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PALMER—The snow 
was everywhere this week-
end, but it would take more 
than a nor’easter to stop 
Haiden Chabot from selling 
cookies to her Palmer com-
munity.

The 8 year old Girl 
Scout, alongside the friendly 
faces of local residents Jillian 
Jamilowski and Patrick Sulli-
van, was out in the blistering 
cold on North Main Street, 
selling boxes of flavorful 
goodies near the front en-
trance of Capitol Cleaners & 
Launderers.

“We’ve have been here 
since 3PM. There was one 
other group before us,” Pat-
rick Sullivan said. “The Girl 
Scouts kind of work us in 
shifts. It has been a fairly 
steady rate here.”

Snow and cold temps
did not deter local girl scouts
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The friendly faces of Jillian Jamilowski, Patrick Sullivan, and Girl Scout, Haiden Chabot were out selling cookies in the 
wintery weather recently.

Submitted photos

Daisy Girl Scout Scarlett Bluteau outside the gas station at four corners 
in Three Rivers.

Girl Scouts Ellie Payant and Brynn Lagimoniere set up their drive thru cook-
ie booth in the parking lot of Rondeau’s Dairy Bar on Route 32 in Palmer.

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer 

hgiza@turley.com

MONSON – The Monson 
Board of Health held their first Opi-
oid Settlement Fund Listening Ses-
sion this past Sunday at St. Patrick 
Rectory’s Columbia Hall.

Board of Health Member 
Kathy Nothe was there to lead the 
discussion, which quickly became 
an impassioned conversation with 
almost every attendee in the room 
speaking their mind.

Local Western Massachusetts 
resident, Mary Hull, was at the cen-
ter of the talk. 

“When we can get to the root 
of the problem, when I went all 
the way back and I grasped all the 
things that happened in my child-
hood that changed my world, and 
I was able to do that and accept it, 
it changed everything for me,” Hull 
said. 

She then shared some ideas 
about improving the condition of 
drug and substance abuse stigma in 
the town of Monson. 

“With enough love and talk, the 
community as a whole can be a re-
covery team,” Hull said. 

One brave woman came for-
ward next, talking about her recent 
milestone of being 11 years sober 
off opiates. She voiced a few per-

sonal concerns for the Monson 
community after the hall applauded 
her courageous story.

“I did not get sober in Monson, 
and I have lived here almost all my 
life,” she said. “I got a lot of my re-
covery education and resources up 
in Franklin County, and people in 
recovery up there recover loudly.”

The woman expanded upon her 
prior statement. 

“They have spaces to go and 
have spaces to find resources. One 
word I have not heard today is ‘re-
lapse,’ and we need relapse preven-
tion because the one thing about be-
ing an addict is that there are going 
to be relapses from people, much 
like me, who have 11 years of so-
briety.”

She continued, noting that even 
though she could speak about the 
issue she still struggles finding sup-
port. 

“People need to have a safe 
place to go and be able to feel com-
fortable being themselves,” she 
said. 

Dodie Carpentier, vice presi-
dent of Human Resources at Mon-
son Savings, began to lay out the 
prior roadblocks of the opioid fund 
debacle.

“The town had approved for us 
to have a dedicated staff person for 

MONSON

BOH holds passionate Opioid
Settlement Fund discussion
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Board of Health member Kathy Nothe listening to the concerns of a meeting 
member.

Introducing Scout, the 
new puppy adopted by 
Pathfinder Tech.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder Techni-
cal Vocational School is excited to 
introduce Scout, the English Gold-
en Retriever who is promoting men-

tal health among students and staff 
alike.

Scout was adopted by the 
school through support of the 
School Committee and a healthcare 
grant from the Massachusetts Inter-
local Insurance Association. This 
grant paid for the purchase of the 
dog, as well as training, veterinary 
services and supplies like toys and 
a cage.

“What we’re finding is it’s a 
nice icebreaker for those students 
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Happy Palmer native, Theresa Strobel, flexing her win after a busy round.
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PALMER – St. Thomas the 
Apostle Catholic Church has been 
a Palmer mainstay for almost two 
centuries with both the faithful and 
the bingo-savvy.

The parish’s blessed bingo 

event this past Friday started at 6:30 
p.m. and had over 70 people in at-
tendance. The local Catholic staple 
was packed to the brim with con-
testants on Friday night, but Father 
Rick and his loyal church crew were 
well prepared.

“This game has been going on 
since the early 1970’s,” said Father 
Rick. “It was only closed during 
the pandemic for about a year and a 
half. The atmosphere is considered 

St. Thomas Parish Bingo 
Night continues to grow

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Pathfinder’s new puppy 
chases the blues away

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At last week’s 
School Committee meeting, 
Superintendent Matthew Fran-
cis made a presentation about 
the Student Opportunity Act, in 
which he highlighted the priori-
ties the schools will focus on in 
the next year.

SOA was enacted in 2019, 
when the state recognized that 
schools were being underfunded 
by Chapter 70 and introduced a 
new formula to rework the fund-
ing. This called for school dis-
tricts to develop a three-year plan 
to look at data disparities in stu-
dent learning and opportunities.

Francis described specific 
evidence-based practices that 
would be highlighted for SOA 
funding.

“At the time when they en-
acted SOA, there were four areas 
by which these evidence-based 
programs were to come from,” 
Francis said, listing them as 
Enhanced Core Instruction, Tar-
geted Student Supports, Talent 
Development and Conditions for 
Student Success.

Francis described 21 in-
dividual EBPs that fall within 
these four categories. 

“In 2020, the Palmer Public 

Schools chose these three EBPs,” 
listed Francis. “Supporting edu-
cators to implement high-quality 
aligned curriculum; inclusion 
and co-teaching for students with 
disabilities and English learners; 
and developing effective family/
school partnerships.”

Francis also had data de-
scribing how much money was 
put into these programs since the 
SOA. Some of these were met 
through combination with Chap-
ter 70 funding, federal grants, 
and ESSER funding.

“The individual who was 
doing the report allocated rough-
ly $18,000 was spent towards 
that first EVP, high-quality cur-
riculum,” Francis said. “Just over 
$535,000 went to inclusion and 
co-teaching, and then $62,000 
was dedicated to family/school 
partnerships EBP, which gave 
roughly $615,139 in total.”

Francis said that of that to-
tal, $539,000 came from chapter 
70 funds.

The following year, one of 
the EBPs was dropped, so it was 
estimated that roughly $545,823 
went to providing a high-quality 
curriculum, and just a little over 
$226,973 went to inclusion and 
co-teaching, resulting in a grand 
total of $772,796. 

Supt. presents plan for
Opportunity Act funds

SCHOOLS
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Georgia Bousquet, Mackenzie Peterson, Addison Doktor, and Julianna Love-
joy couldn’t help but take a picture with Scout in the halls.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN CHOPS or 
ROAST......................................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 1/25/24-1/31/24

$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
SMOKED SHOULDER PICNIC$199

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST or STEAKS ........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 
USDA INSP. FROZEN

ROASTER CHICKEN ...................

$699
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

51/60 CT RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG 

67¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

88¢

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$699

$999
lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BOURBON MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP.  FRESH

AMERICAN LAMB RIB CHOPS 

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST 
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$577
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

TRUE TIDES
TUNA STEAKS 10 OZ PAK ............. ea

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$799
lb

$977
lb

CUT
FREE

5 LB 
BAG$459

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

KAGIN & BAILEY

These two are best friends. The kitty is Kagin 
(pronounced like “Cajun”), and Bailey is the hamster.

We feature your pets here. Is your fur friend a 
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse…you get 
the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying 
to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-res-
olution jpg of your pet with a little information to 
mharrison@turley.com. 

of theof the

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

413-636-5819

ROBIN 
DANE

Cutting and 
Styling

1005 Central St., Palmer, MA

Color & Cut $72 
in a quiet and private atmosphere

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9022

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At the House of Art 
this past weekend, there was a delightful 
display arranged by two local teachers to 
help students learn about American his-
tory.

Laura Asson, a history teacher at 
Pathfinder Vocational Technical School, 
and Valerie Wlodyka, the library media 
specialist at Bay Path Regional Voca-
tional Technical School, have been hold-
ing 18th century tea parties for about five 
years.

The program was envisioned to help 
students learn about the styles and cul-
ture of the time period through a fun and 
delicious activity.

Asson and Wlodyka pour tea and 
provide a variety of cookies based on 
recipes from the time period, all while 
dressed in classic period clothing.

Pathfinder’s culinary students baked 
the cookies that were handed out during 

the event, while the costumes worn by 
Asson and Wlodyka were hand-crafted 
by Asson herself.

“Asson enjoys creating artwork and 
historical clothing in her free time,” said 
the press release advertising the event. 
“Her research has led to comprehensive 
demonstrations on historical art tech-
niques from the 18th century, and she is 
currently developing programs on 19th 
century art for future events.”

The teachers said that they enjoy 
collaborating and have applied for a 
grant to expand the program.

“We complement each other,” Wlo-
dyka said. “She’s the yin to my yang.”

The program is held thanks to col-
laboration with the Monson Arts Council 
and the Monson Museum of Art volun-
teers.

If you’d like to learn about upcom-
ing events at the House of Art, or to 
schedule one yourself, you can call them 
at 413-267-9764 or send an email to 
info@monsonartscouncil.org.

18th Century Tea Party at House of Art

Winter’s a
Worrisome Time 

By Charles Barnes

Play your dirge, O’January and on…
For the slow solemn days that are 
And clouds scudding by, are no fair bloom
To call it a thaw in the weather. 
Soon as it’s cold, the fiddles out of tune 
So for warmth, we’ll keep on gabbing:

No neighbors to join in, since New Year’s 
When enough a last dance with the ladies? 
Someone once saw the world, under a Carolina 

moon
And looking to get back and see. 
An’ this nice wool scarf bright as a tanager 
(Whatever comes of it, will be:)
The Royal Stuart wrap all around;
Or raise on high, one good hour! 
But let the winds come throw it off
We wait out our discontent til it’s over. Event to celebrate Jack 

Godin’s first birthday
WILBRAHAM – On Jan. 28, 

from 1 – 4 p.m., a fundraiser will 
occur at the Country Club of Wil-
braham at 859 Stony Hill Road to 
celebrate Jack Godin’s first birthday 
and raise money for the Baystate 
Health Foundation. 

Jack, of Wilbraham, is 11 
months old. When he was eight 
days old, he was diagnosed with Vi-

ral Meningoencephalitis from a rare 
virus called Parechovirus and hos-
pitalized and admitted to the PICU 
at Baystate due to seizure activity. 
The seizures were causing him to 
have apneic episodes, which means 
he stopped breathing, and he was 
eventually intubated due to this. 
His symptoms slowly improved and 
after several days of being intubat-
ed, he was able to be extubated and 
eventually downgraded to the reg-
ular children’s floor where he was 
discharged home a few days later.

Jack’s parents, Cody and Liz, 

thank the entire medical team at 
Baystate Children’s Hospital for 
saving their son, who has had week-
ly physical therapy and occupa-
tional therapy sessions with early 
intervention services through CHD. 
Jack has seen many specialists in 
his young life but has been doing 
great so far and his parents are very 
hopeful and thankful.

Jan. 28 will be Jack’s first 
birthday, and Cody and Liz invite 
the community to attend the fund-
raising event that day. 

There will be food, door prizes 
(which will be raffled off), 
activities for children, raf-
fle baskets, music, cake (of 
course) and lots of fun!

Tickets for this event 
will be sold for $20 per per-
son. Children 12 years and 
younger are free. You can 
purchase tickets at the door 
or ahead of time through:   
Venmo: @elizabethgodin 
CashApp: @lizawarner 
PayPal: @mam-
a m a d e c r a f t i n g 
Make sure to include your 
first name, last name and 
phone number. 

Raffle items, baskets, 
or gift cards will be great-
ly appreciated. Monetary 
donations can be made by 
going to  https://givebut-
ter.com/h7RnBT, mailed 
(contact us for address) or 
in person at the event. If 
you’d like to have a chil-
dren’s activity there for 
your group or business 
please contact egodin23@
gmail.com or gjwar-
ner0410@gmail.com for 
more information.

Fundraiser at Country Club on Jan. 28 
to benefit Baystate Health Foundation

Saint Cecilia Women’s Club 
February meeting 

WILBRAHAM – The St. Cecilia Women’s 
Club February meeting takes place on Tuesday, Feb.

13 at 6 p.m. at 42 Main St. Join us for a fun 
filled night of games, prized and delicious treats.  
Kim Lawler will provide her excellent party skills to 
make this a memorable “Fat Tuesday”!

Please bring a nutritious snack to this meeting 
for adults and children in need. Thank you!

Support 
the local

businesses 
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Journal
Register

Valerie Wlodyka and Laura Asson poured tea and served 
cookies at the House of Art.

Laura Asson handcrafted the 18th century costumes she and Wlodyka wore for the 
tea party.

Valerie Wlodyka is a Library media Specialist at Bay 
Path Regional Vocational Technical School.

Valerie and Laura have been running this program to-
gether for five years.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

PHONE
413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

Staff Writer
Dallas Gagnon

dgagnon@turley.com

Marcello Gusmao
mgusmao@turley.com

Subscriptions
cgriswold@turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
($40 out of state)

Newsstand: $1.00 per copy

WEB
www.journalregister.turley.com

        @ The Journal Register

The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at journalregister@turley.
com, or call 283-8393, extension 
236. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-
8393 by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

Contact Us
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: info@topfloorlearning.org

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

TUTORING AVAILABLE –
Meet your professional 
& educational needs.

English Language learning, 
HiSet preparation, 
Resume writing.

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

PALMER – If you are looking for 
kindness in the cold heart of Western 
Massachusetts, just turn down Maple 
Street in Palmer.

An anonymous “secret helper” has 
been plowing for the neighborhood of 
the cozy side street for the past couple of 
years. Palmer native, Dawn Brown, and 
her adorable dog Jack have recently put 
an orange sign up in her window to show 
their mutual appreciation.

“I just want to say thank you to that 
person,” Brown said. “I don’t know his 
name or anything, but I put a sign up in 
my window. It’s the best that I can do.”

Brown is currently in the midst of 
redesigning her house when she isn’t 
working, leaving little time to go out and 
shovel her snowy home. This one con-
sistent act of kindness has inspired her 
for the past week, making it the second 
time this secret shoveler has catered to 
the neighborhood.

“I have to say it is so nice that peo-
ple do something so kind like that around 
here,” Brown said. “I saw him for the 
first time the other day and just waved, 
but by the time I turned around, he was 
like, gone!”

The unnamed hero has decided to 
keep his snow-shoveling identity a se-

cret, though that hasn’t stopped Brown 
from trying to show her sincere gratitude 
as much as she possibly can.

“I have an idea of who it is, and my 
neighbor says she might know the guy. 
I’m hoping she is right because on the 
weekend I am definitely going to bake 
for him. Either way, I just want him to 
know how much his help means to me.”

Known for her delicious Italian 
cookies, especially her sugar-coated piz-
zelle, Brown wants to give back to her 
unnamed local hero. 

“I can’t thank him enough. I was 
just thinking that I should bake him some 
bread or something,” she said.

When asked what type of bread she 
would make for her the shoveling hero, 
Brown paused for a moment, then said, 
“I think I would do a banana bread. I 
make a great one.”

Besides her terrific bread making 
skills, Brown wanted to make one more 
thing clear. 

“I think it is so nice that he does 
both sides of the street. He goes up and 
does the sidewalks for everybody in our 
neighborhood. A lot of us are older on 
this block, and to me, this is the best 
thing ever.

Whether young or old, this is the 
stuff small towns are made of. Due to 
this one act of sheer kindness, Dawn 
has been living much more comfortably; 
Jack The Dog included. 

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

MONSON – The Monson School 
Committee held its regular business 
meeting at Quarry Hill Community 
School this past week to much success.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Cheryl Clarke began the meeting with 
a few shout outs regarding local Mon-
son events happening over the next few 
days. These ranged from a Board of 
Health Listening Event involving Opi-
oid Settlement Funds to raising money 
for the Monson High School Girls Varsi-
ty Soccer team on Banner Night during 
halftime of the Girls Basketball game.

Lisa Stebbins and Caden Gonzalez, 
two sixth-grade Granite Valley Middle 
School students, spoke next, providing 
details of their Winter Concert. 

“It was well attended,” Gonzalez 
said. “Students played and sang several 
holiday songs in front of a packed audi-
torium. Thank you to Ms. Martin and all 
who attended.” Gonzalez also expressed 
grateful enthusiasm for Principal Mr. 
Trivisonno, who allowed his fifth-grade 
students to bury the school leader in the 
snow.

Stebbins then broke down several 
ins and outs happening at Granite Val-
ley, from origami workshops, special 
reading events, cafeteria yoga, library 
boardgames and gym basketball tourna-
ments between grades. 

“These choices are always a hit 
with students,” Stebbins said. 

She went on to detail each teacher 
involved with the activities before kind-
ly adding, “Thank you for having us to-
night.”

Vice President of Monson High 
School Caitlin Walker began to break 
down updates for the committee with 
their ongoing plans for their Walt Dis-
ney World Trip. 

“We have done a lot of awesome 
things and are very excited,” Walker 
exclaimed, after passing out packets for 
each member to review. 

“Our trip is next week, we fly down 
to Florida on Thursday, and we have six 
students who are eligible to go.” 

She added that the selected students 
have all exhibited good behavior as well 
as maintained passing grades alongside 
their parent guardian trip payments. 

“Not one of our students paid over 
$1,000 for this trip. We even had one 
student reduce her ticket price down to 
zero, so she is basically going down for 
free.” 

While each member smiled with 
enthusiasm, Clarke was glowing and 
said “Thank you for making this trip 
possible for those students!”

The rest of the meeting detailed 
setting future dates for Monson High 
School’s 2024 graduation, a review of 
action items and a discussion of im-
pending strategies for collective bar-
gaining and litigating positions of the 
public-school body.

The mission of the Monson School 
Committee is to maximize learning by 
adhering to a high standard of academ-
ic achievement. The committee hopes 
and strives for all students to become 
responsible, productive, global citizens. 
All matters listed at the event were pre-
pared by the chair, which will continue 
to maintain an open forum for all Mon-
son residents interested in sharing their 
voice and improving local education.

Turley photo by Harrison Giza

Dawn Brown holds up her sign thanking a kind neighbor for clearing her snow.

Snow shoveling hero 
lends helping hand

Monson School Committee 
discusses local events with 
special student speakers

MassDOT 
recommends 
Palmer as future 
West-East Rail stop

PALMER – After years of advocating for the 
inclusion of a Palmer stop in the plans for the West-
East Rail Project (now titled Compass Rail), state 
Sen. Jake Oliveira (Hampden, Hampshire & Worces-
ter District) was delighted and relieved to see the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) officially recommend the town as a future stop 
on the upcoming West-East Rail. 

The announcement was made on Jan. 17 during 
the MassDOT Board of Directors Meeting. Rail and 
Transit Administrator Meredith Slesinger was on 
hand to make the announcement. 

“I’m grateful for the commitment made by the 
Governor and the administration for this pivotal de-
velopment for not only the West-East Rail but for 
Palmer and Western Mass” Oliveira said in a press 
release. “The West-East Rail represents a monumen-
tal infrastructure project that will connect the greater 
Commonwealth, bridging the geographical and eco-
nomic gaps between Western Mass and Boston. The 
promise of this railway network is immense, with 
the potential to catalyze economic growth, promote 
regional development, and bolster social cohesion. 
I’m thrilled to see MassDOT take the next step in 
this generational project, and I’m glad they realized 
what we’ve known for some time. Palmer is the ideal 
location as a gateway to Western Mass.”

MassDOT came to the decision to recommend 
Palmer for a future stop on the rail following studies 
they conducted last year and will be allocating $4 
million for Planning and Design through their Capi-
tal Investment Program. 

Consulting firm RTD was selected in December 
for Planning and Conceptual Design. This will in-
clude key components such as public outreach, site 
selection, identification of station amenities and ac-
cess, conceptual design, and environmental scoping. 

The project is expected to follow an estimated 
18-month schedule.

“We’ve reached the end of our three-
year plan,” Francis said, adding that he 
will make a full presentation about the 
next year’s plan in March.

“We can keep our EBPs or we can 
choose new EBPs,” Francis said.

Francis explained that in addition to 
updating some of the terminology, the 
state expanded their programs from 21 
to 30. 

“I am proposing these three evi-
dence-based program practices,” Francis 
said. “Number one, expanded access to 
full-day high-quality pre-kindergarten 

for our four year olds. Number two, 
inclusion and co-teaching for students 
with disabilities and English learners… 
And number three, increasing opportu-
nities for all students to engage in arts, 
enrichment, world languages, athletics 
and elective courses.”

Francis said that he believes this is 
an opportunity to foster students to be-
come well-rounded individuals.

The School Committee was sup-
portive of Francis’s plan and praised his 
presentation.

Every $20 donation made to Great-
er Springfield Habitat for Humanity by 
end-of-day Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024, 
will be entered for a chance to win a 
Spa Renewal Day gift card for two peo-
ple at the exclusive Canyon Ranch in 
Lenox.

The winner will be drawn at our 
Valentine’s Day dedication, celebrating 
the completion of our newest home in 
Holyoke. Participants don’t have to be 
present to win.

“We are very appreciative of 
Canyon Ranch for partnering with us 
on this fundraiser. Stable affordable 
housing plays a key role in a family’s 
well-being and Canyon Ranch wants 
our donors to have a chance at increas-
ing their well-being by supporting our 
programs,” said Aimee Giroux, GSH-
FH executive director. “What a fan-
tastic way for us to celebrate the com-
pletion of a home on Chestnut Street 
in Holyoke that will be dedicated and 

sold to the Santos family on Valentine’s 
Day.”

To donate, visit habitatspringfield.
org/donate;  https://bit.ly/3lq36gO; or 
text “BUILD413” to 44-321 and follow 
the prompts.

GSHFH is dedicated to strength-
ening communities by empowering 
low-income families to change their 
lives and the lives of future gener-
ations through homeownership and 
home preservation opportunities. Since 
1987, Greater Springfield Habitat has 
built or repaired 129 homes in Hamp-
den County. This project represents the 
first home to utilize ICFs, which will 
further reduce long-term costs for the 
future homeowners.

For more information, contact 
Brandy O’Brien, Marketing and Com-
munications manager, at obrien@hab-
itatspringfield.org  or (413) 739-5503 
x1005.

Habitat introduces ‘Hearts and 
Homes’ challenge, fundraiser
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Viewpoints

I used the last of my home grown 
carrots in soup today.  

Growing enough carrots to last into 
the winter months is a huge accomplish-
ment for me. You see, I’ve never been the 
best carrot grower.  

In the past, either the seeds didn’t 
germinate well, or if they did, bugs ate 
the seedlings when they were just an inch 
tall. One year I got past that only to have 
the roots taste so bitter at harvest that I 
ended up throwing them all out.  

All that work for nothing! 
After a good carrot growing experi-

ence last year, however, things are look-
ing up, and I’m planning for an even bet-
ter harvest 
this summer. 
I’ve been 
slow to in-
ventory my 
seeds this 
year, but in 
preparation, 
I did some 
research on 
carrot variet-
ies and cul-
ture.

M y 
g r e a t - f l a -
vored carrots were due in part to the va-
riety. 

I don’t remember the exact name, 
but I know for certain they were a Nantes 
type. The sausage shape and blunt end is 
a give-away.  They were crisp and sweet 
and about six-seven inches long.

If you aim to grow the kind of stan-
dard carrots that are typically sold in the 
grocery store, Imperator types are what 
you should look for. Because they can 
grow very long, be sure you have loose, 
deep soil.  

Some experts say that although they 
can top off at nine-10 inches long, they 
are not always flavorful.

Chantenay types are a good choice 
for shallow soils. 

These carrots have wide shoulders 
but are extremely tapered, growing only 
five-dix inches long. They are typically 
crisp and sweet, and like most carrots, 
taste even sweeter after a few frosts.

Another good choice for shallow or 
dense soils are the Danvers types. Orig-
inating in Danvers, Massachusetts, this 
heirloom six-eight inch carrot tapers to 
a point.  

Typically, they store well and are 
good for cooking.

In addition to these types, there are 
hybrids of the above types and special-
ties beyond that. Once thing they all have 
in common is their culture.  

Growing carrots is not hard if you 
follow a few hard and fast rules.

Ideally soil should be deep, loose 
and free of stones. Carrots grow well in 
raised beds for this reason.  

Regular garden beds should have 
the soil loosened to about a foot deep. 
Be wary of using fresh manure or other 
sources of fertilizer that are super high 
in nitrogen.  

While it’s true that carrots like some 
nitrogen, having ultra rich soil will make 
for fibrous, hairy roots.  Last year, I 
sowed my carrot seeds immediately after 
harvesting my garlic in July. 

I did not amend the soil at all in 
preparation of the planting. Experts say 
that if you are going to amend it should 
be done the fall prior.  

It can take a long time for carrot 
seeds to sprout. Gardeners have tried all 
sorts of extraneous measures to get them 
to germinate more quickly and with 
greater consistency.  

Here are some things I have read 
about and some I have tried.  

The old radish trick – try sowing 

radish seed interspersed among your car-
rot seed. The radishes will sprout first, 
marking the row and providing some 
shade for the developing carrot seed-
lings.  

Some people pre-sprout. Place seed 
in a moist paper towel and set it in a 
warm spot in the house and it will sprout. 
Immediately after sprouting it is sown in 
place in the garden.  

The rows are kept moist and ideal-
ly the seedlings take hold. Sadly, I have 
read that sometimes this causes roots that 
end up misshapen. 

Sometimes gardeners use wood, 
shade cloth or burlap to keep the seedbed 

moist. If you 
miss when the 
seeds sprout, 
they could be 
smothered un-
der these cov-
erings or worse 
yet, get tangled 
up in the fab-
ric.  

Check dai-
ly and remove 
coverings on 
the first notice 
of germina-

tion. Continue to keep the bed watered or 
seedlings will perish.  

My success this past summer was 
due in part to when I sowed. In mid-July, 
soil temperatures were optimum (around 
75 degrees) and seedlings germinated in 
a week.  

I kept the plot watered until they 
were up and growing.  Although carrot 
seed can germinate in early spring- even 
when soil temperatures are below 50 de-
grees, it will definitely require some pa-
tience, and work, on our part, to keep the 
seedbed from drying out.

Another concern gardeners have, 
has to do with sowing the tiny seeds and/
or thinning the seedlings. Carrots mature 
to the right size when given at least two 
inches between plants.  

I usually try to sow my seed a half-
inch apart and then thin to two inches. 
Thinning is a pain to do, especially in 
bigger plantings, but it can be done.  

In order not to damage nearby seed-
lings, I often use a tiny pair of scissors 
to cut away the crowding seedlings. A 
thumb and index finger can also be used 
to pinch away the excess plants right at 
the soil line.  

Sometimes gardeners mix carrot 
seed with sand or dry coffee grounds 
to make sowing the small seed easier; 
using seed tape or pelletized seed are 
other, albeit expensive options to insure 
more equidistant seedlings. Regular car-
rot seeds are viable for two-three years 
whereas pelletized seed is viable for a 
year.  

Plan accordingly by not ordering 
more than you need. Tape and coated 
seed do still need to be kept as moist as 
regular sowings – maybe even more so, 
due to the additional layers.

I am excited to grow carrots again 
this year. Hopefully a bigger harvest will 
enable soup-making well into spring.  

Tackling what types of carrots to 
grow and ensuring good germination and 
a healthy stand of seedlings will mean 
I am well on my way to achieving that 
goal!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Crazy for carrots

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

How can I get 
details about my 
Social Security 
payment?
Dear Rusty

How do I find the actual breakdown of the 
Medicare insurance that I have auto deducted 
and my actual Social Security payment? 

I was just looking at a video which ex-
plained the 3% Cost of Living Adjustment we 
will be receiving this year and it compared the 
current payout to the new payout. There seems 
to be a big difference in what I am getting and 
what they said in the video. Currently my So-
cial Security payments are $1,431. My Medi-
care insurance is supposed to be $165, which 
means my total Social Security is about $1,596. 
On the video it said all retired workers are get-
ting $1,848 with the new increase to take it 
to $1,938. There are a couple hundred dollars 
there that I seem to be missing out on. Can you 
help me understand that difference? 

Signed: Confused Senior

Dear Confused Senior 
What you’re asking for is an itemized 

breakout of your gross Social Security bene-
fit, any deductions being taken therefrom (e.g., 
your Medicare Part B premium), the amount of 
your COLA increase and your net Social Se-
curity payment for 2024. If that is the case, the 
best way to get this detail is in your personal 
“my Social Security” online account, which 
provides all the information mentioned. 

You can access your online account at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount, and if you don’t al-
ready have that online account set up, you’ll 
need to first establish your online access cre-
dentials. Instructions for how to do that will be 
at that website. 

I’m not sure which video you watched, 
but “all retired workers” do not get $1,848 or 
$1,938. Everyone’s Social Security benefit is 
different, based on their lifetime earnings re-
cord and the age at which they claimed bene-
fits. The numbers you heard in the video were 
likely average Social Security payments, not 
the actual amount you should personally be re-
ceiving. Here’s how it works:

 Your personal benefit is based on your Pri-
mary Insurance Amount, which is the amount 
you get if you claim for your benefits to start at 
your Full Retirement Age, which is somewhere 
between 66 and 67 depending on the year you 
were born. Claim before your FRA your ben-
efit is permanently reduced; claim after your 
FRA it is higher. 

Your personal maximum benefit is 
achieved if you claim at age 70. The Medicare 
Part B premium (for outpatient healthcare ser-
vices) is automatically deducted from your So-
cial Security payment. Although the standard 
2023 Part B premium was $164.90, the stan-
dard 2024 Part B premium is $174.70. 

You may also have other things, e.g. in-
come tax, withheld from your monthly Social 
Security payment.

The annual Cost of Living Adjustment for 
2024 is 3.2%. That means your gross Social Se-
curity benefit goes up by that percentage start-
ing in 2024. 

But there was also a $9.80 increase in 
your Medicare Part B premium starting in 
2024, which means that you won’t see all of 
the COLA increase in your Social Security 
payment. Since your Medicare premium is de-
ducted from your Social Security, that Medi-
care increase will also be taken from your SS 
payment, so you won’t see the full 3.2% COLA 
increase in your 2024 Social Security payment.

To see all of this detail for you personally, 
I suggest you access your online “my Social 
Security” account as described above. As an 
alternative, you can also call Social Security 
at 1-800-772-1213 and request a Benefit Ver-
ification Letter which will include all the in-
formation you seek about your Social Security 
payment. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 
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Courtesy of the Wells Library Lee Hamilton Photo Collection

Rep. Lee H. Hamilton and others are shown with 
Vice-Premier Deng Xiaoping in June 1979 during the 
first official visit to the U.S. by top Communist Chinese 
leadership. Among the others are Paul Findley in the far 
left back and Michael Barnes to Hamilton’s left. 

HAMILTON ON FOREIGN POLICY

Bashing China is 
easy but not
always helpful

Here’s one thing we can count on in the upcom-
ing election year: American politicians will find ways 
to criticize China, even if they’re running for jobs that 
have little to do with U.S. foreign policy.

China-bashing is a tried-and-true way to appeal for 
votes. 

It’s politically safe: China has few defenders any-
where in the United States. Politicians can take shots at 
China without worrying that they will offend anyone or 
lose support and, certainly, China often deserves criti-
cism.

But there is a downside to reflexive anti-China 
rhetoric. With the world’s second-largest population 
and its second-largest economy, China is a force in 
world affairs. 

We need to push back when it threatens our inter-
ests, but we also need to engage with China when ap-
propriate.

It’s understandable that China would be a target for 
attacks. We live in a bipolar world, with the U.S. and 
China competing for global influence. 

Under President Xi Jinping, China has positioned 
itself as our chief rival and China’s actions often call 
for pushback. It engages in unfair trade practices, disre-
gards intellectual property rules and tramples on human 
rights. 

It has been accused of genocide against the Uyghur 
population in its Xinjiang province. It threatens Taiwan 
and antagonizes its neighbors over the South China Sea.

To many Americans, China can seem foreign and 
far away. Its people look different and speak different 
languages. Its autocratic system of government is very 
different from our democratic system. 

A recent Pew Research Center survey found half 
of Americans consider China to be the biggest threat 
we face; that’s three times as many as view Russia as 
our biggest threat. In another survey, more than 80% of 
Americans had negative views of China.

Some of China’s actions do call for strong respons-
es. We should expect candidates for relevant govern-
ment offices to adopt clear positions toward China. 

But China-bashing can go too far. 
In Indiana, where I live, one candidate for governor 

has made “combating China” a centerpiece of his cam-
paign. He and his rivals say they will confront China 
over fentanyl imports, online theft of personal informa-
tion, and other matters. 

The next governor of Indiana will have a lot of im-
portant issues to address, but getting tough with China 
won’t be high on the list.

Demonizing China also has a long and sometimes 
ugly history in the United States. Chinese immigrants 
in the 1800s did hard and dangerous jobs, working in 
mines and building railroads, but faced discrimination 
in housing, employment and education. 

Anti-Chinese bias led Congress to pass the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882, barring further Chinese immi-
gration. Sensationalistic newspapers fanned fears of a 
“Yellow Peril” that threatened native-born Americans. 

A 1924 law further restricted Asian immigration.
Some of those old prejudices can resurface today. 

One recent poll found that voters linked politicians’ an-
ti-Chinese rhetoric to a spike in violence against Asian 
Americans. 

With election campaigns getting underway, some 
experts predict a rise in hate incidents.

At the end of the day, U.S. officials will have to lay 
aside the rhetoric and engage with China. That means 
standing firm when China threatens our interests and 
those of our allies, but it also means finding ways to 
work together. 

We can, and should, cooperate on addressing cli-
mate change, combating terrorism, deterring drug 
smuggling, promoting free and fair trade, and other is-
sues. 

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years.announcements

birthbirth
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“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

LI6HT UP PALMER would like to ask for your support of

Tailgate Tavern’s Soup Cook Off
Spend a few hours together at the tavern, 

have a chance to win door prizes, and vote for your favorite soup... 
Prizes are awarded for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. 
Stop by the Tavern now and ask the Tailgate bartender for 

the sign-up sheet to enter a soup. Come, enjoy the fun! 
Soup, Prizes and Monetary Donations are accepted.

Proceeds from the Soup Off will go toward additions and maintenance of 
Light Up Palmer’s community programs; including the Purple Heart banner, 
American flag and flower display on Main Street, Depot Village, as well as 
the Xmas holiday decorations and event. LUP thanks the Tailgate Tavern, 
their employees, and patrons for their continued support of our efforts to 

honor resident Veterans who have received the Purple Heart medal. 
If you, or someone you know is a recipient and does not currently have 
a banner recognition, please see the Town of Palmer’s Veterans agent 

(Tina Brohman) to have their name added. 

With Sincere Thanks to the Tailgate Tavern
Palmer Business Partnership Inc.

LIGHT UP PALMER COMMITTEE
A 501 C 3 NON PROFIT WITH THE ABILITY TO ACCEPT TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS

SOUP
COOK OFF
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2023

1:00 pm til 3:00 pm

that have a hard time expressing their feelings and 
talking about what’s going on,” said Principal Brenda 
Turner. “If he’s in the room, it breaks down a lot of 
barriers.”

Turner said that in addition to improving students’ 
mental health, Scout will also serve to address the ab-
senteeism that has increased at many schools and work-
places since the pandemic.

Director of Student Services, Marina Latourelle, 
has been charged with taking care of Scout after the 
school is closed, a responsibility that the rest of the staff 
has lined up to share, should Latourelle be unavailable.

“The recommendation was that he comes to work 
right away,” Latourelle said. “So he puts his little har-
ness on and he comes to work, and he loves it.”

A poll was held to name the puppy, with Scout 
beating out the suggestions of Petey (for PT) or Techie.

Superintendent Eric Duda named the adoption of 
Scout as one of his proudest accomplishments of the 
year, along with introducing the Yonder pouches to help 
cut down on phone use.

“This was done through a unanimous vote from our 
School Committee to adopt a new school policy,” said 
Duda. “It allowed us to move forward with the dog.”

Duda said that in the first week, Scout had already 
been called on to help students with various mental 
health challenges.

“You can have the best school psychologists and 
three guidance counselors and two adjustment counsel-
ors, a powerful admin team and a wonderful teaching 
staff, and we can all work to do something to help this 
student,” Duda said. “I saw this firsthand: you may or 
may not get there quickly, but with a puppy, you get 
there immediately.”

Walking through the halls with Scout, students 
would immediately light up as soon as they saw him. 
Turner said that the staff coordinates a schedule for 
Scout to visit different classrooms at different times of 
day, in between his training and daily care.

“The positive impact that he’s already had has 
blown everyone’s mind,” Duda said. “By the end of the 
first day, you can’t walk throughout this building with-
out having smiles and interactions.”

“We brought the puppy to our School Committee 
meeting last week,” Duda said. “We introduced the dog 
in public session, and everybody smiled, and people pet 
the dog, and everything else. The whole tone changes 
from there, you can feel the positive energy.”

Duda said he believes that Pathfinder is the first 
school out of the nine towns it services to have a dog 
on-campus and said that he hopes other towns will fol-
low their example.

“Myself and the team are happy to work with any-
one who’s interested in doing what we’re doing,” Duda 
said, mentioning that police and fire departments could 
also benefit from a dog onsite.

Turley Publications photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Scout posed for a picture with Principal Brenda Turner 
and Marina Latourelle.

Jennavieve Josephson stopped to pick up Scout on her 
way through the halls.

PATHFINDER  ❙  from page 1

The Sons of Amvets, the Ladies Auxiliary of AMVets Post 74 members (l to r) Jacqui 
Wahlers, Kristine Lefebvre, Tammy Aniolowski, Andrea Sullivan, Tammy Foster and 
Shirley Eliason filled bags for Veterans.

Submitted photos

Shirley Eliason, Keith Paro, James Ziemba, and Andrea Sullivan.

Shirley Eliason, Keith Paro, James Ziemba, and Raymond Beaudette.

In partnership with The Sons 
of AmVets, the Ladies Auxiliary 
of AmVets Post 74 in Three Rivers 
used some of the proceeds from the 
St. Mary’s Lyceum arm chair race 
benefit and was able to double the 
amount of personal items that was 
purchased for the Soldier On Veter-
ans at Leeds.  We were able to pur-
chase enough items for 40 men and 
10 women Veterans.

Locals AmVets and Ladies Auxiliary Donate to Veterans 

Items that were gifted to the Veterans were made possible through proceeds from a fundraiser.

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email 
journalregister@turley.com.

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.
Let them

know
you saw 
their ad
in the

Journal
Register

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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JOIN
TODAY!

Aerial pictures provided by Above the Law Imagery

Visit warebca.com
email warebca@gmail.com

Ware Business & Civic Association now includes 
the communities of Palmer, Belchertown,  
West Brookfield, Warren and Hardwick.

 Businesses and organizations 
from those towns are welcome to join!

and Beyond! Join Our Small-Town Business Development Adventure!
Are you a small business owner looking to boost your community presence and connect 
with fellow entrepreneurs? Look no further! Welcome to the heart of our towns’ growth and 
success - the Ware Business & Civic Association...and Beyond!

➤ Our Mission
We’re not just any organization – we’re a community catalyst! Our mission is clear:  
foster camaraderie among local businesses, creating a vibrant hub that transforms our town 
into a must-visit destination for all. We’re here to ignite connections, inspire growth,  
and spark innovation.

➤ Why Join Us?
Referrals are just the beginning! As 
a member, you’ll enjoy the spotlight 
on your business within our close-
knit community. Think of us as your 
business’s ultimate cheerleaders, 
making sure your unique offerings 
shine bright.

➤ A Legacy of Achievement
Since 2011, our committee has been 
making waves. We’re not just about meetings – we’re 
about momentum. From securing endorsements for 
local businesses to orchestrating events that turn 
visitors into regulars, we’ve been shaping our towns’ 
destiny, one success story at a time.

➤ Events that Sparkle
Who says business can’t be fun? Picture this: 
quarterly membership nights that blend networking 
with laughter. We’re all about community, after all – 
and a little friendly competition in the bowling alley 
or at the axe throwing yard never hurt anyone.

➤ Network that Expands
With a sprawling member base, joining us means getting 
in on the action. Your business won’t just get noticed; 
it’ll become a star in our constellation of local talent.

➤ An Investment in Success
For just $120 per year, you’re securing your spot in 
our thriving business ecosystem. 

➤ Seamless Entry
➤ Embrace Uniqueness

PALMER

BELCHERTOWN WARE

HARDWICK

WEST 
BROOKFIELD

WARREN

Ready to take your business to  new heights while having a blast? 
Join us on this exciting ride!  Let’s be partners in growth and partners in fun.

to be, by many people, safe, and they 
feel it is a very comfortable place.”

Father Rick is all about keeping 
churchgoers comfortable, and with 
the amount of people that go to the 
much-anticipated game, it is an impres-
sive feat. 

“I would say we average between 
80 to 95 people every week. Last event 
was exactly 91 attendants,” he said. 

Carolyn Gibbs, the bingo manag-
er at the parish, concurred with Father 
Rick’s attendance count. “Last week 
was 91, but it definitely varies. When 
a big progressive hits, we can get well 
over 120 people,” she said.

Gibbs added that their prizes are a 
big reason for massive turnouts. 

“As far as total prizes it is in the vi-
cinity of $2300, and sometimes on those 
big nights, we reach up to $3,400,” she 
said. 

It should be noted that these figures 

represent the complete sum of money 
dished out to players, not just what can 
be won in single round.

“Our regular games are $50 each, 
but we have $100 dollar games, and we 
have $200 games,” Gibbs remarked. 
“We have two progressives, one is 
$1,199 and other is $400, but they have 
to win in a certain number of calls. If 
nobody gets them, there are $200 con-
solation prizes, and many people come 
back to try and get the large amounts at 
the next game.”

Then, Gibbs got down to the nit-
ty gritty, explaining exactly why St. 
Thomas bingo night continues to ramp 
up their success. 

“We run a pretty tight ship and we 
do not allow the shenanigans that go on 
at other bingos,” she said.

When asked about said shenani-
gans, Gibbs spilled the tea and told the 
truth. “There was a bingo in Ludlow for 
instance that was prone to, shall we say, 

not quite legal activities. It was not be-
cause of the bingo staff, but it was due 
to the patrons coming in and running 
side hustles, which is totally illegal. We 
stay on the proper side of the Massachu-
setts State Gaming Commission.”

Gibbs is a hard worker and was 
quick to celebrate the dedicated St. 
Thomas staff. 

“Everyone that works for us on 
bingo night is wonderful, and we try our 
best to follow the rules,” she said. “This 
is a nonprofit organization, and I think 
we are still growing. There is an influx 
of new people and existing patrons ev-
ery week and numbers have been pretty 
consistent… but we would always like 
to see them grow.”

“This parish has been in existence 
for over 140 years,” Father Rick said. 
“We keep moving forward in a faithful 
effective way, and hopefully, we contin-
ue to do that in the future with God’s 
help.”

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic 
Church is located at 1076 Thorndike St., 
Palmer and regularly holds their Friday 
night into events at 6:30 p.m.

As the snow fell harder and the wind grew colder, 
more and more cars pulled up to their table of highly 
sugared products. It was a sight to behold and a real 
treat for anyone who took the time out of their day to 
pick up a delicious batch of cookies.

“We braved the snow,” said Jamilowski. “It was a 
decent turn out too. Palmer residents were amazing and 
supportive!”

Though a young woman of few words, Chabot’s 
smile and bundled scarf gave her the appearance of a 
Norman Rockwell illustration. She remarked that her 
favorite kind of cookies were the beloved Adventure-
fuls, an indulgent brownie-inspired caramel flavored 
cookie with crème and a hint of sea salt.

The Girl Scouts sold cookies from January 19th to 
21st in both Palmer and Ware. The organization strives 
to serve their respective towns while making the world 
a better place to live in.

EAST BROOKFIELD— Second 
Chance Animal Services  announc-
es its remarkable accomplishment in 
2023, breaking all previous records by 
assisting 49,036 pets in living healthi-
er lives. As the nonprofit organization 
commemorates its 25th anniversary this 
year, it expresses gratitude to its ded-
icated team of volunteers, supporters, 
and staff who have demonstrated ex-
ceptional resilience in a year marked by 
challenges, rising to address the grow-
ing needs of pets within the community.

Second Chance Animal Services is 
unwavering in its commitment to pre-
serving the bond between pets and their 
owners, striving to keep pets in their 
homes whenever possible. This com-
mitment is realized through accessible 
and affordable full-service veterinary 
care, a pet food pantry program ensur-
ing no pet goes hungry, and adoption 
services for homeless pets.

Sheryl Blancato, CEO, and founder 
of Second Chance, expresses her heart-
felt appreciation for the organization’s 
accomplishments and acknowledges 
the collective effort that made them 
possible. “In a year of widespread chal-
lenges, the demand for assistance has 
been significant. Through innovative 
programs and strategic partnerships, we 
actively address the root causes of pet 
surrender and homelessness.”

Blancato highlights the organi-

zation’s focus on providing access to 
quality veterinary services for all pet 
owners, supporting those struggling to 
provide for their pets during difficult 
times, and fostering stronger bonds 
between families and their beloved 
animal companions. Blancato notes 
that Second Chance veterinary hospi-
tals provided assistance to more pets at 
subsidized rates than ever before, and 
the pet food pantry program saw record 
distributions to meet requests from lo-
cal human food pantries.

Looking ahead, Blancato empha-
sizes Second Chance’s commitment to 
expanding services to meet the rising 
needs. “We are actively hiring at all our 
hospital locations to extend our reach 
and assist more pets in need.”

Additionally, Second Chance 
serves as an emergency partner for var-
ious agencies, responding to natural 
disasters and aiding pets rescued from 
unimaginable living conditions.

Blancato said “Our mission to ad-
vocate for pets in need is ongoing. We 
must continue to fight for their well-be-
ing.”

For those looking to contribute 
to Second Chance’s vital work, dona-
tions can be made online at www.sec-
ondchanceanimals.org/help or by mail 
to Second Chance, PO Box 136, East 
Brookfield, MA 01515.

BOSTON —  The Massachusetts 
Senate passed S.2548, an act to provide 
for competitiveness and infrastructure in-
vestment in Massachusetts, an economic 
development bill that takes advantage of 
the interest accrued from the common-
wealth’s stabilization fund and leverages 
that interest to ensure the state receives the 
maximum possible share of federal funds. 
The commonwealth’s stabilization fund 
currently has a historic balance of $8.2 
billion.

It is estimated Massachusetts current-
ly has the opportunity to receive up to $17.5 
billion through historic, once-in-a-genera-
tion federal funding opportunities.

“Thanks to the judicious planning of 
the Senate, we find ourselves in a near-un-
precedented position to serve the com-
monwealth. Now, I’m excited for what’s 
next. We have an incredible opportunity 
to unlock these additional federal funds 
for ambitious projects like the West-East 
Rail and imperative water and sewer infra-
structure improvements that will create a 
positive impact that will be felt for gener-
ations.” said Oliveira. “I thank the Admin-
istration, Senate President Spilka, Chair 
Rodrigues, and my dedicated colleagues 
in the Senate for where we find ourselves 
today, and I look forward to continuing to 
work together to maximize these funds for 
the residents of Massachusetts.”

This smart financial accounting initia-

tive will require the Comptroller to trans-
fer interest from the stabilization fund to 
the Commonwealth Federal Matching and 
Debt Reduction Fund on a quarterly basis 
if the stabilization balance is of a healthy 
amount. The Secretary of Administration 
and Finance would then pursue federal 
funding opportunities available thanks to 
the historic availability of federal funds for 
infrastructure, resiliency and economic de-
velopment projects.

Over the coming years, this bill is ex-
pected to unlock more than $800 million 
in funds that will be used to fund the state 
or municipal match requirement for feder-
al competitive grant opportunities, as well 
as planning work that will help munici-
palities with the process of preparing ap-
plications for federal grants. Once federal 
grant opportunities expire, money in this 
fund will go toward reducing the common-
wealth’s long-term liabilities.

Through three pieces of federal leg-
islation: the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act, the Inflation Reduction Act, and 
the Creating Helpful Incentives to Pro-
duce Semiconductors Act, over $2 trillion 
in spending is being made available to 
states through competitive grant programs 
and formula allocations. With this bill the 
commonwealth will be maximizing its 
position to capitalize on these substantial 
federal funding opportunities.

Senate passes new legislation Second Chance achieves milestone

Submitted photos

Cadette Girl Scout Willow Laboy luring in customers 
holding sign outside Capital Cleaners in Palmer.

Daisy Girl Scout Bailey Dipietro stayed warm inside Ta-
bles Restaurant in Palmer Saturday morning.

GIRL SCOUTS  ❙  from page 1

Cici Reed, Cadette Girl Scout braving the cold outside 
Walmart in Chicopee.

Turley photo by Harrison Giza

Haiden Chabot, 8, holding her favorite flavor of Girl Scout 
Cookies, Adventurefuls.

Turley photo by Harrison Giza

St. Thomas packed to the pious brim with diehard 
bingo players.

 Smiling Karen Brown took home the first round prize Attendee Elissa Splaine hitting it big after a successful 
Bingo round.

Kind fellow Father Rick stopping to take 
a picture before the first round begins.

BINGO   ❙  from page 1
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GRANBY – Last Friday night, 
fast-paced action eventually went in 
favor of Granby boys basketball 60-
56 over Palmer. Both teams played 

an up-tempo game throughout, but 
Granby prevailed despite trailing 
at halftime. Colin Murdock had 
19 points to lead all scorers while 

Gavier Fernandez added 17 points. 
Palmer was led by Andrew Menard 
with 14 points while Stephen Fre-
dette had 10 points. Granby im-

proved to 9-2 on the season while 
Palmer dropped to 6-4.

Panthers come up short after leading early

Dylan Doherty looks to pass his way out of tight coverage. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Gavin Smola tries to shoot over two Granby players.

Shawn Troche looks left to pass as he heads 
down the court.

Taydem Haley dekes then drives 
toward the hoop.

Andrew Menard goes for the layup.

MONSON – During the past 
week, Monson girls basketball 
suffered losses against Wahconah 
Regional and on Jan. 12 at South 

Hadley. The losses dipped the Mus-
tangs well below .500 at 3-7, but 
their strength of schedule has them 
well in the playoff hunt in Division 

5. The Mustangs play many teams 
in divisions above them. Currently, 
Monson is ranked 13th in Division 
5. The top 32 teams qualify for the 

tournament. Monson hopes to re-
bound on Jan. 25 at Taconic High 
School.

Pair of losses does not hurt Monson girls

Olivia Chrzan shoots over a pair of 
defenders.

Aniah Myrie looks to pass inside the 
paint.

Emily Provost goes after the tipoff. Sedona Arbour takes a free throw.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

BASKETBALL

Panthers scoot above .500 
with win over Orioles

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Vanessa Baer makes her way toward the hoop.

PALMER – Last Friday night, 
Palmer got a fast start and 21 
points from Vanessa Baer to cruise 
to a 54-28 win over Belchertown. 
Charlotte Theriault and Jayda Par-
do had 14 points each as Palmer’s 
defense was consistent throughout 

the entire first half, and their de-
fense held the Orioles down for 
most of the game. Palmer is now 
5-4 and are currently ranked fifth 
in the state in Division 5 in the 
Jan. 19 power rankings.

Charlotte Theriault sends a shot 
away.Jayda Pardo signals a play as 

she heads downcourt.

Madison Rathbone goes after a 
rebound.

Aubrey Boucher looks to pass as 
she cross midcourt.

ICE HOCKEY

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE—After losing 
four of their previous five games, 
the Amherst hockey team entered 
the second meeting of the regular 
season with Fay Division rival Chi-
copee looking for a much-needed 
victory.  

The Hurricanes got the job 
done by posting a 6-0 victory over 
the Pacers at the Fitzpatrick Skat-
ing Rink in Holyoke, last Saturday. 
It was also their first shutout of the 
season.

“We’ve lost four out of our last 
five games and we really needed 
this win,” said Amherst sophomore 
defenseman Ethan Mooney. “We 
came out very strong in the first pe-
riod and we’re hoping to build off 
this victory.”    

Mooney and senior forward 
Ethan Nompleggi-Hawk, who’s an 

assistant captain, are the only two 
players listed on the Amherst var-
sity hockey roster that attend Path-
finder Tech. The two high schools 
have co-op during the past couple 
of years.  

“Ethan and I both attend Path-
finder Tech, so it’s cool being team-
mates with him on the Amherst 
hockey team. I’m very glad that I’m 
not the only player from my school 
on this team,” said Mooney, who’s 
a first-year member of the Amherst 
hockey team. “I really wish that 
we had a few more hockey players 
from Pathfinder on our team. It has 
been a great experience so far.”      

Amherst head coach Michael 
Rousseau is looking forward to 
having Mooney play for his hock-
ey team during the next couple of 
years.

“Ethan is a great kid and he’s 

Hurricanes right ship in win

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Ethan Nompleggi looks to pass.Please see HOCKEY, page 8
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very coachable,” Rousseau said. 
“He’s still young and he just needs 
to fine tune a few things.”     

Pathfinder Tech also co-ops 
with the Monson boys’ lacrosse 
team. Mooney, who lives in Palm-
er, plays for that squad in the 
springtime. 

The Hurricanes, who won 
their first seven games, including 
a 6-1 home win over Chicopee on 
December 18, had a 9-4 overall 
record following last Saturday’s 
shutout victory.  

“I was a little bit nervous be-
fore the start of today’s game,” 
Rousseau said. “Even though 
Chicopee hasn’t had very much 
success this season, they’re still a 
very dangerous hockey team. Their 
players played very hard in the two 
games that we played against them 
this season. This is a very good win 
for us, and we now only need one 
more victory to clinch a berth in 
the Division 3 state tournament.”   

The only positive result so far 
this season for the Pacers (0-13-1), 
who co-ops with four high schools, 
was a 4-4 home tie against Taconic 
on Jan. 15.  

Another sophomore listed on 
the Amherst hockey roster is goal-
ie Jason Kim, who started his first 
varsity game against Chicopee. 

Kim only had to make a handful of 
saves in the shutout victory.

Junior Spencer McDonald 
was the Hurricanes starting goalie 
in the first twelve games of the reg-
ular season.

“Spencer has played every 
game and I thought it was a good 
time for Jason to make his first var-
sity start,” Rousseau added. “He 
only made a couple of saves and 
I’m very pleased with his effort.”

It took the Hurricanes a min-
ute and two seconds to get on the 
scoreboard for the first time. 

“Scoring a quick goal in 
the first period was huge for us,” 
Rousseau said. “We were able to 
keep the momentum for the entire 
game.” 

After receiving a pass from 
senior Ben Remensnyder, senior 
Cooper Beckwith blasted a laser 
shot from the blueline into the net 
past Chicopee junior goalie Dami-
an Loinaz.  

The Pacers did have three 
power play opportunities during 
the first 15 minutes of the contest, 
but the score was still 1-0 entering 
the second period.  

If the Chicopee players had 
any dreams of upsetting Amherst, 
they came to an end in the second 
period.

The Hurricanes scored three 
goals in that period giving them a 
comfortable 4-0 advantage.

The scoring spree began with 
sophomore Grahm Arguin knock-
ing home a rebound shot at 1:45 of 
the second period. The junior duo 
of Brach Applegate and Eric Chen 
were credited with the assists. 

Five minutes later, Remensny-
der fired a one-timer into the net 
from the right circle after receiving 
a nice pass from senior Liam Flynn 
for a power play goal, which gave 
the Hurricanes a 3-0 lead. 

With four minutes left in the 
second period, Amherst took a 4-0 
lead following a goal by junior 
Jack Dyjach. Flynn and senior Josh 
Goodhind were given the assists. 

Loinaz was replaced in goal 
by senior Devin Carlton at the start 
of the third period.

Just like they did in the first 
two periods of the game, Amherst 
scored a goal in the first two min-
utes of the final period.

Senior Yuuki Ishida added his 
name to the scoring column 42 
seconds into the third period.

Flynn closed out the scoring 
with a power-play goal with eight 
minutes remaining in regulation. 

At that point, the scoreboard 
clock was kept running for the rest 
of the game.

Chicopee senior Connor Mc-
Donell and junior Chris Walczak 
had a couple of scoring chances 
late in the game.

PALMER – Last 
Thursday night, Pathfind-
er boys basketball picked 
a win over Pioneer Valley 
Christian School 68-65. 
The Pioneers beat PVCA 
for the second time this sea-
son, sweeping the season 
series with their league ri-
vals. Hunter Griswold had a 
huge game with nearly half 
the team’s points. He led all 
scorers with 32 points while 
Adrien Moskovitz had 16 
points. Pathfinder is now 
5-2 on the season.

Pioneers sweep PVCA

Hunter Griswold gets 
ready to drive into the 

paint.

Adam Slonka attempts a 
shot while Seth Mitchell 
signals he’s open for a 
pass.

Adrien Moskovitz heads off-balance down the court 
after intercepting a pass.

Adrien Moskovitz makes a pass around the perimeter.

Seth Mitchell makes his 
way down the court.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Hunter Griswold
Pathfinder

Griswold turned in a 32-point perfor-
mance, scoring nearly half his team’s 
points in a win over PVCA last Thursday 
night.
To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor Greg-
ory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Thursday Night Mixed League

PALMER – The Thursday 
Night Mixed League has a new team 
leading in first place during round 
two of the 2023-2024 season.

Team Four consisting of Nick 
Maslon, Brittany Earle, John Ha-
vens Sr. and Cindy Restaino are in 
first place with a record of 10-2. 
Right behind Team Four, there is a 
three-way tie for second place con-
sisting of Team Three, Team Five 
and Team One who all have a 6-6 
record. 

Team Two is in fifth place with 
a 4-8 record and Team Six is at 4-8. 

In one match, Team Three 

bowled against Team Five. In game 
one, Team Five won the first game 
419-403. Joe Danek of Team Five 
started off the evening bowling a 
103. 

In game two, Team Five won 
again by a score of 385-377. In 
game three, Team Five won for the 
full sweep by taking the last game 
395-389. 

Team Five won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1199-1169. 

Another match was between 
Team Four, who is in first place, and 
Team One who is tied for second 
place with two other teams. In game 
one, Team One was the winner by 
a score of 430-425. Kris Rickson of 
Team One started off the evening by 
bowling a 125. 

In game two, Team One was the 
winner by a score of 439-416. Sean 

Comerford of Team One led his 
team in game two with a 114 game. 
In game three, Team One held on 
to a short lead to take the last game 
405-400. 

Team One defeated Team Four 
in total pinfall by a final score of 
1274-1241. 

Team Two bowled against Team 
Six. In game one, Team Six won the 
first game of the evening by a score 
of 388-377. In game two, Team Six 
won again by a score of 404-395. In 
game three, Team Two won the last 
game by a score of 397-394.

Team Six won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1186-1169.

Visit Diamond Junction Bowl-
ing Lanes at 1446 North Main St. 
The alleys can be reached by calling 
413-289-0013. 

Candlepin League News

SPRINGFIELD – The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (18-15-3-2) 
could not keep pace with the potent 
offense of the Rochester Americans 
(19-13-3-1), falling 7-3 on Saturday 
night at Blue Cross Arena in Roch-
ester.

The home team came out with 
firepower from the onset, and after a 
bad defensive zone turnover, Linus 
Weissbach cashed in with a wrister 
past Vadim Zherenko to make it a 
1-0 game just 3:24 into the action. 
The Amerks were not finished, ei-
ther, as Graham Slaggert found 
himself available for a deflection 
outside of Zherenko's crease, and he 
did just that at 6:07, tipping it by the 
Springfield goalie to make it a 2-0 
Rochester lead.

In need of a positive shift in 
morale, the T-Birds got just that 
when Calle Rosen crept up into a 
play at the offensive blue line, step-
ping into the high slot to receive a 
one-touch pass from MacKenzie 
MacEachern. With a lane available 
to shoot, Rosen did just that, snap-
ping it past Devon Levi's blocker 
just 39 seconds after the Slaggert 
goal to cut the Rochester lead down 
to 2-1 at 6:46.

Springfield's special teams 
stepped into the spotlight meaning-
fully after that, killing off a pair of 
Amerks power plays thanks to a sta-
bilized effort by Zherenko and his 
defense.

When the T-Birds received 
their first power play in the clos-

ing minutes of the 
period, they took full 
advantage to erase 
the two-goal hole 
before a full period 
was even completed. 
In his first game as a 
T-Bird, recent ECHL 
call-up Tanner Dick-
inson made his pres-
ence known, beating 
Levi with a snapper 
from the left circle to 
even the score, 2-2, at 
17:17. Rosen picked 
up the primary assist 
in accounting for both 
Springfield goals in 
the opening frame.

After 20 min-
utes, Zherenko exited 
the game with an ap-
parent injury, so for-
mer Amerk Malcolm 
Subban was thrust 
into duty. Even with 

the goalie swap, history repeated 
itself to begin the second period 
as Rochester got to the scoreboard 
first. Kale Clague slipped down the 
far side of the ice, undetected, and 
tapped home a perfect centering 
pass from Brandon Biro to make it a 
3-2 game. Lukas Rousek also assist-
ed, extending his point streak to an 
AHL-best 13 straight games.

3:30 later, another turnover 
reared its ugly head on the T-Birds, 
as Brett Murray intercepted a drop 
pass, weaved to the right side, and 
beat Subban with a wrist shot to 
make it 4-2. 

With Springfield jumping on 
a power play with a chance to cut 
the lead in half, Rochester handed 
Springfield a bitter gut-punch as 
Isak Rosen stormed in on a break-
away and chipped a forehander over 
Subban's glove to make it 5-2 at 
11:42. It was just the second short-
handed goal allowed all year by the 
T-Birds. 

The T-Birds stopped the 
Amerks' run at the 14:47 mark 
when Jakub Vrana  marched over 
the right-wing side on a 2-on-1 be-
fore flipping a perfect saucer pass to 
Mikhail Abramov, who one-timed it 
through Levi to make it a 5-3 game.

However, on this night, the 
T-Birds did not have the third-peri-
od magic, as Rochester held Spring-
field to just three attempts on goal 
in the final 20 minutes. Subban was 
forced to hold the 5-3 margin with 
a penalty shot save on Mason Jobst, 
but the Amerks persisted anyway, 
getting back-to-back goals from 
Viktor Neuchev and Weissbach 
separated by just 2:07 to finish the 
scoring.

T-Birds drop decision to Amerks

HOCKEY from page 7

Ethan Mooney fights for possession of the puck.

Liam Flynn 
meanders 
toward the 
goal.

John Dyjack 
makes a 

defensive 
recovery and 

heads up the ice.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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DEATH
NOTICES

Daniel James 
MacKenzie, 55
Died Jan. 13, 2024
Services private
Beers and Story 
Funeral Home

O B I T U A R I E S

PALMER — Daniel James 
MacKenzie, 55, of Palmer, MA 
passed away Jan. 13, 2024, at his 
home surrounded by his family.  
He was born on July 31, 1968, in 
Palmer, the son of John and Julia 
(Grabowski) MacKenzie.  Daniel 
was raised in Wilbraham, moved 
to Springfield, but proudly lived 
most of his life in Palmer. When 
he was younger, he enjoyed being 
part of the Boy Scouts and play-
ing baseball. Daniel was a fan of 
many things; NASCAR, fishing 
and rooting for his favorite Bos-
ton teams, especially the Bruins 
and the Patriots. He also absolute-
ly loved animals.

He is survived by 
his mother, Julia MacK-
enzie of Palmer, his fa-
ther, John MacKenzie 
and his step-mother, 
Toni MacKenzie of 
Three Rivers and his 
wife, Denise Monette 
of Palmer. Daniel will 
also be missed by his 
daughter, Kaylee Ann 
MacKenzie and his brother, John 
MacKenzie, IV, both of Palmer. 
He also leaves his step-brother, 
Thomas O’ Conner and his wife, 
Michelle, and his step-sister, 
Colleen Peritz and her husband, 
Robert. Daniel will be mourn-

ed by his best friend, 
John Weagraff, along 
with the best brother-
in-law, Billy Ryan and 
his wife, Pam. He is 
also survived by many 
brother and sister 
-n-laws, nieces, neph-
ews, cousins & many 
friends.

Services will be 
private. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in Daniel’s name can be 
made to the MSPCA by visit-
ing: https://www.mspca.org/do-
nate-now. Please visit www.beer-
sandstory.com to extend online 
condolences.

Daniel James MacKenzieTurley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, date of 

death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which allows families to 

publish extended death notice information of their own choice and may include 
a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should be submitted through 
a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

DCR explores creation 
of Quabbin Reservoir’s 
impoundments

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – This past 
weekend, the Department of Con-
servation and Recreation’s Interpre-
tive Services Supervisor at the Les 
and Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor 
Center, Maria Beiter-Tucker, led the 
first of this year’s Sunday presenta-
tions, continuing a long tradition of 
providing informative and educa-
tional programs about the Quabbin 
Reservoir and its watershed.

With the visitor center located 
at one end of the 2,640 foot Winsor 
Dam, the main impoundment struc-
ture of the Quabbin Reservoir, this 
earthen structure and its secondary 
impoundment structure, the Good-
nough Dike, were the focus of Be-
iter-Tucker’s presentation.

The creation of the dam and the 
dike in the Swift River Valley was 
an engineering feat accomplished 
solely by brainpower, paper and 
pencil, Beiter-Tucker said, at the 
time construction started in 1927.

“This valley has remarkable 
topography,” Beiter-Tucker said, 
something that appealed to engi-
neers.

The Swift River Valley had 
been considered an ideal location to 
construct a reservoir in order to meet 
Boston’s drinking water needs; dat-
ing as far back as 1895 when it was 
noted in a Board of Health report. 
But it wasn’t until 1926/1927 that 
legislature passed the Ware River 
and Swift River acts, and work be-
gan to create the 412 billion gallon 
reservoir. 

With the Ware River Water-
shed and the Wachusett Reservoir, 
the Quabbin Reservoir provides the 
drinking water supply for 43% of 
people in the commonwealth.

Quabbin Reservoir is the larg-
est piece of the water supply sys-
tem, Beiter-Tucker said.

“It was a massive construction, 
and an ‘earthquake,’ you might say 
for this area,” she said, with the 
disincorporation of four towns; En-
field, Greenfield, Dana and Prescott.

Beiter-Tucker said it took 11 
years to move residents out of the 
valley, and relocate 7,000 known 
graves (which are now interred in 
the Quabbin Park Cemetery). 

“It was a long slow process,” 

she said. 
Structures were also removed, 

leaving only stone walls, founda-
tions and roads behind. In total, the 
construction of the Quabbin Reser-
voir cleared about 80,000 acres.

Creating the impoundments
To create the reservoir itself, 

the engineers wanted to close off 
where the Swift River exited the 
valley, Beiter-Tucker said. The plan 
was to build two large earthen struc-
tures, which was done near the end 
of the project.

Winsor Dam is the main struc-
ture, and it impounds the Swift Riv-
er and the Goodnough Dike is the 
secondary structure, impounding 
Beaver Brook. Construction of both 
took place between 1935-1939. The 
dam and the dike are located three 
miles apart from each other. 

At 295 feet above bedrock, 
the dam is named for Frank Win-
sor, who died before the project 
was done. At the time of his death, 
he was being sued by the state of 
Rhode Island, and during question-
ing at a hearing he had a heart attack 
and died.

The core wall of the Winsor 
Dam was built with 40 caissons, 
ranging from 30-125 feet tall, with 
an average height of 100 feet. The 
caissons were sealed to the bed-
rock, then sealed with concrete and 
hydraulic soil which was gathered 
from the valley.

“They spent a lot of time inves-
tigating the best soil throughout the 
valley,” Beiter-Tucker said. “They 
apparently found a lot of it.”

Hydraulic soil was taken from 
“borrow pits” and is also known as 
“rock flour,” as it compacts densely 
together when water is removed. 

The soil would be kept in a dry 
box, brought uphill to a hog box 

where it was mixed with water, then 
fed down sluice lines. A pump barge 
would reuse water, pumping it back 
up to the hog box.

“The sluice lines never worked 
out really well, they clogged a lot,” 
Beiter-Tucker said, causing engi-
neers to eventually open them fully. 
Laborers then used batter boards to 
push the soil and water out to spread 
it evenly

Before it went into the dry box, 
soil was sifted through metal grates 
known as “grizzlies,” which were 
repurposed from Rabbit Run rail-
road tracks.

To start the dam’s construc-
tion, engineers first had to divert 
the Swift River using a coffer dam. 
Once that was completed, a 2,700 
foot long trench that was 30 feet 
deep was dug to lay the caissons. 

The caissons were built piece 
by piece, with the first piece placed 
being a metal shoe. On top of the 
shoe was the work chamber, which 
was reinforced with steel. 

The weight of the concrete 
gradually pushed against the shoe’s 
sharp edge and worked the entire 
structure down until it reached bed-
rock, where it would eventually 
be sealed. Workers would remove 
dirt as the shoe and chamber were 
forced down through the earth. 

Beiter-Tucker said compressed 
air was pumped into the work 
chambers to provide oxygen for the 
workers and they were limited to 
two, 40-minute shifts a day inside 
the work chamber. 

“The workers were inside those 
work chambers while it was being 
forced down,” Beiter-Tucker said. 
“They were lowered down into 
chamber with bucket.”

After completing their shift, 
the workers would go into a decom-

pression chamber before spending 
the rest of their work day complet-
ing other work on the project, above 
ground. 

Beiter-Tucker said it was hard 
work, and men were paid 50-60 
cents an hour (about $8 in current 
money). Construction of the Quab-
bin Reservoir took place almost en-
tirely during The Great Depression, 
she said, and there were lines of 
men to get these jobs and work 12-
hour shifts. 

“It was hard work,” Beit-
er-Tucker said. 

In 1937 the construction of 
the Quabbin Reservoir moved to a 
24-hour project. Large lights used 
during night work cast shadows, 
which resulted in a lot of injuries 
and deaths. 

“26 men were killed out of 
thousands on the entire project,” 
Beiter-Tucker said.

Once the caissons were sealed 
to the bedrock, soil was applied to 
both sides to build the base of dam, 
and compacted with a sheep’s foot 
roller. 

After the caisson wall was 
completed, soil was stripped away 
from either end to seal with con-
crete blankets to prevent leaking. 
That was the first stage of construc-
tion.

Beiter-Tucker said the Good-
nough Dike was constructed in 
almost completely the same way, 
just on a small scale. The dike mea-
sures 2,140 feet long and is 264 feet 
above bedrock. 

It was named for 
Henry Goodnough, an 
engineer who lived in 
Sudbury and liked to 
come out to the Swift 
River Valley to fish. 

She said the major 
difference between the 
dam and the dike is that 
the dam has an outlet 
for water, while the dike 
blocks only.

After construction 
of the dam and dike was 
completed, it took seven 
years to fill the Quabbin 
Reservoir. 
Chicopee Valley Aque-

duct
“It was decided the 

Swift Tiver would not 
be cut off completely so 
it could flow to Three 
Rivers,” Beiter-Tucker 
said, as it’s part of Con-
necticut’s water supply 
as well. The design of 

the dam includ-
ed diversion for 
the Swift Tiver, 
releasing below 
the Winsor Dam 
down to Chicop-
ee and the Con-
nectiut River.

A tunnel 
was built under 
the dam and the upper intake struc-
ture is the only one in use. The low-
er intake structure was blocked. 

The upper intake structure con-
tinues to be in use today, releasing 
about 20 million gallons of water a 
day.

The Chicopee Valley Aque-
duct outlet building was eventually 
constructed (known by many as the 
“power station,” as for many years it 
did create a small amount of hydro-
electric power for DCR buildings). 

In 1950, towns were invited to 
join the system, but only Chicopee, 
Wilbraham and South Hadley Fire 
District No. 1 joined the system. 
They have their own treatment plant 
located on Route 9.

Spillway
Reservoirs are designed to hold 

a certain amount of water and the 
spillway is located at the east end to 
release water when the reservoir is 
at capacity or close to capacity.

The spillway was blasted out of 
rock, and the channel goes under a 
bridge and creates a waterfall on the 
other side. 

“It’s not always active,” Beit-

er-Tucker said, only when the reser-
voir is at a certain level. 

In 76 years, the reservoir has 
reached its capacity 33 times. 

“We are probably going to 
reach capacity this spring unless 
weather changes,” Beiter-Tucker 
said.

In June of 1946, the lower spill-
way was opened for the first time, 
and a dedication ceremony was held 
for the waterfall it created.

“A lot of people focus on the 
history of the lost towns,” Beit-
er-Tucker said. “I’m always fasci-
nated by the actual construction of 
the reservoir itself. The engineers 
were able to envision this and trans-
form the valley into this reservoir. 
It’s a pretty fascinating story.”

Upcoming events
For more information about 

other programs hosted by DCR’s 
Les and Terry Campbell Visitor 
Center, visit www.mass.gov/loca-
tions/quabbin-reservoir. 

Programs are held in the visitor 
center located at 100 Winsor Dam 
Road, and via Zoom. Registration is 
required. 

Construction of the Winsor Dam

This marker is located at one end of the Winsor Dam, which spans 2,640 feet and is 
170 feet high. This dam is the primary impoundment structure for the Quabbin Res-
ervoir.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

A roadway passes over the top of Winsor Dam. Although it is no longer open to public 
vehicles, walkers and bicyclists are welcome to explore the massive structure.

The lower spillway creates a waterfall, and only releases 
water when the Quabbin Reservoir is at or near capacity.

There are 40 caissons buried under this impoundment.
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State Committee races also bring out voters
By Douglas FarmerStaff Writer

REGION — Voters came out in 

larger-than-average numbers in  the 

region for the Presidential Primary 

Election and both national and state 

races on the ballots seemed to garner 

signifi cant interest.As he did in several other states 

on the so-called “Super Tuesday” of 

the primary season, Donald Trump 

far outpaced his competitors on the

Republican ticket for p i
even tho

Church Parish Center. “We’re not affi liated with any 

campaign, but we just decided to do 

this ourselves,” said Sexton. “I really 

like what Bernie has to say about tax 

reforms and foreign policy. He’s been 

calling things out that people don’t 

want to talk about, but should.”
Elsewhere, races for State Com-

mittee Man and Woman on the Re-

publican and Democratic ballots also 

brought out their supporters to polling 

locations throughout the region.
Turnout was reported steady in 

Palmer, with 2,983 of 11,091 – or j
under 27 percent far i i

PRIMARY

✓✓ FUNDRAISER

Sanctuary taking root throughfoundationFundraiser forpreservation efforts March 12
B

Trump, Sanders win big in Journal towns

Making their choices count

It’s easier than ever to SUBSCRIBE to your hometown paper.
Visit journalregister.turley.com and click on SUBSCRIPTIONS!

You can also browse our archives, submit your news and view our facebook feed all from the same page!

$35/Year | $40 Out-of-State

Baystate Wing Auxiliary selling lotto calendars
PALMER — The Baystate 

Wing Hospital Auxiliary is cur-
rently selling their 2024 Lotto Cal-
endars through Jan. 31. The one-
month calendar, which costs $5 
each or 3 for $10. Drawings will 
begin on Feb. 1.

The calendars will be on sale 
and can be purchased at the Bay-
state Wing Hospital gift shop. 
Funds raised by the annual Lotto 
Calendars support the Auxiliary’s 
scholarship program and their phil-
anthropic efforts that benefit Bay-

state Wing Hospital.
For more information about the 

Lotto Calendar visit the Baystate 
Wing Hospital Gift Shop Monday 
through Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and on Friday 9:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. or call 413-370-8169.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
WE DO LLC Painting interior, exte-
rior and drywall repair. Resident exp-
oxy flooring. We treat your home like 
our own homes. Fully licensed and in-
sured. Call WE DO today for a free es-
timate ask for Mac (413)344-6883

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR RENT
$925 LUDLOW. Quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open  kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES REAL ESTATEAUTO TAX SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P0022EA

Estate of: 
Sally Beth Smith
Also Know As: 
Sally B. Smith

Date of Death: 1/15/2021
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est-
ate, by Petition of Petit i oner 
Mary E. Smith of Fiskdale, 
MA.

Mary E.  Smith  of 
Fiskdale, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate  is  being 
ad ministered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-

ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to peti-
tion the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Pet-
itioner.
01/25/2024

Public Notice
Massachusetts Department 

of Environmental 
Protection

Division of Wetlands and 
Waterways

MassDEP Boston Office
100 Cambridge Street, 

Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

Pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 
1341 and M.G.L. c. 21 §§ 
26-53, notice is given of a 
Section 401 Water Quality 

Ce r t i f i c a t i on  app l i c a -
tion for the Wales Bridge 
Replacement Project locat-
ed approximately 280 east 
of the Main Street (Route 
19)/Holland Road inter-
section within the Town of 
Wales, Massachusetts, by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation Highway 
Division, 10 Park Plaza, 
Suite 4260, Boston, MA, 
02116. MassDOT is recer-
tifying this permit with 
MassDEP in light of the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
2 0 1 8  G e n e r a l  P e r m i t 
Expiration. The project pro-
poses to replace the exist-
ing bridge that spans Wales 
Brook. Replacing the bridge 
is required for the current 
operations and usage to con-
tinue. 

Additional information 
may be obtained from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation – Highway 
Divis ion at  the above 
address, attention Stephanie 
Regan or by emailing steph-
anie.m.regan@dot.state.
ma.us. Written comments 
should be sent to Heidi 
Davis, MassDEP Wetlands 

Program, 100 Cambridge 
Street, Suite 900, Boston MA 
02114 or heidi.davis@mass.
gov within 21 days of this 
notice.

Any group of ten per-
sons, any aggrieved person, 
or any governmental body or 
private organization with a 
mandate to protect the envi-
ronment who submits written 
comments may appeal the 
Department’s Certification. 
Failure to submit written 
comments before the end of 
the public comment period 
may result in the waiver of 
any right to an adjudicatory 
hearing.
01/25/2024

TOWN OF PALMER
PALMER, 

MASSACHUSETTS
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS
Sealed Bids for the con-

struction of the “Town of 
Palmer,  Palmer WPCF 
Boiler Replacement” will be 
received at the Town Hall, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer 
MA 01069 until 3:00 p.m. 

local time on Monday, 
March 11, 2024, at which 
time the Bids received will 
be publicly opened and read. 
Sealed

Bids must have an outer 
envelope marked as “Town 
of Palmer, Palmer WPCF 
Boiler Replacement.”

Sealed Bids from Filed 
Subcontractors, addressed 
as referenced above, will be 
received at the Town Hall, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer 
MA 01069 until 3:00 p.m. 
local time on Monday, 
March 4, 2024, at which 
time the Bids received will 
be publicly opened and read. 
Sub-Bids with the required 
Bid deposit will be received 
for the following items of 
work:

Subtrades
ELECTRICAL WORK
The work consists of the 

replacement of the boilers 
and hot water pumps. The 
work also includes associated 
HVAC, structural, and elec-
trical work. Bids shall be on 
a lump sum price basis, with 
additive alternate bid items 
as indicated in the Bid Form.

All Bids for this project 

are subject to the provisions 
of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 149, Section 
44A - 44J inclusive as 
amended.

In  accordance  wi th 
Section 44D of Chapter 
149 of the General Laws 
o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a s 
amended, the prospective 
General Bidders and Filed 
Sub-Bidders must sub-
mit with their Bid, a cer-
tificate of eligibility issued 
by the Division of Capital 
Asset Management and 
Maintenance (DCAMM), 
showing that the Bidder 
has been approved to bid 
on projects of the size and 
nature as advertised herein. 
Prospective General Bidders 
and Filed Sub-Bidders must 
also submit an updated state-
ment summarizing their 
record for the period between 
the latest DCAMM certifi-
cate and the date of the Bid 
submittal. The DCAMM 
certificate of eligibility to 
be submitted by the General 
Bidder shall be for the cat-
egory of work defined as 
“HVAC”. The DCAMM 
certificate of eligibility to be 

submitted by the Filed Sub-
Bidders shall be for the cat-
egory of work for which they 
are submitting a Bid.

Bidding Documents may 
be obtained electronical-
ly from the Tighe & Bond 
website at: http://www.tighe-
bond.com/Projects_Out_to_
Bid.php

Prospective bidders must 
complete a one-time regis-
tration process on the web 
site in order to receive log-in 
credentials. Bidders must log 
in to the web site to down-
load bidding documents for 
the project. Bidders will be 
added to the “planholders” or 
prospective bidders list upon 
downloading the bidding 
documents for the project.

A bid deposit shall be 
furnished in accordance with 
the Instructions to Bidders.

The time period for 
holding Bids is 30 days, 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays excluded, after 
opening of Bids.

M i n i m u m  W a g e 
Rates as determined by 
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f 
Department of Workforce 
Development under the pro-

vision of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 149, 
Section 26 to 27D, as amend-
ed, apply to this project. It 
is the responsibility of the 
Contractor, before Bid open-
ing, to request if necessary, 
any additional information 
on Minimum Wage Rates 
for those trades people who 
may be employed for the 
proposed Work under this 
Contract.

A pre-bid conference will 
be held at the WPCF at 1 
Norbell Street, Palmer, MA 
on February 6, 2024 at 9:00 
a.m. local time. Attendance 
at the pre-Bid conference is 
optional.

TOWN OF PALMER, 
MASSACHUSETTS

Consulting Engineer:
Tighe & Bond, Inc.
53 Southampton Road
Westfield, MA 01085
413-562-1600

1/18, 1/25/2024

Public notices
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Winged nut
  7. __ Humbug!
 10. One who sets 

apart
 12. Circle above a 

saint’s head
 13. Unpleasantly 

loud and harsh
 14. Expressed 

pleasure
 15. Feminine given 

name
 16. Company of 

badgers
 17. Popular Dodge 

pickup truck
 18. Witty sayings
 19. Leader
 21. Autonomic 

nervous system
 22. Premolar
 27. Atomic #28
 28. Holiday 

decorative item
 33. Exclamation of 

surprise
 34. Rusk or 

cracker 
 36. Returned 

material 
authorization 
(abbr.)

 37. Scottish or 
Irish Gaelic 
language

 38. Eat
 39. Marxist 

economics 
theory (abbr.)

 40. Ceases to exist
 41. Male Arabic 

name
 44. Series of 

ridges on an 
organ wall

 45. Places where 
bees are kept

 48. One-time 
Yankees 
sensation Kevin

 49. Church office
 50. Single lens 

reflex
 51. Pieces of 

fibrous tissue

CLUES DOWN
  1. Classify
  2. Dismounted
  3. Produced
  4. Consumed
  5. Director Howard
  6. The products of 

human creativity
  7. Thai monetary 

units
  8. Away from wind
  9. Builder’s trough
 10. Relating to 

Islam
 11. It can 

sometimes ache
 12. Small 

quantities 
(Scot.)

 14. Poisonous 
plant

 17. Laugh at
 18. Vogul
 20. C. European 

river
 23. Type of cat
 24. Exclamation of 

disgust

 25. Stephen King 
novel

 26. Without armies
 29. Expression of 

sympathy
 30. Relative 

biological 
effectiveness 
(abbr.)

 31. Previously
 32. Illegal drug
 35. 

Kiloelectronvolt
 36. Large, 

flightless birds
 38. For smoking
 40. Binary
 41. Competition
 42. Mark 

resembling an 
arrow

 43. Containers
 44. Root mean 

square (abbr.)
 45. Commercials
 46. I.M.__, 

architect
 47. 007’s creator

health wellness
NETWORK

DEADL INE

January 31, 2024
PUBL ICAT ION DATE

February 21, 2024
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0131EA
Estate of:

Edward M. Baiardi 
Also known as: 
Edward Baiardi

Date of Death: 12/20/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Heather J Bennet 
of Warren, MA  requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Heather J Bennet of 
Warren, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
02/20/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: January 22, 2024 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/25/2024

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Laurie 
A. Bessette to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Quicken Loans 
Inc., dated September 26, 
2019 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 22874, 
Page 307, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment 
from: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
as mortgagee, as nominee 
for Quicken Loans Inc., its 
successors and assigns to 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans Inc., record-
ed on October 3, 2023, in 
Book No. 25179, at Page 8 
for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 

purpose of foreclosing, the 
same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 4:00 PM on 
February 14, 2024, on the 
mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 1026 Chestnut Street, 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, TO WIT: 

A certain parcel  of 
land on the southeaster-
ly side of Chestnut Street, 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts bounded and 
described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron pin 
at the intersection of the 
southeasterly side of said 
Chestnut Street and the 
southwesterly side of Arch 
Street; 

thence S 69° 12’ 00” W 
along said Chestnut Street, 
178.86 feet to an iron pin at 
land now or formerly of J. S. 
Holden; 

thence S 19° 02’ 00” E 
along last named land, 69.03 
feet to a point at Parcel 50-A 
as shown on plan at Book of 
Plans 284, Page 69; 

thence N 69° 12’ 00” 
E along last named land, 
120.99 feet to a point; 

thence S 20° 48’ 00” E 
along last named land, 6.82 
feet to an iron pin at Lot 30B 
as shown on plan at Book of 
Plans 272, Page 93; 

thence N 67° 05’ 45” E 
along last named land, 60.04 
feet to an iron pin in the 
southwesterly line of Arch 
Street; 

thence N 20° 48’ 00” W 
along said Arch Street to the 
iron pin at the point of begin-
ning. 

Meaning and intending 
to describe and convey as 
a single parcel, Lot 30A on 
said plan at Book of Plans 
272, Page 93 and Parcel 50 
on said plan at Book of Plans 
284, Page 69. Said Lot 30A 
being a portion of premises 
described in deed recorded 
in Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds Book 7493. Page 
335 and said Parcel 50 being 
the same premises described 
in deed at Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds Book 
8381, Page 14. For mortgag-
or’s(s’) title see deed record-
ed with Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
22874, Page 304. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed subject 
to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restric-
tions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, pub-
lic assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal 
assessments or liens or exist-
ing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, wheth-
er or not reference to such 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, l iens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 

TERMS OF SALE: A 
deposit of Five Thousand 
($5,000.00) Dollars by cer-
tified or bank check will be 
required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance 
is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law 
Offices, P.C., 150 California 
St., Newton, Massachusetts 
02458, or by mail to P.O. 
Box  610389 ,  Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty 
(30) days from the date of 
sale. Deed will be provid-
ed to purchaser for record-
ing upon receipt in full of 
the purchase price. The 
description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication. 

Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. 

ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC 

F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, 
LLC 

F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS 
INC. 

Present holder of said 
mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 
HARMON LAW OFFICES, 

P.C. 
150 California St. 

Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 

24512
01/11, 01/18, 01/25/2024

Public Notice 
Massachusetts
Department of

Environmental Protection
 Division of Wetlands 

and Waterways
MassDEP Boston Office
100 Cambridge Street, 

Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114

Pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 
1341 and M.G.L. c. 21 §§ 
26 - 53, notice is given of 
a 401 Dredge/Fill Water 
Quality Certification appli-
cation for Replacement 
of US-20 Bridge over the 
Quaboag River (Bridge No. 
M-27-022=P-01-033) by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation-Highway 
Division, 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA, 02116, on 
Boston Road East/Park 
Street in Monson/Palmer, 
for a footprint replacement 
of the existing bridge struc-
ture, including the pro-
posed riprap stabilization 
and central pier removal. 
MassDOT is recertifying 
this permit with MassDEP 
in  l ight  of  the  Army 
Corps of Engineers 2018 
General Permit Expiration. 
Addit ional  information 
may be obtained from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation – Highway 
Divis ion at  the above 
address, attention Stephanie 
Regan or by emailing steph-
anie.m.regan@dot.state.
ma.us. Written comments 
should be sent to Heidi 
Davis, MassDEP Wetlands 
Program, 100 Cambridge 
Street, Suite 900, Boston MA 
02114 or heidi.davis@mass.
gov within 21 days of this 
notice. Any group of ten per-
sons, any aggrieved person, 
or any governmental body or 
private organization with a 
mandate to protect the envi-
ronment who submits written 
comments may appeal the 
Department’s Certification 
Failure to submit written 
comments before the end of 
the public comment period 
may result in the waiver of 
any right to an adjudicatory 
hearing.
01/25/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0099EA
Estate of:

Janet Elizabeth Cheesey
Date of Death: 12/30/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Ronald P Patrissi 
of Providence, RI requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Ronald P Patrissi of 
Providence, RI be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
02/14/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: January 17, 2024  

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/25/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0114EA
Estate of:

Anita D Clifford
Also known as: 

Anita Dorothy Clifford
Date of Death: 10/28/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Lisa Duclos of 
Stafford Springs ,  CT 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Lisa Duclos of Stafford 
Springs, CT be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
02/16/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: January 19, 2024 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/25/2024

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises:  4 Stewart 

Avenue, Monson, MA 01057
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Norma 
M. Germain to Financial 

Freedom Senior Funding 
Corporation, A Subsidiary of 
IndyMac Bank, F.S.B., and 
now held by Longbridge 
Financial, LLC, said mort-
gage dated January 18, 2007 
and recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 16462, Page 218, 
said mortgage was assigned 
from Financial Freedom 
Senior Funding Corporation 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Financial 
Freedom Acquisition LLC by 
assignment dated September 
29, 2009 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 18009, Page 593; 
said mortgage was assigned 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Financial 
Freedom Acquisition LLC to 
Reverse Mortgage Funding 
LLC by assignment dated 
April 3, 2019 and recorded 
with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 22632, Page 35; 
said mortgage was assigned 
from Reverse Mortgage 
Funding LLC to Longbridge 
Financial, LLC by assign-
ment dated August 18, 2023 
and recorded with said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
25145, Page 44; for breach 
of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction on 
March 7, 2024 at 02:00 PM 
Local Time upon the premis-
es, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mort-
gage, to wit: 

4  S T E W A R T 
AV E N U E ,  M O N S O N , 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Certain real estate sit-
uate in Monson, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts on 
the Northerly side of Stewart 
Avenue ,  bounded  and 
described as follow: 

Beginning at a point in 
the Northerly line of Stewart 
Avenue at the Southeast 
corner of  land of one 
Davey and running thence 
NORTHERLY along said 
Davey land 5 rods to a cor-
ner; thence turning and run-
ning EASTERLY and in a 
line parallel with the North 
line of Stewart Avenue 275 
feet more or less to Wayne 
Road; thence turning and 
running SOUTERLY along 
the Westerly lien of Wayne 
Road 5 rods to Stewart 
Avenue; thence turning and 
running WESTERLY along 
the Northerly line of Stewart 
Avenue 275 feet more or less 
to the first mentioned point. 
The Southerly portion of 
the within described tract 
does tno include any of the 
land over which a right of 
way was established by one 
Hynes as referred to in Book 
1408, Page 298. 

For Grantor’s title see 

Deed recorded in Book 2779, 
Page 497. 

T h e  m o r t g a g o r ( s ) 
expressly reserve my/our 
rights of Homestead and do 
not wish to terminate my/
our Homestead by granting 
the within conveyance not-
withstanding my/our waiv-
er of such Homestead in 
Paragraph 24 of the within 
mortgage.

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title 
see deed dated November 
16, 1960 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 2779, Page 
497.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and 
conveyed subject to all liens, 
encumbrances, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which 
take precedence over the said 
mortgage above described.

F I V E  T H O U S A N D 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid in cash, certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date 
of sale.

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for 
Longbridge Financial, LLC

Present Holder of the 
Mortgage

(401) 217-8701 
01/18, 01/25, 02/01/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD22P2205EA
Estate of:

Debra Ann Lavallee
Date of Death: 08/26/2022

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
APPOINTMENT 
OF SUCCESSOR 

PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
To all interested persons:
A Petit ion has been 

filed by: Neil J Packard 
of Zebulon NC re questing 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order that Neil 

J Packard of Zebulon NC 
be appointed as Successor 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

You have the right to 
ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
02/01/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

The estate  is  being 
ad ministered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Rep resentative under the 
Massa chusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but recipients are 
en titled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: Januiary 04, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/25/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices
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DINING • LIVE MUSIC • KENO • RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED • GIFT CARDS

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham
413.271.1208

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

Closed Christmas & New YearsDay

PETER
NEWLAND

(of FAT)
Saturday, 

Feb. 17

FRANK 
SERAFINO

Saturday, 
Feb. 24

FRED
MARION

Friday, 
Feb. 16

FLOYD 
PATTERSON

Friday, 
Feb. 2

BRAD
SHEPARD

Saturday, 
Feb. 10

LUTHER
Saturday, Feb. 3

Friday, Feb. 9

CHARLIE
BONGIOVI

Friday,
Feb. 23

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

BOOK YOUR NEXT 
FUNCTION WITH US!

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu
lacucinahampden.com

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS

BAR OPEN LATE!

FAMILY STYLE MEALS
Serves up to 6 people  • Visit Our Website For Menus

JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

LIVE MUSIC!!! 
Every Friday & Saturday • Visit Facebook For Lineup

di Hampden House

Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day
Wednesday, February 14th

We will be serving special Valentine dishes & cocktails!

Make your reservations today!

❤

❤

❤❤

❤
❤

We will be closed Sunday, February 11th

CALL TODAY!
413-566-8015
GIO’S LOUNGE
Beer - Wine - Spirits - CocktailsCOME DINE WITH US!

Gourmet Pizzas • Grinders
Giant Calzones • Seafood
Salads • Wings & More

Order from Gio’s 
For Your BIG GAME 

Watch Party!

Extended Hours for Lounge
Keno & Lottery Available

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                       | www.giospizzeria.com

Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

ENJOY ALL THE 
GAMES IN OUR 

LOUNGE!
Playoff Games, 

the Big Game and 
March Madness.

Open Wed.-Sun.
Closed Mon. & Tues.

3 COURSE MEAL $25
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM
THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 11:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

BRUNCH

$15 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Sundays 11:30-2:30
PLUS OUR REGULAR MENU UNTIL 8PM

Thursday - Sunday 
11:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

Valentine’s Valentine’s WeekWeek
WE’LL HAVE

SWEET dinner 
specials and 
LIVE music!

(NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED)

JOIN US

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤JOIN US FOR THE  
BIG GAME
 Sunday, Feb. 11th

Pre-Game Tail Party! 
Specially Priced Apps

2-6pm in the bar

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

x

LIVE MUSIC!
Meet up Meet up with friends with friends at Route 20!at Route 20!

Thursday 1/25
Frank Serafino

Friday 1/26
Luther

Saturday 1/27  
The Storytellers

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

SERVING

Ask About 
Our Customer 

Loyalty Program!

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

that position, and it was going to be housed at the li-
brary because we felt at that time it was the most neutral 
location where people would not feel stigmatized going 
in there,” Carpentier said. “We had a job description 
and an advertisement ready to go when, BOOM, the 
pandemic hit. Then, there was a change of the adminis-
tration in the town, and it all fell apart.”

Attendees quickly questioned Carpentier, asking if 
that now meant that the town would have to start from 
square one. 

“The Monson substance abuse partnership stopped 
meeting during the pandemic,” Carpentier said. “Then, 
last summer, there were a few of us who went to the 
town administration, and it was made clear that while 
they fully support our efforts, we are no longer a town 
administration committee. We are separate and our own 
grass roots organization.”

After a rise of conversational energy and commu-
nal input, Town Moderator Peter Matrow spoke with 
careful words. 

“My wife and I had a quick adventure to Colorado, 
and we walked into a hotel with a kiosk that had pam-
phlets for many, many businesses,” he said. 

Matrow continued speaking as his voice gained 
more emotional traction.

“We noticed the same thing - a map of where you 
could buy medicinal or recreation pot anywhere in Col-
orado,” he said. “So, if we take that concept, not where 
you can buy it, but take the concept, and use some of 
this money to produce a pamphlet or trifold, with infor-
mation of hotline numbers or resources… I can’t think 
of a business or an organization or a church or any other 
place where people go, who would refuse you to put 
that kind of material in their place. Flood the town.” 

A few smiling attendees responded, repeating 
“flood the town” in Matrow’s tambour. 

He finished by saying, “I can’t believe that you 
can’t have these resources in school lobbies in the guid-
ance office, for crying out loud.” 

MONSON  ❙  from page 1

The Journal Register encourages 
readers to contact event coordinators and 
organizers for updated event times. Have 
an event to promote? Email the informa-
tion (in sentence form and as a Word doc 
or plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to pressreleases@turley.com.

INTERESTS 
CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 2-4 

p.m. daily at the Holland Public Library, 
23 Sturbridge Road to learn or practice 
different crafts. There are new crafts ev-
ery Wednesday. For more information, 
call 413-245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM: 
Located at 35 Ely Rd., Monson, nature 
trails are open daily until dusk for hiking, 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. 

Trail maps can be found in the parking 
lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box on one of 
the signposts). For more information call 
413-267-4137, email khm@keephome-
steadmuseum.org or visit keephome-
steadmuseum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUILTERS 
GUILD: Members meet at 1 p.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month 
in the Amvets post at 2150 Main St., 
Three Rivers. The Guild is a no-pressure 
group with varying degrees of accom-
plishments, from novice to Big E “Best 
In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a year. 
For more information, contact Barbara 
Beaulieu at 267-4044 or Merry Mom-
bourquette at 283-7577. Follow them on 
Facebook for more.

ONGOING
BINGO IS BACK at Amvets Post 

74, 2150 Main St., Three Rivers, on Mon-
days. The kitchen opens at 4:30 p.m. Ear-
ly Bird starts at 6:25 p.m. Call the Post 
at 413-283-4518 for further information.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 p.m. 
and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every Thursday at 
the Monson Polish Club, 7 Bliss St, Mon-
son. Rose’s line dancing classes include 
absolute beginners and beginners, and 
participants get to dance to all types of 
music. $10 per class. Please wear com-
fortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of every month at Top 
Floor Learning (third floor of the Palm-
er Library at 1455 N. Main St.). Free and 
open to the public. Play available board 

and card games or bring your own. Must 
be 16 or older unless accompanied by an 
adult. No Registration Required – just 
show up! Questions? Call 283-2329, or 
283-3691, or email palewis19@yahoo.
com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER OPEN 
FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Thursday-Monday. The center is 
located on Rt 116, at the center of the 
Holyoke Range State Park. DCR Inter-
pretive staff will be available for visitors. 
Coming in January, programs will also be 
offered to highlight the Range’s special 
nature in winter, see the park web site for 
details. 

QI GONG: 6 p.m., every Tuesday 
night at Memorial Hall with Randy Em-
erson. Free, no registration. Presented by 
Monson Parks & Rec and the Monson 
Free Library, 

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to pressreleases@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

An overwhelming amount of ideas were voiced and put 
onto a large notepad for Monson residents to look at.

A few of the final members of the Listening Session tak-
ing a look at the plans discussed after a near two hour 
meeting.

Watch Antiques
Roadshow filmed 
at OSV

Beginning Monday, Jan. 29
on your local PBS station!

Watch Antiques 
Roadshow filmed 
at OSV
Beginning Monday, Jan. 29
on your local PBS station

STURBRIDGE – Last June, Old Sturbridge Village 
(OSV) had the distinct and potentially once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to host the popular WGBH-produced 
Antiques Roadshow on the property. Three 1-hour epi-
sodes will air on local PBS stations beginning Monday, 
January 29. Some of the highlighted treasures found at 
OSV and noted by PBS are “… a 1954 Marilyn Monroe 
tissue with a soldier’s letter, Paul Revere pottery vases, 
and a 1942 Ted Williams game-worn Red Sox jersey.”

Antiques Roadshow first contacted Old Sturbridge 
Village in early 2022 as a potential site for filming in 
their 28th season of the show. “The pairing is a logical 
fit all around. Both businesses are based in Massachu-
setts and are institutions of history and education on 
their own. It was special to join our missions for this 
event,” says Christine Freitas, Director of Communica-
tions and Content at Old Sturbridge Village.

 Antiques Roadshow was filmed at Old Sturbridge 
Village on June 13, 2023. The production was spectac-
ular in its execution, setting up a one-day filming event 
for 3, 1-hour episodes to air at the beginning of their 
28th season.

 Chris Tieri, Chief Marketing Officer at Old Stur-
bridge Village says, “It was an honor and a true plea-
sure to work with the Antiques Roadshow team from 
the early planning stages throughout the long day of 
filming in June of 2023. They are a well-oiled machine 
and extremely professional – we greatly appreciate the 
care and respect they brought to the Village and were 
incredible collaborators with our team throughout the 
entire production.”

Over 4,000 guests of Antiques Roadshow were de-
termined, good-spirited, and hopeful as they carried, 
wheeled, and dragged in all sorts of artifacts for assess-
ment from professionals and specialists from all over 
the country.

 Watch Antiques Roadshow's three Sturbridge epi-
sodes premiere Monday, Jan. 29, Feb. 5, and Feb. 12 at 
8 p.m. on PBS.


