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JAN. 4

Michael Critelli’s guitar playing usually closes out the 
open mic nights.

JAN. 18

PVTA increasing 
service to
Palmer and Ware

By Nick Boonstra
Staff Writer

PALMER – Service along the Palmer and Ware 
Shuttles is seeing increased frequency, with the goal of 
a bus every half hour, Paul Burns, director of Transit Op-
erations for the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority, told the 
Palmer Town Council on Monday, Jan. 8.

These increases are part of a larger push by the 
PVTA to increase service across the system after state 
budget cuts in 2017 led to reductions that have persisted 
up to the past year. 

The PVTA is working to restore service that was cut 
under these reductions, expand weekend service across 
the region and increase frequency on all routes to once 
every 30 minutes, Burns told the Town Council. He add-
ed that Palmer and Ware are likely to be the first commu-
nities in the PVTA system to see their routes increased to 
this frequency.

Burns discussed with the Town Council the possibil-
ity of further improvements being made, such as a poten-
tial bus shelter being added in front of the Public Library.

Residents urged to 
contact state reps 
about crumbling 
concrete foundations

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – An epidemic of damaged foundations 
in homes all over the area is resulting in lost revenue for 
the town, but sufficient support for a state bill could be a 
Hail Mary for local homeowners dealing with the issue. 

During a recent Select Board meeting, Monson 
homeowner Michelle Loglisci asked residents to contact 
their state delegation to push a bill that would aid home-
owners dealing with crumbling foundations. 

“It’s been over six years that we’ve been fighting 
for help for homeowners with crumbling foundations 
in the state of Massachusetts,” Loglisci said. “Last Fri-
day, I helped to organize and attend a tour of homes in 
Winchendon and Westminster. That means we’ve got 
crumbling foundations all the way from here on the Con-
necticut border, all the way to the New Hampshire bor-
der, and yet I’m still being (told) more people need to 
come forward.”

Loglisci said that when the bill moved forward 
during a previous session, it was late enough that by the 
time the Senate’s Ways and Means Committee received 
it, it was budget season and it had to set it aside. Loglisci 
said that once budget season starts again, nothing will be 
able to happen with the bill, and homeowners will be left 
waiting again.

“We have nowhere to turn,” Loglisci said. “It’s time 
that our legislators did something.”

JAN. 25

Pathfinder’s new 
puppy chases the 
blues away

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PA L M E R 
– Pathfinder 
Technical Voca-
tional School is 

excited to introduce Scout, the English Golden Retriev-
er who is promoting mental health among students and 
staff alike.

Scout was adopted by the school through support 
of the School Committee and a healthcare grant from 
the Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance Association. 
This grant paid for the purchase of the dog, as well as 
training, veterinary services and supplies like toys and 
a cage.

“What we’re finding is it’s a nice icebreaker for 
those students that have a hard time expressing their 
feelings and talking about what’s going on,” said 
then-Principal Brenda Turner. “If he’s in the room, it 
breaks down a lot of barriers.”

Turner said that in addition to improving students’ 
mental health, Scout will also serve to address the ab-
senteeism that has increased at many schools and work-
places since the pandemic.

Director of Student Services, Marina Latourelle, 
has been charged with taking care of Scout after the 
school is closed, a responsibility that the rest of the staff 
has lined up to share, should Latourelle be unavailable.

“The recommendation was that he comes to work 
right away,” Latourelle said. “So he puts his little har-
ness on and he comes to work, and he loves it.”

Superintendent Eric Duda named the adoption of 
Scout as one of his proudest accomplishments of the 
year, along with introducing the Yonder pouches to help 
cut down on phone use.

“You can have the best school psychologists and 
three guidance counselors and two adjustment counsel-
ors, a powerful admin team and a wonderful teaching 
staff, and we can all work to do something to help this 
student,” Duda said. “I saw this firsthand: you may or 
may not get there quickly, but with a puppy, you get 
there immediately.”

Hardworking 
Girl Scout Treats 
Palmer Community 
During Snowstorm

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

PALMER – The snow was everywhere this week-
end, but it would take more than a nor’easter to stop 
Haiden Chabot from selling cookies to her community.

The eight-year-old Girl Scout, alongside the friend-
ly faces of local residents Jillian Jamilowski and Patrick 
Sullivan, was out in the blistering cold on North Main 
Street, selling boxes of flavorful goodies near the front 
entrance of Capitol Cleaners and Launderers.

“We’ve have been here since 3 p.m. There was one 
other group before us,” Sullivan said. “The Girl Scouts 
kind of work us in shifts. It has been a fairly steady rate 
here.”

More and more cars pulled up to their table of high-
ly sugared products. It was a sight to behold and a real 
treat for anyone who took the time out of their day to 
pick up a delicious batch of cookies.

JANUARY

Jennavieve Josephson stopped to pick up Scout on her 
way through the halls.

“We braved the snow,” said Jamilowski. “It was a 
decent turnout too. Palmer residents were amazing and 
supportive.”

Though a young woman of few words, Chabot’s 
smile and bundled scarf gave her the appearance of a 
Norman Rockwell illustration. She remarked that her 
favorite kind of cookies were the beloved Adventure-
fuls, an indulgent brownie-inspired caramel flavored 
cookie with crème and a hint of sea salt.

The Girl Scouts sold cookies from Jan. 19-21 in 
both Palmer and Ware. The organization strives to serve 
their respective towns while making the world a better 
place to live in. 

FEBRUARY

FEB. 1

Palmer High School’s revamped weight room will pro-
vide a great space for students to exercise.

FEB. 8

  Tailgate Tavern 
raises money with 
annual Soup-Off

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Tailgate Tavern was once again packed 
with entrants and attendees eager to participate in the 
annual Soup Cook-Off.

The contest, first held by the tavern in 2018, in-
volves entrants bringing in a crock-pot of homemade 
soup, which attendees get to sample and vote on for a 
fee of $5. The event was arranged to benefit Light Up 
Palmer, which just celebrated another successful holi-
day season of decorating the town.

At 1 p.m. on Saturday, both rooms of the tavern 
were packed with the chefs who had entered the contest 
and the variety of people who showed up to try their 
soup and enjoy the festivities. There were as many as 
27 entrants into the contest this year. Staff at the tavern 
announced that they were able to raise $2,730 for Light 
Up Palmer this year.

The entries ranged from beef stew to chicken noo-
dle soup to lobster bisque and buffalo chicken soup to 
mulligatawny stew, which was served in small cups 

with a selection of bread. The entrants all did their best 
to provide a tasty soup for the patrons who attended the 
afternoon bash.

One entrant, Josh Messina, shared that his beef 
stew took 48 hours to cook. Made with beef stock, 
corned beef, salt, pepper, marjoram and Italian season-
ing, with onions, organic potatoes and shaved carrots, 
Messina’s stew was among the favorites in the contest.

“I had fun, I love cooking,” Messina said. “My 
daughter will be disappointed that none of that soup is 
coming home with us.”

Winners of both the soup contest and the door raf-
fle were announced by Michael Wadas, who announced 
in previous years and has served as the regular football 
announcer. One hundred percent of the proceeds from 
the soup sampling and the raffle baskets went directly 
to Light Up Palmer.

Local Grants 
awarded for town’s 
Cultural Council 

PALMER – Beth Zelazo, chair of the Palmer Cul-
tural Council, has announced the award of thirteen  
grants in 2024 for cultural programs in Palmer.

The Council received 31 grant applications total-
ing $48,062.  However, the amount the Palmer Cultural 
Council received from Mass Cultural Council for this 
year was $17,120 making this a difficult year of deci-
sion making. 

Previous grant recipients include Palmer Coun-
cil on Aging, Pathfinder Regional Vocation Technical 
High School, Palmer High and Old Mill Pond Schools, 
Palmer Public Library and Palmer Historical Cultural 
Center.  A complete list of 2024 recipients and grant 
amounts can be found below. 

The Palmer Cultural Council is part of a network 
of 329 Local Cultural Councils serving all 351 cities 
and towns in the Commonwealth. The LCC Program 
is the largest grassroots cultural funding network in 
the nation, supporting thousands of community-based 
projects in the arts, sciences, and humanities every 
year. The state legislature provides an annual appropri-
ation to Mass Cultural Council, a state agency, which 
then allocates funds to each community. 

Decisions about which activities to support are 
made at the community level by a board of municipally 
appointed volunteers. The members of the Palmer Cul-
tural Council are:  Beth Zelazo, Sandra Noonan, Don-
ald Blais, Janice Fountain, Jan McCoy, Judith Bechard, 
Kathy Scarglia and Chris Reim.  

“It’s the local volunteers who really make this sys-
tem work,” said Zelazo.  “They make limited resources 
go as far as possible, and they make the tough decisions 
about which projects should be supported. Thanks to 
them, the arts, sciences, and humanities are part of 
people’s everyday lives in every community across the 
state.” 

FEB. 15

Meeting members in attendance, (from left) Dave Gold-
en, Jessica Sizer, Patience Hartley, John Latour, Amber 
Kumpulanian-Hastings, and Nick Zeo.

Monson students on their trip to Disney World, (from 
left) Diana Gagne, Rebecca Nareau, Isabella Allard, Kay-
la Murphy, and Emma Alban.

The friendly faces of Jillian Jamilowski, Patrick Sullivan, 
and Girl Scout, Haiden Chabot were out selling cookies 
in the wintery weather recently.
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Corrections
The Journal Register will 

gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap-
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at journalregister@turley.
com, or call 283-8393, extension 
236. Corrections may also be 
requested in writing at:  Journal 
Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA, 01069.

DEADLINE
The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition space permitting, 
email Editor at journalregster@turley.com or call the 
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. We 
appreciate the cooperation of our readers.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/2/25-1/8/251/2/25-1/8/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 51/60 COUNT

PEELED & DEVEINED
RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..................

$191
lb

lb77¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FRENCH TOAST STICKS 2 LB BAG $549

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKS ...........................................BEEF 

STRIP LOIN

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$335
lb

$611
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN  
CHOPS or ROAST .............

$199
lb

$299

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
CORNED BEEF COOKED ......$699
SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE .........

$599
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..$244

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$629
lb

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

  UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Bay Road & Rt. 9, Belchertown
413.323.6175 

 www.roadhouse.cafe.net

Enjoy your old favorites with 
some new touches

Open extended hours Tues.-Sun. 7am-1pm
Check our Facebook & Instagram pages for updates

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Owen Joseph Ferry
December 20, 2024

Parents: Joseph Ferry & Juli Mancini, Thorndike
Sibling: Lila Rose Ferry

Grandparents: David & Margaret Ferry, Palmer
Patricia & Justin Mancini, Palmer

2024
PALMER— The Palmer Senior Center, 1029 

Central St., has many activities for seniors Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more 
information or to reserve a meal please call 413-283-
2670. 

Special events January:
Friday, Jan. 3- Showing 12:30 p.m. movie “A 

Little Bit of Heaven”
Monday, Jan. 6- 10:30 a.m. Therapy dog
Tuesday, Jan. 7- noon Lunch bunch China House 

in Palmer
Wednesday, Jan. 8- 1 p.m. Wii Bowling
Thursday, Jan. 9- 10 a.m. Tai Chi, 1 p.m. Sun-

shine village craft
Friday, Jan. 10- 11:30 a.m. Dan Lynch writing 

group informational, 1-3 p.m. Brown Bag pick-up
Monday, Jan. 13- 1 p.m. Bake and Take
Tuesday, Jan. 14- 10:30 a.m. Trip to McKinstry 

Market Garden. They accept SNAP.
Thursday, Jan. 16- 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Memory 

Café Ben and Ed show
Monday, Jan 20- Center is closed
Wednesday, Jan 22- 1 p.m. Wii Bowling
Thursday, Jan. 23- 10 a.m. Tai Chi, 1 p.m. Sun-

shine Village Paint
Friday, Jan. 24- 12:30 p.m. showing a movie 

“Instant Family”
Monday, Jan. 27- 10:30 a.m. Marathon Bingo
Wednesday, Jan. 29- Jeopardy style trivia
Friday, Jan. 31- 1 p.m. Wii Wheel of Fortune

MENU
Breakfast is served every Tuesday and Thursday 

at 9:15 a.m. and is $3. Lunch is served every Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 11 a.m. to noon and a 
suggested donation is $2. Please call before 10 a.m. 
the day before to reserve a meal at 413-283-2670. 
Individuals must sign up for breakfast, otherwise a 
meal will not be ordered for them. 

Thursday, Jan. 2- Chef’s choice
Friday, Jan. 3- Hotdog with bun, potato salad, 

baked beans and ketchup, Jello with topping
Monday, Jan. 6- Breakfast sausage, scrambled 

eggs, potatoes o’brien, cranberry snack loaf and 
spiced apples. 

Tuesday, Jan. 7- Ham, egg and cheese croissant. 
Wednesday, Jan. 8- Ham and swiss, mayo, cole-

slaw, chicken veggie soup, club roll and mixed fruit. 
Thursday, Jan.9- Cinnamon buns
Friday, Jan. 10- Spaghetti and meatballs, tossed 

salad with ranch, garlic bread, mixed fruit. 
Monday, Jan. 13- Mac and Cheese, stewed toma-

toes, WW bread, cranberry juice, Jello with topping. 
Tuesday, Jan. 14- Egg, sausage and cheese crois-

sant
Wednesday, Jan. 15- crab cake with tartar, 

steamed corn, coleslaw, whole wheat bread and 
chilled peaches

Thursday, Jan. 16- Egg, bacon and cheese crois-
sant. 

Friday, Jan. 17- Chicken Marsala, tossed salad 
with Italian, penne pasta, garlic bread, mixed fruit

Monday, Jan. 20- Center is closed. 
Tuesday, Jan. 21- Chef’s choice. 
Wednesday, Jan. 22- Shepherd’s pie, steamed 

peas, mashed potato topping, 12 grain bread, spiced 
peaches. 

Thursday, Jan. 23- Waffles and Sausage
Friday, Jan. 24- BBQ pulled pork, broccoli slaw, 

half baked sweet potato, WW burger bun, birthday 
cake. 

Monday, Jan. 27- Beef stew with carrots and 
peas, mashed potatoes, wheat roll, Jello with topping. 

Tuesday, Jan. 28- Egg, bacon and cheese crois-
sant

Wednesday, Jan. 29- Jamaican jerk chicken, col-
lared greens, coconut rice, oatnut bread, mixed fruit. 

Thursday, Jan. 30- Egg, sausage and cheese on 
a roll

Friday, Jan. 31- Beef 
Stroganoff, brussels 
sprouts, egg noodles, Ital-
ian bread and a cookie

The Journal Register encour-
ages readers to contact event coor-
dinators and organizers for updated 
event times. Have an event to pro-
mote? Email the information (in 
sentence form and as a Word doc or 
plain email text – no PDFs or flyers, 
please – to journalregister@turley.
com.

UPCOMING
January and February Vendor 

Sales at Wing Memorial Auxilliary 
Gift Shop

JANUARY 6 
K and H Jewelry Design 
Handmade and unique

JANUARY 10
TheraFeet

Specialized footwear and more
JANUARY 22 

Weleful Weaving
One of a kind loom creations

FEBRUARY 4 
K and H Jewelry Design

Very unique
FEBRUARY 5 

Hobbit Hollow Herbs 
Products made from nature

FEBRUARY 6 
Weleful Weaving 

Rigid Heddle Loom 
Fabric creations
FEBRUARY 10

Geriations And Sew On 
Hand sewn items
FEBRUARY 12

Crystal Clear Emotions 
Amazing and special

FEBRUARY 13
Wicked Good Treats 
One of our favorites

FEBRUARY 14
Share Beauty Products 

made from nature
FEBRUARY 17

AFRIK 
Interesting products

from Africa too
FEBRUARY 20

Sweets and Treats
freeze dried candy/some fruits

ONGOING
FARMER’S MARKETS: The 

Brimfield Farmers Market at Hitch-
cock Academy is a fun place to find 
cool, unique products, plants and 
seasonal produce every Saturday 

while you meet your neighbors and 
support Hitchcock and local busi-
nesses. The market starts on April 
13, and runs from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

INTERESTS 
Under the direction of Kiel 

Krommer, Director of Music Minis-
tries at First Church, Monson, choir 
rehearsals take place every Thurs-
day from 6:30-8 downstairs in the 
music area. New members of all 
faiths are welcome to join the choir. 
There is no need to audition or sign 
up, just come. Choir members will 
be sure to enjoy the music for Ad-
vent and Christmas and the special 
community concert at the Silver 
Street Chapel on Sunday, Dec. 15. 

PIONEER VALLEY QUIL-
TERS Guild meets at the Elks 
Lodge #61 at 440 Tiffany St., 
Springfield. Meetings are held on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. and all are welcome.  The 
mission of the guild is two-fold: to 
share the joy of quilting with others 
and to work for the betterment of 
the community.   Monies raised (as 
in the biannual quilt show) support 
various workshops and speakers 
for the meetings, as well as allow 
the guild to buy materials that are 
then used to create donated items.   
The guild has donated quilts, baby 
bibs, cardiac pillows, and Christmas 
stockings for veterans to a variety of 
community agencies, including but 
not limited to the Springfield Res-
cue Mission and the Gray House.  

CRAFTERNOONS: Drop in 
2-4 p.m. daily at the Holland Public 
Library, 23 Sturbridge Road to learn 
or practice different crafts. There 
are new crafts every Wednesday. 
For more information, call 413-
245-3607.

KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSE-
UM: Located at 35 Ely Rd., Mon-
son, nature trails are open daily 
until dusk for hiking, snowshoe-
ing and cross-country skiing. Trail 
maps can be found in the parking 
lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden 
is open year-round (handouts in box 
on one of the signposts). For more 
information call 413-267-4137, 

email khm@keephomesteadmuse-
um.org or visit keephomesteadmu-
seum.org.

QUABOAG VALLEY QUIL-
TERS GUILD: Members meet at 1 
p.m. on the first and third Thursdays 
of the month in the Amvets post at 
2150 Main St., Three Rivers. The 
Guild is a no-pressure group with 
varying degrees of accomplish-
ments, from novice to Big E “Best 
In Show” winners. Dues are $55 a 
year. For more information, con-
tact Barbara Beaulieu at 267-4044 
or Merry Mombourquette at 283-
7577. Follow them on Facebook for 
more.

LINE DANCING CLASS: 3-5 
p.m. and/or 6:30-8:30 p.m., every 
Thursday at the Monson Polish 
Club, 7 Bliss St, Monson. Rose’s 
line dancing classes include abso-
lute beginners and beginners, and 
participants get to dance to all types 
of music. $10 per class. Please wear 
comfortable footwear, no sandals.

GAME NIGHT: 6-7:45 p.m. 
the second Tuesday of every month 
at Top Floor Learning (third floor 
of the Palmer Library at 1455 N. 
Main St.). Free and open to the pub-
lic. Play available board and card 
games or bring your own. Must be 
16 or older unless accompanied by 
an adult. No Registration Required 
– just show up! Questions? Call 
283-2329, or 283-3691, or email 
palewis19@yahoo.com.

NOTCH VISITOR CENTER 
OPEN FOR WINTER SEASON: 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday-Monday. 
The center is located on Rt 116, at 
the center of the Holyoke Range 
State Park. DCR Interpretive staff 
will be available for visitors. Com-
ing in January, programs will also 
be offered to highlight the Range’s 
special nature in winter, see the park 
web site for details. 

QI GONG:  Qi Gong at Mon-
son Free Library with Randy Em-
erson. Every Tuesday from 5:45 to 
6:45 p.m. 

Calendar of Events
E-mail items to journalregister@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 

Palmer Senior 
Center

Free Girl Scout 
event in Palmer

PALMER—Palmer and Ware area girls are in-
vited to a free Girl Scout event Embrace Possibility 
on Wednesday, Jan. 29, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Girls and 
their guardians will sample Girl Scout badge proj-
ects, and take home their first Girl Scout patch. Girl 
Scout troops will be selling Girl Scout Cookies and 
answering any questions. Adults will discuss volun-
teering to form a new Girl Scout troop. Girl Scouts 
of Central and Western Massachusetts seeks vol-
unteers to form a new leadership team (3-4 volun-
teers) so that the troop responsibilities are fun and 
can be shared. No previous Girl Scout experience is 
necessary. The event will take place at Second Con-
gregational Church, 1080 Pleasant St., Palmer This 
event is for girls entering grades K and 1, who are 
not currently Girl Scouts. RSVP by Jan. 25 https://
go.gscwm.org/EmbracePalmer. For information 
contact Angiee at Arodriguez@gscwm.org or call 
413-584-2602 x4028.

BOSTON— The Healey-
Driscoll Administration announced 
funding awarded through the Charles 
E. Shannon Jr. Community Safety 
Initiative, including new funds to 
support violence prevention in public 
housing sites. The grant program is 
an important tool in helping commu-
nities build collaborative programs 
to improve safety and reduce gang 
activity. 

“Preventing violence among 
young people is critical to ensuring 
the future wellbeing of our youth and 
the safety of our communities,” said 
Gov. Maura Healey. “This work re-
quires collaboration among law en-

forcement, state and local officials, 
youth-serving nonprofits, and re-
search partners to help ensure funds 
have the greatest positive impact. 
The partnerships built through the 
Shannon Community Safety Initia-
tive are among the strongest tools we 
have to prevent youth and gang-relat-
ed violence in Massachusetts.” 

The FY25 Shannon Communi-
ty Safety Initiative is a state-funded 
grant program that awards yearly 
funds to support regional, multi-dis-
ciplinary program sites that take 
collaborative and evidence-based 
approaches to reduce youth and gang 
violence. The funds are managed 

and administered 
by the Office of 
Grants and Re-
search. A total of 
15 program sites 
were awarded 
grants totaling 
approximate ly 
$11,179,673. 

Each program site will receive 
support from a Local Action Re-
search Partner, which will assist with 
strategic planning, critical analysis 
and continuous feedback to sup-
port program operations and ensure 
that funded programs remain within 
scope, on schedule and within bud-
get. Researchers interested in serving 
as a LARP were required to submit 
applications separate from the Shan-
non CSI program site applicants. 
The selected LARPs will share ap-
proximately $785,543 in additional 
funding. This marks the first year the 
Shannon CSI has incorporated the 
new Housing Site Initiative, which 
allocates a portion of the program’s 
funds to support violence prevention 
in publicly funded housing. In accor-
dance with the Legislative language 
authorizing the Shannon CSI, hous-
ing sites that have been subject to 
enforcement actions by the US De-
partment of Justice were given pref-
erence for this funding. 

1504 North Main St., Palmer, MA 01069
 413.283.3511 • fax 413.283.5396
362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA 01056
413-589.7308 • fax 413.547.8933

KELLY KELLY &&  
VELAZQUEZVELAZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D.PETER J. KELLY, M.D.
(ophthalmologist)

LEONARD J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.LEONARD J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.
(ophthalmologist)

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
(optometrist)

KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.
(optometrist)

Palmer Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Ludlow Hours: Hours vary, please call

$11 Million awarded to prevent youth violence
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Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

If you or someone you know could benefit 
from methadone treatment... Help is here.

MOBILE METHADONE PROGRAM

| bhninc.org

15 BANK STREET, WARE  |  (413) 272-1333
Located in parking area behind building

Intake Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 7am - 10am

Dosing Hours: Monday - Friday, 7am - 10am

Confidential Services and Counseling Available

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

FEB. 15

Reed and Sandra Coles auctioned art pieces to raise 
money for the repairs to Memorial Hall. 
 

FEB. 22

 “We’re the reigning champions!” the sophomore boys 
from Monson High declared, before going on to win this 
year’s Winter Carnival.

Old Mill Pond Elementary 
Students Celebrate 100 
Days Event

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

PALMER - Old Mill Pond Elementary celebrated 
a huge milestone of over 100 completed days for the 
2023-24 semester.

Students were beyond happy during their 100 Days 
Event, with one outspoken supporter quite eager to 
share her thoughts regarding this significant academic 
achievement.

“The 100th day of school is a special time for 
us here at Old Mill Pond” said principal Holly-Beth 
Riopel. “Grade 1 has brought back the tradition of 100 
day projects. The students work at home with their fam-
ilies to create the projects.”

These aforementioned families gave it their all 
dolling up these kids. Some students dressed up as “old-
er versions” of themselves, many with faded grey wigs 
and colorful suspenders, highlighting how they think 
they would look and feel at 100 years of age. One of the 
kids even went as far as to borrow a cane for the event.

Other Old Mill Pond Elementary students were 
tasked with putting together projects that involved the 
number 100, like building with 100 cubes or rolling 
dice until scoring 100 points. One OMP class required 
students to draw various gum balls in a candy machine 
and asked the young artists to fit the right amount of 
treats into each machine.

“We love having them displayed in our first grade 
hallway,” said Riopel, “they make everything look ter-
rific!”

 

Turley photo by Harrison Giza

Landon Desautels, Jacoby Madera, Ms. Monette, Ju-
lianna Koss, Kay-Lynn Gadoua, Lily Menard and Lydy 
O’Keefe stand together wearing colors to show their 
school spirit during Kindness Week.

FEB. 29

Town Council eyes 
Brad Brothers for 
Town Manager

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At its Feb. 26 meeting, Town Coun-
cil voted to make an offer to a potential full-time Town 
Manager.

On Feb. 22, the council met with two finalists for 
the position of Town Manager, Carolyn Brennan and 
Brad Brothers. Though the council described both can-
didates as well qualified, a vote was passed to offer the 
position to Brothers, pending contract negotiations.

“For what we need right now, I think Brothers is 
the stronger candidate,” said Council President Barbara 
Barry.

Brothers grew up in town, graduating from the 
Palmer Public Schools in 2008, before going to Ameri-
can International College for his undergraduate degree, 
where got into the field of management as a School 
Business Manager.

“I actually lucked out where Palmer opened up 
right when I was graduating college,” Brothers said. “I 

was able to continue on and start my professional career 
here in Palmer.”

While working with school administration, Broth-
ers was often encouraged to go over to the municipal 
side. Even while working in other parts of the state, 
Brothers said that he always had hopes of coming back 
to the town he grew up in.

Through conversations with current department 
heads, Brothers said that his vision aligned with theirs 
for what they envision for the town.

At the subsequent Town Council meeting, mem-
bers expressed support for both candidates, but the con-
sensus swayed them to Brothers for the role. Members 
praised him for his rich experience and passion for his 
hometown.

Council members mentioned that they saw Broth-
ers’ history, as a former resident of the town, as an asset 
to the position. The council voted five to one to make 
the offer to Brothers and awaits his acceptance of the 
position pending contract negotiations.

 

MARCH

State Representative Todd Smola and Senator Jake Ol-
iveira presented Chamber President Matthew Lemieux 
with a recognition for the Three Rivers Chamber of Com-
merce.

MARCH 7

No solution yet for 
Monson Developmental 
Center property

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Monson Developmental Center 
property is an ongoing project that the town has been 
looking to develop through collaboration with the state.

“Nothing is going in at this point,” said Town Ad-
ministrator Jennifer Wolowicz. “The state owns that 
property, the Division of Capital Asset Management 
Maintenance is the agency that oversees it.”

The site was formerly home to the Department of 
Human Services/Developmental Services, a state hos-
pital for people that needed care back in the 1950s-60s. 
DCAMM assumed control of the Monson Develop-
mental Center when it was closed by the Department of 
Developmental Services in 2012.

“DCAMM manages the MDC grounds, structures, 
and infrastructure,” said DCAMM’s Director of Ex-
ternal Affairs, Stephanie Knapp. “It performs regular 
and as-needed maintenance at the MDC and oversees a 
24/7, 365-days-per-year security presence on the MDC 
site.”

Wolowicz said that going forward, DCAMM will 
continue to be in charge of oversight of the property. 
The department is working through their process to put 
the property out for procurement.

The state and town government will continue to 
collaborate on developing this property.

Alice Peabody was awarded both Technical Excellence 
and Highest Score of the Event at Accelerate Dance Ex-
perience.

MARCH 28

Select Board stands by 
Town Administrator 
contract

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At a Select Board meeting earlier this 
year, the board discussed controversies surrounding the 
finalized contract for the Town Administrator.

Select Board Chair Pat Oney opened a renegotia-
tion discussion for the employment contracts of the Fire 
Chief, the Police Chief, and the Town Administrator. 
The Fire and Police Chief’s contracts were reopened 
as a formality in order to discuss the contract for Town 
Administrator Jennifer Wolowicz.

Oney said that after reviewing compensation, eval-
uating job duties, performance and experience, assess-
ing opinions from residents, and considering the town’s 
fiscal responsibility, including economic realities for 
residents, the Board found that the compensation allot-
ted to the Administrator was appropriate.

“The town’s contracted employees have very spe-
cialized skills and experience,” Oney said. “It’s par-
ticularly important that we acquire and retain the best 
people that we can. In order to do that, we need to pay 

2024
MARCH 21

MARCH   ❙   page 4
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Viewpoints

I spent last night curled up on the 
couch with a seed catalog in hand. It was 
a nostalgic few hours for me, in which I 
was transported back decades, to when 
gardening was new and my time and en-
ergy were boundless.  

Regardless of it being the present 
day, I began circling this and that, and 
even curled a few pages too. All the fruit 
and vegetables I could grow, and store, 
and preserve, and eat, all year long.  

Could my homesteading nature be 
bubbling back up to the surface? Per-
haps. And wouldn’t that wonderful if it 
could be a reality? It surely would.  

Talk about 
an admirable 
ambition for the 
New Year.

I started 
to think about 
what my family 
eats on a regular 
basis and what 
I would have 
to do to grow 
enough food to 
last throughout 
the year or at least seriously supplement 
what we typically buy. The most import-
ant considerations are taste and produc-
tivity.  

If a variety is productive, but doesn’t 
taste great, then what is the point?  

I have “plugged” Fedco Seeds a 
number of times through the years. The 
newsprint catalog is full of such great in-
formation; follow up by looking online 
(fedcoseeds.com) to get a color picture 
of what you will grow. I specifically 
enjoy reading the personal recommen-
dations from the trialers in many of the 
descriptions!  

The biggest problem I have growing 
tomatoes is with early blight. Last night 
I found a great disease resistant paste 
tomato called Plum Regal that will suit 
my needs well, hopefully yielding many 
quarts of sauce for the cupboards. 

And what about that Little Dipper 
Butternut Squash? Disease resistance 
reigns true here, with taste and produc-
tivity ranking high too. Twenty-two 
fruits from three plants? I’ll take it. 

Succession planting is paramount if 
I want to grow lots of food consistent-
ly. This planting method is defined as 
“planting more than once.” 

It can be planting lettuce, for ex-
ample, every two weeks throughout the 

growing season or planting beets in the 
spot the peas vacated. Reading the cata-
log reminded me that not every variety is 
suited for successional sowing.  

In other words, the lettuce I sow for 
an early spring sowing might not be best 
for planting in the summer, and summer 
lettuce definitely won’t be the best to ex-
tend my growing from fall into winter. I 
will definitely plan accordingly.  

Likewise, I may love “Jade” green 
beans, but they wouldn’t be the best for 
my first sowing because they are white 
seeded and typically white seeded beans 
rot in cool soil. I’ll start with a dark seed-

ed bean.
I am really 

looking forward 
to trying to 
grow a few new 
things this year, 
watermelon and 
cantaloupe to be 
exact. Less fruit 
to buy is a good 
thing, right? 

I learned 
some tips from 

the catalog. Namely, to start the melons 
indoors, then transplant at two or three 
weeks old, before the roots tangle, into 
soil that has been amended with lots of 
aged manure or compost and prewarmed 
with black plastic mulch. 

Using row covers over the plants 
until flowers appear will keep off the 
cucumber beetles and provide addition-
al heat. The catalog also provided some 
interesting tips on how to harvest ripe 
melons.  

When I did manage to grow a plant 
to maturity, there is absolutely nothing 
worse than cutting into a melon notori-
ously unripe with no way to ripen it. Best 
to call it chicken food at that point.  

So this year I will grow ripe melons, 
lots of lettuce and butternut squash along 
with gallons of tomato sauce. And more. 
A New Year of possibilities.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 33 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

A New Year of possibilities

Letters to 
the editor 
policy

Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500-
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author-
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti-
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character.

Please send opinions to:
The Journal Register
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St., 
Palmer MA 01069, 
or by e-mail to: 
journalregister@turley.com

The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon.

Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Journal Register welcomes 

readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to journalregister@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair-
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register.

Can my wife 
claim her SS now 
and get half my 
SS benefit later? 

 
Dear Rusty: 

My wife will reach her full Social Security 
benefit at 66.5 years of age which is just under 
2 years away for her now. 

If she were to begin to get her monthly 
check now (i.e. early), would that prevent her 
from being eligible for the spousal benefit to 
receive half of what I am currently drawing? 

Signed: Curious Husband 
 

Dear Curious: 
If your wife claims her own SS retirement 

benefit now (e.g., at 64.5 years) and you are 
already collecting your own SS benefit, then 
she will be automatically deemed to be filing 
for her spousal benefit immediately when she 
claims her own benefit. She does not have the 
option to defer claiming her spousal benefit un-
til later. 

This is a change made by the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2015, which requires all those 
first claiming SS to file for all benefits they are 
eligible for when they claim. What that would 
mean is that your wife’s benefit now, including 
her spousal boost from you, would be actuar-
ially reduced by the number of months early 
she claimed. 

Her own SS retirement benefit would be 
permanently reduced by about 15% and her 
“spousal boost,” the additional amount she 
would get as your spouse, would be reduced by 
about 19%, yielding a combined benefit which 
is roughly 42% of your Full Retirement Age SS 
benefit.  

The only way your wife can get half 50% 
of your FRA benefit entitlement is by waiting 
until her own full retirement age (66 years and 
10 months) to claim. Note too that your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be based on your FRA en-
titlement, so if you claimed earlier or later than 
your own full retirement age, her spousal bene-
fit will still be based on your FRA entitlement.  

Also, your wife should be aware that any-
one, who claims early, is subject to Social Se-
curity’s “earnings test,” which limits how much 
can be earned while collecting early benefits. 
Thus, if your wife is working, she will be re-
stricted on how much she can earn before So-
cial Security takes away some of her benefits. 

FYI, the earnings limit changes annually, 
but for 2025 it is $23,420 and, if that is exceed-
ed, SS will take away $1 in benefits for every 
$2 over the limit. And, FYI, the earnings limit 
goes up a lot during the year FRA is attained 
and the earnings test no longer applies once full 
retirement age is reached.   

I hope this answers your question, but if 
you have need additional information, please 
feel free to contact us directly at SSAdvisor@
amacfoundation.org, or call us at 1-888-750-
2622. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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American wigeon

I received an email from a Brimfield resident on 
Dec. 15. 

He said he checked out a pond in Ludlow in 
preparation for doing the Christmas Bird Count with 
the Allen Bird Club. He said, “My wife and I have 
been covering the town of Ludlow since 1989 and did 
my first count with the club in the late 1970s.”

He saw four American Wigeons. He said, “Males 
with white crown/forehead and female with gray 
head brown body was swimming with the males. The 
male’s white spot was very visible even to the unaided 
eye.”

The American wigeon is 21 inches long. The 
male has a white forehead and crown, gray head and a 
green iridescent patch through the eye. The male has 
a white spot before the tail, which the Brimfield men-
tioned in his email. 

The female has brownish sides, grayish head and 
sides, a dark eyespot and light gray bill with black 
tip. The female wigeon lays six to 12 white eggs in a 
grassy nest. The nest is concealed in rushes, sedge or 
under tree clumps. 

American wigeons feed on pond weeds, milfoil, 
wigeon grass, wild celery and eelgrass. They may eat 
vexation stirred up by diving ducks such as canvas-
backs. They summer on lakes and marshes and winter 
on wet meadows, lakes and protected costal waters. 
They are usually found in small flocks. During court-
ship competing males give whistling calls and lift 
folded wings nearly vertical above their back. Males 
give soft descending three syllable whistles.

Other birds
Other birds seen by the Brimfield resident at the 

Ludlow Reservoir were 63 Canada geese, six mal-
lards, 83 hooded mergansers, 161 common mergan-
sers, one ring-billed gull, three common loons and 
one bald eagle flew directly overhead just above the 
tree tops. Other birds were two American crows, two 
tufted titmice and two dark-eyed juncos.

Hooded mergansers 
I received an email from a woman on Dec. 14. 

She said, “The ponds on Brook Road in West War-
ren have more treasures. Two days ago I saw a pair 
of hooded mergansers. I sat and watched for several 
minutes and they spent most of the time under water.”

Bird at feeder
I received an email from a woman on Dec. 20. 

She wrote, “I have spotted a bird I believe to be a yel-
low warbler coming to my feeder. My knowledge of 
the bird is that it migrates south or the winter.” She 
sent a photo, but the bird was eating so the beak and 
head were not visible. It had two white wing bars, ol-
ive color and some yellow. It may be a male American 
goldfinch in winter plumage. They do spend the win-
ter here and retain some of their yellow feathers.

Loon fact
Most of the fish loons catch are small enough to 

be swallowed whole when they’re still underwater. 
However, when a loon captures a larger fish, it may 
need to return to the surface to subdue it before it is 
able to consume it. Loons may slap a fish against the 
surface of the water or repeatedly drop and recapture 
it until the fish stops struggling and is manageable 
enough to be swallowed.

Loons swallow fish whole, headfirst. When a loon 
starts to swallow a large fish, it will first ensure that 
it is oriented properly, sometimes dropping the fish 
and picking it up several times until it is properly po-
sitioned. Once the fish is aligned so that it is headfirst 
in the loon’s mouth, the loon begins the process of 
swallowing. Loons have sharp, rear-facing projections 
along the roof of their mouths and on their tongues. 
These projections, called denticles, interlock with the 
fish’s scales, ensuring that the fish is not able to escape 
back into the water. Loons then press their tongue into 
the fish and begin to inch it down the throat, into the 
esophagus. Depending on the size of the fish a loon 
is trying to eat, it may take a few seconds to several 
minutes for the loon to swallow. Once in the esoph-
agus, the fish moves down into the gizzard. A loon 
may open its mouth and repeatedly extend its neck 
upward and then contract it back towards its body to 
help move particularly large fish through the esopha-
gus to the gizzard.

American crow
I saw about five or six American crows foraging 

on a lawn on my way to church this cold Sunday morn-
ing. With the temperature registering 8 degrees F, the 
crows had their feathers all puffed up for warmth.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

THIS WEEK IN
History

REGION – A look back through his-
tory at the momentous anniversaries this 
week.

On Jan. 1, in 1902,   the first college 
football bowl game was held as the Uni-
versity of Michigan defeated Stanford in 
what became known as the Rose Bowl.

On Jan. 2, in 1492, Granada, the fi-
nal stronghold of the Moorish kingdom 
in Spain, was surrendered to the Catholic 
Monarchs, Ferdinand II and Isabella I.

On Jan. 3, in 1521, Pope Leo X is-
sued the papal bull Decet Romanum Pon-
tificem, excommunicating Martin Luther, 
the German priest whose criticism of the 
Roman Catholic Church started the Prot-
estant Reformation.

On Jan. 4, in 1853, Solomon Northrup 
legally obtained his freedom, later writ-
ing about his experiences in his memoir, 
Twelve Years a Slave.

On Jan. 5, in 2005, the dwarf plan-

Week History Jan. 4
An illustration of Solomon 

Norhup by Frederick M. Coffin 
and engraved by Nathaniel 

Orr, from the 1855 edition of 
Twelve Years a Slave.

et Eris was discovered in images 
taken by Palomar Observatory in 
California.

On Jan. 6, in 1941, U.S. Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt outlined 
his Four Freedoms in his State of 
the Union message to Congress.

Finally, on Jan. 7, in 1610, 
Italian astronomer Galileo Gal-
ilei made the then-controversial 
discovery of four moons orbiting 
Jupiter, and that the telescope can 
reveal more stars than are visible to 
the naked eye.

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email 
journalregister@turley.com.



January 2, 2025    ❙   THE JOURNAL REGISTER PAGE 5

ship any way she can.
“It is important for Palmer and its res-

idents,” Brohman said. “So many of them 
have said to me that ‘it is important to re-
member’ and that ‘so many people forget’ 
and that can break your heart.”

“Light Up Palmer is group of residents 
who just love their town and love their Vet-
erans,” Brohman said. “I went out there 
last year when it was below seven degrees 
in the morning and it was really cold out. 
Everybody was still out there at the poles, 
making sure that the brackets are good be-
cause they have been there for so long or 
that the weather makes them unstable and 

break down.”
Chris Smith and her committed group of volun-

teers have come together for years, under the Palm-
er Business Partnership Inc. The group is completely 
non-profit making them able to have the ability to ac-
cept charitable donations. Their now famous campaign 
goes by the name, Light Up Palmer, and is set with the 
intention of beautifying Main Street as well as Depot 
Village in general.

“The Purple Heart program has been sponsored by 
Light Up Palmer for the past 4 years. We started this ini-
tiative in August of 2021. We honor 5 Palmer residents 
who are Purple Heart recipients and our organization is 
nonprofit so our funding comes through the gracious-
ness of our sponsors.”

This April, the northern hemisphere witnessed a total 
solar eclipse.

APRIL 25

EARTH DAY
Students at Monson Pub-
lic Schools had an Earth 
Day celebration on April 
22. Here is a third grade 
class discussing the new 
book “The Energy Detec-
tives” as a class outside 
where the story walk is. 

PUBLISHES FEBRUARY 27, 2025

Attention all 
businesses 
in Palmer,
Monson, 

Brimfield, 
Holland
& Wales

EDITION

We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our

to be published in the
Journal Register

All local businesses are invited to showcase 
themselves to our readers – ads will run in order 

from the oldest to most recently established.

CALL DAN FLYNN
OFFICE 413.967.3505
CELL 413.297.5886

AD DEADLINE:  

FEBRUARY 5, 2025

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,

your business is a vital part
of our community.

Don’t miss out on this special issue.

★ AD CHOICES ★

3”x 3” ad  $75  
3”x 5” ad  $110

Quest for History

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your 
Professional And Educational Goals

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at 
the Palmer Public 
Library, here to 
help you meet your 
educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORS 
NEEDED

For English Language Learners, 
HiSet Tutors:

English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Contact Us 
For More Information

413-283-2329
email: 

info@topfloorlearning.org

them on a level that reflects those skills, experience, and 
abilities.

“If we aren’t competitive with our contracts, I think 
it says that we don’t value their work and their contribu-
tions to the town,” Oney said. “It puts us in a position of 
losing them to another town.”

Members of the public also spoke on the issue, 
with one resident opposing the board’s decision. When 
Oney said that Wolowicz was being compensated for 
additional duties as Human Resources Director, the res-
ident said that the contract should have expired, though 
Oney said that this was not the case.

“Regardless of the label, the bottom line would be 
the same,” Oney said. “The board feels that Ms. Wolo-
wicz is doing a good job, as reflected in her recent job 
performance review from July and we negotiated a con-
tract that reflects that.”

Who looked more festive at the First Church of Monson’s 
Easer Celebration; 6-month-old Oriyan, or the Easter 
Bunny themself?

MARCH

2024

APRIL 4

Master Plan Comm. meets 
to discuss presentation to 
Town Council

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Master Plan Implementation 
Committee met to go over the discussions that have 
been had with various town departments, in preparation 
for a presentation to be made to the Town Council in 
November.

Amber Kumpulanian, who now serves as chair of 
the committee, described her initial interest in the com-
mittee as “selfish,” as she sought a position on the Open 
Spaces Committee in order to help maintain the Madura 
Conservation Area.

“I live across from Madura Conservation Area, and 
we use that trail on weekly basis, if not daily,” Kumpu-
lanian said. “I like those trails want to see them main-
tained well, so I applied for the committee.”

In addition to Kumpulanian, the committee mem-
bers include Town Councilor Jessica Sizer, Patience 
Hartley of the Historical Comm, Nick Zio of the Con-
servation Commission, and Dave Golden, who Kumpu-
lanian described as the “man about town,” and involved 
with many different things in town.

The Master Plan Committee was assembled as a 
way to ensure that stakeholders involved in the plan’s 
major goals could see it through, after its creation in 
2020-21. The committee has many meetings scheduled 
with other department heads in the lead up to the pre-
sentation in November.

“One of the things important to all members is that 
priorities don’t get dropped,” Kumpulanian said. “We 
can’t do much, but we can definitely point the right peo-
ple in right direction. It’s been really fun, we’ve learned 
a lot about our town and why things are the way they 
are. It’s a very positive committee.”

APRIL 11

Superintendent Matthew Francis and Principal Sue 
North honored Shawn Troche, Jr., alongside his family, 
at the Academic Excellence Award dinner at Pathfind-
er’s Perso Restaurant.
 

APRIL 18

The organizers of the 50s Sock Hop, Recreational Direc-
tor Andrew St. George (left), Veterans Services Agent 
Tina Brohman (right), and St. George’s wife, Gloria (cen-
ter).

Tina Brohman (right) described Betty Jo O’Brien and 
Dan Boynan as “her best friends.”

Purple Heart Program 
Gets Ready To Celebrate 
Decorated Veterans

By Harrison Giza

PALMER - The Palmer Business Partnership, 
known by many as Light Up Palmer, are getting ready 
to roll out their Purple Heart Program.

Director of Veteran’s Services for the town, Tina 
Brohman, loves being able to help Palmer’s veterans 
community as well as aid The Palmer Business Partner-

APRIL

SPRING FLING
Cool Kids Corner: This loyal crew of students kept it 
original in their Spring Fling wear, bringing alternative 
cool to their middles school party.

MAY

MAY 2

  Bruce Rosenbaum (left) opened his workshop to 
Pathfinder students (from left) Evelyn Shilosky, Tyler 
Rondeau, Riley Olden, and Zander Offrey.

 
 

The former firefighters from Three Rivers Fire Depart-
ment described their relationship as a brotherhood, and 
see this dinner as a family reunion.

MAY 9

 
Friends jumped on each other’s backs to take a com-
memorative picture at the end of Palmer High’s Spring 
Fling.

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

MARCH  ❙  from page 3
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Monson Public Schools students waved to the camera 
as they participated in this spring’s Special Olympics. 

MAY 16

Special Olympics 
dedicated in honor of 
David Peritz

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The annual Special Olympics were re-
cently held on the lawn of Granite Valley School, which 
unites students from Belchertown, Ludlow, Monson, 
Palmer, and Wilbraham for a celebration of inclusivity 
and diversity for the region’s students.

Colette Bidus is the Director of Special Education 
for the Monson schools, a position she has held for two 
years. Bidus has been in Monson for her entire career, 
starting as a teacher before moving into the leadership 
position.

“The day is really all about students,” Bidus said. 
“It’s an opportunity for students with and without dis-
abilities to compete alongside each other.

Bidus said that putting on the athletic festival in-
volves a lot of community support, donations, and 
fundraising throughout the year. The committee col-
lects nominations of athletes and unified partners and 
contacts the different districts, including reaching out 
to local government officials, the County Sheriff’s De-
partment, and the first responders and any town officials 
that like to attend the annual event.

“This year was really special, because we dedicat-
ed games in honor of David Peritz,” Bidus said. “He 
was a really highly regarded special education teacher 
in Palmer schools, and the community tragically lost 
him last summer, so we wanted to honor his memory 
for all the students he represented.”

Bidus said the school partners with Special Olym-
pics in order to foster a more inclusive environment, 
which includes incorporating unified physical educa-
tion classes, and a celebration of all the events that hap-
pen throughout the school year.

QHSUA welcomes new 
director, Emily Kirby

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

REGION – Members of the Quaboag Hills Sub-
stance Use Alliance welcomed the new Prevention Di-
rector, Emily Kirby, following the retirement of Gail 
Gramarossa.

At the May 13 meeting, Kirby introduced herself 
and shared information about her education and experi-
ence with substance use and harm reduction.

“We are in a complete void,” Kirby said, in terms 
of harm reduction in the Quaboag Hills area.

Kirby said there is no local access to syringes, with 
the closest being Amherst and Worcester. She said there 
is also a need for more sharps disposals. 

Promenade
Juniors and seniors gathered on the school steps to take 
one big picture together before heading to the Harding 
Allen Estate for their prom.

CamStrong
The organizers posed with the guest of honor, (from left) 
Josette Before, Cameron Prosperi, and Dan Moore.

JUNE 6
 

Graduations

Donovan Rayleonard signaled to the students when to 
stand and line up for their diplomas.

Vanessa Baer (right) graduated from Palmer High School 
this year, pictured with Jen McCarthy.

 
Superintendent Eric Duda introduced the other people 
onstage with him, Julie Quink, David Droz, Lorraine 
Alves, Barbara Ray, John Nason, and Robert Lavoie of 
the School Committee, and school administration In-
terim Principal Brenda Turner, Academic Director Dan 
Whalley, and Business Manager Greg Falcone.

JUNE 13

Relay 4 Life
Palmer High students worked the reception table, (from 
left) Sofia Braskie, Elijah Jez, and Ben Kilham.

JUNE 20

Melissa Webber (left), an Old Mill Pond teacher was 
nominated for the Most Valuable Teacher award for her 
work with Elliot in kindergarten.

Town Manager shares 
details on upcoming 
municipal budget

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Town Council held a Public Hear-
ing where the Town Manager went over the next fiscal 
year’s budget.

Town Manager Brad Brothers said the Town Ac-
countant received spreadsheets from each of the depart-
ment heads, then they went through various channels 
of review and a budget subcommittee, before going 
through every budget item that was proposed line by 
line. Brothers reported that the general fund budget 
amounts to $41,978,324.

Brothers said that two of the main drivers for local 
receipts increases were investment income and income 
from cannabis excise tax, which is a new tax fund that 
the town has started to receive. Brothers said that one 
of his goals for the next fiscal year will be for the town 
departments to review fee structures and make sure the 
town is matching the local market rate.

The town’s HMO and PPO health insurance plans 
were renewed for a 5% reduction. Brothers announced 
that the public schools will have a 3.5% budget in-
crease, which will include the expansion of its Pre-K 
program, as well as developing collaborative teaching 
models and transporting contractual increases.

“In wastewater, inflation to general operating ex-
penses in addition to growing capital project expens-
es had the recommended budget totaling $4,449,490,” 
Brothers said. “After reducing anticipated offsets of 
$802,200, which is Monson septage and miscellaneous 
revenue, the balance left to cover is $3,627,490.”

Brothers said by assuming a 98% collection rate, 
based on the trend history of what’s been collected 
previously, the town can expect to pay approximately 
$3,701,520 for this project.

“What that equates to, with 5,141 EDUs being 
billed, it would set the FY25 rate to $720 per EDU, 
which is up from $614 in FY24,” Brothers said.

JUNE

Monson graduates march out to the field as the gradu-
ation classic Pomp and Circumstance plays.

JUNE 27

Katherine Santiago sat with Zoey, age three, Yamareliz, 
age 12, and Raphael, age 11.

School Committee closes 
out year with suggestions 
from students

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – To close out the school year, the School 
Committee held its regular meeting on June 12.

Superintendent Matthew Francis’s report featured 
a list of the district’s accomplishments for the past year. 
Though not an exhaustive list of the year’s accomplish-
ments, Francis noted improvements to the facilities, 
curriculum, instruction, professional development, and 
technology.

“I think it’s fairly impressive to show what we’ve 
done as a district this year, so I wanted to provide that 
to you this evening,” Francis said.

At the start of the meeting, Committee Chair Bon-
ny Rathbone reading letters she had received from the 
public. The first letter was from a student asking that 
the district consider changing the start and stop times 
for high schoolers.

“She noted that in her research, 70% of teens do not 
get the required nine hours of sleep,” Rathbone read. 
“Sleep-deprived teens are more likely to use or get ad-
dicted to caffeine, nicotine, and alcohol, and only 10% 
of elementary kids are affected by sleep deprivation.”

The student cited a recommendation by the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics that students start at 8:30 
a.m. or later. Rathbone said that she thanked the stu-
dent for the letter, and that though changing the sched-
ule would be complicated by transportation and af-
ter-school programs, she would inform the committee 
of the concern.

With the second letter, Rathbone noted that she 
shared the student’s concern that the current scheduling 
block only allows students half the school year for sci-
ence, chemistry, and history and civics.

“If we had a full year to do both, then things 
wouldn’t be so rushed and students would have more 
time to learn the curriculum, which would be easier on 
the teachers and the students,” the letter read.

The student offered to provide a schedule from an-
other school that might work for the town, but Rathbone 
said she had not yet received it. The last letter was from 
a student concerned that middle schoolers do not have 
adequate choices for their electives.

The student mentioned that this could affect drop-
out rates for students who feel that they do not have the 
opportunity to explore their interests.

JULY 4

Morrell becomes next chair 
of Monson Select Board

MONSON – The Select Board reorganized last 
week following the town election, and the former Chair 
noted a few issues that have been developing in town.

At its meeting on June 25, the board was reor-
ganized by unanimous vote, with John Morrell being 
named Chair, Peter Warren becoming Vice Chair, and 
Pat Oney taking over as Clerk.

“Thank you, Pat, for the work you’ve done in the 
last two years as Chair,” said Morrell, “And congratula-
tions on your re-election.”

As then-current Chair, Oney opened the meeting 
by thanking the town for re-electing her to the board.

“I appreciate all the support,” Oney said, adding, 
“please feel free to contact any of the three of us, either 
by email through the town’s website, or leaving a mes-
sage at the Select Board Office.”

Oney then provided a numbered list of comments 
on issues that have been discussed at previous meetings.

JULY

Aqua Riders
Eddie gives a thumbs up as he’s helped into the sit-ski 
in the water by water-ski volunteers.

MAY 23

Pathfinder Awards
The award for Academic Excellence in Algebra II was 
awarded to juniors (from left) Ethan Shepard, Branden 
Hnitecki, Matthew Vanasse, and Harmonie Garcia. (Not 
pictured: Ethan Bernashe)  

Eagle Scout 
Paul Shipman presented Maddi Cutty’s certificate to her 
as her mother, Monique, watched.

2024
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Town Council votes on 
finalized budget, raises 
Senior Property Tax

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Town Council met to vote on a 
series of finalized budget items, including a Senior Tax 
Abatement exemption.

The Council held a vote to increase the Senior 
Property Tax from $500 to $1,000. Though the vote 
was initially only for a $100 increase, Council Member 
Phillip Hebert asked why the town wouldn’t raise it to 
the maximum allowable limit.

Town Manager Brad Brothers invited the town’s 
Principal Assessor, Rachael Carney, to provide details 
on the program.

“The 41c program is for those aged 70 and older 
who qualify through income and through asset limita-
tions, they have to apply annually to the program,” Car-
ney said. “We currently have 13 people enrolled in the 
program.”

Carney explained that a single applicant can have 
a maximum income of $20,000, and maximum assets 
amounting to $31,000, not including their home and 
vehicle. For married couples, the maximum income is 
$25,000 and assets can amount to no more than $34,000.

“It’s the one program that I think is the most ben-
eficial to the most in need in the community,” Carney 
said. “We have many other programs, but this is the one 
that I really feel like has impacted those that need it the 
most.”

Brothers explained that it was recommended to 
increase by $100 because the town doesn’t know how 
many people who weren’t aware of the program will 
now be applying for it.

“If this all of a sudden doubles or triples and we’re 
at $1,000 rather than just going to $600 this year,” 
Brothers said, “we don’t have the funding.”

Hebert suggested that the town appropriate funds 
from another source, such as Free Cash, in that event. 
This prompted Councillor Matthew Lemieux to ask 
about the Overlay Fund, which Council Chair Barba-
ra Barry said “is not built up,” and so the amount is 
comparable to the $100 increase, plus abatements and 
exemptions issued over the course of the year.

Council Vice President Jessica Sizer noted that 
these seniors are also eligible for the tax work-off 
program. Brothers agreed with Hebert that the elders 
in town deserve as much as the town can afford, and 
recommended looking into adding onto the increase in 
future years.

At the end of the discussion, the Council voted 
unanimously to raise the limit to $1,000.

JULY 11

Fire trucks of all shapes and sizes rolled past the Mon-
son Free Library in this year’s Independence Day Parade.

The Monson Varsity Girls’ Soccer team carried a banner 
in the Fourth of July parade.

JULY 18

Fireworks for this year’s SummerFest were provided by 
Pyrotecnico.

Kim Hatch held up a mirror for Vivian, age two-and-a-
half, to see her face-paint.

First of the Chamber of 
Comm. Summer Festivals 
at Hryniewicz Park

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

THREE RIVERS – This weekend, the Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the first of its Summer Artisan Mar-
kets.

The fair was held at Hryniewicz Park on Friday, 
July 12, and was attended by a number of food trucks, 
vendors, and crafters from all over the region for an af-
ternoon of food, live music, family-friendly entertain-
ment, and community engagement.

The Chamber has been hosting these markets for 
the last four years, starting in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic as a way to keep residents engaged in their 
community.

“It’s a free event for the community, where they 
can come in and browse the eclectic mix of vendors,” 
said Carol Seaver, Vice Chair of the Chamber.

Live music was performed from the gazebo by The 
Geezers, who performed covers of classic rock hits. 
Maggie the Clown was also present, to play and goof 
around with the kids.

Numerous vendors set up booths all over the park, 
protected from the sun with tents and tarps. Seaver 
shared that the event was planned to be held in rain or 
shine, and a water station was set up in case of extreme 
heat.

Brimfield hosts annual 
antique market

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turely.com 

BRIMFIELD – The Brimfield Antique Markets 
have been one of the biggest antique markets and fairs 
in the United States since 1959. 

People come from all over the states – and the rest 
of the world – and the market features twenty-one inde-
pendent shows with thousands of dealers. 

The shows go on around three times a year, in May, 
July, and will come again from Sept. 3-8. 

Grab a water bottle, grab your cart, and your walk-
ing shoes, and prepare for a five-day event with anything 
from furniture to jewelry, to décor, textiles, pottery, art, 
delicious homemade teas, oils, candles, vintage cloth-
ing, prints, paintings, and so much more. 

JULY 25

Pathfinder Summer Camp
Students were able to try their hand at kneading dough 
at Pathfinder’s Culinary Department summer camp.

Deyton Ritchotte, Garrett LaFond, and Gabby Bruttaniti 
hung out at the Pulaski Park Car show.

2024

Brimfield Old Homes Day
A table at the Old Homes Day offered “Old Brimfield 
Coots Giving Advice.”

Agriculture Commission 
to hold Farmer’s Market at 
Memorial Hall

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Agriculture Commission ap-
proached the Select Board to ask about holding a Farm-
er’s Market at Memorial Hall in the fall.

Commission Chair Robert Skalbite, and members 
Ben Murphy and Ray Beaudoin opened their meeting at 
the July 23 Select Board meeting to announce a Farm-
er’s Market event to be held on Sept. 14 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The commission had approached the board 
to request that the fee to use Memorial Hall be waived, 
as it had no budget to put on the event. Murphy said 
that this will be the first farmer’s market put on by the 
commission.

“I was actually on the original AgCom, like 13 
years ago,” Murphy said. “What I’m thinking is to teach 
people what this is all about with farming. Like, if you 
have two chickens are you classified as a farmer? Not 
necessarily; so, how do we get together as a committee 
where we can answer questions for them?”

Skalbite said that the event is being planned pri-
marily indoors at Memorial Hall, though there will be 
some options for vendors that need to be outdoors to set 
up on the property. The commission is still looking for 
vendors to participate in the market, and that it will be 
reviewing and finalizing the applicants in early August. 
He said there is an application available online.

AUG. 8

National Night Out
Rachel and Joe Talbot and Ian, age 3, pictured in front of 
Palmer’s Engine 1 fire truck.

Citizens for a Palmer Rail 
Stop provides timeline for 
East/West passenger rail

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Citizens for a Palmer Rail Stop 
organization has provided updates on the development 
of a train station in town.

Things have been moving steadily in the mission 
to create an East/West passenger rail to connect the two 
ends of the state. Citizen Benjamin Hood was very op-
timistic about the ways that the state government has 
been supporting this effort.

“Governor (Maura) Healey, in spite of every set-
back along the way, managed to put money aside with 
the Massachusetts Department of Transportation,” 
Hood said.

The Department of Transportation and Gover-
nor Healey set aside $4.5 million to plan for a Palmer 
station. Still more money was set aside for Pittsfield, 
which Hood said was the boost the project needed to 
move forward.

Hood said that the Citizens for a Palmer Rail Stop 
group, led by Andy Koziol, has been working with 
Town Manager Brad Brothers and Town Planner Heidi 
Mannarino to organize meetings with the DOT. Vanasse 
Hangen Brustlin formed a Master Plan for the project to 
undergo the initial siting and conceptual design.

According to Hood, DOT is hoping to start run-
ning trains along this new line by 2029, which will 
mean track work will begin around 2027. The current 
state of designs will seek to accommodate long freight 
trains and the round trip passenger trains that need to 
be able to pass each other easily while maneuvering 
around Boston-New Hampshire and Springfield-Hart-
ford routes.

“We worked with Palmer Redevelopment Author-
ity to identify the need to have the stop be downtown 
for the big economic boost it would give to Main Street 
businesses, but there are a number of options surround-
ing the diamond junction where the tracks meet,” Hood 
said.

AUGUST AUG. 15

Snow Cones with the Principal
Kerry Lynch, Holly-Beth Riopel, and Penny Manteria 
served snow cones to prospective students.

Conservation Commission 
approves funding for 
full-time agent

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – This week, the Conservation Commis-
sion voted on funding additional hours for the Conser-
vation Agent position.

The August 13 meeting opened with a discussion 
about approving spending from wetlands financial ac-
counts to fund an increase in the hours for the position 
of the Conservation Agent.

At the previous meeting on August 7, Conservation 
Agent Justin Enright announced that he would be leav-
ing the position to pursue a different career opportunity 
to be closer to family.

Town Manager Brad Brothers approached the 
board to explain the benefits to increasing the hours for 
the position.

“With Justin’s departure, we’re looking to ensure 
that we get a qualified candidate,” said Brothers. “We 
feel like jumping the hours from 30 to 37 and a half 
would hopefully bring in that quality candidate, and 
may get someone on the fence who has a permanent 
full-time job at 37 or 40 hours to make the move over 
to Palmer.”

The commission voted five to one to approve the 
spending from the Wetlands Salaries and Bylaws Sal-
aries accounts for the remaining fiscal year for the 
agent’s additional hours.

AUG. 22

RockFest
Project 267 performed at Pulaski Park for RockFest this 
summer.

Pathfinder Tech welcomes 
new principal

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The nine towns serviced by Pathfinder 
Vocational Technical School welcomed Ryan Rege as 
the new principal.

As Interim Principal Brenda Turner steps down 
from the position she has filled for the last year, the 
school has welcomed Ryan Rege as the new principal. 
He started his professional career working in restau-
rants as a dishwasher, and rose to the positions of line 
cook and eventually sous chef until a chance meeting 
sent him on the path to education.

Now, after some time out of the district, Rege has 
returned to Pathfinder to become Principal of the school. 
He’s been taking some time over the summer to get to 
know the faculty, the staff, and the superintendent.

“I’m thrilled to be back here, everyone’s been in-
credibly welcoming,” Rege said. “I love this school, 
and it’s been a great transition for me.”

Rege said that he looks forward to helping the stu-
dents in Pathfinder’s ten towns prepare for careers as 
professionals in any career of their choosing, including 
vocational and academic pursuits.

“As long as students graduate searching for truth, 
prepared for careers in the future, as well as any failures 
or opportunities for growth, I think we’ve done our job 
here as educators,” Rege said. “I’m looking forward to 
helping students end up in a career they love. We want 
students heading out of here as critical thinkers that are 
able to find careers they’re happy and successful in.”
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Your Retirement is literally 
Right Around The Corner

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

CANTERBURY TAILS
VETERINARY CLINIC

40 E. Main Street, Ware, MA
(413) 967-4545

Proudly serving Ware and its surrounding communities

Now offering same day urgent care appointments
Monday - Thursday

DOGS     CATS     RABBITS     FERRETS
AND NOW REPTILES!

★ ★

Aqua Riders
Alexa Weintraub, Sam Naples, and Sophia Joppas 
water-skied at the Hamilton Reservoir.

AUG. 29

First Day of School

Students file off the bus to Old Mill Pond School on the 
first day of school.

Assistant Principal Penny Manteria, Principal Holly-Beth 
Riopel, and Assistant Principal Kerry Lynch welcome 
students for the first day.

Students wave from the windows of the bus as they 
wait to get off the bus.

AUGUST

Supporting Lemonade Day, (from left) Tyron Edmonds, 
Linea Lamothe, Crystal Rondeau, Christina Hazzard, An-
drew St. George, Julia Taylor, Marc Caci, Beth O’Keefe, 
David O’Keefe.

New administration 
emphasizes community 
partnerships and 
communication

MONSON – This semester, students at the high 
school will be introduced to the new administrative 
team of Principal Chris Fontaine and Dean of Students 
and Director of Counseling Maria Barnes.

New Palmer Town Manager
Brad Brothers was appointed Town Manager by 

the Town Council back in February.

“The number one rule 
I highlighted with all 
department heads in 
my first week, and 

continue to reinforce, 
is to challenge the 

saying ‘we’ve always 
done it this way,’” 

said Town Manager 
Brad Brothers.

  Cultural Picnic

DJ Serge La Musica (right) provided music for the event, 
here pictured with Daniel Kinuthia, Sylvia Akofa, Claudia 
Medzro, and Rosella, age 10.

 The Boy Scouts attended the picnic, (pictured) Brian 
Thompson, Alice Richard, Sean and Seamus Manley, Kon-
nor Dearborn, Charlie Rider, Ethan and Elijah Rivera.

SEPTEMBER

Granite Valley First Day
Hailey and Olivia stepped off the bus together to start 
their first day of school last Thursday.

Dr. Cheryl Clarke was excited to greet this student as 
she arrived at Granite Valley.

SEPT. 12

DoLifeLikeDoo Tournament

David’s parents, Bob and Pat Peritz, stood by the banner 
for the memorial tournament.

David Peritz’s family played on a team together, (from 
left) ex-wife Kathy, son Brandon, and daughter Morgan, 
and girlfriend Jen Hodgdon.

SEPT. 5

Nipmuck Powwow
Karen Dubard (center) took a picture at the Nipmuck 
Powwow with Brave Hawk and Harry Hawk Edmonds.

SEPT. 19

Senior Picnic
Chris Pascale, Marlene Johnson, Lisa Jacques, Andrew 
Vance, Lisa Contrino, Kathy Fitzgerald, and Mary DeSan-
tis worked hard to put on the Senior Picnic this year.

Pathfinder Tech acquires 
Sykes Street building from 
Country Bank

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – In a deal several years in the making, 
Pathfinder Technical Vocational School has acquired 
the building on Sykes Street from Country Bank to host 
adult evening education.

The ribbon-cutting was presided over by Superin-
tendent Eric Duda, with members of the School Com-
mittee, including its Chair Julie Quink, Vice Chair Da-
vid Droz, and Secretary Lorraine Alves, as well as Mary 
McGovern, the President and CEO of Country Bank, 
Steve Sharek, the Executive Director for the Massachu-
setts Association of Vocational Administrators, James 
Przypek, CEO of the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as Senator Jake Oliveira, State Repre-
sentatives Todd Smola and Aaron Saunders, and rep-
resentatives from the office of Senator Durant, Senator 
Fattman, Representative Domb, and many guests.

A crowd of Pathfinder Tech administration and school 
committee members, Country Bank shareholders, and 
state legislators cut the ribbon on the school’s new 
building.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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BASKETBALL ICE HOCKEY

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

MONSON—Missy Rocker 
is beginning her second season as 
the boys varsity basketball coach 
at Palmer High School. Rocker’s 
first game as a basketball coach was 
a five-point road victory against 
archrival Monson in the 2023-24 
season opener. 

A little more than a year lat-
er, Rocker, also the varsity softball 
coach at Ludlow High School, and 

the Panthers basketball players 
made another trip across the Quabo-
ag River to Michael J. Kane Gymna-
sium at Monson High School. This 
time, the Panthers needed overtime 
to dispatch the Mustangs, 56-47, in 
an exciting Bi-County West match-
up before a large crowd on Dec. 19. 

“Monson is one of our biggest 
rivals and we were able to beat them 
once again on their home court,” 
said Rocker, who guided Palmer to 
a total of eleven wins a year ago. 
“This is a very big win for us, and 

Palmer upends 
Monson in overtime
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I really like 
the atmo-
sphere in this 
gym.”

The two 
crosstown ri-
vals have now 
alternated victo-
ries in their last 
six meetings on 
the hardwood. 

Monson cele-
brated a 47-37 road 
victory in the second 
meeting of last season.  

The Panthers had 
a 2-1 overall record and 
league record following 
last Thursday’s victory. 

They held the Mustangs 
(1-1,1-1), who played their 
home opener, to just seven 
points during the final eight 
minutes of regulation and the 
five-minute overtime session.

“My players have been 
working very hard on their de-
fense at practice, “Rocker 
said. “I thought it showed in 
tonight’s game.” 

Monson freshman Trey 
Dillahunt was held scoreless 
during the first quarter. It’s some-

thing that hasn’t hap-
pened very often 
since he joined the 
varsity team as a 
seventh grader. 

“It’s very rare 
to see Trey not 
scoring any points 
for an entire quar-
ter,” said Monson 
head coach Zach 
Dreher. “We just 

d i d n ’ t 
s h o o t 

t h e 

ball very well in to-
night’s game, as we only made 
a total of three 3-pointers. 
We’re still a very good bas-
ketball team and we still want 

to compete for the league 
title.” 

Dillahunt, who en-
tered the second stanza 
with no points, wound 

up scoring a game-high 
17 points during the final 

three quarters. He has scored more 
than 700 career points.

Junior Austin Meacham also 
reached double digits for the home 
team with ten points. Senior Tyler 
Labonte and junior Shane Szado 
both scored eight points, while ju-
nior Jake Beaupre chipped in with 
four points.   

The Panthers, who don’t have 
any seniors listed on their varsity 
roster, were led offensively by the 
trio of junior’s Matthew Santos (16 
points), Dylan Doherty (14 points), 
and Stephen Fredette (11 points).    

Rounding out the scoring col-
umn for the visiting team were soph-
omore Taydem Haley (6 points), 
junior Jordan Jones, (5 points), and 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD—The first 
line of the Amherst hockey team is 
made up of freshman Nathan Des-
bien, junior Ethan Mooney, and 
junior Benjamin Remensnyder. 

Desbien and Mooney, who 
were teammates on a couple of 
youth hockey teams, helped the 
Hurricanes get into the win col-
umn for the first time this season 
against Minnechaug Regional.

Desbien netted Amherst’s 
first two goals before Mooney 
scored what turned out to be the 
game winning goal six minutes 
into the second period. 

The Hurricanes, who held a 
one goal lead at the end of the sec-
ond period, managed to keep the 
Falcons off the scoreboard for the 
final 15 minutes of the non-con-
ference match before celebrating 
a 3-2 victory at the MassMutual 
Center in Springfield on Dec. 27.

“This is a very good win for 
us,” said Mooney, who was named 
as an assistant captain prior to the 
start of the regular season. “We 
played a little more physically 
than they did, and we were able to 
come out on top. It was also very 
cool to have the opportunity to 
play a hockey game in this build-
ing for the first time.” 

The only high school hockey 
game scheduled to be played at 
the MassMutual Center this winter 
was organized by Joe Manning, 
who works for the Springfield 
Thunderbirds.   

Manning graduated from 
Minnechaug Regional in 2020 
and was a four-year member of 
the Falcons hockey team, which 
is coached by Kyle Bousquet. 
One of Manning’s youth hock-
ey coaches was Amherst hockey 
coach Michael Rousseau, who’s 
also a longtime family friend.   

“This is a full circle moment 
for me. I played hockey for both 
coach Bousquet and coach Rous-
seau when I was younger,” Man-
ning said. “This was the first time 

that we’ve held a high school 
hockey game at the MassMutual 
Center in a while. I never had the 
opportunity to play a game here 
during my high school career.  I 
did have a lot of help setting this 
game up. We just wanted to create 
a cool experience for these kids.”  

Manning gave a lot of credit 
to both head coaches, along with 
Amherst Athletic Director Victo-
ria Dawson and Minnechaug AD 
Steve Burndett for helping him set 
up the memorable experience for 
the players.

The fans who attended the 
high school hockey game could 
also stay for the Springfield Thun-
derbirds game that night against 
the Hartford Wolfpack.   

Rousseau is very glad that 
his team was invited to play in a 
hockey game at the MassMutual 
Center. 

“The first reason why I ac-
cepted the invitation to play in to-
day’s game was the hard work that 
Joe Manning did putting it togeth-
er. He’s just an outstanding young 
man,” Rousseau said. “The second 
reason is these kids will probably 
never get another opportunity to 
play a varsity hockey game here. 
It was an unbelievable experience 
for the players on both teams.” 

Following the match, the 
players from both teams took a 
picture together.   

The last time Amherst played 
a game at the MassMutual Center 
was in the 2016 Division 3A state 
finals, which was a loss to Nasho-
ba Regional.

Rousseau and his players 
walked out of the MassMutual 
Center feeling a lot better about 
things this time.  

“We finally got the monkey 
off of our backs,” Rousseau said. 
“We played with a lot of heart 
against a very good Berry Divi-
sion team. We believed in our sys-
tem and were able to win a hockey 
game.”     

While Amherst entered 2025 

Hurricanes hold off 
Minnechaug

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE—Before being 
named as the boys’ varsity basket-
ball coach at Tantasqua Regional 
eight years ago, Scott Dion held 
the same coaching position at Da-
vid Prouty Regional High School 
in Spencer for 11 years. He re-
placed his father, Al, as the Prouty 
varsity basketball coach.

One of the players on Scott 
Dion’s first basketball team at 
Prouty was Pat O’Connor Jr., 
who’s currently the Panthers var-
sity coach.

The two Southern Worcester 

County League rivals didn’t face 
each other a year ago, but they re-
newed acquaintances at the Tanta-
squa Fieldhouse two days before 
Christmas.  

The Warriors, who had lost 
the previous two meetings in the 
series, built a double-digit lead at 
the end of the first quarter before 
coasting to a 77-39 home victory.

“Having coached at David 
Prouty for 11 years and having 
also coached coach O’Connor, 
this was a game that I wasn’t re-
ally looking forward to playing,” 
said Dion, who also graduated 

Early offense paces 
Warriors to win

LUDLOW – Last month, 
long-time referee Joe Lavoie was 
recognized as the MIAA 
Football Official of the 
Year. According to in-
formation provided, La-
voie joined the Western 
Mass Football Officials 
Association (WMFOA) 
in 1974 (51 years) as a 
junior at AIC in Spring-
field, MA.

Lavoie was a 3-year 
starter for Milt Piepul’s 
8-1 (‘75) AIC Yellowjackets. He 
was selected All-New England 
Honorable Mention by the AP and 

Boston Herald (‘75), and selected 
to the ECAC team of the week 

versus Northeastern Uni-
versity.

After college, La-
voie taught and coached 
football in Ludlow for 
Steve Marino and sub-
sequently in Agawam 
for Roger LeClerc, be-
fore joining private in-
dustry  as a computer 
systems programmer/
analyst. Retired from 

MassMutual with 30-plus years of 

Longtime referee Lavoie 
wins MIAA award

BASKETBALL BASKETBALL

RECOGNITION

Pioneers wrestle past Smith Voke

PALMER – In their first 
dual meet of the season, Path-
finder defeated Smith Voke 48-
18. The Pioneers participated 
in a tournament at Monument 
Mountain High School on Dec. 
27. Coming up, the Pioneers 
will host Belchertown Jan. 8 at 
7 p.m.

Ava Swist gets ready to grapple.

Zander 
Auffrey keeps 

the leverage 
at 138 

pounds.

Logan Hayes attempts a takedown.

Gavin Sawabi, of Ware, starts his match at 144 pounds.

Max Aliengena tries to avoid being tripped up.

Jaiden Ambrose wrestles at 
the heavyweight position.Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jake Beaupre gets the jumper.

Dylan 
Doherty 
enters the 
paint.

Matt Santos extends for a shot. HOCKEY   ❙   page 10BASKETBALL   ❙   page 10

WARRIORS   ❙   page 10

LAVOIE   ❙   page 10
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junior Gavin Smola (4 points).
While most of the Panthers 

players also play football, Fre-
dette has only played basketball 
since he arrived at Palmer High 
School. He dominated at both 
ends of the court from start to 
finish in the first meeting of the 
season versus Monson.

“Stephen is one of the lead-
ers of our basketball team this 
year,” Rocker said. “He’s a very 
good rebounder and scores most 
of his points around the basket. 
He also has a very good basket-
ball IQ.”   

Fredette scored seven of the 
Panthers 12 points during the first 
eight minutes of the game. 

“I came into this game with 
a good mindset,” said Fredette, 
who joined the varsity squad last 
season. “It was a fun game to-
night. I’m glad that we were able 
to win it.”      

With 1:25 remaining in the 
first quarter, a Fredette putback 
hoop gave the Panthers a 12-3 
lead.  

The Mustangs responded 
with a putback basket by Szado 
and a lay-up hoop from Meacham 
which closed the gap to 12-8.

Monson’s run continued at 
the start of the second quarter.   

Dillahunt finally got into the 
scoring column with a lay-up be-
fore knocking down a 3-pointer 
from the right side following a 
Beaupre steal. It gave the home 
team the lead for the first time at 
13-12 with seven minutes left in 

the first half.
Two minutes later, a Labonte 

inside hoop capped off the 18-0 
run, giving the Mustangs a 21-12 
lead.

With the help of three 
3-pointers from Santos during the 
final four minutes of the second 
quarter, the Panthers were only 
trailing, 27-24, at halftime.   

“I talked with Matt about 
becoming an outside shooter this 
year,” Rocker said. “His three 
pointers really helped us in to-
night’s game.”  

A pair of lay-ups by Labon-
te and Beaupre helped the Mus-
tangs build a 31-24 lead in the 
middle of the third quarter. 

Labonte, who’s the only se-
nior listed on the Mustangs var-
sity basketball roster, is also an 
outstanding golfer. He qualified 

for the 33rd Annual New England 
Interscholastic Golf Champion-
ship, which was held at the Mo-
hegan Sun Golf Club in October.

Then inside baskets from 
Smola and Doherty, which was 
surrounded by a Jones 3-pointer 
from the right side, tied the score 
for the first time at 31 with 2:40 
left in the third quarter.

The Mustangs finished the 
third quarter by making seven 
free throws which helped them 
keep the lead entering the fourth 
quarter.

Szado began the final eight 
minutes of regulation with an in-
side hoop pushing his team’s lead 
to 42-35.

The Panthers would outscore 
the Mustangs, 10-3, during the 
next seven minutes,

With 35 seconds left on the 

scoreboard clock, a Doherty put-
back tied the score at 45-45.

Both teams had chances to 
win the game in the final seconds 
of regulation, but the outcome 
was decided in overtime.

The Mustangs retook the 
lead following a Meacham jump-
er in the lane before the Panthers 
scored the final eleven points. A 
Smola gave the visitors a 49-47 
lead with two minutes remaining.     

Then Doherty converted an 
old fashion three point play be-
fore the Panthers sealed the con-
test by making four consecutive 
free throws.   

The two rivals are scheduled 
to battle each other for the second 
time at Palmer High School on 
January 17. 

with a 1-2-1 overall, the Falcons 
overall record fell to 2-3. They 
lost to Longmeadow less than 
twenty four hours earlier. 

The Falcons, who outshot 
the Hurricanes, 31-15, took a 1-0 
lead at the 3:34 mark of the open-
ing period when senior Brayden 
O’Sullivan pushed a shot into the 
net past Amherst senior goalie 
Spencer McDonald. Sophomore 
Nick Garib assisted on the Fal-
cons’ first goal of the contest.

With 39.2 seconds left in the 
opening period, Amherst tied the 
score with a Desbien power-play 
goal. Senior Eric Chen was cred-
ited with the assist. 

Desbien’s second goal came 
on a breakaway shot three min-

utes into the second period. The 
unassisted goal gave Amherst the 
lead for the first time.

“I had only scored one goal 
before today’s game,” Desbien 
said. “It was cool scoring my 
team’s first two goals, especially 
in this building.” 

A little more than two min-
utes later, Mooney, who’s a stu-
dent at Pathfinder Tech, netted an 
unassisted power-play goal which 
gave his team a 3-1 advantage. 

Mooney can play hockey for 
Amherst as part of a co-op. He 
also made the switch from being 
a defenseman a year ago to being 
a forward.  

“Ethan didn’t play a lot last 
year,” Rousseau said. “He im-
proved his skills a lot during the 
offseason, and I decided to give 

him a shot up front. He has the 
skills to play both positions. I also 
named him as an assistant captain 
and he’s one of our leaders this 
year. The other three Pathfinder 
players have had some shifts this 
season, but they’re still learning 
how to play the game at this lev-
el.” 

The other Pathfinder Tech 
players listed on the Hurricanes 
varsity hockey roster are fresh-
men Noah Latulippe, Landon Lu-
kasik, and Nolan MacTavish.

With a little more than six 
minutes remaining in the second 
period, Minnechaug freshman 
starting goalie Matt Lafley was 
replaced between the pipes by his 
classmate Chase Folli. 

Bousquet said before the start 
of the game that he was planning 

to use both of his goalies.
The Falcons sliced the defi-

cit in half following a goal from 
sophomore Liam Faneuff with 
3:17 remaining in the second pe-
riod, which was assisted by junior 
Enzo Hrycay.

Amherst also made a goalie 
change with 8:13 remaining in the 
third period, as junior Jason Kim 
replaced McDonald.

During the Falcons first pow-
er-play chance of the match, one 
of Faneuff’s shot attempts was 
saved by Kim. He also fired an-
other shot that defected off the 
crossbar. 

The Hurricanes managed to 
kill another penalty late in the 
game before celebrating their first 
victory of the regular season.    

from Prouty in 1992. “Prouty is a very 
good basketball team, and we just shot 
the ball really well against them in to-
day’s game.”

Dion has worked at O’Connor’s 
Summer Basketball Camp in the past. 
They’re also teammates on the same 
summer league basketball team. 

“Pat was a member of my first team 
at Prouty and we’ve been very close 
ever since. He has done an outstanding 
job with his team during the past cou-
ple of years,” said Dion, who played 
college basketball at Bryant University. 
“I do know most of the Prouty players 
because I work at Pat’s summer camp. 

In March of 2023, Dion rooted for 
his alma mater in the Division 5 state 
finals against Taconic at the Tsongas 
Center located on the UMass Lowell 
Campus. The Panthers lost a heart-
breaker, 53-51, which was their only 
loss of that season. 

Prouty, who only have a couple of 
players remaining from the 2023 squad, 
moved up to Division 4 a year ago and 
lost to Bourne in the quarterfinals.

A year ago, the Warriors advanced 
to the round of 16 in the Division 3 
state tournament where they lost at 
Newburyport.

After losing at Worcester Doherty 
in this year’s season opener, Tantasqua 
won its third straight game against the 
Panthers. They also defeated SWCL ri-
vals Southbridge (78-30) and Leicester 
(64-34).   

The Warriors celebrated a win 
against Prouty on the hardwood for the 
first time since posting a 71-29 victory 
during the 2019-20 regular season. 

In their only meeting of this sea-
son, the senior duo of James Sciaraf-
fa, who finished with a game-high 25 
points, and Adam Howe (14 points) 
combined to score just as many points 
as the Panthers did.

Tantasqua’s other three starters in 
the home victory were senior Max Co-
hen (6 points), junior Sam Pieczynski 
(7 points), and senior Noah Wotton (8 
points).   

“People look at James and Adam’s 
point totals, but I can’t say enough good 
things about our other three starters,” 
Dion said. “Those guys don’t score 
very many points, but they always set 
the screens and play well defensively. 
They’re starting to fit into their roles 
nicely.” 

Rounding out the box score for the 
Warriors were junior Dariel Correa (7 
points), junior Thomas Eldred (3 points), 
and sophomore Sean Allen (2 points).    
With the help of four 3-pointers, the 
Panthers, who were led offensively by 
sophomore Jayden Rubio (15 points), 
were able to stay within striking dis-
tance early in the game.

The visitors were only trailing, 
17-14, late in the opening quarter be-
fore the Warriors pulled away with the 
help of a Sciaraffa inside hoop and a 
3-pointer from the left side. 

“They did make a few 3-pointers in 
the first quarter, but I felt like if we kept 
putting pressure on them, they would 
start missing those shots,” Dion said. 
“I would’ve been a little bit more con-
cerned if we weren’t scoring points in 
the first quarter. We were able to keep 
pace with them.”

Cohen also added a lay-up during 
that run, as the Warriors built a 24-14 
advantage with a minute left on the 
scoreboard clock. 

Tantasqua, who outscored Prouty, 
23-10, in the second stanza, held a 47-
25 halftime lead.

The second quarter began with two 
3-pointers by Howe and another one 
from Eldred. The Warriors’ largest lead 
of the first half was 47-23 following 
two made free throws from Sciaraffa 
with 9.9 seconds left in the first half.

Tantasqua outscored Prouty,30-14, 
during the second half. 

“We’re now 3-1, but we do have 
a couple of tough games coming up,” 
Dion said. “I’m hoping that we can 
continue to play well.”  

One of the Warriors upcoming 
home games will be against Uxbridge 
on January 24. The Spartans varsity 
coach is Ryan Hippert, who’s Dions 
cousin.

service.
He was a 1971 graduate of Ludlow 

High School playing football for Chick 
Patullo and baseball for Bill Mullins.

In high school, he was selected 
All-Suburban League and All-Western-
Mass as a tri-captain for Chick Patul-
lo, Jim Cavallo, Dave Dzuira, and Joe 
Andreis, who instilled the love of foot-
ball, hard work, and fair play into their 
teams.

As an official, he was elected 
president  of the WMFOA in 1993, 
and started and taught a first, second, 
third-year official’s training class, and 
game sign-in requirement for new offi-
cials to attend pre-games and work the 
chains in varsity games. That process is 
still in effect today. In 1994, amended 
the training classes to have a separate 
class for first-year officials and started 
instructing the second and third-year 
officials’ class, and still instruct that 

class today.
Among his many accomplish-

ments, he officiated numerous MIAA 
playoff and championship games 
around the state and at Gillette Stadi-
um. He joined the Western Mass Bas-
ketball Officials Association in 1980, 
was elected board President in 2013, 
subsequently elected sec-treasurer 
from 2015-2017. He still officiates bas-
ketball games.

Lavoie earned a CAGS from 
Springfield College, an MS in manage-
ment from RPI Hartford, and an MBA 
from Western New England College. 
He has taught business and computer 
systems courses at HCC for over 25 
years.

Lavoie has been married to high 
school sweetheart, Edna (Robertson) 
Lavoie, for over 45 years, and has 
three wonderful sons. Two sons live 
and work in Boston, and one son lives 
in Longmeadow and is an attorney in 
Springfield.

Trey Dillahunt has the open shot. Shane Szado tries to get a shot 
over his opponent.

Tyler Labonte goes for a close-
range bank shot.

Austin Meacham goes for an 
underhand layup.

Taydem Haley passes over the 
Monson guard.

Gavin Smola gets the short-
range shot.

Stephen Fredette gets the free 
throw.
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Stephen Fredette
Palmer High School

Fredette scored 11 points for Palmer in 
an overtime win over rival Monson on 
Dec. 19.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor Greg-
ory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

SPRINGFIELD  — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (13-13-
2-1) could not escape a furious 
push by the Bridgeport Islanders 
(7-19-2-2) in a high-flying 7-5 con-
test on Saturday night inside the 
MassMutual Center.

The Islanders tried to spoil the 
T-Birds debut for rookie netmind-
er Will Cranley when Liam Foudy 
opened the scoring on a rebound to 
the goaltender's right at 7:36. 

Springfield would be tested 
after the Islanders went to a power 
play at the 13:04 mark, but captain 
Matthew Peca took matters into 
his own hands to change the tide. 
After skating out of his zone with 
possession, he challenged a for-
ward wide on the left side before 
surprising Henrik Tikkanen with a 
short-side snapper to tie the score, 
1-1, on Springfield's second short-
handed tally of the season. Peca's 
tally was his team-leading 12th 
of the campaign and second in as 
many nights.

Peca was in the middle of 
things again just 5:04 later, weav-
ing into the offensive end to cre-
ate a 2-on-1 outnumbered attack. 
This time, Peca played the role of 
playmaker, laying a perfect pass to 
the blade of Matt Luff in the right 
circle. With no wasted movement, 
Luff one-timed it past a sliding 
Tikkanen, giving Springfield the 
2-1 lead with just 1:26 left in the 
frame. Peca's assist was his 100th 
as a member of the T-Birds, mak-
ing him the first player in club his-
tory to hit the 100-assist plateau.

The Islanders gave a glimpse 
of what was to follow in the mid-
dle period when Tyce Thompson 
one-timed a slapper off the post 
and off Cranley to tie the game, 
2-2, at 3:15 of the second period, 
as the T-Birds were scrambling to 
get back into position.

The T-Birds' special teams 
had the next notable moment just 
2:09 later, as Marcus Sylvegard 
beautifully spotted Luff on a pass 

from the left corner to the top of the 
crease, allowing the veteran winger 
a tap-in for his second of the night 
to restore the Springfield lead, 3-2, 
at 5:24. 

After a rare stretch of score-
less hockey on this evening, the 
Islanders found their way to a tie 
score again when Matt Maggio sur-
prised Cranley with a quick wrister 
from the left circle off a setup from 
Grant Hutton, evening the game, 
3-3, at 14:20.

Before the T-Birds could es-
cape the onslaught, the Islanders 
got their second lead of the night at 
19:06, when a poor Springfield line 
change set up a 3-on-2 for Bridge-
port. Gemel Smith neatly left a 
puck for Foudy near the crease, 
and the veteran winger had an open 
net for his second of the night and a 
4-3 Islanders lead after 40 minutes.

Midway through what had 
been a quiet third period, the 
T-Birds power play connected for a 
second time as Sylvegard deflected 

an attempt from Aleksanteri Kaski-
maki over Tikkanen's shoulder, and 
the game was tied again, 4-4, at 
10:04 of the third.

Despite their scrappiness to 
get back even, the T-Birds could 
not salvage a point on this night, 
and Maggio capped his four-point 
night with a corner-picking wrister 
at 16:20, which gave Bridgeport a 
5-4 lead. Cole Bardreau added an 
empty-net tally at 18:45 to push the 
lead to 6-4.

That Bardreau tally proved 
pivotal when Hunter Skinner found 
the net from the right side with 25 
seconds to play, trimming the mar-
gin back to 6-5. Ultimately, how-
ever, the T-Birds ran out of time, 
and with the clock about to expire, 
Marc Gatcomb flung a clearing ef-
fort into the empty cage to round 
out the scoring. Cranley finished 
his T-Birds debut with 35 saves, 
while Tikkanen escaped with his 
first win in six tries with 31 stops.

Isles outlast T-Birds in 7-5 track meet

WORCESTER – The Railers 
lost 7-3 loss to the Adirondack 
Thunder on Sunday afternoon 
to close out the first half of the 
2024-25 home schedule.

Worcester went into the sec-
ond period with the scored tied, 
1-1. The Railers then allowed 
four goals in a little less than sev-
en minutes starting at 3:53 and 

their afternoon was over.
Coach Nick Tuzzolino re-

fused to place the blame for the 
defeat on Bullion’s shoulders 
when asked if it was his fault.

“I would never say that 
in that light,” Tuzzolino said. 
“We’ve got to be good in front of 
him and could have been better. 
Could have blocked a couple of 

those shots. I’m sure he has his 
own thoughts on those goals but 
we’re a team.”

Worcester got two goals 
from Jordan Kaplan and one from 
Griffin Loughlan. Anthony Repa-
ci assisted on all three goals. Re-
paci’s historic season continues 
unabated. He extended his points 
streak to seven straight games. 

He is 3-10-13 during the streak. 
The game was his 193rd for 

Worcester, passing Barry Almei-
da as the all-time franchise leader 
in that category. The assists give 
him 90 in a Worcester uniform, 
tied with Almeida on that list. 
They are tied for fourth among all 

Railers fall to Thunder in first half home finale

RAILERS   ❙   page 9
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DEATH NOTICES

O B I T U A R I E S

PALMER—Arthur L. Giard, 
82, of Palmer, died on Thursday, 
Dec. 19, 2024, in Baystate Med-
ical Center.  His obituary is writ-
ten in his own words.  

“I was born on August 2, 
1942, son of Herve J. Giard, Sr. 
and Blanche M. (LaCroix) Giard.  
I attended Mount Carmel Paro-
chial School, Springfield Trade 
School, and Ware High Schools.  
I served as an altar boy and mem-
ber of Troop 281 Boy Scouts.

I enlisted in the Marine 
Corps for four years.  First as 
an M.P. with Hdqtrs. 3rd Marine 
Division on Okinawa, Japan and 
the Philippines and as an infantry 
corporal with the 6th Marines, 
2nd Marine Division in North 
Carolina, the Caribbean, and the 
Mediterranean Seas. 

I enlisted in the U.S. Army 
for 3 years serving with 3 Sqdn. 
12th Cavalry, 3rd Armored Divi-
sion in Europe as a SSgt. section 
leader in armored reconnais-
sance. 

In 1967, I re-enlisted in the 
Marine Corps and served in Viet-
nam as an infantry sergeant with 
the 3rd Bn. 9th Marines, 3rd di-
vision.  Near the village of Cam 
Lo, just south of the demilitarized 
zone, I was seriously wound-
ed by gunfire and eventually 

evacuated to Chelsea 
Massachusetts Naval 
Hospital.  After over a 
year of rehabilitation, I 
medically retired from 
the Marine Corps.  

In 1970, I began a 
new chapter in my life 
I gained employment 
with the U.S. Post 
Office.  I worked as a 
clerk-carrier and acting supervi-
sor at the Palmer Post Office and 
did a tour as Officer in Charge at 
the Brimfield Post Office.  I re-
tired after nearly 33 years with 
the postal service and 9 years of 
military service.  

I was a member of the 
American Legion Post 123, Ma-
rine Corps League, and the Dis-
abled American Veterans.  

Besides my parents, I was 
predeceased by my brothers, 
Robert (1929-2007), Herve, Jr. 
(1931-2003), Bernard (1934-
1997), and Roland (1948-2004).  
Also, my sister Annette (1937-
2008) and with whom I shared 
the same birthday 5 years apart.  
I am survived by my brother, Er-
nest “Coco” Giard who was born 
in 1939.  

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital, P.O. 

Box 111, Dept. 142, 
Memphis, TN 38148, 
or online at www.st-
jude.org, the Shriner’s 
Hospital for Children, 
516 Carew St., Spring-
field, MA 01104 or 
online at www.shriner-
schildrens.org, or Tun-
nel to Towers, online 
at www.t2t.org, and to 

all my fellow veterans. Semper 
Fi because lest we forget. 

Last but most important, I 
leave my wife Sandra Lavallee 
Giard and my daughter Susan 
Marie Russian (Michael) of Na-
ples, Maine.  One is my honey 
and the other my sweet pea.  The 
two of you were the rock I leaned 
on.  I will love you both always 
and always.  Love always honey 
/ dad.”   

A Funeral Service with 
Military Honors for Arthur was 
held on Friday, Dec. 27, 2024, at 
11:30 a.m. in Charbonneau Fu-
neral Home, 30 Pleasant St., in 
Ware.  Calling hours were held 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. prior to 
the service. Burial will be held 
privately in the Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in 
Agawam.

An online tribute book is 
available at charbonneaufh.com   

Arthur L. Giard, 82

Police/Fire
  Police Logs

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MONSON—Stanley P. 
Hull, 94, passed away Thurs-
day, Dec. 26, 2024 in his home 
surrounded by love of family. 
Stanley was born in Monson, 
May 13, 1930 to the late Frank 
and Victoria (Niewiedzial) Hull. 
He was a graduate of Monson 
High School and served honor-
ably in the US Air Force during 
the Korean War. Stanley retired 
from E.M. Sullivan Electrical 
Engineers.

Stanley was a life long resi-
dent of Monson. He was a mem-
ber of the Monson Polish Club, 
American Legion Post 241 in 
Monson, Member of the Knights 
of Columbus, 3rd Degree Mem-
ber Council #4794. He loved 
playing cards, especially pitch 
and cribbage and visiting with 
family and friends. He was ac-

tive in the organiza-
tions he was a mem-
ber of and could often 
be found offering a 
helping hand whenev-
er he could.

Stanley was pre-
deceased by his wife, 
Norma A. (Menard) 
Hull in 2000. He 
leaves their chil-
dren, Wayne M. Hull 
and Kelly Murphy of Virginia, 
Dr. Keith M. Hull and his wife, 
Nancy of Maryland and Karla 
M. Pray NP and her husband 
Dr. Clyde Pray of Virginia; two 
grandchildren Madeline and 
Samuel; a sister, Victoria LeMay 
of Monson and many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and great 
nephews. Stanley was prede-
ceased by his brothers, Thom-

as, Edmund, Walter 
and John Hull; sisters, 
Anna Zimmerman and 
Julia Evasius.

Visiting hours 
were held Sunday, 
Dec. 29, 2024 from 2-4 
p.m. in Lombard Fu-
neral Home, 3 Bridge 
St., Monson. Funer-
al Services were held 

Monday, Dec. 30, 2024 
with a funeral procession begin-
ning at Lombard Funeral Home 
with a funeral procession to St. 
Patrick’s Church for a 10 a.m. 
Funeral Mass. Burial will fol-
low at Bethany Cemetery all in 
Monson.

In Lieu of flowers memori-
al contributions may be made to 
Polish American Citizen Club, 7 
Bliss St, Monson, MA 01057

Stanley P. Hull ~ 1930-2024

O B I T U A R I E S

PALMER—Richard H. 
“Rick” Walder, 75, passed away 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024 after a 
period of declining health. Rick 
was born in Palmer June 11, 1949 
to the late Harry A. and Phyllis 
(Barton) Walder. He has been a 
life long resident of Bondsville. 
Rick served in the US Marine 
Corps during the Vietnam war 
and was honorably discharged. 
He was a truck driver for Friend-
ly Ice Cream in Wilbraham for 
many years.

Rick enjoyed deer hunting 
and fishing the Quabbin Res-
ervoir and Swift River since he 
was a child. He could often be 
seen patrolling the neighborhood 
a couple times a day in his pick-
up making sure everything was 

okay. Rick’s happiest 
moments were when 
he was was boating 
and camping at Lake 
George, NY.

Rick leaves his 
wife of 35 years, Lori 
(Young) Walder; a son, 
Timothy Walder and 
his wife Christine of 
Brimfield; a daughter, 
Jaimie Gulbranson of Palmer; 
stepsons, Logan Wood of Palmer 
and Donald Wood and his wife 
Shala of Bondsville. He also 
leaves his eleven beloved grand-
children; Connor, Alannah, 
Koen, Dalton, Adaline, Evelyn, 
Donald, Cade, Ryan, Paisley and 
Aubrey. Rick leaves his brothers, 
Alan Walder and his wife Carol, 

Randy Walder and his 
wife Amy and a sister 
Sherri Walder.

Services have 
been entrusted to Lom-
bard Funeral Home of 
Monson and will be 
private. If you wish to 
make a memorial do-
nation please consider 
the Wounded Warrior 

Project, P.O. Box 758516, Tope-
ka, Kansas 66675-8516 or to the 
Swift River Sportsmans Club, 
350 Cold Spring Road,  Belcher-
town, MA 01007

For online condolences 
please visit www.lombardfuner-
alhome.com

Richard H. Walder ~ 1949-2024

Arthur L. Giard, 82
Died Dec. 19, 2024
Services Dec. 27, 2024
Charbonneau Funeral Home

Stanley P. Hull
Died Dec. 26, 2024
Services Dec. 29, 2024
Lombard Funeral Home

Elizabeth “Betty” 
Edna Plant
Died Dec. 28, 2024
Services Jan. 9, 2025
Beers & Story Belchertown 
Funeral Home

Richard H. Walder
Died Dec. 19, 2024
Services are private
Lombard Funeral Home

Elizabeth “Bet-
ty” Edna Plant, 82, 
passed away Dec. 28, 
2024 surrounded by 
her family. She was 
born on Feb. 19, 1942 
in Lowell, lived most 
of her life in Belcher-
town and Palmer, 
and graduated from 
Belchertown High 
School. Betty began 
her career as one of the first fe-

male police officers in 
Belchertown before 
taking time away to 
raise a family. After 
several years, Betty 
re-entered law enforce-
ment by serving as a 
matron and dispatcher 
for both Belchertown 
and Palmer for over 
three decades before 

retiring.
Betty was preceded in death 

by her parents, Alexis and Edith 
(Willy) Theriault. She will be 
dearly missed by her daughter, 
Amy Currier and her husband 
Gene; son, Alan Plant and his 
wife Jennifer; and her grandson, 
Chance Plant.

Visitation will be held on 
Thursday, Jan. 9 from 11 a.m.-
12 p.m. at the Beers & Story 
Belchertown Funeral Home. 
Burial will be held privately.

Elizabeth “Betty” Edna Plant
Turley Publications offers two types of 

obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Journal Register

Worcester pro players with 
Tom Cavanagh of the Sharks 
next at 92.

The Railers were 2 for 
5 on the power play and are 
among the league leaders in 
that category. They have at 
least one power play goal in 
seven straight games. That 
ties a team record set in Feb-
ruary of 2022.

“That’s probably the 
most frustrating thing,” Tuz-
zolino said. “It’s all those 
little pieces. We just have to 
find the right piece.”

Loughran gave Worces-
ter an early lead at just 2:36 
of the first period. Repaci 
found his linemate all alone 
at the bottom of the left circle 
and Loughran made no mis-
take burying a 15-footer.

It was 1-1 after 20 min-
utes, then the Railers hit an 
iceberg.

“I think we got confi-
dence early,” Tuzzolino said, 
“then some of those goals 
they scored killed our confi-
dence, and confidence is the 
easiest thing to lose and the 
hardest to get back.”

Ryan Francis was 2-3-
5 to pace the Adirondack 
offense. Josh Filmon, Ryan 
Wheeler, Alex Young, Grant 
Loven and Dylan Wendt had 
the other Thunder goals.
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Palmer
The Palmer Police Department 

reported 423 incidents on its logs 
from Dec. 17 through Dec. 23. 

 
Dec. 17

At 5:39 a.m. police responded 
to an accident with personal injury 
on Thorndike Street. 

At 12:18 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property dam-
age on the corner of Breckridge 
Street and Park Street. 

At 4:17 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

At 7:57 p.m. police received 
sex offender registration. 

At 10:43 p.m. police gave sum-
mons to Waldemarys Rodriguez 
Berrio, 19, of 338 Jarvis St., Holy-
oke, for uninsured motor vehicle 
and operating a motor vehicle with 
suspended registration. 

Dec. 18
At 7:17 p.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on River Street. 

At 10:55 p.m. police arrested 
Tanisha L. Soya, 34, of 41 Pinney 
St., Palmer on a warrant and Rich-
ard M. Hicks, 31, of 4011 Hill St., 
Thorndike, received a summons for 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license. 

Dec. 19
At 7:02 a.m. police responded 

to an accident with personal inju-
ry and gave summons to Katelynn 
Elizabeth Nardi, 28, of 60 Corey 
Colonial, Agawam, for speeding, 
marked lane violation and negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle. 

At 8 p.m. police arrested Chris-
topher S. Schuelke, 36, unhoused, 
for 4 counts of intimidation of a 
witness/juror/police/court official, 
assault with a dangerous weapon 
(Trash can), trespass and threat to 
commit crime (murder). 

Dec. 20
At 9:51 a.m. police gave 

summons to Ernestina Antoinette 
Woodard, 63, of 2042 Main St., 
Three Rivers, for operating a motor 
vehicle with a revoked registration, 
uninsured motor vehicle, and no in-
spection sticker. 

At 1:19 p.m. police gave sum-
mons to Michael S. Marsden, 52, of 
801 Franklin St., Belchertown, for 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license and motor vehi-
cle lights violation. 

At 3:30 p.m. police arrested 
Scott J. Guerin, 42, of 90 Emery St., 
Bondsville, on 3 warrants and Eliz-
abeth Anne Lund, 62, of 12 Norbell 
St., Three Rivers, was given sum-
mons for operating a motor vehicle 
with a suspended registration, unin-

sured motor vehicle and motor ve-
hicle lights violation.

Dec. 21
At 1:08 p.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Commercial Street. 

At 2:26 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with personal injury 
and gave summons to Samantha 
Pearl Shrewsbury, 19, of 33 May 
Hill Road, Monson, for marked 
lanes violation, speeding greater 
than was reasonable or proper, neg-
ligent operation of a motor vehicle 
and OUI liquor. 

At 10 p.m. police responded to 
an accident with personal injury and 
arrested Malin E. Dewey, 39, of 76 
Lakeshore Dr., Monson, OUI liquor 
second offense, 2 counts of child 
endangerment while OUI, negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle, failure 
to yield/stop and marked lanes vi-
olation. 

Dec. 22
At 10:21 a.m. police responded 

to a hit and run accident on Breck-
enridge Street. 

Dec. 23
At 2:13 p.m. police responded 

to an accident with property dam-
age on Thorndike Street. 

At 10:51 p.m. police responded 
to an accident with property dam-
age on Main Street. 

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

WASHINGTON— Sen. 
Edward J. Markey, Chair of the 
Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions  Subcommittee on Pri-
mary Health and Retirement 
Security, released the following 
statement after the Senate voted to 
pass the Social Security Fairness 
Act, legislation which would re-
store full Social Security benefits 
for nearly three million retired 
public servants.

“Last night, Congress passed 
the Social Security Fairness Act. 
Once signed by the president, we 
will finally repeal the Draconian 
laws that robbed an entire genera-
tion of teachers, firefighters, post-

al workers, and public servants 
of all stripes of the benefits they 
earned. By passing the Social Se-
curity Fairness Act, we will right 
this historic wrong; restore Social 
Security benefits to millions of 
Americans, including 130,000 in 
Massachusetts, and finally deliver 
for the workers who have deliv-
ered for their communities. To the 
nearly 3 million public servants 
and their families who will final-
ly receive the retirement benefits 
they deserve: thank you for your 
service to your communities and 
your unwavering advocacy. I will 
always fight for public servants 
and retirees.”

The Windfall Elimination 
Provision and the Government 
Pension Offset reduce the Social 
Security benefits of public ser-
vants and their surviving family 
members who receive a public 
pension. Those impacted paid 
into Social Security but are un-
able to receive the full benefits 
they earned. The Social Securi-
ty Fairness Act would repeal the 
Windfall Elimination Provision 
and Government Pension Offset, 
which currently impact nearly 3 
million public servants. Follow-
ing passage in the House, the bill 
passed the Senate with a vote of 
76-20.

Markey celebrates passage of Social 
Security Fairness Act

SOUTH HADLEY— PVPA 
welcomed the public to a Winter 
Visual Arts Showcase, featuring 
first semester works of the Visual 
Arts and Technical Theater depart-
ment, before their winter break.

PVPA’s Mainstage Theatre 
was transformed into a Pop-up Art 
Gallery where hundreds of visitors 
viewed the work of the budding 
artists, as well as works by PVPA 
Visual Arts instructors. Featured 
works included puppetry, paint-
ing, drawing, ceramics, fiber arts, 

and digital media, with students 
on hand to discuss their work.

The Visual Arts Showcase 
was one of more than a dozen 
Main Stage productions that occur 
annually at the school, spanning 
the four Arts Departments: Visu-
al Arts/Technical Theater, Music, 
Dance and Theater. The next pro-
duction will be the Music Depart-
ment Showcase, Winter Grooves, 
on Jan. 10 and Jan. 11, followed 
by a Middle School Theater Cab-
aret on Jan. 17. For more informa-

tion about upcoming shows www.
pvpa.org/shows.

Pioneer Valley Performing 
Arts is a free, regional public 
charter school serving 400 stu-
dents in grades 7-12, from over 50 
towns throughout Western Mas-
sachusetts. The school seeks to 
connect the creative process with 
critical thinking to inspire a love 
of learning. Currently accepting 
applications for the 2025/2026 
school year at www.pvpa.org/ad-
missions.

Winter Visual Arts showcase at PVPA
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SEPT. 26

Quaboag Hills Music Festival

Exit 8 played at the Quaboag River Music Festival in 
September.

Shaun Reilly and Daniela Toohey worked the bar at 13th 
World for the event.

MHS substance abuse talk 
Stephen Hill had the support of the school’s administra-
tion to put on the talk about substance use.

OCT. 10

Chief William Bernat thanked the assembled crowd for 
its support and announced each speaker.

Palmer Fire Dept. unveils 
brand new ambulance

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, the Fire Department un-
veiled a new ambulance that will help provide emer-
gency medical services to residents in the region.

On Friday, Oct. 4, town residents, state legislators, 
and first responders from all over the region gathered in 
front of the Fire Department to celebrate the launch of 
the new ambulance service.

Fire Chief William Bernat opened the ceremony by 
thanking State Representative Todd Smola and Senator 
Jake Oliveira, as well as Fire District Prudential Com-
mittee Chair James St. Amand,

“On Oct. 1, the fire district voted almost unani-
mously that the Fire Department will have its first ever 
municipal ambulance service,” Bernat said.

“It has been three long years in the making,” Ber-
nat continued. “Our firefighters have responded to 317 
medical calls in the past year alone, and assisted in the 
life-saving techniques until surrounding towns arrived 
with their ambulances.”

Bernat said that the ambulance service will not only 
save lives, but will also bring revenue for the district.

St. Amand spoke of the accomplishment this am-
bulance represents for the department, and thanked all 
the people who helped make it possible.

“It’s something that’s needed,” St. Amand said. 
“We just wanted to thank everyone for their efforts.”

Pathfinder Open House
At the Open House, kids battled against each other with 
remote-controlled robot from Pathfinder’s Robotics Bat-
tleshop.

OCTOBER

OCT. 3

Mass Central Rail Trail supporters and cyclists partic-
ipated in the inaugural RideN2B from Northampton to 
Boston held over three days. 

National Night Out
Dillon Worth and Tyler Allen showed off a Wales police 
vehicle to Meghan Balderelli and Xander, age 6.

OCT. 17

Monson Cemetery Walk
Cemetery Commissioner Sarah McNamara Pedder por-
trayed Marcus Keep for the event.

Recreation director 
resigns, accomplishments 
praised

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At the Oct. 15 Conservation Commis-
sion meeting, Recreational Director Andrew St. George 
announced that he will be resigning from his position.

“Over the last several years, we’ve worked on a lot 
of projects together,” St. George said. “Me and Jessica 
have been going over where we were in some of those 
projects.”

St. George said that he did not have updates on 
those projects since the departure of Conservation 
Agent Justin Enright, but said that the property at Bark-
er Street have been cleaned up and more maintenance 
has been done.

St. George described it as “bittersweet” to leave the 
position.

“Since we’ve worked so closely together over the 
last couple of years, I wanted to have the opportunity 
to come in here in person and let you guys know,” St. 
George said.

St. George said he hopes this continues to grow and 
that people continue to use the trails, and mentioned the 
number of pictures that have run in the newspaper of 
him wearing costumes for ‘80s Day, Krampus Nacht, 
and Light Up Palmer. St. George also praised the Com-
mission for its dedication to the town.

“I’ve been around a while in the municipal world, 
and I think I can truly say that you guys are one of hte 

actual boards and commissions that legitimately cares,” 
St. George said. “You’re doing what you do because 
you care about it. I really appreciate that you guys are 
all committed and work hard and keep trying to move 
things forward and accomplish goals. I think that speaks 
a lot to all of you for doing the job you’re doing.”

OCT. 24

Psychic Medium leads 
attendees in candlelit 
Secret Graveyard Stroll

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – This October saw the debut of the Se-
cret Graveyard Stroll, a Halloween-themed sight-seeing 
tour based right here in town.

Residents from all over the region are invited to 
step aboard Bygone Excursions’s classic trolley to join 
renowned psychic medium entertainer, Gary McK-
instry to embark on a chilling journey through one of 
the town’s “oldest and most haunted graveyards.” Led 
by candlelight, attendees will be treated to eerie stories, 
and are warned that they may “encounter spirits that 
still linger in the shadows.”

“The Secret Graveyard Stroll starts in Palmer at 
Steaming Tender,” said Scarlet Lamothe, owner of By-
gone Excursions. “Ever since we got Thirteenth World, 
this huge attraction to Palmer, we wanted to build upon 
tradition of Palmer’s spookiness by bringing in more 
tourism to our area.”

There are exactly 22 tickets available per tour, 
because the trolley seats 24 people and two seats are 
reserved for psychic medium Gary McKinstry and his 
wife Virginia, who Lamothe said are the people running 
the show.

Lamothe said that she hopes that next year, they 
will be able to offer more weeks of the event.

OCT. 31

Converse Trunk-or-Treat

Principal Holly Riopel and 
her family dressed up as 
Beetlejuice characters for 
the Trunk-or-Treat.

Supt. 
announces 
retirement 
at School 
Committee 
meeting

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – At last 
week’s School Commit-
tee meeting, prior to the 
public session, the super-
intendent announced that 
she will be retiring after 
this year.

At the Oct. 23 meet-
ing, after receiving the 
student reports and vot-
ing to approve the min-
utes for several previous 
meetings, the committee 
was informed by Superin-
tendent Dr. Cheryl Clarke 
that she will be retiring, 
effective in June of next 
year.

“It has been an hon-
or to serve the students, 
staff, and families of the 
Monson Public Schools 
for 20 years,” Clarke 
said. “I am proud of the 
work that we have ac-
complished during the 12 
years of my superinten-
dency.”
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BRIMFIELD — In less than 
three weeks, the show that almost 
wasn’t gets underway. The first in-
stallment of Brimfield Antique Flea 
Markets 2001 kicks off May 11. 
After the 2020 show was cancelled 
because of the pandemic, it was un-
certain if this year’s would start on 
time. 

Opening season is a trial run 
of sorts. Brimfield Auction Acres, 
owned by Kate and Rusty Cor-
riveau, will be the lone field – albeit 
with 250 dealers – with the rest of 
the shows planning to join them for 
the summer and fall weeks. This 
will be the first show under pan-
demic guidelines and Auction Acres 
will be a model for their peers.

In the meantime, we’re high-

lighting some of the more notable 
dealers you’ll see at Auction Acres 
this spring. The Corriveaus helped 
provide the information below:

Dealer name: Dan Seldin 

What sets him apart 
17th century through mid 20th 

century decorative arts furniture. 
Also known as “mid-century mod-
ern.” Known for finding the unusual 
things. Stays current as possible. 
On top of what’s trending, such 
as antique architectural decorative 
garden-related items, including fur-
niture, statues, and yard art, “par-
ticularly because people are doing 
much more home improvement 
it’s much more popular today than 
years ago.”

History with
Brimfield Auction Acres
Has been at Brimfield Auction 

Acres (J&J) for over 20 years.
The Corriveaus say: “One thing 

he loves about the Brimfield Auc-
tion Acres Show is that usually it is 
two days on Friday and Saturday, 

PALMER HIGH GRADUATION
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Spring snow
photos
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By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

PALMER – Some parents ex-
pressed disappointment after Palm-
er High School Superintendent 
Patricia Gardner said graduation 
exercises will be held in front of the 
school like last year rather than on 
Legion Field. 

The issue was front and center 
during an April 14 Palmer School 
Committee meeting. Gardner said 
Massachusetts Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Commissioner 
Jeffrey Riley advocates for a small-
er, more easily controlled venue. 

“We thought our graduation 
last year went really well,” Gardner 
said.

“It was very nice and hopeful-

ly this will be the last year that we 
have to do it.” 

She also said graduates will be 
given six tickets for family mem-
bers who can watch the ceremony 
from the parking lot while observ-
ing social distancing protocols in 
place because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Gardner said she understands 
everyone is ready for things to re-
turn to normal, but must continue 
to move cautiously throughout the 
pandemic given the recent raise in 
cases.

“It’s not a perfect situation,” 
she said.

“Last year we had a gradua-
tion early with the commission-
er’s blessing and we had one when 
many people did not,” Gardner said.

“It’s not the perfect venue, but 
we feel like in working with the 
heath department, it is our best bet 
to do it there again this year.”

Following the meeting, some 
parents said they want a better send-
off for their students. Some com-
plained that it was difficult to view 
commencement last year and that 
Legion Field not only offers better 
viewing but is large enough to allow 
social distancing. 

The grads are “missing out on 
every single thing,” parent Lynn 
Brown said.

“I don’t understand why we 
can’t have graduation on Legion 
field,” she said.

“At first it was because the 
bleachers were going to be under 
construction and now, they’re not. 

You’re not going to tell me the 
parking lot of faculty parking lot at 
Palmer High School is bigger than 
Legion Field. At Legion Field, you 
could spread out and we’d all be on 
the same level. There is a big slope 
in the parking lot, so if you’re in the 
back, you’re not going to see any-
thing going on at graduation.” 

Another parent, Ranae Lom-
bardi, said they have dealt with 
multiple restrictions for the past 
year-and-a-half and this would have 
been a good opportunity to give stu-
dents – and parents – one last, great 
memory. 

“It’s sad,” Lombardi said. 
“These are their best years of 

their lives and the chance to make 

Parents want commencement held on Legion Field 

Turley Publications staff photo by Jonah Snowden

Some parents of Palmer High School seniors said they prefer graduation for 
the Class of 2021 be held on Legion Field rather than in front of the school 
like last year. 

PALMER — Resilience has 
been the theme for students and 
educators in all communities for 
the past year, but that doesn’t mean 
celebrating excellence has fallen 
by the wayside.

In about a month, one of sev-
en Palmer High School seniors 
nominated for the annual Super-
intendent’s Award will be feted at 
a banquet to be held outdoors un-
der a tent. The name of the student 
selected for the prestigious honor 
will be kept under wraps until the 
May 26 banquet. Supt. Patricia 
Gardner said the seven nominees 
considered for the award are the 
most ever, which says quite a bit 
about the depth of the Class of ’21.

In the meantime, here’s some 
insight about the seven nominees 
–  Kendall Levasseur, Jacob Mas-
talerz, Hannah Mega, Miyah Mega, 
Abby Rathbone, Olivia Sloat, and 
Karissa Woods. We sent each one 
a questionnaire intended to help 
them express their feelings about 
Palmer High and share a little bit 
about who they are as individuals. 
Here are their responses:

 
Kendall LeVasseur

Age:   18
College/post-high school 

plans: Study environmental sci-
ence at Siena College 

Who has influenced you 
most during high school?

My mom, Denise LeVasseur, 
was always my biggest supporter 
who pushed me to be my best self 
everyday.

What’s something you were 
nervous about when first starting 
high school that turned out to be 
something you can laugh about 
now?

 Being able to get all my cred-
its to graduate, I thought it was so 
much harder to do than it was.

Favorite class/subject? Year-
book.

Name one class/subject you 
never thought you’d like, but 
came to appreciate:

 Yearbook. I tried it out as a 
filled class, but it turned out that i 
loved it.

 What’s one thing you 
learned in high school that 
changed your life?

Choosing self happiness will 
lead you to an honest and better 
overall life.

 The best thing about high 
school was…:

The relationships with teach-
ers and WEEKENDS!

The best thing about senior 
year was…:

Getting the opportunity to live 
out our last year with the people it 
all began with.

Which emoji best sums up 
your senior year?

 

What’s the first song on your 
go-to playlist? “Simple” by Flori-
da Georgia Line

Last book read (or currently 
reading): “Of Mice and Men.”

In 100 words or fewer, please 
discuss what Palmer High School 
means to you and/or how you 
would like to be remembered:

Palmer High has been a great 
experience with endless memories 
with people I will never forget. 
The experiences this school has 
provided like Costa Rica, sport ral-
lies, and outside opportunities has 
changed my life forever, and I will 
cherish these past four years forev-
er. PHS has always been a safe en-
vironment with understanding staff 
that was always there for a person 
no matter how close they are with 
them. I have always tried to be a 
passionate student who makes oth-
ers laugh and smile, while includ-
ing everyone around me. Being 
into every sports game with my 
loud mouth while also a role model 
for underclassmen.

 Jacob Mastalerz
Age: 18
College/post-high school 

plans: UMass Amherst - Biomed-
ical Engineering

Who has influenced you most 
during high school? Ms. Chapin, 
PHS English Teacher.

What’s something you were 
nervous about when first starting 
high school that turned out to be 
something you can laugh about 
now? Scheduling my classes.

Favorite class/subject? Math.
Name one class/subject you 

never thought you’d like, but 
came to appreciate: American 
Government.

What’s one thing you learned 
in high school that changed your 
life?

SPRINGFIELD – The Amer-
ican International College men’s 
basketball team locker room will 
enjoy a much-needed makeover 
with help from friends in the com-
munity and have a new name. 

The facility will be named in 
honor of the late Frank Oppedisa-
no, a fixture in Palmer for decades 
and a member of the AIC Class of 
1967. Oppedisano played basket-
ball for AIC, where he majored in 
history. He went on to teach history 
at Palmer High for nearly 40 years 
and coached the basketball team 
there for a quarter century.

Oppedisano, a Springfield na-
tive, passed away unexpectedly on 
March 3, 2020. He was 74.

In addition to their fundraising 
effort, last March, AIC Athletics en-
gaged alumni and supporters during 
Athletics Giving Week. Donors 
were asked to consider giving to a 
general fund or team of their choice 
with proceeds from the campaign 
earmarked to benefit student-ath-
letes and athletic programs at the 
College.

Head Men’s Basketball Coach 
Andy Burkholder knew exactly 
where funds raised for men’s bas-
ketball could best be used.

“If you have ever been part of 
a team, you know that the wins are 
great and the losses hurt. The things 
you remember most are the times 
spent with teammates, in the dorms, 
at the dining commons, and in the 
locker room,” he said.

“For more than fifteen years, 
our team has had the same lock-

er room. Athletics Giving Week 
success for men’s basketball will 
not only give our student-athletes 
much needed equipment and gear 
to represent AIC while they are on 
the road, but – in conjunction with 
funds set aside by friends of Frank 
– it will provide them with a desti-
nation of their own when they are 
home: A place of pride on campus 
where they can hang out and build 
important bonds.”

The new locker room will of-
fer additional locker space, new 
flooring, Yellow Jacket branding 
throughout, and will be named in 
honor of Oppedisano, who was a 
four-year member of the AIC bas-

REMEMBRANCE

Palmer High legend 
honored by alma mater

Courtesy photos

Frank Oppedisano, Class of ’67, 
during his college days at AIC.

One on One with the PHS Superintendent’s
Academic Award of Excellence nominees

Courtesy photo

Dan Seldin, shown with one of his 
better known shoppers, Angelica 
Huston (left), loves the Brimfield 
Auction Acres Show.

COUNTDOWN TO THE SHOW

Never know who you’ll run into at this 
antique dealer’s tent

By Michael Harrison
mharrison@turley.com

REGION — A couple of 
months ago, I started chronicling 
my wanderings around the Jour-
nal’s coverage area since moving 
to Western Mass. nine months ago. 
Even with the restrictions of life 
during a pandemic, I said I was de-
termined to learn my way around, 
experience life as a local resident, 
and discover some “hidden” trea-
sures.

The challenge I gave myself 
was to see what I can find and do 
within an hour of my home base in 
Holland. In that first outing, I re-
ally tried to cram in as much as I 
could in an hour and I’ll probably 
do something like that again but 
this time, I let myself savor the 
moment a little longer than last 
time. It’s no coincidence that last 
time, it was the middle of winter 
(though to be fair, one of the nicer 

days) and more recently, a pretty 
nice spring day.

There wasn’t a particular plan, 
but the day had “scenery” and 
“sun” written all over it. With my 

partner, Megan, and our Chihua-
huas, Libby and Chickpea along 
for the ride, we just followed the 
sun. The first stop was Lake Siog 

DAY TRIPPING

Finding the finer things in Holland 
and Monson

Turley Publications photos by Michael Harrison

Westview Farms Creamery offers artisan ice cream, a fantastic view – 
and baby goats!

Kendall LeVasseur
Jacob Mastalerz
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Victor, Andrew, Hunter, Sophia, Juliet, and Logan dressed 
as Godzilla, Mario, a princess, and Spider-Man to get 
candy from volunteers. 

NOVEMBER

NOV. 7

Monson gets in the spirit
The Town Hall employees who decorated the down-
stairs, (from left) Denise Buck, Toni Uliana, Kim Uliana, 
and Penny Gustafson as Gramma Nutt.

Pep Rally and Parade 
celebrates 100-years of 
Palmer and Ware rivalry

PALMER – Last week, the towns of Palmer and 
Ware celebrated their 100-year rivalry with a football 
game at Legion Field.

Before the game began, the town held a pep rally 
and a parade that went from Converse Street, to Central 
Street, Park Street, and Thorndike Street, before com-
ing back to Converse Middle School.

The parade included representatives from the Fire 
Department, the Police Department, the Girls’ Soccer 
Team, and the town’s Soccer Association, staff from the 
Palmer Public Schools, and other residents of the town.

After the parade, the residents arrived at Legion 
Field for the historic game, which ended 7-6 in Ware’s 
favor.

The parade started at Legion Field and trekked around 
the block before coming back to play the game.

NOV. 14

Veterans Day Parade
The Boy Scouts held flags during the Veterans Day cer-
emony at Hryniewicz Park.

Veterans Day Breakfast
Tina and Mason Brohman, Charlann Griswold, Kar-
en Pluff, Phil Yanni, and Caitlin and Rick Brohman, Jr., 
served breakfast to Rick Brohman, Sr.

NOV. 21

Holly Berry Bazaar
Reverend Steve Sousa, Bonny Rathbone, and Jo Condon 
were very helpful as they worked the bazaar.

BSA Troop #64 filled up a truck with donations for Amer-
ica Recycles Day.

Fire Department quickly 
quenches brush fire 
caused by rogue firework

PALMER – In November, the fire department re-
sponded to a fire that broke out at Legion Field as the 
result of a firework.

Chief William Bernat said that the department was 

notified at 6:09 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 15, of a fire break-
ing out near Legion Field. When the first units arrived 
on the scene, there was a large tree on fire with a decent 
sized area of banking burning.

“Light winds were going up the hill, so there was 
potential to spread the fire rapidly with the dry condi-
tions that we’re having currently,” Bernat said.

Bernat said that the first unit that arrived was able 
to make an attack on the fire by surrounding it and mak-
ing a quick extinguishment. Units from Three Rivers 
and Bondsville were called to respond to the fire as 
well, and the scene was cleared around 7:27 p.m.

Bernat praised the work of his fellow firefighters, 
saying that “they responded quickly and did a fantastic 
job surrounding the fire.”

Chief Bernat was among the firefighters that re-
sponded to the scene, and was accompanied by Cap-
tain Ryan Gauthier, Captain Sean Reynolds, Lieutenant 
Matt Caulfield, Lieutenant John Fitzgerald, Patrick Jes-
sop, Jason Cousineau, Lucas Croft, and Jeffrey Zajac.

“Fireworks are illegal in Massachusetts and 
shouldn’t be used,” Bernat said. “With the extreme 
drought conditions that we have, and current red flag 
conditions, people should be very vigilant on not hav-
ing any open flame. These specific conditions that we 
currently have can promote rapid fire growth, so it’s 
very dangerous, and structures and residents can be 
threatened very quickly.”

NOVEMBER   ❙   page 14
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA
138,400 miles. Well-cared for 

and in good condition.
$2,500/OBO – MUST SELL.
Please call (541) 654-6007,

leave message.

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 
MALE, liver tri-colored. current on 
shots, soft temperament. $100. 413-
596-8190.

The Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced municipal Treasurer/
Collector. 15 hours a week, negotia-
ble pay based on experience. Please 
send resumes to admin@oakham-
ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 

or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com 

for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BEDROOMS(s) 
AVAILABLE NOW:

4BR/2BA house in peaceful Palmer 
neighborhood, flexible terms. $925 in-
cluding utilities/parking. Pets/420 ok. 
Friendly live-in landlady. Women/NBs 
only. Email your situation/preferences: 
deirdre@mit.edu

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Legal Notice
Public Hearing
Town of Wales

The Board of Selectmen 
will hold a public hear-
ing pursuant to M.G.L. 
c. 138, § 15A on Monday, 
January 13, 2025 at 6:00 
p.m. regarding the applica-
tion of Om Sainath, Inc. d/b/a 
Choice Foods, Dipika Patel, 
Manager, for an Off Premises 
All Alcohol Package Store 
License to be exercised at 2 
Main Street, Suite 1, Wales, 
MA. The hearing will be held 
in person at the Office of the 
Board of Selectmen located 
on the first floor of the Town 
Offices, 3 Hollow Road, 
Wales, MA.

All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend.

Wales Board of Selectmen 
01/02, 01/09/2025

Town of Monson 
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
In  accordance  wi th 

Chapter 40A, M.G.L. §11, 
the Monson Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025, 
at 7:00 P.M. in the public 
meeting room, Town Office 
Building, 110 Main Street, on 
the application of the Monson 
Fire Department for Site Plan 
approval to expand the exist-
ing Fire Station as provided 
by §7.4 Site Plan Approval of 
the Monson Zoning Bylaws. 
The Applicant proposes to 
enlarge the existing building 
and preform necessary site-
work to optimize the area by 
improving traffic flow which 
will ensure staff and pedes-
trian safety. The property is 
in the Central Commercial 
district at 200 Main Street, 
Monson, MA, Map 115 
Parcel 047, and owned by the 
Town of Monson. A copy of 
the application is on file in 
the Office of the Town Clerk, 
Planning Board Office and is 
available for viewing during 
regular office hours.

Craig Sweitzer, Chairman
01/02, 01/09/2025

PALMER 
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

LOAN AUTHORIZATION 
2025-01

January 13, 2025
The Palmer Town Council 

will hold a public hearing on 
January 13, 2025 at 6:40 
PM at the Palmer Town 
Building, 4417 Main St, 
Palmer for publiccomment on 
proposed Loan Authorization 
2025-01 to approve a loan 
order to pay additional costs 
of designing and recon-
structing sludge dewatering 
facilities at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. 
01/02, 01/09/2025

PALMER 
TOWN COUNCIL

NOTICE OF
 PUBLIC HEARING

LOAN AUTHORIZATION 
2025-01

January 13, 2025
The Palmer Town Council 

will hold a public hear-
ing on January 13, 2025 
at 6:40 PM at the Palmer 
Town Building, 4417 Main 
St, Palmer for public com-
ment on proposed Loan 
Authorization 2025-01 to 
approve a loan order to pay 
costs of designing and mak-
ing Ultra Violet Wastewater 
Treatment Facility improve-
ments.
01/02, 01/09/2025

Legal Notice
Public Hearing
Town of Wales

The Board of Selectmen 
will hold a public hear-
ing in the Office of the 
Board of Selectmen locat-
ed at the Town Offices, 3 
Hollow Road, Wales, MA on 
January 13, 2025 at 6:15 
p.m., to consider a request 
by Massachusetts Electric 
Company d/b/a National Grid 
and Verizon New England, 
Inc to allow National Grid to 
install 11 JO poles, remove 
26 JO poles and relocate 26 
JO poles on Monson Road 
beginning at a point approx-
imately 358 feet East of the 
centerline of the intersection 
of Wales Road and Monson 
Road and continuing approx-
imately 7000 feet in an East 
direction. National Grid will 
be installing 11 new poles 
along Monson Road as well 
as relocating positions of 
current poles that are being 
upgraded and replacing/
upgrading current poles in the 
same spot, Wales, MA. The 
documents and maps related 
to this matter are available 
for review from the Executive 
Secretary during regular busi-
ness hours.

Wales Board of Selectmen 
01/02, 01/09/2025

(SEAL) 
THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

Docket Number:
 24 SM 004433 

ORDER OF NOTICE
To: Lindsay Fleming 
and to all persons enti-

tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 
(et seq): 

M & T Bank 
claiming to have an inter-

est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Brimfield, 
numbered 15 Mill Lane, 
given by Lindsay Fleming 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Drew Mortgage 
Associates, Inc., dated April 
20, 2021, and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 23833, Page 
419, and now held by the 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/
have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination 
of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active mil-
itary service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits 
of the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act. If you object to a 
foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, 
then you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before February 10, 2025, or 
you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure 
on the ground of noncompli-
ance with the Act. 

Witness,  Gordon H. 
Piper, Chief Justice of this 
Court on December 24, 2024. 

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
27026 

01/02/2025

Public notices

Since Nov. 1, when a big brush fire broke out in 
Monson, the fire department has observed extreme 
drought and red flag conditions.

NOV. 28

Officer Paul Mayo received a food donation from a young 
supporter at the recent Food Drive for the Police and Fire 
Departments.

NOVEMBER  ❙  from page 13
Forever in a Moment to 
hold third annual toy 
drive

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Samantha Jaremczuk and her nine-
year-old son, Zeke, have been collecting toys to donate 
to Baystate Children’s Hospital since Zeke was diag-
nosed with leukemia.

Zeke has finished active treatment as of April, 
though he still has monthly visits to the oncology clinic. 
Jaremczuk said that according to blood work taken as 
recently as this week, “all of his counts look great, and 
he’s doing well.”

Jaremczuk said her son was inspired to hold a toy 
drive to benefit the children on the floor. She said that 
he was inspired by the Child Life team that would inter-
act with him while he was in treatment.

“When you’re in the hospital with a child, they 
have a team called Child Life to play games and in-
teract with them,” Jaremczuk said. “We became really 
close with the team and wanted to donate toys to the 
floor for other children who will be there, and to help 

DECEMBER

DEC. 5

Vanessa Jaskula and Deb Maloney had pamphlets from 
Trainmaster’s Inn at the Light-Up Palmer celebration.

Attending the celebration at Depot Village Park, (from 
left) Danielle Haley, and Sharon, Matthew, and Madison 
Lemieux.

Helping people get on the trolley from Bygone Excur-
sions, (from left) Janelle Tarantino and Bernie Fontaine.

DECEMBER   ❙   page 15
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LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Time for New Year’s 
financial resolutions
Now that the calendar has flipped, it’s time for some 

New Year’s resolutions. You could decide you’re going to 
exercise more, lose weight, learn a new skill, reconnect with 
old friends — the possibilities are almost limitless. This year, 
why not add a few financial resolutions to your list?

Here are a few to consider:
• Reduce your debts. It may be easier said than done, 

but if you can cut down on your debt load, you’ll increase 
your cash flow and have more money available to invest 
for your future. So, look for ways to lower your expenses 
and spending. You might find it helpful to use one of the 
budgeting apps available online. 

• Boost your retirement savings. Try to put in as much 
as you can afford to your IRA and your 401(k) or other 
employer-sponsored retirement plan. If your salary goes up 
this year, you’ve got a good opportunity to increase your 
contributions to these retirement accounts. And once you turn 
50, you can make pre-tax catch-up contributions for your 
401(k) and traditional IRA. You might also want to review 
the investment mix within your 401(k) or similar plan to 
determine whether it’s still providing the growth potential 
you need, given your risk tolerance and time horizon.

• Build an emergency fund. It’s generally a good idea 
to maintain an emergency fund containing up to six months’ 
worth of living expenses, with the money kept in a liquid, 
low-risk account. Without such a fund, you might be forced 
to dip into your long-term investments to pay for short-term 
needs, such as an expensive auto or home repair. 

• Keep funding your non-retirement goals. Your 
traditional IRA and 401(k) are good ways to save for 
retirement — but you likely have other goals, too, and you’ll 
need to save and invest for them. So, for example, if you 
want your children to go to college or receive some other 
type of post-secondary training, you might want to invest 
in a tax-advantaged 529 education savings plan. And if you 
have short-term goals, such as saving for a wedding or taking 
an overseas vacation, you might want to put some money    
away in a liquid account. For a short-term goal, you don’t 
necessarily need to invest aggressively for growth — you just 
want the money to be there for you when you need it. 

• Review your estate plans. If you haven’t already 
created your estate plans, you may want to do so in 2025. 
Of course, if you’re relatively young, you might not think 
you need to have estate plans in place just yet, but life is 
unpredictable, and the future is not ours to see. If you have 
already drawn up estate plans, you may want to review 
them, especially if you’ve recently experienced changes in 
your life and family situation, such as marriage, remarriage 
or the addition of a new child. Because estate planning 
can be complex, you’ll want to work with a qualified legal 
professional.

You may not be able to tackle all these resolutions 
in 2025. But by addressing as many of them as you can, 
you may find that, by the end of the year, you have made 
progress toward your goals and set yourself on a positive 
course for all the years to come. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC
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Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

Hunter E. Boody ChFC
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

out Child Life.”
Jaremczuk said that this will be the third year that 

she and her son collect toys for the hospital. As of Janu-
ary of this year, she registered their nonprofit as Forever 
In A Moment, Inc.

In their first year, Zeke and Samantha collected 
close to 500 toys to donate, and collected as many as 
900 last year. Jaremczuk dropped the donations off at 
Baystate Children’s Hospital on Dec. 15.

DEC. 12

Members of Sons of AMVETS Post #74 in Three Rivers 
prepared to deliver over 250 toys collected from the AM-
Vets family and community to benefit the local Toys for 
Tots campaign.

Brimfield Scouts
Steven, age 12, and Zack, age 15, spent their afternoon 
receiving votes for the Wreath Contest.

Pathfinder Open House
Johnathan Young and Jake Foss observed an engine in 
the Automotive Department.

Dennis Ladue (right) showed Lily Voisine, Avery Laplan-
te, Gina O’Connell, and Harper Laplante what the Auto-
motive Department does.

DECEMBER  ❙  from page 14 DEC. 19

Select Board approves 
Fire Department’s use of 
Memorial Hall

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Select Board voted to allow the 
Fire Department to use Memorial Hall during upcom-
ing construction.

The Fire Department approached the board to con-
tinue the discussion about using Memorial Hall while 
the station is being repaired and painted. 

“This was added to the agenda to address too many 
interruptions during business meetings,” Warren said.

Town Manager Jennifer Wolowicz explained that 
at the previous meeting, the department had discussed 
the possibility of using trailers for temporary housing, 
but that proved to be infeasible. The current proposal 
would be to use the changing rooms in Memorial Hall 
rather than the basement.

“The minor things they’re going to be doing there 
is not changing the Hall,” said Building Commission-
er Justin Larivee. “The dressing rooms are going to be 
able to put carpet in them, and the carpet will stay after 
the fact, which will be better for the plays anyway. The 
one outlet we’re going to run for the stove is going to 
go through an existing hole already from the basement 
up to the room, and then after that will be removed, so 
there will be no change at Memorial Hall after that.”

Larivee said that everything scheduled through 
2025 to spring of 2026 would still be able to happen at 
Memorial Hall. Harris recommended using the stage at 
Granite Valley Middle School, “as long as the school’s 
okay with it.”

The board voted unanimously to allow the Fire De-
partment use of Memorial Hall for the duration of the 
construction.

Wreaths Across America

Heather Wilson and Cemetery Foreman Mat Wawrzyk 
laid wreaths together this weekend.

DEC. 26

Feedback sought about 
station for East/West Rail 
Project

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, the Department of Trans-
portation held a meeting at the library to solicit feed-
back from the public about the East/West Rail Project.

Members of the public were invited to a public in-
formation meeting in the Palmer Public Library’s Com-
munity Room on Monday, Dec. 16, where the project 
team provided an overview of the study’s background, 
the station site alternatives and evaluation, and design 
considerations for the potential future rail station. After 
the presentation, the attendees were asked to provide 
feedback on the site alternatives and design consider-
ations.

Andy Koziol, the director of the project, has been 
with the Department of Transportation since June of 
last year. “We received quite a bit of feedback, there 
was a lot of public participation,” Koziol said.

Of the previous 11 sites, the project team has nar-
rowed the focus to six that meet the ideal criteria for the 
new site. The meeting involved some controversy, much 
of which was centered on the elimination of Steaming 
Tender Restaurant as a potential site for the station.

Koziol explained that the designs require a high-lev-
el, 800-foot platform to allow for level boarding on all 
coaches. There will also need to be about 1,775 feet of 
an adjacent track.

Koziol said that this is complicated by the proper-
ties near Steaming Tender, citing the CSX yard across 
from the tracks.

“Part of that is the CSX yard right across from 
tracks,” Koziol said, “then the horizontal width be-
neath the South Main Street bridge. Not only would the 
bridge have to be reconstructed, but this particular lay-
out would require purchasing several properties, which 
would make that not feasible.”

This was countered by Blake Lamothe, the own-
er of Steaming Tender, who argued at the meeting that 
another proposal could fit in the space provided by the 
restaurant and would be a better use of the town’s as-
sets.

“News stations are categorizing it a Category Four 
with Amtrak, which means they want to build these big 
long platforms,” Lamothe said. “We could have gone 
under Category Two or Three, which would allow us to 
use the existing structure for the station stop.”

“By managing assets, what you can do is put a cou-
ple million dollars into an existing station and develop 
a North/South line along with the East/West line and 
take the money to put into town to upgrade parking lots, 
infrastructure, sidewalks, and the stuff we need to get 
good, healthy growth downtown again,” Lamothe said. 

Koziol agreed with Lamothe that a station far 
from the town center would not be ideal for economic 
growth, and mentioned it as a focus for the project.

“The general sentiment is that having the meeting 
station as close to downtown is desirable, we’ve heard 
that repeated several times through multiple mediums,” 
Koziol said.

This project is currently ongoing, with the first 
route currently in the works. Koziol said that the team 
is going to use the feedback its received to hone in on 
a site that is both feasible to DOT and supported by the 
community, at which point the project team will be able 
to work on a conceptual design for the station.

PALMER— During a cancer 
journey patients and their families 
often benefit from the support of 
others. Virtual support groups are 
being held now and through 2025, 
by Camille St.Onge, LICSW and 
oncology social worker.

For many years, people had 
to travel to a predetermined loca-
tion to attend cancer support group 
meetings. As a result of restrictions 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
virtual support groups began meet-
ing entirely online, with participants 
joining through video conferencing 
platforms like Zoom. Today, many 
people prefer this method because it 
offers flexibility, and convenience, 
and allows them to access support 
from where they are without need-
ing to physically travel to a meeting 
location.

“Sharing concerns with a sup-
port group can be a beneficial way 
for people facing cancer to get the 
help they need to cope with the 
physical and emotional concerns 
that arise during and after a cancer 
diagnosis,” said St. Onge. “While 

support and self-help groups can 
vary greatly, groups share one thing 
in common, they are a place where 
people can share personal stories, 
express emotions, and be heard in 
an atmosphere of acceptance, un-
derstanding, and encouragement.”

The support groups are de-
signed to help patients, their fam-
ilies and caregivers cope with the 
challenges of a cancer diagnosis.

Virtual Support Group offered 
include: Gener-
al Cancer Sup-
port Group: first 
Wednesday of 
each month, 11 
a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.; Partners in 
Caregiving: sec-
ond Wednesday 
of each month, 5 
to 6:30 p.m.; Ex-
pressive Writing 
through Cancer, 
third Wednesday 
of each month, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 
Breast Cancer 

Support Group, fourth Wednesday 
of each month, 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.

All meetings are currently 
held virtually and are made possi-
ble by funds raised by the Walk of 
Champions. For more information 
contact Camille St.Onge, LICSW, 
Oncology Social Worker by call-
ing 413-239-7239 or by email at 
cstomagin@gmail.com.

Virtual support groups for cancer

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

The Journal Register

www.journalregister.turley.com
mharrison@turley.com • 413.283.8393
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J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Sponsored by the Western Mass Fly Fishermen
 starting January 9th, 2025.

Held at the Ludlow Elks Lodge, 
69 Chapin Street,  Ludlow, Mass.

Thursday nights for 8 weeks from 7PM to 9PM.

The classes are open to the public with children 10 years 
and up being accompanied by an adult.

Classes are geared to the beginner or novice. 
Course materials and tools will be supplied!

Space is limited.

 To reserve a seat please 
contact John Lawor at 413-579-1994. 

For more information visit http://wmffclub.org

Free 
Fly Tying
Classes

Take a right off the 
ramp and we are 
“420” feet from you!
➤ Operations: 
Open 7 days a week 8AM – 9PM
 
➤ Address: 
1140 Thorndike Street
Palmer, Ma. 01069
next to Mass Pike exit 63

➤ Contact: 413-289-9503
Website: www.greengold.group
 
➤ Social:
Instagram:  @greengoldgroup, 
            @muncheascannabis, 
            @liquidgoldcannabis
Facebook: @green gold group
X: @greengoldgroup
 
➤ Menu: 
 

Pre-Packaged Flower
Pre-Rolls

Edibles
Vapes

Concentrates

Tinctures
Topicals

Infused Pre-Rolls
Syrups

RSO

Please Consume Responsibly
Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.

For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose 
potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 

coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.

WE OFFER:

Green Gold Group Cannabis Dispensary
OPEN NOW FOR REC ~ Medical Coming Soon

Join us for our
Grand Opening 

Celebration
Friday, January 10 

11 AM

PALMER – The AMVETS Post 74 
in Three Rivers hosted the State Com-
mander’s Christmas party last week.

“The AMVETS work hard all year 
long to provide support for their mem-
bers and all veterans. It’s a nice break to 
have them come and enjoy themselves, 
bring their spouses and have a meal,” 

’said AMVETS State Commander Ed 
Wyzik. “Just sit around, laugh and be 
appreciated.”

AMVETS Post 74 of Three Rivers 
hosted the event. 

“We worked hard to put on a great 
event. To have the state commander and 
the event here was a great thing,” Sons 

AMVETS enjoys State Commander’s Christmas party

of AMVETS Post 74 Commander Tony 
Silva said.

The party was attended by represen-
tatives of AMVETS posts throughout the 

Commonwealth as well as Sons of AM-
VETS posts and Ladies Auxiliaries.  

“These veterans represent the best 
of what the AMVETS offer. They are all 
family. And this is what a family does 
but come together,” said Wyzik.

Turley Staff Photos 

AMVETS State Commander Ed Wyzik presented his state officers.

Members of Quabbin Regional High School NJROTC also 
attended the Christmas party.

Guests are shown at the State Commander’s Christmas 
party.

Guests enjoyed the AMVETS State Commander Christ-
mas party.
.

State Ladies Auxiliary President Mandy Grotta-Dias and local officers wished every-
one happy holidays.

Members of AMVETS Post 74 and Sons of AMVETS Post 74 enjoyed the party.

Sons of AMVETS State Commander Floyd 
Francis, AMVETS State Commander Ed 
Wyzik and State Ladies President Mandy 
Grotta-Dias are shown at the State Com-
mander’s Christmas party.

State Commander Ed Wyzik is present-
ed with a jacket in appreciation for his 
service.


