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PALMER

Town
Council
reviews
financial
policies

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - At this week’s
Town Council meeting, the town
heard a presentation about a docu-
ment on financial policies provided
by the town’s Manager and Ac-
countant.

On Jan. 13, Town Manager
Brad Brothers and Town Accoun-
tant Gabriela Potter presented the
Financial Policies Review to the
council.

“When I started last April, I
know one thing that was high on the
council’s priority list was to have
financial policies solidified,” Broth-
ers said. “We went through every-
thing, took what we felt was best
practice and put into place for what
fits Palmer.”

Brothers and Potter compared
the guidelines provided by the De-
partment of Local Services in 2017
and compared them with other local
communities to provide an updated,
clear, and concise document specif-
ic to the town’s current needs.

“The policies you have in front
of you were developed to serve as
guidelines and a point of reference
when making financial decisions
or developing long-term plans,’
Potter said. “It is an important and
useful tool when preparing annual
budgets and capital plans, but also
when facing unforeseen situations
or emergencies requiring substan-
tial amount of money. These poli-
cies will also help with prioritizing
projects based on the financial con-
ditions of the town.”

Potter listed the town’s reserve
funds, including the General Stabi-
lization Fund, Capital Improvement
Stabilization Fund, Duke Track Sta-
bilization Fund, Free Cash, Gener-
al Fund, Reserve Fund, and Open
Trust Fund.

“The policies also touch up
on funding of operations of the
wastewater treatment plant and its
reserves, which is sewer surplus,”’
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the winter blues

on Sunday.

J.J. Florio sizes up his shot on net while skating at Hamilton Reservoir

Arlo Florio gets ready to shoot the puck at the net.

HOLLAND — This past Sun-
day quite a few people braved the
chill and enjoyed the sun shining on
Hamilton Reservoir in Holland.

Aria and Talia Martel enjoyed
the sunshine and skating around the
ice with family members. The family
has a home on Hamilton and the chil-
dren got to enjoy the winter season
skating on the frozen lake.

“Aria is just learning how to
skate and is a little leery, where Talia
is more adventurous and isn’t afraid
of falling,” said their mom.

J.J. and Arlo Florio, ages 7 and
4, who were visiting their Aunt and
Uncles home, got to see what hockey
and skating outdoors on a lake was
all about.

J.J. who plays hockey was really
enjoying skating around the shoveled
off ice rink, shooting on the net.

Arlo was doing a great job skat-
ing around and moving the puck
across the ice.

Surely these new outdoor winter
skaters will be back on the ice soon.

Turley photos by Deanna Sloat

Talia Martel was definitely getting use to skating without assistance.

Aria Martel was all smiles as she pushes the
chair along for stability and enjoys her time
learning to skate at Hamilton Reservoir.

PALMER

School
Comm.
shares
details of
Monson
High trip

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @ turley.com

MONSON - At its meeting
last week, the School Committee
welcomed its new Interim Super-
intendent, and heard updates on the
upcoming trip to Disney World for
the high school students.

The Jan. 8 meeting began with
the committee welcoming Interim
Superintendent Roland Joyal, who
had started in the position just days
prior.

“I've only been here a few
(days), but I want to thank every-
body for being so welcoming and
helpful,” Joyal said, “all the work-
ers here and everybody in Central
Office, who I've seen a lot of in
these few days. I’ll be getting out to
the buildings pretty soon.”

Caitlin Walker spoke about
the school’s upcoming Disney trip,
which will leave on Jan. 23.

“As we continue to bring this
incredible learning opportunity to
Monson High School, it is so heart-
warming to see how community
members are willing and eager to
help these deserving kids,” Walker
said. “It’s been a really good pro-
cess, between last spring through
now, financially for them.”

Students are expected to arrive
on Thursday, Jan. 23, at 2:30 a.m.
at Springfield Central High School,
to depart at 2:45 a.m. Walker said
this departure time will be strictly
adhered to. The students will then
fly out from Bradley Airport at 6:15
a.m., and are scheduled to arrive in
Orlando at 9:23 a.m.

The students will stay at Pop
Century Resort in Disney World,
and are signed up for four unique
events, including the Disney Imag-
ination Campus Workshop, where
they will learn physics and story-
telling.

“We are also doing the VIP
dinner show with a private view-
ing for the fireworks at Epcot, and
a VIP private dining experience for
Fantasmic at Hollywood Studios,”
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COMMUNITY

GS raise
funds for
free libraries

By Marcelo Gusméao
Editor
mgusmao @ turley.com

PALMER - This weekend, the
Girl Scouts held a spaghetti dinner to

COMMUNITY

WBCA &
Beyond

Staff Writer

enjoys winter
pinball party
By Ryan Drago
rdrago@turley.com

THREE RIVERS - Members

of the Ware Business & Civic As-
sociation and Beyond arrived at the
Western Mass Pinball Club for a fun
party and gathering last Wednesday

PINBALL I page7
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Submitted Photos
Residents donated to the Girl Scout’s Gold Award Project by pur-
° chasing tickets for the raffle.

Grand Opening!

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Jan McCoy participated in the Golden Flipper Challenge.

HANNA'S ON MAIN

Restaurant ® Bar e Catering
91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082

Open Wednesday - Saturday Lunch and Dinner
Sunday Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

413-277-0009
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BRADY

This is Brady. He is a 12-year-old Golden
Retriever who lives with his friend Julia. He is not up
for adoption, but Julia wanted to share his cuteness
with the paper. We feature your pets here. Is your
fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird,
mouse...you get the point. Is there a pet you’re fos-
tering and trying to re-home? All pets are welcome!
Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with a little
information to journalregister@turley.com.

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

St. Paul’s present
illusions and
humor Jan. 25

PALMER— St. Paul’s of Palmer is proud to
present Illusions and Humor, a highly praised magic
show by Jeff Kempton. This captivating performance
will feature sleight-of-hand tricks, original magic,
and comedy in an intimate setting. Join on Saturday,
Jan. 25, at 2 p.m. for an unforgettable experience.
Popcorn, drinks, and snacks will be provided by St.
Paul’s. Admission is children are free and adults are
a suggested donation of $5.

Kempton says “I fell in love with magic at a
young age. At 34, I decided to pursue that passion
and become a professional magician. I bring my per-
sonality into every show, filled with laughs, surpris-
es, and memories that will last a lifetime. Through-
out my career, I’ve had the privilege of performing
for many, including Grammy award-winning bassist
David Ellefson of Megadeth, ex-Guns N’ Roses gui-
tarist Ron ‘Bumblefoot’ Thal, and many others. In
2021, I completed 365 days of magic. You can find
my performances on YouTube or Facebook under
Jeff Kempton Magic.”

Rev. Steven Sousa, minister of St. Paul’s
Church, adds, “Magic Time, is the perfect fami-
ly-friendly event to brighten our spirits during the
winter months. Come escape the harshness of the
season and enjoy the warmth and joy of magic.”

For more information, please call 413-283-8185
or visit www.StPaulsPalmer.org.

Free Girl Scout
event Jan. 29

PALMER—Palmer and Ware area girls are in-
vited to a free Girl Scout event Embrace Possibility
on Wednesday, Jan. 29, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Girls and
their guardians will sample Girl Scout badge proj-
ects, and take home their first Girl Scout patch. Girl
Scout troops will be selling Girl Scout Cookies and
answering any questions. Adults will discuss volun-
teering to form a new Girl Scout troop. Girl Scouts
of Central and Western Massachusetts seeks volun-
teers to form a new leadership team (3-4 volunteers)
so that the troop responsibilities are fun and can be
shared. No previous Girl Scout experience is neces-
sary. The event will take place at Second Congrega-
tional Church

1080 Pleasant St., Palmer This event is for girls
entering grades K and 1, who are not currently Girl
Scouts. RSVP by Jan. 25 https://go.gscwm.org/Em-
bracePalmer. For information contact Angiee at Aro-
driguez@gscwm.org or call 413-584-2602 x4028.

Palmer Cultural
Council 2025
Grant Recipients

PALMER - These are the sixteen grant appli-
cants which received funding from the Palmer Cul-
tural Council for the FY 25 year. Congratulations on
submitting a comprehensive grant application result-
ing in the following grant awards.

e Summer Kick-Off Community Fair - $350

* OMP Grade 1 Field trip to Worcester Ecotar-
ium - $1500

 Palmer Public Library Summer Family Series
- $500

e OMP Grade 2 Field Trip to the Boston Muse-
um of Fine Arts - $750

* World Heritage Celebration at PHS - $850

* OMP Grade 4 Field Trip to Connecticut
Science Center - $1,000

e OMP Multicultural Education/Awareness:
Art, Nature and Horticulture - $800

e OMP Fifth Grade Ecology Field Trip to
Saco, ME - $3,688

* PHS Seventh Grade Program — Wingmasters:
Bird of Prey - $750

e PHS Community Garden - $300

¢ Pre-School Pumpkin Patch and Petting Zoo
- $375

» PHS Eighth Grade Trip to Hanover Theater
- $900

e OMP Third Grade Field Trip to Old Stur-
bridge Village - $1,400

* OMP Grade 2 Field Trip to the Springfield
Science Museum - $1,080

e Pathfinder Tech Teen and Adult Zine Making
Workshop - $1,200

e Council on Aging — Eclipsed! 2025 Program
- $300

Information on the grant application process
visit massculturalcouncil.org

If you’re interested in learning more about the
PCC, send an email to PalmerCulturalCouncil @
GMail.com.

Veterans eat lunch free at
Ware Senior Center

WARE - Now through May 31, 2025, veterans
of the U.S. armed services can enjoy a homemade
lunch for free at the Ware Senior Center, 1 Robbins
Road.

This meals are provided by the generosity of
former Ware Selectboard member John Morrin, the
Ware Veteran Fund and the Ware Veterans Carnival.

For veterans to take advantage of this offer they
must call the Ware Senior Center 413-967-9645 by
noon the business day before they wish to come for
lunch and place their name on the list. Meals are
served daily, Monday through Friday from 11:30
a.m.-noon.

Menus and more
information are avail-
able on the Council on
Aging page of townof-
ware.com or by stop-
ping by the Ware Se-
nior Center, 1 Robbins
Road, Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m.-4
p.m.

DEADLINE

The Journal Register
has changed its firm
deadline for public
submissions to
Mondays. To get your
submission in for that
week’s edition space
permitting, email Editor
at journalregster@
turley.com or call the
office at 413-283-8393
by noon on Mondays.
We appreciate the
cooperation of our
readers.

Meeting to discuss
East/West Rail at
Steaming Tender

PALMER - A meeting will be held this month
to discuss the future of the rail stop in the state’s
East/West Rail Project.

The meeting will be held at Steaming Tender
Restaurant on Monday, Jan. 27, from 6 to 8 p.m.
The public is invited to participate in the discus-
sion while enjoying food and a cash bar provided
by the restaurant.

M-Pact Annual
Meeting Feb. 10

The public is invited to attend the annual meeting
of Municipal Public Access Cable Television (M-Pact)
at 5 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 10.

All residents of Monson and Palmer are eligible to
be members of the M-Pact Corporation.

Membership is for one year, renewable annually.
Members elect the Board of M-Pact and only members
are eligible for nomination to the Board of Directors.
Two Directors, both from Palmer will be elected for
three-year terms.

Please join us and add your ideas and energy to
make our local Public Access Cable Station even more
involved in the communities of Monson and Palmer.

For more information, please call (413) 283-7373.

Railroad Hobby
Show Jan. 25 and 26

PALMER - The Amherst Railway Society and
CTrail are working together to provide train rides as
part of the upcoming Railroad Hobby Show weekend,
on Saturday, Jan. 25 and Sunday, Jan. 26.

Nicknamed the Railroad Hobby Show Rail-Pass,
adults can ride all day on any CTrail trains between
Springfield, Massachusetts and New Haven, Connecti-
cut for just $10 on either Saturday or Sunday. For chil-
dren 12 and under, the pass is only $5. Kids 2 and un-
der, ride free.

The Rail-Pass can be purchased at the CTrail ex-
hibit at the Railroad Hobby Show, located in the Bet-
ter Living Center, section 15, or at Customer Service
in either New Haven Union Station or Hartford Union
Station.

In addition, the Railroad Hobby Show offers a
FREE shuttle service between Springfield Union Sta-
tion and the Eastern States Exposition fairgrounds on
Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 25-26.

Please note that Railroad Hobby Show special tick-
ets are not valid on Amtrak trains.

The Ambherst Railway Society is a community of
people who share a fascination with railroads.

The society sponsors the annual Railroad Hobby
Show, a model railroad club, and a philanthropy pro-
gram that has donated $830,000 to railroad preservation
and restoration projects all over the country.

The society started in the mid-1950s on the campus
of the University of Massachusetts in Amherst and is
currently based in Palmer.

The CTrail Hartford Line is a regional rail ser-
vice operating between New Haven, Connecticut and
Springfield, Massachusetts. The Hartford Line connects
with the New Haven Line, operated by Metro-North,
at New Haven Union Station for travel to southwestern
Connecticut and Grand Central Terminal in New York

City.

Corrections

The Journal Register will

Consulting all Matters
of Real Estate

'i-u:ehm)k .«com/FCPconsult

gladly correct factual errors that
appear in this paper. Corrections
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request
a correction, send information to
Editor at journalregister @turley.
com, or call 283-8393, extension
236. Corrections may also be
requested in writing at: Journal
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

(413) 348-5827
@ﬁ WWW.FCPCONSULT.COM

New Owners

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904

148 Carmelinas Circle

Climate Controlled Units
Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

Ludlow, MA
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Health grants
available to
central Mass
organizations

WORCESTER - The Health Foundation of
Central Massachusetts announced the opening of
its 2025 Activation Fund grant opportunity, which
provides capacity-building support for organizations
working to address the community-identified health
needs of central Massachusetts residents and work-
ers.

With grants typically ranging between $60,000
and $125,000, the Activation Fund supports discrete,
one-year projects in central Massachusetts aimed at
helping organizations advance to their next level of
capacity and effectiveness that can be sustained over
time. The deadline for submission of a brief concept
paper to express interest is Feb. 28.

Organizations invited to apply will be notified in
April so that they can submit full applications; final
funding decisions will be made in late June so that
projects can launch in July.

“Through the Activation Fund, we seek to offer
grants that enable organizations to seize strategic op-
portunities for growth, address emerging challenges,
purchase equipment, or improve facilities, thereby
facilitating activities and outcomes beyond the sta-
tus quo” said Dr. Amie Shei, President and CEO of
the Foundation. “Over the past 25 years, nearly $12
million in Activation Fund grants has been awarded
to 117 unique organizations with positive and lasting
ripple effects on health throughout the region.”

Those interested in applying for an Activation
Fund grant should visit the Foundation website at
www.thfcm.org to access information on the appli-
cation guidelines and register for a virtual informa-
tion session to learn about the geographic focus and
other eligibility requirements, types of support con-
sidered, and examples of previous grants.

Examples of 2024 grant recipients include
Growing Places, which received a $110,000 grant for
development of a customized IT solution to enhance
efficiency and expand its capacity to serve local food
consumers, buyers and small farmers in north cen-
tral Massachusetts, and Quinsigamond Community
College, which received a $125,000 grant to replace
outdated dental chairs and equipment stations at its
Worcester-based dental clinic that prioritizes under-
served patients.

For questions about the application process,
please contact Vice President for Programs Jennie
Blake at jblake @thfcm.org or 508-438-0009 exten-
sion 6.

About the Health Foundation
of Central Massachusetts

The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts
is dedicated to improving the health of those who
live or work in central Massachusetts, with partic-
ular emphasis on vulnerable populations and unmet
needs. Through its unique and impactful approach to
grantmaking, The Health Foundation supports com-
munity-identified health issues, with health defined
broadly to include social determinants of health and
with a focus on promoting health equity.

As a health conversion foundation launched in
1999 following the sale of the not-for-profit HMO
Central Massachusetts Health Care Inc., The Health
Foundation’s grants have totaled over $59 million to
more than 230 unique organizations over its history.
For more information, visit www.thfcm.org.

Kassandra and Deb Perry collected donations for the

raffle at the fundraiser. Girl Scouts’ raffle fundraiser.

Residents lined up for a chance to participate in the

Gold Award candidate Kassandra Perry oversaw the
fundraiser dinner to benefit her project.

The hall of St. Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Church was full of diners
supporting the Gold Award Project.

GIRL SCOUTS 1 from page 1

raise funds for Kassandra Perry’s
Gold Award Project at St. Thomas
the Apostle Catholic Church.

Perry is pursuing her Gold
Award, the highest rank in the Girl
Scouts, which requires an 80-hour
project that gives back to the com-
munity. Perry and her troop are
working on a set of specially-de-
signed Free Libraries that will be
set up in the town’s parks.

On Saturday, Jan. 11, St. Thom-
as Church on Thorndike Street host-
ed a fundraiser for the project, serv-
ing spaghetti and meatballs with
pasta sauce, salad, ice cream, cook-

Baskets were raffled off to the attendees of the fund-
raiser, including baskets for kids and movie nights.

ies, and brownies. The event includ-
ed a 50/50 raffle and several raffle
baskets that were donated by local
businesses. The church donated the
use of the hall for the fundraiser.

“I talked to people at my church
who’ve done these fundraisers be-
fore to put it together and came up
with ideas as we went,” Perry said.
“I worked with some people at the
church that had done spaghetti din-
ners for veterans and we decided it
would be the easiest thing to do to
help out my project.”

The free libraries will be locat-
ed in parks in Bondsville, Thornd-

Submitted Photos

ike, Three Rivers, and Depot Vil-
lage, as well as one in Burleigh
Park that will move to Town Hall
when the park is closed. In addi-
tion to encouraging kids to use the
parks and enjoy the outdoors, Perry
said she chose the locations for her
free libraries to make sure that there
wasn’t overlap between her book
bins and the existing free libraries
all over town.

“Reading is something kids
should enjoy, not something they’re
mandated to do,” Perry said.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it
appears. This paper will not
be responsible for more than
one corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any error in
an advertisement to a greater
extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item
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413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

HOLLAND—The stretch of frigid temperatures recently
made for great conditions for ice fishermen at Hamilton
Reservoir in Holland. This past weekend many fishing
enthusiasts were seen setting up tip-ups and checking
the ice during a sunny afternoon.
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Viewpoints

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Should Social
Security money

be invested in
the Stock Market

Dear Rusty
For most folks collecting Social Security,
you get back what you put in within 3-5 years,
so for those that scream - “SS is not an entitle-
ment, it is my money’- that is not entirely ac-
curate beyond 3-5 years. For me personally 4.4
years is the number. But had I been able to in-
vest that money over the 43 years I worked at a
modest 6% interest, I expect the amount would
have been a lot more. And of course, the stock
market averaged 9.5% over that time. Perhaps
Social Security should invest in the stock mar-
ket instead of U.S. Government treasury bonds.
Signed Interested Observer

Dear Observer

You bring up a point we frequently hear
that if, instead of paying into Social Security, I
had invested the same money in the stock mar-
ket I would have gotten more.

That, of course, might be the case if you
had the unwavering discipline to religiously
invest the equivalent amount in the market,
avoiding the temptation to use that investment
for any other reason. And life is full of good
reasons, financial emergencies, for example or
the simple temptation to buy something des-
perately needed, or just occasionally skipping
a month to pay bills. Also, the stock market is
notoriously volatile, which can create substan-
tial angst for investors, who are faint of heart.

The fact is that Social Security provides
guaranteed financial growth from the age of
eligibility normally 62, up to age 70 when the
maximum benefit is attained. Benefits claimed
at one’s full retirement age are about 24% -
32% more than if taken at age 62 depending on
Full Retirement Age and benefits taken at age
70 are about 75% more than benefits taken at
age 62. And that is guaranteed growth for those
with the patience to wait longer to claim.

You may recall that the idea of investing
Social Security reserves in the stock market has
been floated a few times in previous years, but
accompanying risks made Congress essential-
ly unwilling to even entertain the idea. It has
always been a political “hot potato” and those
who suggest it are usually castigated for want-
ing to “give SS money to Wall Street,” so I ex-
pect it is unlikely to happen.

Guess we’ll need to be satisfied with the
interest on those Special Issue Government
Bonds, which, by the way, returned about $67
billion to the Social Security Trust Fund in
2023. FYI, average interest rate for new depos-
its to the Trust Fund in 2023 was 4.1%, and the
overall effective rate of return on all Trust Fund
assets was 2.4%.

Social Security has some issues and will
face some financial difficulty in less than a de-
cade unless Congress enacts program reform
soon. But it is a program, which most seniors
rely on for a major part of their retirement in-
come and one which keeps over 22 million
Americans out of poverty. Here at the AMAC
Foundation, we strongly advocate for sensible
Social Security reform and we’re very optimis-
tic about the program’s future. But Congress
needs to act soon to avoid a cut to everyone’s
Social Security amount in about 2033.

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration
or any other governmental entity. This article is
intended for information purposes and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social Security
Association To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Supplemental heat and light
aid seed starting efforts

Last week we looked at the supplies
needed to start seeds indoors. This week
we will dive deeper.

If you have never tried indoor seed
starting, it is a worthwhile endeavor for
sure. You can grow exactly what you
want instead of being defendant on what
lines the shelves of local nurseries each

May.

Furthermore,
there is great sat-
isfaction in hav- ° ‘)‘
ing a part of the 1
“miracle.” No

matter how many
times I have wit-
nessed the germi-
nation process, it
still amazed me
that a tiny seed
has what it takes
within to grow
into a plant. All that is needed is heat,
moisture and light.

Almost all bedding plants, as well as
some vegetables and herbs need warmth
to germinate. We provide bottom heat
through the use of heating cables or mats
set at temperatures between 70-75 de-
grees.

This poses the question of whether
or not seeds will germinate at regular
household temperatures of close to sev-
enty degrees. Probably, but not to their
fullest potential since ideal temperature
is measured not by air temps but by the
temperature of the growing medium.

A room set at 70 degrees is likely
to have temperatures within the germi-
nating flat five to 10 degrees cooler, due
to evaporation at its surface. Invest in a
heat mat — if used for a few weeks each
season it will likely last a decade or two.

There are many types available to
suit your own specific growing needs,
even mini mats that are about the size
of a standard flat. Perfect if all you are
growing indoors are a pack or two of
peppers and tomatoes!

Supplemental lighting comes into
play at the instant your seeds have
sprouted. Bottom heat is not necessary
henceforth (it is even discouraged!).

Seedlings are removed from heat
and placed within 3-6 inches of the light
source. For short-term use, a shop light
affixed with two cool fluorescent bulbs

by
Roberta Mcluaia

has worked fine for me, although one
cool and one warm bulb was recom-
mended “back in the day” to better sim-
ulate the full spectrum of the sun’s rays.
Now, LEDs are an energy conscious
replacement; one I will make when my
fluorescent bulbs give out. If you are
using fluorescent bulbs, be sure to keep
your seedlings away from the ends of the
bulb where the

lights wanes.
If you plan
to use lights for

* long-term growth
a  “grow-light”
w may be a good,
albeit more costly

-

investment. Many
duplicate the sun
quite well, and
some are tailored
to meet the needs
of specific plant types.

For example, some contain more
orange and red hues to promote fruiting
and budding. They are priced by life ex-
pectancy, output and light spectrum.

Installing the lights of your choice
with reflectors or “mirrors” will maxi-
mize intensity, and suspending the whole
system with chains from the ceiling will
make for easy raising as your seedlings
grow.

If you plan to grow just a few seed-
lings and don’t want to invest in lights,
try positioning them in front of an un-
shaded south window. Turn the seedling
flats numerous times during the day to
promote straight, stocky growth. Plants
that are tall and spindly indicate light in-
tensity is too low.

Please give heat mats and supple-
mental lights a try, especially if you ha-
ven’t been successful with indoor seed
sowing in the past. This could turn the
page of a new chapter of growing for
you!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 33
years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @ turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

Tell Us What
You Think
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Share your thoughts and suggestions
with our staff and your fellow readers.
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By Ellenor Downer

Carolina wren

A Brimfield resident sent me a list
of birds on Jan. 2 he saw in his yard.

On the list was a Carolina wren. He
said in the email, “[The Carolina wren
was] foraging in the leaves under shrubs
and has been seen at the feeders more
frequently recently.”

The Carolina wren is six inches long
and has brown feathers above with buff
below. It has a distinct white eyebrow
and white barring in the tail area. It often
holds its tail in an upward position.

The female lays four to eight creamy
or pink white eggs with brown marks in
a nest of mosses, twigs, rootlets, bark
and sometimes snakeskins lined with
finer materials. They nest in tree holes
and many other locations; they will use
birdhouses.

The Carolina wren expanded its
range into the northeast especially with

the milder winters. There song is a loud,
repeated “tea kettle, tea kettle, tea kettle.”
They inhabit forest understory, vines and
woodlands in rural or suburban areas.

Other Brimfield birds

Other birds seen by the Brim-
field resident beside the Carolina wren
were four mourning doves, 20 Amer-
ican robins, 12 dark eyed juncos, one
white-throated sparrow and two North-
ern cardinals. He said of the robins, “I
first noticed one bird on the ground in
the yard and 3 in a crab apple tree eating
fruit. More flew into the tree then four on
the ground foraging. More perched in a
nearby tree.” He also said, “We have ten
crab apple trees in the yard and several of
them have small fruit that is held on the
tree into the winter.”

Flocks of robins

In my travels last week, I saw flocks
of robins on three occasions, twice in
Barre and once in Oakham. The Oakham
flock flew across the road and landed
on the ground and in trees on the oppo-
site side. The Brimfield resident report-
ed his wife saw a flock of robins in the
center of Brimfield eating crab apples
near the post office twice in recent days.
Christmas Bird Count

The Brimfield couple participated in
the annual Christmas Bird Count in Lud-
low. He said, “We had 31 species in Lud-
low, lots fewer birds at the reservoir be-
cause there was about 90% ice coverage
[Saturday] compared to 10% Friday.”

Suet cakes

I put out my suet feeder last month.
I waited long enough because I did not
have a bear either break or run off with
the feeder. The birds are busy eating suet
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Watching the sunrise from the summit of Mt. Jackson, NH.

Snuggled in our sleeping bags on our snowy perch.

A visit from the infamous Grey Jays, with Mt Washington
in the distance.

A starlit hike in the
White Mountains

By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

This was our final hike of 2024. It was 5:15am, and
we were lying on our backs staring up at the stars, co-
cooned in our bright green two-person down sleeping
bag atop several feet of snow on the wide open summit
of Mt. Jackson in NH. The sun was still 2 hours from
cresting the distant horizon. It was dead calm, but bit-
terly cold.

In spite of donning every layer in my winter arse-
nal, I shivered and snuggled closer to Tom as I gathered
the excess fabric of the bag as close to my body as I
could.

We had arrived at the trailhead parking lot almost
3 hours before. It was 0 degrees when we stepped out
of our SUV and opened the back hatch to retrieve our
backpacks. In a split second of hesitation, I questioned
our sanity. “‘Who in their right mind climbs a moun-
tain in the pitch black of night in these ungodly tem-
peratures just to see the sun rise?” Then I immediately
thought, “Too late now. We dropped the motel key in the
drop box a half hour ago in the dead of night, so we’ll
be climbing this mountain whether I want to or not.’

As we moved upward along the snaking path, the
beams of light from our headlamps danced between the
snow covered trees, creating an aura of mystery as the
long shadows stretched deep into the blackened forest.
Our headlamps ignited the untouched snow on the sides
of the trail, giving the illusion of walking on a smooth
white carpet of infinite shimmering diamonds.

When we finally broke tree line, the crescent moon
and twinkling stars welcomed us to a dark and windless
summit. I stood, unmoving, serenaded by the whisper
of starlight in the heavens above me.

Eight years of hiking in every season. Numerous
hiking lists. Thousands of miles. Climbing the second
tallest mountain in the continental United States. Sec-
tion hiking the Appalachian Trail.

Every hike. Every backpacking trip. Every foot-
print left on every mountain.

Each one propelling us forward to the next... even-
tually leading us to this singular unforgettable moment.

A moment of being suspended in time, somewhere
between our very first hike and what will someday be
our very last. Suspended between the valley below and
the heavens above while basking under the brilliance of
a million twinkling stars against the backdrop of a black
velvet sky, while waiting for the sun to awaken the earth
in a blaze of fiery brilliance.

And although we hope that we’ll have the oppor-
tunity to experience a moment like this again, we’ve
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Letters to
the editor
policy

Letters to the editor
should be 250 words or
less in length, and guest
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned
Or anonymous opinions
will be published. We
require that the person
submitting the opinion
also include his or her
town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication.
We reserve the right

to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal
attacks, or defamation of
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor

24 Water St.,

Palmer MA 01069,

or by e-mail to:
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline
for consideration is
Monday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Journal Register welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s
election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from
local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign
issues should be sent to The Journal
Register, care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to journalregister@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received by
noon Monday to be considered for that
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last
edition before the election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress,
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in
The Journal Register.
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Boy Scout can
and bottle drive

BELCHERTOWN— Belchertown Boy Scout
Troop 507 is holding a can and bottle drive on Satur-
day, Jan. 25, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Pride Gas
Station at the intersection of Rt. 21 and Rt 202,165
State St. Gather up all of those unwanted returnable
bottles and cans from holiday gatherings and help
support the Scouts in Belchertown. Returnable water
bottles are also welcomed. The money raised goes
toward Scouting right here in Belchertown. Bring
them to the Pride station where the Scouts will be
collecting them to raise money to help make their
scouting experience more meaningful by helping to
defray the cost of summer camp and other outdoor
camping activities.
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learned the hard way that there are no guarantees in
this life.

So we settle in for however long it takes. We
inhale the clean mountain air. We feel the cold kiss
our cheeks and the silence fill our ears. We wait for
the sun to silence the stars and breathe life onto the
earth.

We remain snuggled in our lofty bright green
sleeping bag on a snowy perch atop a 4,000-foot
mountain for over four hours, unwilling to leave lest
we miss one single minute of the magic that is un-
folding in front of us.

And as we watch the black of night turn into the
blazing red of dawn, we know that for the rest of our
lives, for as long as there is breath in our lungs and
blood running through our veins...

WE. WILL. NEVER. FORGET. THIS. MO-
MENT. See you in the wild places, my friends!

To read more about our hiking adventures, fol-
low us on Instagram @morethanthemountain.
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Walker said.

The students are also signed up for a group din-
ner at Fort Wilderness’s Hoop-Dee-Doo Revue mu-
sical comedy show. The trip will also include daily
educational tour groups to discuss how the themes
of the parks integrate with the sciences and arts.

Walker thanked the town for its support of the
students, as well as families and businesses in town
that helped the students fundraise to lower the costs
of the educational and unique experience.

“Thank you again for allowing and approving
this opportunity for our students, they’re all very
excited for the Disney trip,” Walker said. “Our stu-
dents worked hard to reduce their ticket price, and
we are proud to say that all of the students that are
attending are paying well below the original $1,500
that the trip cost.”

The students will check out of Pop Century on
Jan. 28 to catch their 1:55 p.m. flight home.

“A little bit better than the 2:30 a.m. leaving
time,” Walker said.

The students are expected to arrive at Bradley
Airport at 7:33 p.m., and at Springfield Central High
at approximately 9 p.m. The flight times are still
subject to change at the behest of the airline.

Joyal announced that the IRS mileage rate was
raised by three cents, and that the Police Department
would be at Granite Valley Middle School for train-
ing that weekend. The superintendent’s report was
followed by the Student
Representative ~ Reports,
which were presented by
Julia Royce and Sophia
Galerno.

Committee Vice Chair
Jamie Murphy then spoke
on the subcommittee and
liaison reports, which in-
cluded discussions about
the district’s therapy dog
and MCAS graduation re-
quirements.

“We want to keep
Winnie positive, so I'm
going to email our attorney

Saturday, January 18 ~ 7pm-10pm

Moonlight Saints

Psychic medium
night Feb. 27

STURBRIDGE—IJoin the Chamber of Central
Mass South and guests at The Barn at Wight Farm
in Sturbridge for an inspiring night with Gary McK-
instry, the Psychic Medium Entertainer, on Feb. 27,
from 7 to 9 p.m.

Internationally known Psychic Medium En-
tertainer, McKinstry, will share his gift to connect
with the spirit world and bring intuitive messages
to guests of the Chamber’s Medium Night. McK-
instry’s work as a psychic medium for over 30 years
not only includes clients in the USA, but also Brazil,
France, Australia, Germany and Canada. Whether
one on one or in a large arena, McKinstry is dedi-
cated to helping people in all walks of life and death
and will deliver messages with style.

In this gallery reading, Gary randomly selects
individuals from the audience to deliver messages,
guided by spirits. Messages may be from the afterlife
or pertain to the present. While not everyone gets a
reading, all are encouraged to listen as the messages
hold collective meaning. A psychic gallery reading
elevates the group’s consciousness, offering deep
and transformative experiences, providing hope and
inspiration.

Tickets are $60 for CMS Chamber members and
their employees, or $65 for non-Members. Cash bar.

This intimate and enlightening evening with
Gary is limited to 100 attendees, so get tickets now.

For Medium Night tickets and information give
the Chamber a call at 508-347-2761 or email info@
cmschamber.org.

BACKYARD 1 from page 4

especially during this cold weather.

New Hampshire Loon
Preservation Committee

The New Hampshire Loon Preservation Com-
mittee reported in 2024 they surveyed 498 occupied
or potential loon territories on 327 lakes to assess
presence/absence and breeding success of loons and
the success of LPC’s management to help them.
They documented the presence of 359 loon pairs and
126 unpaired adult loons. They also floated a record
156 nest rafts to help loon pairs displaced from their
traditional nest sites by shoreline development, rec-
reational lake use and water level fluctuations. They
also installed signs and rope lines at 135 nesting loon
pair locations.

They banded 57 loons and rescued 38 loons in
distress and a result of illness or injury. The Loon
Preservation Committee continued to expand their
lead tackle buyback program. Ingestion of lost lead
tackle by fisherman remained the cause of lead poi-
soning in the loon population. There were six doc-
umented deaths due to lead poisoning, two loon
deaths from trauma due to boat strikes and two loon
deaths due to entanglement in fishing gear in 2024.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard§8 @
aol.com or edowner @turley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

NAMI to host
annual meeting

HOLYOKE— The National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness of Western Massachusetts annual meeting
will be held on Sunday, Jan. 19, beginning at 1 p.m.
The special guest speaker will be Cristianna Borelli.
Recently, she was invited to and competed at the Na-
tional US/Woman of Achievement Pageant in Irvine,
California this past November. She returned home with
the national title of Ms US 2025, the first woman from
New England to do so in the 10-year history of the
pageant. She will present her dual platform of mental
health advocacy, and suicide prevention to help, sup-
port, and empower people from all walks of life who
have struggled with a mental health issue. Now, she is
using her crown as a symbol and a tool to help others
who struggle in silence regarding their mental health.
Hear her inspiring words of hope.

This event is open to the public. Absentee ballots
will be mailed only to NAMI-WM members who are
eligible to vote. If the ballot has not been received
by Jan. 13 please call the office. The ballots must be
received in the office by Friday, Jan. 17. To register
please go to namiwm.org/events and click on the regis-
tration link or go directly to Eventbrite.com and search
for NAMI Western Mass. A Zoom link will be provid-
ed to those who are registered. For more information
contact the office.
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Potter said. “A new initiative included in the policies
is to set aside funds freed up from paying off a loan
and reserving them to have available when a new
borrowing is needed.”

Potter gave an example of a loan being paid off
in fiscal year 2025, saying that the money that would
have been needed to pay the debt in fiscal year 2026
would be included in the budget in the General Fund
Reserve, rather than debt service.

This prompted a discussion between councilors
about the difference from debt ex-
clusion.

“There’s debt that’s part
of the levee and debt that’s
not part of the levee,”

Brothers said. “The levee

is always the levee, there’s

money that decreases due

to debt that’s no longer
needed.

“We don’t want to then
absorb it in our operating budgets,
because when we need to borrow again for some-
thing else, then there’s no money available,” Brothers
said. “It holds us accountable to make sure that we
have available money for borrowing when needed in
the levee.”

Potter said that the document included an ap-
pendix of the town’s different types of accounts and
what they’re used for.

“Capital planning and debt service management
guidelines in the policies address the approach to
short-term capital needs as well as long-term out-
look,” Potter said. “The appendix at the end of the
document is a quick summary of the town’s reserve
accounts, their types, uses, and recommended bal-
ances in relation to the operating budget or minimum
annual contributions.”

Town Council will spend the next few weeks re-
viewing the document before voting on it at the Feb-

ruary meeting.

CAMPUS

N O T E S

Husson University’s dean’s list
for the spring 2024

BANGOR, ME— Congratulations to Mad-
ison Griffin of Brimfield, who has been named
to Husson University’s dean’s list for the spring
2024 semester of the 2023-2024 academic year.

Griffin is studying toward a degree in BS
Nursing at Husson.

Resident a Presidential
Scholar at Clarkson University

POTSDAM, NY— Ty Morgan Say-
ball-Wimmer of Bondsville, a junior majoring
in business intelligence and data analytics, was
named a Presidential Scholar for the fall 2024
semester at Clarkson University.

WNE fall 2024 dean’s list

SPRINGFIELD— Western New England
University takes immense pride in recognizing
the outstanding academic achievements of over
750 students who have been named to the dean’s
list for the Fall 2024 semester. The following lo-
cal students were named to the dean’s list:

Roger Leland of Brimfield, Haley Bronson
of Monson, Lauren Harris of Monson, Sarah
Moore of Monson, Zackery Wysk of Monson,
Austin Degnan of Palmer, Hannah Bissonnette
of Palmer, Kevin Hess of Palmer, Madison Cole
of Palmer, Taylor Browne of Palmer, William
Partelo of Palmer and Evan Thomas of Wales.

MassBay Community College
dean’s list

WELLESLEY HILLS— The following lo-
cal residents have been named to the MassBay
Community College dean’s list, achieving this
outstanding academic honor for the fall 2024 se-
mester.

Kieran Talbert of Monson, who studies
Medical Coding and Myanyeliz Quinones of
Warren, who studies General Studies.

Curry College 2024 Dean’s List

MILTON—Curry College congratulates Is-
abella Leneau of Brimfield, MA 01010 who was
named to the Fall 2024 Dean’s List.

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & SAnthun Sktf/ Jervais
Hot Tub Removals (774)397-6500

for clarification on a few
items,” Murphy said.

As for the change in
graduation requirements,
Murphy said that there
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Helen M. Bessette, 90
Died Jan. 6, 2025
Charbonneau

Funeral Home

Died Jan. 11, 2025
Services are private

Stewart I. Royea, Sr, 94

Lombard Funeral Home

Irene C. Sherman

Died Jan. 13, 2025
Services Jan. 18, 2025
Beers & Story Funeral Home

O BITUARTIES

Helen M. Bessette, 90

PALMER—Helen M. (Del-
argy) Bessette, 90, of Palmer,
died on Monday, January 6,
2025, with her daughter and son-
in-law by her.

She leaves her children,
Denise J. Dubowski and her
husband Mark of Palmer, Di-
ane Kalafarski of Ware, Earnest
Bessette, Jr. and his wife Tam-
my of Three Rivers, and John

was predeceased by
her husband, Earnest
G. Bessette and her
daughter, Linda Mega.
She was born in Ware
the daughter of the late
William A. and Sophie
(Laturs) Delargy.

In addition to
raising her family with
Earnest, Helen worked

playing bingo at the
Highlands, and trying
her luck on scratch
tickets and at the
MGM casino.

At her request,
there will be no funer-
al services. Charbon-
neau Funeral Home,
30 Pleasant St., in
Ware is assisting her

Police/Fire

Bridge Street.

At 3:17 p.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner of Wright Street
and Fairview Street.

At 10:20 p.m. police arrested
Justin Michael Samkin Sr., 44, of
1054 High St., Palmer, for trespass,
disorderly conduct and in posses-
sion of a legal firearm while intox-
icated.

Palmer

The Palmer Police Department
reported 373 incidents on its logs
from Dec. 30 through Jan 6.

Dec. 30
At 5:19 a.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on Thorndike Street.
Dec. 31
At 9 a.m. police gave summons
to Eboni Charles Wilkinson, 38,
of 385 Orange St., Springfield, for
larceny of a motor vehicle, use of
a motor vehicle without authority
and unlicensed operation of a mo-
tor vehicle. Amanda Gunnels, 31, of
118 Main St., Ware, also received a
summons for use of a motor vehicle
without authority.

Jan. 1
At 11:31 a.m. police gave sum-
mons to Tyler Colby White, 31, of
16 Holbrook St., Palmer, for oper-
ating a motor vehicle with revoked
registration, uninsured motor vehi-
cle and no inspection sticker.
Jan. 2
At 5:56 a.m. police responded

At 11:01 a.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on Thorndike Street.

At 4:26 p.m. police responded
to an accident with a pedestrian on
the corner of High Street and Ware
Street.

At 7:10 p.m. police gave sum-
mons to Amy L. Encarnacion, 32,
of 289 Walnut St., Holyoke, for
uninsured motor vehicle, operating
motor vehicle with suspended reg-
istration and motor vehicle lights
violation.

Jan.3

At 5:57 p.m. police responded
to an accident with property dam-
age on Main Street.

Jan. 4
At 8 p.m. police arrested Aus-

tin Bickel, 18, of 155 Beacon Drive,
Palmer, for vandalizing property.

to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner of N. Main Street
and Wright Street.

family with her arrangements.
An online tribute page is avail-
able at charbonneaufh.com.

Bessette and his wife Mary of
Barre, as well as 12 grandchil-

as a manager at the former

At 1:34 p.m. poli ded
screen print shop in Gilbertville. P17 pO.1ce Fesponce

to an accident with property dam-

dren, 22 great-grandchildren and
4 great-great grandchildren. She

After retirement, she enjoyed
vacationing in New Hampshire,

Stewart I. Royea, Sr

WALES—Stewart [. Ro-
yea, Sr, 94, passed away Satur-
day, Jan. 11, 2025. Stewart was
born in St. Armand's , Quebec,
Canada May 29, 1930 to the late
Lester A. and Doris B. (Killen)
Royea He has been a resident
of Wales for many years. Stew-
art honorably served in the US
Army during the Korean War.
He was a member of the Wales
VFW Post 2596 and Wales Bap-
tist Church. For many years he

was a machine operator for area
construction companies.

Stewart was predeceased
by his wife Emma R. (Shover)
Royea. He leaves his children
Stewart Royea, Jr (Ruth), Donna
Beaupre, Shayne Royea (Laurie),
Victoria Renard, Bryan Royea
(Felicia), Kathi Ekenbarger, Ed-
ward Royea (Debbie) and Juan-
ita DeMarchi (Tony). Stewart
also leaves 15 grandchildren, 32
great-grandchildren and 6 great-

great grandchildren. He was pre-
deceaased by his brothers Cecil,
Basil and Alvin and is survived
by his brother Cedric.

Memorial Donations can be
made to Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect or Wales Baptist Church.

Lombard Funeral Home of
Monson has been entrusted with
the arrangements. All services
are private. For online condo-
lences please visit www.lom-
bardfuneralhome.com

Irene C. Sherman

It is with heartfelt sorrow
that we announce the passing
of Irene C. Sherman on Jan. 13,
2025, at the age of 99. Born on
July 31, 1925, in Palmer, she
graced the world with her pres-
ence for nearly a century.

Irene was a life-long resi-
dent of Palmer, having spent her
formative years in Bondsville.
Her enduring connection to her
community was exemplified
through her steadfast dedication
to the Second Congregational
Church, where she was an es-
teemed member and harmonized
within the church choir with her
melodious voice—an echo of her
vibrant spirit. She had a strong
Christian faith that guided her
throughout her life.

So proud of her Polish her-
itage, and a woman of varied
interests, Irene found joy in the
beauty of nature. She was pas-
sionate about travel and hiking,

explorations that fed

her curious soul and
adventurous heart.

Her love for bicycling

earned her a cherished

place in the Cyclonauts

Bicycle Club, where

she shared countless

rides and stories with

fellow cycling enthu-

siasts and most espe-

cially her late husband,

Ken. Her artistic spirit shone
through in her love for flowers
and Therum stencil painting, in-
fusing color and life into every-
thing she touched.

Irene was preceded in death
by her parents, Michael and Ag-
nes Starsiak, her beloved hus-
band Kenneth C. Sherman, her
siblings Bernice Killian, Caro-
line Motyka, Stephanie Wenec-
zek, Emelia Ligus, and Michael
Starsiak, her granddaughter
Connie Sherman, and her son

Kenneth II Sherman.
She leaves behind a
legacy cherished by
her daughter, Christi-
na Sherman, her sons
Kevin Sherman and
his wife Julie, and Mi-
chael Sherman. Her
grandchildren—Melo-
dy Nunn, Dustin Sher-
man, Olivia Mabrey,
and Jamie Sherman—
continue to carry her legacy for-
ward.

A visitation will be held Sat-
urday, Jan. 18 at Second Congre-
gational Church, 1080 Pleasant
St., beginning at 10 a.m., with
a service to follow at 11 a.m. on
the same day. In lieu of flowers,
please consider donations in her
memory to the church.

Beers & Story Palmer Fu-
neral Home has been entrusted
with the arrangements.

age on the corner of Main Street and

On Tuesday, Jan. 7 at 11:00
am., the department responded
to Whitney Ave for an accidental
alarm activation, and returned to
service at 11:11 a.m.

On Tuesday, Jan. 7 at 2:56 p.m.,
the department responded to Wales

MONSON

The Monson Fire Department
responded to three fire calls and
27 emergency medical calls for the
week of Jan. 6-12, 2025.

WPD responds to Big
Y Express Robbery

WILBRAHAM - The police de-
partment shared a media release on
their Facebook page on Jan. 2 sur-
rounding a larceny incident at the Big

JANUARY 22
Weleful Weaving
One of a kind loom creations

Y Express on Boston Road: FEBRUARY 4
“On January 2, 2025 at approx- :
imately 0530 hours, the Wilbraham K and‘IZ Je\;v;;ryui)emgn
Police Department received a 911 call Ty unq
from the clerk at the Big Y Express on
Boston Road in Wilbraham in regards FEBRUARY 5
Hobbit Hollow Herbs

to a larceny which was occurring. Wil-
braham officers immediately respond-
ed to the scene but were unable to lo-

Products made from nature

cate the parties involved as they had FEBRUARY 6
left the area in a vehicle. Weleful Weaving
Responding officers secured the Rigid Heddle Loom

scene and were able to determine
through interviews and video that no
weapon was used in the larceny or
threats made to the clerk. The suspects
involved stole an unspecified amount
of items from the store before leaving
the area.

Fabric creations

FEBRUARY 10
Geriations And Sew On
Hand sewn items

Road for a stove malfunction, and
returned to service at 3:32 p.m.

On Sunday, Jan. 12 at 1:48
p.m., the department responded to
Maxwell Road for smoke in the res-
idence, and returned to service at
2:36 p.m.

Vendor Sales at Wing Memorial
Auxiliary gift shop

FEBRUARY 12
Crystal Clear Emotions
Amazing and special

FEBRUARY 13
Wicked Good Treats
One of our favorites

FEBRUARY 14
Share Beauty Products
made from nature

FEBRUARY 17
AFRIK
Interesting products
from Africa too

FEBRUARY 20
Sweets and Treats
freeze dried candy/some fruits

This investigation is ongoing and
being conducted by Wilbraham Police
Department and will be updated as fur-
ther details are confirmed.”

The police department added on
Facebook there is no ongoing threat to
the public and to contact Capt. Shawn
Baldwin with any information.

REGION—AIl submissions
must be submitted by Feb. 7. Wis-
tariahurst Museum is seeking artist
submissions for the Third Annual
Women’s History Month juried art
showcase for the month of March.

The Journal Register

OBITUARY POLICY

This year, the theme is Love,
in all forms. Love, in all forms,

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Artists needed for
Women’s History month

aims for artists to consider how
love impacts lives.

Any medium for submission
is encouraged. Submissions are
open to anyone who identifies as
a woman and non-binary artists of
any age.

Submissions should include
3 to 4 quality images with infor-
mation (title, date, medium, and
size), an artist statement (approx-
imately 300 words about your art
and its relationship to the theme),
and an artist bio (approximately
150 words about you as an artist)
in one PDF.

Five artists will be selected
and awarded a $100 stipend. Sub-
missions are due Feb. 7, please
send them to info@wistariahurst.
org.

Benches

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusy Family

Statues
Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ** www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

Monuments “ Custom Design Work
Bronze Plaques “ Cleaning * Markers * Vases * Hazardous Tree Removal
Cemetery Signage  Granite Signs * Stump Grinding
* Bohcat Work

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References

e Lot Clearing ¢ Storm work
* Furnace Wood iy
* Firewood $275/cord

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

413-589-7564 Office *+ 413-589-7588 Fax # 413-531-5360

CLUES ACROSS
1. This regulates

33. Noted writer
34. Building occupied

CLUES DOWN
1. Partner to “oohs”

35. Guy (slang)
36. Sound unit

cortisol production by monks 2. Scaly water dweller  37. Midway between Q

(abbr.) 39. “The world’s most 3. Pueblo people of northeast and east Th 6 Ll b l" a l"y LOF[: ¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
5. People of northern famous arena” New Mexico 38. Affirmative Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center » 1085 Park S o

Vietnam 42. Colorless liquid 4. Music producer Teo  40. Almost at the top ark Street, Faimer H: 508-867-6119 « C: 978-888-1693
8. Employee stock hydrocarbon 5. Greek mythological ~ 41. Extremely slow

ownership plan 44, Long or fast goddess 42. Pearl Jam’s debut We are celebrating our F o R R E N T
12. Regions speech 6. Got together to album 20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.
14.The center of a city ~ 46. Things you can eat discuss 43, Influential Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
15. Hindu serpentine  47. Substance in which 7. Acquires mid-century . °

deity magnetic moments 8. Involve playwright Tues. 10am - 4 Hn:)l{gvsv' A 10am - 4om G“abbl n ES'a'es
16. Roared are not aligned 9. Some are toma- 44, Martens ues. 1ta p ed. 1-a P .
18.Sun up in New York  49. Actor Idris to-based 45. Approval Thurs. 10am - 4pm « Fri. 10am-4pm « Sat. 10am-Zpm 41 Chorch Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094
19.“Sir” in Malaysian  50. | (German) 10. 0ld Irish alphabets ~ 47. Dallas-adjacent HorE 10 SEE YOU THERE Accepting applications for wait list.
20. Shrimp dish 51. Taxes 11. Asheet of glass in Texas city The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.

48. African nation
49, Dark brown or

a window or door
13. Blood poisoning

56. Indonesian island
57. Nuisance (slang)

21. Muckraker Tarbell

22. Apex appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry

facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and

23. Harmonic effects 58 Shaw 17.Amoon of Saturn black Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. “Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo

26. One of Babe Ruth’s  59. Digits 24, Neither 52. A place to get We accept books only in good, clean condition. 0o " h. e .
nicknames 60. Moved on foot 25. Sums caught or oU’ Of Income, whichever Is lower.

30. Groups in organic quickly 26. They follow “A” 53. Large-headed, For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
chemistry 61. "For goodness __ " 27. Satisfaction elongated fish , _ __ apartments when available.

31. More pleasant-tas-  62. Facial body part 28. People of sout- 54. Type of sword '
ting 63. Russian river heastern Burma 55. Scottish tax or levy CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

32. Spring forward 64. Urinates 29. Small amount

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

R W 100N I Ik 11" et 171 L AL W (1M | Ll
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Pinball night had a fantastic turnout as many arrived at the Western Mass Pinball
Club, which features dozens of vintage and modern pinball machines.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Ware Business & Civic Association and Beyond members gathered for a fun night of pinball at the Western Mass Pinball Club in Three Rivers.

Ryan Sinclair of B’Leaf Wellness Centre was the winner of Golden Flipper Challenge.
Sinclair stands with Mary Robidoux, Katie Gagner and Crystal Daniels.

The Pinball Party had a great turnout with many members of Ware Business & Civic
Association and Beyond attending.

PINBALL

I from page 1

evening.

There was plenty
of salad, wings, pizza,
desserts and pinball ma-
chines to enjoy in a fun
atmosphere featuring doz-
ens of vintage and mod-
ern pinball machines and
additional arcade games.
WBCA & Beyond Presi-
dent Dan Flynn welcomed
everyone who attended
the pinball party and en-
couraged all the guests to
enjoy the food and play
some pinball.

Katie Gagner and
Mary Robidoux from
Moulton Insurance Agen-
cy were busy running the
Golden Flipper Challenge
during the pinball party.
The challenge featured
players competing in a
pinball tournament play-
ing two vintage pinball
machines.

The highest scoring
pinball player will leave
with a nice cash prize of
$100. The winner of the
Golden Flipper Challenge
was Ryan Sinclair of
B’Leaf Wellness Centre
of Ware.

As many members
enjoyed playing pinball,
several participated in a
raffle for an opportunity
to win tickets to go see the
Boston Bruins. In charge
of the raffle tickets was
Jan McCoy of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices
Realty Professionals.

The WBCA & Be-
yond helps transform
Ware into a destination
point for visitors and is
a helpful resource to the
residents. WBCA & Be-
yond has more informa-
tion at warebca.com.

The Western Mass
Pinball Club can be found
at 4 Springfield St., inside
the Palmer Technology
Center. Learn more about
the pinball club at west-
ernmasspinball.com.

Chris Barnes from Monson Savings Bank faced off

against zombies in the Walking Dead pinball machine.

Attention all
businesses

Bobby Roy fought for the Iron Throne in the Game of Thrones pinball game.

in Palmer,

Monson,

machine at Western MA Pinball.

Crystal Daniels enjoyed the X-Men-themed pinball

James Ferrera, the Town Administrator of Warren (left),
hung out with Stuart Beckley, the Town Manager of

Ware.

Katie Gagner, left, and Mary Robidoux
of Moulton Insurance Agency were
running the Golden Flipper Challenge
during the pinball party.

We’re promoting the history of local

businesses in our

Brimfield,
Holland
& Wales

wellness
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Business

Town welcomes new cannabis dispensary

Raphael Aronov (center)

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusmao

cuts the ribbon for his
store’s third location,
held by Town Gouncilors
Matthew Lemieux and
Mark Caci.

By Marcelo Gusmao
Editor
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - Last
weekend was the offi-
cial ribbon-cutting of the
town’s new cannabis dis-

Joey DeCoff, Amber King, and Kaitlyn Adams helped to
celebrate the business’s opening.

pensary, Green Gold.
On the morning of Fri-

Making a donation to AmVets Post #74, (from left) Renee
Niedziela, Ralph Aronov, and Mark Caci.

day, Jan. 10, Green Gold
invited members of the
community to a ceremoni-
al ribbon-cutting. Town of-
ficials presented company
owner Rafael Aronov with
a certification, and were
given a tour of the facility.
“We’re open for busi-
ness in Palmer and looking
forward to being part of
community,” said James
McMahon of McMahon
Strategic Development.

Director of Retail
Amanda Woodward has
been with the company for
six years and is in charge
of overseeing the company’s three stores. She
said that the business was “welcomed with
open arms” to the town, and that customers
are very excited.

“James (McMahon) has to deal with all
the legality more than I do, but once we met
the licensing situation and figured out the spe-
cial permit, it was easy breezy,” said Wood-
ward. “Everyone was very accepting.”

Though the store has been open since
Nov. 25, the company waited to schedule its
ribbon-cutting until after the holidays. The
event involved a food truck from Flippin’ the
Bird BBQ, goodie bags, raffles, and a wheel
for customers to spin and win prizes.

“I think it’s a good chance for people to
come in and try a good variety of our stuff
with our deals,” Woodward said.

The store has started the process to offer
medical marijuana to patrons with a medical
card, and is currently waiting for the state’s
Cannabis Control Commission to approve it.

McMahon outlined the extensive testing
process for the product, which include testing
the product’s potency as well as safety testing
that checks for pesticides, herbicides, fungi-
cides, mold or bacterial activity, heavy met-
als, residual solvents, and vitamin-E acetate.

“All of the product we produce is required
to be independently lab-tested, there are about
11 labs across commonwealth now,” McMa-
hon said. “At multiple stages during produc-
tion cycle, that product gets tested by inde-
pendent labs, so everyone is on same page.
No product is allowed to leave the building
unless it passes all its tests.”

As for opioids, such as fentanyl, Mc-
Mahon said that the cultivation ecosystem is
controlled so there’s no opportunity for these
substances to be added. He said that provid-
ing a non-opioid pain reliever was one of the

Flippin’ the Bird BBQ.

Jeorge Jones worked the grill for the food truck from Raphael Aronov and Amanda Woodward received a
certification from the House of Representatives for

Green Gold Group.

primary reasons that Raphael Aron-

ov started Green Gold.

“(Aronov) had some friends
prescribed opioids that ended up be-
coming addicted, and he saw how it
ruined their lives and their family’s
and friends’ lives,” McMahon said.
“So many people, including Green
Gold, entered the cannabis business
because of its success as a non-opi-
oid pain reliever, so there’s an ex-
tremely strong aversion to any type
of opioids in cannabis industry.”

In addition to its own retail loca-
tions, Green Gold’s cultivation facil-
ity services 35% of the dispensaries
in the commonwealth.

“What differs Green Gold from
other businesses is,” Woodward said,
“a lot of places set up their retail lo-
cations first and then work in the cul-
tivation, where we did the opposite.
We had our cultivation and whole-
sale program established before our
retails open, so we already had that
brand presence, and the inventory to
get the place up and running.”

“I can’t emphasize enough how
great it’s been coming into town,”
McMahon said. “The people at
Town Hall have done a lot to wel-
come us as a new business. It’s never
easy to open a new business, and being a can-
nabis business is at least twice as difficult due
to oversight, but it’s been really fantastic.”

McMahon praised the work of Town
Manager Brad Brothers and Town Planner
Heidi Mannarino, along with the Planning
Board.

“They really did a lot to make sure we
would have as low an impact as possible, it’s
been a great partnership with Palmer,” Mc-

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

@

Paige Gosta had a table with a display of gummies
from Wyld Cannabis.

Mahon said. “We’re really looking forward to
coming into an area underserved by medical
dispensaries and being the first one there.”

Green Gold will be holding monthly raf-
fles, including raffling off a television in Feb-
ruary for the Super Bowl.

Green Gold can be found at 1140 Thorn-
dike Street, exactly 420 feet from the turnpike
exit.

“Join the team/that does More by
9am thaflsome do allday™

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

Hitchcock Brown Bag
Speaker Series Reinstated

Kicking Off With a Talk
about “Brimfield Heroine”
and “Mother of Oregon”
labitha Moffat

BRIMFIELD — Due to demand,
Hitchcock is proud to announce the
revival of a popular, long-missed se-
ries of Brown Bag speakers. The series
kicks off at noon on Jan. 29 with a talk
about “Brimfield Heroine” and “Moth-
er of Oregon” Tabitha Moffat.

Join local historian and Hitchcock
Trustee Mike Defalco for a talk about
"Brimfield Heroine" Tabitha Moffat.
Moffat was born in Brimfield in 1780
and later in life (in her 60s) journeyed
with her children on the Oregon Trail.
Once there, she started a school for
children that later became Pacific Uni-
versity. She wrote a letter to her fami-
ly back in Brimfield talking about her
experiences on the Trail which became
known as the “Brimfield Heroine Let-
ter”. It described attacks by Native
Americans, near starvation and other
assorted dangers. In the 1970s, the Or-
egon State Legislature proclaimed her
the "Mother of Oregon".

The talk will also include the story
of Moffat's husband Clark Brown who
arrived in town in the 1790s to serve as
the Congregational Church pastor and
immediately became part of a major
controversy which resulted in an ec-
clesiastical trial known as the Brown
Church War.

These accounts are also men-
tioned in The Brimfield Historical
Commission’s “101 Things to Know
About Brimfield.”

Reservations are required (Reg-
istration closes Jan 27 at 6 p.m.) and
there is a $10 fee per person. Lunch be-
gins at noon and the talk at 12:30 p.m.
Registrants can choose to bring their
own lunch or for an additional $10 (in-
cludes half sandwich, soup, and bever-
age. The talk will run approximately an
hour.

This program is presented with
support from The Shirley Frye Memo-
rial Fund.

Hitchcock Academy is a com-
munity center located at 2 Brookfield
Road in Brimfield serving the commu-
nity with educational, recreational, and
cultural programming. More informa-
tion can be found at www.hitchcock-
academy.org.

DCR lists upcoming winter
hybrid presentations

BELCHERTOWN - The Les and
Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor Cen-
ter, 100 Winsor Dam Road, announces
the schedule for winter hybrid presen-
tations.

All programs are scheduled for 2
p.m. In person seating is limited to 45
people.

In case of bad weather, the pro-
grams will only be held virtually.
Please register for any of these events
by visiting https://www.mass.gov/lo-
cations/quabbin-reservoir/events.

Prince Walker of Barre — From
Enslaved to Landowner
Sunday, Jan. 19 from 2-3 p.m.

Born to an enslaved family in
Barre in June 1774 Prince Walker
spent much of his life on a homestead
that is now part of the Ware River Wa-
tershed. Although known mainly as
the much younger brother of Quock
Walker (whose suit to attain personal
freedom was instrumental in freeing
all enslaved people in Massachusetts)
Prince Walker led a remarkable life.

Join Lucy Allen from the Barre
Historical Society as she presents on
his trek to freedom and financial inde-
pendence.

Understanding Fish Species at
Quabbin Reservoir

Sunday, Jan. 26 from 2-3 p.m.

Creel surveys are a common tech-
nique used by fisheries professionals to
better understand waterbody specific
catch and harvest trends. Creel data
from Quabbin Reservoir were collect-
ed at each of the three boat launch ar-
eas during the 2024 fishing season.

The presentation will provide up-
dates regarding participation, catch,
harvest and species specific trends.
These data will be compared to other
statewide and waterbody specific creel
data collected by MassWildlife and
Department of Conservation and Rec-
reation.

The Mystery of Prescott
Quilt of Names
Sunday, Feb. 2 from 2-3 p.m.
Step back in time and delve into

the intriguing story behind a remark-
able artifact that has woven together
generations-a quilt embroidered with
fifty signatures from 1895, hailing
from Prescott, Massachusetts. Who
created this piece of history, and why?
How did it make its way to the Hitch-
cock Chair Museum in Riverton, Con-
necticut, and who played a crucial role
in returning it to the Swift River Valley
Historical Society?

Join historical interpreter Karen
Traub as she embarks on a fascinating
journey to unravel the quilt’s past.

History of Rutland Prison Camp
Sunday, Feb. 16 from 2-3 p.m.
Fresh air, three home-cooked

meals a day, comfortable sleeping
quarters and a private hospital - sounds
like a delightful retreat for a prison?
Indeed, it was!

This presentation will tell the sto-
ry of this surprisingly successful social
experiment nestled within the Ware
River Watershed.

Microscopic world of the
Quabbin Reservoir

Sunday, Feb. 23 from 2-3 p.m.

What’s in the water? Learn about
the microorganisms that live in the
water, and how they can impact water
quality.

This presentation will cover phy-
toplankton and zooplankton found in
the Quabbin Reservoir with a live mi-
croscope demo.

Quabbin Reservoir and
Watershed Protection
Sunday, March 2 from 2-3 p.m.

Engineering, forestry, wildlife and
aquatic biology, carpentry, mowing
and snowplowing...how do all of these
things combine to protect the water
supply of over three million people in
Massachusetts? How does they benefit
the region around the reservoir?

This presentation from the Visitor
Center staff explores how the many
different goals of DCR staff all support
one goal, Quabbin watershed protec-
tion.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Enjoy your old favorites with

some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown

413.323.6175

www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their
ad in the

Journal
Register
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BASKETBALL

Mustangs
pick up
first
victory

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—After losing
the first four games of the regular
season by more than 10 points,
the members of the Monson girls
basketball team finally celebrat-
ed a victory.

The young Lady Mustangs,
who only have one senior list-
ed on their roster, overcame
an eight-point deficit to defeat
Granby, 44-40, in a non-league
game held at Sullivan Gymnasi-
um, last Tuesday night.

“The kids have been very

working hard, and it feels great
to finally get a win. They really
deserve it,” said first-year Mon-
son head coach Alyssa Darling.
“We did trail for most of the
game, but we never gave up.”

Darling was a 1,000-point
scorer during her outstanding
high school basketball career at
Palmer High School. She was
also a member of the women’s
basketball team at Westfield
State University.

A couple of years ago,
Darling won ten games in her
first stint as a girls’ varsity bas-
ketball coach at Minnechaug
Regional.

One of the eight Lady

Olivia Chrzan goes
to the hoop.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Cali Zielinski holds back and looks to pass.

Mustangs players is senior Ol-
ivia Chrzan, who’s also a mem-
ber of the elite 1,000-point club.
Chrzan scored a game-high 30
points against Granby (3-4). It
pushed her career point total
over the 1,700 mark. Chrzan
has also scored 140 points in
the seven basketball games that
she has played against Granby.

“It’s a coach’s dream to
coach a basketball player like
Olivia,” said Darling, who also
had the opportunity to coach
Chrzan at the youth level. “The
things that she does on the
court is just amazing. She’s a
great kid, a great teammate,
and is very coachable. We're
hoping that she can reach 2,000
career points this season. She’s
just an amazing athlete.”

The Lady Rams were led
offensively by Kalli White,
who’s one of the Lady Rams
three  sophomore  starters.
White finished the home con-
test with 27 points. Sophomore
Brenna Moreno scored six
points and senior Autumn Si-
card added five points. Junior
Kaitlyn Curran only scored two
points, but she guarded Chrzan
which isn’t a very easy task.

“We’re a young basketball
team and the players are still
learning a new system,” said
first-year Granby head coach
Dave Padavano. “I really en-
joy coaching the Granby girls’
team. All of the players are
great kids and I'm hoping they
have a good experience playing
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Marciniec
to receive

Damko
Award

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Palmer  Athletic
Director Matt Marciniec was re-
cently named as the 2024 MSSA-
DA Theodore Damko award win-
ner.

“It’s an honor just being nom-
inated for the Damko award from
District 1 (Western Mass. and the
Berkshires). There are a group of
amazing athletic directors from Dis-
trict 1, who go above and beyond
for their school and interscholastic
athletics as a whole,” Marciniec
said. “(Ludlow AD) Tim Brillo was
selected as the athletic director of
the year winner last year. Hopeful-
ly, it will shed some light that there
are some great things happening
out here in the west.”

The recipient of the Damko
Award is an athletic administrator
having five or less years of expe-
rience in the field and have made
significant contributions to his/her
school, league, district and/or state.
Damko was the longtime Athlet-
ic Director at Leominster High
School.

Marciniec replaced Pete Farr
as both an Athletic Director and
football coach in 2019. He became
a fulltime AD this past fall and is
still coaching the Panthers football
team.

“I'm so proud of Matt,” said
Palmer High School Principal Sue
North. “He very much deserves this
prestigious award. He has brought
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Pioneers cruising toward state tourny

Addison Doktor goes for a shot.  Ciara Green keeps her drib-

ble away from the opponent.

Megan Clark
goes for the

PALMER - free throw.

Last week, Path-
finder girls bas-
ketball tacked on
two more victories,
scoring wins over
St.  Mary’s and
Hampden Charter
School of Science.
The Pioneers de-
feated St. Mary’s
at home 49-37
last Tuesday, then
went on the road
to Chicopee and
beat Hampden
Charter  soundly
50-24. With the
wins,  Pathfinder
is now 6-1 on the
season and look to
continue the mo-
mentum on Jan. 16
when they play at
Westfield Technical
Academy at 6 p.m.

Taylor Allen
starts her
way down
the court.

Greenly Lagimoniere
attempts a three-
pointer.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

BASKETBALL

www.sports.turley.com

Panthers pick up first
win of the season

Maddy Rathbone goes for the hoop.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Jayda Pardo goes for the
jump shot.

PALMER - After a
tough start, Palmer High
School girls basketball
won its first game of the
regular season in a de-
fensive slugfest 32-27
against Hopkins Acade-
my. In the victory, Palm-
er held a lead throughout
the matchup, but Hop-
kins did keep it close.
Loretta Petrashewicz
had 10 points to lead the
Panthers while Harp-
er Brouilette had eight
points. The Panthers are
1-5 on the regular season
and next face Frontier
Regional on Monday,
Jan. 20 at 7 p.m.

Addyson Petrashewicz
sends a pass over to
Jayda Pardo

Harper
Brouilette
calls outa
play as she
crosses mid-
court.

Lily Pronovost reaches
out for the loose ball.
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Mustangs
split pair with
Ware

MONSON - Last Thursday night,
Monson High School boys basketball met
with Bi-County rival Ware for the second
time in six days. This time, Ware scored
the win 54-51. Monson, which handed
Ware its first loss of the season on Jan. 3,
fell to 3-4 on the season.

Monson would lead early in the
matchup, but Ware was able to come back
and led by one point at halftime 27-26.
Ware added a bit to its lead in the third,
and came away with the three-point win.

Trey Dillahunt had 24 points to lead
the team. Austin Meacham scored 14
points. Dillahunt’s big performance in-
cluded five treys for the Mustangs.

The Mustangs were scheduled to face
Renaissance on Tuesday evening looking
to get back to. 500. Monson will have
its second league matchup of the season
against neighbor and rival Palmer coming
up on Friday, Jan. 17 at 7 p.m.

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks League

PALMER - The Commercial Elks League
is more than halfway through their second
round of the 2024-2025 candlepin league sea-
son.

As of Jan. 7, The Daft Kings are reign-
ing in first place with 16.5 wins and 7.5 losses.
Last in Line is in second place with a record of
14-10. Team BK are in third place with 13.5
wins. Compression is in fourth place with a re-
cord of 11-13. The Mailmen are in fifth place
at 10-14 and the Gutter Mouths are at 7-17.

This past Tuesday night at Diamond
Junction Bowling Lanes, Last in Line bowled
against The Mailmen. In game one, Last in
Line defeated the Mailmen by a score of 330-
323. In game two, the Mailmen got a win of
their own by winning 342-323.

In game three, Last in Line won the last
game by a score of 355-328. The high game of
the match was tied between Dave Chambers of
Last in Line and Bryan Surprise of Mailmen
with a 99. Total pinfall was in favor of Last
in Line with a final score of 1008-988. Last

in Line wins three points to get closer to the
#1 seed.

The #1 seed Daft Kings bowled against
Compression. In game one, Compression de-
feated Daft Kings by a score of 376-370. In
game two, Compression was victorious again
by a score of 422-371. Jason Dominick of
Compression scored big in game two by bowl-
ing a 123.

In game three, Compression and Daft
Kings tied at 354. As a result, each team re-
ceives half a point. Compression won total
pinfall by a final score of 1152-1095 and re-
ceive 3.5 points.

The Gutter Mouths bowled against the
three seed Team BK. In game one, Gutter
Mouths dominated and won 376-344. In game
two, Team BK bounced back with a win of
their own, 360-356. Stephen Manolakis of
Gutter Mouths had the highest individual
score in game two with a 107.

In game three, Team BK won the last game
by a score of 374-330. Paul Nothe of Team BK
had a strong finish in the match with a single
game of 121. Team BK won three points, and
the final score was 1078-1052 in favor of BK.

The winning team of round two will be
determined in a few weeks.

o
T-Birds reach
[ ]
.500 with road
[ ]
WwIin

HARTFORD — The Springfield
Thunderbirds (15-15-2-1) rode spectacular
performances by Simon Robertsson and
Colten Ellis to a 3-1 win over the Hartford
Wolf Pack (16-16-2-1) on Sunday inside
the XL Center.

The opening period yielded a scarce
amount of chances for the two squads, as
Ellis and Dylan Garand were each a per-
fect 8-for-8 in save opportunities. Dali-
bor Dvorsky came the closest of the two
teams to breaking the scoreless tie when
he wristed a forehander off the post on the
stick side.

The Wolf Pack, which scored only
once in their last three games on home ice,
broke the ice at 3:37 of the second as Ry-
der Korczak cashed a 3-on-2 rush with his
third of the season to give the visitors a 1-0
advantage. That Hartford lead lasted less
than three minutes as Robertsson evened
the slate at 6:20 with a backhand rebound
after Garand denied an initial shot from
Corey Schueneman.

With the 1-1 score carrying into the
period's final minute, Springfield got a
tie-breaking goal from a rookie for the
second straight evening. Robertsson was
nearing the end of a shift but gutted it
out with an incredible individual effort to
split between two Wolf Pack defenseman
before drubbing a forehand shot through
Garand's legs at 19:08. The rookie's first
career multi-goal game in the AHL gave
the T-Birds the 2-1 lead heading into the
third.

Ellis was the star of the show in a final
period that saw the Wolf Pack relentless-
ly attack the Springfield goal. Time after
time, the young backstop had an answer,
racking up 19 third period saves, with a
little help from his post along the way on
a near-tying goal from Jaroslav Chmelar.

With Garand at the bench with just
under two minutes remaining, Hugh Mc-
Ging darted up the ice to cancel an icing
and pound a loose puck into an empty net
to end a 29-game goal-scoring drought.

With four points in their pockets out
of the weekend, the T-Birds look to build
on their momentum on Wednesday night
as they make their first visit to Bridgeport
to take on the Islanders at 7 p.m. at Total
Mortgage Arena.

Railers scored
win over Wheeling Nailers

WORCESTER — The Worcester Railers
HC (14-17-1-4 33pts) took down the Wheel-
ing Nailers (25-7-2-0, 52pts), on Sunday af-
ternoon by the final score of 2-1 in front of a
crowd of 1,875 at WesBanco Arena. The Rail-
ers are back on the ice next at the DCU Center
taking on the Adirondack Thunder on Friday,
January 17th at 7:05 p.m. EST.

It was the Railers who struck first tonight
as Justin Gill (1-1-2) scored 10:18 into the
first period giving Worcester the 1-0 lead. The
Railers extended their lead to 2-0 in the sec-
ond period with a goal from Anthony Callin
(1-0-1). Wheeling notched their first goal of
the night 40 seconds into the third period as
Logan Pietila (1-0-1) cut the Wheeling deficit
to one. The Railers held off Wheeling for the
remainder of the third period, leading to a 2-1
final score.

Worcester logged the first goal of the
night as Justin Gill (3rd) scored on a wrap-
around goal 10:18 into the first period giving
Worcester the 1-0 lead. Gill would be the only

goal scorer through the first 20 minutes. Shots
favored Wichita 13-9 in the first period.

Worcester extended their lead in the sec-
ond period when Anthony Callin (9th) tapped
Justin Gill’s pass into the back of the net ex-
tended the Worcester lead to 2-0. Wheeling
got the first power play opportunity of the
game following a slashing call on Worcester’s
Anthony Repaci, but the Railers penalty kill
successfully killed the penalty off and kept
the score at 2-0 heading into the third period.
Shots favored Worcester in the second 17-10.

It didn’t take long in the third period for
Wheeling to cut into the Worcester lead, as Lo-
gan Pietila (4th) scored just 40 seconds into the
third period. The Railers held Wheeling off the
scoreboard for the remainder of the third peri-
od, including a late barrage of shots in which
Michael Bullion made a flurry of saves to give
Worcester the 2-1 win in regulation. Shots fa-
vored Wheeling in the third 11-3 and 34-29 in
the game.

Bonsignore will participate in Xfinity Series races

Joe Gibbs Racing announced today that
four-time NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
Champion Justin Bonsignore will drive the
team’s No. 19 Toyota GR Supra in five NA-
SCAR Xfinity Series races in 2025.

Bonsignore made his Xfinity Series debut
for JGR last June at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway. Despite having no practice or qual-
ifying laps, the Holtsville, New York, native
found his way into the top five before contact
on a late-race restart relegated him to a 22nd-
place finish.

The 36-year-old driver is no stranger to
success on the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour. He has racked up 45 victories, 130 top-
five finishes, 169 top-10s, 33 pole awards, and
5,442 laps led in 226 career starts. In 2024,
Bonsignore posted five victories on the way
to his fourth career championship. He has not
finished lower than fourth in the final rankings
in the past nine seasons.

“When we had the opportunity to work
with the Joe Gibbs Racing team at New Hamp-
shire last year, it was a perfect pairing,” Bon-
signore said. “As soon as that weekend was
over, we started looking at options to run a
larger schedule in 2025 and it all came togeth-
er. When you work with a team like JGR, you

know you’re going to have a car in contention
to win every race you run. We’re looking for-
ward to having some fun and chasing trophies.”

Bonsignore is looking to add his name to
an impressive list of drivers who have won for
the JGR Xfinity Series program. In the team’s
history, JGR owns 214 wins, including 10 in
2024. Since the team’s inception, 23 differ-
ent drivers have taken JGR to victory lane in
the Xfinity Series, including 14 drivers who
claimed their first career victory in the series
driving for JGR. The organization has won
four Xfinity Series driver championships and
six owner’s championships.

“We’re excited to have Justin back in our
car in 2025,” said Steve de Souza, Executive
Vice President of Xfinity Series and Develop-
ment for JGR. “He has proven himself over
and over again in the modifieds and he did a
great job for us at New Hampshire with no
track time before the race started. We’re look-
ing forward to seeing what he can do with
more opportunities to adapt to the Xfinity
cars and working with the same team multiple
times this season.”

The No. 19 team’s full driver schedule
will be announced at a later date.
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basketball. This would’ve been a
very big home win for us.”

Padavano is a veteran var-
sity basketball coach. He began
his coaching career as the boys’
varsity coach at Millbury High
School before switching over to
the girls’ side. Before coming to
Granby High School, Padavano
was also the girls’ varsity coach
at Pope Francis, Leicester High
School, Ashland High School,
and at Sizer (Fitchburg).

“I saw an ad online that
Granby was looking for a girls’
varsity basketball coach, so I de-
cided to apply for the position,”
Padavano said. “At the start of my
coaching career, I never planned
on coaching a girls’ team, but
then the coaching position at
Pope Francis opened. I just love

Lady Mustangs to celebrate their
first victory of the 2024-25 regu-
lar season.

The other scorers in the road
victory for Monson, who don’t
have a j.v. team, were freshman
Cali Zielinski (4 points), fresh-
man Madigan Graves-Harrison
(3 points), and eighth grader Mila
Hudak (2 points).

Granby pretty much con-
trolled the first three quarters of
the game.

White scored 14 points
during the first eight minutes
of the contest which helped the
Lady Rams build a 19-11 lead.

Granby’s other five points
during the first quarter were a
jumper in the paint by Moreno
(6 points) and a 3-pointer from
Sicard, who scored all her points

bound.

Lylia Ellis tries to block a re-

before halftime.
With 1:25 remaining in the

L @turleysports
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Turleysports
Athlet: of the Week

Olivia Chrzan
Monson

acehook.com/turleysports

Chrzan helped lead the Mustangs to
their first win of the season with 30
points against Granby last week.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext.
258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.
com.
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coaching the girls.”

With 2:59 remaining in the
fourth quarter, Chrzan made a
pair of free throws which tied the
score at 38-38 for the third time
in the game. She then made a put-
back hoop with 2:10 left giving
her team the lead for the first time
since the score was 2-0 Monson.

Following a Chrzan putback
basket, an inside hoop by fresh-
man Grace Berry, which were her
only points, increased the Lady

Madigan Graves-Harrison heads
down the court.

Mustangs lead to 42-38 with 1:40
left on the scoreboard clock.
Then freshman Emma Ban-
non (3 points) made a foul shot
giving the visiting team a five

point lead with 30 seconds left.

“We did have a couple of
other players step up offensively
during the fourth quarter. We also
played well defensively, which
also helped us,” Darling said. “It
was a very exciting comeback
win for us.”

A White lay-up closed the
gap to three points with 23.5 left
in regulation, but Chrzan was
fouled in the final seconds. She
made a foul shot enabling the

first half, Moreno made a lay-up
giving the Lady Rams a 25-17
advantage.

Zielinski closed out the half
with a jumper cutting Monson’s
deficit to six points at the break.

The third quarter was evenly
played.

The home team entered the
final quarter of the game holding
a 34-27 lead which they let slip
away from them.
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new recognition to our student athletes
this school year such as Athlete of the
Week, and Team/Athlete Spotlight for
the Week. Matt has helped improve our
sports program by always advocating
for our athletes and improving their
programs.”

Even though Farr stepped down
from his AD position in 2019, he was
still a physical education teacher at the
high school for one more year before
retiring.

“When I was named to the AD po-
sition, Pete still taught for a year and
he was always open to me sitting down
and asking questions or bouncing ideas
off of him,” Marciniec said. “Pete is a
great mentor, and he built a strong ath-
letic department here at PHS.”

Marciniec wasn’t the only new AD
in Western Mass. in 2019.

Thomas Shamgochain became the
new Athletic Director at Ware High
School during that same school year.

Less than a year later, the two new
Athletic Directors had to deal with the
COVID 19 pandemic just like every
other AD did.

“Matt and I have worked very
closely with each other during the past
five years,” Shamgochain said. “We did
face a lot of challenges during our first
year as AD’s and it was extremely diffi-
cult. We always talked with each other
and found different ways to do things at
that time. I’'m very happy that Matt was
selected for this year’s Damko award.”

Zachary Dreher, who’s the AD at
Monson High School, and Tyler Sim-
mons, who’s the AD at Pathfinder Tech
also have built a very good working
relationship with Marciniec during the
past few years.

“I have known Matt for about
three years now since taking over the
Athletic Director position here at Mon-
son High School,” Dreher said. “Matt
has been a mentor to me in my AD po-
sition. We have worked collaboratively
to create and maintain multiple co-op
athletic teams so student-athletes in
Palmer and Monson have plenty of op-
portunities to play a variety of different
sports.”

“Having another AD right down
the street has been helpful, especially
since our students
and communities
are  intertwined,”
Simmons said.

Heather Korzec and Celso Sandoval.

Korzec coaches the field hockey
team in the fall and the softball team
in the spring.

“Matt works tirelessly as a cham-
pion for all sports here at Palmer High
School, not just the most popular or
successful programs,” Korzec said. “He
played an integral part in upgrading our
softball facility with the addition of an
outfield fence, and with new goals and
safety equipment for the field hockey
team. Matt’s passion for helping stu-
dents excel goes beyond the field; he
actively fosters an environment where
teamwork, sportsmanship, and devel-
opment are priorities. His unwavering
commitment and leadership make him
an invaluable asset to our school and
our entire athletic program.”

Sandoval coaches the girls’ soccer
team.

“I’ve had the pleasure of working
with Matt from the first day he was
named Palmer’s AD, first as a JV coach
and now as the varsity coach,” San-
doval said. “He has helped the soccer
program in its success from day one al-
ways communicating with myself on a
range of topics that come up every year,
from scheduling games for the coming
season, to in season game changes that
take place for several different rea-
son. He always has the best interest in
our student athletes when making deci-
sions. One thing I can say about Matt,
regardless of where you’re at on cam-
pus you will always see him checking
in during practices and at games sup-
porting the athletes and coaches.”

Junior Matt Santos has been the
starting quarterback for the Panthers
football team during the past couple of
years. He has certainly enjoyed being
coached by Marciniec.

“Coach Marciniec does a lot of
things for our athletic program and to
see him win the award is pretty spe-
cial,” Santos said. “I’ve known him
since I was in the eighth grade, and he
has helped me become a much better
quarterback.”

Marciniec will be receiving the
Damko Award at the annual Athletic
Directors conference, which will be
held in March.

“Matt is one of the
AD’s that I could

rely on when I had

questions about
anything during my

first year. He also

stepped into Dis-

trict 1’s MSSADA
rep role last year
and did a great job

with it. I'm happy

to see that Matt was
honored with this

award.”

Two of the lon-

gest tenure varsity
coaches at Palmer

High School are
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Hampden Charter School of Science: Empowering Students for a Brighter Future

Are you searching for a school
where academic excellence meets a
supportive community? Hampden
Charter School of Science (HCSS)
is a top-ranked, tuition-free public
charter school serving grades 6-12
in Western Massachusetts. Since its
founding in 2009, HCSS has been
dedicated to preparing students for
college, careers, and a lifetime of
success.

Why Choose HCSS?

HCSS stands out as a premier
choice for families because of its
unique combination of academic
rigor, personalized attention, and
community spirit. Our two cam-
puses—the Middle School in West
Springfield (Grades 6-8) and the
High School in Chicopee (Grades
9-12)—offer students a seamless

transition from middle school to
high school and beyond. Here’s
what makes HCSS truly exception-
al:

Academic Excellence: Our
rigorous curriculum is guided by
College Board AP standards and
Common Core. With honors cours-
es beginning in 7th grade, 14 AP of-
ferings in high school, and innova-
tive programs like Project Lead The

Way (PLTW), students are chal-
lenged to reach their full potential.
Comprehensive College and
Career Preparation: HCSS begins
college and career readiness as early
as 6th grade, including early SAT/
PSAT prep, dual enrollment oppor-
tunities, and experiential college
campus visits. With a 100% college
acceptance rate and over $51M in
scholarships awarded since 2013,

our graduates are set for success.
State-of-the-Art Technology:
Students benefit from one-to-one
Chromebook access, SMART In-
teractive Displays, and hands-on
science labs, preparing them for a
tech-driven world.
Award-Winning Extracurric-
ulars: From robotics and science
clubs to competitive athletics and
social activities, students thrive
outside the class-
room as well.

Join Us for an
Open House!

Explore what
HCSS has to of-
fer during our
upcoming Wel-
come Saturday
Open House
events! Meet our
dedicated staff,
tour our cam-
puses, and learn
how HCSS can
help your child

achieve their
dreams.  Inter-
ested  families

can also join a
Virtual Informa-
tion Session for
an in-depth look
at our programs
from the comfort
of home.

What Parents
and
Students Love
About HCSS

Parents and
students con-

sistently praise
HCSS for its

nurturing  envi-
ronment, where
every student

feels valued and

school’s commitment to diversi-
ty and inclusion fosters a vibrant
community that celebrates different
perspectives and cultures. Families
also appreciate the convenience of
free transportation and extensive
tutoring services, ensuring all stu-
dents have the tools they need to
succeed.

Student Success Stories

HCSS alumni have gone on to
attend prestigious universities, in-
cluding Ivy League institutions
like Harvard, Columbia, and Dart-
mouth. Our students’ achievements
are a testament to the school’s ded-
ication to academic and personal
growth. With a consistent college
matriculation rate of over 95%,
HCSS prepares students not just to
attend college but to excel once they
get there.

How to Apply

Applications for the 2025-2026
school year are now open! Rising
6th-10th graders should apply no
later than March 2, 2025, to secure
a spot in our admission lottery. Visit
www.hampdencharter.org to ap-
ply and take the first step toward a
brighter future.

At Hampden Charter School
of Science, we believe every stu-
dent deserves a world-class ed-
ucation. Join our community of
learners, achievers, and leaders to-
day—because your child’s future
begins here!

Agawam, Holyoke, Westfield,
West Springfield Chicopee, Lud-
low, Springfield

HCSS High School
20 Johnson Rd. Chicopee, MA
01022 | Tel. 413-593-9090, Fax.
413-294-2648

HCSS Middle School
511 Main Street West Spring-

supported. The field, MA 01089, Tel 413-278-5450

Dress for
interview success

In his masterpiece “Crime and Punishment,” author
Fyodor Dostoevsky wrote, “We sometimes encounter peo-
ple, even perfect strangers, who begin to interest us at first
sight, somehow suddenly, all at once, before a word has
been spoken.” The great Russian novelist is referring to
the fact that impressions can be made even before conver-
sations begin. This is an important notion to grasp and can
do a job seeker a world of good in every interaction during
the hiring process, including the interview.

Recruiters may have an understanding of you as an
applicant from your résumé and other correspondences,
but it is during the interview — whether it’s in person or
remote — that a hiring manager can really get a sense of
your energy and professionalism. While no one wants to
be judged on appearance alone, what you look like and
how you dress affect others’ first impression of you. Doing
all you can to tip the scales in your favor may lead to favor-
able job outcomes. The best outfit to wear on an interview
varies depending on the company and the job, according
to The Balance: Money. But there are some guidelines for
dressing to make the best impression.

* Follow the employer’s dress code. If you can gauge
dress code in advance,dress to mirror what others are
wearing and then take it up a slight notch. For example,
while you wouldn’t wear a suit if you’re interviewing as a
park ranger, you may eschew work boots and faded jeans
for a collared polo shirt and khaki pants. For a tech start-
up or creative company that favors casual wear, something
that is more business casual may be appropriate for the
interview.

* Err on the side of caution. If you do not know the
company dress code, it is always better to be overdressed
than underdressed. A sports jacket and a button-down shirt
for gentlemen and tailored pants and blouse for women
may fit the bill.

e Less is more. Distractions can derail an interview,
and wearing too many accessories can be distracting to the
interviewer and even candidates during the interview. Keep
jewelry to a minimum and mute all alerts on a smartwatch
and smartphone. If you have piercings, you may want to
remove them until you learn more about which types of
body art are acceptable at the company, which you should
be able to discern when visiting the office. Distractions
also can include heavy or drastic makeup and hair styles.
Tone things down until you have a firm understanding of
dress policies.

* Choose neutral colors. Wear neutral or classic colors
over more flashy options. You want to be judged on your
qualifications, and neon shirts or a busy print dress could
cause an interviewer to lose focus. During a remote inter-
view, choose a high-contrast interview outfit so that you
don’t blend in with your background.

» Wear clean, tidy clothes. No matter how formal or
informal the attire, it should be freshly laundered, free
from wrinkles or damage, and fit properly.

Interview attire can make or break first impressions,
so attention should be placed on what to wear.

8 seringfieldki2

springfieldpublicschools.com
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Come and see what great things are happening at St. Stanislaus School

This year the school’s theme is “Many Gifts, One a better place. Our school encourages our students to
Spirit”, which is our belief that every student has giftsto  focus on a different Corporal Work of Mercy to help our
share with others towards the goal of making our world  greater community. Some of the outreach programs we

\(

OPPORTUNITIES

- Real hands-on
experience

+ Includes on site and
off site internship

- State of the art

facilities renovated
in 2022 including a
robotic arm

WELDING

GatewayisiWelding/programlisfalChapteri74
vocational{education|programithatjpreparesfstudents
forfalcareerlinjMetaliEabricationfandiWelding!

US!
ApRRLY,

You will also be on track to:

Know]howjtolplan
lengagingfactivities}
and|lessons!
HavelCPRI&IEirstiAid

internship)

have participated in this year were: collection of canned
goods for Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen, for which our stu-
dents collected 3,800 canned goods; and recently we

EARLY EDUCATION
& CARE

At Gateway you can join our Early Education
and Care program (EEC) in 9th grade!

By/the/timelyouigraduate;iyoulwill
belready;certified;jand/preparedito
work¢withlyoung|learners!

OPPORTUNITIES

Visit:
www.grsd.org
for more information!

awesome

GATEWAY REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

GATEWAY INVITES YOU TO JOIN US

WWW.GRSD.ORG

Nestled in the foothills of the Berkshires, Gateway Regional School Dist

! GATEWAY

rict offers a caring and supportive

small school environment. With support from the Barr Foundation, Gateway is engaging in transformative work
to reinvent the school experience to make learning joyful for every student. Each GRSD school has a focus
that aligns with the district’s vision of emphasizing real-world learning, collaboration, and innovation.

/ Gateway Regional School’s \
(grades 6-12) pilot program will
equip student for success after

high school through:
Fun team-building activities
College tours
Career exploration with experts
Life-skills workshops
Community projects /

/ Littleville Elementary School\
incorporates engaging, hands-on
projects and events:

Hartford Wolf Pack School
Learning Day

Springfield Symphony Orchestra
string instrument workshop
Holiday Craft fair

Interactive “Author’s Experience”

\ with writer Daryl Cobb. /

J Chester Elementary School  \_
focuses on sustainability, creativity,
and environmental awareness:

e Teaching with Trout (raising brook
trout from eggs to adulthood)
School-wide composting initiative
Student Media Club
School-wide production of Willy
Wonka Jr.

\ Visit from the Whalemobile f

WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU!

collected toiletries, diapers, and other personal items
to support the wish lists of both The Gray House and
Christina’s House in Springfield. The Works of Mercy
which have been covered are — Feeding the Hungry and
Working for Peace.

Service projects are done throughout the year to
help teach students the value of giving back.

The school will be holding an Open House on Sun-
day, Feb. 2 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (no appointment need-
ed). If you would like to schedule a private tour for
another time, please call the school to schedule an ap-
pointment at (413) 592-5135.

St. Stanislaus School is a Roman Catholic, Francis-
can, co-educational Pre-K through 8th grade school.
Students are assisted in developing their potential spir-
itually, physically, and socially within a safe and di-
verse community. A foundation of academic excellence
is created to prepare students to become contributing
members of a global society. The school has a welcom-
ing Franciscan environment, modern air-conditioned
facility, strong core curriculum, enrichment classes,
certified faculty, full-day preschool (PreK3 & 4) and
Kindergarten, free breakfast and hot lunch, before &
after school program, and one to one use and integra-
tion of iPads & Chromebooks into curriculum. Finan-
cial Aid is available. Interested students are invited to
“spend a day with us”. To learn more please visit www.
saintstansschool.org.

We can’t wait to meet you!

Gateway Raises
the Bar(r) for

Students

The Gateway Regional School District is making sig-
nificant advancements in student engagement and staff de-
velopment, thanks to funding from the Barr Foundation
and enthusiastic commitment from students and staff.
These funds are being used to support a variety of ini-
tiatives that align with the district’s instructional vision,
emphasizing real-world learning, collaboration, and inno-
vation.

At Gateway Regional, a comprehensive plan has been
developed for grades 6-12 to help students prepare for life
beyond high school. This plan includes tailored learning
experiences for each grade level, such as team-building
activities for sixth graders, community exploration in sev-
enth grade, and visits to community colleges for eighth
graders. Ninth-grade students will engage in career ex-
ploration workshops led by industry experts, while tenth
graders will visit four-year colleges. Eleventh-grade stu-
dents will attend a local college fair and participate in life
skills workshops, and seniors will celebrate their achieve-
ments with a banquet and lead activities for younger stu-
dents. While some of these initiatives will be piloted this
year, others will launch in the next school year, ensuring
students are equipped with knowledge and skills for future
success. The high school offers two Chapter 74 programs
for students interested in welding and early childhood ed-
ucation. Graduates of these programs will complete a full
comprehensive internship and be equipped to enter the
workforce with the skills obtained.

Littleville Elementary is incorporating the Barr Foun-
dation funds into engaging, hands-on projects and school-
wide events. For example, students in grades three through
five recently attended the Hartford Wolf Pack School
Learning Day, where they applied physical science con-
cepts like force and motion to a live hockey game. Kinder-
garten students participated in a String Instrument Work-
shop led by members of the Springfield Orchestra, while
all grade levels are eagerly anticipating an interactive “Au-
thor’s Experience” with writer Daryl Cobb in March.

Plans are in the works to create a Schoolyard Habitat
for Monarch butterflies and other pollinators. Littleville
is also planning a mentoring program that will pair high
school students with elementary students for long-term
support. The school recently hosted a successful Holiday
Craft Fair, showcasing student-made goods and fostering
creativity.

At Chester Elementary, the focus is on sustainability,
creativity, and environmental awareness. For the third year
in a row, students are engaged with hydroponic agricul-
ture, growing healthy food for their own school lunches
and community. Students are participating in the Teach-
ing with Trout program, where they raise brook trout from
eggs to adulthood while learning about ecology and con-
servation. A composting initiative led by fifth graders is
teaching students how to sort waste and reduce their envi-
ronmental impact. The Student Media Club provides third
graders with opportunities to develop and produce their
own videos, promoting teamwork and innovation. Ches-
ter is also preparing for a school-wide production of Willy
Wonka Jr., with fifth graders in lead roles and younger stu-
dents in supporting roles. Additionally, an in-school field
trip featured the Whalemobile, a life-sized inflatable whale
that taught students about marine biology and conserva-
tion.

District-wide, the Barr Foundation funds are also be-
ing used to enhance staff development and collaboration.
Teachers are participating in study tours to locations such
as Kentucky, Maine, Providence, Boston, and New York
City to explore innovative educational practices. An inter-
nal instructional vision board encourages staff members
to share ideas for projects that utilize the funds to further
educational transformation.

Through these initiatives, the Gateway Regional
School District is fostering creativity, collaboration, and
real-world learning for students while empowering edu-
cators with new ideas and strategies. These efforts are
preparing students for success both in school and beyond
while creating a culture of innovation and engagement
throughout the district.
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Come and see
what’s new at St.
Joan of Arc School

Physical Education Teacher Larry Moore and SJA
students are enjoying a new basketball hoop funded
by generous donations from our Annual Campaign.

A schoolyard basketball hoop is so important in
creating not only a healthy environment, but helps
with critical thinking, resilience, perseverance &
teamwork.

The Dollar General Literacy Foundation recent-
ly awarded St. Joan of Arc School a $500 grant to
support its youth literacy program. A Book Club was
formed for third and fourth grade students to encour-
age reading and literacy at a young age. This Book
Club helps our students gain a deeper understanding
of their reading, of other people through conversa-
tions, and provides an opportunity to safely fail and
celebrate success. The club meets monthly to discuss
the book, work on a fun activity, and share their find-
ings.

The school will be holding an Open House on
Saturday, Jan. 25 from 9 a.m. to noon (no appoint-
ment needed). Appointment only tours for families
will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 28 and Thursday, Jan.
30 from 3 to 7 p.m. Please call Chris or Janine in
the Business Office at 413- 276-4608 for registration
information or to make an appointment.

St. Joan of Arc School is a welcoming, safe &
secure school community providing social, physi-
cal, spiritual & intellectual wellness for students in
Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. SJA has innovative offerings that
include affordable tuition and extended care, free
breakfast and lunch, extracurricular programs, tech-
nology, music, library, and Duolingo language class-
es. Easy access to 1391 & 190. Financial Aid and tui-
tion assistance is available. To learn more visit www.
sjachicopee.org.

We look forward to meeting you!

HCC gearing
up for spring
semester

Registration is open for spring 2025 semester
classes at Holyoke Community College.

The HCC spring 2025 semester begins Tuesday,
Jan. 21, for full 15-week spring semester class-
es begin. HCC will also be running three acceler-
ated spring flex start sessions: Flex Start I classes
begin Jan. 21 and run for seven weeks. Flex Start IT
classes begin Monday, Feb. 3, and run for 12 weeks;
Flex Start III classes begin Monday, March 24, and
run for seven weeks.

Thanks to the state-funded MassEducate pro-
gram, a community college education is now free
for all Massachusetts residents who have yet to earn
a bachelor’s degree.

“MassEducate provides an exciting opportunity
for eligible students to attend college without the
concern or weight of how to pay for it,” said Mark
Hudgik, HCC dean of strategic recruitment initia-
tives, admissions, and financial aid. “There has nev-
er been a better time to enroll.

Eligible students who want to earn a certificate
or degree need only to complete the standard HCC
application, complete the FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid) for the 2024-2025 school
year, and register for at least six credits (typically
two classes).

“Our admissions counselors, academic advis-
ers, and financial aid staff are available to make
sure prospective students get all the assistance they
need,” said Hudgik.

Class schedules and information about MassE-
ducate can be found on the HCC website: hcc.edu.

Enroll today hcc.edu/admissions.

5@0 HR@M{

Wil fy
'
'//////
1
"

Keep an Eye on What’s
Happening
Locally

Support local news

Call or go online to subscribe.

LOCAL NEWS. LOCAL STORIES. LOCAL ADVERTISERS

Turley Publications

413-283-8393
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A new year is upon us and as we de-
clare resolutions, a new job might be in
order. The first 5 years of a child’s life are
so important and since 1965, HCS Head
Start has helped thousands of children
and families prepare for school and life.
We know that it takes a big heart to help
shape growing minds and if you want
to work with infants, toddlers, and pre-
schoolers in your community, Head Start
might be the place for you.

The Head Start approach offers both

S
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families and their children, birth to five,
an extraordinary school readiness experi-
ence. Educators who decide to teach in
a comprehensive early learning setting
have the opportunity to work collabo-
ratively with other specialty areas like
health, nutrition, mental health, and fam-
ily and community engagement, that are
designed to prepare vulnerable children
for future educational success.

Data shows that when children are
enrolled in a high-quality Head Start

St. Joan of Arc School ~ Pre-K to Grade 8
587 Grattan Street, Chicopee ~ 533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, Jan 25th 9am-12 noon ~ No Appointment Needed
Jan 28th & Jan 30th 3pm-7pm ~ By Appointment Only

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care
Free Breakfast & Lunch
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology
Phys. E ~ Music ~ Library ~ Duolingo
Welcoming, Safe & Secure School Community
Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness
Easy Access to 1391 & 190 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

HOLYOKE

COLLEGE

@CAREER*JE
~AUCOTION

A New Year a New Career

program they are better prepared for kin-
dergarten and beyond. Staff and parents
work together, learning from one anoth-
er, to create the best early educational ex-
perience both at home and at preschool.
This is possible because when parents are
involved and engaged in their child’s ed-
ucation, children have better outcomes.
In addition to teaching, Head Start
also has various career opportunities in
the areas of health, nutrition, human ser-
vices, administration, mental health, and

BUILD

a WINDOW of
OPPORTUNITY
with HCS

HEAD
START!

HCS Head Start
is Hiring
Help give a child a Head Start
in school and in life

Check out job postings at
https://hcsheadstart.org/employment/

30 Madison Ave. Springfield, MA 01105 (413)788-6522 www.hcsheadstart.org

special education. Professional develop-
ment opportunities and career ladders are
built within the Head Start model to pro-
mote growth and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield Head
Start, Inc. offers programs in several cit-
ies and towns in Western Massachusetts
working with over 1,000 children each
year. If you are interested in a reward-
ing Head Start career please visit www.
hcsheadstart.org/employment/  or call
413-788-6522.

Small town feel.
Big time opportunity.

(And it’s free.

No matter your age or income,
community college is now free to
eligible Massachusetts residents
without a bachelor’s degree.

REGISTER FOR SPRING!

hcc.edu/freeCC
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Public notices

More public notices
on page 16

LEGAL NOTICE
MONSON
CONSERVATION
COMMISSIONx

Under the require-
ments of M.G.L. Chapter
131 §40, the Monson
Conservation Commission
will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, January
29, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the
Large Meeting Room, Town
Office Building, 110 Main
St. Under consideration is
a Notice of Intent for rede-
velopment within Riverfront
Area for building expansion
and stormwater improve-
ments for the property
located at 200 Main Street,
identified as Assessor’s
Map 115, Parcel 047. The
Applicant is the Monson
Select Board.

Monson Conservation
Commission
01/16/2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale
contained in a certain mort-
gage given by John M.
Arooth a/k/a John M. Arooth,
Sr. to Monson Savings Bank,
said mortgage being dated

April 25, 2019, and record-
ed in the Hampden County
Registry of Deeds in Book
22658, Page 118, of which
mortgage the undersigned
is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of
said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing, the
same will be sold at Public
Auction at 11:00 A.M. on
Friday, February 14, 2025,
upon the premises described
in said mortgage, name-
ly 95 Upper Palmer Road,
Monson, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, all and singu-
lar the premises described in
said mortgage, to wit:

A certain tract of land
lying on the Easterly side of
the highway leading from
Monson to Palmer known
as Margaret Street, in the
Town of Monson, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, and
bounded and described as
follows:

Beginning at a pipe set
in the intersection of stone
walls at the Northwest cor-
ner of land now or former-
ly of John S. Arooth et ux.
and tract to be conveyed and
at the Southwest corner of
land now or formerly of one
Rindge; thence running

Along Margaret Street,
and a stone retaining wall

South 18° 35° 20” West
150.03 feet to a drill hole in a
rock; thence running

Along land of said John
S. Arooth et ux., South 74°
26’ 40” East 152.65 feet to a
pipe; thence running

Along land of said John
S. Arooth et ux., passing
through the center of a large
rock, North 18° 35° 20~
East 150.03 feet to an iron
pipe set in the stone wall at
land now or formerly of said
Rindge; thence running

Along land now or for-
merly of said Rindge and a
stone wall, North 74° 26* 40”
West 152.65 feet to the point
of beginning.

Containing about 22,800
square feet.

Being the same property
conveyed to John M. Arooth
and Deborah Lynne Arooth,
Husband and Wife, as ten-
ants by the entirety, and not
as tenants in common by
Deed from John M. Arooth,
Married recorded 01/07/1976
in Deed Book 4220 Page
358, in the Registry of Deeds
Plan for Hampden County,
MA.

Said premises will be sold
subject to and/or with the
benefit of any and all rights,
rights of way, restrictions,
easements, improvements,

The MacDuffie School more than
just a school, a community

At The MacDuffie School, we believe
education is more than academics—it’s
the foundation for a lifetime of achieve-
ment. Our vibrant community fosters
creativity, leadership, and excellence
while instilling respect and integrity in

everything we do.

At MacDuffie, you’re not just a stu-
dent—you’re part of a community that
celebrates your individuality and sup-
ports your growth. Our small class siz-
es and dedicated teachers ensure you’re
seen, heard, and challenged to reach

for life.

your full potential. Here, students don’t
just prepare for college—they prepare

Choosing the right school is a big
decision. That’s why we invite you to
learn more about MacDuffie and how

it can shape your future. Visit our web-

site, schedule a tour, or attend our April
5th open house to see for yourself what
makes us different.

Your journey starts here. Define your
future at MacDuffie—apply today! ad-
missions @macduffie.org

Join us at PVPA for an open house to
see what we can offer your child

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Char-
ter Public School (PVPA) has a 25+ year
history of providing an excellent, arts-fo-
cused, college-prep education to students

in Grades 7-12.

PVPA students thrive in an creative,
challenging learning environment that
offers them a broad exposure to the per-
forming arts. Our students consistently
show that incorporating the arts into ed-
ucation creates, not just better artists, but
better students who are equipped to be
active participants in their future.

With an extensive Course Catalog
of over 65 Arts Classes across Music,
Dance, Theatre, Visual Arts and Techni-
cal Theater, students have access to both
introductory courses and audition level
courses, with multiple performance op-
portunities, offered alongside their core

academics.

Join PVPA for an Open House and

see why we are consistently voted one of
the Best Charter Schools in the Valley!

Now accepting applications for the

2025/2026 school year for Grades 7-12
at pvpa.org/admissions.

covenants, outstanding tax
title, municipal or other pub-
lic taxes, assessments, liens
or claims in the nature of
liens, rights of parties in pos-
session, and existing encum-
brances of record created
prior to the mortgage, if any
there be, whether or not ref-
erence to such restrictions,
easements, improvements,
liens or encumbrances is
made in the Deed.

No representations,
express or implied, are made
with respect to any mat-
ter concerning the premises
which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bid-
der will be responsible for
paying the Massachusetts
State Documentary Tax
Stamps, all closing costs and
all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE:
The highest bidder in the
sale shall be required to
deposit cash, bank treasur-
er’s check or certified check
in the amount of TEN
THOUSAND DOLLARS
($10,000.00) at the time and
the place of the sale of the
premises to qualify as a bid-
der (the present holder of
the mortgage is exempt from
this requirement) to be held
by the Mortgagee. The suc-
cessful bidder will also be

required to deposit an addi-
tional sum equal to ten per-
cent (10%) of the amount bid
less the $10,000.00 deposit
(but no less than $10,000)
with the Mortgagee’s auc-
tioneer, Aaron Posnik & Co.,
Inc., 31 Capital Drive, West
Springfield, Massachusetts
01089 or the Mortgagees
attorney as may be direct-
ed within five (5) days of
the date of the sale to be
held by the Mortgagee, and
the balance of the purchase
price shall be paid in cash,
certified or bank treasurer’s
check at the closing which
shall occur within thirty (30)
days after the date of fore-
closure sale, time being of
the essence, unless the
Mortgagee agrees otherwise.
The successful bidder at the
sale shall be required to sign
a Memorandum of Terms of
Sale containing the above
terms at the auction sale.

In the event that the suc-
cessful bidder at the public
auction shall default in pur-
chasing the within described
property according to the
terms of this Notice of
Mortgagee’s Sale and/or the
terms of the Memorandum
of Sale executed at the pub-
lic auction, the Mortgagee
reserves the right, at its elec-

tion, to sell the property to
the second highest bidder
at the public auction pro-
vided that Mortgagee, in its
discretion, may require (1)
said second highest bidder
to deposit the amount of the
required deposit as set forth
herein within three (3) busi-
ness days after written notice
to the second highest bidder
of the default of the previous
highest bidder, (2) the second
highest bidder to execute a
Memorandum of Sale, and
(3) the closing to occur with-
in twenty (20) days of said
written notice, time being
of the essence unless the
Mortgagee agrees otherwise.
The Mortgagee reserves
the right to sell any parcel
or any portion thereof sep-
arately, or in any order that
Mortgagee may choose and/
or to postpone this sale to a
later time or date by public
proclamation at the time and
date appointed for the sale
and to further postpone any
adjourned sale date by pub-
lic proclamation at the time
and date appointed for the
adjourned sale date.

Other terms, if any, to be
announced at the time and
place of the sale.

The description for the
premises contained in said
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Explore Your Passions.

Be a Leader.
Choose MacDufhe.

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, April 5,2025 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

The MacDuffie School is a special place, and it all

begins with our mission:

To foster in all students the intellectual habits of
mind, high ethical standards, and respect for diversity
required for becoming effective individuals in their
personal and work lives, and moral and responsible
participants in the world beyond.

There’s no better way to get a feel for The MacDuffie School
than spending time with us!

Please register for our Open House at www.macduffie.org
or contact the Admissions Office at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot.

Come Be A Part Of Our Community!
www.MacDuffie.org

66 School Street
Granby, Massachusetts

For Students
in Grades 6 through 12

Free, Arts-focused, College-prep

Grades 7-12
Application Deadline Feb 23, 2025

Visit us to learn more!
To register for Open House,

and TO APPLY:

www.pvpa.org/admissions or

OR Code below

OPEN HOUSE

Weds, Jan15 4-6pm
Sat, Jan25 & Feh 1

10am-12pm

Tues, Feb 18 10am-12pm

65+ courses in Theater, Dance,
Instrumental and Vocal Music,
Visual Arts, Technical Theater and Film

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley, MA www.pvpa.org/admissions 413.552.1580

mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error
in this publication.

MONSON SAVINGS
BANK,
Present Holder of said
Mortgage
By:
David A. Lavenburg, Its
Attorney BACON WILSON,
PC.
33 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
413-781-0560

01/16, 01/23, 01/30/2025

Town of Palmer,
Massachusetts
ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS

Sealed bids for con-
struction of the Maple
Street and Maple Terrace
Improvement Project for
the Town of Palmer will be
received at the Community
Development Department
office, Palmer Town Hall,
4417 Main Street, Palmer,
Massachusetts, 01069. until
1:00 p.m., prevailing time,
on February 13, 2025 at
which time said bids will
be publicly opened and read
aloud.

The Base Bid scope of
work includes installation of
1,260 linear feet of 8-inch
ductile iron water main,
1,520 linear feet of 12-inch
HDPE drain pipe, 17 drain-
age structures, 340 linear
feet of 8-inch PVC sanitary
sewer, 7,750 square feet of
concrete sidewalk, 2,300
linear feet of curbing, 3,820
square yards of road recon-
struction, two duplex low
pressure pumping stations,
and other associated work.

The estimated proj-
ect cost for the Base Bid is
$1,600,000.

This project is sub-
ject to Build America, Buy
America (BABA) require-
ments. A memorandum doc-
umenting BABA compliance
shall be provided within
30-days of the Notice to
Proceed.

Bid Security in the form
of a bid bond, cash, certi-
fied check, treasurer’s or
cashier’s check payable
to the Owner, is required
in the amount of five per-
cent of the bid, in accor-
dance with Section 00 21
13, INSTRUCTIONS TO
BIDDERS.

The Instructions to
Bidders, Form of General
Bid, Agreement, Plans,
Specifications, Performance
and Payment Bond, and
other Contract Documents
may be examined at the fol-
lowing locations during nor-
mal business hours:

Weston & Sampson
Engineers, Inc., 712 Brook
Street Suite 103, Rocky Hill,
Ct 06067

Beginning January 15,
2025, Contract Documents
may be viewed electroni-
cally at www.biddocs.com
and hard copies requested
at Nashoba Blue, Inc., 433
Main Street, Hudson, MA
01749 (978-568-1167).
There is a refundable depos-
it of $50.00 per set payable
to BidDocs Online, Inc.
Deposits may be electron-
ically paid or must be a
certified or cashier’s check.
Bidders requesting Contract
Documents to be mailed to
them shall include a separate
check for $40.00 per set for
UPS Ground (or $65.00 per
set for UPS overnight), pay-
able to the BidDocs Online,
Inc., to cover mailing costs.

The award will be to the
lowest, responsible, and
eligible bidder. The select-
ed contractor shall furnish
a performance bond and a
payment bond in an amount
at least equal to one hun-
dred percent (100%) of
the contract price as stipu-
lated in Section 00 52 00,
AGREEMENT, of these
specifications.

Prevailing Wage Rates as
determined by the Director
of the Executive Office
of Labor and Workforce
Development under the pro-
visions of the Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter
149, Section 26 to 27H, as
amended, or by the Davis
Bacon Wage Rates, which-
ever hourly rate pays more,
apply to this project. It
is the responsibility of the
Bidder, before bid opening,
to request if necessary, any
additional information on
Minimum Wage Rates for
those trades people who may
be employed for the pro-

posed work under this con-
tract.

Bidders on this proj-
ect will be required to
comply with all provi-
sions of Executive Order
No. 11246 (requirements
for Affirmative Action
and Equal Employment
Opportunity), Massachusetts
Wage Rates, Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964,
the Anti-Kickback Act,
the Contract Work Hours
Standards Act, Section 3,
regulations promulgat-
ed under the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of
1970, and other applicable
laws.

By submission of a bid,
the Bidder agrees that this
bid shall be good and may
not be withdrawn for a peri-
od of 60 days, Saturdays,
Sundays and legal holidays
excluded after the opening
of bids.

This project is subject
to Title VI of Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Section 3
of the Housing and Urban
Development Act of 1968,
and Equal Employment
Opportunity.

The Owner reserves the
right to waive any informal-
ities in bids and to reject any
or all bids, in whole or in
part, if it is in the best inter-
ests of the Town.

TOWN OF PALMER,
MASSACHUSETTS
01/16/2025

PALMER
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
In accordance with

the provisions of Chapter
40A, Section 11 M.G.L.,
the Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on
Monday, January 27, 2025,
at 7:00 PM in the Town
Administration Building,
4417 Main Street, Palmer,
MA.

The applicant, Camp
Ramah in New England., is
seeking a Site Plan Approval
as allowed under section
171.29 to construct a health
center building for medical
treatment of camp attendants
on the property located at
39 Bennett Street, Palmer.
This parcel is also known as
Assessor’s Map 36, Lot 70.

A copy of the applica-
tion may be inspected at the
Planning Department office
in the Town Administration
Building from 8:30 AM to
4:30 PM Monday through
Thursday.

Anyone interested in
more information or wishing
to be heard on the applica-
tion can contact the Planning
Department at 413-283-2605
or appear at the time and
place designated above.

This notice shall also be
posted on the Massachusetts
Newspaper Publishers
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site (http://masspublicnotic-
€s.01g).

Michael Marciniec,
Chairman
01/09, 01/16/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25C0007CA
In the matter of:

Kai Avery Louis Pierce
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been filed
by Kai Avery Louis Pierce of
Bondsville, MA requesting
that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to:

Kai Avery Louis Lobdell
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear
for purposes of objecting
to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Hampden
Probate and Family Court
before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 02/07/2025.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance if you object to
this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: January 09, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
01/16/2025

CHECK OUT ALL THE
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BEAUTY SALON EQUIPMENT.
One regular and one electric styling
chair, one Jeffco freestanding hair dry-
er, excellent condition $500 for all. Call
413-534-4992.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2¥xxxxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average
12x16 room. Very neat, references,
prompt service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman's
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING
Grinding stumps of all sizes, insured
& certified. Senior discounts. Call Dave
413-478-4212,

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

A [ D B
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TOWN OF BLANDFORD
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
The Town of Blandford is seeking a
qualified individual for the position of
Highway Superintendent. Salary range
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. Please
visit our website TownOfBlandford.
com or email Administrator@
TownofBlandford.com for more

information.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
BUILDING & CONVERVATION
P/T EMERGENCY DISPATCHER

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to
fill multiple vacancies.
Application deadline 1/27/25.
For application and
more information please visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
EOE

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

POLICE OFFICER

For application and more information
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. Review of applications begins
immediately. Open until filled. EOE

WILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCH
is hiring a sexton three evenings, 7-10
hours per week, $16 per hour. Addi-
tional compensation for hours need-
ed for weddings and funerals. Please
send resume to admin@wilbraha-
munitedchurch.org
More information found at
www.wilbrahamunited
church.org/about-us-2/

ol |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393

IFoRIRENT
)

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch,
off-street parking, coin-op laundry,
$1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets.
Call Tom 413-896-1555

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)
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413.283.8393
www.turley.com
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Find archives of this local newspaper at
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Circulation:

Hilltowns
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All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
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MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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Job Connection

FULL TIME POLICE OFFICER

The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the position
of full time Police Officer. Applicants are preferred to be academy trained
and must be willing to work weekends, nights and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency
calls for Police, Fire and Ambulance services. It is preferred that applicants
currently possess valid certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must
have strong interpersonal, verbal, and written communication skills.
Preferences include an associate degree or higher in criminal justice,
serve in the US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a
candidate with prior experience may also be considered to start
at a higher step rate of pay.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned no later than
Thursday, January 30th, 2025, to the attention of Lt. Kyle Whitcomb,
WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or Whitcomb@warren-ma.gov.

The Town of Warren is an EOE.

Job Connection

If you have job postings to fill, get them
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will J ,
run in your COMMunity NeWSpapers. e
| HELP WANTED |, nuees
4.7511 x 4ll lhskmmgmm
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper
4.75" x 8" )
$300 for three papers | Norices |

$80 for each additional paper

o oF
P ey

9.681" x 8"

$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper : gt
9.681" x 15.75" Choice of any three papers
$1,200 for three papers Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal
The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

y The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder » Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Publications, Inc. www.turley.com

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

$320 for each additional paper

TAX GUIDE PROMOTION

YouradwilLbe'placed infoursuccesstu
classified’sections,seen infoul weekivnewspapers

Advertise your fax preparation or accounting business
for new or repeat customers from
Nednesday ﬁpumg 20 tc
Friday, April,117'2025

Help your customers take the worry out of tax time.
Run a 3 column inch ad in 12 of our weekly
community newspapers for only $125* per week.
*minimum 4 week run

Agawam Advertiser News © Barre Gazette ® Chicopee Register
Country Journal e The Journal Register  Quaboag Current © The Register
Sentinel © The Holyoke Sun ¢ Town Reminder
Ware River News e The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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Historical Society presents

program about

STURBRIDGE - On Thursday,
Jan. 23, at 7 p.m. at the Publick House,
the Sturbridge Historical Society is
presenting a program by Sturbridge
photographer Bob Arnold called “Road
Trip 1927 - 18,000 miles in a Model T
Ford.”

Almost a century ago, in 1927,
Carey and Maud Melville, Arnold’s
grandparents, made an epic, eight-
month-long, 18,000-mile road trip
with their three children.

Packing everyone into a Ford
Model T Touring Car named Hubbub
with attached trailer, the Melvilles left
their Worcester home in January, with
the objective of traveling the entire
periphery of the United States and, as
Mrs. Melville noted in one of her many
journals, “...finding out-of-the-way
places and experiencing the natural
wonders the country had to offer.”

The issues these travelers encoun-
tered stand in sharp contrast to what
we find when we set out on a road trip
today. Many roads were unpaved and
unnamed, often little more than trails
that were muddy in the rain and dusty
the rest of the time.

The business of providing trav-
el and roadside amenities from gas to
food was in its infancy, often with op-

1927 road trip

tions few and far between.

Carey Melville had taken a sabbat-
ical from his teaching position at Clark
University, which provided the time for
the road trip. He was an accomplished
amateur photographer and more than a
hundred of his photographs from the
trip will be featured in the program, il-
lustrating both the joys and the trials of
cross country travel in 1927.

Arnold is a freelance photogra-
pher, amateur historian and avid col-
lector of all things Sturbridge. In addi-
tion to serving clients throughout New
England, Bob has been documenting
life in the community since he and his
family moved here in 1970.

His work over the past 50 plus
years has yielded a unique perspective
on the commercial, cultural, and envi-
ronmental changes in the community
and his ongoing program of digital
preservation of documents and photo-
graphic images assures that future gen-
erations will have access to the visual
record of our past.

Arnold lives in town with his wife,
Susan, their dog, Jesse and thousands
of images.

The program begins at 7 p.m. and
is generously hosted by the Publick
House.

Public notices

Kerrie Baldwin Zuzla

#1 TEAM IN WESTERN MASS
FOR COLDWELL BANKER

CONTACT THE TEAM!

Kerrie Baldwin Zuzula—41

Shannon Baldwin

SELLING OR BUYING?
Let our expertise guide you!

Pat Wheway—413-478-1166
Dave Mulak—413-364-6400

3-847-0831

Shannon Baldwin—413-426-3357
Licensed in MA, CT and FL

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 65 Laurel
Road, Palmer, MA 01069

By virtue and in exe-
cution of the Power of
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by
Scott K Logsdon and Lynn
A Logsdon to Mortgage
Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee,
as nominee for Countrywide
Home Loans, Inc., and now
held by U.S. Bank Trust
National Association, not in
its individual capacity but
solely as owner trustee for
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust,
said mortgage dated April
12, 2005 and filed in the
Hampden County Registry
District of the Land Court as
Document No.: 162133 and
noted on Certificate of Title
No.: 24904, as affected by
a Loan Modification dated
February 18, 2015 and filed
as Document No.: 203346
and noted on Certificate
of Title No.: 24904; said
mortgage was assigned
from Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.
to Bank of America, N.A.
successor by merger to BAC
Home Loans Servicing LP
f/k/a Countrywide Home
Loans Servicing LP by
assignment dated August
3, 2011 and filed with
Hampden County Registry
District of the Land Court
as Document No.: 188896
and noted on Certificate of
Title No.: 24904; said mort-
gage was assigned from
Bank of America, N.A.
to Green Tree Servicing
LLC by assignment dated
June 6, 2013 and filed with
Hampden County Registry
District of the Land Court as
Document No.: 198599 and
noted on Certificate of Title
No.: 24904; said mortgage
was assigned from Ditech
Financial LLC f/k/a Green
Tree Servicing LLC to DLJ
Mortgage Capital, Inc. by
assignment dated February
8, 2019 and filed with
Hampden County Registry
District of the Land Court
as Document No.: 217304
and noted on Certificate of
Title No.: 24904; said mort-
gage was assigned from
DLJ Mortgage Capital, Inc.
to U.S. Bank Trust National
Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely
as owner trustee for RCF 2
Acquisition Trust by assign-
ment dated August 20, 2024
and filed with Hampden
County Registry District of
the Land Court as Document
No.: 237525 and noted
on Certificate of Title No.:
24904; for breach of the con-
ditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at
Public Auction on February
13, 2025 at 01:00 PM Local
Time upon the premises, all
and singular the premises
described in said mortgage,
to wit:

A certain parcel or land
situate in Palmer, in the
County Hampden and said
Commonwealth, bounded
and described as follows:

Northerly by Laurel Road
one hundred forty-one and
52/100 (141.52) feet;

Easterly by land now
or formerly of Estates
Development Corporation

It’s Our Anniversary!

Celebrating 60 Years of Success,

One Client At A Time!

D

Park, Wilbraham

 Helping clients live
their best financial
since 1965

and Professional

« Contactus for a

Located in Post Office

no-fee consultation

life

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

« Accomplished, Friendly
85 Post Office Park - Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Phone 413-596-6992

trombleyassociates.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

two hundred one and 48/100
(201.48) feet;

Southeasterly by
other land now or Estates
Development Corporation
sixty-nine and 58/100 (69.58)
feet; and

Westerly again by land
now or formerly of Estates
Development Corporation
two hundred (200) feet.

Said land is shown as lot
39 on plan hereinafter men-
tioned.

All of said boundaries
are determined by the court
to be located as shown upon
subdivision plan numbered
30086-D, the same being
compiled from a plan drawn
by Durkee, White, Towne
and Chapdelaine, Surveyors,
dated May 15, 1964, and
additional data on file in the
Land Registration Office, all
as modified and approved
by the Court, a copy of a
portion of which is filed
with Certificate of Title No.
11942.

Together with the right to
use the ways as laid out on
the aforementioned plan in
common with others lawfully
entitled thereto for all pur-
poses for which public streets
are commonly used.

Also another parcel of
land situated in said Palmer
bounded and described as
Sollows:

Northerly by the curved
line forming the junction of
Laurel Road and Juniper
Drive fifteen and 00/100
(15.) feet;

Easterly by Lot 95 as
shown on plan hereinaf-
ter mentioned one hundred
seventy-five and 70/100
(175.70) feet;

Southerly by land now
or formerly of Tempo
Development Corp-, fifteen
and 107100 (15.10) feet; and

Westerly by Lot 39 as
shown on Plan No, 30086-D,
Sheet 2, filed with Ctf. No.
11942, one hundred seven-
ty-eight and 08/100 (178.08)
feet.

Said land ls shown as Lot
94 on plan hereinafter men-
tioned.

All of said boundaries are
determined by the court to be
located as shown upon sub-
division plan No, 30086-G,
drawn by Albert E. Nichols
& Assoc., Inc. Surveyors,
dated April 1969, and addi-
tional data on file in the
Land Registration office, all
as modified and approved
by the Court, a copy of a
portion of which is filed
with Certificate of Title No.
14656.

See Certificate of Title
No. 17016, Document No.
51437 for title reference.

Also, that certain parcel
of land situate in Palmer, in
the County of Hampden and
said Commonwealth, bound-
ed and described as follows:

Northwesterly by Laurel
Road, twenty (20) feet;

Northeasterly by Lot 39,
Plan No. 30086-D sheet 2
Cert. No. 11942, two hun-
dred (200) feet;

Northwesterly by said Lot
39, sixty-nine and 58/100
(69.58);

Northeasterly by Lot 121,
as shown on said hereinafter
plan, two hundred thirty-five
and 86/100 (235.86) feet;

Southerly by Lot 124, as
shown on said hereinafter
mentioned plan, eighty (80)
feet; and

Southwesterly by Lot 123,
as shown on said hereinafter
mentioned plan, one hundred

eighty-four and

81/100 (184.81) feet and
continuing along Lot 40
shown on plan No. 30086-D
sheet 2 Cert. No. 11942, two
hundred (200) feet.

Said land is shown as Lot
122 on said hereinafter men-
tioned plan.

All of said boundaries
are determined by the court
to be located as shown upon
subdivision plan numbered
30086-N drawn by Kenneth
C. Sherman, Surveyor,
dated February 14, 1983, as
modified and approved by
the court, filed in the Land
Registration office, a copy
of a portion of which is filed
with certificate or Title No.
21144.

So much of said Lots 4
and 2 as is included within
the area marked ‘Worcester
County Electric Company’
Easement’ fifty (50) feet
wide, approximately shown
on said plan, is subject to
easements as set forth in
two grants made by Timothy
F. Sweetman et ux to the
Worcester County Electric
Company, one dated July
25, 1952, duly recorded in
Book 2191, Page 197, and
the other dated September 4,
1952, duly recorded in Book
2198, Page 167.

A portion of said Lots 4,
5 and 6 as shown on said
plan is subject to an ease-
ment of undetermined width
as set forth in a grant made
by Benjamin B. Green et
al to American Telephone
and Telegraph Company of
Massachusetts, dated May
22, 1928, and duly recorded
in Book 1411, Page 79, the
center line of which is locat-
ed as shown on said plan.

See Certificate or Title
No. 21160, Document No.
68778 for title reference.

Being the same prop-
erty as conveyed to Scott
K. Logsdon and Lynn A.
Logsdon by deed from Daniel
J. Podgurski, JR aka Daniel
J. Podgurski and Debra A.
Podgurski aka Debra Ann
Podgurski by deed date
10/18/1990 and record-
ed with instrument number
094259 in Hampden County
Records.

Current Certificate of
Title is 24904.

The description of the
property contained in the
mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error
in this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title
see deed dated October 18,
1990 and registered with the
Hampden County Registry
District of the Land Court as
Document No.: 94259 and
noted on Certificate of Title
No.: 24904.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and
conveyed subject to all liens,
encumbrances, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, municipal liens and
assessments, if any, which
take precedence over the said
mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND
($5,000.00) Dollars of the
purchase price must be paid
in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check
at the time and place of the
sale by the purchaser. The
balance of the purchase price
shall be paid in cash, certi-
fied check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days after the date
of sale.

Other terms
announced at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

to be

23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for U.S. Bank Trust
National Association,
not in its individual capacity
but solely as owner trustee
for RCF 2 Acquisition Trust
Present Holder of the
Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

01/16, 01/23, 01/30/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P2674EA
Estate of:

Carol A Mastalerz
Date of Death: 07/08/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Linda Satkowski
of Surprise, AZ requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Linda Satkowski of
Surprise, AZ be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 01/28/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and
expenses of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: December 31, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
01/16/2025

Town of Palmer
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
NATIONAL GRID/
VERIZON
JANUARY 28, 2025
11:30 A.M.

In accordance with
the provisions of Sections
22 Chapter 16 of the
Massachusetts General
Laws, you are hereby noti-
fied that a public hearing will
be held at the Palmer Town
Administration Building
4417 Main St. Palmer, MA
on the 28th of January,
2025 at 11:30 A.M. on the
petition of National Grid/
Verizon-Thompson Street-
National Grid proposes to
install 1 JO pole approxi-
mately 2040 feet Northwest
of the centerline of the
intersection of Beauregard
Drive and Thompson Street,
Palmer, MA. Also, for per-
mission to lay and maintain
underground laterals, cables,
and wires in the above or
intersecting public ways for
the purpose of making con-
nections with such poles and
buildings as each of said
petitioners may desire for
distributing purposes.

Brad Brothers,
Town Manager
01/16/2025

The Town of Monson
Zoning Board of Appeals
LEGAL NOTICE

n accordance with the
Monson Zoning Bylaws,
the Monson Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a
Public Hearing Thursday
January 23, 2025, at 7:00
P.M. at the Monson Town
Hall 110 Main St. Monson,
Ma 01057, on the applica-
tion of Sunset View Farm
Camping Area, Inc for a
Preliminary Plan Review as
provided by Section 6.11.2.4
of the Monson Zoning
Bylaws. The applicant seeks
a Preliminary Plan review
to establish a new commer-
cial recreation development
located at 57 Town Farm
Road, Map 148 and Parcel
001A, Map 148 and Parcel
005, Map 148 and Parcel
007A. The property is zoned
Commercial Recreation. A
copy of the application is on
file in the Office of the Town
Clerk, the Zoning Board of
Appeals Office, and is avail-
able for viewing during regu-
lar office hours.

Ronald Fussell, Chairman
01/09, 01/16/2025

More public notices
on page 14

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

CANTERBURY TAILS
VETERINARY CLINIC

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA

(413) 967-4545

DOGS CATS RABBITS FERRETS
AND NOW REPTILES!

Now offering same day urgent care appointments

Monday - Thursday




