

If you can achieve 30 years of SS contri-
butions from substantial work earnings, WEP 
will no longer apply. So, you may not be “stuck 
with” the WEP reduction permanently, but you 
will need to contact Social Security to request 
that your WEP reduction amount be reviewed 
in light of any additional years of SS-covered 
earnings. This should be done after you submit 
your income taxes each year you have addition-
al SS-covered earnings. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

inthe
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Life Together
James Baldwin wrote: “I imagine the reason so 

many people cling to their hate, is because, if they had 
to let it go, they would have to deal with their pain.”

February is Black History Month. For some when 
reminded they say, “been there done that, they had their 
chance.” Some states erase Black History lest it offend 
others. 

Hateful rhetoric and acts of violence are born in 
pain, a pain ignored, buried, not allowed to be pro-
cessed or healed. This pain, this trauma, is not an ex-
cuse for bad behavior; we are held accountable. 

But, if we could find a way to meet “the other” 
whom we fear or fail to understand, we might break 
through the violence which creates fear and division. If 
we could break through the pain, we might find we have 
a lot in common.

When such pain dominates the thinking and feeling 
of a person, they will look for a scapegoat to blame and 
eliminate.

People of color, Jews, people of various sexual ori-
entation, mentally ill people, and many developmental-
ly delayed youth, are victims of this abuse born in pain.

What pain have you had which may have moved 
you to fear, judgment of others, and hate? How are you 
dealing with your pain? 

Some self-medicate and live with addiction, which 
fosters anger and abuse. Some refuse to acknowledge 
their pain so are unavailable for a relationship. Some 
just say it is what it is and do not control their anger. 

Many damaged individuals will find others with 
whom they can bond in their common pain and hate; 
remember the neo-Nazis in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
“Jews will not replace us”.

Many young male school shooters are identified 
as disturbed, traumatized, and clearly dangerous, af-
ter-the-fact of the massacre. Again, he needs to be held 
accountable, and or his parents who aided him in prepa-
ration for such a violent act.

Yet, what if we could get to him before he acted 
out?  One young man pleaded with his parents to get 
him a doctor and asked for help, and they laughed him 
off and said, “deal with it”.

What pain are the parents failing to deal with that 
they would reject help for their son?

We cannot erase our common history; black or 
white, or whatever ethnic context. The beginning of 
change, renewal, and transformation, begins with me, 
with you, dealing with our pain, so we do not project it 
on others and hate or hurt them.

Black History Month is an opportunity to face his-
tory and ourselves. 

I too imagine the reason many cling to our, their, 
hate, is because, if they let it go, they would have to deal 
with our, their, pain.

Rev. Dr. Randy Wilburn
Minister, Therapist, Consultant

Life Together is written by Rev. Dr. Randall K. Wil-
burn. With over 54 years as a parish minister, Wilburn 
is also an experienced marriage and family counselor. 
Life Together will deal with topics such as stress, grief, 
anxiety, healing and hope. 
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biggest part of it is. Now, next time they see me, they 
can say, ‘now I know who you are and where I can find 
you.’”

These statements were echoed by fellow teacher 
Barbara Choiniere.

“It’s not like a parent/teacher conference,” Cho-
iniere said. “It’s like this is what we teach, these are 
the expectations, so they know ‘My kid needs a note-
book for this class,’ or, ‘I have to have my Chromebook 
charged every day,’ (and) those kinds of expectations.”

Another teacher, Erik Brennan, added that the 
teachers often take this opportunity to check in with 
parents afterwards, either to answer questions, address 
concerns or just to touch base.

As the teachers readily awaited people to sit in 
their classrooms, they all agreed that the opportunity 
to meet the parents is a great way to connect with the 
students and their families.

“It’s nice to see the parents and guardians and stu-
dents here,” said Math Teacher Brittany North. “It’s 
nice to get to talk to them about what their student does 
every day.”

North said she liked to see that the parents were 
very engaged and curious about their student’s studies.

“It’s usually very pleasant,” Choiniere said. “I’ve 
never had a parent who didn’t respond well to my feed-
back and interest in their child.”

Brennan and Choiniere shared that though much of 
their interaction with parents is done over email, there’s 
a personal touch that comes only through meeting in 
person.

“It’s always helpful, in that regard, to have that 
face-to-face interaction,” Brennan said, describing the 
relationship between parents and teachers as “neces-
sary.”

“It’s necessary to have that kind of interaction so 
they can see the people that are talking to them,” Bren-
nan said, “because you can be on the phone or whatev-
er, but if you don’t have that face-to-face interaction, it 
doesn’t really help.”

“It breaks down the barriers between home and 
school,” Brennan continued, “which is what we need.”

The Journal Register encourages read-
ers to contact event coordinators and or-
ganizers for updated event times. Have an 
event to promote? Email the information (in 
sentence form and as a Word doc or plain 
email text – no PDFs or flyers, please – to 
pressreleases@turley.com.

UPCOMING
The Town of Palmer will be having 

early presidential voting on Saturday, Feb. 
24, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Monday, Feb. 26, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Tuesday, Feb. 27 
through Thursday, Feb. 29, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. At the Town Clerk’s office, 
4417 Main St.

Tickets for the 25th annual Second 
Chance Dinner Auction are now available 
for purchase. This significant fundraising 
event marks the kickoff of Second Chance’s 
yearlong 25th-anniversary celebration, 
promising an evening of philanthropy and 
joy to benefit homeless shelter pets in need 

of veterinary care. The event is scheduled 
for Saturday, March 23, at the La Salle 
Reception Center in Southbridge. For in-
dividuals interested in sponsoring, donat-
ing items, or attending the event, complete 
information and tickets can be found at 
http://www.secondchanceanimals.org/din-
ner-auction.

ONGOING
The Swift River Sportsman’s Club, 350 

Cold Spring Road, is announcing their Fri-
day fish fry is returning on Fridays, starting 
Feb. 16 and running through April 5. Prices 
range from $14 for fish and chips to $18 for 
a fish, shrimp and chip combo. Clam Chow-
der will also be available. Come out and en-
joy one of the best fish dinners in the area 
with generous portions. For more informa-
tion, please call the club at 413-323-9387.

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 p.m. 

daily at the Holland Public Library, 23 Stur-
bridge Road to learn or practice different 
crafts. There are new crafts every Wednes-
day. For more information, call 413-245-
3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: Lo-
cated at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature trails 
are open daily until dusk for hiking, snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Trail 
maps can be found in the parking lot. The 
Phillips Sculpture Garden is open year-
round (handouts in box on one of the sign-
posts). For more information call 413-267-
4137, email khm@keephomesteadmuseum.
org or visit keephomesteadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month in the 
Amvets post at 2150 Main St., Three Riv-

ers. The Guild is a no-pressure group with 
varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. 
Dues are $55 a year. For more information, 
contact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 or 
Merry Mombourquette at 283-7577. Follow 
them on Facebook for more.

BINGO IS BACK at Amvets Post 74, 
2150 Main St., Three Rivers, on Mondays. 
The kitchen opens at 4:30 p.m. Early Bird 
starts at 6:25 p.m. Call the Post at 413-283-
4518 for further information.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at 
the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Mon-
son. Rose’s line dancing classes include 
absolute beginners and beginners, and par-
ticipants get to dance to all types of music. 
$10 per class. Please wear comfortable 
footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at Top Floor 

Learning (third floor of the Palmer Library 
at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and open to the 
public. Play available board and card games 
or bring your own. Must be 16 or older 
unless accompanied by an adult. No Reg-
istration Required – just show up! Ques-
tions? Call 283-2329, or 283-3691, or email 
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday-Monday. The center is located on 
Rt 116, at the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff will be 
available for visitors. Coming in January, 
programs will also be offered to highlight 
the Range’s special nature in winter, see the 
park web site for details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday night 
at Memorial Hall with Randy Emerson. 
Free, no registration. Presented by Monson 
Parks & Rec and the Monson Free Library, 

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

PHS  ❙  from page 1

Kaylee Hotchkiss (right) talks to Paul and Monique Shipman and Beverly Cutty. David Morales, Heather Korzen, Heather Santos, and Marc Oldenburg

Erik Brennan and Barbara Choiniere were all smiles for 
the school visitors.

Math teacher Zach Charette (left) posed with history teachers Anne Pouliot and Tom 
Jerard.

Mike and Janessa Surprise visited with Robin Santos.

Melissa Messing, Jennifer Maloney, Jhett and Mickey Chancery-Denis, and Madison 
and Ken Lizak were in attendance at the PHS Open House.

Turley photo by Marcelo Gusmao
Parent and students listen to a presentation.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

jouralregister.turley.com
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Opioids and 
Opioid Rescue 

Training 
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EAST BROOKFIELD—  
Tickets for the 25th annual Second 
Chance Dinner Auction are now 
available for purchase. This signif-
icant fundraising event marks the 
kickoff of Second Chance’s year 
long 25th-anniversary celebration, 
promising an evening of philanthro-
py and joy to benefit homeless shel-

ter pets in need of veterinary care. 
The event is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 23, at the La Salle Reception 
Center in Southbridge.

Animal lovers and advocates 
are invited to make a difference for 
shelter pets by participating in this 
milestone event. The evening com-
mences with a delightful cocktail 

hour at 4 p.m., giving attendees the 
opportunity to peruse and bid on a 
myriad of silent auction items and 
try their luck with exciting raffle 
prizes. The main event will start 
with a dinner at 6 p.m., followed the 
auction. Tickets are $55 per person 
with the option to reserve a table for 
9 for $495.

Lindsay Doray, chief 
development officer, said 
“Our annual dinner auc-
tion serves as a lifeline for 
our shelter pets, ensuring 
they receive the necessary 
veterinary care to embark 
on their new journeys. 
With the challenges we 
anticipate this year, your 
support is more crucial 
than ever.”

The success of the 
event relies on the gener-

osity of sponsors and item donors. 
Second Chance encourages busi-
nesses and individuals to consider 
lending their support by becoming 
a sponsor or contributing items to 
make this event truly impactful. 
The popular event features both 
a silent and live auction featuring 
hundreds of items ranging from gift 
certificates for local businesses and 
restaurants to gift baskets and ev-
erything in between.

Doray said “Our community’s 
commitment to animals through the 
years has been truly heartwarming, 
and we welcome sponsors to join 
us in our mission to ensure that all 
pets can get the second chance they 
deserve. Your support will directly 
contribute to providing shelter pets 
with the medical care they need for 
a brighter future.”

To enhance the auction expe-

rience, a selection of gift cards and 
small, easy-to-ship items will be 
available for advance online bid-
ding March 14 to March 21.

For individuals interested in 
sponsoring, donating items, or at-

tending the event, complete infor-
mation and tickets can be found at 
http://www.secondchanceanimals.
org/dinner-auction.

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

Tickets available for Second Chance fundraiser dinner
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By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent

MONSON—After winning 
their first eight games away from 
the friendly confines of Clifford P. 
Kibbe Gymnasium, the Agawam 
girls’ varsity basketball team hit a 
speed bump in a non-league game 
at Monson High School.  

Led by senior guard Aniah My-
rie and junior forward Olivia Chr-
zan, the Lady Mustangs defeated 
the Brownies, 41-26, before a large 
gathering at Michael J. Kane Gym-
nasium, last Monday night (Jan.29).    

“We just didn’t play very well 
from the opening whistle to the end 
of tonight’s game,” said Agawam 
head coach Tim Murphy. “We’ve 
been shooting the ball very well on 
the road so far this season, but Mon-
son played very well in their home 
gym.”

Agawam (10-4) also didn’t 
play very well in their previous visit 
to Monson, as they lost, 46-25, at 
the beginning of the 2019-20 regu-
lar season. 

While it was their first road 
loss of the 2023-23 regular season, 
the Brownies had already clinched 
a berth in the Division 2 state tour-
nament. 

The Brownies, who were 
ranked 46th in the MIAA Division 
2 power rankings, are also trying to 
qualify for the Western Mass. Class 
A tournament for the first time since 
the postseason tournament format 
was changed three years ago.

“We’ve already qualified for 
the states, but we probably won’t 
finish in the top 32, so tonight’s loss 
isn’t really going to hurt us very 
much in terms of the power rank-
ings,” Murphy added. “Things just 
didn’t go our way tonight.”

The top 32 teams in each of the 
five divisions automatically qual-

ifies for the state tournament. The 
other teams like Agawam, who fin-
ish the regular season with a .500 or 
better record, will also qualify 
for the state tournament. 

Even though the Mus-
tangs had a 5-7 overall record fol-
lowing the 15-point home win, they 
were ranked 13th in the Division 5 

power rankings. 
“We’ve faced a lot of 

Monson scores big win 
over D2 Agawam

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Olivia Chrzan drives toward the hoop.

Chelsea Hull 
looks to 

pass.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Members of the 2023 championship team poses with their coaches, 
including National Small Schools Coach Award winner Eric Degnan.

MONSON – Last Monday 
night, fans of the Agawam-Monson 
girls basketball game were treated to 
a halftime event featuring the rais-
ing of Monson’s latest state cham-
pionship banner to honor the 2023 
girls soccer team. A number of the 
members of that team are also a part 
of the girls basketball program. 

Monson girls soccer won the 
state championship after coming 
up short a year prior. This year, the 
second-seeded Monson girls soccer 
team defeated Whitinsville Chris-

tian of Central Mass. 4-0 for the sec-
ond state championship since coach 
Eric Degnan had taken over the pro-
gram 19 years ago. Degnan retired 
from coaching after the season.

Monson was undefeated in 
2023, with just one tie during the 
regular season against Ludlow, a 
much larger school. The Mustangs 
were perfect in Division 5 and al-
lowed just two goals during the five-
round state tournament. Monson 
also won the Western Mass. tourna-
ment for the third straight season.

Banner raised on 
Mustangs state title

Members of the 2023 Monson High School girls soccer team walk in to 
the high school gymnasium.

The banner is raised on for the Mustangs 2023 Division 5 state championship.

PALMER – With just a few 
games remaining, Belchertown 
boys basketball is still searching 
for a tournament-clinching win. 
The Orioles defeated Palmer 71-65 
last Tuesday evening. The Orioles 
did lose to Tantasqua later in the 
week and are 7-8 with three games 
remaining in the regular season. 
In the win over Palmer, Shea Ma-
cLean led the team with 16 points. 
Cal Orzech had 13 points, Jackson 
Couchon had 11 points and Tyler 
Marino scored 10 points. Palmer is 
10-6 and has qualified for the state 
tournament.

Panthers suffer setback against Orioles

Angel Torres 
eyes an open 

teammate.

Dylan Doherty tries to grab a rebound. Taydem Haley goes for the open layup.

Andrew Menard lifts a three-point attempt in the air. Stephen Fredette sends a short floater toward the basket.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Only three of the 
twelve players listed on the Path-
finder Tech girls’ varsity basketball 
roster have ever experienced playing 
in a postseason tournament game.

The Lady Pioneers moved a 
step closer to clinching a berth in 
the 2024 Division 5 state tourna-
ment with a 49-22 home victory 
over Tri-County North League rival 
Gateway, last Tuesday night.  

“One of our goals every year 

is to make the postseason tourna-
ment. We just need two more wins 
to qualify for the state tournament,” 
said Pathfinder Tech head coach 
Kevin Aldrich. “We’re also current-
ly sitting in fourth place in the small 
school vocational tournament stand-
ings. This game counted towards 
that record. We haven’t made the 
vocational tournament since 2019. 
It would be great if we could qualify 
for that tournament as well. Any-
time that you can play extra games, 

Pathfinder girls close in 
on tourney spot

BASKETBALL

PATHFINDER   ❙   page 8

MONSON  ❙   page 8



February 8, 2024    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTERPAGE 8

Correction
In the Jan. 18 edition 

of the Journal Register, an 
18-point performance in 
a Monson girls basketball 
game against South Hadley 
was attributed to the wrong 
player. The correct player 
was Aniah Myrie.

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Athlete of the Week
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especially with a younger team, it’s 
invaluable.”   

Pathfinder Tech, who had an 8-5 
overall record following the home 
victory, were ranked 33rd in the MIAA 
Division 5 power rankings. They can 
automatically earn a berth in the Di-
vision 5 state tournament for the first 
time in two years by winning two of 
their remaining six regular season 
games. They’ll also qualify by finish-
ing in the top 32.  

Two years ago, the Lady Pio-

neers entered the inaugural Division 
5 state tournament as the 48th seeded 
and lost to 17th-seeded Georgetown in 
a preliminary round road game. 

During the past twenty years, 
they’ve only played one postseason 
home game, which took place in 
2019. The Lady Pioneers squeaked 
out a 28-27 home win over St. Mary’s 
of Westfield in a Western Mass. Divi-
sion 4 tournament game before losing 
at top-seeded Monson on the road two 
days later.

The Lady Pioneers probably 
won’t be one of the eight teams com-

peting in the Western Mass. Class C 
tournament.

Two of the current Lady Pio-
neers players, who were members 
of the 2021-22 varsity squad are se-
niors Victoria Stephens, who scored 
a game-high 10 points in the game 
against the Gateway Gators (4-7), 
and Brianna Beynor, who contributed 
eight points. 

“Our two seniors normally play a 
lot of minutes, but our younger play-
ers are learning from them,” Aldrich 
said. “They’ve been our team leaders 
this season.”   

Beynor has been a member of the 
varsity basketball team since she was 
a freshman. 

Junior Greenly Lagimoniere (9 
points) was also a member of the team 
two years ago. 

One of the Lady Pioneers young-
er players is junior Addison Doktor, 
who scored all six of her points be-
fore halftime. She also pulled down a 
team-leading 11 rebounds. 

Another underclassman is soph-
omore Desiree Croteau, who hit a 
jumper from the right corner making 
the score 9-0 with five minutes left in 

the first quarter. It was her only points 
of the contest, but she was credited 
with five steals.

“Desiree has a very high basket-
ball IQ,” Aldrich said. “She played 
very well defensively in tonight’s 
game.”

The Lady Pioneers were leading 
16-2 at the end of the first quarter and 
they never looked back after that.

Freshman Ciara Green (4 points) 
and Doktor combined to score eight 
points during the second quarter, as 
the Lady Pioneers built a command-
ing 30-7 halftime lead.

Pathfinder Tech scored the first 
ten points of the third quarter and led 
by as many as 35 points during the 
second half. 

The other Pathfinder girls’ bas-
ketball players are freshman Megan 
Clark (8 points), freshman Taylor 
Allen (2 points), sophomore Cassan-
dra Nykiel, junior Althea Jewell, and 
sophomore Jinx Ripley. 

Freshman Hannah Mellor is also 
a member of the girls’ basketball 
team, but she’s sidelined with an in-
jury. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial
Elks League

PALMER – The Tuesday 
Night Commercial Elks League 
finished up the month of January 
this past Tuesday, Jan. 30.

In one match, Team BK 
bowled against Life is Good. In 
game one, Life is Good defeated 
Team BK by a score of 388-341. 
Paul Cyr of Life is Good started 
off the evening with a 113. In game 
two, Life is Good won again by a 
score of 376-346. Paul Cyr contin-
ued breaking 100 with a 104. 

In game three, Team BK won 
the last game by a score of 379-
376. Jeff Whyte of Team BK led 
his team to victory by finishing his 
evening with a 107 game. 

Life is Good won total pinfall 
by a final score of 1140-1066. 

Another match was between 
Acres and Blue B’s. In game one, 
Acres won the first game 370-338. 
In game two, the Blue B’s turned 
things around and had a big victo-
ry over Acres, 408-352. In game 
three, Acres won the last game 
387-374. Matt Bertelli of Acres 
finished the evening with a 106 

game. 
The Blue B’s won total pinfall 

by a final score of 1120-1109. 
The winners of round one, 

Compression, bowled against 
Last in Line. In game one, Last 
in Line was victorious over Com-
pression by a score of 389-351. In 
game two, Compression and Last 
in Line were in a close game, but 
Compression came out victorious 
394-387. Jason Dominick of Com-
pression led the team with a good 
game, 120. 

In game three, Last in Line 
won the last game of the evening, 
328-326. Last in Line won total 
pinfall by a final score of 1104-
1071.

The Champs R Here bowled 
against their average and won all 
three games. Their team scores 
were 365 in game one, 414 in game 
two and 385 in game three. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
The winners of the first round, 

Team Six bowled against Team 
Four. 

In game one, Team Six won 
the first game 404-393. In game 
two, Team Six won again 421-393. 
Dan Mahoney of Team Six had a 
good game bowling a 111. In game 
three, Team Four won the last 

game, 402-392. 
Team Six won total pinfall by 

a final score of 1217-1188.
Team One bowled against 

Team Three. In game one, Team 
One edged out Team Three by 
one pin, 399-398. In game two, 
another close game between both 
teams, but Team One wins again, 
394-390. In game three, Team One 
wins again for a three-game sweep, 
410-378. 

Total pinfall went to Team 
One, 1203-1166. 

Team Five bowled against 
Team Two. In game one, Team 
Two won the first game 427-410. 
Danny Fennyery of Team Two led 
the team with an opening game of 
126. In game two, Team Five won 
the second game 419-397. 

In game three, Team Five won 
the last game of the evening 473-
409. Mike Wadas of Team Five, 
who is a new reader of the league 
news, finished strong with a final 
game of 125. His teammate, Joe 
Danek had a strong finish by bowl-
ing a 110. 

Team Five won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1302-1233. 

Visit Diamond Junction Bowl-
ing Lanes at 1446 North Main St. 
The alleys can be reached by call-
ing 413-289-0013. 

Hurricanes 
qualify for
tournament

AMHERST – The 
Amherst Regional High 
School ice hockey team, 
which co-ops with Path-
finder Regional, defeated 
Taconic 3-1 last Wednes-
day night in Pittsfield. The 
Hurricanes are now 11-4-
1 on the season and have 
already qualified for the 
state tournament.

There are just three 
games remaining in the 
regular season as the 
Hurricanes both try to 
be among the top teams 
in Class B to enter the 
Western Mass. tourna-
ment. Amherst also hopes 
to raise its ranking in the 
state tournament so it can 
host a state tournament 
game or two.

The Hurricanes re-
maining games will 
be against Ludlow, 
Easthampton, and Suff-
ield, CT.

The playoffs will be-
gin toward the end of the 
month, beginning with the 
sectional tournament.

Candlepin League News

Victoria Stephens
Pathfinder Regional

In a big win over Gateway last week, Ste-
phens would led Pathfinder with 10 points 
in the game.
To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. 
Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

HARTFORD, CT – The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (21-19-3-2) went on 
two separate runs of three straight goals 
to defeat the Hartford Wolf Pack (23-
13-5-0) by a final score of 6-3 on Satur-
day night inside the XL Center.

While the scuffling Springfield 
power play would not get the credit 
for the game's opening goal, they were 
responsible for the offensive posses-
sion that led to it. Jakub Vrana found 
his way to a soft space at the top of the 
right circle, where Hugh McGing locat-
ed him for a one-time blast past Dylan 
Garand's glove at 9:05. Vrana's seventh 
goal of the season made it 1-0, and the 
T-Birds offense was far from finished.

Just 1:54 after Vrana's tally, a mis-
play of the puck in neutral ice sprung 
Ryan Suzuki on a clean breakaway. Su-
zuki perfectly picked the lower corner 
over Garand's blocker, making it 2-0 at 
10:59. 

Then it was Vrana's turn to join the 
breakaway game, as he, too, beat Ga-
rand on the stick side off a stretch pass 
from Mikhail Abramov, making it 3-0 
at 13:59.

Brennan Othmann took it upon 
himself to give his team a spark, as 

the Wolf Pack rookie dropped the 
mitts with ex-Hartford blueliner Wyatt 
Kalynuk at 16:40 of the first. Kaly-
nuk, unfortunately, received a game 
misconduct for removing his elbow 
pads prior to the fight. Just 24 seconds 
later, the scrap paid dividends for the 
Pack as Alex Belzile crashed the paint 
and cashed in with a backhand poke 
through Malcolm Subban to make it a 
3-1 score after 20 minutes. Subban was 
flawless in turning aside 14 of 15 Wolf 
Pack shots in the first.

As the second began, it became 
evident that Othmann's fight lit a spark 
in the Hartford bench. Just 55 seconds 
into period two, Ryder Korczak found a 
loose puck in a four-man scrum outside 
the blue paint and found Brandon Scan-
lin for a one-time shot through Subban 
to make it a 3-2 game. 

Then at 2:46, Korczak was in the 
middle of things again, driving a puck 
to the net, where towering Matt Rem-
pe rammed home the rebound, getting 
Hartford back to even in not even six 
minutes of game action.

Springfield utilized its timeout and 
was able to stabilize defensively. With 

Disciplined game nets win 
for T-Birds
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Victoria Stephens rushes to the hoop. Desiree Croteau overcomes a block to 
shoot.

Taylor Allen heads down the court to start 
a play.

Greenly Lagimoniere looks to drive to the 
hoop.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Addison Doktor makes the free throw.

T-BIRDS   ❙   page 9

higher division teams this year,” 
said first-year Monson head 
coach Walt Jackson. “This win 
should help us in the power rank-
ings.”   

Monson and Hoosac Valley 
are the only Division 5 teams 
who are members of the Subur-
ban League.  The other five Sub-
urban League teams are either in 
Division 2,3, or 4.  

Chrzan scored 14 of her 
game-high 22 points during the 
second half. She also dominated 
defensively.

“Coaching a talented basket-
ball player like Olivia is a trea-
sure,” Jackson said. “I’m teach-
ing her some new skills, but I’m 
also learning things from her as 
well.”    

Chrzan and Myrie (14 
points) combined to score 36 
points against the Brownies. 
Freshman guard Chelsea Hull 
scored the other five points for 
the home team. 

Chrzan also achieved a mile-
stone. She became Monson’s 
All-Time leading girl’s scorer 
with 1,362 career points moving 
past Angie Arbour (1,352 career 
points) who graduated in 1993. 

Chrzan is now chasing Mike 
Sweeney, who’s currently the 
school’s all-time leading scorer 
with 1,456 points. Chrzan and 
Sweeney, who has held the All-
Time scoring record since 1981, 
are cousins.       

“My next goal is to become 
the school’s all-time leading scor-
er,” said Chrzan after she scored 
her 1,000 career point as a soph-
omore. “If it ever does happen, 
I’m hoping that my cousin will be 

able to come to that game.”  
Chrzan made three free 

throws and a hit short jumper 
during the first eight minutes of 
last Monday’s game. Myrie also 
scored an inside hoop following 
a steal, which helped the Lady 
Mustangs build a 7-3 lead enter-
ing the second stanza.

The Brownies only points of 
the first quarter was a 3-pointer 
by junior guard Marlee Montag-
na (team-leading 6 points).

With 2:15 remaining in the 
second quarter, Hull buried a 
3-pointer from the right side giv-
ing her team a 16-8 advantage.

It was the Lady Mustangs fi-
nal points of the opening half. 

Agawam came storming 
back with back-to-back in-
side hoops from junior center 
Mia Canavan (4 points) and ju-
nior forward Emma LaCaresse 
(2 points). Another Montagna 
3-pointer closed the gap to 16-15 
at halftime.

The Lady Mustangs head 
coach wasn’t very happy heading 
into the locker room.  

“I just told the girls at half-
time that we needed to play bet-
ter basketball in the second half,” 
Jackson said. “We responded and 
we played much better at the start 
of the third quarter. 

The Lady Mustangs built a 
double digit lead (29-17) with the 
help of a 13-2 run during the first 
four minutes of the third quarter. 
Myrie scored six of those points 
with the help of two 3-pointers. 
Chrzan added five points, and 
Hull hit a jumper in the lane.

Chrzan scored seven more 
points during the fourth quar-

ter and Myrie buried another 
3-pointer, as the Lady Mustangs 
celebrated their fourth home win 
of the regular season.

Aniah Myrie crosses midcourt.

Delianah Wolf sends a pass to-
ward the corner of the court.

Emily Provost goes after the 
opening tipoff.

MONSON  ❙  from page 7
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DEATH NOTICES

O B I T U A R I E S

PALMER—Elizabeth “Bet-
ty” L. (Zabik) Morrison, 92, 
a lifelong resident of Palmer, 
passed away on Feb. 4, 2024, 
at Baystate Wing Hospital with 
family by her side. She was born 
on June 10, 1931, in Palmer, 
MA, daughter of John and Eliz-
abeth (Tenczar) Zabik. She was 
the loving wife of William “Bill” 
Morrison for 69 years until his 
passing last year. She began her 
working career as a secretary at 
Better Brushes, then spent over 
30 years as an executive admin-
istrative assistant at Tambrands 
until her retirement. Betty was a 
lifelong member of Divine Mer-
cy Parish in Three Rivers and 
participated weekly in the Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
She worked the Palmer election 
polls for many years and was a 

member of the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary at Bay-
state Wing Hospital, 
where she was on the 
Board of Directors and 
did the financials for 
the gift shop. She also 
enjoyed quilting with 
the Quaboag Valley 
Quilters Guild. She 
will be greatly missed 
by her children, Pamela Have-
les and her husband, Robert, 
and John Morrison and his wife, 
Shannon, all of Palmer, as well 
as her sister, Carol Doyle and her 
husband, Jack, of Monson. Betty 
also leaves seven grandchildren: 
Joshua Haveles of Framingham; 
Andrew Haveles of Stillwater, 
MN; Kayla Hopper of Palmer; 
Katie Morrison-O’Day of Mill-
bury; and John, Mia, and Lily 

Morrison, all of Palm-
er, as well as seven 
great-grandchildren. 
Her grandchildren 
and great-grandchil-
dren were the light of 
her life and she was 
a huge part of their 
lives. Visitation will 
be held Monday, Feb. 
12, 2024, from 8:30 

a.m. - 9:30 a.m. at the at the 
Beers & Story Palmer Funeral 
Home, followed by a Funeral 
Mass at 10 a.m. at Divine Mercy 
Parish. The burial will follow in 
Sts. Peter & Paul Cemetery. For 
those wishing, donations may be 
made to Divine Mercy Parish or 
Women’s Auxiliary at Baystate 
Wing Hospital. For more infor-
mation, please visitwww.beer-
sandstory.com

Elizabeth “Betty” L. (Zabik) Morrison

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

just under seven minutes left in the 
period, rookie Zach Dean came up 
with his signature play of the sea-
son. The rookie centerman beauti-
fully toe-dragged the puck from the 
left circle to walk around a defend-
er before elevating a backhand shot 
over Garand's glove at 13:47, giv-
ing Springfield the lead back at 4-3 
on his first goal in 13 games.

Springfield's well-disciplined 
night carried through all 60 minutes, 
as the T-Birds did not allow Hart-
ford's fourth-ranked power play any 
chances all evening. At 7:54 of the 
third period, captain Matthew Peca 
added to the lead again with a wrist 
shot that ricocheted off Garand high 
into the air and bounced over the 
goal line to make it 5-3. 

The insurance goal proved to 
be more than enough, as the Wolf 
Pack could not find a way to get 
one through Subban and the defen-
sive front of the T-Birds. Will Bitten 
added his 10th of the season into an 
empty net at 18:08 with McGing 
tallying a third assist on the game's 
final goal.

The T-Birds get the All-Star 
break to get rest before their next 
contest on Saturday, Feb. 10 for Ice-
O-Topes Night at the MassMutual 
Center against the Hershey Bears. 
Puck drop is set for 7:05 p.m.

T-BIRDS  ❙  from page 8

TROIS-RIVIÈRES, QC  – The  Worces-
ter Railers HC  (20-18-3-2, 45pts) took down 
the  Trois-Rivières Lions  (19-22-2-2, 42pts) on 
Saturday night by the final score of 6-4 in front 
of a crowd of 1,819 at the Colisée Vidéotron. 
The Railers are back at the DCU Center against 
the Maine Mariners on Friday, February 9th  at 
7:05pm. 

Blade Jenkins (3-2-5) struck first tonight for 
Worcester, as he put the Railers ahead immediate-
ly following the power play. The Railers followed 
up with three more in the second from Anthony 
Callin (1-1-2), Trevor Cosgrove (1-2-3), and Jen-
kins’ second of the night. Trois-Rivières were 
good for two in the second as Justin Ducharme 
(1-1-2) and Cedric Montminy (1-0-1) each scored 
goals to make it a 4-2 game heading into the third. 
There were four goals in the third, including two 
straight to open the period for Trois-Rivières from 
Nicolas Guay (1-1-2) and Alex-Olivier Voyer (1-
1-2) to tie the game 4-4. Jack Quinlivan (1-0-1) 
scored the game-winner after coming out of the 
penalty box before Blade Jenkins secured the win 
with his third goal of the night and second straight 
hat trick in as many nights.

Like Friday’s game, it was another dominant 
first period from Worcester. The Railers outshot 
the Lions 16-7 through the first 20 minutes, high-
lighted by Blade Jenkins’ (18th) fourth goal of 
the weekend. Neither team scored the rest of the 
frame as the Railers went into the second period 
with a 1-0 lead.  

Scoring opened wide in the second period 
with five goals combined between the two teams. 
First it was Anthony Callin (8th) with a loose 

puck in front supplied by Blade Jenkins to grow 
Worcester’s lead to 2-0. The Lions cut back into 
their deficit with Justin Ducharme’s (12th) tally 
as he swepat up a rebound from in front of Muse 
and tucked it along the far post. The Railers re-
sponded midway through the period with a pair 
of goals back-to-back. Trevor Cosgrove let one go 
from the blueline that Vrbetic never saw to make 
it 3-1 Worcester. Jenkins followed up with his 
second of the afternoon on a break down the left 
wing to give Worcester their largest advantage of 
the night at 4-1. The Lions got one back just be-
fore the end of the period when Cedric Montminy 
scored to make is 4-2 heading into the third.

The Railers killed off a Jack Quinlivan 
high-sticking penalty to start the third before 
Ryan Verrier was sent to the penalty box for a de-
lay-of-game call. From there, Trois-Rivières kept 
their foot on the pedal. Nicolas Guay (2nd) scored 
on the power-play followed by Alex-Olivier Voy-
er (12th) to complete the Lions comeback and tie 
the game 4-4. With the game tied heading into the 
final five minutes of the third, Quinlivan (2nd) 
was sprung out of the penalty box and muscled 
his way around a Lions defender to beat Vrbetic 
and put Worcester ahead for good, 5-4. With the 
net empty and the Lions looking to tie the game, 
Blade Jenkins (18th) was given the puck in the 
neutral zone by Anthony Repaci, where he strode 
into the attacking end and scored his third goal of 
the game. Jenkins is the first player in Worcester 
Professional Hockey history to score hat tricks in 
back-to-back games, scoring one on Friday night, 
Worcester’s first of the season.  

The Southbridge Softball league is now 
enrolling teams and players for the 2024 season. 

Games are played at Henry Street Field (located off Rt. 169) in Southbridge. 
We have 3 levels of Mens Leagues (A, B & C) 

that play weeknights starting @ 6:30 PM, 
a Mens JB draft league (for players age 39 by Sept. 30th) 

that plays Sunday AM starting at 9 AM 
and a COED league (5 & 5) that plays Sat & Sun evenings starting @ 6 PM. 

The potential for a Women’s league or a weekday COED league (6 & 4)
exists depending on the number of teams we receive – 

a minimum of 4 teams would be required for either to be considered.
THE FEES FOR 2024 ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

$425 team roster fee and a $125 forfeit fee for a total of $550. 
If your roster is turned in on or before 3/5 the fee is $550.

If your roster is turned in between 3/5 + 3/12, the fee is $600.
No rosters will be accepted after 3/12/24.

Player fees for 2024 will be $55 and a $5 additional fee 
will be charged to those players playing on (2) or more teams.
Please email info@southbridgesoftball.org or check out our 

Southbridge Softball Association Facebook page for more information. 

Railers score win over Lions

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Teri Frykenberg of
Monson brings
opportunity to Western 
Massachusetts

MONSON — Teri 
Frykenberg (formerly 
Dreher), who is nation-
ally known as a pioneer 
in the patient advocacy 
movement, is bringing 
her Nurse Advocate En-
trepreneur Academy to 
her home state of Massa-
chusetts.

The program, which 
is available in person, hybrid or dig-
itally, has been offered for a number 
of years from Frykenberg’s home 
base in the Chicago area. She has 
recently returned to western Massa-
chusetts, where she graduated from 
high school and nursing school and 
has family.

Frykenberg says there are a 
number of patient advocates in Mas-
sachusetts, particularly around Bos-
ton, “but there are never enough.”

“Some of the best patient ad-
vocates come from nursing because 
they already have in-depth medical 
and hospital experience, but they 
need help starting a business,” she 
says. The program, which is also 

open to any health care 
professional and social 
workers, includes one-on-
one or group mentoring 
sessions.

With the increasing 
complexity of the Amer-
ican health care system, 
medical treatments and 
the insurance industry, a 
patient advocate can save 
families literally thousands 
of dollars while helping 

to improve health outcomes. Inde-
pendent patient advocates charge 
between $100 to $300 per hour and 
are paid by clients or their families. 
“This is a hit-the-ground-running 
program,” she says.

Frykenberg, an RN with 36 
years of experience as a critical care 
nurse and cardiovascular nurse cli-
nician, has always been passionate 
about keeping the patient at the cen-
ter of the nursing care model. This 

passion led her to form NShore Pa-
tient Advocates in 2011, one of the 
first organizations of its kind in the 
Chicago area.

She is a Board Certified Patient 
Advocate (BCPA) and certified RN 
Patient Advocate, and she is active 
in both organizations. A nationally 
recognized expert on patient advo-
cacy and patient safety, she is the 
award-winning author of two Ama-
zon best-selling books and has been 
quoted in Forbes, the New York 
Times, Wall Street Journal, Preven-
tion Magazine and many other pub-
lications.

Frykenberg has deep roots and 
many family members in western 
Mass. After graduating from Tan-
tasqua Regional High School in 
Sturbridge in 1973, she earned her 
RN at Memorial Hospital School of 
Nursing in Worcester in 1976.

“It’s wonderful to be back,” she 
says. “It’s all brand new, yet famil-
iar.”

For information about the 
Nurse Advocate Entrepreneur 
program, visit the website, email  
info@nurseadvocateentrepreneur.
com or call 312-788-2640.

Patient advocacy pioneer to expand 
nurse advocate entrepreneur academy

MONSON—Carl W. North, 
83, passed away Jan. 29, 2024. 
He was born in Wilbraham on 
Mar. 3, 1940, son of William 
M. and Mabel A.(Rauh) North. 
Carl has lived most of his life 
in Monson after growing up in 
Wilbraham and attending Palm-
er schools. He was in a heavy 
equipment operator for Con-
struction Services in Wilbraham 
and retired in 2002 after over 
30 years of employment. In his 
leisure, Carl enjoyed fishing and 

woodworking.  He also spent 
time restoring and showing 
old tractors.  In 2017, Carl was 
predeceased by his wife, Liljen 
M.(Hermanson) and is survived 
by two sons, Roy W. of Monson 
and Jay B. and his wife Renee 
of Hardwick.  Carl also leaves 
Renee’s son, Ryan Stiles along 
with a niece, Lois Ganieany 
and nephew, Paul Ganieany, Jr.  
Brother-in-law, Robert Graves, 
sister-in-law, Gunvor Graves 
along with niece, Leah and her 

husband Chris DesLaurieres also 
survive him.  Besides his parents 
and wife, he was predeceased 
by his sister, Florence Butler in 
2019. Services will be private-
ly held for the family. Beers & 
Story Palmer Funeral Home has 
been interested with the arrange-
ments.  For those wishing, dona-
tions may be made in his mem-
ory to Palmer Dialysis Center.  
Please visit www.beersandstory.
com

Carl W. North, 83

Elizabeth “Betty” L. 
(Zabik) Morrison
Died Feb. 4, 2024
Services Feb. 12, 2024
Beers & Story Funeral 
Home

Carl W. North, 83
Died on Jan. 29, 2024
Services are private
Beers and Story Funeral 
Home

Henry G. ”Hank” 
Robbins, 86, 
Died Jan. 27, 2024.  A
Autenrith Funeral Home, 
Newport, NY
www.autenrithfuneral.com

Palmer
Palmer Fire Department also 

responded to four Medical Assist 
calls for the week.

Jan. 30
12:27 p.m. CO detector ac-

tivation, Bennett Street, Back in 
service at 12:42 p.m.

Feb. 2
8:56 a.m. Motor vehicle acci-

dent (with injury), Shearer Street, 

Back in service at 9:35 a.m.
12:36 p.m. Motor vehicle ac-

cident (with injury), North Main 
Street, Back in service at 1:08 
p.m.

3:16 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident (with injury), Boston 
Road, Back in service at 5 p.m.

Feb. 3
3:45 p.m. Lock out, Brecken-

ridge Street, Back in service at 4 
p.m.

Feb. 4
10:18 a.m. CO detector ac-

tivation, Bennett Street, Back in 
service at 10:47 a.m.

1:42 p.m. Smoke scare, Riv-
er Street, Back in service at 1:56 
p.m.

4:47 p.m. Detector activa-
tion, Rondeau Street, Back in ser-
vice at 5 p.m.

Feb. 5
8:39 a.m. Sprinkler activa-

tion, South Main Street, Back in 
service at 8:48 a.m.

4:26 p.m. Cooking fire, Cen-
tral Street, Back in service at 4:54 
p.m.

5:46 p.m. Alarm activation, 
North Main Street, Back in ser-
vice at 6:01 p.m.

10:01 p.m. CO detector acti-
vation, Breckenridge Street, Back 
in service at 10:24 p.m.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

The News
Is Just the Beginning

Your Community…
Your Family…Your Interests…

Your Home…Your News…
It’s All a Part of Your Local Newspaper!

We’re Celebrating 
Community
Newspapers 

EVERYTHING LOCAL
Home Delivery

for less than
$3.00 a month

Call 413.283.8393
today or go to

turley.com/subscribe.

The Journal Register
Local & More

 413.283.8393 | www.journalregister.turley.com

www.newspapers.turley.com
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

3X SNOWBLOWER for 42” Cub 
Cadet Tractor includes chains, rear 
weights, and usage books. Used two 
times. Paid $1680. 413-238-5966.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

ANTIQUE ALBANY CUTTER 
SLEIGH made Binghamton, New 
York 1882. Excellent original condition 
for competition, $3500. Also, 1956 Cub 
Cadet 154 tractor, 5’ mower, great con-
dition, $3500. 413-289-1039, 413-
758-3072.

ESTATE SALE
HEAVY QUILTED MOVING blan-
kets. 413-238-5966.

FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

CHIMNEY SWEEP AND INSPEC-
TION, chimney liners and repairs. 
Wood stoves, fireplaces, oil furnace 
and boiler flues and cleanouts. 

CALL , TEXT OR EMAIL!!!! 
413-282-8181

WESTERNMASSHOME
REPAIR@GMAIL.COM

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE-
MENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning,
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED 
DISPUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM res-
olution. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 
413-544-8998. 

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 
12x16 room. Very neat, references, 
prompt service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling 
removal. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and in-
sured. Call WE DO today for a free es-
timate ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE UPS

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

ASSISTANT TOWN
 ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalm-
er.com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover 
letter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) Administrative As-
sistant to assist with operations and 
office management duties.  For a full 
job description, please visit www.
norcrosswildlife.org or email 
dgugliotti@norcrosswildlife.
org. 

FOR RENT
APARTMENT FOR RENT. 826 
East St., Ludlow. Monthly rent $1200. 
Gas heating, central air, 1.5 bath-
rooms, 2 bedrooms, kitchen/dining 
combo, full basement, electric stove & 
microwave, refrigerator and dishwash-
er; washer & dryer not included. One 
private parking spot. Not pets allowed. 
First/last/security. Call 413-218-
4041, 413-583-3097.

SERVICES REAL ESTATESERVICES TAX SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

STURBRIDGE – Tantasqua Re-
gional Jr. High School announced the 
first and second quarter honor rolls 
for the 2023-2024 school year.

Grade Eight, High Honors, 
First Quarter

Kayley Lauren English, Summer 
Rose Ferreira, Greta Louise Gimm, Tea-
gan Marie Gunnerson, Moira Rose Hill, 
Mason Jon Julian, Liv Katherine Kearns, 
Mark Andrew Richard Kenton, Samuel 
Jose Lamas, Westley Brian Nemet, Noah 
Mitchell Olszta, Jane Kelley Panek, Paul 
Edward Savage, Violet Caroline Spooner 
and Christian Anthony Viera Smith.

Grade Eight, Honors, 
First Quarter

Ella Robert Achi, Nathan Paul Al-
icea, Cadence Kay Allen, Madeleine 
Grace Bachand, Tess Marie Baker, Dylan 
Kaleb Barrows, Benjamin David Beau-
dry, Mylinda Blanc, Bret Edward Bond, 
Leeanna Faith Caouette, Finley Ireland 
Carlisle, Logan Xavier Cavaliere, Paige 
Louise Chick, Cameron Joseph Ciandella, 
Sydney Caroline Cizik, Mia Anne Cohen, 

Abigail Marie Corriveau, Nathan Stanley 
Cutler, Tayler Emma Dalrymple, Zachary 
John Dalton, Emilie Isabelle Dart, Lily 
Elizabeth David, Alynah Christine Des-
marais, Matthew Ryan Ehrhard, Pandora 
Jade Faugno, Emilio Marco Fiorucci, Ol-
ivia Ann Fiske, Kylie Rose Formigal, Lil-
lian Marie Gingras, Joseph John Gomes, 
Sofia Claire Goodwin, Dominic James 
Grillo, Austin Joseph Guinta, John David 
Gunagan, Tyler Bruce Gustafson, Grayson 
Jude Hand, Norah Eavan Hanrahan, Leah 
Samantha Hill, Catelyn Robin Holm, Na-
thaniel Andrew Jacques, Vivian Lara Jae-
ger, Andrew Colin John, Heather Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Isabella Rose LaFlamme, Chris-
tian James LeBeau, Cameron James Le-
manski, Ella Caroline Lemieux, Theodore 
Jonas Leveille, Travis Victor Lloyd, Sarah 
Josephine Mabie, Piper Anne Mathiau, 
Augustin Dylan Mbouadeu, Keira Ayla 
McCord, Grant John Meacham, Andrew 
Do-jin Miller, Ainsley Ann Mills, Thomas 
Elliot Moore, Ryan Thomas Mount, Dane 
Patrick Mullin, Charlotte Eowyn Nameika, 
Tyler Warren Neifert, William Campbell 
Neslusan, Olivia Joy Neuenschwander, 
Maxwell Thomas Nickl, Alyssa Wendy 

Noga, Colby Peter Norman, Maeve Ada 
O’Neil, Miles Stefan Oprica, Joshua Da-
vid Ortendahl, Harrison William Parks, 
Michael David Peloquin, Gibson DiLeo 
Pettis, Leah Grace Phaneuf, Tyler Aiden 
Phillips, Patrick Christopher Pope, Kaitlyn 
Jennifer Reed, Nathan Thomas Regan, 
Kaleigh Desmarais Sabelis, Madalynn 
Rose Saksa, Alexis Gabriella Santos, Jon-
athan Holland Solari, Wyatt Hans Spring-
er, Matilda Rae St. Clair, Elway Andrew 
St. George, Arianna Starr, Parker Anthony 
Starr, Madysen May Stratford, Mada-
lyn Ava Strause, Trysten Gabriel Torben 
Thor, James Alexander Todis, Callie Hana 
Toro, Tyler Nicholas Truax, Lucas John 
Tully, Mairenn Rae VonHold, Kayla Marie 
Weidler, Cameron Charles West, Roman 
Abram Whitcomb, Olivia Grace White, 
Roselyn Pokua Whyte, Logan Michael 
Zaniewski and Easton Hollow Zeleznok.

Grade Eight, High Honors,
Second Quarter

Kayley Lauren English, Summer 
Rose Ferreira, Greta Louise Gimm, Tea-
gan Marie Gunnerson, Moira Rose Hill, 
Mason Jon Julian, Liv Katherine Kearns, 

Mark Andrew Richard Kenton, Samuel 
Jose Lamas, Westley Brian Nemet, Noah 
Mitchell Olszta, Jane Kelley Panek, Paul 
Edward Savage, Violet Caroline Spooner 
and Christian Anthony Viera Smith.

Grade Eight, Honors,
Second Quarter

Ella Robert Achi, Nathan Paul Al-
icea, Cadence Kay Allen, Madeleine 
Grace Bachand, Tess Marie Baker, Dylan 
Kaleb Barrows, Benjamin David Beau-
dry, Mylinda Blanc, Bret Edward Bond, 
Leeanna Faith Caouette, Finley Ireland 
Carlisle, Logan Xavier Cavaliere, Paige 
Louise Chick, Cameron Joseph Ciandella, 
Sydney Caroline Cizik, Mia Anne Cohen, 
Abigail Marie Corriveau, Nathan Stanley 
Cutler, Tayler Emma Dalrymple, Zachary 
John Dalton, Emilie Isabelle Dart, Lily 
Elizabeth David, Alynah Christine Des-
marais, Matthew Ryan Ehrhard, Pandora 
Jade Faugno, Emilio Marco Fiorucci, Ol-
ivia Ann Fiske, Kylie Rose Formigal, Lil-
lian Marie Gingras, Joseph John Gomes, 
Sofia Claire Goodwin, Dominic James 
Grillo, Austin Joseph Guinta, John David 
Gunagan, Tyler Bruce Gustafson, Grayson 

Jude Hand, Norah Eavan Hanrahan, Leah 
Samantha Hill, Catelyn Robin Holm, Na-
thaniel Andrew Jacques, Vivian Lara Jae-
ger, Andrew Colin John, Heather Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Isabella Rose LaFlamme, Chris-
tian James LeBeau, Cameron James Le-
manski, Ella Caroline Lemieux, Theodore 
Jonas Leveille, Travis Victor Lloyd, Sarah 
Josephine Mabie, Piper Anne Mathiau, 
Augustin Dylan Mbouadeu, Keira Ayla 
McCord, Grant John Meacham, Andrew 
Do-jin Miller, Ainsley Ann Mills, Thomas 
Elliot Moore, Ryan Thomas Mount, Dane 
Patrick Mullin, Charlotte Eowyn Nameika, 
Tyler Warren Neifert, William Campbell 
Neslusan, Olivia Joy Neuenschwander, 
Maxwell Thomas Nickl, Alyssa Wendy 
Noga, Colby Peter Norman, Maeve Ada 
O’Neil, Miles Stefan Oprica, Joshua Da-
vid Ortendahl, Harrison William Parks, 
Michael David Peloquin, Gibson DiLeo 
Pettis, Leah Grace Phaneuf, Tyler Aiden 
Phillips, Patrick Christopher Pope, Kaitlyn 
Jennifer Reed, Nathan Thomas Regan, 
Kaleigh Desmarais Sabelis, Madalynn 
Rose Saksa, Alexis Gabriella Santos, Jon-
athan Holland Solari, Wyatt Hans Spring-
er, Matilda Rae St. Clair, Elway Andrew 

St. George, Arianna Starr, Parker Anthony 
Starr, Madysen May Stratford, Mada-
lyn Ava Strause, Trysten Gabriel Torben 
Thor, James Alexander Todis, Callie Hana 
Toro, Tyler Nicholas Truax, Lucas John 
Tully, Mairenn Rae VonHold, Kayla Marie 
Weidler, Cameron Charles West, Roman 
Abram Whitcomb, Olivia Grace White, 
Roselyn Pokua Whyte, Logan Michael 
Zaniewski and Easton Hollow Zeleznok.

Grade Seven, High Honors, 
First Quarter

Stella Alyce Angell, Rebecca Eve 
Ashe, Ellowyn Ann Audette, Jacob Mi-
chael Azevedo, Ramielle Valentina Azua, 
Kaylee Catherine Banks, Lily Anne Bar-
ham, Gabrielle Marie Bellofatto, Justin 
Phillip Berg, Kendall Catherine Boivin, 
Kelsey Pearl Bouchard, Milayna Vanessa 
Bousquet, Hannah Rose-Marie Buduo, 
Natalie Mae Carson, Natalie Marie 
Casperaites, Benjamin Louis Chechile, 
Kelsey Irene Clark, Sarah Amy Clark, 
Charlotte Rosslyn Courtemanche, El-
lington Munroe Custance, Emrich Ste-

Tantasqua Regional Jr. High School lists honor roll
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. One point south 

of due east
  4. Coagulated 

blood
  8. Fortifying ditch
 10. Devotee of 

Hinduism
 11. Trunk of a tree
 12. Bank note
 13. Capital of 

Guam
 15. Study again
 16. Covered with 

hoarfrost
 17. Opening
 18. Legendary 

Rolling Stone
 21. Stray
 22. Computer 

storing system
 23. Signal
 24. Pitching 

statistic
 25. Human being
 26. Malaysian 

isthmus
 27. The “Blonde 

Bombshell”
 34. A gland
 35. Bluish greens
 36. Endangered
 37. Three-

dimensional
 38. In a way, 

precipitated
 39. God associated 

with dissolution
 40. Blemished
 41. Flow or leak 

slowly
 42. Disco legends 

The Bee __
 43. Midway 

between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. A way to board
  2. Get down
  3. Highly seasoned 

sausage 
  4. First day of 

month
  5. Eurasian shrubs
  6. The organ that 

bears the ovules 
of a flower

  7. Small lake
  9. Belief
 10. Sunrooms
 12. Metric weight 

unit
 14. Vasopressin 
 15. Bravo! Bravo! 

Bravo!
 17. One-time 

family room 
staple

 19. Got back 

together
 20. Anger
 23. Sang merrily
 24. Sea eagle
 25. Military men
 26. Kilo yard (abbr.)
 27. Found in the 

sea
 28. Protects from 

weather
 29. Type of 

medicine
 30. City along the 

Rhine
 31. Animal disease
 32. Martini 

ingredients
 33. Get away
 34. Lack of disunity
 36. One-time 

European 
Commission 
officer

 Town of Monson Zoning 
Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with M.G. 
L Chapter 40A the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing, 
T h u r s d a y,  Fe b r u a r y 
22,2024 at 7:00 P.M. at 
the Monson Town Hall 
110 Main St. Monson, Ma 
01057 on the application of 
Ryan & Lindsay Richard. 
The applicant is seeking a 
Special Permit as provided 
by § 7.3 and the Schedule 
of Use Regulations (Table 
1) Monson Zoning Bylaws.  
The applicant proposes to 
use the existing building 
for the purpose of a child-
care facility. The property is 
zoned General Commercial 
and located at 17 Palmer 
Road, Map 112 Parcel 92A. 
A copy of the application is 
on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
02/01, 02/08/2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under the requirements 
of M.G.L. Chapter 131 § 40, 
the Monson Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
February 21, 2024 at 7:30 
PM in the Large Meeting 
R o o m ,  To w n  O f f i c e 
Building, 110 Main Street. 
Under consideration is a 
Notice of Intent for stream 
and wetland restoration 
within NHESP Priority 
and Estimated Habitat for 
the property located at 25 
Bradway Rd, Monson, MA, 
identified as Assessors Map 
018, Parcel 00F, is subject 
to the Wetlands Protection 
Act. The property owner is 
Julyvette Rodriguez.

Monson Conservation 
Commission 

02/08/2024

Town of Monson Zoning 
Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with M.G. 
L Chapter 40A the Monson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing, 
Thursday February 22, 
2024 at 7:10 P.M. at the 
Monson Town Hall 110 
Main St. Monson, Ma 01057 
on the application of JEJ 
Holding, Inc. The applicant 
is seeking a Special Permit 
as provided by § 7.3 and the 
Schedule of Use Regulations 
(Table 1) Monson Zoning 
Bylaws. The applicant pro-
poses to use the existing 
building for the purpose of 
operating a heavy equipment, 
construction, tractor, trailer, 
and truck repair service, 

The property is zoned 
General Commercial and 
located at 360 Boston Road 
West, Map 21 Parcel 15. A 
copy of the application is 
on file in the Office of the 
Town Clerk, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and available for 
viewing during regular office 
hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
02/08, 02/15/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

County of Hampden 
The Superior Court 
CIVIL DOCKET 

#2479CV0049 
RE: Cornerstone Bank, 
successor by merger to 

Southbridge Savings Bank 
v. Paul R. Bastien

ORDER OF NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION 

TO: Paul R. Bastien, a 
Massachusetts resident with 
a last and usual place of res-
idence at 4112-4116 High 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, 
and a mailing address of P.O. 
Box 894, Thorndike, MA 
01079-0894, in the County 
of Hampden; all in said 
Commonwealth; 

A N D  T O  A L L 
PERSONS ENTITLED TO 
THE BENEFIT OF THE 
SERVICE MEMBERS’ 
CIVIL RELIEF ACT OF 
1940 AS AMENDED 2003 
as amended: 

Cornerstone  Bank, 
successor by merger to 
Southbridge Savings Bank, 
a duly incorporated financial 
institution authorized to do 
business in Massachusetts 
and having a place of busi-
ness at 176 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA 01562 

claiming to be the holder 
of a mortgage covering 4112-
4116 High Street, Palmer, 
Massachusetts 

g iven by Nancy A. 
Bolduc and Paul R. Bastien 
to Southbridge Savings Bank 
dated September 26, 2008 

recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
Book 17493, Page 115, 
has filed with said court 
a Complaint for authority 
to foreclose said mortgage 
in the manner following: 
by entry on and posses-
sion of the premises therein 
described and by exercise of 
the power of sale contained 
in said mortgage. 

If you are entitled to 
the benefits of the Service 
Members’ Civil Relief Act 
of 1940 as amended, and you 
object to such foreclosure 
you or your attorney should 
file a written appearance 
and answer in said court at 
Springfield in said County 
on or before 03/07/2024 or 
you may be forever barred 
from claiming that such fore-
closure is invalid under said 
Act. 

Witness, Michael D. 
Ricciuti, Esquire, Chief 

Justice of the Superior 
Cour t ,  a t  Spr ingfie ld , 
Massachusetts, this 25th day 
of January, 2024. 

Laura S. Gentile
Clerk of the Courts

By
Edward J. Partyka

Assistant Clerk
02/08/2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT
24 SM 000281

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: 
Donald P. Lafleur; 
Dawn Lafleur
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 
(et seq):

Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Palmer, 
numbered  2214  Ma in 
Street, given by Donald P 
Lafleur and Dawn Lafleur 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for 
HarborOne Mortgage, LLC, 
dated January 23, 2020, 
and recorded at Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 23056, Page 73, 
and now held by the plain-
tiff by assignment, has/have 
filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active 
military service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 
March 4, 2024 or you may 
lose the opportunity to chal-
lenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance 
with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER, Chief Justice of said 
Court on January 22, 2024.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
02/08/2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Under  the  r equ i re -
ments of M.G.L. Chapter 
131,  §40,  the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, February 
21, 2024 at 7:10 P.M. in the 
Large Meeting Room, Town 
Office Building, 110 Main 
St. Under consideration is a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability to determine 
if the work associated with 
the improvement of side-
walks and pedestrian curb 
ramps at the intersections of 
Route 32 and Country Club 
Dr, Green St, and King Ave 
primarily within the existing 
Main Street Right-of-Way 
located on Assessors Maps 
111, 115,116 is subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act. The 
Applicant is Massachusetts 
DOT – Highway Division. 

Monson Conservation 
Commission

02/08/2024

TOWN OF PALMER
LICENSING 

COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
LIQUOR LICENSE
Notice is hereby given 

to all parties interested that 
the Licensing Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
in the Meeting Room of 
the Palmer Town Building 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA on Tuesday, February 
20, 2024, at 6:00 P. M. on 
the application from MB’s 
Taste of The Sea located at 
2052 Main St. Three Rivers, 
for a transfer of license 
from Kenneth Stacy to Sam 
Paixao.

Licensing Commission, 
Town of Palmer

02/08, 02/15/2024

(SEAL) 
THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

Docket Number: 
24 SM 000467 

ORDER OF NOTICE 
To: 

Amy S. Ouimet; 
Ronald P. Ouimet 
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 
(et seq): 

Country  Bank for 
Savings 

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Monson, 
numbered 94 Cote Road, 
given by Amy S. Ouimet, 
Rona ld  P.  Ou ime t  t o 
Country Bank for Savings, 
dated January 16, 2003, and 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 12878, Page 528, has/
have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination 
of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

 If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active 
military service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 
March 18, 2024, or you may 
lose the opportunity to chal-
lenge the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompliance 
with the Act. 

Witness, Gordon H. 
Piper, Chief Justice of this 
Court on February 1, 2024. 

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
25084

02/08/2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE 

TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 24 SM 000387

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: 
Todd M. Stafford, 
Joan C. Stafford
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 
(et seq):

Rocket Mortgage, LLC 
f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Palmer, 
numbered 1242 S Main 
Street a/k/a 1242 South 
Main Street, given by Todd 
M. Stafford and Joan C. 
Stafford to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgag-
ee, as nominee for Quicken 
Loans Inc., its successors 

and assigns, dated April 
4, 2020, and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 23165, 
Page 50, and now held by 
the Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers 
status.

If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active 
military service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 
3/11/2024 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground 
of noncompliance with the 
Act.

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER Chief Justice of this 
Court on 1/29/2024

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson, 

Recorder
24-044394

02/08/2024

(SEAL)    
COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE 

TRIAL COURT
Docket No. 24 SM 000230

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:
Francis Zaik
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 
(et seq)

NewRez LLC d/b/a 
S h e l l p o i n t  M o r t g a g e 
Servicing

claiming to have an inter-
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Holland, 
numbered 3 Chaffee Road, 
given by Francis Zaik 
to “MERS”, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., a separate 
corporation that is act-
ing solely as nominee for 
Fairway Independent 
Mortgage Corporation, 
“Lender”; and its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated 
April 1, 2019, and record-
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds  in Book 

22612, Page 433, as affect-
ed by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated November 
9, 2022 and recorded with 
said Registry in Book 24843, 
Page 432, and now held by 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/
have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination 
of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recent-
ly have been, in the active 
military service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the bene-
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA  02108 on or before 
03/04/2024 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground 
of noncompliance with the 
Act.

Witness, Gordon H. 
Piper, Chief Justice of this 
Court on 1/19/2024

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
02/08/2024

Public notices

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

phen Custance, Madeleine Elle Deatte, 
Lily Drew Deltoro, Samantha Shay Dion, 
Zachary Joseph Dores, Owen Nicholas 
Ehrets, Addison Grace Fiume, Mayson 
Gaetano Selzo Gambaccini, Caroline Jo-
sephine Gaspar, Natalia Jae Giannandrea 
Mustion, Charlotte Rose Gorton, Ella Ma-
rie Gregory, Teagan Abigail Grindle, Nich-
olas Conrad Hilborn, Tabetha Michelle 
Hilborn, Jackson Myles Hoenig, Holland 
Marie King, Elijah Mason Kirk, Ethan 
Ryan LaFortune, Theodore Michael La-
Fortune, Neela Grace Lakhani, Charlotte 
Eleanor Lariviere, Luke Watson MacFar-
lane, Hailey Elizabeth Mathurin, Cassie 
May McPartland, Ethan Carlo Melidone, 
Brennan Michael Mongeon, Kassandra 
Peninah Joy Mungai, Wyatt Arthur Neill, 
Owen Thomas Pattee, Ellen Rose Peeler, 
Kaelyn Nicole Pellicane, Joseph Scott 
Pentoney, Harmoney Lee Powell, Paul 
Harrison Quarles, Emma Rose Recknagel, 
Samvit Thatiparthi Reddy, Sarah Bridget 
Regan, Lily Cecile Rogers, Kassandra 
Jean Sluhocki, Vivian Jane Strause, Jack 
Henry Sullivan and Anna Wang.

Grade Seven, Honors,
First Quarter

Isaac David Alonzo, Wyatt William 
Andersen, Hazel Regine Arrastia, Gavin 
Walter Audi, Teagan Lynn Baker, Elliana 
Jordan Barnes, Samantha Elizabeth 
Beckerdite Kane, Avery Rose Belton, Is-
abella Sophia Benitez, Copley Mary-Rose 
Bennett, Evan Paul Blair, Jennaliz Naveen 
Booth, Abigail Mae Boucher, Brynn Eliz-
abeth Boucher, Emilynn Rose Bousquet, 

Austin Michael Bradley, Samantha Eliza-
beth Branniff, Abigail Jane Buffum, Melo-
dy Paige Burdette, John Raymond Burns, 
Addison Julia Cadieux, Jenna Michelle 
Cain, Abigail Elizabeth Canada, Cheyenne 
Rose Cardrant, Madison Lynn Charpenti-
er, Vivian Chen, Michael John Cloutier, 
Serenity Lynn-Marie Conant, Cheyanne 
Elizabeth Contois, Melanie Graciela Con-
way, Hannah Elizabeth Cooper, Henry 
Michael Cournoyer, Amelia Madeleine 
Courtemanche, Sean Kenneth Crane, 
Tessa Maeve Culverwell, Dani-Lynn Su-
zanne Curboy, Jacob Thomas Custance, 
Teddy Ross DeMings, Julian Paul Detra, 
Violet May DiCesare, Carter Thomas 
Dowling, Annika Michelle Espinoza, An-
thony Thomas Farinato, Cadence Irene 
Ferro, Josie Robin Folcarelli, Ava Marie 
Fox, Carleigha Rose French, Graciella 
Nicole Garjian, Adeleine Claire Gaumond, 
Alessandro Jeffrey Gay, Francesca Irene 
Gay, Kacey Jean Gemboski, Quinn Mat-
thew Genaway, Owen Edward Gendreau, 
Abigail Marion Germain, Jackson William 
Gillette, Joshua Matthew Goody, Jason 
Richard Guertin, Matthew Paul Guer-
tin, Alana Grace Hebert, Teaghan Sadie 
Jaquith, Liam Russell Jenkinson, Brodie 
Hunter Kaplan, Austin Pierce Kimbell, 
Miles Henry Komssi, Cameron Michael 
Kozlowski, Lyla Marie Kress, Caraline 
Rita Lambert, Kayla Joy Lardizzone, Ryan 
William Lavoie, Maya Grace Lewis, Au-
tumn Rose MacIntosh, Ella Jane Mackin, 
Kirsten Mae Maertens, Hazel Beatrice 
Martin, Jacoby Ryan McPherson, Nicho-
las Raymond Merriam, Michael Brendan 

Mooney, Eve Cecelia Morley, Xavier Quin-
cy Mumford, Noah James Nelson, Sofia 
Chin Nguyen, Brayden Sam Otieno Oku-
ma, Callen Michael Olson, Emma Eliza-
beth Outland, Anne Sanjana Paiyagala, 
Aubrey Rain Palmere, Akshar Ashish Pa-
tel, Lucas Preston Pearl, Logan dos San-
tos Peck, Brayden Lucas Pelchat, Sole 
Kairi Ramos, Kylie Madison Ray, Ryker 
Kenneth Reissner, Claire Alexandra Re-
millard, Aiden Christopher Rice, Autumn 
Rain Robbins, Joshua Kenneth Robdau, 
Laylah Janal Rodriguez, Spencer John 
Sacco, Julianna Marisol Sanchez, Adrian-
na Juliet Santella, Landon Cory Santos, 
Samuel Adam Scott, Alessandra Isabel 
Serret, Dominick Mark Shannon, Remy 
Keith Shepard, Brady Matthew Silber-
stein, Trent Alexander Smith, Nicholas 
James Sokol, Isabel Suzanne St. Peter, 
Alden Jonathan Stalker, Ava Jeanne Starr, 
Ely Christopher Sturgeon, Alexander An-
tonio Tarallo Bartolini, Logan Robert Thi-
bault, Genevieve Eily Timmins, Nicholas 
Robert Tremblay, Donovan Bruce Trent, 
Gianna Lee Vega, Kensley Vernet, Mar-
shall Guy Weaver, Noah Nakano Wexler, 
James Aiden Woloski and Rohn Julian 
Zeleznok.

Grade Seven, High Honors,
Second Quarter

Stella Alyce Angell, Rebecca Eve 
Ashe, Ellowyn Ann Audette, Jacob Mi-
chael Azevedo, Ramielle Valentina Azua, 
Kaylee Catherine Banks, Lily Anne Bar-
ham, Gabrielle Marie Bellofatto, Justin 
Phillip Berg, Kendall Catherine Boivin, 

Kelsey Pearl Bouchard, Milayna Vanessa 
Bousquet, Hannah Rose-Marie Buduo, 
Natalie Mae Carson, Natalie Marie 
Casperaites, Benjamin Louis Chechile, 
Kelsey Irene Clark, Sarah Amy Clark, 
Charlotte Rosslyn Courtemanche, El-
lington Munroe Custance, Emrich Ste-
phen Custance, Madeleine Elle Deatte, 
Lily Drew Deltoro, Samantha Shay Dion, 
Zachary Joseph Dores, Owen Nicholas 
Ehrets, Addison Grace Fiume, Mayson 
Gaetano Selzo Gambaccini, Caroline Jo-
sephine Gaspar, Natalia Jae Giannandrea 
Mustion, Charlotte Rose Gorton, Ella Ma-
rie Gregory, Teagan Abigail Grindle, Nich-
olas Conrad Hilborn, Tabetha Michelle 
Hilborn, Jackson Myles Hoenig, Holland 
Marie King, Elijah Mason Kirk, Ethan 
Ryan LaFortune, Theodore Michael La-
Fortune, Neela Grace Lakhani, Charlotte 
Eleanor Lariviere, Luke Watson MacFar-
lane, Hailey Elizabeth Mathurin, Cassie 
May McPartland, Ethan Carlo Melidone, 
Brennan Michael Mongeon, Kassandra 
Peninah Joy Mungai, Wyatt Arthur Neill, 
Owen Thomas Pattee, Ellen Rose Peeler, 
Kaelyn Nicole Pellicane, Joseph Scott 
Pentoney, Harmoney Lee Powell, Paul 
Harrison Quarles, Emma Rose Recknagel, 
Samvit Thatiparthi Reddy, Sarah Bridget 
Regan, Lily Cecile Rogers, Kassandra 
Jean Sluhocki, Vivian Jane Strause, Jack 
Henry Sullivan and Anna Wang.

Grade Seven, Honors,
Second Quarter

Isaac David Alonzo, Wyatt William 
Andersen, Hazel Regine Arrastia, Gavin 

Walter Audi, Teagan Lynn Baker, Elliana 
Jordan Barnes, Samantha Elizabeth 
Beckerdite Kane, Avery Rose Belton, Is-
abella Sophia Benitez, Copley Mary-Rose 
Bennett, Evan Paul Blair, Jennaliz Naveen 
Booth, Abigail Mae Boucher, Brynn Eliz-
abeth Boucher, Emilynn Rose Bousquet, 
Austin Michael Bradley, Samantha Eliza-
beth Branniff, Abigail Jane Buffum, Melo-
dy Paige Burdette, John Raymond Burns, 
Addison Julia Cadieux, Jenna Michelle 
Cain, Abigail Elizabeth Canada, Cheyenne 
Rose Cardrant, Madison Lynn Charpenti-
er, Vivian Chen, Michael John Cloutier, 
Serenity Lynn-Marie Conant, Cheyanne 
Elizabeth Contois, Melanie Graciela Con-
way, Hannah Elizabeth Cooper, Henry 
Michael Cournoyer, Amelia Madeleine 
Courtemanche, Sean Kenneth Crane, 
Tessa Maeve Culverwell, Dani-Lynn Su-
zanne Curboy, Jacob Thomas Custance, 
Teddy Ross DeMings, Julian Paul Detra, 
Violet May DiCesare, Carter Thomas 
Dowling, Annika Michelle Espinoza, An-
thony Thomas Farinato, Cadence Irene 
Ferro, Josie Robin Folcarelli, Ava Marie 
Fox, Carleigha Rose French, Graciella 
Nicole Garjian, Adeleine Claire Gaumond, 
Alessandro Jeffrey Gay, Francesca Irene 
Gay, Kacey Jean Gemboski, Quinn Mat-
thew Genaway, Owen Edward Gendreau, 
Abigail Marion Germain, Jackson William 
Gillette, Joshua Matthew Goody, Jason 
Richard Guertin, Matthew Paul Guer-
tin, Alana Grace Hebert, Teaghan Sadie 
Jaquith, Liam Russell Jenkinson, Brodie 
Hunter Kaplan, Austin Pierce Kimbell, 
Miles Henry Komssi, Cameron Michael 

Kozlowski, Lyla Marie Kress, Caraline 
Rita Lambert, Kayla Joy Lardizzone, Ryan 
William Lavoie, Maya Grace Lewis, Au-
tumn Rose MacIntosh, Ella Jane Mackin, 
Kirsten Mae Maertens, Hazel Beatrice 
Martin, Jacoby Ryan McPherson, Nicho-
las Raymond Merriam, Michael Brendan 
Mooney, Eve Cecelia Morley, Xavier Quin-
cy Mumford, Noah James Nelson, Sofia 
Chin Nguyen, Brayden Sam Otieno Oku-
ma, Callen Michael Olson, Emma Eliza-
beth Outland, Anne Sanjana Paiyagala, 
Aubrey Rain Palmere, Akshar Ashish Pa-
tel, Lucas Preston Pearl, Logan dos San-
tos Peck, Brayden Lucas Pelchat, Sole 
Kairi Ramos, Kylie Madison Ray, Ryker 
Kenneth Reissner, Claire Alexandra Re-
millard, Aiden Christopher Rice, Autumn 
Rain Robbins, Joshua Kenneth Robdau, 
Laylah Janal Rodriguez, Spencer John 
Sacco, Julianna Marisol Sanchez, Adrian-
na Juliet Santella, Landon Cory Santos, 
Samuel Adam Scott, Alessandra Isabel 
Serret, Dominick Mark Shannon, Remy 
Keith Shepard, Brady Matthew Silber-
stein, Trent Alexander Smith, Nicholas 
James Sokol, Isabel Suzanne St. Peter, 
Alden Jonathan Stalker, Ava Jeanne Starr, 
Ely Christopher Sturgeon, Alexander An-
tonio Tarallo Bartolini, Logan Robert Thi-
bault, Genevieve Eily Timmins, Nicholas 
Robert Tremblay, Donovan Bruce Trent, 
Gianna Lee Vega, Kensley Vernet, Mar-
shall Guy Weaver, Noah Nakano Wexler, 
James Aiden Woloski and Rohn Julian 
Zeleznok.

TANTASQUA  ❙  from page10
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Welcome KELLY N. 
POULIOT, O.D.

1504 North Main St., Palmer, MA 01069 • 413.283.3511 • fax 413.283.5396 • 362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA 01056 • 413-589.7308 • fax 413.547.8933

KELLY KELLY &&  
VELAZQUEZVELAZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, PETER J. KELLY, M.D.M.D.
LEONARD J. VELAZQUEZ, LEONARD J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.O.D.

Dr. Pouliot is a board-certified 
Optometrist who joined 
Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center
 in January 2024. She graduated 
from the Ramapo College of New Jersey 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Biology. She received her 
Doctorate degree from the Pennsylvania College  
of Optometry at Salus University.

Dr. Pouliot has had over two thousand patient 
encounters upon completion of her clinical 
externships in the following specialties:
   • Contact Lenses (Jacksonville, NC)
   • Ocular Diseases (Johnson City, TN)
   • VA Hospital (St. Cloud, MN)
   • Low Vision Rotation (Philadelphia, PA)

Dr. Pouliot has a special interest in ocular/systemic 
diseases and other ocular emergencies. She is a 
member of the American Optometric Association 
and the Massachusetts Society of Optometrists. She 
is a native of the Pioneer Valley. She enjoys traveling 
and spending time with friends and family.

Accepting 
New Patients

www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

FOR SALE
2020 RAV4 XLT 

35,000 miles 
Excellent 
Condition 
$23,000 

Call 413-668-6718

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

4-DAY 
BOOTHBAY 

HARBOR VACATION
 June 11-14, 2024

Call now – Availability Limited!

March 16 .... Frozen at P.P.A.C. ............................... $130
May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

Scouts celebrate Scout Anniversary Week
PALMER -- Feb. 4 was Scout Sunday, the first day 

of Scout Anniversary Week, ending on Scout Sabbath 
on Saturday.

The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated on 
Feb. 8, 1910 and this year is the 114th Anniversary of 
the Boy Scouts of America.

The mission of the BSA is to prepare young people 
to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes 
by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and 
Scout Law.

Since 1910, the Boy Scouts of America has been 
the nation’s foremost program of character develop-
ment and value-based leadership training for youth. 
The program encourages youth to pursue their special 
interests, make new friends, develop leadership skills, 
and give back to the community. 

MassJam is a special jamboree for all Scouts BSA 
troops, Venture Crews and Sea Scouts, held every 5 
years at the Cape Cod Fairgrounds. If a Scout cannot 

attend a National Jambo-
ree, then attending Mass-
Jam is the next best thing.

This year’s activities 
included an Order of the 
Arrow Theme Show, axe 
throwing, air rifles, ar-
chery, challenge events, 
escape room, human 
foosball, exhibits, dis-
plays special programing, 
a Trading Post and patch 
trading.

Palmer Troops 64 
and 5164, chartered by 
the Second Congrega-
tional Church, both at-
tended and had a great 
time.

Jamboree 
signs at top 
of the hill at 
the Summit 
Center.

Scouts huddled at tables for patch trading.

Peter Izyk rode his assigned golf cart. Izyk 
worked with Physical Arrangements, which 

was responsible for setting up watering sta-
tions, setting out signs emptying trash barrels, 

moving equipment around, restocking por-
ta-potties and any other duties requested.

Submitted Photos

Challenge events, including bounce houses, were set up on the field.

Troops sat on the field at the opening ceremony.

Girls from Scouts BSA Troop 5164 climb the wall at Mo-
ses Scout Reservation.

The BSA Conservation Trail Flag, which is flown 
at the BSA headquarters tent.

Leaders and Scouts from Scouts BSA Troop 64.


